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Gr^AND  LXODGE  OP  ILLINOIS. 


I,  Loyal  Levi  Muiin,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  State  of  IlHnois,  Free  and  Accej^ted  Masons,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  following  pages  contain  a  true  and  faithful  trans- 
cript of  the  proceedings  of  said  Grand  Body  at  its  Fortj^-ninth 
Grand  Annual  Communication,  commencing  at  the  city  of 
Chicago  on  Tuesday,  the  second  day  of  October,  A.  L.  5888,  and 
terminating  on  Thursday,  the  fourth  day  of  said  month,  togeth- 
er with  other  matters  authorized  to  be  published. 


In  Testimony  Whereof,  I 
have  hereunto  appended  my  offi- 
cial signature  and  have  affixed 
the  seal  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons. 

Done  at  the  office  of  the  Grand 
Secretary,  in  the  city  of  Free- 
port,  the  10th  day  of  October, 
in  the  Year  of  Light  Five  Thous- 
and Eight  Hundred  and  Eighty- 
Eight. 


jdf,  ^,  )?fiumJf 


Grand  Secretaf-y 


Forty-Ninth  Grand  Annual  Communication,  held  at 
Chicago,  October  2,  3,  and  4,  A.  L.,  5888. 
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OF  THE 

M.  W.  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ILLINOIS-, 

Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 

At  Its  Forty-Ninth  Grakd  Annual  Communication. 


In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Forty- ninth  Annual 
Grand  Communication  was  held  at  Central  Music  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Chicago, 
commencing  on  Tuesday,  the  2d  day  of  October,  A.  D.  l888,  A.  L.  "jSSS,  at  lo 
o'clock  A.  M. 

GRAND  OFFICERS  PRESENT: 
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Proceedings  of  the  \^0<i.  Snd, 


The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  proceeded  to  open  the  M.  W.   Grand  Lodge  of 
Illinois  in  Ample  Form  with 

PRAYER   BY   THE   GRAND   CHAPLAIN. 


The  earth  is  Thine,  O  Lord,  and  the  fullness  thereof,  the  world  and  they  that 
dwell  therein.  The  heavens  declare  Thy  glory,  and  the  firmament  shineth  forth 
Thy  handiwork.  But  in  the  reason  Thou  hast  implanted  within  us ;  in  the  moral 
consciousness;  in  the  sense  of  justice;  in  the  sense  of  right;  in  the  feelings  of 
brotherhood.  Thou  art  nearer  to  us,  Thy  children,  and  we  worship  Thee  as  the  Father 
of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh  ;  we  worship  Thee  as  our  shepherd,  our  keeper;  for  Thou 
hast  made  us,  not  we  ourselves,  and  we  are  the  sheep  of  Thy  pasture,  and  we  bless 
Thee,  our  Father,  that  Thou  has  kept  us,  that  Thou  hast  watched  over  all  these  lives 
since  we  last  assembled  as  a  Grand  Lodge.  We  bless  Thee  for  the  care  that  has 
been  over  the  homes  of  all  these  brethren ;  for  the  care  that  has  been  over  their  dif- 
ferent charges ;  for  the  prosperity  that  has  come  in  all  their  places  of  work.  We 
bless  Thee  for  this  gathering  here  to-day,  for  these  many  friendly  greetings.  We 
bless  Thee  for  the  presence  of  all  who  have  had  oversight  over  us,  who  have  cared 
for  the  interests  of  the  brotherhood  of  which  we  are  members — this  great  world- 
order,  this  ancient  time- order,  this  divine  and  human  order.  And  now,  our  Father, 
we  pray  that  Thy  blessings  may  be  upon  us  as  we  meet  here ;  may  the  spirit  of  calm- 
ness, the  spirit  of  candor,  the  spirit  of  love  one  to  the  other  be  in  all  our  proceedings ; 
forgetting  ourselves,  may  we  look  only  to  each  other's  good,  and  beyond  this  to  the 
good  of  our  great  order  and  the  good  of  manhood.  We  pray,  our  Father,  that  we 
may  learn  the  spiritual  lessons  of  our  order ;  that  beneath  all  our  symbols,  all  our 
ceremonials,  we  may  know  the  true  life  of  the  things  for  which  they  stand ;  that  we 
may  live  in  that  life  ;  that  we  may  be  beautiful,  and  orderly,  and  temperate  in  our 
lives ;  that  we  may  be  reverent ;  that  we  may  be  dutiful ;  that  we  may  be  strong  in 
this  great  day  and  age  when  there  are  so  many  agitations,  so  many,  so  many  attri- 
tions and  trials.  We  pray  that  in  our  order  Thine  own  blessed  light  may  shine,  Thy 
life  be  revealed  ;  that  we  may  conserve  all  the  good  of  the  past ;  that  we  may  enter  into 
all  the  good  work  that  awaits  us  in  the  future. 

And  now,  Father,  bless  us ;  be  merciful  to  us,  and  forgive  us  our  sins  ;  make  our 
hearts  pure  within  us ;  bless  all  the  world  of  mankind  for  whom  Thou  hast  taught  us 
to  pray  ;  and  beyond  all  our  servings,  our  watching  and  working  here,  may  we  come 
in  through  the  gates  at  last  into  the  beautiful  temple  builded  by  God's  own  hand, 
where  there  is  no  night,  and  Thou  shalt  have  the  glory,  now  and  forever,  amen. 


The  Grand  Secretary  announced  that  the  Committee  on  Credentials  had  in- 
formed him  that  a  constitutional  number  of  lodges  were  represented,  and  asked  for 
the  committee  further  time  to  complete  their  report,  which  was  granted. 


1888.]  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois.  5 

COMMITTEES. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  Standing  Committees  : 

ON    MASONIC   JURISPRUDENCE. 

D.  C.  Cregier,  James  A.  Hawley,  D.  M.  Browning,    John   R.  Thomas, 
A.  T.  Darrah. 

ON    APPEALS   AND    GRIEVANCES. 

Joseph  E.  Dyas,  H.  J.  Hamlin,  Geo.  W.  Hill,  Ira  W.  Buell,  William  S.  Cantrell. 

ON    CHARTERED    LODGES. 

Thomas    M.  Grossman,  H.   M.  Gillmore,  R.  S.  Gordon,  G.   H.   B.   Telle, 
George  W.  Cyrus. 

ON   LODGES   UNDER   DISPENSATION. 
H.  E.  Hamilton,  T.  R.  Jerome,  John  L.  McCullough,  W.  P.  Ennis,  J.  H.  C.  Dill. 

ON   CORRESPONDENCE. 
Joseph  Robbins. 

ON    MILEAGE   AND    PER    DIEM. 

Edwar-d  S.  Mulliner,  H.  C.  Cleaveknd,  John  A.  Ladd. 

ON    FINANCE. 

E.  C.  Pace,  Gil.  W.  Barnard,  Samuel  W.  Waddle. 

TO    EXAMINE   VISITORS. 

M.  D.  Chamberlin,  W.  B.  Grimes,  A.  B.  Ashley,  James  John,  Eugene  L,  Stoker. 

ON   CREDENTIALS. 
H.  C.  Clarke,  H.  N.  Greenebaum,  D.  B.  Breed. 

ON  PETITIONS. 

James  I.  McClintock,  Henry  R.  Phinney,  Elmer  W.  Adkinson. 

ON   OBITUARIES. 
Wm.  E.  Ginther,  Geo.  Lytle,  Simon  Willard. 

ON   GRAND   master's   ADDRESS. 
E.  J.  Ingersoll,  F.  W.  Havill,  M.  Maynard. 
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M.  W.  Bro.  Robbins  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  minutes  be  dispensed  with, 
printed  copies  being  in  the  hands  of  the  brethren,  which  was  adopted. 

GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  presented  the  following  address,  which,  on  motion  of 
M.  W.  Bro.  Daniel  M.  Browning,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Grand  Master's 
Address : 

Brethrett  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

I  bid  you  a  cordial  and  fraternal  welcome  to  this,  the  Forty-ninth  Annual  Com- 
munication of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

With  a  firm  reliance  in  the^ protecting  care  of  the  Grand  Architect  of  the  Uni- 
verse, and  in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  Freemasonry,  we  approach  the  throne 
of  grace,  and  ask  that  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence  rest  upon  this  general  as- 
sembly of  Ancient  Craft  Masons. 

Believing  in  the  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters,  as  I  do  in  the  divine  rights  of 
kings,  particularly  when  those  prerogatives  and  rights  are  governed  by  constitutional 
law,  I  do  now,  in  accordance  with  that  most  ancient  prerogative,  and  the  laws  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  present  you  a  report  of  my  official  acts  and  decisions  during  the  year. 

It  is  my  painful  duty,  before  proceeding  with  the  active  work  of  this  annual 
communication,  to  announce  to  you  the  names  of  those,  distinguished  in  Masonry, 
upon  whom  the  "  Grim  Tiler"  has  served  the  summons  to  appear  before  our  Heav- 
enly Father  in  the  Grand  Lodge  above. 

NECROLOGY. 

How  true  the  maxim,  "  The  young  may  die;  the  old  must  die  ! " 

Last  year  it  was  Gurney,  now  it  is  Lavely  who  has  been  called  from  labor  on 
earth  to  eternal  rest  above. 

Past  Grand  Master  William  Lavely  died  in  the  city  of  Springfield,  Illinois, 
January  23,  1888,  aged  78  years.  Bro.  Lavely  was  an  old  and  honored  member  of 
the  Craft,  initiated,  passed  and  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason  in 
Springfield  Lodge,  No.  4,  1842.  He  was  elected  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Illi- 
nois, 1847-8.  I  deeply  regretted  that  myself  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  were  not 
given  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  funeral  of  this,  the  oldest,  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  our  jurisdiction.  His  death  was  sudden.  I  was  away  attending  Masonic 
School  of  Instruction  at  Carthage,  and  notice  was  not  sent  me  in  time ;  as  I  after- 
ward learned  it  was  a  question  with  his  family  if  they  desired  Masonic  burial. 
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I  leave  to  the  Committee  on  Obituaries  the  duty  of  laying  before  you  a  suitable 
report  of  the  Masonic  labors  of  this  distinguished  frater. 

MICHIGAN. 

From  the  Grand  East  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  we  have  the  sad  tidings 
of  the  death  of  another  and  an  older  Freemason^  Most  Worshipful  J.  Eastman 
Johnson,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  that  jurisdiction,  who  died  at  Niles,  Michi- 
gan, March  14,  1888,  aged  83  years. 


Right  Worshipful  Brother  Daniel  Sayre,  the  efficient  Grand  Secretary  for 
twenty-one  years,  was  summoned  by  the  Recording  Angel  April  7,  1888,  to  close 
his  earthly  accounts  and  enter  upon  his  reward  in  heaven.  This  brother  was  also  of 
the  veterans,  and  was  aged  80  years. 

Well  may  these  brethren  exclaim,  as  they  meet  in  the  celestial  Grand  Lodge  on 
high,  in  the  significant  language  of  Alabama,  "  Here  we  rest." 

KENTUCKY. 

"  'Tis  done,  the  dark  decree  is  said 

That  called  our  friend  away ; 
Submissive  bow  the  sorrowing  head, 

And  bend  the  lowly  knee ; 
We  will  not  ask  why  God  has  broke 

Our  Pillar  on  its  stone. 
But  humbly  yield  us  to  the  stroke,  , 

And  say,  '  His  will  be  done.'  " 

"  LaGrange,  Kentucky,  July  31,  1888. — Dr.  Rob  Morris  died  this  morning 
from  paralysis,  aged  70  years.  He  was  the  poet  laureate  of  Masonry  and  the  most 
distinguished  Mason  in  the  world." 

So  read  the  dispatches  in  the  evening  newspapers  announcing  the  death  of  our 
friend  and  brother.  He  has  gone  to  that  world  "where  all  are  equal,"  of  which  he 
so  eloquently  speaks  in  his  poem,  "The  Level,  Plumb  and  Square"  : 

"  There's  a  world  where  all  are  equal  ;  we  are  hurrying  toward  it  fast — 
We  shall  meet  upon  the  Level  there  when  the  gates  of  death  are  past ; 

We  shall  stand  before  the  Orient  and  our  Master  will  be  there, 
Our  works  to  try,  our  lives  to  prove,  by  His  unerring  Square." 

condition  of  the  craft. 

The  general  condition  of  Freemasonry  in  this  jurisdiction  is  excellent,  and  the 
labors  of  the  year  have  been  labors  of  love  to  me,  though  not  unmixed  with  great  toil 
and  some  anxiety. 
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The  honor  of  having  been  selected  as  the  Grand  Master  and  Overseer  of  forty- 
one  thousand  true  and  upright  Craftsmen,  the  peers  of  any  like  number  of  men  that 
can  be  selected  anywhere  in  this  broad  land,  I  assure  you  was  an  honor  I  deeply  feel 
and  duly  appreciate. 

Accustomed  to  command  for  many  years,  in  positions  of  danger  and  great  re- 
sponsibility, where  physical  force  or  constitutional  law  could  be  called  to  aid  in  com- 
pelling obedience  to  duty,  I  was  now  to  enter  a  new  sphere  of  action. 

To  govern  this  ancient  and  honorable  Fraternity  successfully,  I  soon  learned  that 
a  generous  forbearance  with  the  frailties  of  human  nature,  combined  vidth  firmness 
and  prompt  decision  were  essentially  necessary  to  success.  With  no  disposition  to 
rake  the  jurisdiction  over  to  find  the  very  few  whose  human  weaknesses  and  foibles 
might  be  used  "  to  point  a  moral  and  adorn  a  tale;"  with  no  desire  to  find  such  per- 
son and  hold  him  up  as  a  terror  to  others,  in  the  vain  hope  of  scaring  them  into  an 
obedience  to  statute  or  moral  law,  I  have  pursued  what  seemed  to  me  a  better  course. 
I  have  visited  the  membership  wherever  my  presence  seemed  to  be  needed,  and 
there,  by  counsel  and  advice  have  corrected  evils,  healed  dissensions,  and  thus  re- 
moved the  causes  of  disturbance.  In  all  my  lectures  to  the  brethren  I  have  en- 
deavored to  direct  them  to  the  bright  examples  of  my  illustrious  predecessors,  and 
other  members  of  the  Fraternity,  and  upon  all  proper  occasions  have  called  their  at- 
tention to  the  private,  public  and  Masonic  lives  of  such  distinguished  Craftsmen  as 
Dewitt  C.  Cregier,  James  A.  Hawley,  Gil  W.  Barnard,  Joseph  Robbins,  Daniel  M. 
Browning,  Loyal  L.  Munn,  and  that  prince  of  Craftsmen,  whom  you  or  I  can  never 
forget,  the  now  sainted  Theodore  Tuthill  Gurney,  whose  spirit  I  am  sure  is  looking 
down  from  above  upon  his  brethren  now  in  annual  communication  assembled.  I 
have  bade  them  select  one  from  among  those  named,  imitate  his  virtues  and  integrity, 
in  the  full  assurance  that  if  they  did  to  them  would  be  awarded  happiness  and  honors 
in  this  world,  and  eternal  bliss  in  the  world  to  come. 

I  now  fraternally  invite  your  attention  to  a  part  of  my  labors,  that  you  may  judge 
for  yourselves  of  the  success  of  my  efforts. 

REFERRED  TO  GRAND  MASTER. 


There  were  fourteen  cases  reported  by  my  predecessor,  and  by  Grand  Lodge  re 
ferred  to  me  "  for  investigation  and  such  action  as  the  nature  of  each  case  might  de 
mand." 

After  considerable  correspondence,  and  a  thorough  investigation  by  myself,  or 
through  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  district,  or  a  commission,  I  have 
been  able,  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  to  adjust  all  difficulties  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  members  of  the  several  lodges,  and,  as  I  sincerely  hope,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
Grand  Lodge. 
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HAZEL   DELL   LODGE,   NO.    580,   VS.    GREENUP   LODGE,   NO.   1 25. 
(Page  49,  Proceedings  1887.) 

This  was  a  case  of  invasion  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  candidate  Uved  so  near  the 
line  that  a  survey,  w^hich  I  required,  found  but  sixty- nine  rods  difference,  and  that  in 
favor  of  Hazel  Dell  Lodge.  Upon  my  order,  Greenup  Lodge  cheerfully  surrendered 
the  candidate,  paid  over  the  fee  collected,  and  made  suitable  apology  to  Hazel  Dell 
Lodge. 

\V.    B.    ELMORE   VS.    UNION    LODGE,    NO.    627. 
(Page  49,  Proceedings  1887.) 

Bro.  W.  B.  Elmore  charged  his  o-ww  lodge  with  having  received  petition  from  a 
candidate  residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  lodge.  This  proved  to  be  an  ex 
parte  statement  and  calls  for  no  further  action,  as  the  following  paragraph  from  a  let- 
ter from  W.  M.  Bro.  T.  J,  Rich,  fully  explains : 

"  Grand  Master  Darrah  wrote  the  brother,  who  made  the  complaint  against  our 
lodge,  that  he  would  institute  an  investigation.  The  lodge  expected  it,  and  was 
anxious  for  it,  but  was  disappointed,  for  the  lodge  was  fully  able  to  refute  the  charges. 
I  can  assure  you  now,  however,  that  the  matter  has  been  satisfactorily  adjusted." 

WM.   S.   MOSELEV   VS.    NEW   LIBERTY   LODGE,   U.    D. 
(Page  52,  Proceedings  1887.) 

This  complaint  was  against  members  of  Bay  City  Lodge,  No.  771,  charging  that 
while  members  of  New  Liberty  Lodge,  U.  D.,  they  had  "  collected  money  and 
wrongfully  held  it."  I  have  tried  to  get  an  understanding  as  to  this  case,  but  as  yet 
have  failed.  R.  W.  Brother  James  A.  Rose, the  D.  D.  Grand  Master,  writes:  "The 
statements  of  all  parties  were  taken  by  me  and  sent  last  July  (1887)  to  Grand  Master 
DaiTah."  While  complainant,  Wm.  S.  Moseley,  and  W.  M.  T.  S.  Vickers  have  each 
failed  to  answer  my  communications.  Under  the  pressure  of  more  important  busi- 
ness, I  have  been  unable  to  remind  these  brethren  of  their  duties,  among  which,  and 
by  no  means  the  least,  is  that  of  giving  prompt  response  to  all  communications  from 
the  Grand  East. 

PRE-EMPTION   LODGE,   NO.    755. 
(Page  53,  Proceedings  1887.) 

The  Secretary  of  this  lodge  wrote  Grand  Master  that  "  a  member  of  his  lodge 
had  married  his  brother's  daughter,"  etc.  After  a  thorough  investigation,  and  corre- 
spondence with  members  of  the  lodge,  I  find  no  one  who  knows  anything  of  this 
case,  and  am  led  to  believe  that  it  is  but  an  idle  rumor.  I  therefore  instructed  the 
brethren  to  "  make  due  effort  to  learn  if  the  report  is  true,  inform  me  of  that  fact, 
when  I  would  advise  them  how  to  proceed." 
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LAKE   VIEW   LODGE,  NO.  774  (WRIGHX'S   GROVE),  VS.  KEYSTONE   LODGE,   NO.  639. 
(Page  53,  Proceedings  1887.) 

Complaint  of  invasion  of  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  Keystone  Lodge,  No.  639. 
This  case  was  amicably  adjusted  immediately  upon  my  calling  attention  to  the  same, 

BLAZING   STAR   LODGE,  NO.   458. 
(Page  55,  Proceedings  1887.) 

In  this  case  the  lodge  was  opened  by  a  visiting  brother,  who  conferred  the  de- 
gree of  E.  A.  upon  a  candidate,  the  Worshipful  Master  and  Wardens  being  absent. 
Upon  Grand  Master  Darrah  being  informed  of  the  facts,  charges  were  ordered  to  be 
preferred  against  the  offending  brethren,  and,  as  reported,  "  at  the  time  fixed  for 
trial  the  lodge  voted  unanimously  to  dismiss  the  charges,  &c." 

After  considerable  correspondence  I  found  it  necessary  to  send  D.  D.  Grand 
Master  C.  M.  Forman  to  \'isit  the  lodge  and  report  to  me  the  facts.  From  his  report, 
and  a  copy  of  the  records  of  the  lodge,  I  found  that  a  trial  had  been  held,  of  several 
brethren  but  not  the  principal  offenders,  and  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  same,  a 
motion  was  made  "  to  dismiss  the  case,  and  the  motion  was  carried." 

This  being  so  contrary  to  the  By-Laws  of  this  Grand  Lodge  governing  trials. 
Sec.  I,  Art.  VI.,  Part  Third,  the  only  question  which  could  then  be  entertained  being 
"  guilty  "  or  "  not  guilty,"  I  immediately  set  aside  the  action  of  the  lodge  and  order- 
ed a  new  trial,  which  should  include  all  the  officers  pro  tern.,  and  brethren  partici- 
pating in  the  illegal  proceedings,  and  directed  the  D.  D.  Grand  Master,  Bro.  C.  M, 
Forman,  to  see  that  this  order  was  complied  with,  and  to  preside  at  the  trial,  the 
lodge  to  pay  his  expenses.  The  candidate  not  being  to  blame  for  this  irregularity, 
but  not  having  been  made  in  a  lodge  opened  in  a  lawful  manner,  I  ordered  that  he 
be  duly  obligated  in  the  lodge  when  properly  officered.  Report  has  not  yet  reached 
me  of  action  of  lodge. 

MOSCOW  LODGE,  NO.  457. 
(Page  56,  Proceedings  1887.) 

This  was  a  case  of  gross  deception  and  willful  misrepresentation,  whereby  Grand 
Master  Darrah  was  deceived  into  permitting  an  appeal  for  relief  to  be  issued  in  be- 
half of  Brother  S.  H.  Hood. 

By  order  of  the  Grand  Master,  Brother  Hood  was  placed  on  trial ;  was  found 
guilty  and  "indefinitely  suspended." 

Upon  a  personal  investigation  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  one  of  the  committee* 
the  Worshipful  Master,  was  in  collusion  with  the  accused,  and  on  receiving  a  certified 
copy  of  the  records  of  the  lodge,  I  found  that  "  when  the  evidence  was  all  taken  and 
each  side  had  made  their  talk,  the  Master  excluded  the  defendant  and  the  two  broth- 
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ers  tliat  he  had  appointed  to  prosecute,  from  the  hall"  and  that  "there  were  two 
other  brothers  in  the  lodge  that  did  not  vote,"  which  being  in  violation  of  Grand 
Lodge  By-Laws,  Art.  V.,  Sec.  X.,  and  Art.  VL,  Sec.  I.,  part  third,  I  declared  the 
proceedings  null  and  void,  and  ordered  a  new  trial.  Being  satisfied  that  at  least  one 
of  the  committee  assisted  in  deceiving  the  Grand  Master  and  swindling  the  various 
lodges  and  brethren  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  dollars  or  more,  I  also  ordered 
that  all  the  committee  be  put  on  trial,  and  directed  D.  D.  Grand  Master,  R.  W.  Bro. 
James  A.  Rose,  to  preside  at  the  trial,  the  lodge  to  pay  his  expenses.  The  report  of 
trial  has  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

W.   W.   CAMERON,   OF  ASHLAR   LODGE,   NO.    308. 
(Page  57,  Proceedings  1887.) 

The  cause  of  complaint  in  this  case  arose  during  a  trial  in  Ravenswood  Lodge, 
No.  777,  for  which  Grand  Master  Darrah  ordered  charges  against  Bro.  Cameron  in 
his  own  lodge.  Ashlar,  No.  308.     The  accused  plead  guilty  and  was  reprimanded. 

PROVIDENCE   LODGE,   NO.    7II. 
(Page  46,  Proceedings  1887.) 

To  reopen  a  case  of  discipline,  thought  to  have  been  settled  by  another,  is  a  very 
delicate  matter,  and  in  no  case  have  I  found  it  more  difficult  than  in  the  case  of 
Providence  Lodge,  No.  711. 

I  have  investigated  the  complaints  set  forth  on  pages  46  and  47,  Grand  Lodge 
proceedings  1887,  by  a  commission  consisting  of  the  D.  D.  Grand  Masters  of  this 
city,  R.  W.  Brothers  Joseph  H.  Dixon,  Daniel  J.  Avery  and  William  K.  Forsyth. 
I  have  waded  through  three  pounds  of  evidence  submitted  to  me  by  them,  have  made 
an  official  visit  to  the  lodge,  and  personal  inquiry  among  the  members  as  to  the  mat- 
ters complained  of;  and  knowing  the  case  so  well,  I  must  say  that  all  this  trouble  has 
been  caused  by  the  worst  case  of  ex  parte  evidence  I  have  yet  met.  A  brief  sum  ■ 
mary  of  the  facts  are  as  follows : 

July,  1886,  Providence  Lodge,  No.  711,  gave  a  picnic  at  Twin  Lakes,  Wiscon- 
sin. Twenty-five  members  were  present,  and  about  six  hundred  of  the  friends  of  the 
lodge.  The  affair  passed  off  pleasantly  until  evening;  when  about  to  return  home, 
the  Worshipful  Master  and  one  of  the  brethren  were  talking  about  starting  the  train, 
when  a  person,  not  a  member  of  the  lodge,  came  up  and  without  provocation  struck 
the  Worshipful  Master.  The  brother  talking  with  the  Master  then  grappled  with  the 
stranger,  and  in  the  struggle  which  followed  several  persons  became  engaged,  among 
whom  were  three  members  of  the  lodge.  The  affair  was  over  in  a  few  minutes. 
Charges  were  preferred  against  the  brethren  engaged  in  the  melee,  and  upon  a  full 
investigation,  D.  D.  Grand  Master,  R.  W.  Brother  F.  S.  Belden,  presiding,  the  breth- 
ren were  acquitted. 

The  evidence  clearly  proves  that  there  were  no  liquors  taken  to  the  grounds  by 
the  lodge  or  any  of  its  members,  and  such  as  may  have  been  drank — if  any — was 
purchased  at  the  hotels,  over  which  the  lodge  had  no  control.     It  is  also  in  evidence 
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that  no  other  disturbance  occurred  during  the  day,  the  brethren,  their  guests,  men, 
women  and  children,  enjoying  themselves  until  this  stranger  struck  the  Master,  when 
the  brethren  who  participated  in  the  fracas  did  so  in  defense  of  their  Worshipful 
Master.  The  commission  are  of  the  opinion  that  "the  lodge  should  not  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  acts  of  an  outsider  and  the  wrong- doings  of  two  or  three  of  its  mem- 
bers," and  in  that  opinion  your  Grand  Master  concurs. 

Of  the  more  serious  matter,  with  which  the  charges  against  this  lodge  concludes, 
"the  taking  of  liberties  with  the  person  of  the  candidate,"  the  commission  are  of  the 
opinion  that  "  if  anything  was  done  that  could  be  construed  in  that  light,  it  was  un- 
doubtedly by  accident  and  not  by  intent."  All  the  members  and  visitors  present  at 
the  time  charged,  were  examined  by  this  commission  and  agree  "  that  there  was  no 
impropriety  in  the  treatment  of  the  candidate."  The  commission  concludes  its  re- 
port as  follows : 

"  We  think  the  evidence  submitted  will  convince  you,  and  should  convince  any 
rational  man,  that  the  charges  are  wholly  unfounded ;  that  Providence  Lodge  is  now 
working  in  perfect  harmony,  and  we  can  find  nothing  in  the  surroundings  to  warrant 
us  in  recommending  an  interruption  of  its  legitimate  labors." 

With  the  findings  of  commission  I  fully  concurred,  and  restored  charter  to  lodge . 

COBDEN   LODCxE,   NO.   466. 
(Page  46,  Proceedings  1887.) 

From  the  information  received  by  Grand  Master  Darrah,  reported  by  him  to  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  his  conclusions  thereon,  it  would  seem  as  though  a  lodge  ought 
not  to  exist  in  Cobden,  and  that  it  was  a  community  in  which  no  good  lodge  could 
survive.  In  response  to  the  request  of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden,  R.  W.  Brother 
Monroe  C.  Crawford  and  others,  in  whose  judgment  I  have  confidence,  I  made  a 
personal  visit  to  this  lodge,  intending,  if  half  that  was  stated  in  Grand  Master  Dar- 
rah's  address  was  true,  to  withhold  the  charter,  let  the  lodge  die,  and  report  my 
action  to  Grand  Lodge.  Judge  then  of  my  surprise,  when  visiting  Cobden  and  ming- 
ling with  the  brethren  and  the  citizens,  I  found  them  an  intelligent,  thrifty  and  virtu- 
ous people,  a  community  of  fruit-growers  and  florists,  among  whom  there  was  every 
evidence  of  civilization  and  culture.  There  must  have  been  some  mistake  in  the  in- 
formation sent  my  predecessor,  as  it  was  not  of  Cobden  and  of  Lodge  No.  466  such 
things  could  be  truthfully  said.     The  charter  was  duly  restored. 

GRAND   LODGE   OF   SCOTLAND. 
(Page  50,  Proceedings  1887.) 

John  Fairley  Allan,  a  resident  of  Chicago,  when  on  a  temporary  visit  to  Scotland, 
received  the  degrees  of  P>eemasonry  in  Lindores  Lodge,  No.  106,  of  that  obedience. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Grand  Lodge,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  Sir 
Archibald  C.  Campbell,  Grand  Master  Mason  of  Scotland,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  submitted  together  with  answers  thereto. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  this  correspondence  that  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  does  not 
recede  from  its  action  in  the  Allan  case,  and  having  no  fear  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Illi- 
nois, or  any  other  American  Grand  Lodge,  making  Masons  of  persons  temporarily 
sojourning  in  this  country,  there  is  little  reason  to  hope  for  any  change. 

I  would  not  have  our  Grand  Lodge  do  so ;  but  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  if  Grand  I^odges  upon  this  continent  were  to  make  Masons  of  tourists  from  Eu- 
rope, as  they  do  of  those  from  the  United  States,  we  would  soon  have  a  change  of 
their  laws  upon  this  subject. 

FROM  THE  GRAND  EAST  OF  THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL,  THE  GRAND  LODGE) 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS,  > 

65  SiELEY  Street,  Chicago,  Nov.  28,  1887.  j 

Colonel  Sir  Archibald  C.  Campbell,  Baronet,  M.  P.,   oy  Blytkswood,  Most    Worshipful   Grand 

Master  Mason,  Grand  Lodge  0/ Scotland. 

Dear  Sir  and  Most  Worshipful  Brother  ;  I  am  requested  by  the  Most  Worshipful,  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  to  lay  before  you  the  following 
cause  of  grievance,  and  ask  your  fraternal  consideration  of  the  same. 

In  April  last,  Mr.  John  Fairley  Allan,  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Chicago  and  naturalized  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  visited  his  old  home  in  Scotland,  and  while  there  he  was  solicited  to  petition 
for  the  degrees  in  Masonry. 

Mr.  Allan's  petition  was  presented  to  Lindores  Lodge,  No.  io6,  owing  obedience  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland,  was  accepted,  and  on  dispensation  from  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  he  was  elected 
to  and  received  the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason  in  said  lodge. 
Attested  by  Diploma,  June  6,  A.  D.  1887,  A.  L.  5891.     (Signed)  D.  Murray  Lyon,  Grand  Secretary. 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  is  supreme  within  its  own  territory,  and 
from  its  age  and  conservatism  one  of  the  most  valued  Grand  Lodges  with  which  Grand  Lodge  of 
Illinois  is  in  fraternal  relations,  we  the  more  deeply  regret  that  there  should  be  cause  for  our  griev- 
ance. 

In  presenting  this  case  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  statute  law  as  well  as  com- 
mon law  of  Masonry  on  this  continent  makes  each  Grand  Lodge  supreme  within  its  own  territory, 
and  that  no  citizen  of  one  country,  state  or  territory  can  be  made  a  Mason  in  another  country,  state 
or  territory  without  the  consent  of  the  lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  person  resides. 

You  will  readily  see  that  without  such  a  law  the  rejected  material  of  one  Grand  Lodge  might, 
and  frequently  would  be,  accepted  by  another,  and  unworthy  persons  thus  become  members  of  our 
ancient  Fraternity.  Is  it  asking  too  much  of  you,  my  distinguished  brother,  and  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  over  which  you  preside,  that  the  same  comity  exist,  and  the  same  common  law  of  Freemas- 
onry be  observed  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  that  prevails 
wherever  Freemasonry  exists  upon  this  continent  ? 

Scottish  Freemasonry  is  known  and  honored  wherever  our  brotherhood  finds  a  home.  The 
lodges  under  your  obedience  are  numerous  and  the  brethren  are  strong  in  their  numbers  ;  Illinois  is 
not  less  so — seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven  lodges  with  a  membership  of  forty-one  thousand  attest 
the  strength  of  its  young  manhood.  Let  us  be  united  and  concede  to  each  other  that  which  we 
claim  for  ourselves,  the  absolute  Masonic  jurisdiction  over  all  persons  residing  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  our  Grand  Lodge. 

That  you  may  the  better  understand  this  case,  and  the  sentiment  and  action  of  Grand  Lodge 
of  Illinois  upon  the  subject,  I  shall  direct  the  Grand  Secretary,  R.  W.  Brother  Loyal  L.  Munn,  to 
forward  you  a  bound  copy  of  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  1887.  Your  attention  is  fra- 
ternally called  to  address  of  Grand  Master,  page  50,  and  report  of  Committee  on  Masonic  Corre- 
spondence, pages  156-7, 

I  deeply  regret  to  learn,  from  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge,  of  your  illness,  and  that  you  are 
compelled  to  go  to  the  continent  for  the  winter.  Trusting  that  you  may  be  greatly  benefitted  by  the 
change  and  return  to  your  own  country  with  restored  health, 

I  am,  fraternally  yours,  J.  C.  SMITH,  Grand  Master. 
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FREEMASONS'  HALL.  I 

[seal.]  Edinburgh,  Dec.  17,  1887.  j 

General  y.  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master,  Chicago. 

Most  Worshipful  Sir  and  Dear  Bro.  :  Have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
communication  to  the  Grand  Master.  On  Sir  Archibald's  return  from  the  Continent  it  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  him.     In  his  absence  I  shall  meantime  lay  it  before  Grand  Committee  for  consideration. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  can  not  be  said  to  be  in  fraternal  relations  with  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Scotland,  because  in  1878  it  withdrew  its  representative. 

Should  at  any  time  fraternal  relations  be  revived,  I  know  of  a  brother  (having  some  connec- 
tions with  your  State)  who  would  worthily  and  with  dignity  represent  you  here — Colonel  Patrick 
Stirling,  of  Kippenross,  Master  of  No.  11,  and  Provincial  Grand  Master  Deputy  of  Perthshire  West. 

Ever  faithfully  and  fraternally, 
(Signed)  D.  MURRAY  LYON, 

Grand  Secretary. 

FROM  THE  GRAND  EAST  OF  THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL,  THE  GRAND  LODGE) 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS,  [- 

65  Sibley  Street,  Chicago,  January  23,  1888.  j 

D.  Murray  Lyon,  Grand  Secretary,  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :  Your  favor  of  December  17, 1887,  received  in  due  time,  and  w^ould 
have  been  answered  at  an  earlier  date  but  for  absence  on  Masonic  duties. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  my  attention  called  to  the  fact  of  our  having  no  representative  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  and  I  will  this  day  commission  as  such  Brother 
Colonel  Patrick  Stirling,  whom  you  so  highly  recommend. 

That  fraternal  relations  may  be  fully  restored,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  they  may  never  again 
be  severed,  I  would  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Sir  Archi- 
bald, a  distinguished  brother  of  this  State,  Most  Worshipful,  Brother  Doctor  Joseph  Robbins,  of 
Quincy.  I  need  not  tell  you  of  Brother  Robbins'  Masonic  services,  they  are  well  known  to  you. 
He  is  Past  Grand  Master  and  present  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  learn  that  a  trip  to  the  Continent  has  been  beneficial  to  Most  Worshipful, 
Brother  Sir  Archibald,  and  that  he  has  returned  to  you  in  good  health. 

Wishing  you  all  the  compliments  of  the  season, 

1  am,  fraternally, 
(Signed)  J.  C.  SMITH,  Grand  Master. 

FREEMASONS'  HALL,  I 

[seal.]  Edinburgh.  Feb.  10,  1888.  ) 

General  y.  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master,  Chicago. 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :  Thank  you  for  the  prompt  and  favorable  attention  you  have 
given  to  my  recommendation  of  Bro.  Colonel  Stirling.  Since  I  addressed  you  he  has  been  placed 
upon  Grand  Committee. 

You  will  notice  on  page  135  of  proceedings,  herewith  sent,  that  Grand  Lodge  could  not  see 
its  way  to  comply  with  your  request,  i.  e.,  admission  of  American  citizens. 

In  Bro.  Dr.  Robbins  I  recognize  one  whom  I  have  long  admired,  and  it  will  give  me  infinite 
pleasure  to  have  his  commission  drawn  and  forwarded  immediately  after  the  quarterly  communica- 
tion in  May  next. 

With  cordial  greetings,  I  am,  ever  faithfully, 

(Signed)  D.  MURRAY  LYON, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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EXTRACT    FROM   PROCEEDINGS   GRAND    LODGE   SCOTLAND. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Committee,  held  on  Thursday,  the  29th  day  of  December,  1887. 
************* 

STATE   OF   ILLINOIS. 

Grand  Secretary  presented  a  letter  from  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons,  Grand  Lodge  ot  Illi- 
nois, requesting  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  to  make  a  law  that  no  citizen  of  that  State  should  be 
received  into  the  Craft  in  any  lodge  under  the  Scottish  jurisdiction. 

The  committee  declined  to  recommend  Grand  Lodge  to  make  any  such  regulation. 


J.  C.  SMITH,  Grand  Master. 


FROM  THE  GRAND  EAST  OF  THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL,  THE  GRAND  LODGE  ) 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS,  V- 

65  SiELEY  Street,  Chicago,  Feb.  25,  1888.  ) 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  loth  inst.,  and  proceedings  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland.  I  regret  that  you  do  not  give  me  reasons  of  committee  for  not  granting  request 
of  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  "  that  no  citizen  of  that  State  (Illinois)  should  be  received  into  the  Craft 
n  any  lodge  under  the  Scottish  jurisdiction."  We  have  cases  of  rejected  material  having  been  made 
in  your  lodges,  and  it  is  annoying  to  the  brethren  when  one,  presumably  not  worthy,  returns  from 
abroad  a  Master  Mason.  I  would  like  reasons  of  your  committee  for  denying,  what  seems  to  me,  a 
reasonable  request. 

Bro.  Dr.  Robbins  is  worthy  of  the  high  regard  in  which  you  hold  him,  and  will  make  a  valu- 
able representative  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 

I  am,  fraternally  yours, 

Bro.  D.  Murray  Lyon, 

Grand  Secretary  Grand  Lodge  Scotland. 

To  this  communication  I  have  received  no  reply. 

KIPPENROSS,  ) 

Dumblane,  February  25,  1888.  J 

General  J.  C.  Smith,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 

Most  Worshipful  Sir  and  Brother  :  I  have  to-day  received  from  Grand  Secretary, 
Brother  D.  Murray  Lyon,  the  commission  you  have  been  kind  enough  to  send  me  as  your  Proxy 
Provincial  Grand  Master. 

Fully  appreciating  the  confidence  shown  me,  I  trust  that  so  long  as  I  may  have  the  honor  to 
be  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  I  may  have 
the  go6d  fortune  to  discharge  the  duties  in  connection  with  that  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  yourself 
and  the  office-bearers  of  your  Grand  Lodge. 

Trusting  that,  if  in  this  country,  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  making  your  acquaintance,  I  re- 
main. 

Yours  faithfully  and  fraternally, 

(Signed)  PATRICK  STIRLING. 

This  correspondence  has  resulted  in  some  good,  and  that  good  is  in  a  renewal 
of  Representatives  near  the  Grand  East  of  each  Grand  Lodge. 
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VIENNA   LODGE,   NO.    150. 
(Page  48,  Proceedings  1887.) 

At  the  earnest  request  of  the  many  brethren  interested,  I  personally  visited  this 
lodge  and  restored  its  charter.  I  called  the  attention  of  the  brethren  to  that  part  of 
the  address  of  M.  W.  Brother  Darrah  relating  to  their  lodge,  and  the  action  of  Grand 
Lodge  thereon.  While  not  in  sympathy  with  action  of  Grand  Lodge,  and  believing 
the  Holy  Bible  to  be  the  first  and  most  important  of  the  three  great  lights  of  Free- 
masonry, I  did  not  forget  that  I  was  there  to  enforce  the  laws  and  edicts  of  Grand 
Lodge. 

In  my  address  to  the  brethren,  I  reminded  them  of  the  fact  that  the  Holy  Bible 
is  God's  inestimable  gift  to  man,  and  that  the  Freemason  who  scoffed  at  the  same 
ought  to  renounce  the  Fraternity.  At  the  same  time  I  recommended  forbearance 
with  the  wayward  brother,  and  urged  that  he  be  directed  to  take  as  his  guide  a  copy 
of  the  Holy  Writings,  "  that  great  light  in  Masonry,  which  would  guide  him  to  all 
truth,  direct  his  paths  to  the  temple  of  happiness,  and  point  out  to  him  the  w/iole  duty 
of  man."  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  as  I  have  been  compelled  to  notice,  that  no 
action  of  this  Grand  Lodge  has  ever  been  so  severely  criticised  as  its  decision  in  this 
Vienna  Lodge  case. 

COOPER   LODGE,   NO.   489. 
(Page  44,  Proceedings  1887.) 

Owing  to  local  causes,  and  failure  to  collect  moneys.  Grand  Lodge  dues  had  not 
been  paid  and  charter  was  arrested.  All  dissensions  being  healed  and  funds  being 
available,  members  petitioned  Grand  Lodge  for  restoration  of  charter,  paying  all  ar- 
rears and  promising  to  do  better  in  the  future.  The  Committee  on  Petitions  came  to 
a  very  funny  conclusion,  as  follows :  "  The  good  members  of  this  lodge  would  more 
fully  appreciate  the  blessings  of  our  Institution  the  longer  they  were  deprived  of  a 
lodge,"  and  so  recommended  "  that  the  disability  of  the  lodge  be  continued  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master." 

This  was  so  clear  a  case  of  refusal  to  receive  payment  of  a  bad  debt,  and  sell 
the  customer  a  new  bill  of  goods  for  cash,  that  I  immediately  investigated  the  matter, 
and  becoming  satisfied  that  the  brethren  were  sincere,  and  the  conditions  being  favor- 
able, I  restored  the  charter. 

MUDDY   POINT   LODGE,   NO.    396. 
(Page  121,  Proceedings  1887.) 

Immediately  after  close  of  Grand  Lodge  complaint  came  to  me  from  W.  Brother 
L.  W.  Brown,  and  brethren  of  Muddy  Point  Lodge,  that  the  lodge-room  at  Lerna, 
the  place  to  which  Grand  Lodge  had  removed  No.  396,  "  was  not  safe  for  Masonic 
purposes,  and  that  ordinary  conversation  could  be  heard  in  the  room  below,"  which 
had  been  a  blacksmith  shop,  but  was  being  converted  into  an  agricultural  warehouse. 
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With  this  state  of  facts  the  Worshipful  Master  positively  declined  to  open  his  lodge. 
After  much  correspondence  and  such  investigation  as  I  could  make  without  a  per- 
sonal visit,  I  became  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  statement  and  issued  my  dispensation 
for  the  removal  of  the  lodge  to  Trilla,  until  I  could  have  the  D.  D.  Grand  Master, 
Bro.  Eubeling,  personally  inspect  the  premises  and  report.  Upon  that  report,  I  con- 
tinued the  dispensation  until  meeting  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  satisfied  that  a  mistake 
had  been  made  in  locating  this  lodge  at  Lerna,  some  four  miles  north,  when  the 
members  had  asked  to  remove  but  one  and  one- quarter  miles  west,  and  into  the  oc- 
cupancy of  their  old  hall,  in  which  they  owned  an  undivided  one-half  interest. 

I  would  not,  even  then,  have  continued  my  dispensation  but  for  the  fact  that  in 
the  town  of  Lerna  there  was  not — to  use  the  language  applied  by  committee  to 
Muddy  Point — "  any  suitable  building,  not  even  a  high  hill  or  a  low  vale,"  in  which 
the  lodge  could  meet. 

There  is  an  active  minority  in  this  lodge  that  has  made  all  the  trouble,  notwhh- 
standing  the  fact  that  the  brethren  favoring  Trilla  have  done  their  best  to  conciliate, 
even  to  recommending  that  the  brethren  wishing  to  have  a  lodge  at  Lerna  be  granted 
a  new  warrant,  and  that  they  would  divide  with  them. 

I  submit  the  very  full  and  able  report  of  D.  D.  Grand  Master  Brother  F.  E. 
Eubeling,  and  leave  the  matter  with  Grand  Lodge. 

MASONIC    RELATIONS. 

Our  relations  with  Grand  Lodge  of  England  and  Grand  Lodges  with  which  we 
are  in  correspondence  have  been  amicable  during  the  past  year,  and  we  have  assur- 
ance of  a  continuance  of  the  same  fraternal  interchange  of  brotherly  good  will  and 
kind  sentiment. 

I  deeply  regret  that  there  is  no  change  in  the  status  of  the  Mother  Grand  Lodge 
of  England  toward  Quebec,  and  that  she  still  maintains  jurisdiction  over  the  three 
lodges  in  that  Province.  This  is  all  wrong.  That  there  are  Masonic  writers  who 
claim  that  these  Quebec  lodges  have  the  right  to  remain  in  allegiance  to  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  though  there  be  a  Grand  Lodge  in  and  for  Quebec,  I  well  know. 
There  are  also  those  who  assert  that  a  Grand  Lodge  cannot  be  legally  formed  unless 
a//  the  lodges  within  the  defined  geographical  limits  unite  in  formation  of  the  same. 
Recognizing,  as  they  do,  a  political  division,  they  should  be  governed  Masonically 
by  the  same  laws  that  hold  politically.  England  acquired  the  Province  of  Quebec 
from  France;  the  people  of  that  Province  are  still  French  in  habits  and  language- 
Does  England  permit  of  the  allegiance  of  any  number  of  those  citizens,  even  three, 
to  France  ?  We  think  not.  Then  why  not  be  consistent  Masonically  as  well  as  , 
politically  ?  Having  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  why  not  surrender 
and  direct  transfer  of  allegiance  of  constituent  bodies  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that 
Province  ?  Why  encourage  this  spirit  of  rebellion,  for  rebellion  it  is,  in  these  three 
lodges?  We  believe  in  the  right  of  the  majority  of  lodges,  when  there  are  more 
than  three — and  no  Grand  Lodge  should  be  constituted  with  a  less  number — to  form 
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a  Grand  Lodge  in  any  Province,  Territory,  State  or  Nation  where  there  is  no  Grand 
Lodge,  and  we  most  religiously  believe  in  the  Monroe  doctrine  being  applied  in 
Masonry  upon  this  continent,  and  that  there  be  no  interference  on  the  part  of  any 
foreign  Grand  Lodge  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  America. 

REPRESENTATIVES   COMMISSIONED. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  appoint  Colonel  Patrick  Stirling,  of 
Kippenross,  our  Representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  an  appointment 
that  has  been  dormant  since  1878,  for  the  same  reasons  that  have  led  to  suspension 
of  appointment  near  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  The  cause  having  long  since  been 
removed,  there  was  no  good  reason  why  we  should  not  again  resume  amicable  re- 
lations and  appoint  representatives  near  the  East  of  each  Grand  Lodge,  which  I  am 
pleased  to  say  has  been  done. 

September  i ,  owing  to  the  death  of  that  distinguished  Freemason,  who  had  for 
so  many  years  been  our  Representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  R.  W. 
Bro.  Daniel  Say  re,  I  commissioned  M.  W.  Bro.  John  Gideon  Harris,  of  Montgom- 
ery, our  Representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama. 

REPRESENTATIVES   RECOMMENDED. 

M.  W.  Brother  Joseph  Robbins,  of  Quincy,  to  represent  Grand  Lodge  of  Scot- 
land near  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 

R.  W.  Brother  John  L.  McCullough,  of  Olney,  to  represent  Grand  Lodge  of 
Vermont  near  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 

M.  W.  Brother  D.  C.  Cregier,  of  Chicago,  to  represent  Grand  Lodge  of  Michi- 
gan near  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 

GRAND   LECTURERS. 

The  following  R.  W.  Brethren  were  appointed  and  commissioned  Grand  Lec- 
turers, and  organized  as  a  Board  of  Examiners  to  examine  applicants  for  commission 
as  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  and  hold  such  Schools  of  Instruction  as  I  might  after- 
ward direct : 

M.  D.  ChamberUn,  Freeport;  W.  B.  Grimes,  Pittsfield;  A.  B.  Ashley,  Ke- 
wanee ;  James  John,  Chicago  ;  Eugene  L.  Stoker,  Centralia. 

DEPUTY   GRAND   LECTURERS. 

*       On  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  I  commissioned  as  Deputy 
Grand  Lecturers  Worshipful  Brethren 

H.  E.  Huston,  Monticello,  W.  O.  Butler,  LaHarpe, 

J.  E.  Evans,  Monticello,  George  S.  Fuhr,  Blandinsville, 

G.  A.  Staddler,  Monticello,  Samuel  Rawson,  Troy, 
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W.  H.  Stevens,  Steelville, 
John  W.  Rose,  Litchfield, 

F.  S.  Belden,  Chicago, 

I.  M.  McCollister,  Whitehall, 
W.  J.  Frisbee,  Bushnell, 
Charles  Reifsnider,  Chicago, 
D.  F.  Flannery,  Chicago, 
H.  S.  Albin,  Chicago, 

G.  H.  B.  Tolle,  Olney, 
James  M.  Willard,  Harristown, 

James 


John  E.  Morton,  Perry, 
William  E.  Ginther,  Charleston, 
W.  J.  Elwell,  Shawneetown, 
James  R.  Ennis,  Burnt  Prairie, 
N.  A.  Keeler,  Rockford, 
J.  O.  Hughes,  Gibson, 
Thomas  H    Humphrey,  Eldorado, 
John  Varner,  Bushnell, 
D.  E.  Bruffitt,  Monticello, 
J.  H.  C.  Dill,  Bloomington, 
Douglas,  Chester. 


DISTRICT   DEPUTY   GRAND   MASTERS. 


I  also  appointed  and  commissioned  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  R.  W. 
Brethren 


1.  W.  K.  Forsyth,  Chicago. 

2.  D.  J.  Avery,  Chicago. 

3.  Joseph  H.  Dixon,  Chicago. 

4.  W.  S.  Hewins,  Elgin. 

5.  Jacob  Krohn,  Freeport. 

6.  E.  T.  E.  Becker,  Mt.  Carroll. 

7.  John  D.  Crabtree,  Dixon. 

8.  Chenery  Puffer,  Joliet. 

9.  W.  L.  Milligan,  Ottawa. 

10.  Marshall  U.  Trimble,  Princeton. 

1 1 .  Frank  G.  Welton,  Cambridge. 

12.  Geo.  W.  Hamilton,  Prairie  City. 

13.  Wm.  R.  Hoyle,  Galesburg. 

14.  C.  F.  Hitchcock,  Peoria. 

15.  Owen  Scott,  Bloomington. 


16. 

17- 
18. 
19. 
20. 


24. 

25- 

26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 


F.  S.  Hatch,  Kankakee. 
F.  E.  Eubeling,  Urbana. 
Charles  F.  Tenney,  Bement. 
R.  D.  Lawrence,  Springfield. 
Thomas  J.  Bronson,  Jacksonville. 
W.  O.  Butler,  LaHarpe. 
I.  M.  McCollister,  Whitehall. 
W.  T.  Vandeveer,  Taylorville. 
John  Von  Gunten,  Jr.,  Olney. 
John  C.  White,  Efiingham. 
Samuel  Rawson,  Troy. 
James  Douglas,  Chester. 
C.  M.  Forman,  Nashville. 
W.  J.  Elwell,  Shawneetown. 
James  A.  Rose,  Golconda. 


RESIGNATION   AND   APPOINTMENT   OF   D.    D.    GRAND   MASTER. 

R.  W.  Brother  Chenery  Puffer,  D.  D.  Grand  Master  Eighth  Masonic  District, 
having  removed  from  Joliet  to  Chicago,  tendered  his  resignation  as  D.  D.  Grand 
Master,  to  take  effect  3Gth  August.  To  fill  this  vacancy  I  appointed  R.  W.  Brother 
E.  Sanford,  of  Morris,  Grundy  County,  P.  M.  of  Cedar  Lodge,  No.  124. 

LODGES    CONSTITUTED. 


Accompanied  by  M.  W.  D.  C.  Cregier,  W.  A.  Stevens,  Grand  Marshal,  John 
O'Neill,  Senior  Grand  Deacon,  Chester  S.  Gurney,  Grand  Steward,  Robert  R.  Stev- 
ens, Grand  Tyler,  and  R.  W.  Brethren  Gil  W.  Barnard,  Joseph  H.  Dixon,  Daniel  J. 
Avery  and  others,  I  constituted  the  following  lodges  and  installed  their  officers  : 
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November  4 — Siloam  Lodge,  No.  780. 

November  7 — Constantia  Lodge,  No.  783. 

November  19 — Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  784. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  of  brethren  at  these  lodges  and  much  interest 
manifested  in  the  ceremonies,  speeches  and  banquets,  particularly  the  latter.  Broth- 
ers Dixon  and  Gurney  are  to  be  commended  for  their  faithfulness  on  these  and  many 
other  occasions,  having  stayed  with  us  to  the  last,  even  through  that  severe  snow 
storm  at  Norwood  Park. 

November  15 — R.  W.  Brother  George  W.  Hamilton,  as  my  proxy,  constituted 
Colchester  Lodge,  No.  781,  and  installed  the  officers. 

December  15 — R.  W.  Brother  F.  S.  Hatch,  as  my  proxy,  constituted  and  in- 
stalled the  officers  of  Potomac  Lodge,  No.  782. 

Each  of  these  officers  made  prompt  returns,  and  reported  much  interest  on  the 
part  of  the  brethren. 

LODGES   U.    D.   INSTITUTED. 

December  13 — I  issued  a  dispensation  for  a  new  lodge  to  be  called  Stanford,  to 
be  located  in  the  town  of  Stanford,  McLean  County,  Brother  Wesley  T.  Grain  to  be 
the  first  Worshipful  Master,  W.  R.  PeiTy,  Senior  Warden,  and  Kemp  James,  Junior 
Warden.     Membership,  thirteen. 

December  19 — Instituted  Stanford  Lodge  U.  D.,  at  Stanford,  McLean  County, 
a  special  train  from  Bloomington  bringing  R.  W.  Brother  Owen  Scott,  Brethren  J, 
L.  White,  S.  W.  Waddle  and  some  thirty  others,  who,  with  Brother  J.  E.  Evans,  of 
Monticello,  rendered  me  valuable  assistance. 

June  8 — I  issued  a  dispensation  for  a  new  lodge  to  be  called  Riverton  Union,  to 
be  located  in  the  town  of  Riverton,  Sangamon  County,  Brother  Thomas  W.  Wilson 
to  be  the  first  Worshipful  Master,  James  Kirby,  Senior  Warden,  J.  W.  Houston, 
Junior  Warden,  and  sixteen  members. 

June  12 — Instituted  Riverton  Union  Lodge  U.  D.,  at  Riverton,  Sangamon 
County,  many  visitors  being  present.  R.  W.  Brother  T.  J.  Bronson,  of  Jacksonville, 
Brothers  J.  E.  Evans,  Monticello,  J.  H.  Matheney,  Henson  Robinson,  Frank  Hud- 
son, Jr.,  E.  H.  Helme  and  others  from  Springfield,  assisting. 

There  were  other  applications  for  dispensations  for  new  lodges,  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  in  all,  each  one  of  which,  after  full  and  patient  examination,  I  declined  to 
grant.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  give  location  or  recite  the  various  reasons  which 
led  to  my  refusal. 

One  objection,  and  the  principal  one,  was  the  fact  that  the  new  lodge  would  be 
within  the  ten  mile  limit  of  a  lodge  having  less  than  sixty  members,  and  this  the 
Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  positively  prohibit.     One  application,  and  by  no   means  the 
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only  one  or  least  objectionable,  will  serve  as  an  illustration  for  all.  A  petition  was 
recommended  by  three  lodges;  one  of  said  lodges  had  the  minimum  membership, 
and  paid  dues  to  Grand  Lodge,  some  eight  or  ten  dollars  more  than  its  Worshipful 
Master  received  for  mileage  and  per  diem  during  his  attendance  on  Grand  Lodge. 
The  other  two  lodges  combined  had  sixty-eight  members,  paying  $53.50  Grand 
Lodge  dues,  while  the  two  Worshipful  Masters  received  in  mileage  and  per  diem 
#81.30,  or  $27,80  more  than  paid  Grand  Lodge,  and  I  am  credibly  informed  that  this 
mileage  and  per  diem  was  drawn  with  a  great  deal  more  promptness  than  the  Grand 
Lodge  dues  were  paid.  To  have  granted  this  petition  would  have  added  at  least 
$25  per  annum  more  expense  to  Grand  Lodge  than  would  ever  have  been  received 

I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  the  policy  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  plant  lodges  at  every 
cross  roads  and  village,  particularly  when  there  can  be  no  possibility  of  such  lodge 
ever  having  a  membership  the  Grand  Lodge  dues  of  which  will  pay  mileage  and 
per  diem  of  its  Master,  and  yet  this  has  been  done  in  the  past,  and  too  often,  as  the 
records  show.  I  therefore  think  it  wise  to  call  a  halt,  and  present  a  few  facts  for 
consideration  of  Grand  Lodge. 

On  reference  to  table  of  Grand  Secretary,  proceedings  1884,  it  will  be  found 
that  there  were  at  that  date  168  lodges  paying  a  less  amount  to  Grand  Lodge  for 
annual  dues  than  paid  by  Grand  Lodge  for  mileage  and  per  diem  to  the  representa- 
tives of  said  lodges.     The  account  stands  thus: 

Paid  representatives  168  lodges $5,088.30 

Received  Grand  Lodge  dues  168  lodges 3)679.25 

Net  loss  on  168  lodges $1,409.05 

Do  you  wonder  the  Grand  Lodge  dues  are  75c  per  member  and  that  the  breth- 
ern  are  complaining?  Are  you  surprised  that  the  brethren  of  the  other  lodges  com- 
plain of  excessive  taxation,  and  particularly  those  of  the  fifty  lodges  paying  from  one 
hundred  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annual  dues  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
representatives  of  many  of  them  receiving  less  than  ten  dollars  each  for  attendance  on 
Grand  Lodge?  It  were  better  for  Grand  Lodge  and  the  membership  if  you  are,  and 
I  trust  you  will  give  the  subject  serious  and  earnest  consideration. 

The  thought  is  not  new.  It  has  been  spoken  of  before  in  Grand  Lodge,  and 
reported  upon  by  committees.  Ways  have  been  suggested  to  reduce  expenses,  but 
they  have  been  the  ways  of  a  legislative  body,  a  reduction  of  the  wages  of  a  janitor, 
and  the  discharge  of  a  page;  to  cut  down  the  printer's  bill;  reduce  the  pay  of  a  com- 
mittee, or  save  a  postage  stamp,  have  been  about  the  extent  of  the  efforts  at  economy, 
— a  parsimony  that  has  rather  belittled  than  dignified  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Now  while  the  country  is  prosperous  and  the  brethern  active,  is  the  time  to  save 
and  build  up  a  fund  that  will  tide  Grand  Lodge  through  an  unprofitable  year  and 
relieve  the  brethern  of  their  present  heavy  burden. 

Unless  this  is  done  you  will  find  a  time  when  you  will  not  be  able  to  pay  neces* 
sary  expenses,  and  the  credit  of  Grand  Lodge  be  impaired. 
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I  do  not  suggest  this  that  a  fund  may  be  created  with  which  to  build  a  temple 
for  Grand  Lodge,  laudable  as  might  be  such  an  enterprise.  Neither  do  I  ask  it  for 
some  great  charity,  much  as  I  might  desire  the  same.  I  do,  however,  earnestly 
urge  that  Grand  Lodge  dues  be  reduced  in  the  near  future,  and  thus  save  thousands 
of  dollars  yearly  to  the  Craftsmen,  who  can  illy  afford  to  contribute  so  much  for  the 
purposes  of  the  few.  Grand  Lodge  dues  ought  to  be  reduced  to  fifty  cents  per  mem- 
ber. A  reduction  that  would  save  annually  one  hundred  dollars  and  upwards  to 
some  of  the  lodges,  and  from  twenty-five  dollars  and  upwards  to  the  majority  of  the 
lodges.  To  do  this  it  is  but  necessary'  to  reduce  the  mileage  of  representatives  in 
the  same  proportion  that  the  fare  actually  paid  by  the  representative  has  been  reduced 
by  legislation  and  competition  of  railroads.  To  pay  full  fare  allowed  by  the  laws  of 
this  State,  a  rate  that  few  if  any  railroads  now  charge,  is  to  pay  a  less  sum  by  one- 
third  than  the  representatives  now  receive,  while  the  fact  is  that  the  mileage  paid  by 
representatives  does  not  exceed  one-third  of  the  sum  paid  them  by  Grand  Lodge. 

Several  thousand  dollars  could  be  saved  by  a  reduction  of  the  mileage  from  ten 
to  six  cents,  and  still  the  representative  would  not  pay  within  one-third  of  what  he 
would  receive,  as  the' average  fare  is  not  to  exceed  four  cents  per  mile,  one  way, 
for  the  round  trip.  I  would  save  several  hundred  dollars  in  the  matter  of  corres- 
pondence, by  keeping  within  two  hundred  pages  and  omiting  the  thousand  copies 
distributed  in  Grand  Lodge  session,  as  this  is  now  rendered  useless  by  the  fact  that 
our  efficient  Grand  Secretary  has  bound  volumes  in  archives  of  lodges,  before  many 
of  the  representatives  reach  home.  To  this  could  be  added  an  additional  saving  of 
several  hundred  dollars  now  expended  in  paying  a  Board  of  Grand  Examiners,  and 
yet  leave  the  Schools  as  numerous  and  the  Board  as  efficient  as  at  present;  but  of 
this  I  will  speak  more  fully  in  its  appropriate  place.  I  am  coi\fident  that  with  these 
changes  some  four  or  five  thousand  dollars  could  be  saved  to  the  Craft,  and  the  fra- 
ternity strengthened  thereby. 

With  the  experience  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  Massachusetts  before  me,  I 
would  not  advocate  the  saving  of  this  sum,  for  the  purposes  of  a  temple.  That  is  an 
enterprise  that  had  better  be  left  to  the  public  spirit  of  the  members.  I  would  leave 
the  money  in  the  lodges,  that  they  might  be  able  to  engage  in  such  an  enterprise,  if 
they  should  so  choose,  or  to  do  still  better,  build  up  some  great  Masonic  charity. 

The  time  is  coming,  Brother  Craftsmen,  when  you  will  need  such  institutions, 
and  you  "will  then  regret  that  you  had  not  laid  deep  and  broad  the  foundation  of 
economy  in  the  expenditures  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  When  I  read  of  the  Masonic 
charities  of  other  Grand  Lodges,  and  particularly  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  where 
two  great  Masonic  charitable  institutions  have  existed  for  a  century,  and  notice  the 
munificent  donations  to  same,  I  feel  that  Masonry  in  Illinois  is  not  fulfilling  the  high 
mission  for  which  it  was  designed.  The  Royal  Masonic  Institution  for  Girls,  which 
has  just  celebrated  its  one  hundredth  anniversary,  received  in  cash  donations,  at  that 
celebration,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  while  the  Royal  Masonic  Institu- 
tion for  Boys,  which  will  soon  reach  its  centennial,  received  at  its  last  anniversai-y  over 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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Think  of  these  beneficent  charieties,  Craftsmen  of  Illinois,  and  resolve  to  unite 
in  the  one  grand  purpose  of  upbuilding  this  noble  institution  of  Freemasonry  in  the 
great  prairie  state. 

ILLINOIS   MASONIC   ORPHANS'    HOME. 

In  this  connection  I  would  consider  that  I  had  failed  in  an  important  duty  did 
I  not  direct  your  attention  to  the  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'  Home. 

This  charity  was  organized  by  a  few  practical  earnest  Craftsmen,  and  with  your 
encouragement  may  yet  prove  the  ground  work  for  a  more  generous  and  far-reaching 
charity,  such  as  many  of  you  will  yet  find  necessary  to  provide  for  the  increasing 
number  of  orphan  children  of  our  deceased  brothers.  I  do  not  ask  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ilhnois  to  assume  any  responsibility  or  care  over  this  institution,  but  I  do  commend 
it  to  you,  brethren,  and  to  the  constituent  lodges  of  Illinois,  and  most  earnestly  urge 
your  liberal  contributions  to  the  same.  With  but  limited  resources  at  their  command 
and  an  indebtedness  upon  the  substantial  buildings  they  have  purchased  and  this 
Grand  Lodge  has  dedicated,  these  brethren  have  already  done  much  good. 

There  are  now  fourteen  children  in  the  Home,  carefully  fed,  clothed,  and  being 
educated.  Do  you  ask  where  the  money  comes  from  to  do  these  things?  I  answer, 
from  the  charitably  disposed  brethren,  a  few  Masonic  bodies,  and  the  Knights  Templar 
ball  of  last  winter.  I  deeply  regret  to  have  to  say  that  it  is  not  to  any  great  extent 
from  the  lodges,  the  orphan  children  of  whose  deceased  members  have  been  the 
recipients  of  their  generous  bounty;  as  I  am  credibly  informed  that  there  have  been 
several  children  from  lodges  the  membership  of  which  have  never  contributed  one 
dollar  to  the  institution. 

Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  has  now  nearly  eighty  thousand  dollars  in  its  treasury 
for  an  asylum  building,  to  be  erected  immediately;  that  the  indebtednes  is  lifted  from 
Grand  Lodge  Temple,  and  for  that  purpose  ^341,279.61  has  been  collected  during 
the  past  year. 

Let  Illinois  move  to  the  front  and  make  this  institution  one  of  the  great  Masonic 
charities  of  the  age. 

masonic  halls  dedicated. 

At  the  request  of  the  brethren  of  the  several  lodges,  I  visited,  inspected,  and 
dedicated  to  the  purposes  of  Freemasonry,  the  following  halls: 

December  i — Hall  of  Hancock  Lodge,  No.  20,  Carthage,  Hancock  County. 
January  20 — Hall  of  Chenoa  Lodge,  No.  292,  Chenoa,  McLean  County, 
March  20 — Hall  of  Hampshire  Lodge,  No.  443,  Hampshire,  Kane  County. 
March  21 — Hall  of  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  205,  Paw  Paw,  Lee  County. 
April  4 — Hall  of  Dundee  Lodge,  No.  190,  Dundee,  Kane  County. 
April  5 — Hall  of  La  Grange  Lodge,  No.  770,  La  Grange,  Cook  County. 
May  9— Hall  of  South  Park  Lodge,  No.  662,  Hyde  Park,  Cook  County. 
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With  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  buildings  in  which  these  halls  are  located, 
are  substantial  two-story  brick,  and  owned  by  the  Craft.  The  lodge  rooms  are  neat 
and  roomy,  with  suitable  parlors,  preparation  and  tyler's  rooms. 

The  attendance  of  the  Craft  was  large  at  these  dedications,  particularly  at 
Carthage,  to  which  lodges,  Chapters  and  Commanderies  of  Knights  Templar  came, 
from  a  circle  of  fifty  miles  or  more.  The  address,  after  dedication,  was  in  the  court 
house,  where  I  had  a  large  and  attentive  audience.  An  account  of  one  dedication  is 
the  description  of  each.  Dedication  ceremonies,  address  by  Grand  Master,  banquet, 
sentiments  and  responses,  then  a  sociable,  or,  what  pleased  the  young  folks  better,  a 
dance.  To  Hampshire  and  Dundee  I  was  accompanied  by  that  courteous  and  effi- 
cient brother,  W.  S.  Hewins,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Fourth  District, 
and  a  large  delegation  of  brethren  from  Elgin,  while  at  La  Grange  and  South  Park  I 
had  about  all  the  active  workers  in  Chicago,  whose  names  are  legion.  To  one  and 
all  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  their  services. 

OFFICIAL  VISITATIONS. 

Official  visits  were  made  to  the  following  lodges,  in  many  of  which  I  installed 
the  officers,  saw  the  several  degrees  conferred,  and  in  all  of  which  I  addressed  the 
brethren  on  their  duties  as  Freemasons : 

October  7 — Home  Lodge,  No.  508,  Chicago. 

October  12 — Blaney  Lodge,  No.  271,  Chicago. 

October  29 — Providence  Lodge,  No.  711,  Jefferson. 

November  i — Marshall  Lodge,  No.  133,  Marshall. 

November  7 — Bloomington  Lodge,  No.  43,  Bloomington. 

December  5 — Cobden  Lodge,  No.  466,  Cobden. 

December  6 — Vienna  Lodge,  No.  150,  Vienna. 

December  16 — Moses  R.  Thompson  Lodge,  No.  38 1,  Freeport. 

December  27 — Miners'  Lodge,  No.  273,  Galena. 

January  2 — Chicago  Lodge,  No.  473,  Chicago. 

January  4 — Garden  City  Lodge,  No.  141,  Chicago. 

January  5 — Palace  Lodge,  No.  765,  Pullman. 

January  27 — Kewanee  Lodge,  No.  159,  Kewance. 

February  7 — Prairie  Lodge,  No.  77,  Paris. 

February  14 — Havana  Lodge,  No.  88,  Havana. 

February  22 — Cedar  Lodge,  No.  124,  Morris. 

March  9 — Cass  Lodge,  No.  23,  Beardstown. 

March  16 — Princeton  Lodge,  No.  587,  Princeton. 

March  29 — Cleveland  Lodge,  No.  211,  Chicago. 

April  10 — Garfield  Lodge,  No.  686,  Chicago. 

April  II — Hesperia  Lodge,  No.  411,  Chicago. 

April  13 — Landmark  Lodge,  No.  422,  Chicago. 

June  23 — Olney  Lodge,  No.  140,  Olney. 
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August  28 — Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  308,  Chicago. 
August  29 — Constantia  Lodge,  No.  783,  Chicago. 

In  nearly  all  of  these  visitations  your  Grand  Master  was  accompanied  by  one  or 
more  members  of  his  staff,  and  distinguished  brethren.  The  receptions  were  cordial, 
and  the  instructions  given  cannot  fail  of  good  to  the  lodges  visited. 

To  the  brethren  of  Constantia  Lodge,  783, 1  am  indebted  for  a  pleasant  surprise, 
the  gift  of  a  beautiful  and  costly  Grand  Master's  jewel,  a  token  of  their  continued 
and  warm  friendship  for  myself.  The  ties  that  have  bound  one  or  more  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  lodge  to  me  are  of  such  a  nature  that  additional  obligations  can  but  re- 
mind us  of  them,  but  cannot  make  them  stronger. 

DISPENSATIONS— FEES  RECEIVED. 

LODGES   U.    D. 

Stanford ;5Sioo  00 

Riverton  Union 100  00 


Total $200  00 

DISPENSATIONS   FOR   ADVANCEMENT   OF  CANDIDATES. 

Lodge.                     No.                   Fees.  Lodge.                     No.                    Fees. 

Macon 8 ;^io  00    Jeffersonville..... 460 $20  00 

Excelsior 97 1000     Valley 547 500 

Kewanee 159 500     Pera 574 500 

"Wilmington 208 5  00  

Kinmundy 398 5  00  Total ^65   00 

Dispensations  for  elections,  installations,  vacations  and  other  purposes,  have 
been  issued  as  follows : 

Lodge.                    No.                   Fees.  Lodge.                    No.                  Fees. 

Equality 2 %     2  00     Murrayville 432 %     2  00 

Catlin 14 200     Loami 450 200 

Oriental 33 2  00     Blazing  Star 458 2  00 

Kavanaugh 36 200     Walshville 475 200 

Temple 46 2  00     Shannon 490 2  00 

Jackson 53 200    Woodhull 502 200 

Roscoe 75 200     Clintonville 511 200 

Mt.  Nebo 76 2  00     Andalusia 516 2  00 

Excelsior 97 200     Minooka 528 200 

Lebanon no 2  00     Cordova 543 2  00 

Olney 140 2  00     Valley 547 2  00 

Kewanee 159 2  00     Gardner 573 2  00 

Westfield 163 2  00     National 596 2  00 

Star  in  the  East 166 200     E.  F.  W.  Ellis 633 200 

Germania 182 2  00     D.  C.  Cregier 643 2  00 
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Warren 209 

Keeney 223 

Horicon 244 

Rob  Morris 247 

Miners' 273 

Accordia 277 

Hinckley 301 

Dearborn 310 

A.  Jonas 316 

Saline 339 

Kedron 340 

Marine 355 

LaMoille 383 

Kankakee 389 

Blair 393 

Muddy  Point 396 

Hesperia 411 

Paxton 416 

Lanark 423 

Exeter 424 

Scottville 426 

Paid  Grand  Secretary  total 


2  00     Yorktown 655 2  00 

2  00     Lafayette 657 2  00 

2  00     South  Park 662 2  00 

200     Erie 667 200 

200     Waldeck 674 200 

200     Pawnee 675 200 

200     A.  O.  Fay 676 200 

2  00     Enfield 677 2  00 

2  00     Morrisonville 681 2  00 

2  00     Galatia 684 2  00 

2  00     Scott  Land 743 2  00 

200    Alta 748 200 

2  00     Pre-emption 755  2  00 

2  00     Hardinsville 756 2  00 

200     Sullivan 764 200 

2  00     Mansfield 773 2  00 

200     Lake  View 774 200 

2  00     Colchester 781 ,2  00 

2  00  

2  00  Total ^138  00 

2  00  

M03  00 


GRAND   OFFICERS   INSTALLED. 

During  the  year  I  have  installed  the  following  appointed  officers,  who  were  ab- 
sent at  Grand  Lodge  installation  : 

R.  W.  Rev.  Hiram  W.  Thomas,  Grand  Chaplain. 
W.  Bro.  Leslie  A.  Munn,  Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 
W.  Bro.  Daniel  Stewart,  Grand  Steward. 

APPOINTMENTS, 

R.  W.  Bro.  William  J.  Calhoun,  Grand  Orator,  and  W.  Bro.  Thomas  S.  Mather, 
Junior  Grand  Deacon,  having  removed  from  Illinois,  and  W.  Bro.  A.  J.  Harbers, 
Grand  Steward,  having  lost  his  membership  by  dimit,  I  made  other  appointments, 
as  follows : 

R.  W.  Rev.  George  C.  Lorimer,  Grand  Orator. 
W.  Bro.  Joseph  E.  Evans,  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 
W.  Bro.  George  K.  Hazlitt,  Grand  Steward. 

MT.    VERNON   RELIEF   FUND. 


Immediately  upon  reading  in  the  newspapers  of  the  terrible  cyclone  which  de- 
stroyed the  beautiful  city  of  Mt.  Vernon,  in  this  State,  I  forwarded  my  personal  check 
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for  twenty-five  dollars  to  Brother  Charles  W.  Pavey,  and  Grand  Lodge  Committee 
on  Charity  drew  an  order  for  one  hundred  dollars,  a  draft  for  which  was  sent, 
together  with  five  dollars  received  from  Dallas  City  Lodge,  No.  235,  to 
George  W.  Evans,  Chairman  of  Relief  Committee  Cyclone  Sufferers,  receipt  for 
which  has  been  received.  Upon  investigation,  it  being  found  that  our  brethren  had 
greatly  suffered  by  the  disaster,  a  circular  containing  the  following  information  was 
issued,  with  result  as  given  below  : 

FROM  THE  GRAND  EAST  OF  THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL  THE  GRAND  LODGE) 

OF  THE  State  of  Illinois,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  V 

65  Sibley  Street,  Chicago,  March  20,  1888.     J 

To  the  Worshipful  Master,  Wardens  and  Members  of  the  Constituent  Lodges  in  Illinois  : 

Brethren  :  The  disaster  which  befell  our  brethren  in  the  cyclone  at  Mt.  Vernon  has  proven 
more  serious  than  yet  reported.  The  following  list  of  losses  of  the  members  of  the  Craft  is  an- 
nounced for  your  information  : 


Silas  Downer, 

#   850 

S.  W.  Porter, 

■$>  5.000 

Russel  Dewey, 

3,200 

Mrs.  Mary  Handsaker. 

1,300 

C.  D.  Ham, 

400 

B.  C.  Stratton, 

400 

W.  E.  Jackson, 

3,000 

A.  M.  Stratton, 

500 

Mrs.  B.  S.  Miller, 

(widow, 

1,000 

J.  G.  Saeurs, 

400 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Pace, 

(widow). 

1,800 

T.  E.  Westcott, 

400 

A.  W.  Plummer, 

300 

J.  H.  Irvin, 

650 

R.  F.  Pace, 

100 

D.  H.  Wise, 

8,000 

C.  H.  Patton, 

1,200 

Thos.  Walsh, 

2,800 

S.  A.  Patterson, 

300 

C.  C.  Hoit, 

950 

A.  F.  Taylor, 

250 

J.  P.  Crocker, 

500 

J.  F.  Watson, 

5,300 

A.  C.  Tanner, 

a,5oo 

T.  P.  Watson 

100 

R.  E.  Ryan, 

15,000 

S.  W.  Watson, 

5,000 

Geo.  Howard, 

2,000 

Geo.  W.  Evans, 

Total, 

3,000 

Mrs.  N.  C.  Pace, 

465,200 

1,000 

No  language  of  your  Grand  Master  can  add  to  the  silent  appeal  of  these  figures,  and  no  act  so 
quickly  brings  its  own  reward  as  the  prompt  relief  of  the  distressed. 

It  is  recommended  that  all  moneys  donated  by  lodges  be  sent  to  Grand  Treasurer  Wiley  M. 
Egan,  Room  11,  Board  of  Trade  Building,  Chicago,  who  will  forward  same  to  the  brethren  so  sadly 
stricken. 

Fraternally, 

J.  C.  SMITH, 
Attest :  Grand  Master. 

[seal.]  L.  L.  MUNN, 

Grand  Secretary. 

Hon.  John  C.  Smith,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Chicago,  111. : 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Brother  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  of  the  "  Mt. 
Vernon  Relief  Fund."     The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  accompanying  my  first  remittance  : 

"Chicago.  April  i6th,  i838. 
Walter  Watson,  Esq.,  W.  M.  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  31,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Mt.  Vernon,  111.  : 

Dear  Sir  and  Bro.  :  At  the  request  of  Grand  Master  John  C.  Smith,  I  hand}[you  check  for 
;^5oo.oo  to  be  distributed  by  you  among  the  most  needy  members  of  the  Craft,  who  are  suffering  from 
the  effects  of  the  late  cyclone  at  your  town.     Please  acknowledge  receipt  and  oblige, 

Yours  fraternally, 

W.  M.  EGAN,  Grand  Treasurer." 


28 


Proceedings  of  the 


yOd.  Snd, 


The  Mt.  Vernon  Relief  Fund, 

In  account  with  W.  M.  Egan,  Grand  Treasurer.  • 
DR. 

April  i6,  1888.      To  check  to  Walter  Watson,  W.  M.  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge $500  00 

May  15,  1888.       To  check  to  Walter  Watson,  W.  M.  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge 500  00 

June  12,  i888.       To  check  to  Walter  Watson,  W.  M.  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge 500  00 

August  29,  1888.  To  check  to  Walter  WaUon,  W.  M.  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge no  87 

"  To  paid  postage,  stationery,  etc 8  68 

"  To  paid  clerk 50  00 

CR. 

June  30,  1888.       By  Total  contribution  to  date  as  per  following  statement 1.669  55 

$1,669  55         $1,669  55 
Statement  showing  amount  contributed  by  each  lodge  : 


DATE 

Mch.  26 
27 

^i: 
27 

27 
27 
27 
28 
28 
28 
28 
28: 
28 
38; 
28 
28 
28 
29 

29 
29 
29 
29 

29 

29; 
29 

29 
29 

3° 
30; 
30 
30 

30 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
April  2 


LODGE  AND  NO.  AM  ' 

Waubansia,  160 $  10 

Astoria,  100 5 

Kaskaskia,  86 5 

Bement,  365 16 

Hardin,  44 5 

Winchester,   105 25 

New  Boston,  59 5 

Grand'Crossing,  776 5 

South  Park,  662 S 

Western  Star,  240  5 

McLean,  469 5 

Hinckley,  301 5 

Washburn,  421 2 

Dunlap,  321 2 

Pleasant  Hill,  565 5 

Knoxville,  66 10 

Waltham,   384 5 

Cuba,   534 5 

Omega,  775 20 

Richmond,   143 5 

Buda,3g9 10 

Charleston,  35 10 

Mason  City,  403 5 

Comet,  641 5 

Oquawka,   123 10 

Blackberry,  359 10 

Sumner,  334 10 

Lacon,  61 5 

Bureau,  112 25 

Staunton,  177 S 

Rantoul,  470 10 

York,   313 5 

Palace,  765 5 

Normal,  673 5 

Gillespie,  214 S 

Social,  70 5 

D.  C.  Cregier,  643 25 

Waldeck,  674 15 

Aurora,  254 25 

DeWitt,  84 10 

Jerseyville,  394 S 

Aledo,  252 5 

T.J   Turner,  409 20 

Manchester,  229 3 

Landmark,  422 15 

Lebanon,  no 25 

Fulton  City,  189 10 

Paxton,  416 5 

Peoria,  207 10  ' 

Cyrus,  188 , 5 

Windsor,   322 10 

Mendon,  449 5 

Elizabeth,  276 5 

Lakeside,  739 25 

Belvidere,  60 10 

Occidental,  40 5 


't. 

DATE. 

00 

4, 

00 

4, 

00 

5, 

IS 

5, 

GO 

5, 

00 

5, 

00 

5, 

00 

5, 

00 

5, 

00 

6, 

00 

6, 

00 

6, 

00 

6. 

00 

6, 

00 

6. 

00 

6, 

00 

6, 

00 

6, 

so 

6, 

00 

6, 

00 

7. 

00 

7. 

00 

7, 

00 

7. 

00 

7, 

00 

7, 

00 
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00 

7, 

00 

7, 

00 

7, 

00 

9, 

00 

9, 

00 

9, 

00 

9. 

00 

9. 

00 

9. 

00 

9. 

00 

9, 

00 

10, 

00 

10, 

00 

10, 

00 

10, 

GO 

10. 

00 

10, 

00 

10, 

00 

10, 

00 

10, 

00 

11, 

00 

II, 

00 

II, 

00 

:i. 

00 

11, 

00 

00 

12, 

00 

13. 

00 

13. 

LODGE  AND  NO.  AM'T. 

Marcelline,  114 s  °o 

Apollo,  642 5  00 

Hermitage,  356 25  00 

Bodley,  1 5  00 

Horicon,  244 10  00 

Omega,  775 5  50 

Milledgeville,  345 5  00 

LaGrange,  770 5  00 

Garden  City,  141 10  00 

Kankakee,  389 jo  00 

Sparland,  441 2  00 

Blandinsville,  233 5  00 

Watseka,  446 10  00 

Lessing,  557 20  00 

Benjamin,  297 5  00 

Illinois  Central,  178 5  00 

Archimedes,  377 15  00 

Chebanse,  429 10  00 

Lincoln,  210 10  00 

Kilwinning,  311 s  00 

Piper,  608 5  00 

Momence,  481 10  00 

Jerusalem  Temple,  go 25  00 

Vesper,  584 10  00 

Greenup,  125 5  00 

Lambert,  659 5  00. 

Edwardsville  99 10  00 

Morning  Star,  734 15  00 

St.  Johns.  13 5  00 

Siloam,  780 10  00 

Oneida,  337 5  00 

Seneca,  532 2  00 

La  Moille,  383 s  00 

Pontiac,  105 5  00 

Rankin,  725 5  00 

Englewood,  690 10  00 

Chapel  Hill,  719 5  00 

Doric,  319 5  00 

Johnsonville,  713 10  00 

A.  W.  Rawson,  145 5  00 

San  Jose,  64s 2  00 

Avon  Harmony,  253 5  00 

Macon,  8 25  00 

Elvaston,  715 2  45 

Orangeville,  687 10  00 

Garfield,  686 10  00 

Dearborn,  310 25  00 

Altona,  330 5  00 

Rock  River,  612 10  00 

Mizpah,  768 10  00 

Lincoln  Park,  611 10  00 

W.  H.  Rhodes,  member  Lincoln 

Park,  611 I  00 

Sublette,  349 10  00 

Schiller,  335 10  00 

Payson,  379 5  00 
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23. 
23, 
23, 
23. 
23. 
23, 
23, 
23, 
23, 
23. 
24. 
24, 
24. 
24. 
24, 
24. 
24, 

25, 
25, 
25. 

25, 

25, 
25, 
26, 
26, 


LODGE  AND  NO. 

Tonica,  364 

Arcana,  717 

Omega,  77s 

Charleston,  35 

Jo  Daviess,  278 

Livingston,  371 

Du  Quoin,  234 

Ionic,  312 

Monitor,  522 

Erie,  667 

Cherry  Valley,  173 

Cobden,  466 

Richard  Cole,  697 

Pleiades,  478 

Herder,  669 

Carmi,  272 

Horeb,  363 

Howard.  309 

Sunbeam,  428 

Blair,  393 

El  Paso,  246 

Covenant,  526 

Mt.  Joliet,  42 

Oxford,  367 

East  St.  Louis,  504 

Warsaw,  257 

Bowen,  486 

Perry,  95 

Albany,  566 

Durand,  302 

Cambridge,  49 

Vitruvius,  81 

Chatham,  523 

Woodhull,  502 

Raymond,  692 

Havana,  88 

Valley,  547 

Pacific,  400 

Senior  Warden  of  Pacific  Lodge, 

400 

Franfort,  567 

Walnut,  722 

Dawson,  556 

Forrest,  614 

Denver,  464 

Plymouth,  286 

Wright's  Grove,  779 

Mississippi,  385 


AM  T. 

5  00 
5  00 
2  00 
2  00 
5  00 

20  00 

10  00 

25 

IS  00 
2  00 

5 
10  00 

5  00 
10  00 

5  00 
10  00 

1  00 
5  00 
5  00 

50  00 

2  00 
5  00 

10  00 
5  00 
10  00 
14  90 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 

1  50 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 

2  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 

20  00 
5  00 
5  00 

10  00 
5  00 


May 


June 


14, 
14, 
16, 
16, 
17, 
23. 
23, 
24, 
24, 
II, 
18, 
28, 

30, 


LODGE   AND  NO.  AM  T. 

Fillmore,  670 3  00 

A.  O.  Fay,  676 10  00 

New  Bumside,  772 5  00 

Pleasant  Plains,  700 5  00 

Carman,  732 5  00 

Freemont,  462 5  00 

Sherman,  535 5  00 

,  Fairview,  350 5  00 

Tarbolton,  351 5  00 

Miles  Hart,  595 5  00 

Greenville,  245 5  00 

Louisville,  196 25  00 

New  Columbia,  336 5  00 

Adams,  529 5  00 

Peotone,  636 5  00 

Newton,  2t5 10  00 

Donnellson,  255 5  00 

Princeton,  587 25  00 

Sharon.  550 10  40 

Lake  View,  774 10  00 

Sibley,  761 7  25 

J.  R.  Gorin,  537 1  00 

Illiopolis,  521 5  00 

Wilmington,  208 5  00 

Lake  Creek,  729 7  50 

Yates  City,  448 5  00 

Douglas,  361 10  00 

Kingston,  266 5  00 

La  Prairie,  267 5  00 

Herrin's  Prairie,  693 10  00 

Shiloh,  397 5  CO 

Bath,  494 10  00 

Full  Moon,  341 5  00 

Milton,  275 9  90 

Amity,  472 5  00 

Empire,  126 2  00 

Calumet,  716 10  00 

Bethalto,  406 10  00 

CoUinsville,  712 10  00 

Evans,  524 10  00 

Golconda,  131 2  50 

New  Salem,  218 5  00 

Barry,  34 5  00 

Annawan,  433 5  00 

Blueville,  647 5  00 

Total  a'm't  contributed  to  date. .^1669  55 


The  following  contributions  were  received  after  June  30th,  and  by  instructions  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter were  returned  : 

July  10,  Panju  226 $  5  00 

July  12,  Lee  Center,  146 5  00 

August  13,  Olney,  140 10  00 

Total  amount  returned J20  00 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

WILEY  M.  EGAN,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Chicago,  August  29th,  1888. 

The  report  of  Brother  Walter  Watson,  Worshipful  Master  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge, 
No.  3 1 ,  shows  to  what  good  use  the  money  was  disbursed,  and  the  return  of  so  much 
of  the  fund  contributed  by  the  Craft  indicates  a  careful  disposition  on  the  part  of 
Brother  Watson  and  the  membership  at  Mt.  Vernon,  to  use  no  more  of  these  funds 
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than  was  necessary  to  relieve  their  pressing  wants.     I  commend  these   brethren   for 
having  so  high  an  appreciation  of  the  sacred  trust  placed  in  their  hands. 

The  amount  returned  to  me,  $1,059.77,  has  been  placed  in  hands  of  Grand 
Treasurer.  I  would  recommend  that  the  same  be  disposed  of  as  the  representatives 
of  the  lodges  contributing  may  direct. 

Mt.  Vernon,  III.,  Sept.  loth,  1888. 

Jno.  C.  Smith.  Esq.,  Chicago,  III. 

Most  Worshipful  Gr.'v.nd  Master  :  Your  circular  letter  March  20th,  1888,  addressed  to 
the  Craft  in  Illinois,  stating  the  names  and  losses  of  members  and  members'  families  caused  by  the 
cyclone  February  19th,  1888,  resulted  in  the  generous  giving  by  the  Cralt  of  $1,^x0.87  to  relieve  the 
distress  and  suffering  thereby  inflicted.  Much  had  already  been  done  by  the  Craft  and  by  the  gen- 
eral public  before  this  fund  arrived.  I  distributed  $565  of  this  fund  where  I  thought  it  was  needed, 
as  is  shown  by  vouchers  enclosed  herewith.  The  remainder  $1,060.87  (less  exchange  of  Ji.io)  is 
hereby  returned,  as  I  think  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  donors  has  been  accomplished.  And  while 
the  "  cyclone  sufferers  "  for  whose  relief  this  money  was  donated  are  none  of  them  reimbursed  to 
any  considerable  amount,  none  are  suffering,  and  all  are  self-sustaining,  and  therefore  I  deem  it  right 
and  proper  to  return  this  money  to  you  for  your  disposal. 

WALTER  WATSON, 
W.  M.  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  31. 

JACKSONVILLE,    FLORIDA. 

In  response  to  the  appeal  for  aid  from  our  brethren  suffering  from  yellow  fever 
in  Jacksonville,  Florida,  approved  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  that  State,  a  draft 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  was  sent  to  Bro.  Dr.  C.  W.  Johnson,  chair- 
man Masonic  Relief  Committee,  one  hundred  dollars  of  which  was  from  Grand 
Lodge  Charity  Fund,  and  twenty-five  dollars  received  by  me  as  donation  from  D.  C. 
Cregier  Lodge,  No.  643. 

LODGE   HALLS   DESTROYED. 

January  22 — The  hall  of  Raritan  Lodge,  No.  727,  was  destroyed  by  fire  and 
charter  burned.     A  duplicate  charter  was  immediately  issued. 

February  6 — Hall  of  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  657,  destroyed  by  fire  and  charter 
burned.     Duplicate  charter  issued. 

February  19 — Hall  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  31,  was  destroyed  by  cyclone 
and  charter  lost.     A  duplicate  charter  was  issued. 

April  26 — Hall  of  Crete  Lodge,  No.  763,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Charter,  jew- 
els and  books  were  saved  through  exertions  of  members.  Dispensation  issued  free  of 
charge,  to  omit  stated  communications  for  three  months,  or  until  new  hall  could  be 
secured. 

July  30 — Hall  of  Eldorado  Lodge,  No.  730,  destroyed  by  fire.  All  property 
lost  but  charter,  which  was  saved  by  Worshipful  Master,  Brother  S.  T.  Webber. 
Dispensation,  free  of  charge,  was  granted  to  omit  stated  communications  for  three 
months,  or  until  new  hall  could  be  procured. 
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August  15 — Hall  of  Cuba  Lodge,  No.  534,  was  destroyed  by  reason  of  trench- 
ing near  the  foundations.     Charter  and  some  furniture  saved. 

CHARTER   SURRENDERED. 

Losiant  Lodge,  No.  jgy. — The  membership  of  this  lodge  having  become  re- 
duced so  that  it  was  difficult  for  them  to  get  sufficient  numbers  to  hold  a  meeting. 
At  the  stated  communication  in  December,  1887,  proposition  was  submitted  to  sur- 
render charter,  and  at  the  next  stated  communication,  in  January,  iSSS,  all  the  mem- 
bers having  had  "due  and  timely  notice,"  the  motion  to  surrender  charter  was 
"unanimously  adopted."  Under  my  orders,  R.  W.  Brother  W.  L.  Milligan,  D.  D. 
Grand  Master,  took  possession  of  the  charter,  books  and  other  property  of  Lostant 
Lodge,  No.  597,  and  forwarded  same  to  Grand  Secretary  L.  L.  Munn. 

I  commend  the  brethren  of  this  lodge  for  the  prompt  and  correct  manner  in 
which  they  went  about  closing  their  lodge,  when  its  usefulness  had  become  impaired* 
and  would  direct  the  attention  of  the  brethern  of  several  other  lodges  in  the  same 
condition,  and  whose  membership  is  not  one-half  that  of  Lostant,  to  go  and  do  like- 
wise. 

CHARTERS   SUSPENDED. 

Polar  Star  Lodge,  No.  6^2. — Informed  of  trouble  in  this  lodge,  I  ordered  an 
investigation  by  R.  W.  Brother  C.  M.  Forman,  D.  D.  Grand  Master,  and  from  his 
full  and  able  report,  I  found  that  trouble  and  dissension  ot  a  serious  nature  had 
existed  in  this  lodge  for  several  years.  Meetings  were  few  and  far  apart,  no  elec- 
tion of  officers  for  two  years,  and  no  meetings  for  six  months  past,  and  when  last 
held  were  in  a  private  residence,  because  there  was  no  other  place  to  meet  in.  The 
members  having  been  notified  to  meet  the  D.  D.  Grand  Master,  but  nine  appeared,  the 
meeting  was  informal,  as  there  was  no  secure  place  in  which  to  convene  a  lodge,  and  of 
the  nine,  only  six  were  in  favor  of  continuing  the  lodge,  even  could  a  suitable  place  be 
secured  in  that  or  the  adjoining  town.  It  is  unnecessary  to  name  other  reasons,  for 
the  above  were  sufficient  to  suspend  charter  of  Polar  Star  Lodge,  No.  652,  which  I 
did,  and,  in  accordance  with  my  instructions,  the  same,  together  with  the  effiscts  of 
said  lodge,  were  forwarded  Grand  Secretary.  I  recommend  that  the  name  Polar 
Star  and  number  652  be  stricken  from  the  roll. 

Cornell  Lodge,  No.  y^^. — This  lodge  having  ceased  to  hold  meetings,  not  hav- 
ing met  in  over  one  year,  being  reduced  to  twelve  members,  and  but  five  of  them 
resident,  upon  my  order,  R.  W.  Brother  W.  L.  Milligan  D.  D.  Grand  Master  took 
charge  of  the  charter,  jewels  and  effects  of  lodge,  forwarding  same  to  Grand  Secre- 
tary. I  would  recommend  that  the  name  Cornell  and  number  753  be  stricken  from 
the  roll. 

A   WORSHIPFUL   MASTER   DEPOSED   FROM   OFFICE. 

February  iSth,  I  received  a  communication  from  the  Worshipful  Master  of 

Lodge,  No. ,  informing  me  that  he  was  engaged  in  the  "  saloon  or  retail  liquor 
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business,"  that  he  had  unintentionally  violated  the  liquor  laws  of  the  State  and  been 
prosecuted  therefor.  Recognizing  the  fact  that  he  was  liable  to  have  charges  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  that  his  conduct,  no  matter  how  innocent,  might  be  used  to 
the  discredit  of  Masonry,  he  asked  that  he  might  be  suspended  from  the  functions  of 
his  office.     His  letter  concludes  as  follows: 

"  I  feel  myself  in  my  heart  to  be  as  good  a  Mason  and  as  good  a  citizen  as  I 
ever  was,  but  in  view  of  the  unfortunate  situation  of  affairs,  it  would  perhaps  be  bet- 
ter for  me  as  well  as Lodge  that  you  should  retire  me  from  further  service  as 

the  Worshipful  Master  of ;-  Lodge,  and  assign  some  qualified  brother  to  act  as 

Worshipful  Master  until  the  next  annual  election." 

The  communication  was  read  to  the  lodge,  was  unanimously  recommended  by 
lodge,  the  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens  uniting  in  same.  After  an  investigation  by 
the  D.  D.  Grand  Master,  and  correspondence  with  the  brethren,  and  considering  the 
manly  course  of  the  brother,  and  believing  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the  lodge,  I 
issued  the  following  order  : 

"  To  the  Worshipful  Master,  Wardens  and  Brethren  of  Lodge,  No.  — — ,  A. 

F.  &  A.  M. 

"  Brethren  :     For  reasons  set  forth  in  letter  to  me  of  February  17,  from  Bro. 
-,  Worshipful  Master  of  Lodge,  No. ,  and  in  accordance  with  his 


own  request  voluntarily  made,  the  said  Worshipful  Brother is  relieved  from 

the  office  of  Worshipful   Master  of Lodge,  No. ,  for  the  remainder  of  his 

term  or  during  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Grand  Master  or  Grand  Lodge. 

"  Second. — Brother  Past  Master is  hereby  appointed  proxy  of  the  Most 

Worshipful  Grand  Master,  to  preside  over  all  stated  and  special  communications  of 
Lodge,  No. ,  held  during  the  suspension  of  Brother . 

"  Fraternally, 

"J.  C.  SMITH, 
"  Grand  Master." 

The  appointment  of  Brother ,  as  my  proxy,  was  at  the  special  request  of 

the  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens. 

APPOINTMENT   OF   PROXY. 

October  18,  1887,  appointed  R.  W.  Brother  W.  J.  A.  DeLancey  my  proxy  to 
open  and  preside  over  all  communications  of  Centralia  Lodge,  No.  201,  during  the 
absence  from  this  State  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens. 

January  6,  1888,  R.  W.  Brother  DeLancey  reported  to  me  that  he  "  had  the 
honor  to  preside  over  two  stated  communications,  when  the  Worshipful  Master  re- 
turned and  took  the  helm." 
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October  30,  1887,  appointed  R.  W.  Brother  Owen  Scott  my  proxy  to  open  and 
preside  over  all  communications  of  Chenoa  Lodge,  No.  292,  during  absence  from 
State  of  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens. 

Presume  he  is  faithfully  doing  so,  as  I  have  no  report  to  the  contrary. 

INVASION   OF   JURISDICTION. 

Palace  Lodge,  No.  765 — Complained  of  invasion  of  jurisdiction  by  Germania 
Lodge,  No.  182,  which  had  initiated,  passed  and  raised  a  candidate  living  within  the 
territorial  limits  of  Palace  Lodge.  Upon  my  order,'  Germania  Lodge,  No.  182, 
paid  over  all  the  fees  collected  and  made  fraternal  apology. 

Caledonia  Lodge,  No.  ^7,  having  received  petition,  elected  and  initiated  a  per- 
son residing  within  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Villa  Ridge  Lodge,  No.  562,  I  ordered 
that  apology  be  made  and  fee  paid  over  to  Villa  Ridge  Lodge,  which  order  was  com- 
plied with. 

May  25,  a  joint  communication  was  sent  me  from  the  Worshipful  Masters  of 
Blazing  Star  Lodge,  No.  458,  and  Andrew  Jackson  Lodge,  No.  487,  submitting  a 
question  of  jurisdiction.  I  decided  that  Andrew  Jackson  Lodge  had  invaded  the 
jurisdiction  of  Blazing  Star  Lodge,  and  on  my  order  apology  was  made  and  the  fees 
paid  over  to  Blazing  Star  Lodge. 

The  question  of  invasion  of  jurisdiction  is  of  too  frequent  occurrence,  as  there 
should  seldom  be  such  a  case,  and  it  only  arises  from  an  indifference  to  law  or  in 
pure  defiance  of  law.  It  is  as  much  the  duty  of  every  committee  on  petition  to  make 
inquiries  as  to  residence  of  applicant,  assuring  themselves  of  the  fact  that  he  resides 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  lodge,  as  it  is  to  inquire  into  his  moral,  mental  and 
physical  qualifications,  and  so  report  to  the  lodge.  Were  this  faithfully  attended  to 
there  would  be  few  if  any  complaints  of  invasion  of  lodge  jurisdiction. 

CONCURRENT  JURISDICTION. 

December  3,  certificate  of  Clerk  of  the  city  of  Lake  View  having  been  fur- 
nished that  Lake  View  had  been  incorporated  into  a  city,  I  decided  that  the  lodges 
in  said  city  of  Lake  View  would  hereafter  be  governed  by  By-Laws  of  Grand  Lodge, 
Art.  XL,  Sec.  IIL,  part  two,  their  jurisdiction  being  concurrent. 

DECISIONS. 

1.  What  vote  is  necessary  to  elect  to  honorary  membership? 

Answer.  Honorary  membership,  like  a  vote  of  thanks,  being  complimentary, 
requires  but  a  majority  vote. 

2.  A  W^orshipful  Master  was  installed  at  proper  time  named  in  by-laws ;  night 
being  very  stormy,  no  other  officer-elect  was  present.  Is  a  dispensation  necessary  to 
install  the  other  officers  ? 

si 
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Answer.  No.  The  Worshipful  Master  having  been  legally  installed  it  becomes 
his  duty,  as  well  as  his  privilege,  to  install  the  other  officers  elected  and  appointed, 
at  same  communication  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable. 

3.  Lodge  having  refused  to  waive  jurisdiction  and  permit  petition  to  be  received 
by  another  lodge,  from  candidate  residing  within  territory  of  lodge  refusing,  what 
time  must  elapse  before  they  can  act  upon  waiver  of  jurisdiction  a  second  time  ? 

Answer.  One  year;  and  request  should  always  lie  over  one  stated  communi- 
cation. 

4.  "  I  claim  that  it  requires  seven  Master  Masons  and  a  Tiler  to  open  and  close 
lodge." 

Answer.  You  are  wrong ;  Grand  Lodge  has  decided  that  seven  Master  Masons, 
though  one  of  the  seven  be  the  Tiler  or  a  brother  acting  as  Tiler,  are  the  number  re- 
quired to  be  present,  and  seven  members  of  the  lodge  are  required  to  be  present  to 
transact  the  business  of  the  lodge. 

5.  Can  we  receive  the  petition  of  a  worthy  man,  who  is  well  respected  in  our 
community,  but  who  is  of  one-eighth  African  blood  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  If  the  applicant  possesses  all  the  qualifications  required  by  the 
ancient  landmarks  and  our  laws.  [See  Sections  I.  and  II.,  Art.  XII.,  part  second. 
Grand  Lodge  By-Laws.]  Masonry  knows  no  distinction  of  race  or  color.  It  is  the 
mental,  moral  and  physical  qualifications  of  the  man  that  are  to  be  considered,  and 
not  the  color  of  his  skin. 

6.  Secretary  of  lodge  encloses  copy  of  second  notice  to  pay  dues,  with  follow- 
ing question  :  "  I  called  twice  at  the  place  of  business  of  a  delinquent  brother  and 
failed  to  find  him  in ;  will  the  mailing  of  enclosed  notice  to  his  place  of  business 
answer  the  purpose  ?  " 

Answer.  Yes.  While  the  law  requires  that  the  member  in  arrears  for  dues 
shall  be  notified  in  person,  if  possible,  of  such  arrears,  it  does  not  expect  the  impossi- 
ble. There  is  a  duty  imposed  upon  every  member  of  a  lodge,  as  well  as  upon  the 
officer ;  it  is,  that  the  brother  shall  pay  such  dues  as  the  by-  laws  prescribe,  and  those 
dues  should  be  paid  to  the  Secretary  and  in  the  lodge-room.  I  therefore  hold  that 
having  called  twice  at  the  place  of  business,  or  residence,  of  a  delinquent  brother, 
and  failing  to  find  him,  the  mailing  of  copy  of  enclosed  second  or  final  notice  to  the 
brother  at  his  place  of  business,  or  residence,  will  be  a  compliance  with  the  law  of 
Grand  Lodge. 

7.  A  candidate  on  being  asked  the  constitutional  question,  "  Do  you  believe  in 
the  existence  of  God?"  ansv/ered  "No."  The  lodge  has  decided  to  return  his  pe- 
tition fee,  and  inquire  from  the  Grand  East  its  duty  in  the  premises. 

Answer.  The  duty  of  the  lodge  is  to  return  petition  fee  to  candidate,  and  in- 
form him  that  so  long  as  he  holds  such  belief  he  cannot  be  made  a  Mason. 
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8.  Lodge  elected  officers  before  lime  specified  in  by-laws.  Was  the  election 
legal  ? 

Answer.  No.  Lodge  must  elect  at  time  specified  in  by-laws;  failing  to  do  so, 
must  then  ask  for  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  to  elect. 

9.  A  brother  failing  to  live  an  upright,  moral  life,  but  otherwise  in  good  repute 
and  standing  in  the  lodge,  dies ;  should  the  lodge  give  him  Masonic  burial  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  if  the  brother  when  living,  or  the  family  after  his  death,  requests 
the  same.  The  Master  of  a  lodge,  or  any  member  thereof,  should  not  raise  the 
question  of  a  brother's  moral  standing  after  his  death  if  it  was  unquestioned  before  ; 
and  if  questioned  before,  and  no  action  taken,  ought  not  to  be  permitted  after  death 
to  do  that  which  they  did  not  have  the  moral  courage  to  do  when  the  brother  was 
living. 

SCHOOLS   OF   INSTRUCTION. 

During  the  past  Masonic  year  Schools  of  Instruction  have  been  held  at  Rock 
Island,  Cairo,  Carthage,  Carmi,  Danville,  Taylorville,  Peoria,  Belleville  and  Chicago, 
to  each  of  which  I  gave  one  or  more  days. 

In  the  appointment  of  Grand  Lecturers  I  had  in  view  the  selection  of  efficient 
and  correct  workers,  each  of  whom  would  be  competent  to  preside  over  a  School  of 
Instruction,  though  alone.  Having  secured  such  brethren  and  constituted  them  a 
Board  of  Examiners,  I  divided  the  Board  and  increased  the  number  of  schools  from 
the  customary  number  of  five  to  nine,  assigning  two  members  to  one  set  of  schools 
and  three  to  the  other,  bringing  full  Board  to  closing  school  at  Chicago. 

The  wisdom  of  this  new  departure  was  questioned  at  the  time,  but  it  has  proven 
a  success.  In  1887  five  schools  were  held  with  a  representation  of  255  lodges  and 
attendance  of  991  members  of  lodges,  while  in  the  schools  of  1888  there  were  519 
lodges  represented  and  an  attendance  of  2,05 1  members  of  lodges. 

You  will  observe  that  while  there  were  not  twice  the  number  of  schools  held  in 
1888  that  there  have  been  in  former  years,  the  lodges  represented  and  members  in 
attendance  were  more  than  double  those  of  the  past  year  and  nearly  equal  to  twice 
that  of  any  former  year. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  interest  taken  in 
these  schools,  and  an  ardent  desire  manifested  by  the  brethren  throughout  the  State 
to  perfect  themselves  in  the  standard  work  of  their  own  jurisdiction. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  a  more  interesting  and  no  less  important  fact,  and 
that  is  the  expense  to  Grand  Lodge  of  these  Schools  of  Instruction.  In  1887  the  cost 
for  five  schools  was  ^1,105.28,  while  the  cost  for  nine  schools  for  1888  was 
^1,001,10,  a  less  sum  than  in  any  former  year.  Referring  now  to  my  previous 
remarks  on  reduction  of  Grand  Lodge  dues  and  saving  in  expenses  of  this 
Board,    I    would   under   no    circumstances   have    more    than  five    Schools  in    one 
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year;  would  again  divide  the  Board,  and  thus  save  one-half  the  sum  heretofore  paid 
Grand  Examiners.  The  extreme  points  in  this  State  were  covered  by  Schools  of  last 
year,  and  I  am  therefore  confident  that  expenses  of  Board  can  hereafter  be  kept 
within  six  hundred  dollars,  and  thus  save  annually  a  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  to 
Grand  Lodge. 

The  earnest  friend  and  advocate  of  a  dissemination  of  ritualistic  knowledge 
through  means  of  a  Board  of  Grand  Lecturers,  I  am  more  the  friend  of  the  Crafts- 
men who  have  to  pay  the  bills  of  this  Board,  particularly  of  the  many  who  can  never 
participate  in  this  instruction.  The  distinguished  members  whom  the  Craft  have 
delighted  to  honor,  and  whose  labors  in  the  Masonic  field  have  shed  a  lustre  upon 
the  works  of  Freemasonry  throughout  the  land,  have  not  been  made  in  Schools  of 
Instruction.  They  have  been  lovers  of  the  art,  devotees  of  the  science,  and  believers 
in  the  brotherhood  of  man.  There  can  be  no  argument  founded  on  reason  or  jus- 
tice, why  forty  thousand  Craftsmen  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  that  in  which 
they  cannot  participate,  and  these  Grand  Lecturers  ought  to  be  paid  by  those  who 
employ  them. 

There  is  no  more  reason  why  Grand  Lodge  should  pay  for  ritualistic  lectures 
than  that  it  should  pay  for  lectures  on  friendship,  morality,  or  brotherly  love.  There 
is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  few  to  look  upon  the  perfect  Rit- 
ualist as  a  model  Mason,  no  matter  what  his  deficiency  in  all  that  goes  to  make  a 
master  workman,  a  good  executive  officer,  or  a  companionable  Craftsman.  You  can 
no  more  command  the  interest  of  your  membership  by  making  the  ritual  the  all-ab- 
sorbing and  ideal  thought  of  Masonry,  than  you  can  build  up  the  congregation  of  a 
church  by  the  pastor  reciting  the  creed  to  his  people  on  every  Sabbath,  and  giving 
them  nothing  more.  Masonry  was  founded  for  social  and  fraternal  purposes,  and 
when  you  depart  from  these  cardinal  and  organic  principles  you  reduce  the  fraternity 
to  a  level  with  the  life  and  health  associations  of  the  present  day.  Better  give  up 
Masonry  than  do  this,  for  you  cannot  compete  with  them.  The  strength  of  this  fra- 
ternity is  not  in  the  number  of  its  members,  but  in  the  intelligence,  virtue  and  com- 
panionship of  the  Craftsmen. 

Our  members  were  thought,  in  former  times,  to  have  given  too  much  of  their 
time  and  means  to  this  social  feature;  but  they  were  only  in  accord  with  the  times, 
and  they  were  never  accused  of  a  failure  to  respond  to  the  cry  for  relief.  It  now 
behooves  us  not  to  go  to  the  other  extreme,  which  in  some  communities  we  are  cer- 
tainly doing. 

In  getting  rid  of  certain  customs,  which  in  this  day  have  become  vices,  we  drove 
them  from  the  lodge  to  chapter,  from  chapter  to  commandery,  and  from  commandery 
to,  well  I  I  may  say  clubs;  and  with  them  went  the  entire  social  and  companionable 
features  of  Freemasonry.  This  is  all  wrong,  and  is  working  an  evil.  No  sooner  is 
the  brother  taken  through  the  various  associations  of  Freemasons  named,  than  he  is 
told  that  he  must  now  join  the  "Ancient  Companions,"  or  some  similar  organization, 
to  find  that  social  companionship  he  has  so  much  expected  in  the  lodge.     So  with 
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what  is  known  as  the  "higher  grades."  A  Mason  climbs  to  the  "Thirty-third"  round 
of  the  ladder,  and  is  there  met  with  the  information  that  what  he  sought  and  for 
which  the  man  ever  craves,  companionship,  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  "Plebeian 
Order  of  No  Man's  Land." 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  advocate  a  return  to  that  social  habit,  now  so  much  de- 
tested by  all  Freemasons;  and  much  less  would  I  advocate  a  reckless  expenditure  ol 
money  to  the  bankruptcy  of  lodges,  but  knowing,  from  practical  experience,  the 
benefits  arising  from  a  simple  and  inexpensive  luncheon,  I  would  justify  any  lodge 
in  an  expenditure  for  the  same,  and  most  earnestly  recommend  that  they  participate  in 
such  more  frequently  than  they  now  do,  and  that  they  take  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters with  them  on  all  proper  occasions.  One  of  the  most  elegant  banquets  I  attended 
last  winter  was  set  by  the  Craftsmen  of  Taylorville;  but  I  assure  you,  brethren,  that  it 
gave  me  no  more  pleasure  than  the  simple  coffee  and  sandwich  of  the  brothers  at 
Danville. 

There  is  a  good  deal  that  is  human  in  the  advice  given  by  an  old  lady  to  a 
niece  who  was  just  married:  "Auntie,"  said  the  bride,  "if  John  and  I  can  only  live 
as  long  and  as  happy  together  as  you  and  uncle,  I  will  die  content.  Tell  me  the 
secret  of  your  happiness!  Won't  you?"  The  old  lady  replied:  "Yes,  Lottie;  I 
vnll.     All  men  love  good  eating;  feed  John  well!" 

STANDARD   TEAM. 

During  the  past  winter,  R.  W.  Brother  James  John,  Grand  Lecturer,  asked  what 
I  thought  of  his  forming  a  team  of  the  most  proficient  workers,  and,  whenever  in- 
vited by  the  lodges  in  this  city,  visiting  them  and  giving  a  full  exemplification  of  the 
authorized  work.  I  replied  that  I  thought  well  of  it,  and  wished  him  to  do  so;  asso- 
ciating with  him  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  Brothers  F.  S.  Belden,  Charles  Reifsnider, 
D.  F.  Flannery,  H.  S.  Albin,  W.  Brothers  H.  McCall,  Thomas  Ockerby,  and  others, 
he  proceeded  to  do  so.  They  have  conferred  degrees  in  some  twenty-five  or  more 
lodges,  without  expense  to  lodge  or  Grand  Lodge,  at  many  of  which  I  have  been 
present,  and  can  therefore  testify  to  the  correctness  of  their  work.  These  brethren 
have  builded  better  than  they  knew,  for  they  have  solved  the  ritualistic  problem. 
There  is  not  a  lodge  in  this  State  that  cannot,  with  its  officers,  form  just  such  a  team, 
and  present  the  work  to  perfection;  but,  if  there  be  such  lodge,  then  it  better  close 
its  doors. 

I  call  5'our  attention  to  reports  of  Board  of  Grand  Examiners  and  "  Standard 
Team,"  also  to  those  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  to  be  found  in  appendix 
to  proceedings.  Reports  of  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers  are  not  included,  as  they  have 
heretofore  taken  up  several  pages  of  proceedings  with  matter  of  no  general  interest. 

SEMI-CENTENNIAL  OF  GRAND  LODGE. 

There  are  but  few  more  pleasant  recurring  occasions  in  the  life  of  man  than  the 
anniversary  of  his  birth,  and  in  the  history  of  associations  than  when  some  important 
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period  is  reached — the  twenty-fifth,  fiftieth  or  one  hundredth  year  are  events  not  to 
be  overlooked. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  the  fact  that  our 
next  annual  communication  will  be  the  fiftieth,  and  as  so  few  of  us  may  expect  to  be 
present  when  the  centennial  is  reached,  I  recommend  that  it  would  be  well  to  com- 
memorate the  coming  event.  I  therefore  ask  that  appropriate  committees  be  now 
named  to  take  into  consideration  the  manner  of  celebrating  the  Semi- Centennial  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  they  have  full  charge  of  the  same. 

REPRESENTATIVES   TO   OTHER   GRAND    LODGES. 

There  is  a  growing  interest  in  having  well-known  and  zealous  brothers  as  Rep- 
resentatives near  the  Grand  Lodges  of  such  bodies  as  are  recognized  by  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  the  subject  is  becoming  of  such  importance  as  to  call  for  a  change  in  the 
term  of  appointment.  There  are  appointments  to  this  Grand  Lodge  of  brethren  who 
have  not  met  with  Grand  Lodge  for  twenty  years,  some  not  now  in  membership, 
others  who  are  dead,  and  a  few  who  have  left  the  jurisdiction  or  are  entirely  un- 
known to  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  appointments  from  this  Grand 
Lodge  are  as  unsatisfactory.  In  view  of  these  facts,  I  recommend  the  adoption  of  a 
law  making  the  appointments  from  this  Grand  Lodge  good  for  three  years  from  date 
of  commission,  new  commission  to  issue  the  coming  Masonic  year. 

HONORARY    MEMBERSHIP. 

While  it  may  be  true  that  no  man  ought  to  work  harder  or  more  faithfully  for  the 
Craft  because  of  the  plaudits  of  his  brethren,  it  is  yet  true  of  all  of  us  that  we  work 
"  the  more  cheerfully,  even  though  engaged  in  "  doing  humanity's  work  sublime," 
when  we  know  we  have  the  approval  of  our  fellow-man. 

That  this  Grand  Lodge  may  be  able  to  commend  the  labors  performed  by  such 
distinguished  Craftsmen  as  brethren  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  of  Maine,  Theodore  S. 
Parvin,  of  Iowa,  and  Frederic  Speed,  of  Mississippi;  WiUiam  James  Hughan,  the 
great  Masonic  historian ;  Captain  Charles  Warren,  R.  E.,  for  his  explorations  at  Jeru- 
salem, and  others,  I  would  recommend  a  grade  of  membership  in  this  Grand  Lodge 
be  recognized,  to  be  known  as  honorary  membership. 

MASONIC   BOARD    OF   RELIEF. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  formed  in  the  city  of  Chicago  a  Masonic 
Board  of  Relief  "  for  the  assistance  of  worthy  temporary  sojourners  in  distress,"  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  Craft  from  impostors. 

This  Board,  now  fully  organized  and  with  but  limited  means  at  its  disposal,  has 
accomplished  so  much  good,  relieved  so  many  in  distress,  detected  numbers  of  im- 
postors and  brought  to  notice  .so  many  unworthy  beggars,  as  to  commend  itself  to  the 
Craft.     I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  approval  of  this  and  similar  organizations 
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at  Cairo,  as  elsewhere,  and  particularly  to  urge  upon  all  the  lodges  in  Chicago  the 
importance  of  giving  the  Board  their  counsel  and  support  by  taking  membership 
therein. 

GRAND   LODGE   DISTRICT   OF   COLUMBIA. 

The  following  circular  letter  from  M.  W.  Brother  Jesse  W.  Lee,  Jr.,  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  District  of  Columbia,  is  worthy  of  your  careful  and  serious  consid- 
eration : 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GRAND  MASTER  OF  MASONS) 

OF   THE    DISTRICT   OF   COLUMBIA,  > 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  22d,  1888. ) 

To  M.  IV.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  Being  deeply  sensible  of  the  importanceof  a  due  cultivation  of  the 
social  relations  which  should  ever  exist  between  all  the  Masons  of  the  world,  wherever  dispersed, 
and  in  view  of  the  peculiar  local  position  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  being,  as 
it  is,  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  this  great,  prosperous,  and  ever  increasing  people;  its  membership 
enjoying,  as  it  always  has,  the  confidence  of  the  surrounding  communities,  and,  as  a  Masonic  Body, 
having  the  confidence,  esteem  and  respect  of  all  the  high  Masonic  Powers  with  which  it  has  had 
ofiScial  relations,  the  Grand  Master  feels  it  incumbent  on  himself,  at  this  present  juncture,  to  con- 
tinue the  policy  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  ever  pursued  by  it,  to  extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to 
all  the  equal  Masonic  Powers  of  Craft  Masonry  throughout  the  world;  not  only  to  those  who  have 
heretofore  been  in  official  correspondence  with  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  also  to  all  others  which  have 
been  generally  recognized  by  the  Masonic  Powers  of  the  world,  and  which  have  been  duly  organ- 
ized and  constituted  in  any  well-established  Masonic  Rite;  not  only  those  who  have  been  for  a  con- 
siderable length  of  time,  but  likewise  to  all  regularly  constituted  Grand  Bodies  of  more  recent  dates, 
and  particularly  to  those  who  have  found  it  necessary  to  separate  themselves  from  bodies  practicing 
rites  not  consonant  with  the  Degrees  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  that  they  might  govern  themselves, 
as  Symbolic  Grand  Lodges,  free  from  any  entanglement  with  other  Governing  Powers. 

Impelled  by  the  above  and  other  important  considerations,  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  mutual 
exchange  of  such  friendly  "  offices,"  whereby  our  own  Brethren  may  be  cordially  and  fraternally 
received  and  greeted  as  Masons,  whenever  and  wherever  they  may  sojourn  or  "  travel  in  foreign 
countries;"  and  also,  that  all  regular  Masons,  irrespective  of"  Rites,"  from  whatever  country  they 
may  hail  shall,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  among  the  Masons  and  in  the  lodges  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  find  themselves  as  much  at  home  as  when  in  their  own  countries  and  lodges,  and  with 
their  own  personal  friends;  thus  demonstrating  the  real,  practical,  fraternal  principles  of  that  insti- 
tution which  claims  to  be  universal. 

Under  the  provision  adopted  by  this  Grand  Lodge  at  an  early  date,  authorizing  the  M.  W- 
Grand  Master,  in  his  discretion  to  enter  into  official  relations  with  all  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
world,  I  therefore  invite  you  to  entertain  the  following  propositions: 

First.  To  enter  into  fraternal  official  relations  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  by  appointing  a  Grand  Representative  of  your  Grand  Lodge  near  that  Grand  Lodge. 

Second.  To  regularly  exchange  with  said  Grand  Lodge  copies  of  all  printed  proceedings 
which  may  prove  of  utility;  and  to  keep  up  a  regular  and  uninterrupted  correspondence. 

To  inaugurate  the  first  proposition  I  place  here  below  the  names  of  three  brethren,  members 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  either  of  whom  we  shall  willingly  receive  and  welcome  as  the  Grand  Repre- 
sentative of  your  Grand  Lodge  near  our  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternal  official  relations  having  been  long  established  with  your  Grand  Lodge,  (Grand 
Lodge  of  Illinois),  this  circular  letter  is  sent  for  information  only. 

JESSE  W.  LEE,  Jr.,  Grand  Master. 
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"  To  extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  all  the  equal  Masonic  Powers  of 
Craft  Masonry  throughout  the  world,"  should  be  the  aim  of  every  Grand  Lodge,  that 
"our  own  brethren  may  be  cordially  and  fraternally  received  and  greeted  as  Masons 
whenever  and  wherever  they  may  sojourn  or  travel  in  foreign  countries." 

Illinois  no  less  than  the  District  of  Columbia  has  a  deep  interest  in  this  question 
of  recognition;  not  from  any  "  peculiar  local  position  of  Grand  Lodge,"  but  from  its 
grand  central  and  commanding  position.  Illinois  has  become  the  great  central  gate- 
way for  an  exchange  of  the  commerce  of  the  entire  continent,  and  in  its  commercial 
emporium,  the  matchless  and  imperial  city  of  Chicago,  are  to  be  found  representa- 
tives of  all  the  nations  and  peoples  of  the  earth.  With  resident  members  of  the  Fra- 
ternity from  every  quarter  of  the  globe  among  us,  and  thousands  of  our  members 
visiting  foreign  lands,  this  question  6i  recognition  is  pressing  hard  for  consideration, 
and  is  entitled  to  a  calm  and  unprejudiced  investigation. 

That  you  may  know  what  other  Grand  Bodies,  in  addition  to  those  acknowl- 
edged by  IlHnois,  are  looked  upon  as  governing  Craft  Masonry  throughout  the  globe, 
and  are  recognized  as  such  by  the  other  Grand  Lodges  of  this  continent,  I  submit  the 
following  table : 

ALABAMA — Brazil,  Greece,  Mexico,  New  South  Wales,  Peru. 

ARIZONA— Colon  and  Cuba,  Peru,  Vera  Cruz. 

ARKANSAS— Colon  and  Cuba,  New  South  Wales,  Spain. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA— Bayreuth,  New  South  Wales,  Peru,  Victoria  Australia. 

CALIFORNIA— Argentine  Republic,  Belgium  (Supreme  Council),  Belgium  (Grand  Orient), 
Brazil,  Colon  and  Cuba,  Egypt  (Grand  Oriente),  Germany,  Italy,  Mexico,  Prussia  (Grosse  Lodge), 
Prussia  (Grand  Oriente),  Peru,  Portugal,  Spain,  United  States  of  Venzuela,  United  States  of 
Columbia. 

COLORADO— Colon  and  Cuba. 

CONNECTICUT— Colon  and  Cuba,  Prussia,  Saxony. 

DELAWARE— New  South  Wales. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA— Cuba,  Hidalgo,  Italy,  Jalasco,  Jacques-de-Molay,  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia, Mordus,  Mexico  (Federal  District  of  ),New  South  Wales,  Oakaca,  Peru,  Vincento  Guerrero, 
Victoria  Australia,  Vera  Cruz. 

FLORIDA— Colon  and  Cuba. 

GEORGIA— Colon  and  Cuba,  Egypt  (Grande  Oriente),  Portugal. 
IDAHO— Colon  and  Cuba,  Egypt  (Grande  Oriente),  New  South  Wales. 
INDIANA— Italy. ; 

INDIAN  TERRITORY— Colon  and  Cuba,  New  South  Wales. 

IOWA— Cuba,  Chili,  Egypt,  Mexico,  New  South  Wales,  Peru,  Roumania,  Victoria,  V«ra 
Cruz. 

KANSAS— Peru. 

KENTUCKY— Colon  and  Cuba,  Egypt  (Grande  Oriente). 

LOUISIANA— Argentina  (S.  C.  33°),  Brazil  Unido  (Grand  Orient),  Colon  and  Cuba,  Mexico 
(Federal  District  of),  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Prussia  (G.  R.  Y.  of  Fr.),  Saxony,  Vera  Cruz. 
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MAINE— Colon  and  Cuba,  Peru. 

MANITOBA— Colon  and  Cuba,  New  South  Wales. 

MARYLAND— Colon  and  Cuba,  New  South  Wales,  Portugal,  Spain. 

MICHIGAN— New  South  Wales,  Peru. 

MISSOURI— Colon  and  Cuba,  Chili,  Egypt  (Grande  Oiientc). 

MONTANA— New  South  Wales,  Victoria  Australia. 

NEBRASKA-Italy. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK— Colon  and  Cuba,  New  South  Wales. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— Colon  and  Cuba. 

NEW  JERSEY— Colon  and  Cuba. 

NEW  MEXICO— Colon  and  Cuba. 

NEW  YORK— Colon  and  Cuba,  Electric  Union,  Peru,  Porto  Rico,  Saxony,  Zur  Eintracht. 

NOVA  SCOTIA— Brazil  (Grand  Orient),  Costa  Rica  (Grand  Orient). 

OHIO — Colon  and  Cuba. 

OREGON — Mexico  (Federal  District  of),  New  South  Wales,  Spain,  Victoria  Australia. 

PENNSYLVANIA— Colon  and  Cuba. 

QUEBEC— Peru,  Portugal,  Spain. 

RHODE  ISLAND— Colon  and  Cuba. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA— Colon  and  Cuba. 

TENNESSEE— Brazil,  Colon  and  Cuba,  Peru,  Portugal,  Prussia  (Royal  York),  Prussia 
(Three  Globes). 

TEXAS— Colon  and  Cuba. 

UTAH— Colon  and  Cuba. 

WEST  VIRGINIA— Colon  and  Cuba,  New  South  Wales. 

WISCONSIN— Colon  and  Cuba,  New  South  Wales. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

In  the  mass  of  correspondence  received  by  Grand  Master  many  subjects  come 
up  that  are  of  local  interest  only  and  need  not  be  referred  to  here ;  but  there  are 
some  things  it  were  well  to  be  reminded  of.  That  of  "  physical  qualifications  "  of 
candidates  is  one  of  them.  It  is  surprising  how  many,  otherwise  well  qualified 
brethren,  ask  "  if  a  man  who  has  lost  an  arm  or  a  leg  is  incapacitated  from  becoming 
a  Mason?"  If  there  be  an  unquestioned  Landmark  in  Masonry,  that  is  one  which 
prohibits  the  making  of  any  man  a  Mason  whose  "  maim  or  defect  in  his  body  ren- 
ders him  incapable  of  conforming  literally  to  what  the  several  degrees  respectively 
require  of  him,"  and  surely  no  one  will  claim  that  the  loss  of  a  leg  or  arm,  though 
replaced  with  one  of  wood,  permits  of  such  person  "  conforming  literally  to  what  the 
several  degrees  require  of  him." 

Another,  and  no  less  oft  repeated  question,  is  that  of  the  status  of  a  "  non-affil- 
iated Mason."     Grand  Masters  have  written  upon  this  theme ;  correspondents  have 
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labored  with  it,  and  volumes  would  be  required  to  hold  all  that  has  been  said  upon 
the  subject.  I  have  invariably  replied  that  it  was  a  question  easily  and  briefly  an- 
swered. The  remedy  is  within  each  lodge,  and  can  be  exercised  by  every  brother. 
The  right  of  objection  to  the  non-affiliated  Mason  sitting  in  any  lodge,  and  the  laws 
of  our  Grand  Lodge  prohibiting  the  "voluntary  non-affiliated  Mason"  from  partici- 
pating in  any  "  Masonic  ceremonies,"  are  sufficient  to  protect  any  banquet  table  from 
the  ravages  of  the  free  luncher,  who  voluntarily  shirks  his  share  of  the  financial  bur- 
den of  sustaining  a  lodge. 

HARMONY  LODGE,  NO.  3. 

There  are  so  many  pleasant  subjects  to  speak  of  and  so  many  kind  things  to  be 
said  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  duties  of  this  office,  that  I  regret  to 
have  to  refer  to  a  class  of  members,  few  though  they  be,  who  give  the  Grand  Master 
more  work  in  deciding  questions  of  no  importance  and  answering  trifling  letters  than 
the  membership  of  one  hundred  well-governed  lodges. 

I  am  this  moment  most  forcibly  reminded  of  this  class  and  am  compelled  to  de- 
lay my  address  to  refer  to  one.  Having  completed  the  record  of  my  labors  and 
placed  the  same  in  hands  of  printer,  I  received  a  paper  purporting  to  be  "  An  appeal 
from  decision  of  Hon.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master."  To  add  to  the  absurdity  of 
this  paper,  the  Grand  Master  is  notified  to  furnish  Grand  Secretary  "  all  papers  in 
said  cause,"  and  for  fear  he  may  not  obey,  Grand  Secretary  and  chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Appeals  are  each  furnished  copy  of  paper  and  Grand  Master  informed  of 
that  fact!  Fearing  that  this  brother's  interpretation  of  Masonic  law  is  based  upon 
what  he  has  witnessed  in  some  town  meeting,  and  that  he  is  as  ignorant  of  his  rights 
as  he  is  of  his  obligations,  I  will  see  that  he  is  protected  in  his  privileges  and  "  that 
no  rights  shall  be  lost,"  although  by  his  own  inaction  he  is  already  out  of  court. 

First — I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  can  be  no  appeal  from 
decision  of  Grand  Master,  and  not  because  of  any  "  ancient  prerogative,"  but  because 
there  are  other  ways  provided  for  seeing  that  no  injustice  be  done  the  brethren. 

Second — Had  action  of  Grand  Master  been  action  of  lodge  and  the  appeal  been 
from  action  of  lodge,  said  action  having  been  taken  in  March  last,  notice  should  have 
been  given  lodge  within  ninety  days,  and  appeal  filed  with  Grand  Secretary  "  at  least 
thirty  days  prior  to  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge."  Neither  of  these  conditions  were 
complied  with. 

But  of  the  subject  matter.  January  16,  1888,  being  a  stated  communication  of 
Harmony  Lodge,  No.  3,  the  weather  excessively  cold  and  difficult  to  make  fires, 
officers  and  members  hesitated  about  opening  lodge,  which  according  to  by-laws  was 
7  p.  M.,  but  was  not  opened  until  about  9  P.  M.  Complaint  being  made,  I  required 
statements  from  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens  and  Secretary  under 
seal  of  lodge,  and  the  same  to  be  read  to  lodge  in  presence  of  complainant  that  he 
might  object  if  in  any  particular  untrue.  The  substance  of  said  certified  statements  is 
as  follows,  and  no  part  thereof  has  been  questioned  to  this  day  : 
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"  After  8  p.  m.  the  W.  M.  said  he  was  fearful  of  taking  cold  if  he  sat  in  the 
East,  owing  to  the  window  in  rear  of  chair;  that  he  wished  to  attend  a  lecture,  and 
if  the  brethren  desired  a  meeting  of  the  lodge  the  Senior  Warden,  who  was  present* 
would  preside."  Complainant  remained  for  some  time  after  the  W.  M.  retired,  when 
he  followed,  presumably  to  attend  same  lecture,  as  he  had  promised  to  accompany  that 
officer.  Lodge  was  shortly  afterward  opened,  the  regular  business  transacted,  a  part  of 
which  was  balloting  upon  two  petitions  and  the  candidates  were  elected.  No  work  was 
done.  Upon  complaint  to  me  of  time  of  opening,  fearing  some  sharp  practice  had 
prevailed,  I  stayed  advancement  of  candidates  until  a  full  investigation.  That  in- 
vestigation developed  the  facts  as  before  stated,  and  that  "  for  several  years  past  the 
lodge  had  opened  from  7:3010  8:15  P.  M.,  and  in  most  cases  the  complainant  was 
present  at  the  meetings." 

My  decision  was  that  the  "meeting  of  January  16,  1888,  was  a  lawful  stated 
communication,  and  all  the  work  done  therein  was  regular." 

I  need  not  refer  to  my  admonition  and  advice  to  officers  and  members  as  to 
irregularity  in  opening,  and  need  only  say  there  has  been  a  reformation  in  that  lodge. 
No  objection  being  made  to  candidates,  they  have  become  Master  Masons,  and  noth- 
ing more  was  heard  from  lodge  or  member  until  this  paper  reached  me  within  a  few 
days  of  session  ot  Grand  Lodge. 

I  shall  refer  the  matter  to  Committee  on  Petitions,  where  the  brother  would 
have  been  heard  had  he  filed  the  proper  papers. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  closing  this  address  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  circular  letters  I  have 
issued  during  the  Masonic  year,  and  the  reasons  therefor  : 

December  I — Organization  of  Board  of  Examiners;  appointment  of  time  and 
place  for  Schools  of  Instruction. 

January  2 — To  stop  discussions  among  brethren  over  rulings  of  Worshipful  Mas- 
ters, and  discourage  the  writing  of  so  many  ex  parte  statements  to  Grand  Master. 

June  14 — To  secure  property  belonging  to  Grand  Lodge.  That  there  is  much 
of  interest,  if  not  of  great  value,  which  ought  to  be  in  archives  of  Grand  Lodge  is 
well  known,  but  I  find  it  difficult  to  reach. 

July  10 — To  elevate  the  position  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  bring  him 
more  immediately  into  communication  with  the  officers  of  lodges  in  his  district. 
From  reports  of  Deputies,  I  learn  that  much  good  has  resulted  from  this  order.  I 
must  recall  attention  to  the  last  paragraph  of  this  letter,  relative  to  seal  of  lodges,  and 
insist  that  the  Lights  of  a  lodge  of  Master  Masons  shall  be  correct. 

July  13 — The  constant  application  for  dispensation  to  permit  lodges  to  parade 
upon  other  than  "strictly  Masonic"  occasions,  were  so  numerous,  and  the  reasons  so 
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few  that  admitted  of  the  request  being  granted,  that  I  determined  to  call  a  halt  and 
remind  the  brethren  of  their  duties  as  Freemasons.  The  facts  are  that  in  a  large 
majority  of  cases,  the  wish  to  parade  was  born  of  the  desire  to  make  a  display  and 
participate  with  civic  and  military  organizations  in  attracting  public  attention. 

To  keep  up  with  the  band  wagon  and  divide  plaudits  of  children  with  the  drum 
major  is  not  Freemasonry.  Acts  of  pure  charity,  disinterested  friendship,  and  other 
Masonic  virtues  are  practiced  in  secret,  and  away  from  the  prying  eyes  of  the  outside 
world.  This  circular  also  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  dispensation  is  necessary 
to  close  lodge  in  the  summer  months,  or  for  any  period  beyond  the  time  named  in 
by-laws. 

August  I — No  appeal  for  aid  other  than  in  case  of  a  general  disaster,  as  that  of 
the  destruction  by  cyclone  of  the  city  of  Mt.  Vernon,  have  been  recommended  by 
me  during  the  past  year.  I  have  permitted  the  same  on  request  of  officers  of  lodge, 
but  only  then  attached  certificate  that  lodge  was  a  legally  warranted  lodge. 

The  reasons  assigned  were  often  the  lifting  of  mortgage  from  farm,  failure  to  in- 
sure property,  death  of  a  horse  or  cow,  to  erect  a  sawmill  or  buy  a  flat-boat,  a  class  of 
property  v/hich  a  large  majority  of  the  Craft  never  owned,  that  I  deemed  it  necessary 
to  restrict  these  appeals.  Upon  inquiry  I  found  little  or  no  contributions  had  been 
made  by  membership  or  lodge  asking  to  make  appeal  for  aid,  that  I  had  to  add  to 
my  circular  as  follows :  "  This  statement  to  Grand  Master  must  also  give,  as  near  as 
can  be,  amount  of  money  contributed  by  the  brethren  and  donated  by  lodge." 

In  all  my  dealings  with  the  brethren  it  has  ever  been  my  desire  and  constant 
aim  to  do  right,  and  administer  the  laws  with  an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  our  great 
Fraternity.  If  I  have  done  this  reasonably  well,  I  shall  be  content,  and  with  a  con- 
sciousness of  duty  performed  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  for  the  good  of  all,  I  shall 
ever  remain. 

Truly  and  fraternally, 


Grand  Master. 
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FROM  THE  GRAND  EAST  OF  THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL  THE  GRAND  LODGE) 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS.  '>- 

65  Sibley  St.,  Chicago,  December  i,  1887.         j 

To  the  Worshipful  blaster ,  Wardens  and  Brethren  of  the  Constituent  Lodges,  A.  F.  and  A.  M., 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  : 

Brethren  :  In  accordance  with  Sec.  3,  Art.  3,  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  I  have  appointed  the 
following  named  brethren  Grand  Lecturers  and  do  hereby  constitute  them  a  Board  of  Examiners  for 
the  purpose  referred  to  in  Article  XV  of  the  Constitution  : 

Worshipful  Brethren  M.  D.  Chamberlin,  Freeport ;  W.  B.  Grimes,  Pittsfield  ;  A.  B.  Ashley, 
Kewanee  ;  James  John,  Chicago  ;  Eugene  L.  Stoker,  Centralia. 

The  better  to  enable  the  Masters,  Wardens  and  brethren  of  the  lodges  in  this  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tion to  obtain  the  correct  work  at  a  less  expense  to  themselves,  and  no  increase  to  Grand  Lodge,  the 
Board  of  Examiners  will  be  divided,  and  the  number  of  schools  increased. 

The  following  named  places  and  time  of  meeting  for  these  Schools  of  Instruction  are  hereby 
ordered,  where  there  will  be  a  full  exemplification  of  the  three  degrees  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry, 
and  the  Work  and  Lectures  as  authorized  by  this  Grand  Lodge  may  be  learned  : 

Brothers  M.  D.  Chamberlin,  A.  B.  Ashley  and  James  John  at 

ROCK  ISLAND,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  January  10,  u,  12. 
CARTHAGE,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  January  24,  25,  26. 
DANVILLE,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  February  7,  8,  9. 
PEORIA,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  February  28,  29  and  March  ist. 

Brothers  W.  B.  Grimes  and  Eugene  L.  Stoker  at 

CAIRO,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  January  17,  18,  19. 
CARMI,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  January  31  and  February  i,  2. 
T.\YLORVILLE,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  February  14,  15,  16. 
BELLEVILLE,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  February  28,  29,  and  March  i. 

The  full  Board  of  Examiners  at 

CHICAGO,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  March  13,  14,  15, 

The  meetings  will  convene  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  on  Tuesday,  and  there  will  be  three  sessions 
daily.  I  trust  that  each  locality  will  be  fully  represented  and  that  the  brethren  who  attend  will  be 
prepared  to  study  the  Work  that  we  may  have  the  best  possible  result. 

The  brethren  in  each  place  designated  have  promised  to  see  that  ample  accommodations  are 
provided,  so  as  to  make  all  comfortable  and  insure  success. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  this  circular  be  read  in  open  lodge  at  the  first  regular  meeting  after 
it  is  received. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  C.  SMITH, 

Attest :  Grand  Master. 

L.  L.  MUNN,  Grand  Secretary'. 

FROM  THE  GRAND  EAST  OF  THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL  THE  GRAND  LODGE) 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS,  V 

Chicago,  January  2,  1888.  J 

To  the  Worshipful  Master,  Wardens  and  Members  of  the  Constituent  Lodges  in  Illinois  : 

Brethren  :  With  the  compliments  of  the  season  the  Grand  Master  greets  you,  and  con- 
gratulates the  Craft  upon  the  PEACE,  HARMONY  and  PROSPERITY  which  prevails  in  all  the 
lodges  in  this  great  jurisdiction.  To  aid  in  the  preservation  of  this  harmony  is  the  duty  of  every 
member,  and  I  give  it  strictly  in  charge  to  every  one,  that  "  no  private  piques  or  quarrels  be  brought 
within  the  doors  of  the  lodge." 

The  daily  practice  in  as  well  as  07/t  of  the  lodge,  of  those  virtues  which  are  ever  taught  in  the 
lodge,  will  make  each  Craftsman  a  better  man  and  more  faithful  Mason.     From  a  long  and  intimate 
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knowledge  of  the  practical  work  in  a  lodge,  I  know  that  much  trouble  arises  because  of  some  brother 
writing  the  Grand  Master  an  ex  parte  statement  of  matters  pertaining  to  the  business  of  the  lodge, 
and  asking  his  decision.  Armed  with  the  Grand  Master's  letter,  if  favorable  to  his  views,  the 
brother  goes  to  his  lodge  to  prove  that  he  was  right,  and  the  officers  or  brethren  wrong,  when  had 
all  the  facts  in  the  case  been  stated  to  the  Grand  Master,  the  decision  might  have  been  entirely  dif- 
ferent, or  at  least  modified. 

The  custom  of  your  Grand  Master,  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  all  letters,  is  so  well  known 
that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  say,  that  all  communications  sent  him  will  continue  to  receive  a  cour- 
teous answer.  While  this  is  true  as  to  general  inlormation,  due  notice  is  hereby  given,  that  no  de- 
cision will  hereafter  be  rendered  unless  the  questions  or  statements  are  duly  certified  by  the  proper 
officers  and  seal  of  lodge  attached. 

It  can  readily  be  seen  that  upon  a  certified  agreement  of  the  facts,  the  Grand  Master  can  have 
an  intelligent  understanding  of  the  case  presented,  and  it  is  manifestly  unjust  to  ask  his  decision 
upon  a  presentation  of  one  side  only. 

This  circular  letter  will  be  read  at  the  first  stated  communication,  after  its  receipt,  and  be 
copied  in  full  upon  the  records,  as  should  every  paper  from  the  Grand  East. 

Wishing  all  Craftsmen  a  Happy  New  Year, 

I  am,  fraternally, 

J.  C.  SMITH, 

Attest :  Grand  Master. 

L.  L.  MUNN,  Grand  Secretary. 

FROM  THE  GRAND  EAST  OF  THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL  THE  GRAND  LODGE] 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOTS,  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS,  > 

65  Sibley  Street,  Chicago,  June  14,  i888.  J 

To  the  Worshipful  Master,  Wardens  and  Members  of  the  Constituent  Lodges  in  Illinois : 

Brethren  :  The  frequent  inquiry  for  Dimits  from  brethren  of  lodges  the  name  and  number 
of  which  have  been  stricken  from  the  roll,  brings  to  my  knowledge  the  fact  that  many  of  the  Record 
and  Membership  books  of  said  lodges  have  never  been  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  that 
much  valuable  property  belonging  to  those  lodges  has  never  been  accounted  for. 

All  brethren  having  information  or  possession  of  any  books,  papers  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  a  lodge  the  name  and  number  of  which  has  been  stricken  from  the  roll,  will  make  known  that 
fact  to  the  Worshipful  Master  or  Secretary  of  his  lodge,  and  that  officer  is  directed  to  advise  the 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  his  district  of  the  same. 

It  is  further  ordered,  that  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  each  Masonic  district  in  this 
State  will  make  due  inquiry  and  diligent  search  for  any  and  all  such  books,  papers  and  property, 
and  report  the  same  to  the  Grand  Master  for  his  instructions. 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  C.  SMITH, 

Attest :  Grand  Master. 

L.  L.  MUNN,  Grand  Secretary. 

FROM  THE  GRAND  EAST  OF  THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL  THE  GRAND  LODGE  ■» 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS,  > 

65  Sibley  Street,  Chicago,  July  10,  1888.  ) 

To  the  Worshipful  Master,  Wardens  and  Brethren  of  the  Constituent  Lodges  in  Illinois  : 

Brethren  :  With  a  more  earnest  desire  to  bring  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Constituent 
Lodges  into  immediate  and  personal  relations  with  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  than  to  re- 
lieve myself  ot  any  correspondence,  your  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  many  questions  are  asked 
of  the  Grand  Master,  and  many  letters  written  him,  which  could  readily  be  answered  by  the  District 
Deputy.  Vou  should  therefore  first  write  to  the  Deputy,  and  if  his  answer  is  not  satisfactory,  then 
to  the  Grand  Master. 
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In  cases  of  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  our  laws,  particularly  where  disputes  and  contentions  ■ 
arise,  the  Worshipful   Master  desiring  counsel  and  advice  ought  immediately  to  invite  the  District 
Deputy  to  visit  his  lodge.     The   personal   acquaintance   of  the   Deputy  with  the  members,  and  his 
general  knowledge  of  Masonic  law,  will  often  enable  him  to  settle  disputes,  still  dissensions  and  re- 
store peace,  harmony  and  good  feeling  among  the  brethren. 

Deputies  when  visiting  lodges  will  examine  the  Record  and  Account  books,  to  see  that  they 
are  properly  written  and  correctly  kept.  They  will  also  see  that  a  book  containing  a  copy  of  the 
By-Laws  is  present  for  newly-made  members  to  sign,  and  that  the  membership  roll  is  carefully  pre- 
served. 

The  particular  attention  of  the  officers  of  lodges  is  called  to  the  seal  of  their  lodge,  as  I  find 
where  the  Square  and  Compasses  are  used  as  a  part  of  the  emblems  of  the  seal,  many  display  the 
light  of  a  Fellow  Craft  lodge,  while  others  indicate  but  a  lodge  of  Entered  Apprentice  Masons. 
This  ought  not  to  be,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  all  such  seals  be  revised  and  corrected  so  as  to 
indicate,  as  they  certainly  should,  that  their  seal  is  the  seal  of  a  lodge  of  Master  Masons. 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  C.  SMITH, 
Attest:  Grand  Master. 

L.  L,  MUNN,  Grand  Secretary. 

FROM  THE  GRAND  EAST  OF  THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL  THE  GRAND  LODGE") 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS,  \- 

65  Sibley  Street,  Chicago,  July  13,  1888.  J 

To  the  Worshipful  Master,  Wardens  and  Brethren  of  the  Constituent  Lodges  in  Illinois  : 

Brethren:  Your  particular  attention  is  called  to  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  Art.  IV.,  Sec.  5, 
Part  Second,  and  Art.  XXXIII.,  Sec.  3,  Part  Three,  which  read  as  follows  : 

"  Art.  IV.,  Sec.  5  :  No  lodge  shall  remain  closed  beyond  the  time  prescribed  in  its  by-laws 
for  holding  stated  meetings,  except  by  dispensation  of  the  Grand  Master." 

"  Art.  XXXIII.,  Sec.  3  :  No  Mason  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  appear  in  any  public  pro- 
cession, nor  in  any  private  or  public  assembly,  with  Masonic  clothing,  unless  under  the  auspices  of 
some  regular  lodge  ;  nor  shall  any  lodge  take  part  in  any  public  procession,  except  to  perform  or 
assist  in  some  ceremony  recognized  as  strictly  Masonic,  unless  by  special  dispensation  of  the  Grand 
Master." 

The  too  frequent  violation  of  each  of  the  above  by-laws  calls  for  a  prompt  disapproval  by  the 
Grand  Master,  and  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  same  cannot  be  violated  without  subjecting  the 
brethren  or  lodge  to  discipline.  It  is  too  often  the  practice  of  lodges  to  omit  meeting  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  and  while  there  may  be  the  excuse  of  excessive  hot  weather  for  not 
meeting,  there  is  no  excuse  for  failing  to  ask  a  dispensation  trom  the  Grand  Master  to  omit  the  same. 

The  "  strictly  Masonic  "  occasions  referred  to  in  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  are  the  funeral  of  a 
brother,  the  laying  of  corner-stones  of  Masonic  and  public  buildings,  and  dedication  of  Masonic 
halls,  each  of  which,  except  the  funerals,  can  only  be  done  by  the  Grand  Master  or  his  proxy. 
National  and  State  holidays,  decoration  day  and  picnics  are  not  "  strictly  Masonic,"  and  dispensa- 
tions will  not  be  granted  for  lodges  to  parade  in  regalia  upon  such  occasions,  unless  there  is  some 
very  special  reason  for  the  same. 

It  ought  to  be  the  pride  of  every  Freemason  to  engage  in  the  celebration  of  the  natal  day  of 
our  Independence,  or  the  decoration  of  the  graves  of  the  heroic  dead  who  died  in  defense  of  our 
national  liberties,  but  only  as  soldiers  or  as  citizens  of  this  Great  Republic.  There  is  no  place  for 
civic  societies  in  such  processions  or  ceremonies. 

Fraternally, 

J.  C.  SMITH, 
Attest :  Grand  Master. 

L.  L.  MUNN,  Grand  Secretary. 
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FROM  THE  GRAND  EAST  OF  THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL  THE  GRAND  LODGE) 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS,  > 

65  SiBLEV  Street,  Chicago,  August  i,  i888.  j 

To  i/te  Worship/ul  Master,  Wardens  and  Members  of  the  Constituent  Lodges  in  Illinois  : 

Brethren  :  Applications  from  lodges,  to  the  Grand  Master,  to  endorse  and  recommend  ap- 
peals for  aid  are  so  numerous  as  to  call  for  the  following  rules  upon  this  subject  : 

The  right  of  any  lodge  in  the  State  to  appeal  to  the  brethren  on  behalf  of  a  suffering  widow,  a 
destitute  orphan  or  an  indigent  brother  will  not  be  questioned,  neither  will  the  Grand  Master  say  if 
the  appeal  be  one  worthy  or  unworthy  of  your  charity.  To  constitute  himself  the  judge  of  any 
brother's  ability  to  contribute,  would  be  wrong,  as  the  brethren  issuing  the  appeal  are  the  best  judges 
of  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  it  is  for  those  to  whom  the  appeal  is  made  to  say  if  they  are  able 
to  give. 

Charity  is  a  personal  obligation,  and  it  is  for  each  brother  to  satisfy  himself  if  the  object  be 
worthy;  and  he  must  himself  be  the  judge  of  his  ability  to  contribute. 

All  applications  for  permission  to  send  circulars  or  letters  of  appeal  into  the  lodges  in  this 
State,  on  behalf  of  indigent  brothers,  widows,  orphans,  or  dependent  relatives  of  brethren,  will  re- 
ceive attention,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  be  directed  to  certify  that  the  lodge  is  duly  chartered,  and 
the  appeal  may  then  be  issued,  on  compliance  with  the  following  rules  : 

1.  The  committee  to  consist  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  Wardens  and  Secretary,  and  none 
other. 

2.  A  concise  statement  of  the  case,  certified  by  said  officers,  shall  be  read  in  open  lodge,  and 
a  majority  vote  of  all  members  present  shall  be  required  asking  permission  of  the  Grand  Master  to 
issue  such  appeal. 

3.  In  statement  made  by  this  committee,  and  under  seal  of  lodge,  shall  be  given  the  number 
of  members  and  the  reasons  why  the  membership  of  the  lodge  cannot  themselves  give  the  relief  asked 
of  others.  This  statement  to  Grand  Master  must  also  give,  as  near  as  can  be,  amount  of  money 
contributed  by  the  brethren  and  donated  by  lodge. 

4.  The  Secretary  to  receive  and  disburse  all  moneys,  &c.,  under  the  direction  of  the  lodge. 

On  compliance  with  the  above  rules,  appeals  for  aid  may  be  sent  into  the  lodges  in  obedienc* 
to  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  on  no  account  will  any  circular  be  permitted  to  be  sent  into  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  other  Grand  Lodge. 

Any  lodge  hereafter  receiving  an  appeal  without  certificate  of  Grand  Secretary,  will  forward 
Mini*  to  Grand  Master  for  his  action. 

Fraternally, 

J.  C.  SMITH, 
Attist :  Grand  Master. 

L.  L.  MUNN,  Grand  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  TREASURER. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  the  following  report,  together  with  his  books 
and  vouchers,  which,  on  motion,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance : 

Wiley  M.  Egan,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  Grand  Lodge  F.  &  A.  M.  of  Illinois. 

1887.  Dr. 

Oct.         3,     To  balance  to  credit  General  Fund I4 1,643  92 

3,     To  balance  to  credit  Charity  Fund 71998 

Total  credit  balance,  as  per  last  report ^42,363  go 

Nov.     10,  To  amount  received  of  L.  L.  Munn,  Gr.  Sec'y...  65  00 

Dec.       I,  "                   "                   "                "        ...  68  00 

1888. 

Jan.        3,     To  dividend  on  A.  A.  Glenn's  insurance 32  90 

5,  To  interest  on  Government  bonds 5000 

Feb.       I,  To  amount  received  of  L.  L.  Munn,  Gr.  Sec'y...  165  00 

March    1,  "                     "                     "                 "         ...  82  50 

31,  "                     "                     "                 "         ...  51  00 

May       I,  "                    "                    "                "        ...  16  00 

June     30,  "                    "                    "                "...  208  ZZ 

July       2,     To  interest  on  Government  bonds 100  00 

Aug.      2,  To  amount  received  of  L.  L.  Munn,  Gr.  Sec'y...  17,713  14 

Sept.      I,  "                    "                    "                 "        ...  11,178  53 

29,     To  interest  on  Government  bonds 50  00 

29,  To  amount  received  of  L.  L.  Munn,  Gr.  Sec'y...  1,265  3° 

29,  "                     "                     "      Charity  Fund..  114  00 

Oct.        I,  Total  amount  received  since  last  report ^3i>i59  7° 

^73,523  60 
1887.  Cr. 

Oct.        6,     By  mileage  and  per  diem  ord.  pd.  per  vouchers...  ^2,629  20 

6,  By  mileage  and  per  diem  orders  pd  Grand  Lodge 

representatives,  as  per  vouchers I4>795  ^o 

6,  Total  mileage  and  per  diem  paid $17,42480 

MISCELLANEOUS   ORDERS   PAID,  AS    FOLLOWS : 
DATE 
OF  ORDER.      NO.  TO  WHOM  ISSUED. 

1887. 

Sept.    30,     1156     Alex.  T.  Darrah $12500 

Oct.        3,     1160     Journal  Printing  Company 155  25 
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Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


3.  I 

161 

3,  I 

163 

6,  1 

164 

6,  I 

165 

6,  I 

166 

6,  ] 

167 

6,  1 

178 

6,  ] 

180 

6,  1 

181 

6,  ) 

182 

6,  1 

183 

6,  ] 

185 

6,  1 

186 

6,  ] 

187 

6, 

1 188 

31. 

189 

31. 

[190 

9. 

1191 

9, 

[192 

9. 

'193 

9, 

1194 

30,  1 

195 

30.  > 

196 

31,  1 

197 

31.  ' 

288 

198 

7, 

[199 

12,  ) 

200 

18, 

201 

18, 

[202 

18, 

[203 

18, 

[204 

20, 

[205 

26, 

[2o6 

26, 

[207 

26, 

[208 

3i> 

[209 

31. 

[2IO 

3. 

211 

3. 

[212 

3> 

I2I3 

8, 

I2I4 

8, 

I215 

IS, 

I216 

15. 

I2I7 

Journal  Printing  Company 529  80 

Alex.  T.  Darrah 335  96 

D.M.Browning 300  00 

R.  R.  Stevens 100  00 

Z.  T.  Griffin 25  00 

Henry  Brader 10  00 

Milward  Adams 400  00 

D.  B.  Breed 25  00 

E.  T.  E.  Becker 3  85 

John  Von  Gunten,  Jr 8  30 

Louis  C.  Seeley 10  00 

Edwin  P.  Tilley 50  75 

R.R.Stevens 75  20 

E.W.Wood 2  45 

Thomas  S.  Mathers ..  24  50 

John  C.  Smith 125  00 

L.  L.  Munn 208  33 

Journal  Printing  Company 1,268  70 

John  F.  Smith 317  23 

L.  L.  Munn 3  16 

American  Express  Company 9  75 

L.  L.  Munn 208  33 

John  C.Smith 125  00 

L.  L.  Munn 208  34 

John  C.  Smith 125  00 

John  C.  Smith 102  77 

Western  File  and  Index  Company 3  75 

John  F.  Smith 75  20 

M.  D.  Chamberlin 34  40 

A.  B.  Ashley 31  20 

J.  H.  C.  Dill 38  60 

S.  D.  Childs  &  Co 12  75 

W.B.Grimes 51  80 

E.  L.  Stoker 36  20 

John  Austrian 10  00 

L.  L.  Munn 208  33 

John  C.  Smith 125  00 

M.  D.  Chamberlin 48  30 

A.  B.  Ashley 37  30 

W.  E.  Ginther 4S  7° 

W.  B.  Grimes 50  10 

E.  L.  Stoker 32  80 

M.  D.  Chamberlin 49  7° 

F.  S.  Belden 38  50 
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IS, 
17. 

27, 
29, 

29, 

March   8, 


April 


26, 
26, 
26, 
26, 
26, 
26, 
26, 
31, 
31, 
2, 
7. 


May 


7, 
30, 
30, 
31, 
31, 
March  8, 
June     30, 

30, 

July  2, 
2, 
2, 
2, 
2, 
2, 
2, 
2, 
2, 
2, 

31. 

31, 


218 
219 
220 
221 

222 
223 
225 
226 
227 
228 
229 
230 
231 
232 
233 
234 
235 
236 

237 
238 

239 
240 
241 

242 -j  John  C.  Smith 

243  John  C.  Smith 

244  L.  L.  Munn 

245  John  C.  Smith 

246  L.  L.  Munn 

247  John  C.Smith 

Journal  Printing  Company, 


A.  B.Ashley 

John  M.  Pearson  ... 

John  C.  Smith 

John  M.  Pearson... 

L.  L.  Munn 

John  C.  Smith 

W.  B.  Grimes 

J.  H.  C.  Dill 

J.  E.  Evans 

W.  B.  Grimes 

James  Douglas 

M.  D.  Chamberlin. 

A.  B.  Ashley 

James  John 

W.  L.  Milligan 

Owen  Scott 

M.  D.  Chamberlin . 

A.  B.Ashley 

E.  L.  Stoker 

James  John 

W.  B.  Grimes 

L.  L.  Munn 

John  C.  Smith 


248  {l.L.  Munn.. 

249  John  C.  Smith 

250  E.  C.  Pace 

251  Gil.  W.  Barnard 

252  Samuel  W.  Waddle 

253  John  C.  Smith 

254  Brown  &  DoUmeyer 

255  American  Express  Company. 

256  Otto  Wagner 

John  F.  Smith 

257  Journal  Printing  Company.... 

258  L.  L.  Munn 

259  John  C.  Smith 

260  L.  L.  Munn , 
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Aug.    31,     1262     L.  L.  Munn 208  33 

31,     1263     John  C.  Smith 12500 

Sept.      8,     1265     John  C.  Smith 1000 

26,     1266    John  C.  Smith  (Charity  Fund) 100  00 

29,     1267     John  C.  Smith 12500 

29,     1268     L.  L.  Munn..r 208  34 

29,     12681^     Otto  Wagner 800 

29,     1269     Brown  &  DoUmeyer 9  30 

29,     1270    Journal  Printing  Company 17283 

29,     1272     American  Express  Company 21  95 

29,     1273     L.  L.  Munn 22  67 

29,     1274     John  F.  Smith 69  00 

29,     1275     W.  M.  Egan 400  00 

Jan.       3,                 Premium  on  A.  A.  Glenn's  life  insurance..  15965 

'  $11,014  78 

By  balance  to  credit  of  Charity  Fund $633  98 

By  balance  to  credit  of  General  Fund....  44,450  04 

Total  credit  balance $45,084  02 


$73,523  60 
Fraternally  submitted, 

WILEY  M.  EGAN, 
Chicago,  Oct.  i,  1888.  Grand  Treasurer. 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SECRETARY. 

The  Grand  Secretary  submitted  the  following  report  of  the  business  of  his  office 
for  the  year,  together  with  the  cash  book  and  ledger,  which,  on  motion,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance  : 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  and  Brethren  : 

Another  Masonic  year  has  been  completed.  These  years,  how  swift  they  pass ! 
Like  the  days,  weeks  and  months,  when  passed,  they  seem  but  as  a  flying  cloud  that 
quickly  flits  across  the  horizon,  and,  although  seen  but  for  a  moment,  the  memory  of 
its  beauty  or  terror  lives  with  us  in  after  years.  So  is  it,  my  brethren,  with  these  an- 
nual gatherings  and  kind  fraternal  greetings — they,  too,  will  live  with  us  as  long  as 
memory  shall  last,  affording  us  sweet,  joyous  satisfaction. 

With  much  pleasure  I  now  submit  the  seventh  annual  report  of  my  doings  as 
your  Grand  Secretary.  At  the  earliest  possible  moment  after  the  close  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  one  year  ago,  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  proceedings  was  furnished  the  print- 
ers, and  on  the   15th  day  of  October  we  commenced  the  distribution  of  the  printed 
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proceedings,  and  on  the  21st  day  of  October  we  completed  the  task  of  forwarding 
them  to  all  the  Grand  Officers,  constituent  lodges,  and  sister  Grand  Lodges  with 
which  we  are  in  correspondence,  sending  out  2,776  volumes. 

Charters  were  issued  to  the  following  lodges  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to-wit : 

Siloam  Lodge,  No.  780,  located  at  Chicago,  Cook  County. 
Colchester  Lodge,  No.  781,  located  at  Colchester,  in  McDonough  County. 
Potomac  Lodge,  No.  782,  located  at  Potomac,  in  Vermilion  County. 
Constantia  Lodge,  No.  783,  located  at  Chicago,  in  Cook  County. 
Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  784,  located  at  Chicago,  in  Cook  County. 

The  following  lodges  failed  to  pay  their  Grand  Lodge  dues  on  or  before  the  1 5th 
day  of  August,  as  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  require,  to-wit :  Nos.  17,  37,  137,  220, 
226,  331,  387,  409,  420,  439,  511,  519,  528,  533,  541,  578,  602,  648,  675,  721,  723, 
736  and  763. 

The  following  lodges  have  failed  to  make  their  annual  returns  for  1888,  to-wit : 
Nos.  331,  387,  578  and  723. 

From  the  tabulated  statement  prepared  from  the  returns  of  the  lodges  for  1888, 
we  obtain  the  following  facts : 

Rejections 517 

Initiations 2,333 

Passed 2,169 

INCREASE. 

Raised 2,125 

Reinstated 324 

Admitted 757 

Added  for  error 85 

Total 3,291 

DECREASE. 

Suspended 914 

Expelled 18 

Dimitted 1,302 

Died 513 

Deduct  for  error 31 

Total 2,778 
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Membership  in  1887 40,209 

Net  increase 513 

Membership  in  1S88 40,722 

Resident  membership 37, 161 

Non-resident  membership 3.561 

Orders  have  been  drawn  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  at  and  since  the  last  annual 
communication  for  the  following  amounts,  to-wit : 
For  mileage  and  per  diem  of  officers,  representatives  and  committees  in 

attendance  at  last  communication $17,448  20 

To  D.  M.  Browning,  Committee  on  Correspondence 300  00 

To  R.  R.  Stevens,  salary  as  Grand  Tyler 100  00 

To  D.  B.  Breed,  Deputy  Grand  Secretary 25  00 

To  Milward   Adams,  for  rent  of  Central  Music  Hall 400  00 

To  E.  T.  E.  Becker,  expense  arresting  charter  of  Lodge  No.  300 3  85 

To  John  Von  Gunten,  Jr.,  expense  arresting  charter  of  Lodge  No.  551....  8  30 

To  Lewis  C.  Seeley,  expense  on  business,  as  per  order  of  Grand  Master..  10  00 

To  Edwin  P.  Tilley,  for  storage  of  Grand  Lodge  property 50  75 

To  R.  R.  Stevens,  sundry  expenses  at  Grand  Lodge 75  20 

To  E.  W.  Wood,  expense  on  business,  as  per  order  of  Grand  Master 2  45 

To  Journal  Printing  Company,  printing  proceedings 1,268  76 

To  John  F.  Smith,  Postmaster  at  Freeport,  postage  stamps  and  govern- 
ment envelopes 569  43 

To  L.  L.  Munn,  for  telegraphing 3  16 

To  American  Express  Company,  for  express  charges 47  62 

To  John  C.  Smith,  postage,  stationery  and  incidental  expenses  as  Grand 

Master 179  52 

To  John  C.  Smith,  expenses  attending  Schools  of  Instruction 172  50 

To  Grand  Examiners  and  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  attending  Schools  of 

Instruction .• l,Ooi   10 

To  S.  D.  Childs  &  Co.,  for  new  Grand  Lodge  seal 12  75 

To  John  M.  Pearson,  taxes  on  Missouri  land 30  00 

To  Mt.  Vernon  charity 100  00 

To  Masonic  Relief  Committee,  Jacksonville,  Florida 100  00 

To  Printing  and  stationery  for  Grand  Secretary's  office 605  70 

To  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  visiting  lodges   by  order  of  Grand 

Master 18  72 

To  Finance  Committee,  visiting  Grand  Secretary's  office 105  lo 

To  Otto  Wagner,  binding  Grand  Lodge  library 32  25 

To  L.  L.  Munn,  sundry  expenses  Grand  Secretary's  office 37  92 

To  Printing  Report  on  Correspondence 868  19 

To  W.  M.  Egan,  salary  as  Grand  Treasurer ...  400  CX) 

To  John  C.  Smith,  salary  as  Grand  Master l>5oo  00 

To  L.  L.  Munn,  salary  as  Grand  Secretary 2,500  00 

.     Total $27,976  47 
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CHARTER    SURRENDERED. 

Lostant  Lodge,  No.  597,  surrendered  its  charter  to  District  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter \V.  L.  Milligan,  and  he  forwarded  the  charter,  books  and  other  property  to  me 
on  the  loth  of  March  last. 

CHARTERS    SUSPENDED. 

Polar  Star  Lodge,  No.  652 — The  charter,  books  and  seal  of  this  lodge  were  for- 
warded to  me  by  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  C.  M.  Forman,  on  the  loth  of  Aug- 
ust, 1888. 

Cornell  Lodge,  No.  753 — The  books,  seal,  collars  and  jewels  of  this  lodge  were 
forwarded  to  me  by  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  W.  L.  Milligan,  on  the  ist  day 
of  September,  1888. 

LODGE   HALLS   DESTROYED. 

November  12th,  1887,  we  received  from  Bro.  G.  W.  Miller  information  that  the 
hall  of  Murrayville  Lodge,  No.  432,  together  with  all  their  paraphernalia  had  been 
destroyed  by  fire.     Their  charter,  however,  was  not  destroyed. 

January  22d,  the  hall  of  Raritan  Lodge,  No.  727,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  all 
their  furniture,  regalia,  jewels,  books  and  charter  lost. 

February  6th,  the  hall  of  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  657,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
their  charter  burned. 

February  19th,  the  hall  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  31,  was  destroyed  by  cyclone, 
and  their  furniture  and  charter  lost. 

February  27th,  the  hall  of  Sheba  Lodge,  No.  200,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
everything  but  their  charter  lost. 

April  26th,  the  hall  of  Crete  Lodge,  No.  763,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  with  a  large 
portion  of  their  furniture ;  but  their  charter  and  books  were  saved. 

July  30th,  the  hall  of  Eldorado  Lodge,  No.  730,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  all 
their  property  was  lost  excepting  their  charter. 

DUPLICATE    CHARTERS. 

On  the  30th  day  of  January  a  duplicate  charter  was  issued  to  Raritan  Lodge, 
No.  727,  the  original  having  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

On  the  19th  day  of  March,  1888,  a  duplicate  charter  was  issued  to  Mt.  Vernon 
Lodge,  No.  31,  the  original  having  been  destroyed  by  cyclone. 
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On  the  19th  day  of  March,  1888,  a  duplicate  charter  was  issued  to  Lafayette 
Lodge,  No.  657,  the  original  having  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

GRAND   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Colonel  Patrick  Stirling  has  been  commissioned  as  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Illinois  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 

M.  W.  Bro.  John  Gideon  Harris,  of  Montgomery,  has  been  commissioned  as 
Representative  of  our  Grand  Lodge  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  vice  R.  W. 
Daniel  Say  re,  deceased. 

I  now  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  an  itemized  account  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived by  me  as  Grand  Secretary  for  the  year ;  also  the  cash-book  and  ledger,  and 
would  ask  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

L.  L.  MUNN,  Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  SECRETARY'S  ACCOUNT. 

Loyal  L.   Munn,  Grand  Secretary,  in  account  with 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &  A.  Masons,  Dr 
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Bodley 

Equality 

Harmony 

Springfield  ... 

Friendship 

Macon 

Rushville 

St.  Johns 

Warren 

Peoria 

Temperance .. 

Clinton 

Hancock 

Cass 

St.  Clair 

Franklin , 

Hiram 

Piasa 

Pekin 

Mt.  Vernon.. 

Oriental 

Barry 

Charleston 

Kavanaugh . .. 
Olive  Branch. 

Herman  

Occidental 

Mt.    Joliet 

Bloomington.. 

Hardin 

Griggsville.... 

Temple 

Caledonia 

Unity 

Cambridge 

Carrollton 

Mt.  Moriah... 
Benevolent ... 

Jackson  

Washington  .. 

Trio 

Fraternal 

New  Boston.. 

Belvidere 

Lacon 

St.   Marks 

Benton 

Euclid 

Knoxville  

Acacia 

Naples 

Eureka 

Social 

Central 

Chester 

Rockton 

Roscoe 

Mt.  Nebo 

Prairie 

Waukegan 


$(£  75 
15  75 
66  75 

105  75 

69  75 
142  50 

55  50 
40  50 
36  00 

130  50 

43  50 
66  75 

59  25 
47  25 

53  25 

29  25 
19  25 
66  00 

24  00 

56  25 
189  75 

73  50 
51  75 

30  00 
165  00 

57  75 
93  00 

loi  25 

99  75 
59  25 
36  75 

131  25 
17  25 

25  SO 
39  00 
69  00 
61  50 
30  00 
78  00 
47  25 

116  25 
63  00 
42  75 
68  25 
42  75 
51  00 
55  50 
38  25 
42  75 
57  00 
15  75 
29  25 
22  50 
29  25 
33  00 
33  75 
36  00 

54  75 
108  00 
100  50 


Scott 

Whitehall 

Vitruvius 

DeWitt 

Mitchell 

Kaskaskia 

Mt.   Pulaski 

Havana 

Fellowship 

Jerusalem  Temple. 

Metropolis 

Stewart 

Toulon 

Perry 

Samuel  H.  Davis... 

Excelsior 

Taylor 

Edwardsville 

Astoria 

Rockford 

Magnolia 

Lewistown 

Winchester 

Lancaster 

Versailles 

Trenton 

Lebanon 

Jonesboro 

Bureau 

Robert  Burns 

Marcelline 

Rising  Sun 

Vermont 

Elgin 

Waverly 

Henry 

Mound 

Oquawka 

Cedar 

Greenup 

Empire 

Antioch 

Raleigh 

Greenfield 

Marion 

Golconda 

Mackinaw 

Marshall 

Sycamore 

Lima 

Hutsonville 

Polk 

Marengo 

Geneva 

Olney 

Garden  City 

Ames 

Richmond 

DeKalb 


A.  W.  Rawson 145 


79 

$3°  00 

80 

78  00 

81 

37  50 

84 

96  00 

85 

31  50 

86 

31  50 

87 

46  50 

88 

66  75 

89 

43  50 

90 

120  75 

9' 

52  5° 

92 

37  50 

93 

27  00 

95 

41  00 

96 

18  00 

97 

76  50 

98 

31  SO 

99 

59  25 

100 

48  00 

102 

169  50 

103 

21  75 

104 

33  75 

105 

41  25 

106 

25  50 

108 

36  00 

109 

30  00 

no 

30  75 

III 

32  50 

112 

81  00 

"3 

53  25 

114 

24  75 

"5 

18  00 

116 

39  75 

117 

90  00 

118 

43  50 

119 

31  50 

122 

57  00 

123 

32  25 

124 

69  75 

125 

23  25 

126 

57  00 

127 

36  00 

128 

15  75 

129 

43  50 

130 

47  25 

'31 

37  50 

132 

34  50 

1.3.3 

49  50 

134 

86  25 

135 

22  50 

136 

16  50 

137 

40  50 

138 

47  25 

139 

39  00 

140 

74  25 

141 

222  00 

142 

33  75 

143 

46  50 

144 

81  75 

145 

40  50 
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Lee  Centre 

Clayton 

Bloomfield , 

EfEngham 

Vienna 

Bunker  Hill 

Fidelity 

Clay 

Russell 

Alpha 

Delavan 

Urbana , 

McHenry 

Kewanee 

Waubansia 

Virden , 

Hope 

Westfield 

Edward  Dobbins 

Atlanta 

Star  in  the  East... 

Milford 

Nunda 

Evergreen 

Girard 

Wayne 

Cherry  Valley.... 

Lena , 

Matteson 

Mendota 

Staunton 

Illinois  Central.. 

Wabash 

Moweaqua 

Germania 

Meridian 

Abingdon 

Mystic  Tie 

Cyrus 

Fulton  City 

Dundee 

Farmington 

Herrick 

Freedom 

LaHarpe 

Louisville 

King  Solomon's 

Grandview 

Homer 

Sheba 

Centralia 

Lavely 

Flora 

Corinthian 

Fairfield 

Tamaroa 

Wilmington 

Wm.  B.  Warren 

Lincoln 

Cleveland 

Shipman  

Ipava 

Gillespie 

Newton 

Mason 

New  Salem 


146 

$■2$   SO 

147 

S4  75 

148 

38  25 

149 

44  25 

ISO 

47  25 

151 

SO  25 

152 

24  75 

'S3 

33  °o 

154 

20  25 

15s 

97  50 

ist> 

52  50 

IS7 

87  75 

158 

26  25 

i.W 

77  25 

160 

105  00 

161 

36  00 

162 

41  25 

163 

20  25 

164 

30  00 

I6S 

25  50 

166 

99  75 

z68 

44  25 

169 

29  25 

170 

88  50 

171 

48  75 

172 

26  25 

173 

39  75 

174 

43  SO 

17s 

105  75 

176 

61  50 

177 

31  SO 

178 

69  75 

179 

30  75 

180 

20  25 

182 

143  25 

183 

35  25 

185 

36  75 

187 

28  50 

188 

47  25 

189 

48  00 

190 

41  25 

192 

42  00 

193 

15  75 

194 

39  0° 

iqs 

106  50 

196 

37  50 

197 

45  75 

198 

18  00 

199 

49  SO 

200 

26  25 

201 

85  SO 

203 

26  35 

204 

31  SO 

305 

37  SO 

206 

56  25 

207 

27  75 

208 

68  25 

209 

163  50 

2ia 

54  00 

211 

280  50 

212 

21  00 

213 

40  50 

214 

24  00 

216 

42  75 

217 

36  00 

318 

33  0° 

Oakland 

Leroy 

Geo.  Washington 

Keeney 

Pana 

Columbus 

Lovington 

Manchester 

New  Haven 

Wyanet 

Farmers 

Blandinsville... . . . 

DuQuoin 

Dallas  City 

Charter  Oak 

Cairo 

Black  Hawk....... 

Mt.  Carmel 

Western  Star.. . . . 

Shekinah 

Galva 

Horicon 

Greenville 

El  Paso 

Rob  Morris 

Golden  Gate....... 

Hibbard 

Robinson 

Heyworth 

Aledo 

Avon  Harmony.... 

Aurora 

Donnelson 

Warsaw 

Mattoon.... 

Amon 

Channahon 

Illinois 

Franklin  Grove.... 

Vermilion 

Kingston 

La  Prairie 

Paris  

Wheaton 

Levi  Lusk 

Blaney  

Carmi 

Miners 

Byron 

Milton 

Elizabeth 

Accordia 

Jo  Daviess 

Neoga 

Kansas 

Brooklyn 

Meteor 

CatUn 

Plymouth 

De  Soto.... 

Genoa 

Wataga 

Chenoa 

Prophetstown. . . . 

Pontiac 

Dills 
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229 
230 
231 
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235 
236 

237 
238 

239 
240 
241  . 
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245 
246 
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248 

249 
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251 
252 
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254 

255 
257 
260 
261 
262 
263 
264 
265 
266 
267 
268 
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270 
271 
272 

273 
274 
275 
276 
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278 
379 
280 
282 
283 
285 
286 
287 
288 
291 
292 
293 
294 
295 
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LODGE  DUES  FOR  THE  YEAR  iZW— Continued. 


Quincy 

Benjamin 

Wauconda 

Mechanicsburg .. . . 

Hinckley 

Durand.... 

Raven 

Onarga 

W.  C.  Hobbs 

T.  J.  Pickett 

Ashlar 

Harvard 

Dearborn 

Kilwinning 

Ionic 

York 

Palatine 

Erwin 

Abraham  Jonas..  . 
J.  L.  Anderson.... 

Doric 

Creston 

Dunlap 

Windsor 

Orient 

Harrisburg 

Industry 

Altona 

Tuscola 

Tyrian 

Sumner  

Schiller 

New  Columbia.... 

Oneida 

Saline 

Kedron 

Full  Moon 

Summerfield 

Wenona  

Milledgeville 

N.  D.   Morse 

Sidney  

Russellville.-. 

Sublette 

Fairview 

Tarbolton 

Groveland 

Kinderhook 

Ark  and  Anchor. 

Marine 

Hermitage 

Orion 

Blackberry 

Princeville 

Douglas 

Noble 

Horeb 

Tonica 

Bement 

Areola  

Oxford 

Jefferson 

Newman 

Livingston 

Chambersburg 

Shabbona 
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$78  00 

297 

39  00 

298 

18  75 

299 

12  00 

301 

15  00 

302 

32  25 

303 

33  75 

305 

32  25 

306 

41  25 

307 

63  00 

308 

153  00 

309 

76  50 

310 

174  75 

311 

197  25 

312 

97  50 

313 

18  25 

314 

42  75 

315 

26  25 

31b 

'3  50 

318 

52  50 

319 

80  25 

320 

38  25 

321 

54  °o 

322 

46  so 

323 

21  00 

32s 

42  75 

327 

36  75 

330 

34  50 

332 

63  00 

333 

81  75 

334 

60  75 

335 

69  75 

336 

39  75 

337 

42  75 

339 

23  25 

340 

26  25 

341 

38  25 

342 

15  00 

344 

34  50 

345 

30  00 

34b 

18  00 

347 

18  75 

34« 

17  25 

349 

15  00 

350 

42  75 

351 

55  50 

352 

23  25 

353 

29  25 

354 

51  00 

355 

29  25 

356 

50  25 

35« 

19  50 

359 

33  00 

360 

21  00 

361 

30  00 

362 

34  50 

363 

36  75 

364 

30  00 

36S 

55  50 

366 

74  25 

367 

30  75 

368 

22  50 

369 

56  25 

371 

32  25 

373 

28  50 

374 

15  00 

Archimedes 

Aroma 

Payson 

Liberty 

M.  R.  Thompson.. 

Gill 

LaMoille.. 

Waltham 

Mississippi 

Bridgeport 

El  Dara 

Kankakee 

Ashmore.. 

Tolono 

Oconee 

Blair 

Jerseyville 

Muddy  Point . 

Shiloh 

Kinmunay 

Buda 

Pacific 

Odell 

Kishwaukee 

Mason  City 

Batavia 

Ramsey 

Bethalto 

Stratton 

Thos.  J.  Turner.. 

Mithra 

Hesperia 

BoUen 

Evening  Star 

Lawn  Ridge 

Paxton 

Marseilles 

Freeburg 

Reynoldsburg. . . . 

Washburn 

Landmark 

Lanark 

Exeter 

Scottville 

Red  Bud.. 

Sunbeam 

Chebanse.. 

Kendrick 

Summit 

Murray  ville 

Annawan.. 

Makanda 

Philo 

Chicago 

Camargo 

Sparland 

Casey 

Hampshire 

Cave-in-Rock 

Chesterfield 

Watseka 

S.  D.  Monroe 

Yates  City 

Mendon 

Loami 

Bromwell.. 


377 
378 
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382 
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403 
404 
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410 
411 
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414 
415 
416 

417 
418 
419 
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422 
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427 
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431 
432 
433 
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441 
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ai  75 
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24  00 
54  00 
18  00 
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35  25 

42  00 

35  25 
23  25 
95  25 
23  25 
23  25 
10  50 

144  00 
48  75 
39  00 
16  50 
30  75 

39  75 

36  75 

22  50 

36  75 
S3  25 

40  50 

25  50 

26  25 
45  00 

102  75 
87  75 

249  75 
21  00 

23  25 
30  75 

43  50 
40  50 

33  00 

28  50 
14  25 

165  75 
43  50 
23  25 
3'  50 
23  25 

34  50 
33  75 
23  25 

16  50 

25  50 

26  25 
40  50 
51  00 

176  25 

37  50 
21  75 

27  00 
33  75 
21  00 

29  25 
63  00 

17  25 
26  25 

38  25 
17  25 

35  25 


eo 


Proceedings  of  the 


lOd.  2<nd, 


LODGE  DUES  FOR  THE  YEAR  iSS8— Continued. 


New  Hartford . . . 

Maroa 

Irving 

Nokomis 

Moscow 

Blazing  Star 

Teffersonville.... . . 

Plainview 

Tremont 

Palmyra 

Denver 

Huntsville 

Cobden.. 

South  Macon 

Cheney's  Grove... 

McLean 

Rantoul 

Kendall 

Amity 

Gordon 

Columbia 

Walshville 

Manito 

Rutland  

Pleiades 

Wyoming 

Logan 

Momence 

Lexington 

Edgewood 

Xenia 

Bowen 

Andrew  Jackson- 
Clay  City 

Cooper 

Shannon... 

Martin 

Libertyville 

Tower  Hill 

Bath 

Stone  Fort 

Tennessee 

Alma 

Murphysboro .... 

St.  Paul.... 

Stark.. 

Woodhull.. 

Odin 

East  St.  Louis. . . 
Meridian  Sun..  . 
O.  H.  Miner....... 

Home.... 

Parkersburg .... . . . 

J.  D.  Moody..... 

Clintonville 

Wade-Barney. ... 

Bradford 

Andalusia 

Litchfield 

Abraham  Lincoln 

Roseville 

Anna.. 

Illiopolis... 

Monitor.... 

Chatham 

Evans 


453 
454 
455 
456 
457 
458 
460 
461 
462 

463 
464 
46s 
466 
467 
468 
469 
470 

471 
472 

473 

474 
475 
476 

477 
478 

479 
480 
481 
482 
484 
485 
486 
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490 
491 
492 
493 
494 
495 
496 
497 
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500 
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502 

503 
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509 
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5" 
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516 
517 
518 
519 
520 
521 
522 
523 
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$3°  75 
69  00 
30  75 

30  00 
18  00 
27  00 

31  50 

20  25 

18  75 

34  50 

19  50 

35  25 
33  75 
30  00 

36  00 

40  50 
30  00 

32  25 
44  25 

9  75 

41  25 
18  00 

17  25 

12  00 

180  75 
44  25 
47  25 
30  00 

33  °o 
22  50 

18  75 

25  50 

26  25 

30  75 

18  00 
22  50 

27  00 

42  00 
9  75 

14  25 
39  75 

19  50 

31  50 
55  50 
42  75 
22  50 

24  75 
22  50 

65  75 

28  50 
46  50 

210  00 

21  00 
II  25 
17  25 
8t  00 

25  50 
7  50 

39  00 

26  25 
21  75 
31  50 
30  75 

117  00 

25  50 
147  00 


Delia 

Covenant 

Rossville  .   . . . 

Minooka 

Adams 

Maquon 

Ashton  

Seneca 

Altamont 

Cuba 

Sherman 

Plainfield 

J.  R.  Gorin 

Lockport 

Chatsworth 

Harlem 

Sigel 

Towanda 

Cordova.... .... 

Virginia 

Valley 

Apple  River ... 

Sharon 

Long  Point 

Plum  River 

Humboldt  .... 

Dawson .... 

Lessing 

Leland 

Thomson 

Madison 

Villa  Ridge 

Winslow... 

Pleasant   Hill. 

Albany 

Frankfort 

Time   

Jacksonville .... 

Bardolph 

Gardner 

Pera... • 

Capron 

O'Fallon. ...... 

Viola 

Elbridgc 

Hazel  Dell 

Dongola 

Shirley 

Highland 

Vesper 

Fisher 

Princeton.. . . 

Troy 

Elwood 

Fairmount 

Oilman 

Fieldon 

Miles  Hart 

National 

Cerro  Gordo... 

Laclede 

Watson 

Clark 

Hebron 

Streator 

Piper 


525 

$H   25 

526 

362  25 

527 

53  25 

528 

22  50 

529 

32  25 

530 

27  75 

531 

16  25 

532 

27  75 

533 

14  25 

534 

33  00 

535 

31  50 

536 

40  50 

537 

42  75 

538 

63  75 

539 

28  50 

540 

117  00 

541 

21  75 

542 

24  75 

543 

22  50 

544 

■   24  00 

547 

35  25 

548 

38  25 

550 

27  00 

552 

13  50 

554 

53  25 

555 

42  75 

556 

48  00 

557 

61  so 

558 

II  25 

559 

33  75 

560 

16  50 

562 

18  75 

564 

25  50 

565 

26  25 

566 

36  75 

567 

39  75 

5b9 

24  00 

570 

75  00 

572 

23  25 

573 

35  25 

574 

21  75 

575 

48  00 

576 

21  75 

577 

23  25 

579 

21  00 

580 

23  25 

S8i 

21  00 

S82 

29  25 

S83 

27  75 

584 

105  00 

585 

24  75 

S87 

63  75 

588 

24  00 

589 

24  75 

590 

42  75 

591 

16  So 

592 

21  00 

595 

21  75 

596 

78  75 

600 

41  25 

601 

25  00 

602 

21  00 

603 

32  25 

604 

22  50 

607 

90  00 

608 

27  75 
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LODGE  DUES  FOR  THE  YEAR  i8 


Sheldon 

Union  Park 

Lincoln  Park- 
Rock  River.... 

Patoka 

Forrest 

Wadley.... 

Milan 

Basco 

Berwick 

New  Hope 

Hopedale 

Locust 

Union 

Tuscan 

Norton. 

Ridge  Farm.... 
E.  F.  W.  Ellis 

Buckley 

Rochester 

Peotone 

Keystone 

Comet 

Apollo 

D.  C.  Cregier. 
Oblong  City. . 

San  Jose 

Somonauk 

Blueville 

Camden.... 

Hinsdale 

Irvington... . . . 

Atwood 

Greenview. .  . . 

Yorktown 

Mozart 

Lafayette.. 

Rock  Island.... 

Lambert 

Grand  Chain... 

South  Park 

Phoenix 

Mayo 

Greenland 

Crawford 

Erie 

Burnt  Prairie.. 

Herder 

Fillmore 

Eddyville 

Normal 

Waldeck 

Pawnee 

A.  O.  Fay 

Enfield 

Illinois  City... 

Clement 

Morrisonville... 
Blue  Mound... 

Burnside 

Galatia 

Rio 

Garfield 

Orangeville 

Clifton 

Englewood 


6og 
6io 
6ii 
612 
613 
614 
616 
617 
618 
619 
620 
622 
623 
627 
630 
631 
632 
633 
634 
63s 
636 

639 
641 
642 
643 
644 
645 
646 
647 
648 
649 
650 
651 
653 
655 
656 
657 
658 

659 
660 
662 
663 
664 
66s 
666 
667 
668 
669 
670 
672 
673 
674 
675 
676 
677 
679 


685 
686 
687 
688 
690 


$24  75 
III  00 
161  25 

93  75 
36  00 

39  °° 
17  25 

36  00 
24  00 
12  75 

17  25 

32  25 

12  75 

27  75 

27  75 
42  75 
30  00 

71  25 
21  75 
21  75 

30  00 
87  75 
38  25 

126  75 
138  75 
15  00 

14  25 

28  50 

31  50 

38  25 

33  75 
9  00 

31  50 
33  75 

18  75 

39  75 

15  00 
44  25 
55  50 

31  50 

37  50 
24  75 
15  75 
21  75 

9  75 
30  75 

13  50 
78  00 
52  50 
27  75 

29  25 
66  75 
27  75 

32  25 
36  00 

9  00 

26  25 

27  75 
42  00 
18  75 
23  25 
48  75 

219  75 
29  25 
21  00 

163  50 


lola 

Raymond 

Herrin's  Prairie 

Shiloh  Hill 

Belle  Rive 

Richard  Cole 

Hutton 

Pleasant  Plains.. 

Temple  Hill 

Alexandria 

Braidwood 

Ewing 

Joppa 

Circle 

Star 

Farmer  City. . . . 

Providence 

CoUinsville 

Johnsonville 

Newtown 

Elvaston 

Calumet 

Arcana 

May 

Chapel  Hill 

Walnut 

Chandlerville 

Rankin 

Golden  Rule 

Raritan 

Waterman 

Lake  Creek 

Eldorado 

Harbor 

Carman 

Gibson 

Morning  Star 

Sheridan 

Arrowsmith 

Sullivan  Centre... 

Lakeside 

Grant  Park 

New  Holland 

Danvers 

Scott  Land 

Goode 

Winnebago 

Weldon 

Centennial 

Alta 

Akin 

Lyndon 

Lounsbury 

Allendale 

Ogden 

Pre-emption 

Hardinsville 

Verona 

Mystic  Star 

Hickory  Hill 

Sibley 

Van  Meter 

Crete 

Sullivan 

Palace 

Littleton 


6qi 

$15   00 

692 

42  75 

693 

40  50 

695 

31  50 

696 

23  20 

697 

155  25 

698 

39  00 

700 

21  75 

701 

27  00 

702 

30  00 

704 

87  75 

705 

20  25 

706 

14  25 

707 

63  75 

709 

54  00 

710 

43  50 

711 

44  25 

712 

37  50 

713 

39  75 

714 

37  50 

715 

16  50 

71b 

48  75 

717 

III  00 

718 

20  25 

719 

44  25 

722 

34  50 

724 

24  00 

725 

20  25 

726 

"3  25 

727 

23  25 

728 

20  25 

729 

IS  75 

730 

29  25 

731 

93  00 

732 

29  25 

733 

45  00 

734 

117  75 

735 

23  25 

737 

15  00 

7^8 

26  25 

739 

86  25 

740 

17  25 

741 

15  75 

742 

18  75 

743 

15  00 

744 

29  20 

745 

J8  75 

746 

42  00 

747 

24  00 

748 

21  75 

749 

26  25 

750 

20  25 

751 

29  25 

752 

21  75 

754 

39  75 

755 

28  so 

756 

9  75 

757 

32  2S 

758 

81  00 

759 

21  75 

761 

25  so 

762 

20  40 

763 

27  00 

764 

38  25 

76s 

90  00 

766 

26  25 
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LODGE  DUES  FOR  THE  YEAR  i8SZ— Continued. 


LODGES. 

NO. 

DUES. 

LODGES. 

NO. 

DUES. 

Triluminar 

767 
768 
769 
770 
771 
772 
773 
774 
775 

fo2    25 

108  7S 
27  75 
34  50 
13  50 
34  50 
24  75 
69  00 
31  50 

Grand  Crossing 

Ravenswood 

Gurney 

Wright's  Grove         

776 
777 
778 

779 
780 
781 
782 

783 
784 

$26  25 
36   00 

22   50 

La  Grange 

Bay  City 

40  <;o 

36   75 

39  75 
27  75 
27  7S 

Mansfield 

Potomac 

Constantia 

Beacon  Light 

Omega ....    ... 

19  50 

DUES  OF  1887. 


LODGES. 

NO. 

DUES. 

LODGES. 

NO. 

DUES. 

338 

439 
489 

$      75 

S96 
619 
644 

$82    50 
16    50 

Cooper 

19  50 

Oblong  City 

15   00 

DUES  OF  1886. 
Mitchell I      85    I    $  3  00    I  Cooper... 

DUES  OF  1885. 
Cooper I    489    I    $19  so 

LODGES  U.  D. 


I    $20  =5 


Stanford 

Riverton  Union. 


..$14  25 
..      3  35 


DISPENSATION  FEES. 


Stanford,  U.  D 

Riverton  Union,  U.  D. 


.^100  00 
,.  100  00 


RECAPITULATION. 


Dues  collected  for  1885 $  19  50 

Dues  collected  for  1886 23  25 

Dues  collected  for  1887 181  50 

Dues  collected  for  1888 30i'33  55 

Dues  collected  from  Lodges  U.  D 16  50 

Dispensation  for  Lodges  U.  D 200  00 

Special  Dispensations  by  Grand  Master 205  00 

Proceedings  sold 2  00 

Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  sold 18  50 

Books  of  Ceremonials  sold 13  00 


-130,812  80 
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CHARITY  FUND. 

Dues  Defunct  Lodges $       47  00 

Supplies  and  Cash  from  Defunct  Lodges 22  00 

Certifying  Diplomas 45  00 

114  00 

Total 130,926  80 

INVITATION— To  Visit  Board  of  Trade. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Wiley  M.  Egan,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Mr.  George  F.  Stone,  extended  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  officers  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  visit  the  sessions  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  at  any 
time. 

On  motion  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  invitation  be  accepted,  with  thanks. 

CALLED  OFF. 

At  12:30  p.  M.  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  irom  labor  to  refreshment,  until 
2:30  p.  M. 


FIRST  DAY — Afternoon  Session. 


Tuesday,  October  2d,  A.  L. 


2:30  o'clock  p.  M. 


} 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives,  as  in  the  forenoon. 

REPORT— Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grrievances. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  E.  Dyas  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted  : 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  : 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  would  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report : 
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vs.  >  No.  I. 

JoNESBORO  Lodge,  No.  iii,A.  F.  &A.  M.  ) 

This  is  an  appeal  taken  by  the  accused  from  the  action  of  the  lodge  finding  him 
guilty  of  the  charges  preferred.  Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  evidence 
fully  warranted  the  action  of  the  lodge,  and  recommend  that  its  action  be  sustained. 


vs.  >  No.  2. 

Delavan  Lodge,  No.  156,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  \ 

This  is  an  appeal  taken  by  a  brother  from  the  action  of  the  lodge  in  refusing  to 
accept  certain  charges  and  placing  such  brethren  upon  trial.  A  lodge  is  clothed 
with  a  sound  discretion  as  to  whether  or  not  they  will  accept  charges  preferred 
against  one  of  its  members,  and  unless  it  appears  that  such  discretion  has  been  abused 
the  action  of  the  lodge  will  not  be  disturbed.  Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  lodge  acted  with  proper  discretion  and  recommend  that  its  action  be  sustained. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

JOSEPH  E.  DYAS, 
H.  J.  HAMLIN, 
\V.  S.  CANTRELL, 
IRA  W.  BUELL, 
GEO.  W.  HILL, 

Committee. 

REPORT— Committee  on  Correspondence. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  presented  his  report  on  Masonic  Correspondence, 
which,  on  motion,  was  received  and  ordered  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  presented  the  following  special  report  on  Masonic 
Correspondence,  which,  on  motion  of  M.  W.  Bro.  D.  M.  Browning,  was  adopted: 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  : 

Your  committee  on  Masonic  correspondence  to  whom  has  been  referred  certain 
documents  emanating  irom  a  body  having  its  seat  of  government  at  Mayaguez,  in  the 
Island  of  Porto- Rico,  and  styling  itself  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  Porto- Rico,  including  an  application  for  recognition  by,  and  an 
interchange  of  representatives  with  this  grand  lodge,  has  had  the  same  under  consid- 
eration, and  fraternally  reports : 

The  body  making  this  application  was  organized  in  September,  1885,  by  the 
deputies  and  representatives  of  fourteen  lodges,  being  all  the  lodges  existing  in  the 
Island,  all  previously  owning  allegiance  to  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  which  body,  by  a  decree  issued  on  the  5th  of  July,  1885,  formally 
relinquished  the  territory  of  the  Island  to  the  new  body. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  has  declined  to  recognize  the  parent  body  known 
as  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba,  whereof  the  alleged 
lodges  participating  in  the  formation  of  this  new  body  were  constituents;  not  because 
of  curable  irregularities  in  its  formation,  such  as  the  non-participation  of  a  majority  of 
the  lodges  in  the  territory,  or  the  like,  but  for  congenital  and  incurable  illegitimacy 
of  the  bodies  forming  it,  it  having  been  organized  by  so  called  lodges  chartered  by  a 
supreme  council,  or  by  a  grand  orient  whose  charters  were  required  to  be  vised  by  a 
supreme  council  before  they  became  effective. 

In  1879  this  grand  lodge  formally  declared  {Proc.  iSjg,  p.  Jo,)  2ls  follows: 
"  We  utterly  deny  that  any  body  save  a  representative  grand  lodge  can  by  warrant  or 
charter  create  a  lodge  that  has  any  claim  whatever  to  the  name  of  Masonry,  or  that 
can  administer  its  rites  ;  and  as  emphatically  deny  that  any  body  which  establishes 
as  a  condition  of  eligibility  to  membership  therein  any  distinctions  save  those  known 
to  '  The  Charges  of  a  Freemason,' viz. :  Master,  Fellow  and  Apprentice,  or  which 
admits  that  any  organization  based  upon,  or  by  virtue  of,  distinctions  other  than  these, 
may  supervise,  veto,  or  in  any  manner  restrict  its  action,  within  the  sphere  circum- 
scribed by  those  charges,  is  a  grand  lodge  within  the  meaning  of  Masonic  law." 

Standing  upon  this  ground,  which  your  committee  believes  to  be  not  only  unas- 
sailable but  the  only  ground  consistent  with  loyalty  to  the  ancient  landmarks  whose 
constraint  is  acknowledged  by  an  express  proviso  of  its  constitution,  this  grand  lodge 
has  steadfastly  denied  the  legitimacy  of  lodges  assumed  to  be  created  by  charters 
issued  by  supreme  councils  or  by  grand  orients  wherein  the  supreme  council  holds 
either  the  power  of  direction  or  of  veto,  and  has  repeatedly  decided  that  the  mem- 
bers of  such  bodies  could  not  be  permitted  to  visit  its  lodges. 

All  of  the  bodies  participating  in  the  organization  of  the  alleged  grand  lodge 
now  seeking  recognition  as  a  governing  body  in  Masonry  being  of  this  spurious  char- 
acter, your  committee  knows  of  no  principle  of  law  by  which  they  can  convert  them- 
selves into  lodges  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  by  simply  inserting  the  words  "  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons"  in  the  title  of  the  body  which  they  unite  to  create. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommends  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  decline 
to  enter  into  fraternal  relations  with  the  body  styling  itself  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Porto- Rico,  or  to  recognize  it  as  a  legitimate 
governing  body  in  Masonry. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JOSEPH  ROBBINS, 

Committee. 

REPORT— Committee  on  Grand  Master's  Address. 

R.  W.  Bro.  E.  J.  IngersoU  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Grand  Master's  Address,  which,  on  motion,  was  received  and  adopted  : 
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To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  A.  F.  and  A.  Masons  : 

Your  Committe  on  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  charged  with  the  duty  of  re- 
ferring to  this  Grand  Lodge  and  its  appropriate  committees  a  part  of  the  official 
actions  of  our  M.  W.  Grand  Master  would  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  and  recommend  that  so  much  of  said  address  as  relates  to  our  fraternal  dead 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Obituaries  : 

In  the  case  of  John  F.  Allen,  a  resident  of  Chicago,  who  was  made  a  Mason 
while  on  a  temporary  visit  to  Scotland,  your  committee  concur  and  fully  endorse  the 
course  pursued  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  together  with  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  numbered  from  one 
to  nine  inclusive,  also  so  much  of  said  address  as  relates  to  "Honorary  Member- 
ship" in  this  Grand  Body. 

To  the  Committee  on  Petitions  :  The  case  of  Harmony  Lodge  No.  3  in  accor- 
dance with  the  action  and  recommendation  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

To  the  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  the  question  of  the  location  of  Muddy 
Point  Lodge,  No.  396. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lodges  Under  Dispensation  that  part  of  the  address 
which  relates  to  Lodges  Under  Dispensation. 

To  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  so  much  of  the  address  as  relates  to 
limiting  the  term  of  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Lodge  near  other  Grand  Lodges, 
with  the  recommendation  that  said  committee  submit  to  this  Grand  Body  a  law  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Grand  Master  on  that  subject. 

To  a  Special  Committee  of  three  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master  so  much 
of  his  address  as  relates  to  a  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Your  committee  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  regarding 
the  celebrating  of  the  semi-centennial  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  recommend  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  special  committee  of  nine  with  full  power  to  perfect  the  arrangements 
for  such  celebration. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  the  follow- 
ing cases  be  fraternally  approved  : 

Hazel  Dell  Lodge,  No.  580,  vs.  Greenup  Lodge,  No.  125;  Pre-emption  Lodge^ 
No.  755  ;  Lake  View  Lodge,  No.  774,  vs.  Keystone  Lodge,  No.  639 ;  Blazing  Star 
Lodge,  No.  45S;  Cooper  Lodge,  No.  489;  Moscow  Lodge,  No.  457;  Providence 
Lodge,  No.  711 ;  Cobden  Lodge,  No.  466  and  Vienna  Lodge,  No.  150. 

Your  committee  take  occasion  to  heartily  endorse  the  words  of  our  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  upon  the  occasion  of  the  restoration  of  the  charter  to  Vienna  Lodge  and  com- 
mend them  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the  fraternity. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  issuing 
duplicate  charters  to  the  following  lodges  be  approved:  Raritan  Lodge,  No.  727; 
Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  657;  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  31;  also  his  action  in  reference 
to  Crete  Lodge,  No.  763  and  Eldorado  Lodge,  No.  730,  destroyed  by  fire. 
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We  do  further  recommend  that  the  name  and  number  of  Lostant  Lodge,  No. 
597,  which  has  voluntarily  surrendered  its  charter  be  erased  from  the  register  of 
lodges. 

Also  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  suspending  the  functions  of  the 
following  lodges  be  sustained,  and  that  the  names  and  numbers  of  Polar  Star  Lodge, 
No.  652  and  Cornell  Lodge,  No.  753  be  stricken  from  the  roll. 

Your  commmittee  further  recommend  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in 
all  matters  reported  in  said  address,  not  hereby  referred  to  committees  or  concerning 
which  no  special  recommendations  has  been  made,  be  approved. 

Your  committee  cheerfully  endorse  the  recommendation  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  in  relation  to  the  "Condition  of  the  Craft"  in  this  "  Grand  Jurisdiction." 
The  reduction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  expenses,  "  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'  Home," 
"  The  School  of  Instruction  Standard  Team  "  and  "  Masonic  Board  of  Relief."  His 
action  in  regard  to  affording  relief  to  the  Mt.  Vernon,  111.,  and  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
sufferers  was  timely  and  commendable  and  merits  the  approval  of  every  true  Mason, 
and  it  affords  your  committee  great  pleasure  to  congratulate  our  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  upon  the  very  able  manner  in  which  he  has  performed  the  many  arduous 
duties  devolving  upon  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  so  large  a  body  as  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  and  A.  Masons. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  J.  INGERSOLL, 

F.  W.  HAVILL, 
M.  MAYNARD, 

Committee. 

SEMI-CENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  brethren  as  the  Special  Semi- 
centennial Committee  : 

John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master ;  John  M.  Pearson,  Deputy  Grand  Master ;  Mon- 
roe C.  Crawford,  Senior  Grand  Warden  ;  Leroy  A.  Goddard,  Junior  Grand  Warden ; 
Wiley  M.  Egan,  Grand  Treasurer;  Loyal  L.  Munn,  Grand  Secretary;  D.  C.  Cregier, 
Gil.  W.  Barnard  and  John  O'Neill. 

REPORT— Committee  on  Finance. 

R.  W.  Bro.  S.  W.  Waddle  submitted  the  following  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &^  A.  M. : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  fraternally  report  that  we  have  examined  the  ac- 
counts of  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary,  together  with  the  accom- 
panying vouchers,  and  find  the  amounts  therein  correct  as  set  forth  in  the  reports. 
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Your  committee  further  report,  that  during  the  recess  of  the  Grand  Lodge  we 
have  audited  and  approved  the  payment  of  the  following  bills : 

R.  W.  Jno.  M.  Pearson,  tax  on  Missouri  land $        30  00 

S.  D.  Childs  &  Co.,  Grand  Lodge  seal 12  70 

Western  File  Co.,  letter  files  and  case- 3  75 

Otto  Wagner,  binding  proceedings,  etc 32  25 

"               cases  for  annual  returns 800 

John  F.  Smith,  postage  stamps,  etc 569  23 

L.  L.  Munn,  telegrams  and  express  charges 41  03 

Expense  Finance  Committee  to  Freeport 105   10 

"       Grand  Secretary's  office,  supplies,  etc 2993 

"       D.  D.  Grand  Masters 1872 

Brown  &  Dollmeyer,  stationery,  etc 47  12 

Freeport  Journal  Printing  Co.,  printing  proceedings,  corre- 
spondence, etc 2,695  47 

Schools  of  Instniction 1,001   10 

Expense  of  Grand  Master's  office 348  27 


^4,942  67 
Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  C.  PACE, 

GIL.  W.  BARNARD, 

S.  W.  WADDLE, 

Finance  Committee. 

ELECTION— Made  Special  Order. 

M.  W.  Bro.  D.  C.  Cregier  moved  that  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  be  made 
the  special  order  for  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  which  was  adopted. 

REPORT— Committee  on  Obituaries. 

R.  W.  Bro.  William  E.  Ginther  submitted  the  following  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Obituaries,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote : 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &=  A.  M.  : 

By  command  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  your  Committee  on  Obituaries  ap- 
pear before  you,  the  representative  body  of  the  ancient  Craft,  to  remind  you  of  his 
tender  words  of  sorrow  in  his  address  for  the  loss  of  our  fraternal  loved  ones,  whose 
mortal  forms  have  passed  out  from  us  forever ;  that  you  may  lay  down  your  working 
tools,  and  with  them  the  temporal  cares  and  anxieties  of  the  hour,  to  devote  a  few 
moments  to  the  memory  of  the  dead,  and  the  common  destiny  of  all,  as  a  lesson  for 
the  living. 
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The  general  import  of  our  mournful  story  has  been  depicted  to  you  much  more 
glowingly  and  impressively  many  times  before,  hence  we  have  nothing  original  or 
new  to  bring,  except  names  and  cases ;  but  as  the  members  of  the  Craft  are  as  others 
of  the  human  race,  and,  like  the  impetuous  and  apparently  selfish  throngs  upon  the 
streets  below,  rush  madly  on  in  the  diversified  directions  of  their  secular  pursuits 
with  scarce  a  thought  upon  their  immortal  future,  let  each  pause  long  enough  at  least 
to  take  a  hasty  observation  of  his  bearings. 

According  to  the  divine  order  governing  the  universe,  all  flesh  is  born  to  die  ; 
hence,  every  human  birth  involves  a  death,  and  from  this  immutable  decree  there  is 
neither  appeal,  release  nor  discrimination.  The  grave  yawns  for  every  mortal,  with- 
out the  least  distinction,  and,  like  a  glutton,  is  never  satisfied.  The  present  appalling 
ravages  of  pestilence  in  several  Southern  States,  and  the  recent  piteous  appeal  of  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Florida  for  aid  to  bury  the  vast  numbers  of  the  dead  of  all 
ranks,  states  and  conditions,  and  the  desolated  homes  from  the  palace  to  the  hovel, 
all  vividly  confirm  the  grim  impartiality  of  the  gatherer  in  the  harvest  of  mortality, 
were  confirmation  needed. 

Whether  man  be  good  or  evil,  rich  or  poor,  industrious  or  indolent,  dull  or  keen 
in  intellect,  his  hour  is  sure  to  come ;  for  the  destroying  angel,  who  unconsciously  to 
him  has  been  his  silent  and  invisible  companion  from  his  conception,  is  ever  eager 
for  the  coveted  moment  when  he  can  lay  his  icy  finger  upon  his  victim's  heart  and 
still  its  throb. 

Man  may  be  of  noble  lineage,  or  occupy  a  throne,  or  by  inherent  qualities  or 
prodigious  intellect  ascend  to  the  pinnacle  of  fame,  until  he  seems  to  be  a  god ;  but 
like  the  streams  of  light  of  the  auroraborealis,  whose  tremulous  glory  reaches  the 
zenith  or  spreads  over  a  hemisphere,  at  last  slowly  fades  into  night  and  darkness — it 
is  only  a  question  of  days  when  death  will  lay  him  low  and  cause  his  mortal  great- 
ness, like  an  echo,  to  grow  faint  and  fainter,  while  his  bones  slowly  crumble  into 
dust. 

But  to  the  true  and  faithful  Mason,  the  dissolution  of  this  earthly  tabernacle  is 
but  separation  of  the  natural  form  born  into  time  and  destined  to  absorption  by  the 
elements  from  which  it  sprang,  from  the  immortal  Man  within  born  to  live  forever. 

He  believes  that,  when  heedless  of  the  sobs  and  moans  of  anguish  of  the  be- 
reaved, the  mortal  sun  of  a  regenerate  Mason,  who  has  been  good  and  true  and  lived 
a  practical  and  living  faith  in  God  and  in  negation  to  himself  in  mercy  and  charity 
to  his  neighbor,  has  gone  down  behind  the  clouds  that  hang  dark  and  lowering  like 
a  pall  upon  the  horizon  at  the  west;  the  serenity  that  overspreads  the  features  of  his 
mortal  clay  is  a  faint  reflection  of  the  eternal  bliss  into  which  he  has  just  entered  ; 
that  that  mysterious  awe  that  fills  the  atmosphere  and,  hushing  frivolity  and  vocal 
grief  alike,  slowly  creeps  upon  the  senses,  is  but  the  adieu  of  the  departing  spirit 
wafted  back  to  time  and  the  mortal  past;  and  that  the  soft  and  solemn  chant  of  a  re- 
quiem to  his  memory,  by  invisible  choirs  amid  the  breezes  in  the   leafy  tree-tops 
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above  his  bier,  is  but  the  prelude  to  the  divide  harmony  of  heavenly  melody  that 
shall  greet  the  immortal  Man  upon  the  eternal  shore,  in  the  approaching  and  in- 
creasing light  and  ineffable  splendors  of  an  ethereal  morning  dawn. 

"  Come,  let  us  join  our  cheerful  songs 

With  angels  'round  the  throne  ; 
Ten  thousand  thousand  are  their  tongues, 

But  all  their  joys  are  one." 

With  the  consolation  of  this  religion,  "that  brings  to  us  comfort  in  time,  and 
happiness  in  death,"  taught  us  by  the  revelations  of  the  first  great  light  and  incul- 
cated by  the  landmarks  and  ritual  and  work  of  the  three  degrees,  we  turn  with  sym- 
pathy and  compassion  to  the  mourners  for  our  dead. 

Of  the  many  who  in  the  past  year  have  fallen  under  the  relentless  scythe  of  time 
who  deserve  fraternal  mention,  your  committee  have  the  necessary  data  of  but  few. 
One  of  the  earliest  victims  was 

M.   W.    WILLIAM   LAVELY, 

the  Senior  Past  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  who,  after  but  a  short  ill- 
ness, died  at  lo  P.  M.  Monday,  January  23,  1888,  aged  77  years,  4  months  and  25 
days.  He  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  August  28,  18 10,  and  came  to  Springfield, 
111.,  in  1830,  where  he  continued  to  reside  to  the  time  of  his  dissolution.  He  was 
long  a  prominent  merchant ;  mayor  of  the  city  in  1852 ;  justice  of  the  peace  a  decade 
or  more ;  three  years  a  member  and  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Sanga- 
mon County,  and  died  in  office  as  city  weigher. 

His  Masonic  career  commenced  and  ended  as  a  member  of  Springfield  Lodge, 
No.  4,  wherein  he  was  initiated  May  23d,  passed  June  ist  and  raised  June  6th,  1842; 
elected  and  re-elected  Worshipful  Master  in  1844  to  1847,  and  again  in  1856  to 
1863,  and  as  Treasurer  repeatedly  in  the  interval  and  since  until  1873,  when  his  bus- 
iness relations  forbade  further  active  service.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  and  Commandery  at  Springfield. 

In  1847  ^^^  again  in  1848  he  was  chosen  to  and  filled  with  dignity  and  success 
the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  Craft  of  this  State — that  of  Grand  Master,  and  for 
many  years  thereafter,  especially  during  the  memorable  years  of  1862  and  1863, 
when  animosity  and  violence  seemed  to  have  usurped  the  throne  of  Masonic  charity, 
the  history  of  this  Grand  Lodge  memorizes  his  indomitable  and  beneficial  activity  in 
its  behalf.  His  leading  traits  of  character  in  all  relations  of  life  were  a  quiet  and 
unassuming  modesty,  sterling  integrity,  and  thorough  consistency  of  practice  with  his 
professions.  He  died,  as  he  had  lived,  trusting  in  the  Lord,  and  was  buried  with 
Masonic  honors. 

"  Fare  thee  well,  oh  thou  to  memory  dear  I 

Dust  to  dust,  and  lulled  to  slumbers  sweet  ; 
Sleep  on,  forever,  in  the  prison  drear — 

But  in  realms  on  high  shall  our  spirits  meet." 
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M.  W.  J.  EASTMAN  JOHNSON, 

Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  died  at  Niles,  in  that 
State,  on  the  14th  day  of  March,  1888,  aged  83  years.  His  long  life,  both  civil  and 
Masonic,  was  marked  with  energy  and  industry.  He  was  born  at  Alstead,  in  New 
Hampshire,  in  1805  ;  became  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  in  1837 ;  serv- 
ed as  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  that  county  three  successive  terms ;  as  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate twelve  years,  and  a  like  period  as  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  State 
University. 

In  1863  he  was  elected  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  and 
served  the  Craft  one  year  faithfully  and  well.  He  filled  the  responsible  and  arduous 
position  of  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  R.  A.  Masons,  and  Chairman  oi 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  for  fifteen  years.  In  every  position  of  trust, 
either  in  the  Masonic  or  business  world,  he  proved  faithful,  and  was  known  as  an 
upright  Mason,  receiving  the  plaudit:  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 
By  his  example  : 

"  Never  sit  we  down  and  say, 

There  is  nothing  left  but  sorrow  ; 
We  walk  the  wilderness  to-day, 
The  promised  land  to-morrow." 

R.  W.    DANIEL   SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary  of  and  our  representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama, 
"  was  gathered  to  his  fathers"  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1888.  He  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Ohio,  January  13th,  1808;  lived  with  his  parents  in  New  York 
City  until,  as  a  boy  twelve  years  of  age,  he  came  to  Alabama,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  to  his  demise,  "  a  good,  true  and  upright  citizen."  No  one  lives  to  say  aught 
against  his  good  name.  He  so  conducted  himself  as  to  receive  and  merit  the  good 
opinion  of  all  men.  In  the  Masonic  Fraternity  he  has  been  a  tower  of  strength.  He 
was  devoted  to  its  principles,  and  was  kind,  charitable  and  just.  He  practiced  in 
his  daily  walk  and  life  the  grandest  of  injunctions — to  do  unto  others  as  he  would  be 
done  by.  He  was  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  from  Decem- 
ber, 1857,  until  April  7th,  18S8,  the  day  of  his  death.     His  memory  says  : 

"  Give  action,  thought,  love,  wealth  and  time. 
To  win  the  primal  age  again, 
Believe  me  'tis  a  truth  sublime, 
God's  world  is  worthy  better  men." 

M.   W.    ROB.    MORRIS. 

On  the  31st  day  of  July,  M.  W.  Rob,  Morris,  LL.  D.,  P.  G.  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  after  a  long  and  eventful  life,  at  the  age  of  69  years  and 
II  months — having  been  born  near  Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  31,  1818, — and  being 
weary  and  worn,  laid  down  his  working  tools  and  retired  forever,  to  his  immortal 
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home.  As  is  well  known,  he  was  a  remarkable  man;  one  of  the  most  erudite  and 
accomplished  Masons  of  his  time,  and  of  more  than  national  repute,  as  an  author  of 
both  prose  and  verse.  He  devoted  his  great  talents  almost  exclusively  to  research  in 
Masonic  Archeology,  and  concerns  of  the  Craft,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Fraternity.  To 
this  end  he  spared  himself  no  labor  or  expense ;  took  degrees  called  Masonic  with- 
out regard  to  number,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  and  made  a  profitable  journey  to 
the  Holy  Land.  With  these  qualifications  he  combined  a  great  heart  full  of  charity 
and  the  milk  of  human  kindness,  a  pleasing  exterior,  a  large  fund  of  innocent  virit, 
and  social  qualities,  that  absolutely  assured  him  a  welcome  to  the  affections  of  every- 
one he  came  in  contact  with. 

He  was  a  man  of  fine  judgment,  conscientious  and  in  all  of  his  important  un- 
dertakings he  acted  from  principle  and  only  after  mature  reflection  and  deliberation, 
but  when  he  reached  a  conclusion  that  he  was  right,  he  employed  all  his  faculties 
in  the  execution  of  his  purpose,  regardless  of  consequences,  either  to  himself  or  his 
surroundings.  In  this,  his  motives  were  sometimes  misjudged  or  misconstrued, 
which  was  productive  of  bitter  antagonism  and  opposition ;  which  your  committee 
believe  was  the  case  in  the  fateful  events  of  years  gone  by,  in  which  he  took  a 
prominent  part,  and  of  which  the  history  of  this  Grand  Lodge  abundantly  testifies. 
But  time  and  reflection  have  vindicated  his  good  intentions  and  the  conspicuous 
purity  of  his  whole  life,  and  the  immortal  spirit  of  love  and  charity  breathed  by  all 
the  emanations  of  his  prolific  brain,  have  long  since  quenched  the  fires  of  passion, 
animosity  and  aspersions,  and  have  with  universal  consent  and  acclaim  reared  a 
monument  sacred  to  his  memory,  in  the  appreciative  and  grateful  hearts  of  men  of 
the  present  time  and  future  ages,  that  will  endure,  when  granite  and  marble  shall 
have  decayed. 

Both  the  Masonic  and  profane  press.  Grand  and  subordinate  lodges,  and  gifted 
individuals  all  over  this  great  country,  have  eulogized  his  virtues  and  deeds  in  words 
and  phrases  more  eloquent  and  impressive  than  your  committee  can  hope  to  employ. 
We  therefore  desist  from  specification  of  particulars,  with  which  you,  in  common 
with  others  are  now  thoroughly  familiar,  except  to  conclude  with  his  own  words : 

"  He  is  gone  !     The  problem  that  so  long  he  studied, 

That  mystery  of  the  world  to  come — profound 
Is  solved  !     His  tree  of  life,  which  only  budded 

Bearsnow  full  harvest  in  Celestial  Grounds." 

SAMUEL   KERNBERG. 

Brother  Samuel  Fernberg,  a  Master  Mason  and  member  of  Mendota  Lodge, 
No.  176,  departed  this  life  June  20th,  1888.  Your  committee  have  no  information 
concerning  the  date  of  his  birth,  or  the  incidents  of  his  life,  "which  reached  beyond 
the  allotted  time;"  except  that  it  illustrated  to  the  world,  the  value  of  the  benefi- 
cence of  an  upright  Masonic  walk  and  deportment.  When  and  where  he  was  made  a 
Mason  is  unknown  to  your  committee,  but  he  was  for  years  the  honored  treasurer 
of  his  lodge — that  above  mentioned — and  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  he  was  al- 
ways prompt,  correct  and  courteous.  His  books  are  now  balanced.  A  good  man  is 
gone  !     Peace  to  his  ashes  ! 
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JAMES  CLARK. 

Brother  James  Clark  of  Bloomington  Lodge,  No.  43,  was  stricken  with 
paralysis  of  the  brain,  and  died  four  hours  afterward  at  his  home  at  Bloomington,  on 
the  nth  day  of  September  last.  As  in  the  case  of  Bro.  Fernberg,  your  committee 
regret  the  lack  of  information  upon  date  and  details  of  this  useful  life  now  closed,  to 
note  more  fully  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  its  checkered  scenes,  and  the  moral  legacy 
thence  derived.  Bro.  Clark  had  been  for  years  a  prominent  business  man,  and  he 
was  assistant  postmaster  of  Bloomington  when  relieved  by  death.  He  was  not  rich, 
as  measured  by  this  world's  standard  of  perishable  treasure,  for  the  necessities  of  a 
large  and  dependant  family  ever  received  with  unstinted  love  and  devotion  the 
fruits  of  his  close  application  to  the  demands  of  duty.  His  aims  for  wealth  were  of 
a  higher  order,  and  expansive  upon  a  nobler  and  broader  plane,  where 

'■  Triumph  and  Toil  are  twins  ;  and  age 

Joy  seems  the  cloud  of  sorrow, 
Where  the  martyrdom  of  to-day 
Brings  victory  to-morrow." 

W.   BROTHER   ELI   L.  DARROW. 

Past  Master  of  Lake  Creek  Lodge,  No.  729,  died  early  this  summer  at  Lake 
Creek,  Williamson  county,  111.,  at  the  age  of  63  years.  The  dates  of  birth  and 
death,  when  and  where  he  was  made  a  Mason,  and  of  other  details  of  both  his  life 
and  important  parts  of  his  Masonic  career,  are  unfortunately  unknown  to,  and  out  of 
reach  of  your  committee.  He  was  a  farmer  and  business  man,  modest  and  unaspir- 
ing in  disposition,  an  honest  and  upright  citizen,  and  thoroughly  devoted  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  Freemasonry — the  practice  of  which  was  in  harmony  with  his  professions. 
He  was  a  Mason  over  forty  years;  seven  of  which  Worshipful  Master  of  his  lodge. 
The  community  in  which  he  lived  turned  out  en  masse  at  his  funeral  which  was 
conducted  with  Masonic  honors.  Right  Worshipful  L.  A.  Goddard,  G.  J.  Warden 
officiating. 

"  Then  let  us  pray,  that  come  it  may 

As  come  it  will  for  a'  that, 
When  sense  and  worth,  o'er  a'  the  earth, 

Shall  bear  the  gree,  and  a'  that; 
For  a'  that,  and  a'  that. 

It's  coming  yet,  for  a'  that, 
When  man  to  man,  the  world  o'er. 

Shall  brothers  be,  and  a'  that." 

Your  committee  recommend  that,  as  usual,  memorial  pages  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  be  fraternally  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  M.  W.  Bro.  Lavely, 
M.  W.  Bro.  Morris  and  R.  W.  Bro.  Sayre. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  E.  GINTHER, 
SIMON  WILLARD, 
GEORGE  LYTLE, 

Committee. 
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M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  arose,  and  in  a  feeling  manner  said  : 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  :  I  feel  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Obituaries 
ought  not  to  go  through  without  a  single  word  in  regard  to  a  brother  who  has  occu- 
pied so  large  a  place  in  the  history  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  beyond  what  has 
been  submitted  by  the  committee,  and  permit  me  to  say  very  excellently  done  by 
them.     I  refer  to  Past  Grand  Master  Lavely. 

We  have  our  Committee  on  Obituaries — and  they  do  their  duty  faithfully — yet 
after  all  it  is  but  a  cold  thing  when  their  reports  come  in,  and  brethren  go  down  into 
the  grave  without  one  word  beyond  what  they  get  in  that  formal  way  ;  and  I  am  un- 
willing for  this  occasion  to  pass  without  saying  a  word  about  Brother  Lavely.  He 
was  Grand  Master  when  this  jurisdiction  was  small — but  he  possessed  all  the  quali- 
ties which  would  have  enabled  him  to  have  governed  well  a  jurisdiction  much  larger 
than  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  then  was.  It  was  my  privilege  to  be  associated  with 
him  in  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  and  I  there  learned  to  know  him  thoroughly, 
though  I  had  occasion  to  know  him  from  the  time  I  came  into  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
always  he  has  commanded  my  esteem  and  respect.  And  so  in  justice  to  my  own 
feelings  I  got  up  here  just  to  say  that  I  am  unwilUng  that  his  death  should  be  record- 
ed in  the  proceedings  of  our  Grand  Lodge  without  adding  my  poor  tribute  to  his 
memory — without  saying  here  that  Brother  Lavely  was  an  honest,  capable  man,  a 
thorough  and  zealous  Mason. 

M.  W.  Bro.  James  A.  Hawley  said: 

AI.  IV.  Grand  Master  :  I  hardly  know  what  I  can  say,  in  regard  to  the  death 
of  Brother  Lavely,  that  is  not  well  known  to  the  Masons  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
Brother  Lavely,  as  you  all  know,  was  one  of  the  oldest  brothers  of  this  lodge  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  has  met  with  this  Grand  Lodge  every  year  for  over  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  to  my  knowledge,  and  has  until  the  last  few  years  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  business  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  I  feel  as  Brother  Robbins  has  said, 
that  it  is  hardly  proper  that  so  distinguished  a  Mason  as  Brother  Lavely  should  pass 
from  our  midst  without  some  remarks  from  those  who  knew  him  for  so  many  years. 

It  is  now  nearly  thirty  years  since  I  first  met  him  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
State.  I  think  for  every  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  until  within  the  last  four  or 
five  years,  Brother  Lavely  has  always  been  present  at  our  communications.  I  have 
always  had  great  respect  and  great  confidence  in  him  as  a  Mason  and  as  a  man,  and 
I  think  his  reputation  in  the  State  of  Illinois  is  second  to  no  other  Mason  within  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  I  most  heartily  concur  with  sentiments  that  have  been  ex- 
pressed by  M.  W.  Bro.  Robbins,  and  I  hope  that  there  are  others  here  who  have  the 
same  feeling,  that  will  be  willing  and  ready  to  express  them  on  this  occasion. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Dewitt  C.  Cregier  said : 

M.  Uf.  Grand  Master :  No  tribute  from  me  is  necessary  to  recall  the  worth 
and  establish  in  the  memories  of  the  Craft  of  Illinois  the  virtues  of  our  venerable  and 
beloved  Past  Grand  Master,  Brother  William  Lavely.     M.  W.  Bro.  Hawley  has  told 
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you  he  had  known  him  in  this  Grand  Lodge  for  thirty  years.  While  my  associa- 
tion with  our  late  brother  is  a  trifle  less  in  years,  yet  it  is  none  the  less  full  and  com- 
plete in  appreciation  of  the  worth  and  character  of  Brother  Lavely.  For  twenty- five 
years  it  was  my  privilege  to  meet  him  in  Grand  Lodge  at  nearly  every  session,  and 
now  that  he  has  passed  away,  never  to  return,  it  affords  me  a  melancholy  pleasure  to 
remember  him  as  a  man  of  most  agreeable  character,  with  all  the  temperament  and 
graces  of  a  gentleman.  As  a  Freemason,  I  remember  him  as  devoted  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  Craft,  and  in  his  daily  wOrks  was  consistent  with  principles  and  teach- 
ings of  Freemasonry.  In  a  word,  it  is  no  extravagant  expression  to  say  that  Brother 
Lavely  was  a  lovable  man,  an  upright  and  respected  citizen  and  a  faithful  Crafts- 
man. 

I  have  listened  to  the  remarks  of  M.  W.  Bros.  Robbins  and  Hawley,  and  I  am 
touched  while  looking  over  this  assembly  to  see  so  many  whose  hair  has  become 
whitened  by  years  of  service  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  year  after  year  they  too 
must  pass  away,  leaving  us  to  mourn  their  eternal  absence,  as  to-day  we  mourn  the 
departure  of  our  good  Brother  Lavely,  and  whose  good  name  and  good  deeds  will 
ever  insure  a  green  spot  in  our  memory. 

These,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  are  not  merely  formal  expressions  of  sorrow  and 
regret,  but  emanate  from  the  heart.  Pennit  me,  sir,  to  record  this  simple  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  a  good  man,  and  to  say  peace  to  his  ashes. 

Excuses  were  presented  from  the  following  lodges  for  their  failure  to  pay  their 
annual  dues  in  the  prescribed  time,  which,  on  motion,  v/as  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to-wit :     Nos.  17,  37,  137,  220,  420,  519,  528,  541,  578,  602  and  721. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Browning  moved  that  the  usual  stipend  for  the  Committee  on  Cor- 
respondence be  allowed,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which 
was  adopted. 

INTRODUCTION  OF  GRAND  MASTER    E.  C.  BLACKMAR,  OF  IOWA. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  that  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Iowa 
was  without,  and  ordered  the  Grand  Marshal  to  escort  him  to  the  Grand  East,  with 
the  assistance  of  M.  W.  Bros.  Robbins,  Cregier  and  Hawley. 

On  being  presented,  M.  W.  Bro.  Robbins  said  : 

M.  W.  Grand  Master :  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  introducing  the  distin- 
guished Craftsman  from  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
near  this  Grand  Lodge  to  you,  M.  W.  E.  C.  Blackmar,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Iowa. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Smith  : 

M.  IV.  Bro.  Blackmar :  I  assure  you  that  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  wel- 
come the  representative  of  so  large  a  body  of  Ancient  Craft  Masons  as  the  Masonic 
body  of  the  State  of  Iowa.     Having  resided  in  your  State  myself,  and    having  been 
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familiar  with  many  of  your  lodges,  at  one  time  visiting  Dubuque,  Muscatine  and 
Clinton  until  I  was  supposed  to  be  a  member  of  the  Craft  of  your  Jurisdiction.  I 
know  the  faithful,  true  and  generous  workmen  over  whom  you  preside.  I  assure 
you,  and  I  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  representatives  of  42,000  loyal  and  true  Crafts- 
men of  Illinois,  when  I  say  that  we  bid  you,  we  bid  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Iowa, 
a  hearty  and  a  warm  welcome  into  the  body  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

Brethren,  you  will  join  with  me  in  according  the  Grand  Honors  to  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  of  Iowa. 

M.  W.  Bro.  E.  C.  Blackmar,  after  the  Grand  Honors  were  accorded,  responded 
as  follows : 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  and  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  :  I  think 
I  know  too  well  the  value  of  your  time  at  this  moment  to  allow  myself  to  indulge  in 
any  extended  remarks  on  this  occasion.  But  I  will  say  this,  I  take  this  kindly  greet- 
ing to  be  an  honor  to  the  Grand  Lodge  which  I  represent.  We  often  hear  it  re- 
marked by  visitors  when  they  are  presented  to  the  lodge  or  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  that 
"  happening  to  be  in  your  city,  and  hearing  that  there  was  to  be  a  meeting  of  your 
lodge  or  Grand  Lodge,  I  thought  I  would  call  in  and  make  you  a  visit."  I  came 
from  my  jurisdiction  for  the  express  purpose  of  attending  this  Grand  Lodge.  I  have 
been  considerably  overworked  for  the  last  two  weeks  and  over,  in  collecting,  re- 
ceipting for  and  transmitting  funds  for  the  relief  of  our  suffering  brethren  of  Jack- 
sonville, Florida,  having  to  work  almost  day  and  night.  Up  to  the  present  time  I 
have  received  something  over  $2,000,  and  it  has  not  quit  coming  yet.  I  presume 
there  will  be  a  much  larger  amount  contributed.  Having  been  so  badly  overworked, 
I  concluded  that  I  would  take  a  little  trip,  a  vacation,  and  visit  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Illinois.  It  is  my  purpose  to  visit  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  Missouri,  in  con- 
nection with  Brother  Parvin,  I  thank  you  for  the  courtesies  extended  to  me,  M.  W. 
Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Smith : 

I  assure  you,  Brother  Blackmar,  that  the  Illinois  Grand  Lodge  is  an  excellent 
place  for  rest. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Frank  W.  Havill  presented  the  following  preamble  and  resolution, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  vote  of  the  representatives  of  the  lodges  con- 
tributing to  the  fund  : 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the  address 
of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  that  of  the  amount  contributed  by  the  constituent  lodges 
of  Illinois  for  the  benefit  of  the  brethren  who  suffered  losses  by  the  Mt.  Vernon 
cyclone,  there  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  the  sum  of  $1,049.77, 
the  same  having  been  returned  by  the  W.  M.  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge  as  unnecessary 
to  relieve  the  wants  of  those  for  whom  it  was  contributed  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  representatives  of  the  lodges  contributing  said  unapplied  relief 
fund,  that  it  be  donated  to  that  worthy  charity  the  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'  Home. 
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CALLED  OFF. 

At  4:30  p.  M.  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called   from   labor  to  refreshment,  until  lo 
o'clock  A.  M.,  Wednesday,  October  3d. 


SECOND  DAY— Morning  Session. 

Wednesday,  October  3,  A.  L.  5888, 1 
10  o'clock  A.  M.  J 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives  as  on  the  preceding  day. 

SPECIAL  ORDER— Election  of  Officers. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following  named 
brethren  as  tellers  : 

COUNTING  TELLERS. 

Daniel  J.  Avery,  W.  S.  Hewins,  Jacob  Krohn,  E.  T.  E.  Becker,  Frank  G. 
Welton,  Geo.  W.  Hamilton,  I.  M.  McCollister  and  John  C.  White. 

COLLECTING  TELLERS. 

W.  K.  Forsyth,  M.  U.  Trimble,  Wm.  R.  Hoyle,  Owren  Scott,  F.  S.  Hatch,  F.  E. 
Eubeling,  Chas.  F.  Tenney,  R.  D.  Lawrence,  W.  T.  Vandeveer,  John  Von  Gunten, 
Jr.,  C.  M.  Forman,  James  A.  Rose  and  W.  J-  Elwell. 

R.  W.  Bro.  H.  E.  Hamilton  said  : 

I  desire,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  to  announce  to  you,  and  also  to  this  Grand 
Lodge,  the  fact  of  the  serious  illness  of  R.  W.  Bro.  Geo.  M.  Haynes.  Bro.  Haynes 
has  been  connected  with  this  Grand  Lodge  for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  as  he  told 
me  Sunday  this  would  be  the  first  session  that  he  had  missed  for  fifteen  years.  Bro. 
Haynes  was  taken  six  weeks  ago  Sunday  with  a  severe  attack  of  peritonitis  and  was 
removed  to  the  Michael  Reese  Hospital,  where  he  now  lies,  and  the  news  from  him 
this  morning  is  anything  but  cheering.  In  a  slight  conversation  that  I  had  with  him 
on  Sunday  he  asked  me  to  present  to  the  brethren  of  this  Grand  Lodge  his  fraternal 
greeting,  and  express  to  them  his  sorrow  at  his  inability  to  attend  this  session.  I 
have  prepared,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  this  resolution  : 
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Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge,  recognizing  the  Masonic  services  of  R.  W. 
Bro.  George  M.  Haynes,  freely  given  to  this  Grand  Lodge  for  a  period  of  fifteen 
years,  and  appreciating  his  work  as  a  man  and  Mason,  do  extend  to  him  and  his 
family  their  sincere  sympathy  in  the  afflictions  he  has  been  called  to  endure.  This 
Grand  Lodge  hereby  tenders  to  him  a  fraternal  greeting,  with  the  wish  for  a  speedy 
recovery  and  a  long  and  prosperous  life. 

The  foregoing  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

REPORT— Committee  on  Lodges  U.  D. 

R.  W.  Bro.  H.  E.  Hamilton  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Gjmmittee 

on  Lodges  Under  Dispensation,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted  : 

To  the  M.  VV.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  and  A.  Masons  : 

Before  entering  upon  a  detailed  report  of  their  work,  your  Committee  on 
Lodges  U.  D.  desire  to  express  their  appreciation  and  commendation  of  the  action 
of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  in  refusing  to  grant  the  large  number  of  dispensations 
petitioned  for.  Two  only  were  granted,  though  he  informs  you  "there  were  other 
applications  for  dispensation  for  new  lodges,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  in  all." 

He  says,  "I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  the  policy  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  plant 
lodges  at  every  cross  road  and  village."  In  this  view  we  fully  concur  and  agree 
with  him  that  it  is  "  wise  to  call  a  halt." 

Few  of  the  lodges  created  in  late  years,  have  been  of  real  benefit  to  the  Frater- 
nity, or  to  the  community  in  which  they  are  located.  Many  of  them  have  served 
only  to  divide  jurisdiction  and  material  with  lodges  already  established,  and  to  cause 
discord  and  confusion,  where  peace  and  prosperity  before  prevailed. 

Dispensation  was  issued  Dec.  19,  1887,  to  thirteen  brethren  to  open  a  lodge  at 
Stanford,  in  McLean  county. 

The  by-laws  of  this  lodge  are  in  proper  form,  the  records  well  kept  and  neatly 
written. 

The  return  of  work  shows  seven  petitions  received,  all  of  which  successfully 
passed  the  ordeal  of  the  ballot. 

Twenty-one  degrees  were  conferred  and  seven  Master  Mason's  added  to  the  roll. 

Named  in  Dispensation 13 

Died I 

— 12 
Raised  in  Lodge 7 

Total  Membership 19 
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We  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted  to  this  Lodge  as  Stanford  Lodge 
No.  785. 

Dispensation  was  granted  June  8,  1888,  to  sixteen  brethren  to  form  a  lodge  at 
Riverton,  in  Sangamon  county. 

We  desire  to  make  special  mention  of  the  efficient  work  of  the  officers  of  this 
lodge  as  shown  by  their  records  and  returns. 

By-laws  are  submitted  for  their  government  as  a  warranted  lodge,  as  well  as 
those  used  under  dispensation,  and  this  is  the  first  instance,  within  the  memory  of 
the  oldest  member  of  this  committee,  where  this  portion  of  the  law  has  ever  been 
complied  with.     The  by-laws  and  all  the  records  submitted  are  faultless. 

Five  petitions  were  received,  of  which  three  were  rejected.  Six  degrees  were 
conferred,  viz :     Two  each  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason. 

Named  in  Dispensation 16 

Raised  in  Lodge 2 

Signing  petition  for  charter 18 

We  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted  this  lodge  as  Riverton  Union  Lodge, 
No.  786. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

H.  E.  HAMILTON, 
J.  L.  McCULLOUGH, 
J.  H.  C.  DILL, 
L.  R.  JEROME, 
W.  P.  ENNIS, 

Committee. 


PRESENTATION   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Grand  Marshal  Stevens : 

M.  W.  Grand  Master :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  the  Repre- 
sentatives that  have  been  appointed  from  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  throughout  the 
different  portions  of  the  world. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master: 

R,  W.  Brethren  :  It  affords  me  great  pleasure,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  to  welcome  you  as  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  distinguished  Grand  Lodges  that  have  assigned  you  credentials.  On 
behalf  of  this  Grand  Lodge  I  assure  you  that  you  are  welcome  to  a  seat  in  our  midst 
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as  the  Representatives  of  these  Grand  Bodies,  because  of  their  known  Masonic  stand- 
ing, and  because  of  your  standing  and  your  services  in  this  Grand  Lodge.  I  am  par- 
ticularly well  pleased  to  recognize  the  fact  that  M.  W.  Bro.  Robbins  appears  here 
for  the  first  time  in  ten  years  as  the  accredited  Representative  of  that  old  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland.  I  only  regret  that  he  does  not  appear  in  full  uniform,  in  kilts, 
plaid  and  tartan.     He  is  a  fine  specimen  of  a  Highlander  from  canny  Scotland. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Cregier,  from  our  neighboring  sister  jurisdiction  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Michigan,  with  which  we  have  held  fraternal  relations  from  the  beginning,  I  wel- 
come you  and  R.  W.  Bro.  McCullough,  of  Vermont,  another,  though  distant  and  not 
so  strong  a  jurisdiction,  yet  one  that  has  a  warm  place  in  the  Masonic  Craft  of  Illi- 
nois. Brethren,  you  will  join  with  me  in  according  the  Grand  Honors  to  these  dis- 
tinguished Representatives. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Cregier: 

M.  IV.  Grand  Master :  In  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent  near  this  Grand  Lodge,  I  desire,  sir,  to  convey  to  you, 
and  assure  you  and  the  Representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  our  fraternal 
thanks  for  the  courtesy  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan.  I  have  been  the 
Representative  of  that  Grand  Lodge  for  many  years,  and  I  say  in  all  sincerity  that 
this  interchange  of  fraternal  courtesies  is  no  doubt  mutually  agreeable  to  both  Michi- 
gan and  Illinois. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Robbins : 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  :  I  am  pleased  to  acknowledge  this  compliment  that  has 
been  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  which  I  represent,  and  to  express  the  hope  that 
the  fraternal  relations  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Illinois  may  be  lasting. 

REPORT— Committee  on  Credentials. 

R.  W.  Bro.  H.  C.  Clarke  presented  the  following  report  for  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  : 

To  (he  M.  IV.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  fraternally  report  that  the  following  brethren, 
whose  names  appear  in  this  report,  are  present  and  entitled  to  seats  in  this  Grand 
Lodge : 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

H.  C.  CLARKE, 

H.  N.  GREENEBAUM, 

D.  B.  BREED, 

Committee. 
Chicagu,  October  3d,  A.  D.  1888,  A.  L.  5888. 
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GRAND    OFFICERS. 

M.  W.John  C.  Smith Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  John  M.  Pearson Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Monroe  C.  Crawford Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  Leroy  a.  Goddard yunior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  Wiley  M.  Egan Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  W.  Loyal  L.  Munn Grand  Secretary. 

R.  W.  Rev.  H.  W.  Thomas,  D.  D Grand  Chaplain. 

R.  W.  Rev.  Geo.  C.  Lorimer,  D.  D Grand  Orator. 

W.  Leslie  A.  Munn Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  B.  F.  Mason Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.  W.  A.  Stevens Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Rowley  Page Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

W.  J.  O.  Hughes Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.  John  O'Neill Senior  Gratid  Deacon. 

W.  J.  E.  Evans .Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Geo.  K.  Hazlitt Grand  Stezvard. 

W.  E.  a.  Kratz Grand  Stewa7'd. 

W.  Daniel  Stewart Grand  Steward. 

W.  Chester  S.  Gurney Grand  Steward. 

Bro.  Robert  R.  Stevens Grand  Tyler. 

PAST    grand    officers. 

M.  W.  DeWitt  C.  Cregier Past  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  James  A.  Hawlry Past  Grattd  Master. 

M.  W.  Joseph  Robbins Past  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  John  R.  Thomas Past  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  Daniel  M.  Browning Past  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  Alexander  T.  Darrah Past  G^-and  Master. 

R.  W.   H.  C.  Cleaveland Past  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  Henry  E.Hamilton Past  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W,  W.  H.Turner Past  Junior  Grand  Warden. 


»g 


82  Proceediru/s  of  the  [^Oct.  3rd, 


DISTRICT    DEPUTY    GRAND    MASTERS. 

R.  W.  W.  K.  Forsyth First  District. 

R.  W.  Daniel  J.  Avery Second  District. 

R.  W.  Joseph  H.  Dixon Third  District. 

R.  W.  W.  S.  Hewins  Fourth  District . 

R.  W.  Jacob  Krohn Fifth  District. 

R.  W.  E.  T.  E.  Becker Sixth  District. 

R.  W.  E.  Sanford Eighth  District. 

R.  W.  M.  U.  Trimble Tenth  District. 

R.  W.  F.  G.  Welton Eleventh  District. 

R.  W.  G.  W.Hamilton Twelfth  District. 

R.  W.  Wm.  R.  Hoyle,  Jr Thirteenth  District. 

R.  W.  Owen  Scott Fifteenth  District. 

R.  W.  Fayette  S.  Hatch Sixteenth  District. 

R.  W.  F.  E.  EUBELING Seventeenth  District. 

R.  W.  Chas.  F.  Tenney Eighteenth  District. 

R.  W.  R.  D.  Lawrence Nineteenth  District. 

R.  W.  T.  J.  Bronson Twentieth  District. 

R.  W.  W.  O.  Butler Twenty-first  District. 

R.  W.  I.  M.  McCoLLlSTER Twenty-second  District. 

R.  W.  Wm.  T.  Vandeveer Twenty-third  District. 

R.  W.  John  C.  White Twenty-fifth  District. 

R.  W.  James  Douglas Twenty-seventh  District. 

R.  W.  C.  M.  FORMAN Twenty-eighth  District. 

R.  W.  W.  J.  Elwell Twenty-ninth  District. 

R.  W.  JAS.  A.  Rose Thirtieth  District. 
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REPRESENTATIVES    OF    OTHER    GRAND    LODGES. 

James  A.  Hawley Alabama. 

Monroe  C.  Crawford Arizona. 

Loyal  L.  Munn British  Columbia. 

John  McLaren California. 

Wiley  M.  Egan Canada. 

James  A.  Hawley Colorado. 

D.  C.  Cregier Connecticnt. 

John  O'Neill Delaware. 

D.  C.  Cregier District  of  Columbia. 

John  C.  Smith Idaho. 

D.  C.  Cregier Indiana. 

Charles  H.  Patton Indian  Territory. 

Joseph  Robbins Iowa. 

Wiley  M.  Egan Ireland. 

Francis  S.  Belden Kansas. 

Chas.  Y.  Tenney Louisiana. 

Chas.  H.  Brenan Maine. 

Jacob  Krohn Manitoba. 

D.  C.  Cregier Michigan. 

D.  C.  Cregier Mississippi. 

John  C.  Smith Nevada. 

Henry  E.  Hamilton New  Hampshire. 

W.  B.  Grimes Ne^v  Jersey. 

Henry  E.  Hamilton New  Mexico. 

W.  A.  Stevens North  Carolina. 

Frank  W.  Havill Oregon. 

John  M.  Pearson Pennsylvania. 

E.  T.  E.  Becker Prince  Edzvard  Island. 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier Quebec. 

James  A.  Hawley Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  Robbins Scotland. 

Charles  H.  Patton South  Carolina. 

Haswell  C.  Clarke Tennessee. 

Edward  Cook Texas. 

Owen  Scott Utah. 

John  L.  McCullough Vertnont. 

D.  M.  Browning Virginia. 

John  R.  Thomas Washington    Territory. 

Gil.  W.  Barnard Wisconsin. 
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7 
8 

9 

'3 
J4 
15 
i6 

•7 
19 
20 

23 
24 
25 
26 

27 
29 

31 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 

39 
40 

42 
43 
44 
45 
47 


T.  W.  MacfaU W.  M. 

Daniel  Laurence* " 

Mathew  Minter " 

R.  L.  Berry S.   W. 

F.  D,  Appleford W.  M. 

Chas.  L.  Hovey " 

Chas.  B.  Griffith " 

C.  S.  Nelson* S.   W. 

A.  H.  Hattan W.  M. 

M.  S.  Jones " 

John  Lingo 

T.  N.  Pitkin " 

J.  W.  Wyne " 

T.  W.  McNeely " 

Junius  C.  Ferris " 

J,  F.  Deems " 

A.  S.  Wilderman " 

A.  T.  Scovell " 

James  Condra " 

James  Brown J.  .W. 

M.  D.  Dowdell W.  M. 

Walter  Watson " 

W.  K.  Steele " 

D.  W.Greene " 

Geo.  M.  Shefton " 

John  Bowden " 

D.  D.  Dunkle " 

Peter  Wilbur* " 

Geo.  O.  S.  Bert " 

Chas.  E.  Pettit " 

Joseph  Davidson " 

M.  H.  Newton " 

Geo.  H.  Lee " 

Parvin  Shinn " 

John  Flinn " 

E.  C.  Cook " 

John  P.  Hand " 

L.  N.  Hensler " 

A.  H.  Clotfelter " 

A.  J.  Leslie* " 

Milton  Barbee S.    W. 

Z.  P.  Forman " 

Geo.  F.  Kramer W.  M. 

D.  E.  Bruffet " 

P.  B.  Keep S.    W. 

E.  L.  Willits : W.  M. 

Jerome  H.  Thomas " 

Willis  H.  Ford " 

Asa  W.  Smith " 

W.  R.  Browning* " 

W.  V.  Lambe " 

Robert  Higgins " 

C.  A.  Coulter " 

John  Quinlan* " 

Wm.  Francis 

J.  W.Turner •' 

A.  H.  Saunders ' 

E.  A.  Dudenbostel J.    W. 

Samuel  Widdowson W.  M. 

Jabez  Love '" 

Geo.  J.  C.istle " 

J.  B.  Quinn S.    W. 

H.  L.  Hatley W.  M. 

A.  H.White " 

Thos.  W.  Prichett " 

J.  A.  Mason " 

Proxy. 


5,0 

91 
92 

93 
95 
96 
97 
98 

99 
100 

102 
103 
104 
I  OS 
106 
108 
109 
no 
III 
112 

"3 
114 


117 
118 

119 
122 
123 
124 
125 


126 
127 
128 
129 
130 

131 
132 

133 
134 
135 
136 

137 
138 
139 


142 

143 
144 
145 


Jas.  W.  Coultas W.  M. 

J.  D.  Strait J.    W. 

Wm.  M.  Schuwerk W.  M. 

W.  S.  Whitaker " 

Geo.  E.  McHose " 

Andrew  J.  Benson " 

D.  H.  Owen " 

J.  C.  Willis " 

Z.  C.  Bailey " 

B.  F.  Thompson " 

A.  B.  Allen " 

A.  W.  Brayton " 

John  L.  Hughes " 

J.  F.  Hoover S.   W. 

R.  B.  Evans W,  M. 

Z.  T.  Hagan " 

John  W.  Green* S.   W. 

E.  S.  Bartholowmew W.  M. 

S.  B.Mitchell " 

H.  B.  McFall* " 

Samuel  W.  Puflfer " 

T.  H.  Jafford " 

S.  J.  Wilson " 

A.  McDonald " 

C.  J.  Renter " 

D.  H.  Rendleman " 

Leman  N.  Streeter* " 

G.  C.  Henry " 

Elisha  Shepherd " 

Elijah  Shepherd S.   W. 

Emery  J.  Tower W.  M. 

Geo.  Battershall* S.   W. 

Richard  Hook J.    W. 

G.  M   Turnbull W.  M. 

J.  C.  Deatherage " 

J.  P.  Styles* S.   W. 

C.  C.  Stygh W.   M. 

H.  P.  Shumway " 

Alex.  M.  Smith " 

Henry  Stocker " 

Joseph  M.  Cook " 

Henry  C.  Bosworth S.    W. 

Harlow  Park J.    W. 

O.  E.  Hofer W.  M. 

Alex.  Trotter " 

Lafe  Farmer* " 

John  T.  Callaway " 

J.  M,  Morrow " 
.  H.  Benham " 

Daniel  Beckley " 

H.   Gasaway " 

Fred  A.  Jones " 

James  L  Frazer " 

CM.  Eaton S.   W. 

S.J.  Pake W.M. 

Lester  Barber " 

Wm.  A.  Fowler " 

A.  W.  Adams J.    W. 

Thos.  J.  Stone W.  M. 

Phihp  Reling* S.   W. 

Henry   McCall W.  M. 

John  W.  Kleckner S.   W. 

H.  W.  Booth W.  M. 

J.  V.  Aldrich " 

D.  D.  Hunt " 

A.  B.  Wolvin " 
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B.  F.  Lane W.  M. 

E.  B.   Ball •' 

W.  S.  Waltrip " 

Bernard  Traynor S.    \V. 

Wm.  Y.  Smith W.  M. 

Chas   S.  Richards " 

W.  F.  Searls " 

Enos  Johnson S.    W. 

W.  M.  Walker W.  M. 

J.  B.  Cloyd " 

B.  Anderson " 

Wm.  M.  Mount " 

J.  VanSlyke " 

C   E.  McCullough " 

Morton  Sieg S.    W. 

S.  F.  Becker W.  M. 

John  C.  Simpson " 

S.  J.  Richards " 

S.  T.  Marrell S.    W. 

Frank  C.  Meserve W.  M. 

Horace  Crihfield " 

T.  A.  Hodgkins* " 

James  A.  McConnell* " 

Robert  Andrews* " 

W.  N.  Cronkrite " 

George  Ball " 

James  O.  Burton* S.   W. 

James  M.  Hailow* J.    W. 

J.  M.  Burkholder W.  M. 

Henry  Andrus " 

O.  J.  Wilsey " 

F.  C.  Wilcox •• 

Rev.  J.  H.  White S.   W. 

Jacob  Scheidenhelm W.  M. 

Thomas  Blair " 

Rush  D.  Badger " 

B.  H.  Lawson " 

Herman  Pomy " 

S.  Ed.  Snow " 

George  W.  Fox " 

S.W.Clark " 

C.  C.  Farmer " 

Havilah  Pease " 

E.  C.  Hawley " 

Almiron  G.  Morse " 

John  Lamb " 

M.  A.  Warren " 

J.  R.  Booth* " 

W.  R.  Whitman " 

Samuel  E.  Bro^vn " 

Ebe  Thompson " 

Jacob  Stengle " 

F.  M.  J.  Boord " 

S.  S.  CeLancey. " 

James  Kiplinger " 

W.  A.  Moore S.    W. 

T.  H.  Stetler W.  M. 

N.  E.  Roberts. " 

A.  H.  Evans " 

Archibald  Robson " 

Charles  S.  Rankin " 

C.  F.  Watkins S.    W. 

George  L.  Ayres J.    W. 

John  W.  Spellman W.  M. 

F.  R.  Kahl '• 

Ira  F.  Elrod " 

''Proxy. 


Jacob  Querbach 

W.  H.  Lathrop 

Isaac  S.  Reed 

B.  O.  Manker 

W.  G.  Gregory 

S.  P,  Curtis 

C.  N.Clark 

C.  A.  Barley 

G.  O.  Friedich 

W.  F.  Boughton*...., 

S.  V.  Coulter 

J.  W.  Bonney 

S.  W.  Merthland 

M.  H.  Smith 

S.  T.  Smith 

W.  E.  Sapp 

John  P.  Lamm 

S.  Thompson 

E.  Musselman 

B.  Mendenhall 

John  W.  Rose 

John  Wood 

Ezra  H.  Stuart 

A.  E.  Connable 

Charles  H.  Coe 

Isaac  F.  Price 

H.  J.  Dunlap 

T.  C.  McKinney 

O.  P.  Stoddard 

Frank  Barker 

C.  F.  Thraner 

H.  G.  McCord 

Jacob  McChesney 

David  Louk 

M.  Spencer  Brown..., 

Thomas  S.  Price 

W.  G.  Smock* 

S.  D.  C.  Hayes 

Oliver  Crissey 

V   H.  Snook 

R.  C.  Clark 

F.  Fenor* 

John  F.  Scott 

E.  M.  Taylor 

Albert  T.  Randall  .... 

W.  H.  Eastman 

Jacob  Gall 

George  Heilman 

Q.  R.  Harris 

L.  E.Thomas 

B.  W.  Hodge 

George  M.  Brown 

William  H.  Johnson. 

H.  J.  Chiesman 

John  Glace 

R.  X.  Organ 

G.  H.  Router 

T.  G.  Wonderly* 

John  H.  Helm 

Walter  Hanback 

John  A.  Oxford 

W.  F.  Conyne 

Henry  A.  Aldrich 

J.  W.  Winn 

James  P   Johnson 

George  P.  Deroll 


.S.   W. 
.W.  M. 


J.    W. 
.W.  M. 


.J.    W. 
.W.  M. 


.S.  W. 
J.  W. 
..S.  W. 
.W.  M. 


,.S.   W. 
..W.  M. 


..S.    W. 
..W.  M. 


..S.   W. 

.'W.  M. 
,.S.  W. 
.W.  M. 
.S.  W. 
.W.  M. 
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285 
286 
287 
288 
sgi 
293 
293 
294 

295 
296 
297 
298 
299 
301 
303 
30s 
306 

307 
308 


309 
310 


313 
313 
315 
316 
318 

319 
320 
321 

322 
323 
325 
327 
330 
332 
333 
334 
535 
336 
337 
339 
340 
341 

342 
344 
345 
346 
347 
348 
349 
350 
351 
352 
353 
354 
355 


John  W.  Newlon W.  M. 

W.  S.  Romick " 

W.  I.  Deason " 

P.  C.  Anderson " 

J.  H.  Merrill " 

William  G.  Abbott " 

H.  A.  Sturtevant " 

J.  T.  Croswell " 

O.J.  Reese " 

George  Wells " 

James  P    Little " 

Dr.  C  R.  Wells* S.   W. 

Victor  Kenney* W.  M. 

George  E.  Hobbs* " 

George  R.  Schamp " 

D.  F.  Ward " 

N.  B.  Crawford " 

John  J.  Varner " 

J.  B.  McFatrich " 

George  J.  Miller S.   W. 

H.  O.  Collins J.    W. 

W.  C.  Wellington W.  M. 

G.  M.  Gross " 

E.  L.  HoUister S.   W. 

C.  B.  Bent J.    W. 

Henry  Wemo W.  M. 

Hugh  MacMillan S.   W. 

James  Norton J.    W. 

Wm.  H.  Starr W.  M. 

C.  D.  Ryerson " 

J.  H.  Raible " 

T.  N.  Bone " 

G.  H.  Slingerland " 

J.  W.  Browning* S.   W. 

A.  R.  Morgan W.  M. 

Charles  E.Adams " 

A.  E.  Kennedy " 

P.  J.  GoUsman J.    W. 

E.  D.  TuU W.  M. 

N.J.  Cobleigh " 

J.  S.  Ferguson " 

John  E.  Seward S.   W. 

H    L.  Weaver W.  M. 

W.  H.  Lamb " 

James  Corbly S.   W. 

C.  C.  Judy " 

J.  Detweiller W.  M. 

James  L.  Marberry " 

G.  L.  Stephenson " 

Louis  F.  Rayder " 

John  W.  Augur " 

Charles  Brainard " 

Thomas  Gearing S.   W. 

Cari  Dreher* W.  M. 

F.  M    Moulton " 

Norman  Compton " 

Adam  Wenger " 

W.  A.  Robinson " 

J    P.  Weger* " 

J.  H.  Ayres " 

M.  B.  Swegle " 

J    R.  Rayburn '• 

Joel  T.  O'Brien " 

M.  D.  Liggett " 

A.  P.  Lorton " 

H.  H.  Elbring* S.    W. 

Proxy. 


356 
3S8 

359 
360 
361 
362 
363 
364 
365 
366 
367 
368 
369 
371 
373 
374 
377 
378 
379 
380 

381 
382 


384 
385 


39° 
391 
392 
393 
394 
396 

397 
398 
399 
400 
401 
402 

403 
405 
406 
408 
409 
410 
411 
412 
414 


415 
416 

417 

418 
419 
420 
421 
422 
423 
424 
426 


Joseph  White W.  M. 

John  D.  Bliss '• 

J.  M.  Hoyt " 

O.B.  Slane " 

Gust  J.  Scheve J.    W. 

E.  L.  Palmer \V.  M. 

W.  T.  Welles " 

L.  A.  Keyser " 

Charles  H.  McGaffey " 

T.  L.  Shadenburg " 

R.  S.  Petrie " 

John  W.  Adams " 

J.M.Smith " 

Peter  Hansen " 

Oscar  Dennis " 

F.  A.  Frost " 

George  Pfuhl " 

J.  C.  Danforth '• 

G.  H.Nichols " 

B.  F.  Groon " 

Joseph  Nations S.   W. 

James  McNulty W.  M. 

Richard  Boston ;..     " 

John  WiUoughby S.    W. 

George  L  Rice W.  M. 

Wm.  Wilson " 

Frank  Slidman J.    W. 

B.  F.  Watson W.  M. 

A.   Lyons " 

Frank  D.  Hatch " 

J.  E.  Dudley " 

Robert   Leslie " 

Philip  Diefenthieter "     . 

G.  H.  easier " 

Jos.  G.  Marston _ " 

S.  O    Beals  " 

L.  W   Brown S.   W. 

John  C.  Schempp W.  M, 

C  Rohrbough " 

N.J,  Knipple " 

Henry  Holloway " 

Charles  E.  Axt " 

A.  N.  Wyllys " 

Solomon  M.  Badger " 

J.  P.  Jeppeson " 

Peter  Greenwood " 

W.  A.  Tweedy " 

P.M.  Nichols " 

John  Aron " 

Charles  H.  Brenan " 

John  L.  Marvel " 

Thomas  Eilert " 

Thomas  H   Briggs S.   W. 

George  A.  Kleckner J.    W. 

F.  R.  Green W.  M. 

A.  S.  Bushnell " 

David  Samuels " 

M.  E    Blanchard S.   W. 

W.  H.  Wilderman W.  M. 

J.  S.  Whittenberg " 

G.  M.  Dwight " 

Mark  L.  Harper  " 

John  Hosbury " 

M.  M    Olin " 

Stephen  Redshaw S.   W. 

George  O.  Greer J.    W. 
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Francis  Kemp W.  M. 

B.  E.  Shonts " 

L.  A.  Kinney " 

Jay  Brown " 

J.  M.  Willard " 

James  F.  Self. " 

John  Strayley " 

Jacob  Scliwartz " 

W.  H.  Malarkey " 

Wm.  Phillips S.    W. 

E.  J.  Kohn J.    W. 

Timothy  Vanantwerp J     W. 

Wm.  W.  Bruce W.  M. 

E.  G.  Ball " 

H.  C.  Frayser " 

J.  J.  Leach " 

W.  M.  Coney " 

J.  C.  Reynolds " 

J.  W.  Hensley " 

Joseph  A.  Harrisen* " 

Joseph  Jones " 

Geo.  Hutchison " 

W.  F.  Reynolds " 

H.  T.  Shaw S.   W. 

J.  Crocker W.  M. 

C.  B.  McKinney " 

J.  W.Scott " 

L.  Shaddrick , " 

John  W.  Irwin " 

F.  M    Long " 

Harris  Thomas " 

GilS.  Brown J.    W. 

David  B.  McLean W.  M. 

Edwin  C   Crouch " 

W.  E.  West S.   W. 

R.  J.  Allmond* J.    W. 

Lewis  Hartman W.  M. 

C.  H.Phelps " 

F.  L.  Becraft J.    W. 

J.  P.  Reese W.  M. 

Stephen  S.  Washburn* " 

David  Pollock S.   W. 

F.  A.  Eyestone W.  M. 

P.  M.  Stubblefield S.   W. 

F.  M.  Avey W.  M. 

Geo.  F.  Hoadley* " 

Robert  Hastie " 

A.  J.  Gultick " 

Chas.  Scharht S.    W. 

Joseph  Hunter J.    W. 

Dr.  Corry  M.  Fike W.  M. 

A.  T.  Strange " 

Richard  Santer " 

Samuel  Dorsey S.   W. 

F.   McCutchen.... W.  M. 

J.  B.  Robison " 

Wm.  H.  Traner* " 

J.  A.  Conant " 

A.  B.  Davidson " 

Joseph  Danks " 

Thos.  W.  Kepley; " 

Gus.  S.  Davis " 

Geo.  O.  Mitchell " 

C.  L.  Feldweg J.    W. 

H.  A.  Eidson W.  M. 

J.  Mastin " 

*PiOxy. 


491 
492 
493 
494 
495 
496 

497 
498 
500 
5°i 
502 
503 
504 
50s 
506 
508 

509 
510 
S" 

512 

514 
517 
5'8 
519 
520 
521 
522 
523 
524 


52s 
526 


528 
529 
530 
531 
S32 
534 
535 
536 
537 
538 
539 
540 
541 
542 
543 
544 
547 
548 
550 
554 
555 
556 
557 
558 
559 
560 
562 
564 
565 
566 


M.  J.  Piatt* W.  M. 

A.  S.  Gleason " 

Geo.  W.  Hill J.    W. 

D.  C,  Harmison W.  M. 

W.  M.  Joyner " 

J.W.Aiken " 

S.  H.  Wilson " 

A.  B.Gallatin S.   W. 

Isaac  K.  Bradley W.  M. 

Thos.  W.  Ross* " 

J.  W.  Willis •' 

W.  H.  Phillips " 

Albert  L.  Keechler " 

Daniel  R.  Hatch " 

W    H.  McClain " 

Jas.  H.  Gilbert S.    W. 

A.  B.  Russ* J.    W. 

I.  N.  Martin W.  M. 

J.  A.  Hindman " 

Jonathan  Tefft " 

Gustave  W.  Wahle " 

Walter  A.  Washburn " 

Thos.  W.  Hepley, S.    W. 

Frank  Farrell W.  M. 

Geo.  W.  Rayburn J.    W. 

John  Spire W.  M. 

John  D.  Constant* " 

W.  H.  Brydges S.   W. 

W.J.  Smith W.  M. 

M.  B.  lott " 

W.  P.  Marsh S.   W. 

E.  E.  Jaycox J.    W. 

J.  T.  Merry W.  M. 

Samuel  S.  Friedly " 

Geo.  W.  Warvelle S.   W. 

Ed.  B.  Gould J.    W. 

E.  N.  Weese V/.  M. 

J.  J.  Swarthout " 

L.  J.  Dawdy " 

J.  J.  Hodges " 

C.  H.  R.  Thomas  '* 

P.  W.  Gallagher " 

F.  Thomson " 

A.  H.  Tyler " 

John  O.  Darmer S.    W. 

Robert  Whitley W.  M. 

Lewis  C.  Speicher S.   W. 

Alfred  E.  Bartelme W.  M. 

T.  P.  Mantz " 

Samuel  Marsh " 

C.  B.  Marshal* " 

C.  M.  Hubbard* " 

R.  L.  Bollman " 

Chas.  E.  Maynard " 

John  H.  Welsh " 

Stephen  E.  Waldo " 

C.  B.  Chapman J.    W. 

T.  W.  Wilson " 

Philip  Maas W.  M. 

Geo.  J.  Herrick " 

Wm.  Livingston '• 

W.  D.  Matney " 

S.  H.  Graves " 

N.  C.  Tyler " 

F.  L.  Zerenberg " 

Wm.   McBride " 
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567 
569 
570 
572 
573 


574 
575 
576 
577 
570 
579 
580 


581 
582 

583 
584 
585 
588 
590 

591 
592 

595 
596 
600 
601 
602 
603 
604 
607 
608 
610 


611 
612 
613 
614 
616 
617 
618 
619 

620 
622 
623 
627 
630 

63' 
632 
633 
635 
636 
639 


641 

644 
645 
646 
647 


D.  B.  Garland W.  M. 

W.  H.  Pringle " 

L.  A.  Frost J.    W. 

N.  H.  Jackson W.  M. 

Wm.  B.  Saddler " 

Henry  Leach S.    VV. 

Ira  O,  Mallory J.    W. 

August  Anderson W.  M. 

H.  E.  Kellogg " 

Levi  Simmons* " 

J.  B.  Longley S.   W. 

W.  L.  Bruster W.  M. 

James  R.  Vance* " 

Chas.  G.  Cochran " 

David  H.  Sanford S.    W. 

W.  H.  DeBord J.    W. 

Wm.  L.  McLane S.   W. 

C.  M.  Reed W.  M. 

L.  E.  Spear S.   W. 

John  Guggenbuehler W.  M. 

F.J.  Allen " 

Orlando  Z.  Housley " 

John  O.  Evans,  Jr S.   W. 

A    L.  White W.  M. 

O.  R.  Morey " 

EliasF.  Brown S.    W. 

J.  H.  Curry W.  M. 

John  Lussem J.    W. 

George  Peck " 

R.  N.  Carroll W.  M. 

S.  T.  Hillis *• 

Chas.  M.  Howard " 

D.  A.  Clary " 

Hugh  Hall* " 

John  P.  Madden* " 

C.  O.   Pratt ' 

L.  M.  Blades S.   W. 

Ira  B.  Dalziel J.    W. 

Robert  Tumey W.  M. 

V.  S.  Ferguson " 

C.  E.  Blankinship " 

Fred  Duckett '■ 

Francis  Mayfield " 

S.  B.  Sapp* •• 

G.  C.  Gordon " 

John  M.  Norris " 

P.  H.  Shelton* S.    W. 

Adison  Robinson W.  M. 

Allen  T.  Miller S.   W. 

A.  De  Barr W.  M. 

Wm.  H.  Peak S.   W. 

J.  S.  Williams W.  M. 

B.  Hutchison " 

A.  J.  Stevenson " 

John  C.  Garver " 

R.  P.  Hunter " 

C.  A.  Westgate " 

Simon  Fish " 

G.  Urich S.   W. 

John  J.  Lyons J.    W. 

B.  N.  Ewing W.  M. 

James  Keats " 

M.  L.  James " 

W.   Carrothers " 

H.  F.   Hess •• 

David  Logan* " 

Proxy. 


650 
651 
653 
655 
656 
657 
658 
659 
660 
662 


664 
665 
666 
667 
668 
669 
670 
672 
673 
674 


675 
676 
677 
679 
680 
681 
682 
683 
684 
685 
686 


688 
690 
691 
692 
693 
695 
696 
697 
698 
700 
701 
702 
704 
705 
706 
707 
709 
710 
711 
712 
713 
714 
715 
716 
717 
718 
719 
721 
722 


T.  D.  Hinckley W.  M. 

H.  K.  Davis " 

John  H.  Stone* " 

J.  E.  Greenman " 

Joseph  Witzel *' 

C.  C.  Huthmacher S.   W. 

John  Evans " 

W.  H.  Konantz W.  M. 

J.  M.  Jones " 

R.  H.  Garrigue " 

Marshal  Home S.    W. 

E.  Lee  Heidenreich J.    W. 

James  A.  McCorkle W.  M. 

George  W.  Tipword " 

Bennett  Wood •' 

John  F.  Dickinson* " 

J.  R.  Ennis " 

Frank  Wenter " 

J- P.  Ivy " 

Henry  N.  Boulden " 

J.  S.  Garrett* " 

L.  W.  Framhein '• 

M.  Loeb ...S.   W. 

Wm.  Dudenbostel J.    W. 

G.  C.  Drennan W.  M. 

D.  M.  Erskine,  Jr " 

John  N.  Wilson " 

Joseph  Ryan " 

J.  H.  StaflFord " 

S.  W.  Gulp •• 

John  W.  K,  McClure " 

P.  L.  Gray S.   W. 

J.  C.  D.  Carr W.  M. 

H.  W.  Holmes " 

Wm.  Johnston " 

A.  B.  Clark S.   W. 

E.  E.  Matlack J.    W. 

Peter  Wright W.  M. 

W.  M.  Clark " 

C.  W.  Reiley S.   W. 

P.  J.  Herm^ W.  M. 

W.  A.Perrine " 

M.  A.  Dennis " 

Ed.  N.  Kam " 

Thomas  Ockerby " 

A.  N.  Rosecrans " 

William  Lynd " 

D.  H.  Ellis " 

C.  W.  Postlewait " 

Edward  Davison S.   W. 

John  M.  Dan W.  M. 

Sylvester  Cosart " 

Adolf  Sumerlin " 

H.  M.  Steely " 

W.  F.  Gillmore " 

A.  S.  Cameron " 

W.  C.  Hodley*  S.    W. 

A.  Tenney W.  M. 

John  M.  Johnston S.   W. 

James  A.  Anderson W.  M. 

Thomas  J.  McGrath " 

D.  Janse " 

W.E.Jennings " 

John  Jack " 

H.  H.  Hutchison .1.    W. 

L.  K.  Thompson W.  M. 
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724 
726 


727 
728 
729 
730 
731 
732 
733 
734 
735 
737 
738 


739 
740 

741 
742 

743 
744 
745 
746 
749 
750 
751 
752 
754 


Herman  Rethom W. 

Thomas  G   Newman " 

John  T.  Bullen S. 

Wm.  E.  Irwin J. 

R.  L.  Taylor W. 

R.  Humphrey " 

A.J    Duncan " 

S.  T.  Webber " 

George  W.  Richards J. 

R.  A.  Lomax W. 

L.  E.  Rockwood " 

Henry  M    Kline S. 

Albert  Gransden W. 

C.  J.  Moyer " 

S.  E.  Lewis " 

W.  S.  Ankney* S. 

J.  W.  Page*  J. 

N.Martin W. 

E.  H.  Buck* " 

James  Ryan* " 

George  T.  Pearce  * " 

Seldon  Simpson " 

W.  H.  Morris " 

J.  R.  Wells " 

T.  C.  Byland " 

Enoch  Summers " 

John  Roberts •' 

Chester  C.  Dodge " 

J.  W.  Smith " 

T.  E.  Silkey " 


NO. 

M. 

755 

756 

W. 

757 

W. 

M. 

758 

759 

764 

W. 

76s 

M. 

766 

767 

VV. 

768 

M. 

769 

770 

771 

772 

W. 

773 

M. 

774 

775 

776 

777 

778 

779 

j 

780 

781 

782 

784 

J.  H.  Seyler W.  M. 

G.  B.  Hicks " 

Fred.  Haslbrd " 

C.  Bradford J.    W. 

O.  B.  Moore W.  M. 

J.  Fournier S.    W. 

Chas.  S.  Todd W.  M. 

J.  H.  Dunscomb " 

J   A.  Kerr " 

M.  O.  Snyder " 

W.  G.  Shaw " 

Fred  T.  Croxon* S.   W. 

A.  M.  Johnston W.  M. 

P.  G.  Gardner* S.   W. 

Henry  Lewis J.    W. 

J.  A.  Smith " 

A.  H.  Scott S.    W. 

John  B.  Frohn J.    W. 

W.  E.  Ginther W.  M. 

F.  S.  Bunn* " 

Albert  Galloway " 

W.  H.  Eskers " 

F.  C.  Christy J.    W. 

B.  F.  Boyen W.  M. 

H.  H.  Kume S.  W. 

Thos.  M.  Wiltsie J.    W. 

E.  D.  Stevens W.  M. 

T.  P.  French " 

E.  H.  Reed J.    W. 


*  Proxy. 


The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  case  of  Kavanaugh  Lodge,  No.  36,  whose 
representative  for  1887  failed  to  receive  his  mileage  and  per  diem,  and  moved  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  which  was  adopted. 

ILLINOIS  MASONIC  ORPHANS'  HOME. 

Bro.  Geo.  M.  Moulton,  President  of  the  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'   Home  said: 

I  desire  in  behalf  of  the  Orphan's  Home,  to  extend  to  the  brethren  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  the  representatives  of  the  Lodges  of  Illinois,  not  only  a  very 
cordial  but  a  very  urgent  invitation  to  come  out  on  the  west  side  and  visit  that  insti- 
tution. He  stated  that  they  had  at  the  present  time  fourteen  inmates  in  the  Home 
with  prospects  of  more,  and  urged  the  brethren  to  aid  in  carrying  on  this  good  work. 


Brother  Moulton  also  took  occasion  to  return  to  the  brethren  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  the  thanks  of  the  Association  for  the  generous  donation  made  yesterday  to 
the  Home,  and  assured  the  brethren  that  if  they  would  come  out  to  the  west  side  and 
see  what  had  been  done — that  they  would  come  away  with  a  higher  and  deeper 
sense  of  Masonry  than  they  have  ever  had  before. 

12g 
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REPORT— Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

M.  W.  Bro.  D.  C.  Cregier  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence,  which,  after  full  and  free  discussion  was  adopted : 

To  the  M.  VV.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  : 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  fraternally  submit  the  following 
report  : 

It  will  be  gratifying  to  the  Craft  of  our  jurisdiction,  as  it  is  to  your  committee,  to 
find  the  annual  report  of  the  Grand  Master  discloses  so  few  matters  involving  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  showing  that  the  opening  words  of 
the  Grand  Master's  report,  upon  the  condition  of  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction  are  not 
merely  conventional  expressions,  but  as  your  committee  believe  reflect  much  credit 
upon  the  Grand  Master  for  the  able,  efficient  and  successful  manner  in  which  he  has 
administered  the  affairs  of  the  Craft  during  the  past  year. 

The  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  deciding  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodges  in  the 
recently  incorporated  City  of  Lake  View,  to  be  concurrent,  is  fully  warranted  by  the 
laws  of  this  Grand  Lodge.      We  therefore  recommend  that  said  action  be  approved. 

Decision  No.  i  of  Grand  Master,  is  upon  the  necessary  vote  for  Honorary 
Membership  in  lodges.  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  make  no  provision  for  the  grade  of 
Honorary  Membership.  Therefore  unless  a  lodge  by-laws  or  special  action  of  lodge, 
otherwise  provide,  your  committee  concur  with  the  Grand  Master  that  a  majority 
vote  is  sufficient  to  elect. 

Decision  No.  2.  This  your  committee  regard  as  substantially  in  accord  with 
the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws. 

Decision  No.  3.  Grand  Master  rules  that  where  a  lodge  declines  to  waive 
jurisdiction  over  a  petitioner  for  the  degrees,  one  year  must  elapse  before  the  question 
of  waiver  can  again  be  considered.  Grand  Lodge  By-laws  are  silent  upon  this  parti- 
cular question,  except  by  inference  based  on  Sec.  3,  Art  XV,  Part  Second.  Your 
committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  ballot  against  the  transfer  of  jurisdiction  over  a 
petitioner  from  one  lodge  to  another,  may  be  cast  through  mistake  or  misapprehension, 
and  those  who  may  have  committed  such  error,  should,  if  they  desire,  have  an 
opportunity  to  do  justice  to  themselves  and  to  the  petitioner. 

The  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  suggests  that  some  specific  regulation  for 
such  cases  is  not  only  wise  but  necessary.  Your  committee  would  therefore  recom- 
mend that  decision  number  three  be  so  modified  that  the  period  of  six  months 
instead  of  one   year  elapse,  thus  conforming  to  our  by-laws  as  to  term  of  residence 
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within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  lodge,  (Sec.  2,  Art.  XII,   Part  Second,)  and  that  in  all 
such  cases  the  provisions  of  Sec.  3,  Art.  XV  shall  also  be  substantially  complied  with. 

Decisions  4,  5,  6,  7  and  8,  are  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  in  strict  com- 
formity  to  the  by-laws  of  our  Grand  Lodge  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
ancient  law  and  regulations  of  Masonry,  and  should  therefore  be  approved  by  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

Decision  9.  The  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master  in  response  to  the  question  in- 
volving this  decision,  present  a  broad  and  enlightened  view  of  true  Fraternity,  and 
are  not  only  heartily  concurred  in  by  your  committee,  but  are  commended  to  the 
thoughtful  consideration  of  the  just  and  upright  Craftsman  everywhere. 

Your  committee,  however,  is  of  the  opinion  that  Masonic  burial  of  a  deceased 
brother  by  a  lodge,  under  any  circumstances  is  optional,  and  not  compulsory,  but 
notwithstanding,  we  have  yet  to  learn  of  a  single  instance  where  such  sad  service  has 
been  refused,  upon  proper  request;  on  the  contrary  to  perform  the  last  sad  rites  oyer 
the  remains  of  a  departed  brother  has  become  a  melancholy  pleasure,  so  universal 
among  the  Craft  as  to  assume  the  force  of  law. 

In  the  matter  of  creating  the  grade  of  honorary  membership  in  this  Grand 
Lodge,  your  committee  is  unanim.ously  of  the  opinion,  that  the  creation  of  such  grade 
is  unwise  and  is  therefore  not  concurred  in  by  your  committee. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  referred  to  by  the  Grand  Master, 
and  more  fully  set  out  in  the  correspondence  accompanying,  your  committee  is  of 
the  opinion  that  our  Grand  Master  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  maintain  the  dignity 
and  enforce  the  sovereignty  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  without  resorting  to  more  extreme 
measures,  than  the  circumstances  of  the  case  seems  to  warrant.  Your  committe 
deem  it  best  for  the  interest  of  all  concerned  at  this  time  to  simply  re-affirm  the 
views  expressed  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  at  the  last  annual  communica- 
tion and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  that  time. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

DEWITT  C.  CREGIER, 
JAMES  A.  HAWLEY, 
DANIEL  M.  BROWNING, 
JOHN  R.  THOMAS, 
ALEXANDER  T.  DARRAH, 

Committee. 

REPORT — Committee  on  Correspondence. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  presented  the  following  report  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  and  A.  Masons  : 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Correspondence  to  whom  was  referred  that  por- 
tion of  the  Grand  Master's  Address  referring  to  the  tenure  of  office  of  representatives 
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of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  other  Grand  Lodges,  with  instructions  to  report  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  in  accordance  with  his  recommendation,  begs 
leave  to  report  that  to  appoint  representatives,  by  warrant,  in  any  other  recognized 
Grand  Lodge,  and  receive  and  accredit  such  representatives  from  other  Grand 
Lodges,  is  among  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Master  as  recognized  in  our  constitution. 

Without  affirming  or  denying  that  the  enactment  of  a  law  limiting  the  effect,  in 
respect  of  time,  of  the  appointments  thus  constitutionally  made,  would  be  an  in- 
fringement of  the  recognized  powers  of  the  Grand  Master.  Your  committee  is  of  the 
opinion  that  nothing  is  gained  by  the  enactment  of  a  by-law  on  this  subject  that  may 
not  be  as  well  secured  by  the  passage  of  a  simple  resolution  which  shall  simply  con- 
vey to  the  grand  master  the  sense  of  the  grand  lodge  by  which  he  might  well  be  glad 
to  govern  himself,  but  which  if  expressed  in  the  form  of  mandatory  statute  might 
properly  challenge  his  dissent  if  he  found  it  in  conflict  with  the  constitution  which 
under  the  landmark,  it  is  his  primary  duty  to  maintain  inviolate. 

Your  committee  therefore  reports  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  grand  lodge  that  the  ends  sought  by  the 
interchange  of  representatives,  will  be  best  subserved  by  making  the  warrants  of  the 
grand  master  appointing  representatives  in  other  grand  lodges  expire  by  limitation 
at  the  end  of  a  stated  time,  and  that  the  grand  master  might  properly  make  them  ex- 
pire at  the  end  of  five  years  from  their  respective  dates,  so  that  new  commissions  shall 
then  be  required. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JOSEPH  ROP.RINS, 

Commiltee. 

ORATION. 

WISDOM,  STRENGTH  AND  BEAUTY; 

OR,   THE   PILLARS   OF    MASONRY. 

An  address  delivered  before  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  October  3,  i888, 
By  Geo.  C.  Lorimer,  Grand  Orator. 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Officers  and  Brethren  : 

Inspired  poetry,  picturing  the  universe  as  a  stupendous  and  sublime  structure, 
exclaims,  "  Wisdom  hath  builded  her  house,  she  hath  hewn  out  her  seven  pillars,'* 
and  again,  "  the  pillars  of  the  earth  are  the  Lord's,  and  He  hath  set  the  world  upon 
them,"  But  these  mighty  and  wonderful  supports,  whatever  they  are,  are  not  inde- 
pendent of  their  Creator.  By  a  bold  flight  of  fancy  He  is  conceived  as  the  greater 
Atlas,  upholding  not  only  the  globe,  but  upholding  everything  on  which  its  stability 
depends.  Hence,  it  is  written  :  "  The  earth  and  all  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  dis- 
solved ;  I  bear  up  the  pillars  of  it ;"  "  He  shaketh  the  earth  out  of  his  place,  and  the 
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pillars  thereof  tremble  ;"  likewise,  "  The  pillars  of  heaven  tremble  and  are  astonished 
at  his  reproof."  According  to  this  vivid  imagery,  everything  is,  as  it  were,  instinct 
with  life :  the  granite  foundations,  the  snow-clad  peaks,  and  starry  dome  hear  the 
Divine  voice,  feel  amazement,  and  can  fear  and  be  humbled  before  its  reproaches. 
This  striking  language  is  doubtless  designed,  like  other  poetic  passages,  for  the  im- 
agination rather  than  for  the  reason,  and  the  effort  should  not  be  made  to  interpret  it 
too  literally.  In  general  terms,  simply  and  yet  magnificently  it  teaches  that  all  sec- 
ondary means  and  intermediate  agencies,  employed  in  maintaining  the  order  and 
operations  of  the  universe,  are  dependent  on  the  Almighty  for  their  existence  and 
efficiency.  While  we  may  not  too  nicely  inquire  into  the  essential  nature  of  these 
subordinate  causes,  it  must  be  evident  to  us  from  what  we  see  of  creation  that  thev 
are  characterized  by  irresistible  power — that  they  are  strong;  that  they  are  co- ordi- 
nate and  harmonious  in  their  working,  contributing  regularly  to  specific  ends — that  is 
they  are  wise ;  and  that  they  are  distinguished  by  features  which  charm  the  eye  and 
exalt  the  soul — that  is,  by  beauty.  Wisdom,  Strength  and  Beauty — these  are  the 
pillars  of  the  Cosmos.  These  underly  all  that  the  Almighty  hath  made,  and  by  these 
and  through  these  all  things  subsist,  resting  in  turn  on  Him  who  is  called  "  the  only 
wise  God,"  of  whom  it  is  said,  "  With  Him  is  wisdom  and  strength,"  and  who  is  also 
revealed  as  a  "  King  in  his  beauty."  Let  then  the  Craft,  gathered  to  these  solemni- 
ties, seek  "  the  wisdom  which  is  from  above  :  pure,  peaceable  and  gentle;"  and  let 
its  members  "  ascribe  strength  unto  Gk)d,"  and  "  worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of 
holiness." 

In  the  ancient  mysteries  of  various  lands  three  pillars  occupied  a  conspicuous 
position.  Among  the  Hindu  illuminants  they  were  placed  east,  west  and  south,  and 
the  one  in  the  east  denoted  Brahma,  or  wisdom;  the  one  in  the  west  represented 
Vishnu,  the  preserver,  or  strength ;  and  the  one  in  the  south  symbolized  Siva  or 
beauty.  These  deities  were  considered  as  a  trinity,  and  three  pillars  were  regarded 
by  many  mystics  as  emblematical  of  the  Divine  Triad.  The  prevalence  of  such  con- 
ceptions may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the  Persians  claimed  that  their  Mithratic 
Cave  was  supported  by  three  intelligencies — Ormisda,  Mithra,  and  Mithras ;  and  that 
the  Egyptian  Diety  was  presented  under  the  forms  of  Wisdom,  Power,  and  Good- 
ness. So  general  was  the  custom  of  combining  these  attributes  that  the  Oracle  of 
Damascus  is  credited  with  the  saying :  "  Throughout  the  world  a  Triad  shines  forth 
which  resolves  itself  into  a  Monad."  In  studying  this  mystery,  and  meditating  on 
its  significance,  I  have  come  to  the  belief,  that  while  the  primary  reference  is  to 
Diety,  in  a  secondary  sense  it  is  to  man  :  that  the  Divine  trinity  of  Wisdom,  Strength 
and  Beauty  is  destined  to  resolve  itself,  as  from  eternity  ran  the  purpose,  in  the  hu- 
man Monad. 

This  impression  is  strengthened  by  the  importance  attached  to  the  three  pillars 
in  speculative  Masonry.  A  lodge  has  a  two-fold  relation:  one  to  King  Solomon's 
Temple,  the  other  to  the  universe.  In  regard  to  both,  the  genius  of  the  order  is  that 
of  spiritual  architecture.  Its  degrees,  legends,  symbols  are  derived  mainly  from  the 
House  of  the  Lord  at  Jerusalem,  or  from  the  glories  and  wonders  of  creation.  At 
every  turn  the  world,  considered  as  a  magnificent   building,  is  pressed  on  the  atten- 
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tion  of  the  neophyte  and  initiate;  and  in  harmony  with  this  fundamental  conception, 
and  adhering  consistently  to  the  figure,  the  three  pillars  which  sustain  the  universe — 
Wisdom,  Strength,  and  Beauty — form  the  principal  supports  of  the  lodge.  But  these 
attributes  do  not  find  their  fulfillment  merely  in  rules,  precepts,  ceremonies,  in  which 
doubtless  much  of  the  sagacity,  vigor,  and  attractiveness  of  the  order  consists,  but 
rather  in  human  beings — in  the  Monad.  Hence  it  is  written  in  the  Ritual :  "  The 
column  of  Wisdom  is  situated  in  the  east  part  of  the  lodge,  and  is  represented  by  the 
W.-.  M.-.,  because  it  is  presumed  that  he  has  wisdom  to  devise  labor  for  the  Craft, 
and  to  superintend  them  during  the  hours  thereof;  the  column  of  Strength  is  situated 
in  the  west  part  of  the  lodge,  and  is  represented  by  the  S.".  W.-.,  because  it  is  his 
duty  to  strengthen  and  support  the  authority  of  the  Master ;  and  the  column  of  Beauty 
is  situated  in  the  south  part  of  the  lodge,  and  is  represented  by  the  J.-.  W.*.,  because 
from  his  position  in  the  S.-.  he  is  the  first  to  observe  the  meridian  sun,  which  is  the 
beauty  and  the  glory  of  the  day — to  call  the  Craft  from  labor  to  refreshment,  to  super- 
intend them  during  the  hours  thereof,"  etc.,  etc.  But  while  the  ritual  is  thus  specific 
in  its  application  of  these  symbols,  let  it  never  be  forgotten  that,  primarily,  they  de- 
note the  supports  of  the  order,  and  that,  therefore,  what  is  true  of  the  officers  must 
likewise  be  true,  though  possibly  in  a  less  degree,  of  the  members — for  without  their 
conjoint  wisdom  to  contrive,  their  combined  strength  to  support,  and  their  united 
beauty  to  adorn,  the  Masonic  edifice  would  be  unstable  and  incomplete. 

It  is  this  great  truth,  Most  Worshipful  and  brethren,  for  the  good  of  the  Frater- 
nity, that  I  desire  to  further  unfold  and  illustrate  before  we  are  called  by  high  noon 
from  labor  to  refreshment. 

While  our  institutions  bring  into  relief  the  five  orders  of  architecture,  they  par- 
ticularly revere  the  three  which  obtained  among  the  Greeks,  namely,  the  Ionic,  the 
Doric,  and  the  Corinthian.  They  have  much  in  common,  and  the  ingenuity  which 
distinguishes  the  first  blends  with  the  massiveness  of  the  second,  and  these  are 
crowned  with  the  ornament  that  adorns  the  third.  Thus,  in  the  conduct  and  teach- 
ings of  a  lodge,  and  particularly  in  the  formation  of  personal  character,  which  is  the 
supreme  purpose  of  Masonry — these  are  not  to  be  separated,  but  are  to  be  combined 
and  unified.  As  in  nature  contrivance  and  design,  exhibited  everywhere,  evince  the 
qualities  of  durability  and  permanence,  and  clothe  themselves  with  the  loveliness  of 
flowers  and  light,  so  similar  harmony  should  reign  between  the  distinctive  features  of 
our  institutions.  While  I  shall  for  the  sake  of  clearness  consider  these  singly,  it  is 
with  the  hope  that  they  may  ever  be  actualized  unitedly. 

It  is  a  sign  of  wisdom  both  in  the  ceremonies  and  life  of  Masonry  that  it  recog- 
nizes the  supremacy  of  the  spiritual  and  moral.  It  is  no  materialistic  system,  deny- 
ing the  Creator,  the  authority  of  virtue,  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  While  it 
honors  the  visible  universe,  and  while  it  admires  every  temple  that  human  skill  has 
reared,  it  reverently  employs  them  both  to  exalt  the  initiate  to  converse  with  the  Un- 
seen, and  to  figure  forth  the  glorious  duties  which  he  should  zealously  seek  to 
perform.     The  significant  letter  "G"  gleaming  in  the  east,  the  sacred  altar  with  the 
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open  Bible  bearing  the  square  and  compass,  the  checquered  pavement,  the  blazing 
star,  the  tesselated  border,  and  the  ladder  of  Jacob,  with  the  direct  inculcation  of 
love,  truth,  temperance,  fortitude,  prudence,  justice,  emphatically  teach  that  God 
reigns;  that  He  has  revealed  himself  to  His  creatures;  that  He  is  to  be  worshiped; 
that  He  providentially  cares  for  the  race,  never  abandoning  it  to  despair  ;  that  He 
has  opened  the  way  to  heaven's  blessedness,  and  that  He  has  magnified  goodness 
above  all  the  distinctions  of  earth  and  time.  Masonry  is  no  devotee  at  the  shrine  of 
perverted  science  and  destructive  criticism.  It  has  not  reached  the  deplorable  stage 
of  merd  philosophy  that  robs  man  of  his  soul,  degrading  him  to  the  level  of  a  ma- 
chine, secreting  thought,  love  and  the  sense  of  right  as  the  liver  does  bile ;  and 
neither  has  it  reached  that  degree  of  phosphorescent  intellectuality  in  which  Divine 
Revelation  is  counted  unreasonable,  and  prayer  and  a  future  existence  are  set  down 
as  foolish  superstitions.  All  over  the  world,  wherever  its  morning  bell  calls  to  labor, 
and  its  noon  and  evening  chimes  to  refreshment,  it  raises  its  magnificent  protest 
against  the  entire  brood  of  atheists,  scoffers  and  rationalists ;  against  the  doctrine  of 
a  universe  without  a  ruler,  and  of  a  man  begotten  of  nature,  identical  with  nature, 
and  destined  at  last  to  be  confounded  and  exterminated  among  the  ruins  of  nature. 
And  in  thus  grounding  its  very  being  in  the  reality  and  sovereignty  of  the  spiritual, 
it  displays  its  eminent  wisdom  ;  for  the  highest  welfare  of  mankind  intimately  related 
to  confidence  in  these  verities,  and  where  they  are  maintained,  and  only  there  is 
society  blessed  with  law-abiding  citizens,  and  with  such  fortitude  and  hope  as  serve 
to  overcome  difficulties  and  triumph  in  disaster.  Where  they  are  obscured,  and 
particularly  where  they  are  obliterated,  the  ties  that  usually  bind  men  are  broken, 
rights  of  property  and  rights  of  other  kinds  are  easily  ignored,  and  lawlessness  and 
anarchy  come  to  prevail.  Masonry  is  wise  in  that  it  discerns  the  real  source  of 
social  progress  and  happiness,  and  impresses  a  knowledge  of  the  same  on  the  mind 
of  its  members,  and  in  this  manner  not  only  perpetuates  its  own  order,  but  contributes 
to  the  advancement  and  well-being  of  the  outside  community. 

But  I  have  intimated  that  in  this  respect  its  influence  is  exceedingly  helpful  and 
elevating  to  the  individual.  And  so  it  is ;  for  he  is  taught  in  the  light  of  spiritual 
supremacy,  that  the  true  life,  the  imperishable  life  of  the  soul,  is  the  life  of  morality. 
Other  ideals  have  prevailed  among  men,  and  the  brethren  of  the  mystic  tie  have  not 
always  been  consistent  with  their  own,  but  wherever  heresy  has  occurred  on  this 
subject  it  has  in  time  led  the  unfortunate  to  query,  "  whether  life  is  worth  living  ?" 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  as  frequently  led,  it  is  not.  When  it  is  spent  in  carous- 
ing and  dissipation  it  is  not ;  for  excess  deadens  the  sensibilities,  diminishes  vitality, 
and  contracts  the  dimensions  of  this  vast  universe  to  the  dimensions  of  a  sty.  Physi- 
cal indulgence  tends  to  animalize  the  soul,  and  deprives  it  of  its  noblest  functions  and 
sweetest  joys.  Nor  is  that  the  real  life  which  is  abandoned  to  greed  and  selfishness, 
which  stirs  up  the  angry  passions  of  others  by  success,  and  depressed  to  madness  by 
failure.  There  is  no  abiding  comfort,  no  fellowship  with  the  most  exalted  pursuits 
of  the  race,  and  everything  becomes  small  and  paltry.  Let  these  and  other  miscon- 
ceptions cease,  and  let  a  man  array  himself  on  the  side  of  righteousness,  and  cling  to 
it,  and  be  moved  by  it  as  the  poet  is  by  form  of  loveliness,  and  he  will  feel  himself 
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allied  with  the  noblest  and  most  enlightened  minds  of  all  ages,  with  the  vast  com- 
monwealth of  heroes  and  martyrs — and  with  God  himself.  In  such  goodly  fellow- 
ship as  this  he  will  have  joy,  and  as  he  accustoms  himself  to  the  thought  that  the 
moral  is  the  grandest  of  all  forces,  he  will  believe  that  it  must  prevail ;  that  the  entire 
universe  must  be  on  the  side  of  right,  and  that  justice  must  infallibly  triumph.  The 
sacred  mysteries  of  the  lodge  deepen  this  impression.  Hiram  Abif — Hiram  the 
father — may  be  foully  assassinated,  and  his  body  may  be  securely  hidden,  but  some 
moaning  of  the  murderer,  some  sprig  of  acacia,  will  reveal  the  terrible  secret,  and 
justice  unsheathe  her  sword.  The  guilty  shall  not  escape,  and  the  innocent  victim 
shall  be  honored  through  all  time  in  the  annals  of  the  Craft.  But  virtue  is  not  only 
crowned  in  such  historic  scenes,  but  culture,  refinement,  intelligence,  the  sisters  and 
allies  of  virtue,  are  commended.  The  aspirant  is  led  into  the  domain  of  knowledge, 
he  is  taught  that  he  has  entered  the  empire  of  power.  The  arts  and  sciences  are  un- 
folded to  his  wondering  sight,  and  he  is  encouraged  to  persevere,  to  ascend  the  steps, 
in  a  word,  to  be  a  man.  And  he  who  is  constantly  seeking  enlightenment,  and  who 
is  ever  purifying  himself  through  virtue,  has  attained  to  manhood,  and  has  within 
himself  the  real  sweetness  of  existence ;  and  such  an  one  is  a  genuine  and  wise  sup- 
port to  any  society  or  community. 

It  is  a  mark  of  strength,  both  in  the  ceremonies  and  life  of  Masonry,  that  it  ac- 
knowledges the  importance  of  the  secret  and  the  silent.  These  are  essential  elements 
of  stability,  and  permeate  the  principles  of  this  ancient  fraternity.  Pythagoras,  one 
of  its  venerated  representatives,  when  he  lectured  stood  behind  a  veil,  and  those  who 
heard  him,  but  did  not  see  his  face,  were  called  his  exoteric  disciples,  while  those 
who  came  into  his  presence  were  termed  his  esoteric  disciples,  these  words  were  af- 
terwards employed  by  Aristolle,  though  he  did  not  conceal  himself  to  describe  those 
who  attended  his  more  popular  morning  discourses,  and  those  who  came  to  his  more 
abstruse  evening  discussions.  So  that  now  they  denote  the  higher  and  the  lower  as- 
pects of  truth,  the  external  and  the  internal,  the  essence  and  substance,  soul  and  body. 
As  there  is  to  the  grain  of  wheat  outward  covering  and  the  vital  germ  within,  and 
to  the  diamond  its  rough  forbidding  surface  and  its  imprisoned  splendor,  so  there  are 
the  superficial  and  the  profound  degrees  of  truth.  In  Pagan  religions  there  were 
mysteries  expressed  in  symbols  or  in  language  unintelligible  to  the  non-initiate,  who 
received  the  explanation  orally.  The  priests  were  not  allowed  to  communicate  this 
knowledge  in  writing.  The  word  "  mystery  "  from  the  Greek  nmserion  means  "  the 
concealed,"  just  asthe  term  "mystic"  from  a  Greek  root — tnu — signifies  "the  closed." 
In  the  New  Testament  the  former  expression  is  frequently  found,  and  the  Savior 
himself  said  that  the  elucidation  of  the  parables  was  given  to  his  immediate  disciples, 
but  to  those  who  were  without  it  was  not  given.  Hence  it  is  that  the  "  Clementine 
Homilies"  declare  that  he  taught  a  secret  doctrine,  and  hence  the  distinction  drawn 
in  the  services  of  the  early  Church  between  the  initiated  and  the  neophyte.  Now 
while  I  do  not  believe  that  Jesus  taught  a  secret  doctrine  in  the  sense  that  any  were 
arbitrarily  excluded,  it  is  evident  that  there  were  heights  and  depths  to  what  he  did 
teach  that  exceeded  the  ability  of  shallow  and  secularized  intellect  to  understand. 
Masonry  in  common  with  these  examples  has  its  esoteric  side,  its  unwritten  instruc- 
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tions  and  interpretations,  and  even  beyond  these  its  recondite  and  spiritual  expositions 
which  cannot  be  communicated  orally  even,  but  are  made  plain  only  to  thought. 
The  grips,  pass-words,  and  hailing  signs  which  are  frequently  mentioned  to  prejudice 
the  populace  against  the  Order  are  the  merest  trifles,  and  form  the  most  inconsider- 
able part  of  its  esoteric  traditions.  They  need  hardly  be  mentioned  here.  But  the 
impression  that  has  zealously  been  promoted  that  secret  societies  are  a  threat  to  com- 
munity and  dangerous  to  the  commonwealth,  deserves  to  be  noticed.  Masonry  is  not, 
properly  speaking,  a  secret  society,  but  a  society  with  secrets.  Were  it  a  body  con- 
cealing its  existence,  like  a  company  of  '•  Ku-Klux"  or  "White  Caps,"  seeking  to 
exercise  a  lawless  influence  on  the  public,  and  doing  so  the  more  readily  because  of 
its  secrecy,  it  would  deserve  to  be  repudiated  by  every  lover  of  his  country.  Such, 
however,  is  not  the  character  of  our  Order.  It  publishes  its  existence  to  the  world, 
gives  annual  reports  of  its  organizations  and  work,  and  tells  any  one  and  everyone 
what  is  its  purport  and  mission  in  the  earth.  But  while  it  is  no  secret  society,  it  has 
its  secrets ;  and  when  it  can  be  shown  that  it  is  wicked  for  Jehovah  to  have  secrets 
accessible  only  to  his  children,  and  when  it  is  proven  indefensible  for  a  business  firm 
or  a  family  to  maintain  some  degree  of  privacy,  or  for  philosophers  to  give  esoteric 
instruction,  then,  but  not  till  then,  will  we  challenge  the  right  of  Masonry  to  hide 
from  prying  and  irreverent  eyes  the  light  they  would  only  pervert  and  abuse.  And 
until  then  we  shall  likewise  believe  that  this  very  peculiarity,  which  prevents  every 
idler  from  profaning  its  sacred  courts,  and  rendering  its  Holy  of  Holies,  common  and 
unclean,  is  an  abiding  element  of  strength. 

So  is  the  silence  it  enjoins.  This  naturally  grows  out  of  secrecy.  There  are 
moments  in  the  mysteries  when  absolute  stillness  reigns,  a  hush  comes  on  the  soul, 
and  tongueless  death  appears  to  overawe.  Then  the  initiate  is  prepared  for  wonder- 
ous  things,  or  wonderful  things  are  taking  place. 

"  In  silence  mighty  things  are  wrought — 

Silently  builded,  thought  on  thought, 
Truth's  temple  greets  the  sky  ; 

And  like  a  citadel  with  towers, 
The  soul  with  her  subservient  powers 

Is  strengthened  silently. 

Soundless  as  chariots  on  the  snow 

The  saplings  of  the  forest  grow 
To  trees  of  mighty  girth. 

Each  nightly  star  in  silence  burns 
And  every  day  in  silence  turns 

The  axle  of  the  earth." 

From  the  lodge  the  Craftsman  turns  with  a  new  appreciation  of  the  proverb, 
"  speech  is  silvern,  silence  golden,"  and  he  is  prepared  to  hear  Carlyle:  "  In  thine 
own  mean  perplexities  do  thou  thyself  but  hold  thy  tongue  for  one  day :  on  the 
morrow  how  much  clearer  are  thy  purposes  and  duties ;  what  wreck  and  rubbish 
have  those  mute  workmen  within  thee  swept  away,  when  intrusive  noises  are  shut 
out."  This  is  an  invaluable  lesson.  There  are  sounds  that  cannot  be  heard  until  all 
other  sounds  are  hushed.     The  roar  of  the  streets  must  be  gone  before  the  rhythmic 
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music  of  the  lakes  becomes  audible.  A  nightingale  cannot  be  heard  through  the  clang 
and  crash  of  a  brass  band.  Neither  can  the  voice  of  the  soul,  or  the  "  still,  small  voice  '' 
of  God  if  we  live  in  a  perpetual  Babel  of  chattering  and  gabbling.  Nor  is  it  possible 
until  then  for  the  man  to  know  himself,  or  acquire  that  stability  of  character  which  is 
honorable  in  all.  Until  we  learn  that  noise  is  not  force,  that  the  thunder  does  not 
add  sharpness  to  the  lightning,  nor  the  roar  of  the  breakers  might  to  the  waves,  nor  the 
beat  of  the  heart  purity  to  the  blood,  nor  anything  at  all  to  gravity,  to  electricity  or  the 
tornado,  we  shall  never  accomplish  the  grandest  results.  In  this  talking,  fussy  age, 
therefore,  let  us  be  thoughtful  for  the  Mystic  Order,  that  teaches  us  at  times  to  hold 
our  peace,  and  to  believe  that  the  walls  of  God's  temple  will  as  surely  rise  if  no  noise 
of  hammer  or  metalic  instrument  be  heard,  as  they  would  were  we  to  be  deafened 
by  clanging  implements  and  turbulent  shouts. 

It  is  a  token  of  beauty  both  in  the  ceremonies  and  life  of  Masonry  that  it  extols 
the  value  of  the  artistic  and  ornamental.  Of  Solomon  it  is  written  "  that  he  garn- 
ished the  temple  with  precious  stones  for  beauty;"  and  Isaiah  declared  of  the  second 
temple,  "  The  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  come  unto  thee,  the  fir  tree,  the  pine  tree  and 
the  box,  together  to  beautify  the  place  of  my  sanctuary,  and  I  will  make  the  place  of 
my  feet  glorious."  When  we  realize  how  large  a  sphere  is  occupied  by  this  quality 
in  the  universe,  how  it  gleams  on  us  from  the  stars,  how  it  charms  us  in  the  flowers, 
how  it  breaks  on  us  in  sequestered  nooks  and  quiet  glens,  and  how  it  dazzles  us  in 
sun-drenched  clouds  and  in  silver-saturated  mists,  we  cannot  but  admit  its  incom- 
putable worth.  Within  the  limits  of  a  lodge  it  salutes  us  in  artistic  and  symbolic  or- 
nament, in  dramatic  rite  and  histrionic  representation.  But  beyond  this,  and  more 
to  our  purpose,  it  is  manifest  in  the  graces  of  character  it  seeks  to  cultivate  and  the 
adornments  it  commends  to  conduct.  There  are  those  who  assume  that  if  a  man  is 
rigidly  exact  in  his  dealings,  accomplishments,  and  decorative  virtues,  like  gentle- 
ness, courtesy  and  sympathy  may  be  dispensed  with.  As  well  might  it  be  said  that 
the  world  can  do  without  the  flowers  because  it  has  the  trees,  and  do  without  the  lark 
and  the  nightingale  because  it  has  the  eagle  and  the  buzzard.  The  charms  and  at- 
tractions of  character  are  not  to  be  despised ;  for  they  are  fruitful  in  blessings  to  the 
world.  Among  these  charms  may  be  classed  the  cardinal  virtue  of  Temperance, 
which  means  more  with  us  than  mere  abstinence  from  the  use  of  intoxicants.  It 
comprehends  that  "  due  restraint  upon  our  affections  and  passions  which  renders  the 
body  tame  and  governable,  and  frees  the  mind  from  the  allurements  of  vice."  Yet 
the  Order  is  not  indifferent  to  excessive  indulgence  in  strong  drink.  To  its  credit  be 
it  known  that  in  Italy  it  established,  1748,  the  first  temperance  society  ever  formed 
anywhere,  and  called  its  members  Xerophagists,  a  compound  Greek  word,  signifying 
"those  who  live  without  drinking."  (See  Scott's  Attcicfii  Craft  Masonry,  p.  112.) 
What  more  radiant  and  fascinating  than  self-control  ?  The  serenity,  the  calm,  is  as 
fair  to  the  eye  as  the  unruffled  mirror  of  a  verdure-bordered  lake,  or  the  undisturbed 
splendor  of  a  star  beaming  through  the  torn  bosom  of  a  gloomy  storm-cloud.  Fit  to 
be  associated  with  this,  the  graces  of  brotherly  love  and  relief.  Benevolence,  sweet 
charity,  who  can  do  justice  to  thy  beauty  !  It  is  the  purest  gem  in  the  crown  of  Ma- 
sonry, and  sheds  a  lustre  over  the  entire   body,  and  illuminates  many  a  home  of  sor- 
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row  and  penury.  To  dry  the  widow's  tears,  reverently  to  bury  her  dead,  and  gener- 
ously to  shield  her  little  ones  from  want ;  to  succor  a  distressed  brother,  and  to 
lighten  the  burden  of  his  declining  years — these  are  the  sacred  privileges  of  our 
Craftsmen.  And  they  are  to  be  met  in  the  spirit  of  disinterested  service  ;  for  while 
gratitude  is  a  grace  inculcated  by  the  lodge,  it  is  frequently  not  exhibited  by  those 
outside  who  are  the  recipients  of  its  favors.  Tourgenieff,  the  Russian,  happily  hits 
off  this  omission  in  one  of  his  charming  fables.  He  represents  a  meeting  of  the  Vir- 
tues, and  observes  that  Benevolence  and  Gratitude  pass  each  other  as  strangers  and 
are  not  even  on  speaking  terms.  "  This  is  too  bad,"  he  says,  "  and  ought  not  to  con- 
tinue. I  must  introduce  you  to  each  other.  Benevolence  this  is  Gratitude ;  Grati- 
tude this  is  Benevolence  ;  at  least  bow  to  each  other."  Ah  me  !  that  there  should 
be  any  reason  for  this  satire.  Yet,  so  it  is ;  and  he  who  does  no  good  except  for 
praise,  will  do  but  little  in  this  naughty  world.  It  is  possible  to  be  mercenary  even 
in  charity,  and  to  have  an  eye  to  profit  in  our  gifts.  If  we  would  be  radiant  bene- 
factors we  must  be  charmed  by  the  essential  glory  of  beneficence,  must  be  convinced 
that  it  is  its  own  reward,  and  be  practically  indifferent  to  the  encomiums  of  our  fel- 
lows, knowing  that  their  approval  or  disapproval  cannot  change  the  nature  or  affect 
the  merits  of  our  actions.  It  is  related  of  Cicero  that  he  went  to  Syracuse  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  the  tomb  of  Archimedes.  Arrived  in  the  city  he  called  on  the 
Archons,  on  the  chief  men,  on  those  who  correspond  in  function  to  our  mayor  and 
aldermen.  He  informed  them  of  his  object.  But  the  magistrates  did  not  remember 
Archimedes,  and  did  not  know  his  resting  place.  They  asked  each  other.  Who  was 
he  ?  What  did  he  do  ?  Had  he  run  a  corner  grocery,  doubtless  some  of  the  officials 
would  have  recollected  him  ;  at  least  they  would  have  done  so  in  these  times.  But 
as  he  was  merely  a  geometrician,  a  man  of  brains,  who  had  guarded  the  town  from 
the  Roman  fleet,  they  were  ignorant  of  him  and  of  his  grave.  After  much  searching, 
Cicero  discovered  the  sacred  spot,  and  duly  honored  the  memory  of  the  man  of  science. 
But  had  he  not,  and  had  the  defender  of  Syracuse  been  entirely  forgotten,  it  would 
not  have  detracted  from  the  grandeur  of  his  achievements.  Oblivion  would  not  have 
been  to  his  discredit,  but  it  would  have  been  to  the  everlasting  shame  of  the  people 
who  could  forget  their  indebtedness  to  his  genius  and  patriotism.  In  the  same  man- 
ner, the  quality  of  our  deeds  are  independent  of  the  applause  to  which  they  may  be 
entitled,  and  he  who  performs  them  for  their  own  sake,  invests  his  character  with  a 
halo  of  beauty. 

There  are  other  jewels  and  other  robes,  surpassing  in  ornamental  splendor  the 
most  gorgeous  of  regalias,  with  which  the  true  Mason  should  be  adorned.  These  I 
have  only  time  to  mention  by  name ;  they  are  contentment,  peaceableness,  gratitude 
and  a  sunny  cheerfulness.  A  gloomy,  desponding,  dyspeptic,  discontented,  dreary 
brother  ought  to  dimit  as  speedily  as  possible  from  fraternity  with  those  who  claim 
to  be  the  children  of  light,  who  should  live  in  it,  and  be  as  bright  and  brilliant  as 
the  light  itself.  Listen  to  Epictetus  :  "  If  a  man  is  unhappy,  remember  that  his  un- 
happiness  is  his  own  fault ;  for  God  has  made  all  men  to  be  happy."  "  I  am,"  he 
elsewhere  says,  "  always  content  with  that  which  happens ;  for  I  think  that  what 
God  chooses  is  better  than  what  I  choose."     And  as  you  ponder  his  words,  and  cul- 
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tivate  this  duty  of  glad  submission,  do  not  forget  what  Bernard  says  :  "  Nothing  can 
work  me  damage  except  myself;  the  harm  that  I  sustain  I  carr>-  about  with  me,  and 
never  am  a  real  sufferer  but  by  my  own  fault."' 

Manifold  are  the  blessings  we  have  in  return  for  our  evils  and  trials,  and  he 
who  has  attained  to  the  Corinthian  stage  of  Masonic  progress,  who  is  not  only  wise 
and  strong  but  beautiful,  has  entered  into  the  spirit  of  such  sentiments  as  these  : 
"  To  watch  the  corn  grow,  or  the  blossoms  set ;  to  draw  hard  breath  over  the  plough- 
share or  spade  ;  to  read,  to  think,  to  love,  to  pray,"  these,  says  Ruskin,  "  are  the 
things  that  make  men  happy." 

"  I  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  thieves,"  says  Jeremy  Taylor;  "  what  then  ? 
They  have  left  me  the  sun  and  moon,  fire  and  water,  a  loving  wife  and  many  friends 
to  pity  me,  and  some  to  relieve  me,  and  I  can  still  discourse ;  and,  unless  I  list,  they 
have  not  taken  away  my  merry  countenance  and  my  cheerful  spirit  and  a  good  con- 
science." 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  brethren  of  this  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
of  Illinois,  I  thank  you  for  the  courteous  hearing  you  have  given  to  my  address.  In 
the  unfolding  of  my  subject  I  have  had  regard  only  to  the  future  of  the  Craft  in  this 
great  Commonwealth.  Already  this  body  has  achieved  an  honorable  and  notable 
standing  among  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world.  But  the  work  is  not  complete. 
The  Masonic  Temple  is  still  in  course  of  erection,  and  we  are  yet  in  the  quarries. 
Slowly  and  grandly  the  walls  arise.  Let  us  see  to  it  that  in  the  future  as  in  the  past 
they  be  distinguished  by  thoroughness,  symmetry  and  massiveness.  If  we  shall  thus 
build,  and  if  the  whole  shall  be  supported  by  Wisdom,  Strength  and  Beauty,  then 
shall  the  Shekinah  as  of  old  dwell  between  the  Cherubim  over  the  Mercy  Seat,  and 
the  radiance  of  the  Presence  stream  forth  to  bless  the  world.  And  if  thus  we  shall 
labor,  happy  shall  we  be  when  "  High  Twelve"  shall  sound,  and  the  Voice  be  heard 
calling  us  through  the  portals  of  death  to  the  unfading  fields  of  Paradise. 

"  List  to  the  strokes  of  the  bell — 
'  High  Twelve  !' 
Sweet  on  the  air  they  swell. 
To  those  who  had  labored  well — 
And  the  Warden's  voice  is  heard  ; 
From  the  South  comes  the  cheering  word, 
'  In  the  quarries  no  longer  delve.'  " 

AMENDMENT— To  By-Laws. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  moved  that  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  By-Laws  be  taken  up,  and  that  the  proposed  amendment  be  adopted,  which 
amendment  was  adopted  : 

Amend  Section  15,  Article  VI.,  Part  First,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  by 
inserting  after  the  word  proceedings,  ("one  of  which  shall  be  a  bound  copy,  having 
the  name  and  number  of  the  lodge  printed  thereon.") 

D.  B.  ROBERTSON. 
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Section  15,  Article  VI.,  Part  First,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  as  amended, 
reads  as  follows : 

Section  ij.  To  forward  three  copies  of  the  proceedings,  ("  one  of  which  shall 
be  a  bound  copy  having  the  name  and  number  of  the  lodge  printed  thereon,")  to 
each  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction;  ten  copies  to  the  Grand  Master;  two  copies  to  each 
Past  Grand  Master,  who  shall  be  a  member  of  some  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  ;  and 
one  copy  to  each  Grand  Officer  enumerated  in  Article  V.  of  the  constitution ;  one  copy 
to  each  representative  of  this  Grand  Lodge  near  other  Grand  Lodges  ;  one  copy  to 
each  Grand  Master,  and  two  copies  to  each  Grand  Lodge  in  the  United  States,  and 
el-sewhere,  which  may  be  in  fraternal  communication  with  this  Grand  Lodge. 

GRAND  OFFICERS  ELECTED. 

The  tellers  having  collected  and  counted  the  several  ballots,  reported  that  the 
following  named  brethren  had  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  : 

John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

John  M.  Pearson,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Monroe  C.  Crawford,  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Leroy  a.  Goddard,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Wiley  M.  Eg.\n,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Loyal  L.  Munn,  Grand  Secretarj'. 

And  they  were  each  declared  to  be  duly  elected  Grand  Officers  of  this  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  duly 
elected  and  installed. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Wiley  >L  Egan  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  bonds  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  be  fixed 
at  thirty  thousand  dollars  each. 

CALLED  OFF. 

At  l:oo  o'clock  r.  m.  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  frem  labor  to  refreshment, 
until  3  o'clock  p.  m. 


SECOND  DAY— Afternoon  Se.ssion. 

Wednesday,  October  3,  A.  L.  5S88, ) 
3  o'clock  p.  .M.  j" 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives  as  in  the  morning. 
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REPORT— Committee  on  Petitions. 

R.  W.  Bro.  James  I.  McClintock  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Petitions,  all  of  which  was,  on  motion,  adopted,  except  case  No.  9,  or  the 
petition  from  Pittsfield,  which  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence  : 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  F.  d;'  A.  Masons  of  Illinois  : 

Your  Committee  on  Petitions,  having  examined  the  matters  which  have  come 
before  them,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

1.  In  the  case  of  Virgil  C.  Way,  who  was  expelled  trom  Rutland  Lodge,  No. 
477,  and  who  now  asks  for  restoration,  your  committee  find  that  the  papers  in  the 
case  show  a  compliance  with  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  and  that  the  members  pres- 
ent at  a  stated  communication  of  said  lodge  voted  unanimously  to  recommend  him  to 
this  Grand  Lodge  for  restoration,  and  we  recommend  that  said  Virgil  C.  Way  be  re- 
stored to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 

2.  In  the  case  of  Peter  C.  Hill,  expelled  from  Freeburg  Lodge,  No.  418,  your 
committee  find  that  the  requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  governing  resto- 
rations have  been  complied  with,  and  his  petition  being  recommended  by  a  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  members  of  said  lodge  at  a  stated  communication,  we  recommend 
that  said  Peter  C.  Hill  be  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 

3.  James  M.  Berry,  Jr.,  who  was  expelled  from  Irving  Lodge,  No.  455,  in 
1873,  asks  in  his  petition  to  said  lodge  that  he  be  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  Masonry.  The  proceedings  of  the  lodge  show  that  the  petition  was  granted 
at  a  stated  communication,  with  only  one  dissenting  vote,  but  the  lodge  recommends 
his  restoration  to  good  standing  in  the  Fraternity  only. 

In  this  case  the  offense  committed  was  a  grave  one,  but  the  lodge  certifies  that 
the  subsequent  life  of  petitioner  has  been  commendable,  and  that  in  the  judgment  of 
the  lodge  the  punishment  has  been  sufficient ;  and  the  papers  showing  a  compliance 
with  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  your  committee  recommend  that  said  James  M. 
Berry,  Jr.,  be  restored  to  good  standing  in  the  Fraternity. 

4.  The  petition  of  William  Woodbum  to  this  Grand  Lodge  states  that  he  was 
suspended  from  I.  Underhill  Lodge,  No.  375,  then  located  at  Secor,  Illinois,  about 
January  i,  1872,  and  that  a  short  time  afterward  he  took  the  necessary  steps  for  re- 
instatement, when  the  lodge-room,  records,  etc.,  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  lodge 
ceased  to  exist ;  and  he  asks  to  be  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Ma- 
sonry. The  petition  is  accompanied  by  a  statement  signed  by  the  Master  of  South 
Macon  Lodge,  No.  467,  attested  by  the  Secretary  and  the  seal  of  the  lodge,  certify- 
ing to  the  good  character  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  he  is  ready  and  willing  to  pay  all 
the  dues  that  may  be  against  him,  but  does  not  know  the  amount.  The  petition 
shows  a  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  Sec.  5  of  Art.  10,  part  third,  of  the 
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Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  except  as  to  the  payment  of  dues,  and  your  committee  rec- 
ommend that  the  said  William  Woodburn  be  reinstated  to  good  standing  in  the  Fra- 
ternity upon  his  paying  to  the  Grand  Secretary  the  amount  which  he  was  in  arrears 
for  dues  when  suspended,  if  such  amount  can  be  exactly  ascertained,  and  if  such 
amount  cannot  be  so  ascertained,  by  the  payment  of  such  amount  as  he  shall  certify 
to  the  Grand  Secretary  will,  in  the  judgment  of  the  petitioner,  be  sufficient  to  pay 
such  arrears. 

5.  The  petition  of  Sullivan  Centre  Lodge,  No.  738,  states  that  said  lodge  is 
now  located  at  Saunemin,  about  ten  miles  from  Sullivan  Centre,  and  it  asks  that  the 
name  of  said  lodge  be  changed  to  correspond  with  that  of  its  present  location.  It 
appears  from  the  petition  that  the  members  present  at  a  stated  communication  of  said 
lodge  voted  unanimously  for  said  change,  and  your  committee  recommend  that  said 
petition  be  granted,  and  that  the  name  of  said  lodge  be  changed  as  prayed. 

6.  Milan  Lodge,  No.  617,  asks  that  the  name  of  said  lodge  be  changed  to 
Good  Hope,  at  which  place  the  lodge  is  now  located,  as  confusion  has  resulted  from 
there  being  a  post-office  in  the  State  called  Milan,  to  which  mail  for  Milan  Lodge  is 
frequently  sent.  Milan  Lodge,  at  a  stated  communication,  gave  a  unanimous  vote 
for  the  change,  and  your  committee  recommend  that  the  petition  be  granted,  and 
that  the  name  of  Milan  Lodge,  No.  617,  be  changed  to  Good  Hope  Lodge,  No.  617. 

7.  In  the  matter  of  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  3,  mentioned  by  the  Grand  Master 
in  his  address,  and  referred  to  this  committee,  your  committee  would  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  papers  in  the  case,  and  have  heard  the  statements  of  the 
Master  and  Senior  Warden  of  said  lodge,  who  were  the  only  persons  who  appeared  be- 
fore them.  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  matter  complained  of  as  to  the 
meeting  of  January  i6th,  1888,  was  a  mere  irregularity  and  that  no  wrong  was  in- 
tended, and  as  the  officers  of  said  lodge  have  been  admonished  by  the  Grand  Master 
on  account  of  said  irregularity,  and  no  harm  appears  to  have  resulted  from  the  action 
of  the  lodge,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  matter  should  rest  as  the 
Grand  Master  has  left  it,  and  that  no  further  action  in  the  matter  should  be  taken  by 
this  Grand  Lodge. 

8.  This  is  a  case  in  which  Richard  Laney,  who  had  been  expelled  from  Craw- 
ford Lodge,  No.  666,  petitions  said  lodge  to  reinstate  him  in  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  Masonry.  The  proceedings  of  the  lodge  show  that  the  lodge,  at  a  stated 
communication,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  reinstated  the  petitioner.  Your  committee 
might  presume  that  the  petitioner  and  the  lodge  intended  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  4,  of  Article  X.,  Part  Third,  of  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  but  the 
presumption  would  be  a  violent  one  so  far  as  the  papers  are  concerned.  The  papers 
in  this  case  were  not  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Secretary  until  the  first  day  of  the 
present  communication,  instead  of  being  filed  ten  days  before.  Your  committee 
recommend  that  no  action  be  taken  in  this  case  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  except  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Grand  Master  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  said 
lodge  has  actually  reinstated  this  petitioner,  as  shown  by  the  records  of  the  lodge. 
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9.  This  is  a  petition,  signed  by  twenty-four  persons,  who  represent  that  they  are 
Master  Masons  in  good  standing,  residing  at  Pittsfield,  in  Pike  County,  Illinois,  who 
ask  for  a  charter  for  a  new  lodge  at  Pittsfield,  and  also  ask  that  the  petition  presented 
by  them  to  this  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  Grand  Communication,  with  all  the  facts  and 
recommendations  therein  set  forth,  with  the  returns  of  their  acts  while  under  dispen- 
sation, be  taken  and  considered  as  a  part  of  their  petition.  They  also  state  that 
Pittsfield  is  the  county  seat  of  Pike  County,  having  a  population  of  about  three  thous- 
and; that  Pittsfield  Lodge,  No.  56,  once  occupied  the  territory  in  and  about  said 
town  and  has,  in  a  manner,  been  dormant  for  the  last  eight  years,  during  the  last  two 
of  which  its  charter  has  been  under  arrest  for  non-payment  of  Grand  Lodge  dues, 
with  no  prospect  of  being  revived,  and  that  in  the  formation  of  a  new  lodge  none  of 
the  neighboring  lodges  are  asked  or  required  to  cede  any  territory  held  by  them  as 
against  Pittsfield  Lodge,  as  the  territory  of  the  new  lodge  prayed  for  would  be  co- 
extensive with  that  of  Pittsfield  Lodge. 

Your  committee,  upon  reference  to  the  papers  of  last  year  in  this  case  handed  to 
them  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  find  that  a  dispensation  issued  on  the  28th  day  of  June> 
1887,  on  petition  of  twenty-three  of  the  persons  who  have  signed  the  petition  laid  be- 
fore us,  for  a  new  lodge  at  Pittsfield  to  be  called  Hiram  Lodge,  it  being  recom- 
mended by  all  the  lodges  in  said  county,  with  one  exception,  and  by  the  members  of 
the  dormant  lodge,  meaning  Pittsfield,  No.  56,  a  report  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
address  of  Grand  Master  Darrah  at  the  last  Grand  Communication  on  page  35  of  the 
proceedings  of  1887.  Hiram  Lodge  proceeded  to  work  under  this  dispensation,  and 
made  its  returns  to  the  Grand  Lodge  on  Sept.  13,  1887,  and  paid  as  Grand  Lodge 
dues  the  sum  0^$  16.50,  said  returns  showing  three  initiated  and  two  passed  and  raised 
while  working  under  dispensation.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Lodges  Under 
Dispensation,  with  regard  to  said  Hiram  Lodge,  found  on  page  141  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  1887,  shows  that  that  committee  had  serious  doubts  that  a  charter  could  be 
legally  granted  under  the  circumstances,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  and  that  committee  reported  that  they  found  an  in- 
surmountable obstacle  to  the  erection  of  a  new  lodge  at  that  place,  in  the  constitu- 
tional provision  that  no  dispensation  shall  be  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  or  by  the 
Grand  Master,  in  any  place  not  having  already  three  or  more  lodges,  without  the 
recommendation  of  the  three  nearest  lodges.  (See  page  1155  of  the  proceedings  of 
1887.) 

Your  committee  further  find  that  at  the  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  1887, 
Grand  Master  Darrah  reported  (see  page  43  of  the  proceedings  of  1887)  that  on  Oct. 
27th  (1886)  he  had  taken  charge  of  the  charter  of  Pittsfield  Lodge,  No.  56,  it  being 
forfeited  by  non-payment  of  Grand  I^dge  dues.  The  Committee  on  the  Grand 
Master's  Address  (see  page  85  of  proceedings  of  1887)  recommended  among  other 
.matters  that  the  charter  of  Pittsfield  Lodge,  No.  56,  be  revoked  and  its  name  and 
number  erased  from  the  register,  but  said  report  was  not  approved  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  that  respect. 

The  petition  laid  before  your  committee  does  not  state  whom  the  petitioners 
desire  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  new  lodge,  nor  do  they  suggest  any  names,  but  in 
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the  dispensation  granted  last  year  Wm.  B.  Grimes  was  named  as  Master  ;  Thomas 
Worthington,  Jr.,  as  Senior  Warden,  and  Chas.  W.  Patterson  as  Junior  Warden,  and 
in  the  petition  for  a  charter  they  asked  that  said  lodge  should  be  called  "Alexan- 
der," and  the  papers  above  refen^ed  to  are  made  a  part  of  their  present  petition. 

Your  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  papers  presented  to  them  in  this 
case,  and  have  heard  statements  from  persons  in  the  neighborhood  as  to  the  facts 
and  circumstances,  and  vv^ould  report  that  there  is  no  working  Masonic  lodge  at 
Pittsfield,  which  is  the  county  seat  of  Pike  County,  a  large  and  populous  county,  and 
that  in  their  judgment  a  new  lodge  as  prayed  for  could  be  sustained  with  honor  and 
credit  to  the  Fraternity,  and  that  the  same  is  necessary  for  the  best  interests  of  Ma- 
sonry in  that  locality.  Your  committee  is  informed  that  one  of  the  three  lodges 
nearest  to  Pittsfield  will  not  sign  a  recommendation  for  a  new  lodge,  and  the  peti- 
tioners and  others  are  by  the  action  of  this  one  lodge  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
having  a  lodge  convenient  to  them,  in  a  large  town,  and  at  a  place  where  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  conclude  that  a  flourishing  lodge  could  be  established  and  maintained. 

A  petition,  however,  to  the  Grand  Lodge  to  grant  a  charter  for  a  new  lodge 
without  proceeding  as  required  by  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  is,  so  far  as  your 
committee  is  informed,  an  entirely  new  proceeding,  at  least  since  the  present  Consti- 
tution and  By-Laws  were  adopted  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  question  of  issuing 
such  charter,  in  their  judgment,  involves  a  grave  and  serious  question  of  Masonic 
jurisprudence ;  and  your  committee  being  of  the  opinion  that  if  it  is  possible  under 
the  law  to  establish  this  new  lodge  it  should  be  done,  would  recommend  that  the 
question  whether  or  not  a  charter  can  issue  to  such  new  lodge  in  the  manner  prayed, 
be  refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  with  instructions  to  make 
a  special  report  thereon  at  the  earliest  possible  moment ;  and  your  committee  further 
recommend  that  if  it  is  decided  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  upon  the  coming  in  of  said 
report,  that  such  action  is  warranted  by  our  laws,  that  a  charter  issue  to  a  new  lodge 
at  Pittsfield  as  prayed. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

JAMES  I.  McCLINTOCK, 
ELMER  W.  ADKINSON, 
HENRY  R.  PHINNEY, 

Committee. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Edward  Cook  moved  that  the  charter  of  Pittsfield  Lodge,  No.  56, 
be  revoked. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  moved  that  the  whole  subject  matter  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence.     Carried. 

REPORT— Committee  on  Finance. 

R.  W.  Bro.  E.  C.  Pace  presented  the  following  report  and  resolution  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  which,  on  motion,  were  adopted  : 

'4« 
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To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illhioisy  F.Ss'A.M.: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  allowance  of  mileage  and 
per  diem  to  the  representatives  of  such  lodges  as  failed  to  pay  Grand  Lodge  dues  on 
or  before  the  time  such  dues  are  required  to  be  paid,  fraternally  report  that  we  have 
carefully  investigated  the  cii-cumstances  in  the  cases  before  us,  taking  the  statements 
of  the  brethren  representing  the  several  lodges  at  this  Grand  Communication  as  to  the 
cause  of  failure  to  comply  with  the  very  explicit  requirements  of  the  law  in  such  cases 
provided.  Without  entering  into  details  with  regard  to  the  reasons  assigned  in  each 
case,  your  committee  found  that  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  carelessness  and  neglect 
of  his  plain  duty  either  by  the  Master  or  Secretary,  or  both,  was  the  direct  cause  of 
the  failures.  Circumstances,  mitigating  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  were  in  most  cases 
presented,  but  only  in  one  or  two  cases  of  sufficient  importance  to  clear  them  of  the 
charge  of  neglect. 

Your  committee  find  the  provisions  of  the  By-Laws  to  be  so  plain  upon  this  sub- 
ject (Sec.  I,  Art.  24,  and  Sec.  2,  Art.  25,  part  second  of  By-Laws,  pages  74  and  75) 
that  they  believe  an  allowance  for  mileage  and  per  diem  to  the  brethren  representing 
these  lodges  would  be  a  clear  violation  of  the  sections  above  noted.  Your  commit- 
tee, however,  recognize  the  fact  that  the  brethren  representing  these  several  lodges 
are  here  performing  their  duties  as  such  representatives,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  a 
hardship  for  them  to  do  so  without  compensation,  we  recommend  that  the  petitions 
of  the  several  lodges  to  have  the  names  of  their  representatives  placed  upon  the  roll 
of  the  Committee  on  Mileage  and  Per  Diem,  as  entitled  to  compensation  for  attend- 
ance at  Grand  Communication,  be  denied ;  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  directed 
to  issue  an  order  to  each  of  said  representatives  for  such  sum  as  he  would  have  been 
entitled  to  had  the  dues  of  his  lodge  been  paid  in  the  time  provided  by  the  By-Laws, 
such  orders  to  be  paid  out  of  the  general  fund. 

In  the  matter  of  petition  for  mileage  and  per  diem  to  Bro.  Mark  Thomas,  rep- 
resenting Kavanaugh  Lodge,  No.  36,  in  the  Grand  Communication  of  1887,  your 
committee  find  from  a  statement  filed  with  them  by  the  Past  Master  of  Kavanaugh 
Lodge,  attested  by  the  Secretary  under  seal  of  the  lodge,  that  Bro.  Thomas  attended 
Grand  Lodge  in  1887  as  the  representative  of  that  lodge,  but  that  owing  to  his  fail- 
ure to  present  a  written  proxy,  which  was  inadvertently  left  at  home,  failed  to  secure 
recognition  as  such.  Your  committee  recommend  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  di- 
rected to  issue  an  order  in  favor  of  John  Bowden,  W.  M.  of  Kavanaugh  Lodge,  No. 
36,  for  such  sum  as  would  have  been  paid  to  the  duly  accredited  representative  of 
that  lodge  for  attendance  on  Grand  Lodge  in  1887,  said  order  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
general  fund. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  C.  PACE, 

GIL.  W.  BARNARD, 

S.  W.  WADDLE, 

Finance  Committee. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  is  hereby  directed  to  send  notice,  as  soon 
as  convenient  after  the  15th  of  August  of  each  year,  to  the  W.  M.  of  such  lodges  as 
have  failed,  at  that  time,  to  pay  their  annual  dues  for  the  current  year  ;  such 
notice  to  cover  the  fact  that  those  lodges  have  forfeited  the  right  of  their  representa- 
tive to  draw  mileage  and  per  diem  for  attendance  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  for  that 
year. 

REPORT— Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Thomas  M.  Grossman  presented  the  following  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Chartered  Lodges,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted  : 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  would  fraternally  report :  That  we  have 
carefully  examined  the  returns  made  by  the  several  constituent  lodges,  submitted  to 
us  by  Grand  Secretary,  R.  W.  Bro.  L.  L.  Munn,  for  the  fiscal  year  1888,  and  sub- 
mit, together  with  a  full  tabulated  statement,  the  following  summary  of  the  facts 
therein  contained : 

Number  of  lodges  reported 681 

Total  membership  reported 40,725 

Amount  of  dues  paid ^30,111  80 

Largest  single  membership  reported — Covenant,  No.  526.  483 

Smallest  membership  reported — Andalusia,  No.  516 10 

Average  membership 60 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  membership  as  reported   1887 40,209 

Number  raised 2,125 

Number  reinstated *.  324 

Number  admitted 757 

Number  added  for  error  (lodge  reports) 88 

Total  gain 3)294 

Aggregate 43,503 

Loss  by  suspension 914 

Loss  by  expulsion 18 

Loss  by  dimits i>302 

Loss  by  death 513 

Loss  by  errors  (lodge  reports) 31 

Total  loss 2,778 

Total  membership  1888 40,725 
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Membership  1888 40,725 

M embership  1 887 40,209 

Net  gain 516 

Resident  membership 37>I59 

Non-resident  membership 3>S66 

Total  membership 40,725 

Number  rejected 517 

Number  initiations 2,333 

Number  passed 2,169 

The  following  lodges  have  neither  made  returns  nor  paid  their  dues  for  1888, 
viz. :     Nos.  331,  387  and  723. 

The  following  lodges  have  made  returns  but  have  not  paid  their  dues  for  1888, 
viz. :     Nos.  439  and  736. 

Charter  surrender  during  year,  No.  753. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

T.  M.  GROSSMAN, 
H.  M.  GILLMORE, 
G.  H.  B.  TOLLE, 
R.  S.  GORDON, 
GEO.  W.  CYRUS, 

Committee. 


To  the  Most  Worshipful,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &=  A.  M. 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  to  whom  that  portion  of  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master's  address,  relating  to  Muddy  Point  Lodge,  No.  396,  has  been 
referred,  would  fraternally  report  that  we  have  given  the  matter  careful  considera- 
tion, and  desire  to  unanimously  endorse  and  approve  his  action  in  issuing  his  dispen- 
sation for  the  removal  of  said  lodge  from  Lerna  to  Trilla,  and  recommend  concurrence 
therein  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  removal  be  made  permanent. 


Fraternally  submitted, 


T.  M.  GROSSMAN, 
H.  M.  GILLMORE, 
G.  H.  B.  TOLLE, 
R.  S.  GORDON, 
GEO.  W.  CYRUS, 

Committee. 
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CALLED  OFF. 

At  4:30  p.  M.   the  Grand   Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment,  until 
10  o'clock  A.  M.,  Thursday,  October  4. 


THIRD  DAY— Morning  Session. 


Thursday,  October  4th,  A.  L.  5888.  \ 
10  o'clock  A.  M.  j 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives  as  on  the  preceding  day,  and  with 

PRAYER    BY   THE   GRAND   CHAPLAIN. 

We  bless  Thee,  Almighty  Father,  for  the  sympathies  that  bind  human  hearts  to- 
gether. We  bless  Thee,  that  we  know  a  little  of  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is 
for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  good  spirit  that  has 
been  in  these  deliberations.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  friendships  that  have  been 
strengthened.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  work  that  has  been  done.  We  thank  Thee 
for  the  prospects  that  lie  before  us  in  the  great  fields  Thou  hast  given  us  to  occupy. 
And  now,  our  Father,  wilt  Thou  bless  the  presiding  officers  of  this  Grand  Lodge ; 
wilt  Thou  bless  all  these  brothers  representing  many  thousands  of  our  order  in  this 
State.  May  they  go  to  their  homes  and  their  lodges  full  of  inspiration,  full  of  life, 
love  and  peace.  And  may  all  these  lodges  be  sacred  places  in  the  coming  year,  and 
may  the  light  and  presence  of  the  Holy  One  be  in  their  midst.  We  pray  for  all  the 
homes  represented  here.  We  pray  for  all  the  interest  connected  with  each  life.  We 
pray  for  our  vast  membership  throughout  the  earth.  We  pray  for  all  the  children  of 
men.     May  mercy  and  peace  be  upon  all,  we  ask  in  Thy  Great  Name.     Amen, 

INTRODUCTION— Of  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  Arizona. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  said: 

M.  W.  Grand  Master :  I  am  charged  by  the  Representative  of  Arizona,  R.  W. 
Bro.  Crawford,  with  the  pleasing  duty  of  introducing  to  you  R.  W.  Bro.  Morris  Gold- 
water,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona. 
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M.  W.  Grand  Master  Smith  : 

R.  W.  Bro.  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  :  It  affords 
me  much  pleasure  to  welcome  you,  as  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  that  distin- 
guished Grand  Lodge,  into  the  bosom  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 

The  Grand  Honors  were  accorded.  "  . 

R.  W.  Bro.  Morris  Goldwater  said : 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  :  The  reception  that  I  have  received  ^s  such  as  to  almost 
overpower  me.  Coming  from  a  jurisdiction  whose  total  membership  does  not  num. 
ber  probably  one-half  of  the  members  assembled  in  this  hall,  I  feel  how  utterly  insig- 
nificant not  only  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  but  even  the  Territory  of  Arizona  must  be 
before  the  distinguished  brethren  who  are  assembled  here.  I  thank  you,  M.  W_ 
Grand  Master,  on  behalf  of  the  youngest  of  the  American  Grand  Lodges  for  the  kind 
reception  which  you  have  given  to  it  through  me ;  and  should  any  of  you  visit  what 
I  believe  some  Eastern  brethren  have  called  the  land  where  nothing  grows  but  cactus 
and  homed  toads,  we  will  endeavor  to  show  you  that  Masonry  can  flourish  where 
God  has  made  the  sun  to  shine. 

REPORT— Committee  on  Mileage  and  Per  Diem. 

W.  Bro.  Ed.  S.  MuUiner,  from  the  Committee  on  Mileage  and  Per  Diem  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  M .  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  : 

Your  Committee  on  Mileage  and  Per  Diem  would  fraternally  report  that  the 
following  Grand  Officers,  committees  and  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  entitled 
to  mileage  and  per  diem  as  set  forth  in  the  following  pages. 

EDWARD  S.  MULLINER, 
H.  C.  CLEAVELAND, 
JNO.  A.  LADD, 

Committee. 
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154 

15  40 

6 

21  40 

Cambridge 

187 

18  70 

6 

24  70 

Prairie  City 

164 

16  40 

6 

22  40 

Galesburg 

126 

12  60 

6 

18  60 

Bloomington 

56 

5  60 

6 

II  60 

Kankakee 

13° 

13  00 

6 

19  00 

Urbana 

153 

15  30 

6 

21  30 

Bement 

185 

18  50 

6 

34  50 

Springfiela 

215 

21  50 

6 

27  50 

Jacksonville 

216 

21    60 

6 

27  60 

La  Harpe 

240 

24   00 

6 

30  00 

Whitehall 

198 

19    80 

6 

25  80 

Taylorville 

199 

19    90 

6 

35  90 

Effingham 

321 

32   10 

6 

38  10 

Chester 

277 

27    70 

6 

33  7° 

Nashville 

310 

31   00 

6 

37  00 

Shawneetown 

352 

35  20 

6 

41  20 

Golconda 
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Proceedings  of  tJue 


[Oct.  4th, 


COMMITTEES. 


DeWitt  C.  Cregier 
James  A.  Hawley. , 
Daniel  M.  Browning 
John  R.  Thomas 
Alex.  T.  Darrah 


Chicago. 

Dixon. 

Benton. 

Metropolis. 

Bloomington. 


APPEALS   AND   GRIEVANCES. 


Joseph  E.  Dyas  . . . 

H.J.  Hamlin 

Geo.  W.  Hill- 

Ira  W.  Buell 

William  S.  Cantrell 


164 

$16  40|;^20 

$36   40 

316 

19  soj  20 
31  6o|  20 

39  50 
51  60 

. . . .  j  20 

20  00 

307 

30  70  20 

50  70 

Paris. 

Shelby  ville. 
Murpnysboro. 
Chicago. 
Benton. 


CHARTERED   LODGES. 


Thomas  M.  Crossman 

H.  M.  Gillmore 

R.  S  Gordon 

G.  H.  B.  Tolle 

George  W.  Cyrus 


266 

1^36  60  $20 

$46  60 

Edwardsville 

157 
252 

IS  70  20 
25  20  20 

■  35  70 
45  20 

Delavan. 
Mt.  Carmel. 

234 
242 

23  40 j  20 

24  20'  20 

43  40 

44  20 

Olney. 
Camp  Point. 

LODGES    UNDER    DISPENSATION. 


Henry  E.  Hamilton . 

L.  R.  Jerome 

John  L.  McCuUough 

W.  P.  Ennis 

J.  H.C.  Dill 


$ .... 

^20 

$20  00 

IS 

1  50 

20 

21  50 

234 

23  40 

20 

43  40 

272 

27  20 

20 

47  ao 

126 

13  60 

20 

32  60 

Chicago. 
LaGrange. 
Olney. 

Burnt  Prairie. 
Bloomington. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Joseph  Robbins |    263  |  36  30  |  ^15  |   I4 1  30  j  Quincy. 


MILEAGE   AND   PER    DIEM. 


E.  S.  MulHner... 
H.  C.  Cleaveland 
John  A.  Ladd  . . . 


263  JJ26  3o|j2o  I  J46  30  I  Quincy. 
162      16  20    20       36  20    Rock  Island, 
no  I  11  oo|  30  I     41  00  (Sterling. 


Edward  C.  Pace I     266  I J26  6o| J30 

Gil.  W.Barnard ....        ....     30 

Sam.  \V.  Waddle |     126  I  12  6o|  30 


fc6  60  I  Ashley. 
30  00    Chicago. 
42  60  I  Bloomington. 


1888.] 


Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 


113 


TO  EXAMINE  VISITORS. 


M.  D.  Chamberlin I  121 

W.B.Grimes 255 

A.  B.  Ashley I  132 

lames  John .,..i 

Eugene  L.  Stoker |  253 


$12  10 
25  so 

?I5 
IS 

$27 10 
40  50 

Freeport. 
Pittsfield. 

13  20 

IS 

28  20 

Kewanee 

25  30 

15 
15 

15  00 
40  30 

Chicago. 
Centralia. 

OBITUARIES. 


Wm.  E.  Ginther |     182  |$i8  2o|$2o  |  J38  20  ]  Charleston. 

George  Lytle 191      19  10    20        39  10     New  Boston. 

Simon  Willard |     329  |  32  90I  20  |     52  90  |  Anna. 


GRAND    MASTER  S    ADDRESS. 


E.  I.  IngersoU [     308  |;g30  8o|$20 

F.  W.  Havill 252      35  30    30 

M.  Maynard )     151   |  15  io|  20 


$50  80  I  Carbondale. 
45  30  Mt.  Carmel. 
35  10  I  Apple  River. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Haswell  C.  Clarke , I       56  IJ  5  6o|j2o 

H.  N.  Greenebaum    ...         20 

D.  B.  Breed 131      12  10    30 


^35  60  I  Kankakee. 
30  00     Chicago. 
32  10  I  Freeport. 


James  I.  McClintock 

H.  R.  Phinney 

Elmer  \V.  Adkinson. 


283 
257 


$28    30J$2O 

35  70    20 


548  30  I  Carmi. 
45  70  Alton. 
20  00  I  Chicago. 


RAILROADS. 


William  Jenkins 


84  I  $8  40  I  $35  I  $43  40   I  Mendota. 


nl 
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REPORT  ON   MILEAGE  AND   PER    Xil¥M— Continued. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Bodley 

Equality 

Harmony 

Springfield  .... 

Friendship 

Macon 

Rushville 

St.  Johns 

Warren 

Peoria 

Temperance ... 

Clinton 

Hancock 

Cass 

St.  Clair 

Franklin 

Hiram 

Piasa 

Pekin 

Mt.  Vernon. . . 

Oriental 

Barry 

Charleston 

Kavanaugh.... 
Olive  Branch.. 

Herman  .... 

Occidental 

Mt.    Joliet 

Bloomington... 

Hardin 

Griggsville 

Caledonia , 

Unity 

Cambridge 

CarroUton 

Mt.  Moriah.... 
Benevolent .... 

Jackson  

Washington  ... 

Trio 

Fraternal 

New  Boston... 

Belvidere , 

Lacon 

St.  Marks , 

Benton 

Euclid 

Knoxville 

Acacia 

Naples 

Eureka 

Social 

Central 

Chester 

Rockton 

Roscoe 

Mt.  Nebo 

Prairie 

Waukegan 

Scott , 

Whitehall 

Vitruvius 

DeWitt 

Mitchell 


T.  W.  Macfall 

Daniel  Laurence 

Mathew  Minter 

R.  L.  Berry 

F.  D.  Appleford 

Chas.  L.  Hovey 

Chas.  B.  GrifEth 

A.  H.  Hattan 

M.  S.  Jones 

John  Lingo 

T   N.  Pitkin 

T.  W.  McNeely 

Junius  C.  Ferris 

J.  F.  Deems 

A.  S.  Wilderman 

A.  T.  Scovell 

James  Condra 

James  Brown 

M.  D.  Dowdell 

Walter  Watson 

W.  K.  Steele 

D.  W.Greene 

Geo.  M.  Shefton 

John  Bowden 

Peter  Wilbur 

Geo.  O.  S.  Bert 

Chas.  E.  Pettit 

Joseph  Davidson 

M.  H.  Newton 

Geo.  H.  Lee 

Parvin  Shinn 

John  Flinn 

E.  C.  Cook 

John  P.  Hand 

L.  N.  Hensler 

A.  H.  Clotfelter 

A.  J.  Leslie 

Milton  Barbee 

Z.  P.  Forman 

Geo.  F.  Kramer 

D.  E.  Bruffet 

E.  L.  Willits 

Jerome  H.  Thomas... 

Willis  H.  Ford 

Asa  W.  Smith 

W.  R.  Browning 

W.  V.  Lambe 

Robert  Higgins 

C.  A.  Coulter 

John  Quinlan 

Wm.  Francis 

J.  W.Turner 

A.  H.  Saunders 

E.  A.  Dudenbostel... 
Samuel  Widdowson. 

Jabez  Love 

Geo.  J.  Castle 

J.  B.  Quinn 

H.  L.  Hatley 

A.  H.  White 

Thos.  W.  Prichett.... 
J.  A.  Mason 

J  as.  W.  Coultas 
.  D.  Strait 


263 
304 

215 

185 
98 
170 
228 
100 
310 
145 
231 
188 

239 
225 

295 
259 
160 
257 
152 
282 


■$   2630 

30  40 

21  50 
18  50 

9  80 

17  00 

22  80 
10  00 

31  00 

14  5° 

23  10 

18  80 

23  90 
22  50 
29  50 
25  90 
16  00 
25  70 

15  20 
28  20 


263 
182 
138 
124 
263 


255 
246 
368 

31 
154 
249 
239 
238 
195 
277 
162 
145 
191 

78 
128  1 

51 
307 

30  1 
169  i 

99 ; 

236 

168  I 
118  '■ 
185 1 

321  ! 

91 

85 
224  I 
165 

35  ' 
261 
240 

25 
148 
290  I 


26  30 

18  20 

13  80 
12  40 

26  30 

8  40 
3  70 

12  60 

25  50 
24  60 
36  80 

3  10 

15  40 
24  9° 
23  90 
23  80 

19  50 

27  70 

16  20 

14  50 
19  10 

7  80 
12  80 

5  10 
30  70 

3  00 
16  90 

9  90 

23  60 
16  80 
II  80 
18  50 
32  10 

9  10 

8  50 
22  40 
16  50 

3  50 

26  10 

24  00 
2  50 

14  80 
29  00 
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REPORT   ON    MILEAGE   AND    PER    DIEM — Coutimied. 


Kaskaskia 

Mt.   Pulaski 

Havana 

Fellowship 

Jerusalem  Temple 

Metropolis 

Stewart 

Toulon 

Perry 

Samuel  H.  Davis.. 

Excelsior 

Taylor 

Edwardsville 

Astoria 

Rockford 

Magnolia 

Lewistown 

Winchester 

Lancaster 

Versailles 

Trenton 

Lebanon 

Jonesboro 

Bureau 

Robert  Burns 

Marcelline 

Rising  Sun 

Elgin 

Waverly 

Henry 

Mound 

Oquawka 

Cedar 

Greenup 

Empire 

Antioch 

Raleigh 

Greenfield 

Marion 

Golconda 

Mackinaw 

Marshall 

Sycamore 

Lima 

Hutsonville 

Marengo 

Geneva 

Olney 

Garden  City 

Ames 

Richmond 

DeKalb 

A.  W.  Rawson 

Lee  Centre 

Clayton 

Bloomfield 

EfBngham 

Vienna 

Bunker  Hill 

Fidelity 

Clay 

Russell 

Alpha 

Delavan 


99 


Wm    M.  Schuwerk.... 

W.  S.  Whitaker 

Geo.  E.  McHose 

Andrew  J.  Benson 

D.  H.  Owen 

J.  C.  Willis 

Z.  C.  Bailey 

B.  F.  Thompson 

A.  B.  Allen 

A.  W.  Brayton 

John  L.  Hughes 

J.  F.  Hoover 

R.  B.  Evans 

Z.  T.  Hagan 

E.  S.  Bartholowmew . 

S.  B.  Mitchell 

H.  B.  McFall 

Samuel  W.  Puffer 

T.  H.  Jafford 

S.  J.  Wilson 

A.  McDonald 

C.  J.  Reuter 

D.  H.  Rendleman 

Leman  N.  Streeter.  .. 

G.  C.  Henry 

Elisha  Shepherd 

Emery  J.  Tower 

G.  M   Tumbull 

J.  C.  Deatlierage 

C.  C.  Stygh 

H.  P.  Shumway 

Alex.  M.  Smith 

Henry  Stocker 

Joseph  M.  Cook 

O.  E.  Hofer 

Alex.  Trotter 

Lafe  Farmer 

John  T.  Callaway 

J    M.  Morrow 

J.  H.  Benham 

Daniel  Beckley 

H.   Gasaway 

Fred  A.  Jones 

James  L  Frazer 

C   M.  Eaton 

Lester  Barber 

Wm.  A.  Fowler 

Thos.  J.  Stone 

Henry   McCall 

H.  W.  Booth 

J.  V.  Aldrich 

D.  D.  Hunt 

A.  B.  Wolvin 

B   F.  Lane 

E.  B.  Ball 

W.  S.  Waltrip 

Bernard  Traynor 

Wm.  Y.  Smith 

Chas  S.  Richards 

W.  F.  Searls 

W.  M.  Walker 

J.  B.  Cloyd 

B.  Anderson 

Wm.  M.  Mount 


334 
169 
182 
326 
38 
402 

159 

144 

252 

96 


%  33  40 
16  90 
18  20 
32  60 

3  80 
40  20 
15  90 
14  40 
25  20 

9  60 
12  10 


134 
266 

13  40 
26  60 

220 

22  00 

93 

9  30 

121 

12  10 

196 

19  60 

235 
164 
246 
278 
286 

23  50 
16  40 

24  60 
37  80 
28  60 

330 

33  °o 

105 

10  50 

194 

19  40 

272 
46 
36 

27  20 
4  60 

3  60 

210 

21  00 

127 

12  70 

194 

19.40 

203 
62 

20  30 
6  20 

202 

20  20 

152 

15  20 

45 

4  50 

303 

30  30 

252 

25  20 

249 

24  90 

352 
146 
176 

35  20 
14  60 
17  60 

52 

5  20 

196 
66 

27  70 
19  60 
6  60 

36 

3  60 

234 

23  40 

120 

12  00 

60 

6  00 

58 

5  80 

107 

10  70 

95 

9  50 

242 

24  20 

147 

14  70 

199 

19  90 

339 

33  90 

250 

25  00 

244 
266 

24  40 
26  60 

164 

13  40 
16  40 

157 

15  70 

$6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
4 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 


39  40 
22  90 

24  20 

38  60 
9  80 

40  20 

21  90 

20  40 

31  20 
13  60 

18  10 

19  40 

32  60 

28  00 

15  30 
18  10 

25  60 

29  50 

22  40 

30  60 

33  80 

34  60 

39  00 

16  50 
25  40 
33  2o 

10  60 
9  60 

27  00 
18  70 

25  40 

26  30 
12  20 
26  20 

21  20 

ID  50 

36  30 

31  20 
30  90 

41  20 

20  60 

23  60 

11  20 

33  70 
25  60 

12  60 
7  60 

29  40 
6  00 

18  00 
12  00 
II  80 
16  70 
15  50 

30  20 

20  70 
25  90 

39  9° 

31  00 
30  40 

32  60 

19  40 

22  40 

21  70 
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McHenry 

Kewanee 

Waubansia 

Virden 

Hope 

Westfield.. 

Edward  Dobbins 

Atlanta 

Star  in  the  East 

Milford 

Nunda 

Evergreen 

Girard 

Wayne 

Cherry  Valley 

Lena 

Matteson 

Mendota 

Staunton 

Illinois  Central 

Wabash 

Germania 

Meridian 

Abingdon 

Mystic  Tie 

Cyrus 

Fulton  City 

Dundee 

Farmington 

Herrick 

Freedom 

LaHarpe 

Louisville 

King  Solomon's 

Grandview 

Homer 

Sheba 

Centralia 

Lavely 

Flora I  204 

Corinthian '  205 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Fairfield. 

Tamaroa 

Wilmington 

Wm.  B.  Warren... 

Lincoln 

Shipman 

Ipava 

Gillespie 

Newton 

Mason 

New  Salem 

Oakland 

Leroy 

Geo.  Washington.. 

Keeney 

Columljus 

Lovington 

Manchester 

New  Haven..... . .. 

Wyanet 

Farmers 

Blandinsville 

DuQuoin 

Dallas  City 


J.  VanSlyke 

C  E.  McCuUough 

Morton  Sieg 

S.  F.   Becker 

John  C.  Simpson 

S.  J.  Richards 

Frank  C.  Meserve 

Horace  Crihfield 

T.  A.  Hodgkins 

James  A.  McConnell. 

Robert  Andrews , 

W.  N.  Cronkrite 

George  Ball 

J.M.  Burkholder , 

Henry  Andrus 

O.  J.  Wilsey 

F.  C.  V/ilcox 

Jacob  Scheidenhelm... 

Thomas  Blair 

Rush  D.  Badger 

B.  H.  Lawson 

Herman  Pomy 

S.  Ed.  Snow 

George  W.  Fox 

S.  W.  Clark 

C.  C.  Farmer 

Havilah  Pease 

E.  C.  Hawley 

Almiron  G.  Morse 

John  Lamb 

M.  A.  Warren 

J.  R.  Booth 

W.  R.  Whitman 

Samuel  E.  Brown 

Ebe  Thompson 

Jacob  Stengle 

F.  M.  J.  Boord 

S.  S.  DeLancey 

James  Kiplinger 

W.  A.  Moore 

T.  H.  Stetler 

N.  E.  Roberts 

A.  H.  Evans 

Archibald  Robson 

Charles  S.  Rankin 

John  W.  Spellman 

F.  R.  Kahl 

IraF.  Elrod 

Jacob  Querbach 

W.  H.  Lathrop 

Isaac  S.  Reed 

B.  O.  Manker 

W.  G.  Gregory 

C.  A.  Bariey 

G.  O.  Friedich 

W.  F.  Boughton 

J.  W.  Bonney 

S.  W.  Merthland 

M.  H.  Smith 

S.  T.  Smith 

W.  E.  Sapp 

John  P.  Lamm 

S.  Thompson 

E.  Musselman 

B.  Mendenhall 


51 
132 

307 
310 
181 
226 
146 

93 
88 

43 
121 
211 

152 
84 

133 
37 
84 

245 
95 

180 


73 
173 
no 
127 
136 

42 
171 
225 

77 
216 
228 
257 
173 
144 
268 
253 
173 
235 

78 
258 
280 

53 


156 
238 
206 
240 
222 
211 
251 
167 
135 
134 
180 
250 
168 
232 
298 
112 
409 


s 

•T3 

^ 

M 

p 

0 

re 

5 

$  5  10 

if> 

13  20 

t) 

6 

20  70 

6 

31  00 

6 

18  10 

6 

22  60 

6 

14  60 

6 

9  30 

6 

8  80 

6 

4  30 

6 

12  10 

6 

21  10 

6 

15  20 

6 

8  40 

6 

13  30 

b 

3  70 

6 

8  40 

6 

24  50 

6 

9  50 

0 

18  00 

6 

6 

7  30 

6 

17  30 

6 

II  GO 

6 

12  70 

6 

13  60 

6 

4  20 

2 

17  10 

6 

22  50 
7  70 

21  60 

22  80 

25  70 
17  30 
14  40 

26  So 
25  30 

17  30 

23  50 

7  80 

25  80 
28  00 

5  30 


15  60 

23  80 

20  60 

24  00 

22  20 

21  10 

25  10 

16  70 
13  50 
13  40 
18  00 
25  00 
16  80 

23  20 
29  80 
II  20 
40  90 

21  00 
28  So 

22  30 
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Charter  Oak.... 

Cairo 

Black  Hawk...... 

Mt.  Carmel 

Western  Star.. . . 

Shekinah 

Galva 

Horicon 

Greenville 

El  Paso.... 

Rob  Morris 

Golden  Gate.... . . 

Hibbard.... 

Robinson.. 

Heyworth 

Aledo 

Avon  Harmony.. 

Aurora 

Donnelson 

Warsaw 

Mattoon.... 

Amon 

Channahon 

Illinois 

Franklin  Grove.. 

Vermilion 

Kingston 

La  Prairie 

Paris  

Wheaton 

Levi  Lusk 

Blaney 

Carmi 

Miners 

Byron 

Milton 

Elizabeth.. ._ 

Jo  Daviess 

Neoga 

Kansas 

Brooklyn 

Meteor 

Catlin 

Plymouth 

De  Soto 

Genoa 

Wataga 

Chenoa 

Prophetstown. . . 

Pontiac 

Dills 

Quincy 

Benjamin.. 

Wauconda 

Mechanicsburg .. 

Hinckley 

Raven 

Onarga 

W.  C.  Hobbs 

T.  J.  Pickett 

Ashlar 

Harvard 

Dearborn.. 

Kilwinning 

Ionic 

York 


236 
237 

338 
339 
240 
241 
243 
244 
245 
246 
247 
248 
249 
250 
251 
252 

253 
254 
25s 
257 
260 
261 
262 
263 
264 
265 
266 
267 
268 
269 
370 
271 
272 

273 
274 

275 
276 
278 
279 
280 
282 
283 
285 
286 
287 
288 
291 
292 

293 
294 
295 


299 
301 
3°3 
305 
306 

307 
308 

3°9 
310 

3" 
312 


REPRfiSENTATIVKS. 


John  W.  Rose 231 

John  Wood 1  365 

Ezra  H.  Stuart I  242 

Isaac  F.  Price •  252 

H.  J.  Dunlap I  12! 


T.  C.  McKinney.. 

O.  P.  Stoddard 

Frank  Barker 

C.  F.  Thraner 

H.  G.  McCord 

Jacob  McChesney. 

David  Louk 

M.  Spencer  Brown. 


308 
140 

75 
249 
118 
"3 
187 
246 


Thomas  S.  Price !     205 

138 
177 


172 


W.  G.  Smock 
S.  D.  C.  Hayes 
Oliver  Crissey... 

V   H.  Snook 

R.  C.  Clark 

F.  Fenor 

John  F.  Scott... 

E.  M.  Taylor 139 

Albert  T.  Randall '       55 

W.  H.  Eastman 1     145 

Jacob  Gall 88 

George  Heilman 140 

Q.  R.  Hams 265 

L   E.Thomas 234 

B.  W.  Hodge j     165 

George  M.  Brown '. |       25 

H.  J.  Chiesman \       92 

John  Glace |     

R.  X.  Organ 

G.  H.  Router 

John  H.  Helm 

Walter  Hanback  ... 

John  A.  Oxford 

W.  F.  Conyne 

Henry  A.  Aldrich., 

J.  W.  Winn 

James  P  Johnson.. 
George  P.  DeroU... 
John  W.  Newlon... 

W.  S.  Romick 

W.  I.  Deason 

P.  C.  Anderson 

J.  H.  Merrill 

William  G.  Abbott 
H.  A.  Sturtevant... 

J.  T.  Cro.swell 

O.J.  Reese 

George  Wells 

James  P   Little 

Dr.  C.R.Wells.... 

Victor  Kenney 

George  E.  Hobbs . 
George  R.  Schamp 

D.  F.  Ward 

N.  B.  Crawford 

John  J.  Varner 

J.  B.  McFatrich 

W.  C.  Wellington.. 

G.  M.  Gross |     

Henry  Werno ]     

Wm.  H.  Starr 170 

C.  D.  Ryerson I     196 


286 
172 

83 
259 
337 
14s 
184 
178 

82 

57 
130 
223 
302 

59 
156 
102 
129 

92 
257 
263 
242 

40 
199 

57 


131 
192 


62 


$33  10 
36  50 

24  20 

25  20 

12  80 
30  80 
14  00 

7  50 
24  90 

11  80 
li  30 
18  70 
24  60 
20  50 

13  80 

17  70 

18  40 

3  80 
24  30 

24  80 
17  20 

13  90 
5  50 

14  50 

8  80 
14  00 

26  50 

23  40 

16  so 
2  5° 

9  20 

28  60 

17  20 
8  30 

25  90 
33  70 

14  5° 

18  40 
17  80 

8  20 
5  70 

13  00 
22  30 
30  20 

5  90 

15  60 
10  20 

12  90 

9  20 

25  70 

26  30 

24  20 

4  00 

19  90 

5  70 
4  40 
8  50 

13  10 


17  00 
19  io 


$29  10 
42  50 

30  20 

31  20 

18  80 
36  80 
20  00 

13  50 
30  90 
17  80 

17  30 
24  70 
30  60 
26  50 

19  80 

33  70 
24  40 

9  80 
30  30 

30  80 
23  20 

19  90 
II  50 

20  50 

14  80 
20  00 

32  50 

29  40 

22  50 
8  so 

15  20 
6  00 

34  60 

23  20 
14  30 

31  90 
39  70 

20  50 

24  40 
23  80 

14  20 
II  70 
19  00 
28  30 
36  20 
II  90 

21  60 

16  20 

18  90 

15  20 

31  70 

32  30 

30  20 

10  00 

25  90 

11  70 
10  40 
14  so 

19  10 
25  20 

6  00 
10  20 
6  00 
6  00 
23  00 
23  6a 
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Proceedings  of  the 


[Oct.  Mh, 


REPORT    ON    MILEAGE   AND    PER    DIEM — Continued. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Erwin 

Abraham  Jonas..  .. 

J.  L.  Anderson 

Doric 

Creston 

Dunlap 

Windsor 

Orient 

Harrisburg 

Industry 

Altona 

Tuscola 

Tyrian 

Sumner  

Schiller 

New  Columbia 

Oneida 

Saline 

Kedron 

Full  Moon 

Summerfield 

Wenona  

Milledgeville 

N.  D.   Morse 

Sidney  

Russell  ville 

Sublette  

Fairview  

Tarbolton 

Groveland 

Kinderhook 

Ark  and  Anchor... 

Marine 

Hermitage 

Orion 

Blackberry 

Princeville 

Douglas 

Noble 

Horeb 

Tonica 

Bement 

Areola 

Oxford 

Jefferson 

Newman 

Livingston 

Chambersburg 

Shabbona 

Archimedes 

Aroma 

Payson 

Liberty 

M.  R.  Thompson.. 

Gill 

LaMoille 

Waltham 

Mississippi 

Bridgeport 

El  Dara 

Kankakee 

Ashmore 

Tolono 

Oconee 

Blair 

Jersey  ville 


315 
316 
318 

319 

320 

321 

322 

323 

325 

327 

330 

33 

333 

334 

335 

336 

337 

339 

340 

341 

342 

344 

345 

346 

347 

348 

349 

350 

351 

353 

353 

354 

355 

356 

358 

359 

360 

361 

362 

363 

364 

365 

366 

367 

368 

369 

371 

373 

374 

377 

378 

379 

380 

381 

382 

383 

384 

385 

386 

388 

389 

390 

39 

392 

393 

394 


J.  H.  Raible 

T.  N.  Bone 

G.  H.  Slingerland 

A.  R.  Morgan 

Charles  E.  Adams 

A.  E.  Kennedy 

E.  D.  Tull 

N.  J.  Cobleigh 

J.  S.  Ferguson 

John  E.  Seward 

H    L.  Weaver , 

W.  H.  Lamb 

James  Corbly 

C.  C.  Judy 

J.  Detweiller 

James  L.  Marberry 

G.  L.  Stephenson 

Louis  F.  Rayder 

John  W.  Augur 

Charles  Brainard 

Carl  Dreher 

F.  M.  Moulton 

Norman  Compton 

Adam  Wenger 

W.  A.  Robinson 

J.  P.  Weger 

J.  H.  Ayres 

M.  B.  Swegle 

J    R.  Rayburn 

Joel  T.  O'Brien 

M.  D.  Liggett 

A.  P.  Lorton 

H.  H.  Elbring 

Joseph  White 

John  D.  Bliss 

J.  M.  Hoyt 

O   B   Slane 

Gust  J.  Scheve 

E.  L.  Palmer 

W.  T.  Welles 

L.  A.  Keyser 

Charles  H.  McGaffey. 

T.  L.  Shadenburg 

R.  S.  Petrie 

John  W.  Adams 

J.  M.  Smith 

Peter  Hansen 

Oscar  Dennis 

F.  A.  Frost 

George  Pfuhl 

J.  C.  Danforth 

G.  H.  Nichols 

B.  F.  Groon 

James  McNuIty 

Richard  Boston 

George  \    Rice 

Wm.  Wilson 

Frank  Slidman 

B.  F.  Watson 

A.   Lyons 

Frank  D.  Hatch 

J.  E.  Dudley 

Robert   Leslie 

Philip  Diefenthieter... 

G.  H.  easier 

Jos.  G.  Marston 


257 
99 
227 
160 
70 
124 
185 
70 
305 
216 
148 
150 
185 
236 
145 
349 
152 
339 
193 
270 
282 
109 

121 

229 

137 
214 

92 
194 

98 
145 
270 
201 
277 
270 

62 

44 
148 
301 
241 
163 
109 
153 
158 
161 
290 
166 

74 
246 

69 

295 
61 
278 
283 
121 
223 
93 
94 
138 
231 
260 
56 
183 
137 
210 


363 


?2S  70 

9  90 

32  70 
16  00 

7  00 

13  40 
18  50 

7  00 

30  50 

31  60 

14  80 

15  00 

18  50 

33  60 

14  5° 

34  90 

15  20 

33  9° 

19  30 
37  00 

28  20 

10  90 

12  10 

32  90 

13  70 
21  40 

9  20 

19  40 
9  80 

14  SO 
27  00 

20  10 
27  70 
27  DO 

6  20 

4  40 

14  80 

30  10 
24  10 

16  30 
10  90 

15  30 

15  80 

16  10 

29  00 
16  60 

7  40 
24  60 

6  90 

29  so 

6  lo 

27  80 

28  30 

12  10 

32  30 

9  30 
9  40 

13  80 
23  10 
36  00 

5  60 
18  30 
13  70 

31  00 


36  30 
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REPORT  ON   MILEAGE   AND   PER   DIEM — Continued. 


Muddy  Point 396 

Shiloh 397 

Kinmunay 398 

Buda 399 

Pacific 4°o 

Odell.. 401 

Kishwaukee 4^12 

Mason  City 4°3 

Ramsey 405 

Bethalto 406 

Stratton 408 

Mithra 410 

Hesperia 4" 

Bollen 412 

Evening  Star 414 

Lawn  Ridge 415 

Paxton 416 

Marseilles 417 

Freeburg.. 418 

Reynoldsburg 419 

Washburn 421 

Landmark 422 

Lanark 423 

Exeter 424 

Scottville.. 426 

Red  Bud 427 

Sunbeam 42S 

Chebanse 429 

Kendrick 430 

Summit 431 

Murray  ville.... 432 

Annawan.. 433 

Makanda 434 

Philo.. 436 

Chicago... 437 

Sparland.. 441 

Casey 442 

Hampshire 443 

Cave-in-Rock 444 

Chesterfield  445 

Watseka 446 

S.  D.  Monroe 447 

Yates  City !  448 

Mendon.... j  449 

Loami 450 

Bromwell.. 451 

New  Hartford I  453 

Maroa !  454 

Irving j  455 

Nokomis 1  456 

Moscow 457 

Blazing  Star |  458 

Teffersonville |  460 

Plainview I  461 

Tremont '  462 

Palmyra \  463 

Denver 464 

Huntsville 1  46 

Cobden |  461 

South  Macon ]  467 

Cheney's  Grove :  468 

McLean j  469 

Rantoul 470 

Kendall 471 

Amity 472 

Gordon t  473 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


S.  O.  Beals 1  180 

John  C.  Schempp |  90 

C  Rohrbough •  229 

N.J.  Knipple '  118 

Henry  Holloway 169 

Charles  E.  Axt 82 

A.  N.  Wyllys i  62 

Solomon  M.  Badger '  171 

J.  P.  Jeppeson ,  220 

Peter  Greenwood I  261 

W.  A.  Tweedy 171 

John  Aron 

Charles  H.  Brenan !     

John  L.  Marvel '  137 

Thomas  Eilert.  '  109 

F.  R.Green ^  140 

A.  S.  Bushnell 103 

David  Samuels |  77 

W.  H.  Wilderman \  303 

J.  S.  Whittenberg |  316 

Mark  L.  Harper  ;  127 

John  Hosbury 

M.  M    Clin ]  121 

Stephen  Redshaw 1  232 

George  O.  Greer 1  225 

Francis  Kemp \  318 

B.  E.  Shonts j  53 

L.  A.  Kinney 1  65 

Jay  Brown I  248 

J.  M.  Willard I  177 

James  F.  Self. i  227 

John  Strayley i  129 

Jacob  Schwartz j  316 

W.  H.  Malarkey 152 

Wm.  Phillips  ... 

Timothy  Vanantwerp 130 

Wm.  W.  Bruce 192 

E.  G.  Ball SI 

H.  C.  Frayser 333 

J.J.  Leach 235 

W.  M.  Coney 1  77 

J.  C.  Reynolds 219 

J.  W.  Hensley j  165 

Joseph  A.  Harrisen 1  264 

Joseph  Jones 202 

Geo.  Hutchison 193 

W.  F.  Reynolds 262 

J.  Crocker 162 

C.  B.  McKinney .]  233 

J.  W.  Scott 1  223 

L.  Shaddrick \  340 

John  W.  Irwin 332 

F.  M    Long I  251 

Harris  Thomas I  234 

David  B.  McLean I  153 

Edwin  C    Crouch I  221 

Lewis   Hartman |  248 

C.  H.Phelps I  232 

J.  P.  Reese 323 

Stephens.  Washburn 180 

David  Pollock 118 

F.  A.  Eyestone 141 

F.  M.  Avey 114 

Geo.  F.  Hoadley 50 

Robert  Hastie j  30 

A.  J.  Gultick '  258 


gi»  00 
9  00 
22  90 
II  80 

16  90 
8  20 
6  20 

17  10 
22  00 
26  10 
17  10 


13  70 
10  90 

14  00 

10  30 

7  70 

30  30 

31  60 
12  70 

12  10 

23  20 
22  50 

31  80 

5  30 

6  so 

24  80 

17  70 

22  70 

12  90 
31  60 

15  20 

13  GO 

19  20 

5  10 

33  30 

23  50 

7  70 

21  go 

16  so 
26  40 

20  20 
19  30 
26  20 
16  20 
23  30 

22  30 

34  00 
33  20 

25  10 

23  40 

15  30 

22  10 

24  80 

23  20 

32  30 

18  00 
IX  80 
14  ID 

11  40 

5  00 
3  00 

25  80 


$24  00 

15  00 
28  90 

17  80 

22  90 
14  20 

12  ?o 

23  ID 

28  00 
32  10 
23  10 

6  00 
6  00 

19  70 

16  90 

20  00 

16  30 

13  70 

36  30 

37  60 

18  70 
6  00 

18  10 

29  20 
28  50 
37  80 

11  30 

12  50 

30  80 

23  70 

28  70 

18  90 

37  60 

21  20 
6  00 

19  00 

25  20 
9  10 

39  30 

29  50 

13  70 

27  90 

22  50 
32  40 

26  20 
25  30 
32  20 
22  20 
29  30 

28  30 

40  00 

39  20 

31  ID 

29  40 
21  30 

28  10 

30  80 

29  20 

38  30 

24  00 

17  80 

20  10 
17  40 
II  00 

9  00 

31  80 
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Proceedings  of  the 


lOd.  4th, 


REPORT   ON   MILEAGE   AND   PER   HUEMT-Continued. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Columbia 

Walshville 

Manito 

Rutland  

Pleiades 

Wyoming 

Logan 

Momence 

Lexington 

Edgewood 

Xenia 

Bowen 

Andrew  Jackson 

Clay  City .... 

Cooper 

Shannon 

Martin 

Libertyville 

Tower  Hill 

Bath 

Stone  Fort 

Tennessee 

Alma.. 

Murphysboro 

St.   Paul 

Stark 

WoodhuU 

Odin.. 

East  St.  Louis 

Meridian  Sun , 

O.  H.  Miner 

Home.... , 

Parkersburg 

J.  D.  Moody 

Wade-Barney 

Bradford 

Litchfield 

Abraham  Lincoln 

Anna 

Illiopolis... 

Monitor 

Chatham 

Evans 

Delia 

Covenant 

Adams 

Maquon 

Ashton 

Seneca. 

Cuba , 

Sherman 

Plainfield 

J.  R.  Gorin 

Lockport 

Chatsworth 

Harlem !  540 

Towanda !  542 

Cordova 543 

Virginia 

Valley 

Apple  River 

Sharon 

Plum  River j  554 

Humboldt I  555 

Dawson '  556 

Lessing I  557 


474 
475 
476 

477 
478 

479 

480 
481 
482 
484 
485 
486 
4871 


Dr.  Corry  M.  Fike.... 

A.  T.  Strange 

Richard  Santer 

Samuel  Dorsey 

F.   McCutchen 

J.  B.  Robison 

Wm.  H.  Traner 

J.  A.  Conant 

A.  B.  Davidson 

Joseph  Danks 

Thos.  W.  Kepley 

Gus.  S.  Davis 

Geo.  O.  Mitchell 

C.  L.  Feldweg 

H.  A.  Eidson 

J.  Mastin 

M.J.Piatt..... 

A.  S.  Gleason 

Geo.  W.  Hill 

D.  C.  Harmison 

W.  M.  Joyner 

J.  W.  Aiken 

S.  H.  Wilson 

A.  B.  Gallatin 

Isaac  K.  Bradley 

Thos.  W.  Ross 

J.  W.  Willis 

W.  H.  Phillips 

Albert  L.  Keechler... 

Daniel  R.  Hatch 

W.  H.  McClain 

Jas,  H.  Gilbert 

I.  N.  Martin 

J.  A.  Hindman 

Gustave  W.  Wahle... 
Walter  A.  Washburn, 
Thos.  W.  Hepley,.... 

Frank  Farrell 

John  Spire 

John  D.  Constant 

W.  H.  Brydges 

W.J.  Smith 

M.  B.  lott 

J.  T.  Merry 

Samuel  S,  Friedly 

J.  J.  Swarthout 

L.  J.  Dawdy 

J.  J.  Hodges 

C.  H.  R.  Thomas  .... 

P.  W.  Gallagher 

F.  Thomson 

A.  H.Tyler 

John  O.  Darmer 

Robert  Whitley 

Lewis  C.  Speicher 

Alfred  E.  Bartelme... 

Samuel  Marsh , 

C.  B.  Marshal 

C.  M.  Hubbard 

R.  L.  Bollman 

Chas.  E.  Maynard.... 

John  H.Welsh 

Stephen  E.  Waldo.... 

C.  B.  Chapman 

T.  W.  Wilson 

Philip  Maas 


295 

239 
164 
114 

138 
156 
50 
no 
214 
244 
244 
326 
242 
213 
121 
166 

32 
204 
191 
318 
212 
305 
316 
185 
146 
154 
244 
2S0 
74 
76 

243 
258 
126 
129 


329 
186 

37 
194 


173 
84 
72 

192 

i6s 
41 

141 

33 
96 
8 
120 
152 
210 
174 
151 
122 

131 
84 
196 


J29  50 
23  90 
16  40 
II  40 


13  80 

15  60 
5  00 

11  00 
21  40 
24  40 
24  40 
32  60 
24  20 
21  30 

12  10 

16  60 
3  20 

20  40 
19  10 
31  80 

21  20 

30  50 

31  60 
18  50 

14  60 

15  40 
24  40 
28  00 

7  40 
7  60 


24  30 

25  80 
12  60 
12  90 
23  10 
18  60 
32  90 

18  60 
3  70 

19  40 
I  20 


28  30 

17  30 

8  40 

7  20 
19  20 

16  50 
4  10 

14  10 

3  30 

9  60 
80 

12  00 

15  20 
21  00 

17  40 
15  10 

12  20 

13  10 

8  40 
19  60 
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REPORT   ON    MILEAGE   AND    PER    DIEM — Coniitluea: 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Leland 558 

Thomson 559 

Madison  560 

Villa  Ridge 562 

Winslow... 564 

Pleasant   Hill. 565 

Albany 566 

Frankfort 567 

Time 569 

Jacksonville.... '  570 

Bardolph.. ]  572 

Gardner '  57; 

574 
575 
576 
577 
579 
580 
581 
582 
583 
584 
585 
588 

59° 
591 
592 

595 
596 
600 
601 
603 
604 
607 
608 
610 
611 
612 

613 
614 
616 
617 
618 
619 
620 
622 
623 
627 
630 
631 
632 
633 
635 
636 

639 
641 
643 
644 
645 
646 
647 
650 
651 
653 
655 
656 


Pera. 

Capron 

O'Fallon... 

Viola 

Elbridge 

Hazel  Dell 

Dongola.... 

Shirley 

Highland 

Vesper 

Fisher 

Troy 

Fairmount 

Oilman 

Fieldon 

Miles  Hart 

National 

Cerro  Gordo... . 

Laclede 

Clark 

Hebron 

Streator 

Piper 

Union  Park 

Lincoln  Park... 

Rock  River 

Patoka 

Forrest 

Wadley 

Milan 

Basco 

Berwick 

New  Hope 

Hopedale 

Locust 

Union 

Tuscan 

Norton. . 

Ridge  Farm 

E.  F.  W.  Ellis. 

Rochester 

Peotone 

Keystone 

Comet 

D.  C.  Cregier. . 
Oblong  City. . . 

San  Jose 

Somonauk 

Blueville 

Irvington.. 

Atwood.... 

Greenview. .    . . 

Yorktown 

Mozart 


Geo.  J.  Herrick 1  67 

Wm.  Livingston !  t43 

W.  D.  Matney I  255 

S.  H.  Graves I  353 

N.  C.  Tyler i"  140 

F.  L.  Zerenberg \  262 

Wm.  McBride :  144 

D.  B.  Garland \  314 

W.  H.  Pringle 260 

L.  A.  Frost :  215 

N.  H.Jackson j  197 

Wm.  B.  Saddler |  65 

August  Anderson ;  108 

H.  E.  Kellogg 70 

Levi  Simmons i  291 

J.  B.  Longley 168 

James  R.  Vance 176 

Chas.  G.Cochran I  199 

Wm.  L.  McLane 338 

C.  M.  Reed i  132 

John  Guggenbuehler 267 

F.J.  Allen |  164 

Orlando  Z.  Housley !  194 

John  O.  Evans,  Jr '  279 

A     L.White :  137 

O.  R.  Morey 81 

Elias  F.  Brown I  272 

J.  H.Curry 182 

John  Lussem ' 

George  Peck 162 

R.  N.  Carroll 225 

Chas.  M.  Howard 190 

D.  A.  Clary 73 

Hugh  Hall 93 

John  P.  Madden 91 

C.  O.   Pratt 

Robert  Turney 

V.  S.  Ferguson no 

C.  E.  Blankinship .  247 

Fred  Duckett 93 

Francis  Mayfield 227 

S.  B.  Sapp. 200 

G.  C.  Gordon '  246 

John  M.  Norris 173 

Adison  Robinson 179 

Allen  T.  Miller 149 

A.  De  Barr I  210 

Wm.  H.  Peak \  339 

J.  S.  Williams \  305 

B.  Hutchison So 

A.  J.  Stevenson :  142 

John  C.  Garver 93 

R.  P.  Hunter 193 

C.  A.  Westgate 40 

Simon  Fish 

B.  N.  Ewiiig 144 

James  Keats 

M.  L.  James  216 

W.   Carrothers 163 

H.  F.    Hess 61 

David  Logan 202 

T.  D.  Hinckley 359 

H.  K.  Davis 160 

John  H.Stone ...[  i8o 

J.  E.  Greenman 121 

Joseph  Witzel 126 


$6  ^o 
14  3° 

25  50 
35  30 
14  00 

26  20 
14  40 

31  40 
26  00 

21  5° 
19  70 

6  so 
10  80 

7  00 
29  10 

16  80 

17  60 
19  90 
33  80 
13  20 

26  70 
16  40 
19  40 

27  90 
13  70 

8  10 
27  20 

18  20 

16  20 

22  50 

19  00 
7  30 

9  30 
9  10 


11  00 
24  70 

9  30 
22  70 

20  00 

24  60 

17  30 

17  90 
14  90 

21  00 

33  90 
30  50 

8  00 
14  20 

9  30 

19  30 
4  00 

14  40 

21  60 
16  30 
6  10 

20  20 

25  90 
16  00 

18  00 

12  10 
12  60 


J12  70 
20  30 

31  50 
41  30 
20  00 

32  20 
20  40 

37  40 
32  00 

27  50 
25  70 

12  50 

16  80 

13  00 

35  10 

22  80 

23  60 
25  90 
39  80 
19  20 

32  70 
22  40 
25  40 

33  90 

19  70 

14  10 
33  20 

24  20 
6  00 

22  20 

28  so 

25  00 

13  30 

15  30 
15  10 

6  00 
6  00 

17  00 
30  70 
15  30 
28  70 

26  00 

30  60 

23  30 

23  90 

20  90 

27  00 
39  90 

36  5° 

14  Do 
20  20 
13  30 

25  30 
10  00 

6  00 
20  40 

6  00 
27  60 
22  30 
12  10 

26  20 

31  90 

32  00 

24  00 

18  10 
18  60 
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REPORT   ON    MILEAGE   AND   PER   DIEM — Continued. 


Lafayette 

Rock  Island.... . . . 

Lambert 

Grand  Chain 

South  Park 

Mayo 

Greenland 

Crawford 

Erie 

Burnt  Prairie , 

Herder 

Fillmore , 

Eddyville 

Normal 

Waldeck 

A.  O.  Fay 

Enfield 

Illinois  City , 

Clement 

Morrisonville 

Blue  Mound , 

Bumside 

Galatia 

Rio 

Garfield 

Clifton 

Englewood 

lola 

Raymond 

Herrin's   Prairie., 

Shiloh  Hill 

Belle  Rive 

Richard  Cole 

Hutton 

Pleasant  Plains..., 

Temple  Hill 

Alexandria 

Braidwood 

Ewing 

Joppa 

Circle 

Sur 

Farmer  City 

Providence , 

Collinsville , 

Johnsonville 

Newtown 

Elvaston  

Calumet 

Arcana 

May , 

Chapel  Hill 

Walnut 

Chandlerville 

Golden  Rule 

Raritan 

Waterman 

Lake  Creek 

Eldorado 

Harbor 

Carman 

Gibson  

Morning  Star 

Sheridan 

Arrowsmith 

Sullivan  Centre... 


6S7 
658 

659 
660 
662 
664 
665 
666 
667 
668 
669 
670 
672 
673 
674 
676 
677 
679 
680 
681 
682 
683 
684 
685 
686 
688 
690 
691 
692 
693 
695 
696 
697 
698 
700 
701 
702 
704 
705 
706 
707 
709 
710 

7" 

712 

713 
714 
715 
716 
717 
718 
719 
722 
724 
726 
727 
728 
729 
730 
731 
732 
733 
734 
735 
737 
738 


REPKESEhlTATIVES. 


C.  C.  Huthmacher.... 

John  Evans 

W.  H.  Konautz 

J.  M.  Jones 

R.  H.  Garrigue 

James  A.  McCorkle... 
George  W.  Tipword... 

Bennett  Wood 

John  F.  Dickinson 

J.  R.  Ennis 

Frank  Wenter 

J.  P.  Ivy 

Henry  N.  Boulden 

J.  S.  Garrett 

L.  W.  Framhein 

D.  M.  Erskine,  Jr 

John  N.  Wilson 

Joseph  Ryan 

J.  H.  StaflFord 

S.  W.  Culp 

John  W.  K.  McClure. 

P.  L.  Gray 

J.  C.  D.  Carr 

H.  W.  Holmes 

Wm.  Johnston , 

Peter  Wright 

W.  M.  Clark 

C.  W.  Reiley 

P.  J.  Herman 

W.  A.  Perrine 

M.  A.  Dennis 

Ed.  N.  Karn 

Thomas  Ockerby 

A.  N.  Rosecrans 

William  Lynd 

D.  H.  Ellis 

C.  W.  Postlewait 

Edward  Davison 

John  M.  Dan 

Sylvester  Cosart 

Adolf  Sumerlin 

H.  M.  Steely 

W.  F.  Gillmore 

A.  S.  Cameron 

W.  C.  Hodley 

A.  Tenney 

John  M.  Johnston 

James  A.  Anderson ... 
Thomas  J.  McGrath... 

D.  Janse 

W.  E.  Jennings 

John  Jack 

L.  K.  Thompson 

Herman  Rethom 

Thomas  G   Newman  . 

R.  L.  Taylor 

R.  Humphrey 

A.J    Duncan 

S.  T.  Webber 

George  W.  Richards., 

R.  A.  Lomax 

L.  E.  Rockwood 

Henry  M.  Kline , 

Albert  Gransden , 


333 
162 
263 
353 
6 
223 
214 
214 

133 
272 


233 
333 
124 


23 
276 
187 
171 
211 
184 
225 
307 
163 


7 
221 
220 
321 
315 
293 


201 
416 
172 

57 
298 
208 
172 

99 
130 

10 
286 
252 
"34 
246 

16 


C.  J.  Moyer., 
S.  £.  Lewis.. 


202 

64 
320 
297 

12 
213 
no 
182 

66 
126 

83 


$33  30 
16  20 

26  30 
35  30 

60 
22  30 
21  40 
21  40 
13  30 

27  20 


23  30 
33  30 

12  40 

2  30 

27  60 
18  70 

17  10 

21  10 

18  40 

22  50 

30  70 

16  30 

6  90 

70 

22  10 

22  00 

32  10 

31  50 
29  30 

18  80 
20  10 
41  60 

17  20 
5  70 

29  80 
20  80 
17  20 

9  90 

13  00 
I  00 

28  60 
25  20 
13  40 

24  60 
I  60 


284 

28 

40 

323 

3^ 

30 

:io 

II 

00 

201 

20 

10 

20  20 
6  40 

32  00 

29  70 

I  20 

21  30 

11  00 
18  20 

6  60 

12  60 
8  30 
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REPORT    ON   MII.KAr.R    AND    PER    DIEM — ConUntied. 


Lakeside 

Grant  Park 

New  Holland 

Danvers 

Scott  Land 

Goode 

Winnebago 

Weldon 

Akin 

Lyndon 

Lounsbury 

Allendale 

Ogden 

Pre-emption 

Hardinsville 

Verona 

Mystic  Star 

Hickory  Hill 

Sullivan 

Palace . . .  . 

Littleton 

Triluminar 

Mizpah 

St.  Elmo 

La  Grange 

Bay  City 

New  Burnside  . 

Mansfield 

Lake  View 

Grand  Crossing. 
Ravenswood. . . . 

Gumey 

Wright's  Grove 

Siloam 

Colchester 

Potomac 

Beacon  Light.  . . 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


N.Martin  

E.  H.  Buck 

James  Ryan 

George  T.  Pearce . 
Seldon  Simpson.... 

W.  H.  Morris 

J.R.Wells 

T.  C.  Byland 

Enoch  Summers... 

John  Roberts 

Chester  C.  Dodge. 

J.  W.  Smith 

T.  E.  Silkey 

J.  H.  Seyler 

G.  B.  Hicks 

Fred.  Hasford 

O.  B.  Moore 

Chas.  S.  Todd , 

J.  H.  Dunscomb ... 

J.  A.  Kerr 

M.  O.  Snyder 

W.  G.  Shaw 

FredT.  Croxon... 
A.  M.  Johnston... 

P.  G.  Gardner 

Henry  Lewis 

J.  A.  Smith 

A.  H.  Scott 

John  B.  Frohn 

F.  S.  Bunn 

Albert  Galloway.. 

W.  H.  Eskers 

F.  C.  Christy 

B.  F.  Boyen 

E.  D.  Stevens 

T.  P.  French 

E.  H.  Reed 


136 
151 
295 
100 

143 
316 
123 

32 

243 

143 

183 

218 

74 


276 
176 


217 
IS 
420 
323 
131 
5 

10 

6 

351 


4  40 

16  80 

13  60 
IS  10 
29  so 
10  00 

14  30 
31  60 

13  30 

3  20 
24  20 

14  30 
18  30 

31  80 

7  40 

37  60 

17  60 
I  20 

23  70 
I  20 


21  70 

I  50 

42  00 

32  30 
13  10 

50 
I  GO 

60 

35  10 
50 


21  ID 

12  10 

I  00 


4  00 

10  40 

22  80 

19  60 
21  10 

35  50 
16  00 

20  30 

37  60 

18  30 
9  20 

30  20 
20  30 
24  30 
27  80 
13  40 

6  00 
33  60 

23  60 

7  20 

29  70 
7  20 

6  00 
27  70 

7  50 
48  00 

38  30 

19  10 
4  50 
7  00 
6  60 

41  10 
6  50 

6  00 
27  10 
18  10 

7  00 


REPORT— Committee  on  Finance. 


R.  W.  Bro.  E.  C.  Pace,  submitted  the  following  reports  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  which  were  adopted  : 

To  the  AT.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &  A.  Masons  : 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  adopted  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  your  com- 
mittee recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 


Resolved,  That  the  following  appropriations  are  hereby  made,  and  the   Grand 
Secretary  is  directed  to  draw  his  warrant  upon  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  same : 
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M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins,  Committee  on  Correspondence J>3oo  oo 

Bro.  R.  R.  Stevens,  Grand  Tyler loo  oo 

Bro.  Leslie  A.  Munn,  Deputy  Grand  Secretary 25  00 

Bro.  Z.  T.  Griffin,  Assistant  Grand  Secretary 25  00 

Henry  Brader,  Janitor 10  00 

M.  W.  J.  C.  Smith,  rent  of  Music  Hall 400  00 

R.  R.  Stevens,  Grand  Tyler  expense  at  Grand  Lodge 223  25 

And  to  the  committees  in  attendance  on  this  Grand  Communication,  we  recom- 
mend the  payment  of  three  dollars  per  day  for  each  day's  service  in  addition  to  the 
amount  allowed  by  the  by-laws. 


Fraternally  submitted, 


E.  C.  PACE, 

GIL.  W.  BARNARD, 

S.  W.  WADDLE, 

Finance  Committee. 

To  the  M.  VV.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &>  A.  M.  : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  fraternally  submit  the  following  estimate  of  the 
probable  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  ensuing  year : 

For  Mileage  and  Per  Diem  of  Grand  Officers,  Committees  and  Representa- 
tives   $17,800 

For  Printing  and  Distributing  Proceedings 2,200 

For  Stationery,  Blanks,  Postage  and  Express  Charges i  ,000 

For  Schools  of  Instruction 1,000 

For  Expenses  of  Grand  Master 400 

For  Contingent  Expenses 8,500 

$30,900 
Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  C.  PACE, 

GIL.  W.  BARNARD, 

S.  W.  WADDLE, 

Committee. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  moved  that  the  Grand  Secretary  have  the  Ander- 
son Constitutions  printed  with  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  and  that  an  index  be 
added,  which  was  carried. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  that  he  had  approved  the  bonds  of  the 
Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary.  And  that  he  had  appointed  the  following 
brethren  as  Grand  Officers : 
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R.  W.  Rev.  H.  W.  Thomas,  D.  D Granti  Chaplain. 

R.  W.  Rev.  Geo.  C.  Lorimer,  D.  D Grand  Orator. 

W.  Leslie  A.  Munn Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  B.  F.  Mason Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.  W.  A.  Stevens Grand  Marshal. 

W.  R.  S.  Gordon Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

W.  E.  A.  Kratz Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.  John  O'Neill Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  J.  E.  Evans .Junior  Grand  Deactn. 

W.  Daniel  Stewart Grand  Steward. 

W.  Chester  S.  Gurney Grand  Steward. 

Bro.  Robert  R.  Stevens Grand  Tyler. 

INSTALLATION— Of  Officers. 


M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins,  assisted  by  M.  W.  Bro.  Alex.  T.  Darrah,  as  GraQii 
Marshal,  installed  M.  W.  Bro.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  the  State 
of  IlUnois,  and  conducted  him  to  his  seat  in  the  Grand  East,  where  he  was  duly  pro- 
claimed as  such,  and  received  with  the  Grand  Honors  of  Masonry. 


INSTALLATION— Continued. 


M.  VV.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins,  assisted  by  M.  W.  Bro.  Alex.  T.  Darrah,  as  Grand 
Marshal,  then  installed  the  following  Grand  Officers : 

R.  W.  John  M.Pearson Deputy  Grand  Master Godfrey. 

R.  W.  Monroe  C.  Crawford Senior  Grand  Warden Jonesboro. 

R.  W.  Leroy  A.  Goddard .Junior  Gr-and  Warden Marion. 

R.  W.  Wiley  M.  Egan Grand  Treasurer Chicago. 

R.  W.  Loyal  L.  Munn Grand  Secretary Freeport. 

R.  W.  Rev.  H.  W.  Thomas,  D.  T>. ...Grand  Chaplain Chicago. 

R.  W.  Rev.  Geo.  C.  Lorimer,  D.  D.  Grand  Orator Chicago. 

W.  Leslie  A.  Munn Deputy  Grand  Secretary Freeport. 

W.  B.  F.  Mason Grand  Pursuivant Paxton. 

W.  W.  A.  Stevens Grand  Marshal Chicago. 

W.  R.  S.  Gordon Grand  Standard  Bearer Mt.Carmel. 

W.  E.  A.  Kratz Grand  Sword  Bearer Champaign. 

W.  John  O'Neill Senior  Grand  Deacon Chicago. 

W.  J.  E.  Evans .Junior  Gratid  Deacon Monticello. 

W.  Daniel  Stewari' G^-and  Steward. Galena. 

W.  Chester  S.  Gurney Gratid  Steward Chicago. 

Bro.  Robert  R.  Stevens Grand  Tyler Chicago. 
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REMARKS  OF  M.   W.  GRAND  MASTER,  JOHN  C.  SMITH,  AFTER  INSTALLATION. 
M.    IV.  Grand  Master  and  Brethren  : 


I  trust  that  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  do  more  than  thank  you,  thank  you  thrice 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  for  this  renewed  mark  of  confidence  in  your  Grand 
Master.  With  a  full  knowledge  of  the  great  responsibilities  and  the  labors  of  the 
office  of  Grand  Master,  with  a  deep  knowledge  of  the  earnest,  cordial  support  of 
every  true  Craftsman  of  Illinois,  I  feel  that  I  can  assume  these  duties  again.  I  trust 
that  any  errors  upon  my  part  may  not  be  overlooked,  but  may  serve  as  a  guide  to 
warn  me  from  future  errors,  and  that  I  shall  have  your  forgiveness  for  any  that  I  may 
have  made. 

I  thank  you  again,  Craftsmen,  and  pledge  you  my  earnest,  constant,  careful 
watchfulness  over  the  interests  of  this  body  of  Freemasons  in  the  grand  old  Prairie 
State.  Honors,  civil  and  otherwise,  are  not  entirely  new  to  me.  Responsibilities  I 
have  been  compelled  to  assume,  but  I  have  never  had  a  superior  and  scarcely  an 
equal  body,  with  such  earnest,  heartfelt  and  sincere  support  as  in  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and  of  all  the  honors  that  can  be  conferred  upon  man,  of  a  civil  or  social  character, 
there  are  none  that  equal  that  of  Grand  Master  of  forty  thousand  of  the  choicest — 
of  the  good  men  of  Illinois.  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  which  I  have  not  said 
before,  and  which  the  circumstances  never  warranted  my  saying,  and  did  not  permit 
of  my  doing  so ;  I  have  been  in  public  life  as  you  well  know ;  I  have  had  my  motives 
misconstrued ;  I  have  even  been  charged  with  rendering  services  with  the  hope  of 
future  reward.  I  submit  that  no  true  Mason  has  ever  made  such  a  charge ;  I  submit 
to  each  and  every  one  of  you  that  there  is  not  that  living  man  that  can  say  that  any 
act  of  mine,  any  language  of  mine,  any  intercession,  direct  or  indirect,  every  looked 
to  my  trying  or  hoping  to  win  him  to  my  political  support  because  of  my  services  to 
him  in  Freemasonry.  I  feel  perfectly  free  to  say  this  now,  when  I  am  not  a  candi- 
date for  any  office,  when,  perhaps  I  have  filled  all  the  public  offices  that  I  ever  will 
fill,  and  therefore  I  feel  free  to  speak  here  upon  this  point  and  to  say  now  while  I 
may  never  be  able  to  render  you  any  more  important  services  in  the  future  than  I 
have  in  the  past,  I  do  feel  that  I  can  go  forward  free  and  untrammeled,  no  one 
questioning  my  motives  now  in  that  good  work  of  advancing  Ancient  Craft  Masonry 
wherever  it  may  be  found. 

With  all  the  honors  that  Masonry  and  its  higher  degree,  of  all  character  what- 
soever, conferred  upon  me,  I  say  that  Masonry  contains  no  honor  equal  to  the  honor 
of  Grand  Master  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and,  brethren  of  the  higher  degree  of 
whatever  character,  York  or  Scottish  right,  never  forget  that  your  first  and  your  last, 
and  your  constant  fealty  is  to  the  York  right  of  Craft  Masonry.  Brethren  I  again 
pledge  you  my  earnest,  my  constant  and  watchful  care  over  the  interest  of  the  Craft 
of  Illinois ;  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 
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COMMITTEES. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  Standing  Committees  : 

ON    MASONIC   JURISPRUDENCK. 

D.  C.  Cregier,  James  A.  Hawley,  D.  M.  Browning,    John    R.   Thomas, 
A.  T.  Darrah. 

ON    APPEALS    AND    GRIEVANCES. 

Joseph   E.  Dyas,  H.  J.  Hamlin,  Geo.  W.  Hill,  Ira  W.  Buell,  William  S.  Cantrell. 

ON    CHARTERED    LODGES. 

Thomas  M.  Grossman,  H.  M.  Gillmore,  George  W.  Cyrus,  M.  Maynard. 

ON    LODGES    UNDER    DISPENSATION. 

H.  E.  Hamilton,  D.  B.  Grattan,  John  L.  McCullough,  H.  N.  Greenebaum,  W.  P. 

Ennis. 

ON    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Joseph  Robbins. 
ON   MILEAGE  AND   PER   DIEM. 

Edward  S.  MuUiner,  H.  C.  Cleaveland,  John  A.  Ladd. 

ON   FINANCE. 
E.  C.  Pace,  Gil.  W.  Barnard,  Samuel  W.  Waddle. 

SPECIAL    COMMITTEE   TO  CONSIDER    REDUCTION    IN    EXPENDITURES — MILEAGE   AND 

PER    DIEM. 

M.  W.  James  A.   Hawley,  Dixon;  R.  W.  E.  J.  IngersoU,  Carbondale ;  W.  M.  B. 

lott.  Evanston. 

GRAND    EXAMINERS. 

M.  D.  Chamberlin,  Freeport. 

A.  B.  Ashley,  Kewanee. 

James  John,  Chicago. 

Eugene  L.  Stoker,  Centralia. 
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DEPUTY   GRAND    LECTURERS. 


James  Douglas,  Chester. 
H.  E.  Huston,  Monticello. 
J.  E.  Evans,  Monticello. 
G.  A.  Staddler,  Monticello. 
W.  H.  Stevens,  Steelville. 
John  W.  Rose,  Litchfield. 

F.  S.  Belden,  184  Wabash  av. 
I.  M.  McCollister,  Whitehall. 
W.  J.  Frisbee,  Bushnell. 
Chas.  Reifsnider,  Chicago. 

D.  F.  Flannery,  Chicago. 
H.  S.  Albin,  Chicago. 

G.  H.  B.  Tolle,  Olney. 


James  M.  Willard,  Harristown. 
W.  O.  Butler,  La  Harpe. 
Geo.  S.  Fuhr,  Blandinsville. 
Samuel  Rawson,  Troy. 
John  E.  Morton,  Perry. 
Wm.  E.  Ginther,  Charleston. 
,  Chicago.    W.  J.  Elwell,  Shawneetown. 
Jas.  R.  Ennis,  Burnt  Prairie. 
N.  A.  Keeler,  Rockford. 
J.  O.  Hughes,  Gibson. 
Thomas  H.  Humphrey,  Eldorado. 
John  Varner,  Bushnell. 
D.  E.  Bruffitt,  Monticello. 
C.  Dill,  Bloomington. 


J-H 

M.  W.  Bro.  D.  C.  Cregier  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Committee 
©n  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  which  on  motion,  was  adopted  : 

Te  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  ^^  A.  Masons  : 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  for  a  charter  for  a  lodge  at  Pittsfield,  Illinois,  and 
the  several  questions  arising  thereon,  your  committee  find  : 

1st.  There  was  many  years  ago  a  charter  granted  by  this  Grand  Lodge  to  Pitts- 
field  Lodge,  No.  56. 

2d.  That  the  functions  of  said  lodge  was  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1886,  sus- 
pended by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

3d.  That  said  lodge  has  failed  and  refused  to  avail  itself  of  the  lawful  means 
for  the  proper  exercise  of  its  Masonic  functions. 

4th.     That  it  has  remained  dormant  for  more  than  two  years. 

5th.  That  a  body  of  gentlemen,  represented  to  be  Master  Masons  in  good  stand- 
ing, are  desirous  of  organizing  a  new  lodge  at  Pittsfield,  free  from  the  disturbing 
elements  which  have  brought  Pittsfield  Lodge,  No.  56,  into  its  present  unhappy  condi- 
tion, and, 

6th.  That  your  Committee  on  Petitions  have  reported  to  this  Grand  Lodge 
that  it  is  desirable  and  important  that  a  charter  be  granted  to  the  petitioning  brethren, 
if  it  can  lawfully  and  constitutionally  be  done. 

Upon  these  facts  and  questions,  as  well  as  upon  the  constitutional  and  lawful 
powers  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  raised  by  the  motion  of  R.  W.  Bro.  Cook,  to  re- 
voke the  charter  of  Pittsfield  Lodge,  No.  56,  your  committee  respectfully  and  frater- 
nally submit:     Upon  the  first  four  and  the  (juestion  involved  in  Bro.  Cook's  motion  that 
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the  functions  of  Pittsfield  Lodge  were  and  still  are  properly  suspended;  that  the 
members  of  said  lodge  have  had  lawful  notice  and  a  thorough  understanding,  not 
only  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  but  of  the  propriety  and  danger  of  their  charter  being 
vacated  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

That  the  facts  recited  make  it  "expedient,"  and  this  Grand  Lodge  has  ample 
constitutional  power  and  "  good  cause  "  for  the  revocation  of  said  charter. 

That  until  said  charter  shall  have  been  vacated  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  it  cannot 
lawfully  consider  a  petition  for  the  granting  of  either  a  new  dispensation  or  a  charter 
for  the  formation  of  another  lodge  in  its  stead. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  petition  presented  by  the  brethren  for  the  granting 
of  a  new  charter,  is  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  (Art.  XIII,  Sec.  2,)  or  finds  warrant,  either  in  the  constitution  or  by-laws. 
Unless  the  petitioners  therefore  have  complied  with  the  law  relating  to  the  formation 
of  a  new  lodge,  and  further  that  their  petition  for  a  dispensation  or  charter  has  been 
recommended  as  required  by  Sec.  2,  Art.  XIII,  of  the  constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

D.  C.  CREGIER, 
JAMES  A.  HAWLEY, 
D.  M.  BROWNING, 
JOHN  R.  THOMAS, 

Committee. 

R.  W.  Bro.  John  M.  Pearson  presented  the  following  resolution  and  moved  its 
adoption  which  was  carried : 

Resolved,  That  the  charter  of  Pittsfield  Lodge,  No.  56,  be  and  is  hereby  revoked 
and  that  its  name  and  number  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  lodges. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  read  the  following  letter  from  Jacksonville,  Florida: 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Sept.  29,  1888. 

y.   C.  Smith,  M.    W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Illinois  : 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  Your  very  kind  communication  of  the  25th  inst., 
at  hand.  As  you  will  see,  Bro.  D.  C.  Dawkins,  G.  S.  left  this  city  early  in  the 
epidemic,  from  document  enclosed  herewith.  And  this  committee  were  for  a  time 
placed  in  a  discouraging  position.  Now,  however,  through  the  generous  contribu- 
tions of  the  Fraternity  of  the  United  States,  we  have  no  fear  but  that  financially  we 
shall  be  able  to  relieve  all  distress. 

The  epidemic  itself  is  a  bagatelle  compared  with  the  suffering  and  destitution 
that  accompanies  and  will  follow, 

17? 
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Thanking  you  very  sincerely  for  your  kind  and  sympathetic  letter,  we  pray  that 
the  prayers  of  the  afflicted  which  we  have  daily,  God  bless  the  Masons,  may  bring 
unity,  peace  and  plenty  to  our  brethren  of  Illinois, 

Fraternally  yours, 

C.  W.  JOHNSON,  Chairman. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Hamilton  presented  the  following  resolution,  which,  on 
motion  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be  and  are  hereby  extended  to 
the  railroads  and  hotels  for  favors. 

CLOSED. 

At  12:30  p.  m.  no' further  business  appearing,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  pro- 
ceded  to  close  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Ample  Form,  with  prayer  by  R.  W.  Bro.  E.  J, 
IngersoU. 


Attest: 


Grand  Master' 


J>£,   ^,    /^W^, 


Ghrand  Secretary 
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DISTRICTS  AND  DIST.  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS. 


FOR  THE  YEARS  1888-9. 


POSTOFFICE  ADDRESS. 


COUNTIES  COMPOSING  DISTRICT. 


W.K.Forsyth  .. 
Daniel  J.  Avery. 


Joseph  H.  Di,xon.. 


W.S.  Hewins 

Jacob  Krohn 

E.  T.  E.  Becker 

John  D.  Crabtree , 

E.  Sanford 

W.  L.  Milhgan 

Marshall  U.  Trimble. 


Frank  G.  Welton... 
Geo.  W.  Hamilton. 

Wm.  R.  Hoyle 

C.  F.  Hitchcock.... 

Owen  Scott 

F.  S.  Hatch 

F.  E.  Eubeling 


Chas.  F.  Tenney., 
R.  D.  Lawrence.. 


Thomas  J.  Brunson.. 

W.  O.  Butler 

I.  M.  McCollister 


W.  T.  Vandeveer.. 
W.  W.  Bruce 


George  W.  Smith.. 


Samuel  Rawson. 
James  Douglas... 
C.  M.  Forman.... 


W.  J.  Elwell 

James  A.  Rose.. 


162  22d  St.,  Chicago 

Home  Ins.  Building,  Chicago... 

240  Chestnut  St.,  Chicago 


Elgin,  Kane  Co 

Freeport,  Stephenson  county. 

Mt.  Carroll,  Carroll  county 

Dixon,  Lee  county 

Morris,  Grundy  county 

Ottawa,  LaSalle  county 

Princeton,  Bureau  county 


Cambridge,  Henry  County 

Prairie  City,  McDonough  Co. 

Galesburg,  Knox  county 

Peoria,  Peoria  county 

Bloomington,  ^IcLean  county. 
Kankakee,  Kankakee  county.. 
Urbana,  Champaign  county.... 


Bement,  Piatt  county 

Springfield,  Sangamon  county. 

Jacksonville,  Morgan  county.. 

LaHarpe,  Hancock  county 

Whitehall,   Greene   county 


Taylorville,  Christian  county... 
Casey,  Clark  county 


Flora,  Clay  county.. 


Troy,  Madison  county 

Chester,  Randolph  county 

Nashville,  Washington  county. 

Shawneetown,  Galatin  county. 

Golconda,  Pope  county 


"  South  Chicago,"  and  all  that  part 
of  Cook  county  lying  south  of  the 
Chicago  River,  and  east  of  the 
Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal, 

All  that  part  of  West  Chicago  and 
the  county  of  Cook  lying  south  of 
the  "  Fulton  Branch  "  of  the  Chi- 
cago &  Northwestern  R.  R.,  and 
•west  of  the  Illinois  &  Michigan 
Canal. 

All  that  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago 
and  the  county  of  Cook  lying  north 
of  the  Fulton  Branch  of  the  Chi- 
cago &  Northwestern  R.  R. 

Kane,  McHenry  and  Lake. 

Boone,  Winnebago  and  Stephenson. 

JoDaviess,  Carroll  and  Whiteside. 

Ogle,  Lee  and  DeKalb. 

Kendall,  DuPage,  Will  and  Grundy 

LaSalle  and  Livingstone. 

Bureau,  Putnam,  Marshall  and 
Stark. 

Henr\-,  Rock  Island  and  Mercer. 

McDonough,   Fulton  and  Schuyler. 

Knox,  Warren  and  Henderson. 

Peoria,  Woodford  and  Tazewell. 

McLean,  DeWitt  and  Ford. 

Kankakee,  Iroquois  and  Vermilion. 

Champaign,  Douglas,  Edgar  and 
Coles. 

Piatt,  Moultrie,  Macon  and  Logan. 

Mason,  Menard,  Sangamon  and 
Cass. 

Brown,  Morgan,  Scott  and  Pike. 

Adams  and  Hancock. 

Calhoun,  Gre.ene,  Jersey  and  Ma- 
coupin. 

Montgomerj',  Christian  and  Shelby 

Cumberland,  Clark,  Crav/ford,  Jas- 
per, Richland  and  Lawrence. 

Clay,  Effingham,  Fayette  and  Ma- 
rion. 

Bond,  Clinton  and  Madison. 

St.  Clair,  Monroe  and  Randolph. 

Washington,  Jefferson,  Franklin, 
Perry,  Jackson  and  Williamson. 

Wayne,  Edwards,  Wabash,  White, 
Hamilton,  Saline  and  Gallatin. 

Hardin,  Pope,  Massac,  Johnson, 
Union,  Pulaski  and  .•Alexander. 
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LIST  OF  GRAND  LODGES 

RECOGNIZED    BY    THE    GRAND    LODGE    OF    ILLINOIS, 

And  Names  and  Addresses  of  Grand  Secretaries. 


GRAND  LODGE. 


GRAND  SECRETARY. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

British  Columbia 

California 

Canada 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Dakota 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

England 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Manitoba 

Maryland... 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey , 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Prince  Edward  Island. 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

South  Australia 

South  Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington  Territory. 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Adam  Baker 

George  J.  Roskruge 

Fay  Hempstead 

H    Brown 

Alex.  G.  Abell 

J.  J.  Mason 

Ed.  C.  Parmalee 

Joseph  K.  Wheeler 

Chas.  T.  McCoy 

William  S.  Hayes 

William  R.  Singleton 

Colonel  Shadwell  H.  Gierke 

DeWitt  C.  Dawkins 

A.  M.  Wolehin 

James  H.  Wickersham 

Loyal  L.  Munn 

William  H.  Smythe 

J.  S.  Murrovv 

Theodore  S.  Parvin 

Samuel  B.  Oldham,  Dep.  G.  Sec 

John  H.  Brown 

H.  B.  Grant 

James  C.  Batchelor 

Ira  Berry 

William  G.  Scott 

Jacob  H.  Medairy 

Sereno  D.  Nickerson 

William  P.  Innes 

A.  T.  C.  Pierson 

J.  L.  Power 

John  D.  Vincil 

Corneliu.s  Hedges 

William  R.  Bowen 

C.  N.  Noteware 

Edwin  J.  Wetmore 

George  P.  Cleaves 

Joseph  H.  Hough 

A.  A.  Keen 

Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers 

Donald  W.  Bain 

Benjamin  Curren 

John  D.  Caldwell 

F.  J.  Babcock 

Michael  Nisbet 

B.  Wilson  Higgs 

John  H.  Isaacson 

Edwin  Baker 

D.  Murray  Lyon 

J.  H.  Cunningham 

Charles  Inglesby 

John  Frizzell 

T.  W.  Hudson 

Christopher  Diehl 

Lavant  M.  Read 

William  B,  Isaacs 

Thomas  M.  Reed 

Geo.  W.  Atkinson 

John  W.  Laflin 

\V.  L.  Kuykcndall 


Montgomerj'. 

Tucson. 

Little  Rock. 

Victoria. 

San  Francisco. 

Hamilton,  Ont. 

Georgetown. 

Hartford. 

Aberdeen. 

Wilmington. 

Washington. 

London. 

Jacksonville. 

Macon. 

Silver  City. 

Freeport. 

Indianapolis. 

Atoka,  C.  N. 

Cedar  Rapids. 

Dublin. 

Kansas  City. 

Louisville. 

New  Orleans. 

Portland. 

Winnipeg. 

Baltimore. 

Boston. 

Grand  Rapids. 

St.  Paul. 

Jackson. 

St.  Louis. 

Helena. 

Omaha. 

Carson. 

St.  John. 

Concord. 

Trenton. 

Las  Vegas. 

New  York. 

Raleigh. 

Halifax. 

Cincinnati. 

Salem. 

Philadelphia. 

Charlottetown. 

Montreal. 

Providence. 

Edinburg. 

Adelaide. 

Charleston. 

Nashville. 

Houston. 

Salt  Lake  City. 

Bellows  Falls. 

Richmond. 

Olympia. 

Wheeling. 

Milwaukee. 

Chevcnue. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 


OF   OTHER  GRAND  LODGES    NEAR  THE  GRAND    LODGE  OF  ILLINOIS 


GRAND    LODGE. 


RESIDENCE. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

British  Columbia 

California 

Canada  

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Dakota 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Manitoba 

Marjdand 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi  

Missouri  

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire  

New  Jersey  

New  Mexico  

New  York 

Nevada 

North  Carolina 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Prince  Edward  Island  

Quebec 

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

South  Carolina 

South  Australia 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Grand  National  Mother  Lodge  of  the 
Three  Globes,  Berlin,  Prussia 


James  A.  Hawley.... 
Monroe  C.  Crawford 

Loyal  L.  Munn 

John  McLaren 

Wiley  M.  Egan 

James  A.  Hawley.... 
DeWitt  C.  Cregier... 
Robert  L.  McKinlay 

Jghn  O'Neill 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier... 
W.  J.  A.   DeLancey 

John  C.  Smith 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier... 
Charles  H.  Patton... 

Joseph  Robbins 

Wiley  M.  Egan 

Francis  S.  Belden 

John  P.  Norv'ell 

Charles  H.  Brenan... 
Jacob  Krohn 

D.  A.  Cashman 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier... 

WilUiam  Lavely 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier... 

Jerome  R.  Gorin 

A.  B.  Ashley 

John  M.  Palmer 

W.  W.  Estabrooke. . 
Henry  E.  Hamilton. 

W.  B.  Grimes 

Henry  E.  Hamilton.. 

W.  B.  Allen 

John  C.  Smith 

W.  A.  Stevens 

L.  B.  Dixon 

S.  S.  Chance 

Frank  W.  HaviU 

John  M.   Pearson , 

E.  T.  E.  Becker 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier ..., 

James  A.  Hawley 

Joseph  Robbins 

Charles  H.  Patton.... 
William  L.  Milligan  . 
Haswell  C.  Clarke.... 

Edward  Cook 

Owen  Scott 

John  L.  McCuUough. 
Daniel  M.  Browning. 

John  R.  Thomas 

Vincent  L.  Hurlbut... 

Gil.  W.  Barnard 

John  C.   Bagby 

John  M.  Niglas 


Dixon. 
Jonesboro. 

Freeport. 

Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Dixon.  ; 

Chicago. 

Paris. 

Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Centralia. 

Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Mt.  Vernon. 

Quincy. 

Chicago. 

Evanston. 

Danville. 

Chicago. 

Freeport. 

Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Springfield. 

Chicago. 

Decatur. 

Kewannee. 

Springfield. 

Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Pittsfield. 

Chicago. 

Aurora. 

Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Salem. 

Mt.  Carmel. 

Godfrey. 

Mt.  Carroll. 

Chicago. 

Dixon. 

Quincy. 

Mt.  Vernon. 

Aurora. 

Kankakee. 

Chicago. 

Bloomington. 

Olney. 

Benton. 

Metropolis. 

Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Rushville. 

Peoria. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 


OF  THE   GRAND  LODGE  OF    ILLINOIS  NEAR    OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 


GRAND    LODGE. 


REPRESENTATIVE. 


Alabama 

Arizona  

Arkansas 

British  Columbia 

California 

Canada 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Dakota 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho  

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Manitoba 

Maine 

Maryland 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi    

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire 

New  Mexico 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

Nevada 

North  Carolina 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania    

Prince  Edward  Island 

Quebec  

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

South  Australia . 

South  Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas ' 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Grand  National  Mother  Lodge  of  the 
Three  Globes,  Berlin,  Prussia.  . 


John  Gideon  Harris 

George  Whitefield  Curtis. 

D.  D.  Leach 

Edward  C.  Neufelder  . . . . 

Alex.  G.  Abell 

David  McLellan 


RESIDENCE. 


Montgomery. 
Prescott. 

Victoria. 

San  Francisco. 

Hamilton,  Ont. 


Henry  M.  Teller 1     Central 


James  L.  Gould. 

Joseph  Haire 

Daniel  Goodwin 

Edwin  B.  McGrotty 

D.  C.  Dawkins 

James  Whitehead 

J.  W.  Brown 

Daniel  McDonald 

J.  S.  Murrow 

Joseph   Chapman 

William  F.  Black 

Matthew  M.  Miller 

Edward  B.  Jones 

J.  Q.  A.  Fellows 

Samuel  L.  Bedson 

George  W.  Deering 

Jonn  A.  Berry     

Henry  Chamberlain 

A.  T.  C.  Pierson      

J.  M.  Boon . 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Correspondence. 


Ih  the  Mod  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  TUmois,  Free  and  Accepted 

Masons  : 

In  the  succeeding  pages  we  have  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  fifty-two  Ameri- 
can grand  lodges,  two  of  them  for  two  years,  and  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 
We  have  to  regret  the  absence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  grand  lodges  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island  and  Quebec,  and  of  Maine  for  1888;  the  proceedings  of  the  latter  for 
1887  we  have  reviewed.  We  had  contemplated  availing  ourselves  as  usual  of  the 
result  of  the  labors  of  M.  W.  Bro.  Drummond  in  a  way  that  we  could  give  credit 
for  (we  all  of  us  profit  by  them  in  many  ways  for  which  no  credit  is  given),  by  trans- 
ferring to  our  pages  his  annual  table  of  statistics.  But  in  the  absence  of  the  Maine 
proceedings  for  1888,  we  have  taken  the  table  submitted  by  M.  W.  Bro.  Fellows 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  in  February  of  this  year,  and  we  desire  to  acknowl- 
edge our  debt  for  his  painstaking  and  discriminating  labor. 

In  completing  this  review,  now  eight  years  since  our  last  previous  report  was 
written,  our  mind  naturally  turns  backward  to  the  time  and  through  the  intervening 
years  to  our  first  entrance  into  the  reviewers'  guild,  eleven  years  earlier.  Of  the 
writers  in  this  department  whose  work  we  first  took  up  in  1869,  we  this  year  encoun- 
ter only  seven,  viz.:  Hill,  of  California;  Wheeler,  Connecticut;  Drummond, 
Maine;  Pierson,  Minnesota;  Simons,  New  York;  Cunningham,  Ohio,  and  Chad- 
wick,  Oregon. 

Of  the-  other  marked  men  of  the  corps  at  that  time,  Lawrence,  of  Georgia,  is 
living,  but  old,  blind,  and  poor  in  all  things  save  those  that  go  to  make  up  the  real 
riches  of  life — sterling  character  and  the  love  and  veneration  of  all  those  about  him  ; 
GuiLBERT,  of  Iowa,  Bell,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Hough  are  still  living,  the  latter 
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just  now  completing  his  half  century  as  grand  secretary  of  New  Jersey;  and  Robert 
H,  Taylor,  of  Nevada — will  somebody  tell  us  where  he  is,  if  he  is  still  in  the  land 
of  the  living  ?  Gouley's  fiery  spirit  went  up  in  the  Southern  Hotel  holacaust,  at  St. 
Louis;  Bruns  succeeded  to  the  grand  mastership  of  South  Carolina  and  died  with 
the  swan-song  on  his  lips;  and  Scot,  of  Louisiana,  the  ever- courteous,  brilliant,  gen- 
erous Scot  who  bound  everybody  to  him  as  with  hooks  of  steel,  and  Gushing,  of 
Texas — of  a  scarcely  later  period,  and  scarcely  less  an  ideal  reviewer — they  also  lie 
sleeping  beneath  the  shade  of  the  magnolias.  Others,  too,  whose  strong  thought 
made  instant  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  Fraternity  have  gone  on  before.  Blackie, 
of  Tennessee;  Marshall  B.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey;  Whittaker,  of  Louisiana; 
and  our  own  Gurney,  the  praises  of  whose  life  and  work,  floating  in  upon  us  from 
all  quarters  with  the  still  fresh  echoes  of  his  funeral  bells,  bring  us  back  from  the 
past  with  its  memories  to  the  present  with  its  duties. 

In  looking  over  the  field  of  discussion  for  the  year,  certain  questions  still  claim 
attention  that  have  long  been  before  the  Craft.  Such  are  the  Prerogatives  of  Grand 
Masters,  Perpetual  Jurisdiction  over  Rejected  Material,  and  the  Physical  Qualifica- 
tions of  Candidates. 

The  doctrine  that  the  grand  master  has  only  such  powers  as  are  expressly  dele- 
gated to  him  by  the  constitution  of  his  grand  lodge,  and  that  he  derives  none  from 
the  Constitutions  of  Masonry,  may  fairly  be  said  to  have  been  at  flood  tide  for  the 
past  few  years,  and  to  have  been  temporarily  strengthened  by  the  discovery  that 
grand  masters  did  not  exist  prior  to  17 17,  but  that  the  ofiice  was  created  simultan- 
eously with  the  formation  of  the  first  grand  lodge.  We  say  temporarily  strength- 
ened, because  not  only  do  we  think  that  the  violence  of  the  attack  upon  the  preroga- 
tive doctrine  is  already  somewhat  abating,  but  that  the  view  is  a  superficial  one 
which  makes  the  possession  of  such  prerogatives  hinge  upon  the  independent  exist- 
ence of  the  ofiice  at  any  time.  It  will  not  be  claimed  that  the  office  of  master  ex- 
isted independent  of  something  to  be  master  of,  namely,  the  lodge,  and  yet  notwith- 
standing the  master  is  elected  by  the  free  suffrages  of  all  the  members  of  his  lodge — 
and  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  back  to  the  time  when  it  was  not  so — he  is  rec- 
ognized, and  always  has  been  recognized  as  possessing  in  many  particulars,  auto- 
cratic power.  That  the  grand  lodge  is  modeled  on  the  lodges  of  which  it  is  com- 
posed goes  without  saying,  and  it  seems  to  us  wellnigh  impossible  for  one  to  study  the 
Charges  of  a  Freemason  and  the  "  regulations  of  the  general  or  grand  lodge  there- 
unto annexed,"  without  feeling  that  the  brethren  who  agreed  to  the  first  as  embody- 
ing the  irrevocable  law,  and  fashioned  the  latter  in  conformity  to  the  letter  and  spirit 
thereof,  felt  that  they  had  given  final  shape  to  a  system  in  which  the  dispensing 
power  was  recognized  as  an  essential  feature,  but  limited  by  the  inherent  rights  of  the 
lodge,  and — more  sacred  still — of  the  individual ;  and  the  history  of  the  Society  from 
that  day  to  this  shows  that  this  has  been  regarded  as  the  view  then  taken. 

With  reference  to  the  continued  jurisdiction  of  lodges  over  rejected  material  after 
it  has  left  their  territory,  it  is  undeniable  that  the  tendency  has  been  towards  a  relax- 
ation of  the  rule,  and  we  feel  quite  sure  that  this  tendency  has  received  a  strong,  if 
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not  its  chief  impetus  from  the  doctrine  of  grand  lodge  sovereignty,  the  minds  of  the 
brethren  being  led  from  the  law  and  equities  of  the  subject  itself,  by  the  agitation  of 
the  secondary  and  really  irrelevant  question  vv^hether  one  grand  jurisdiction  can  make 
laws  to  bind  another.  It  is  admitted,  of  course,  that  the  regulations  of  a  grand  lodge 
prevail  only  within  its  own  territory,  but  no  grand  lodge  can  properly  permit  the 
question  of  its  powers,  as  related  to  other  grand  lodges,  to  obscure  the  greater  ques- 
tion whether  any  given  regulation  is  or  is  not  rooted  in  the  law  which  constrains  all 
Masonic  bodies  as  well  as  all  individual  Masons. 

The  question  of  the  physical  qualifications  of  candidates  is  gradually  gravitating 
downwards  to  the  inevitable  equilibrium  of  common  sense,  in  accord  with  the  mani- 
fest interpretation  of  the  Ancient  Charges :  not  that  the  candidate  shall  be  an  abso- 
lutely "perfect  youth,"  for  there  are  none  such,  but  that  he  shall  be  so  perfect  a 
youth  that  he  shall  have  "  no  maim  or  defect  in  his  body,  that  may  render  him  un- 
capable  of  learning  the  art  of  serving  his  Master's  lord,  and  of  being  made  a  brother." 
For  a  time  we  shall  continue  to  hear  that  he  must  be  "  without  blemish,"  "sound  in 
all  his  members,"  and  the  like,  particularly  among  those  who  inherited  their  Ma- 
sonry from  the  Dermott  grand  lodge,  and  there  will  always  be  individual  cases  in 
which  efforts  will  be  made  to  evade  the  law ;  but  we  look  for  a  general  consensus  of 
opinion  that  he  who  can  do  all  the  things  essential  to  acquiring  and  imparting  the 
several  degrees,  comes  up  to  the  demands  of  the  law. 

But  by  far  the  most  important  factors  in  the  year's  events  and  discussions,  are 
those  which  involve  the  relations  of  Masonry  with  associations  of  Masons  other  than 
lodges,  calling  themselves  "  Masonic  bodies."  This  crops  out  chiefly  in  two  direc- 
tions :  in  new  forms  of  the  Massachusetts  departure,  as  in  Ohio,  where  instead  of 
amending  the  constitution  of  the  grand  lodge  in  order  to  declare  a  lot  of  side  de- 
grees an  integral  part  of  Masonry,  as  was  done  in  Massachusetts,  the  same  end  is 
sought  to  be  reached  by  far-fetched  and  sophistical  interpretations  of  existing  regula- 
tions; and  second,  in  the  attempt  to  secure  recognition  for  so-called  grand  lodges  in 
Mexico,  Central  and  South  America,  and  the  West  Indies,  and  through  that  recog- 
nition get  the  assent  of  the  legitimate  grand  lodges  of  the  world  to  the  doctrine  that 
supreme  councils  and  grand  orients  can  create  just  and  lawfully  constituted  lodges 
of  Symbolic  Masonry.  We  say  "  Symbolic  Masonry  "  because  it  is  a  term  in  com- 
mon use  to  designate  the  three  degrees  conferred  in  what  are  commonly  called 
"  blue  lodges,"  the  Masonry  of  the  lodge;  but  we  do  not  mean  that  there  is  or  can 
be  any  other  Masonry — whatever  we  may  say  from  habit  or  for  convenience. 

Some  of  these  so-called  grand  lodges,  made  up  of  "  lodges"  without  legitimate 
parentage  and  composed  of  alleged  Masons  whom  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  has 
again  and  again  decided  cannot  visit  her  lodges,  have  secured  recognition  by  some 
grand  lodges  in  the  United  States,  and  by  some  others  recognition  once  accorded  has 
been  withdrawn.  Similar  European  bodies  were  formerly  in  correspondence  with 
many  of  our  grand  lodges,  but  that  was  before  their  true  nature  and  composition  was 
understood.  The  thorough  examination  which  their  claims  to  be  called  Masonic 
bodies  has  undergone  in  recent  years,  has  placed  within  reach  of  all  grand  lodges  the 
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information  necessary  to  an  intelligent  judgment,  and  none  need  recognize  them  now 
without  being  conscious  that  they  are  countenancing  "  dissenters  from  the  original 
plan  of  Masonry." 

They  are  made  up  of  so-called  lodges  created  by  supreme  councils  and  grand 
orients  of  the  mis  called  Scottish  Rite,  and  the  fact  that  Albert  Pike,  the  grand 
commander  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction,  is  advising  the  su- 
preme councils  of  Mexico  and  the  South  American  continent  to  relinquish  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  blue  degrees  and  encourage  the  formation  of  independent  "  symbolic 
grand  lodges"  should  throw  no  loyal  Mason  off  his  guard.  In  the  advice  to  relin- 
quish  jurisdiction  lies  the  claim  that  they  possess  it,  no  matter  how  much  smooth  talk 
may  partly  cover  the  claim.  This  claim  should  not  be  admitted  for  one  instant  by 
any  loyal  Mason,  and  we  warn  the  Ancient  Craft  everywhere  to  beware  lest  under 
.some  specious  plea  for  harmony  and  good  neighborhood,  the  cuckoo's  egg  gets  de- 
posited in  their  nest  to  hatch  out  mischief  in  the  future. 

It  may  suit  the  present  purpose  of  others  of  these  supreme  councils  to  raise  the 
"stop  thief"  cry  that  the  particular  faction  of  the  rite  composing  the  "  Cerneau  bod- 
ies" are  claiming  the  right  to  confer  the  three  degrees  of  Freemasonry,  but  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  see  why  they  should  trouble  themselves  in  that  behalf.  The  grand  lodge  is 
the  only  governing  body  having  any  interest  in  the  matter,  and  it  is  fully  competent 
to  deal  with  it.  For  ourselves  we  have  no  disposition  to  condemn  them  on  this  point 
unheard,  and  we  await  the  result  of  inquiries  addressed  to  those  high  in  authority  in 
the  Cerneau  faction  before  expressing  an  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  charge. 
We  have  been  disappointed  in  not  receiving  the  information  sought  before  being 
compelled  to  close  our  report. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JOSEPH  ROBBINS, 

Committee. 
QuiNCY,  III.,  Sept.  13,  1888. 
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ALABAMA,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Montgomery,  Dec.  5,  1887.  The  representative  of 
Illinois  was  present. 

The  grand  master  (John  Gideon  Harris)  says  a  good  deal  in  his  brief  address. 
He  thinks  that  beneficial  results  follow  every  public  Masonic  gathering  when  pru- 
dence and  judgment  guide  and  direct.  He  strongly  urges  action  looking  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  home  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  Masons,  but  suggests 
no  definite  plan  of  action.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  action  is  taken,  our  Alabama 
brethren  will  be  warned  by  the  example  of  Kentucky  and  not  attempt  to  carry  out 
the  enterprise  under  grand  lodge  auspices,  but  make  it,  like  the  Illinois  Home,  a 
purely  voluntary  matter,  thus  hewing  to  the  line  of  Masonic  principle  by  leaving  each 
individual  brother  the  judge  of  his  ability  to  contribute. 

Of  the  seven  decisions  reported  by  the  grand  master,  five  were  approved  and 
two  referred  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  but  were  not  reported  upon.  The 
two  so  referred  were — First,  that  a  candidate  otherwise  qualified  should  not  be 
barred  out  by  inability  to  read  and  write,  whence  we  infer  that  the  Alabama  law  is 
silent  on  that  subject,  unlike  our  own  law  which  prescribes  the  ability  to  do  both  as 
among  the  necessary  qualifications  of  candidates;  and  Second,  that  an  Alabama  lodge 
could  not  comply  with  the  request  of  a  lodge  in  Tennessee  to  confer  the  degree  of 
Entered  Apprentice  upon  a  candidate  elected  by  the  latter.  We  see  no  reason  why 
the  work  should  not  be  done  as  requested  unless  it  is  forbidden  by  local  law. 
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Among  the  decisions  approved  is  one  to  the  effect  that  the  only  degrees  known 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  are  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master 
Mason.  We  congratulate  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  upon  this  pointed  declara 
tion  that  it  has  not  become  like  the  grand  lodges  of  Massachusetts  and  Ohio — re- 
duced to  the  position  of  a  makeweight  between  warring  factions  of  Scotch  Riters. 
We  presume  Grand  Master  Harris  to  have  been  constrained  by  local  law  in  his  de- 
cision— also  approved — that  the  grand  master  cannot  authorize  a  lodge  to  bury  a 
dimitted  Mason ;  because  under  the  general  law  of  Masonry  no  such  authority  is  re- 
quired to  enable  a  lodge  to  bury  any  Master  Mason  who  dies  in  good  standing  in  the 
Fraternity. 

Past  Grand  Master  Pillans,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  correspond- 
ence, submitted  a  special  report  on  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario,  into 
which,  through  a  superficial  examination  of  the  subject,  he  has  managed  to  get  a 
great  deal  of  misinformation. 

Bro.  Pillans  says : 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  was  organized  before  what  are  now  various  provinces  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  were  united  into  the  Dominion.  After  this  union  of  provinces  grand  lodges 
sprung  up  in  each  of  them,  thus  diminishing  the  area  of  rule  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  until  its 
jurisdiction  was  confined  to  the  Province  of  Ontario.  Many  of  the  brethren  of  this  province  hold- 
ing that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  was  now  a  misnomer,  proceeded  to  the  organization  of  that  of 
Ontario,  and  the  very  gist  of  the  quarrel  appears  to  be  about  the  name.  Those  of  the  last  named 
Grand  Lodge  hold  that  it  is  as  ridiculous  to  keep  the  old  name  while  the  term  Canada  is  now  applied 
to  a  union  of  many  provinces  in  which  are  grand  lodges,  as  for  the  grand  lodge  of  any  one  State  to 
style  itself  "  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States,"  while  its  jurisdiction  was  circumscribed  by 
the  limits  of  the  State.  This  is  the  whole  matter,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  ere  long  brotherly 
feeling  may  prevail  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce  harmonious  action,  and  bring  about  a  union  of 
the  two  bodies. 

So  far  from  the  gist  of  the  quarrel  being  about  the  name,  as  it  appears  to  Bro. 
Pillans,  the  gist  of  it  lies  primarily  in  the  question  whether  the  formation  of  a  grand 
lodge  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  (formerly  Lower  Canada),  left  the  Province  of  On- 
tario (formerly  Upper  Canada)  Masonically  unoccupied  or  open  tenitory.  Passing 
over  for  the  moment  the  fact  that  the  whole  Masonic  world  agreed  in  considering 
that  province  fully  occupied  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  which  had  heretofore 
occupied  both  provinces,  and  supposing  for  the  time  being  that  it  was  unoccupied, 
then  there  was  one  way  in  which  a  grand  lodge  could  be  lawfully  established  there, 
viz. :  by  the  concurrent  action  of  not  less  than  three  lodges,  these  three  constituting 
a  majority  of  the  lodges  already  existing  in  such  territory,  or  subsequently  planted 
there  by  lawful  authority. 

A  giand  lodge  thus  formed  would  have  jurisdiction  in  the  province  whether  it 
called  itself  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Three  Globes,  or 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Four  Jack  Planes.  So  we  see  that  the  gist  of  the  quarrel 
could  not  be  about  the  name,  as  is  falsely  claimed  by  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ontario. 
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Further,  we  are  quite  sure  that  Bro.  Pillans  will  cease  to  hope  that  a  union  of 
the  two  bodies  may  be  brought  about  when  his  attention  is  called  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario  was  formed,  and,  for  a  stronger  reason, 
when  his  memory  is  refreshed  as  to  the  principles  on  which  that  organization  is 
based. 

We  have  not  the  proceedings  of  the  organization  of  that  body  before  us,  and 
must  therefore  state  the  facts  from  memory,  but  we  think  we  state  them  correctly 
when  we  say  that  it  was  formed  without  any  constituency,  that  is,  by  individuals  not 
authorized  to  represent  the  lodges  to  which  they  belonged,  if  indeed  they  belonged 
to  any,  and  that  it  was  only  after  they  had  built  their  steeple  that  they  began  to  build 
the  structure  to  put  under  it.  Surely  not  all  the  names  in  the  calendar  could  legiti- 
mize such  a  body  as  that. 

But — and  here  we  come  to  matters  which  we  know  we  state  correctly — the  or- 
ganization set  on  foot  by  these  parties  was  not  a  Masonic  body  at  all,  but  a  mutual 
benefit  and  insurance  society,  whose  organic  law  provides  that  each  member  of  the 
subordinate  bodies  which,  in  imitation  of  Masonry,  are  styled  lodges,  shall  receive 
three  dollars  per  week  in  case  he  is  sick,  and  his  family — if  he  have  one— a  lump 
sum  of  fifty  dollars  in  case  of  his  death.  Such  a  provision  takes  the  concern  at  once 
out  of  the  category  of  Masonic  bodies,  and  while  it  may  possibly  render  it  eligible 
for  union  with  the  Druids,  or  United  Workmen,  it  makes  a  union  of  it  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  an  impossibility. 

The  grand  lodge  witnessed  an  exemplification  of  the  work  in  the  three  de- 
grees; listened  to  a  lecture  on  Masonry  in  the  Holy  Land,  by  Bro.  11.  R.  Coleman, 
of  Kentucky ;  districted  the  State  for  the  appointment  of  grand  lecturers,  and  pro- 
vided, most  justly,  we  think,  that  the  lodges  needing  the  services  of  lecturers  should 
pay  the  expenses  thereof;  granted  four  charters,  and  continued  two  dispensations; 
and  sought  to  do  away  with  a  glaring  wrong  by  submitting  to  the  lodges  a  constitu- 
tional amendment  providing  that  the  reversal  by  the  grand  lodge  of  the  decision  of 
a  lodge  suspending  or  expelling  a  brother,  shall  operate  to  restore  the  accused  to  all 
his  rights,  including  full  membership  in  the  lodge. 

Myles  J.  Greene,  M.  D.,  of  Talladega,  was  elected  grand  master;  Daniel 
Savre,  Montgomery,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  I03),reviewing  the  proceedings  of  fifty  grand 
lodges,  is  from  the  trained  and  discriminating  hand  of  Past  Grand  Master  Palmer  J. 
Pillans.  Illinois  receives  fraternal  notice.  Grand  Master  Darrah's  remarks  on 
the  necessity  of  tyling  a  Masonic  procession,  and  his  decision  relative  to  insanity  be- 
ing copied  with  commendation,  and  Bro.  Browning's  report  being  highly  praised. 
Of  Bro.  Gurney  the  reviewer  says : 

The  brightest  light  in  the  Masonic  firmament  is  obscured  and  a  very  pall  of  grief  settled  upon 
our  brethren  of  the  jurisdiction.  It  will  be  very  long  ere  we  find  so  vigorous,  so  clear,  so  exhaust- 
ive, so  caustic  a  writer  on  Masonic  subjects.  If  not  always  in  our  opinion  entirely  correct  in  his 
views,  yet  he  was  very  rarely  in  error.     May  the  turf  rest  lightly  on  his  head. 
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Bro.  PiLLANS  gives  some  attention  to  the  Masonic  convention  held  in  Chicago 
last  year,  and  noting  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  credentials,  asks  why. 
"  Were  any  of  those  present  delegates  from  their  grand  lodges  and  by  it  authorized 
to  speak  for  it,  and  if  so,  how  many?"  It  seems  to  us  hardly  necessary  to  answer 
this  question  in  order  to  make  apparent  the  necessity  of  a  committee  to  determine  the 
composition  of  a  body  met  to  discuss  Masonic  topics,  many  of  whose  members  must 
have  been  strangers  to  each  other.  He  says  Alabama  is  in  entire  accord  with  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  convention,  and  puzzles  us  l)y  expressing  the  opinion  that 
the  passage  of  the  iron-clad  resolutions  aflimiing  the  absolute  and  exclusive  power  of 
the  grand  lodge  in  Freemasonry,  left  "the  whole  object  of  the  convention  unsatis- 
factorily undetermined." 

Bro.  PiLLANS  deprecates  the  Arkansas  resolutions  forbidding  the  initiation  of 
saloon-keepers  and  defining  liquor-selling  as  a  Masonic  offense,  as  being  an  effort  to 
make  Masonry  a  part  of  the  temperance  movement  which  he  says  will  recoil  and 
eventually  prove  useless ;  in  which  we  think  he  does  not  quite  mean  what  he  says, 
but  rather  that  he  would  agree  with  us  that  while  Masonry  should  be  kept  clean  by 
the  amply  protective  power  of  the  black  ball,  or  purged,  if  necessary,  of  those  who 
live  by  disreputable  means,  through  the  operation  of  the  already  sufficient  disciplin- 
ary power  of  the  lodge,  nothing  can  justify  us  in  attempting  by  legislation  to  add  to 
or  take  from  the  qualifications  upon  which  the  obtaining,  and  hence,  logically,  the 
retaining  of  membership  is  conditioned  by  the  landmarks. 

Bro.  PiLLANS  looks  with  manifest  disfavor  upon  the  introduction  of  the  techni- 
cal procedures  of  the  civil  courts  into  Masonic  trials,  such  as  in  California  led  to  the 
dismissal  by  a  Master  of  a  lodge  of  a  case  on  demurrer ;  does  not,  if  we  read  him 
correctly,  and  we  hope  we  do,  approve  the  Alabama  law  forbidding  a  lodge  to  bury 
an  unaffiliated  Mason ;  holds  in  consonance  with  Alabama  and  Illinois  law  to  the 
right  of  peremptory  objection  to  a  visitor  by  a  member;  notes  without  comment  the 
proposition  of  Grand  Master  Witt,  of  Kentucky,  to  abolish  the  so-called  Past  Mas- 
ter's degree,  as  Illinois  has  long  since  done;  vigorously  confesses  his  inability,  while 
noticing  Minnesota,  to  see  why  any  grand  lodge  should  put  its  finger  into  the 
pie  which  is  cooking  in  the  heat  engendered  by  warring  factions  of  the  so-called 
Scottish  Rite,  and  pertinently  inquires  what  any  grand  lodge  can  know  of  what  are 
called  the  higher  degrees ;  holds  as  we  do  that  when  a  lodge  has  failed  to  discipline 
an  erring  brother  it  cannot  say  after  his  death  that  he  was  not  in  good  standing 
simply  because  his  life  was  bad;  calls  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  the  proceed- 
ings of  whose  109th  annual  communication  he  was  reviewing,  the  oldest  on  this  con- 
tinent, although  we  notice  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  which  was  in 
session  at  about  the  same  time  called  its  meeting  its  153d  anniversary;  and  finds  fre- 
quent occasion  to  regret  that  those  who  dissent  from  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  him 
that  the  grand  master  of  Masons  in  Alabama  has  powers  that  were  not  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  constitution  of  that  grand  lodge,  do  not  attempt  to  show  the  fallacy 
of  his  arguments,  which  leads  us  to  say  in  closing  that  while  we  agree  with  his  con- 
clusion that  the  grand  master  does  possess  such  powers,  we  have  found  ourselves 
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compelled  to  abandon  so  much  of  the  premises  which  we  formerly  held  in  common 
with  him,  as  is  involved  in  the  statement  that  grand  masters  existed  before  grand 
lodges.     We  think  that  is  effectually  disproved. 


ARIZONA,  1887. 

This  elegant  pamphlet  contains  the  proceedings  of  the  sixth  annual  communi- 
cation, held  at  Tombstone,  Nov.  8,  1887.  The  representative  of  Illinois  was  not 
present. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Martin  W.  Kales)  is  a  brief,  clear  state- 
ment of  his  official  acts,  ending  with  an  earnest  exhortation  to  better  lives.  He  had 
refused  a  dispensation  to  permit  a  lodge  to  parade  as  such  with  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  on  Decoration  Day,  and  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  commended 
his  action  on  the  ground  that  while  parading  jointly  with  other  societies  might  not 
be  wrong  in  itself,  it  was  likely  to  lead  to  dissensions  as  to  questions  of  precedence 
which  were  better  avoided. 

The  grand  treasurer  had  left  the  Territory  with  the  widows'  and  orphans' 
fund  and  the  general  fund  in  his  pocket.  The  unwonted  attention  given  to  the  sub- 
ject of  oflicial  bonds  leads  us  to  doubt  whether  the  grand  lodge  felt  very  sanguine 
of  the  success  of  the  new  treasurer  in  carrying  out  his  instructions  to  collect  the 
amount  at  once  from  the  absent  officer. 

One  lodge  was  chartered,  making  six  in  all  on  the  registry,  with  an  aggregate 
membership  of  355. 

Francis  Asbury  Shaw,  of  Phcenix,  was  elected  grand  master;  George 
James  Roskruge,  of  Tucson,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  next  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Prescott. 

The  grand  lodge  wisely  provided  for  an  album  in  which  to  preserve  the  pho- 
tographs of  the  past  grand  masters.  If  Illinois  had  a  complete  set  it  would  be  be- 
yond price.  * 

Grand  Orator  James  A.  Zauriskie  furnished  an  oration  somewhat  lurid  in  style 
and  sufficiently  pessimistic  to  suggest  the  inquiry  whether  the  sepulchral  influence  of 
the  name  of  the  city  in  which  the  grand  lodge  met  could  have  been  reflected  back 
upon  the  writer. 
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The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  67),  reviewing  forty-five  grand  lodges,  is  the 
work  of  Bro.  Morris  Goldwater.  The  reviewer  has  caught  the  secret  of  conden- 
sation to  a  remarkable  degree,  and  in  a  little  space  gives  a  very  complete  idea  of 
what  was  done  in  the  bodies  under  review.  Where  Bro.  GoLDWATER  permits  him- 
self to  give  his  own  views  on  the  subjects  touched  upon,  he  makes  us  wish  he  was 
less  sparing  of  his  comments, 

Illinois  receives  extended  notice,  the  report  of  the  special  committee  on  the 
death  of  Bro.  Gurney  being  copied  entire,  besides  extracts  from  the  address  of 
Grand  Master  Darrah.  The  oration  of  Bro.  Clements  is  highly  praised.  Of  a 
decision  touching  a  ritualistic  point  he  says : 

According  to  Illinois  "work,"  lodges  must  open  and  close  on  the  step-ladder  principle.  At 
public  installations  the  lodge  must  be  opened  on  the  first,  second  and  third  degrees,  then  called  off; 
when  again  called  to  labor  it  must  close  in  the  third,  second  and  first  degrees.  We  mention  this  as 
it  differs  from  our  custom,  which  we  presume  is  what  is  called  the  "  short  form."  We  have  a  pat- 
ent on  the  "  step-ladder,"  and  mean  no  offense  by  the  title. 

We  infer  that  he  regards  that  as  the  "short  form"  where  a  lodge  pursues  the 
common  sense  method  of  opening  at  special  meetings  directly  on  the  degree  in  which 
it  is  to  work,  whereas  we  understand  the  term  "  short  form"  to  refer  to  the  cutting 
of  the  work  of  opening  in  any  one  degree,  as  in  Pennsylvania,  for  instance,  where 
the  "short  way"  is  almost  wholly  manual,  not  oral. 

He  chronicles  vdthout  comment  the  defeat  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  our 
by-laws  declaring  that  "  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  be  used  as  a  beverage  shall 
be  considered  an  act  tending  to  impair  the  good  name  of  Masonry."  For  the  infor- 
mation of  himself  and  others  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  the  vote  on  the  proposed 
amendment  did  not  turn  on  the  truth  or  falsity  of  that  declaration ;  the  disinclination 
of  the  grand  lodge  to  legislate  on  the  subject  hinged  on  other  considerations. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  has  repeatedly  sustained  the  action  of  lodges  in 
subjecting  to  discipline  members  guilty  of  selling  liquor  in  violation  of  law,  and  we 
think  may  be  relied  on  to  do  so  whenever  cases  coming  up  on  appeal  require  its 
action. 

Bro.  Goldwater  quotes  the  following  from  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  of 
Rhode  Island : 

"  Having  been  consulted  by  the  chaplains  of  some  of  our  subordinate  lodges  in  reference  to 
their  official  duties,  we  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words  in  answer  to  the  question  : 
'  Does  the  institution  0/ Freemasonry  ever  require  or  expect  from  any  of  her  members  the  sacri- 
fice of  their  religious  convictions  ?'     To  this  question  we  answer,  without  hesitation.  No  !  never." 

To  our  Arizona  brother  there  is  something  more  at  stake  here  than  mere  specu- 
lative theorizing  upon  an  abstraction.  Being  of  the  Israelitish  faith — a  pure  Theist 
— the  question  is  to  him  a  concrete  one,  and  we  commend  his  just  comments  to  those 
who  persist  in  airing  within  the  lodge  the  theological  opinions  which  the  fundamental 
law  of  Masonry  concedes  their  right  to  hold,  but  gives  them  no  warrant  to  utter  in 
the  name  of  the  Institution.     He  says: 
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We  regret  our  inability  to  quote  our  brother's  entire  reply,  and  dislike  to  garble  his  answer 
to  this  question,  which  covers  more  than  a  page.  If  he  had  contented  himself  with  what  we  have 
quoted  above,  the  most  hypercritical  could  have  found  no  fault.  But  when  he  tells  us  that  "  the 
devout  Israelite  joins  with  those  who,  on  bended  knee,  offer  their  devotions  to  the  Great  Jehovah, 
through  the  merits  of  the  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah,  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,"  he  speaks  to  us  of  an 
unknown  people,  who,  by  his  own  testimony,  are  arrant  hypocrites  and  unworthy  of  any  trust. 
Nor  have  we  yet  found  in  our  Masonic  reading,  any  authority  for  his  definition  of  the  Lion  of  the 
Tribe  ot  Judah.  While  from  a  Christian  standpoint,  or  from  a  Christian  pulpit,  his  remarks  would 
be  eminently  proper,  they  have  no  place  in  Masonry  or  in  a  lodge.  Instead  of  the  rule  of  Charity, 
they  inculcate  the  spirit  of  Tyranny  which  caused  Roger  Williams  to  seek  a  home  in  Rhode  Island. 

Imagine  an  Israelite,  Grand  Master  of  Rhode  Island ;  listen  to  him  as  he  daily  repeats,  from 
the  articles  of  his  creed  :  "  I  believe,  with  a  perfect  faith,  that  to  the  Creator  (blessed  be  his  name), 
and  to  HIM  only,  it  is  proper  tc  address  our  prayers  ;  and  that  it  is  not  proper  to  pray  to  any  other 
being."     And  then  ask  him  to  solemnly  aver,  in  the  language  of  Rhode  Island's  ritual,  that — 

"  In  the  Faith  of  Him  who  is  the  Chief  Corner  Stone  hewn  from  the  mountain  without  hands, 
we  lay  this  Foundation  Stone;  in  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Amen." 

Could  there  be  a  greater  travesty  on  Truth  ?  Only  by  denying  the  universality  of  Masonry 
can  we  see  any  justification  for  the  promulgation  of  the  Grand  Master's  religion. 

Noting  in  the  Kansas  record  that  "  the  Grand  Master  directed  the  Grand  Cus- 
todian of  the  Work  and  the  Assistant  Lecturers  to  exemplify  the  first  three  degrees 
of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,"  Bro.  Goldwater  begs  some  one  to  kindly  tell  him 
what  are  the  second  three  degrees  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and  might  have  added 
force  to  his  already  telling  question  by  leaving  out  the  words  "Ancient  Craft;"  con- 
fesses that  the  report  of  the  grand  master  of  Louisiana  that  he  had  informed  a  cer- 
tain supreme  council  that  another  supreme  council  was  clandestine,  is  not  intelligible 
to  him,  but  shows  that  he  has  struck  the  core  of  the  wretched  "  Massachusetts  dif- 
ficulty," by  naively  remarking  that  he  would  suppose  that  one  supreme  council  could 
better  judge  the  qualifications  of  another  supreme  council  than  a  grand  lodge  could; 
asks  some  one  to  tell,  what  he  credits  the  Mississippi  committee  on  jurisprudence 
with  saying  it  does  not  know,  viz.:  what  is  meant  by  "  proper  vouchers,"  to  which 
it  will  be  a  partial  answer  to  say  that  the  "  proper  vouchers  of  their  having  been  in- 
itiated into  a  regular  lodge"  required  by  the  terms  of  the  Installation  covenants  with 
reference  to  visitors,  are  in  some  jurisdictions — Massachusetts,  for  instance^— docu- 
mentary in  form,  the  visitor  being  required  to  present  the  same  prior  to  examination  ; 
in  other  jurisdictions  the  "  proper  voucher"  is  interpreted  to  mean  the  preliminary 
declaration  in  which  all  present  participate.  He  discloses  the  fact  that  the  Arizona 
custom,  derived  from  California,  is  for  the  lodge  to  be  at  refreshment  while  burying 
the  dead,  which  we  think  is  contrary  to  the  nearly  universal  practice ;  dissents  from 
the  New  Jersey  decision  that  an  officer  of  the  grand  lodge  cannot  be  suspended  by  a 
subordinate  lodge  during  his  term  of  office,  in  which  he  is  in  accord  with  Illinois 
law  which  recognizes  the  right  of  a  lodge  to  exercise  discipline  over  all  its  members 
except  its  master  or  the  grand  master;  regards  non-affiliation  as  the  great  evil  of 
the  day,  as  do  most  Masons  in  new  communities ;  intimates  that  the  want  of  a  Ma- 
sonic Congress  is  most  keenly  felt  by  those  who  are  ambitious  for  new  worlds  to 
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conquer,  new  titles  to  gain ;  and  closes  with  a  suggestion  of  real  merit,  and  possibly 
a  practicable  one — the  adoption  of  a  universal  telegraphic  code,  or  cipher,  by  means 
of  which  inquiries  could  be  promptly  and  cheaply  made,  as  to  the  merits  of  appli- 
cants for  relief. 


ARKANSAS,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Little  Rock,  Nov.  22,  1887.  Illinois  was  one  of  the 
thirty-six  grand  lodges  whose  representatives  were  present.  The  address  of  the 
grand  master  (W.  H.  Gee)  opens  with  a  first-class  advertisement  of  the  advantages 
of  Arkansas  for  either  business  or  residence,  followed  by  some  general  remarks  on 
the  beneficent  character  of  Masonry,  and  this  in  turn  by  a  business-like  report  of  his 
official  acts.  He  reports  twenty  decisions.  The  fate  of  No.  i  recalls  the  advice  of 
the  old  judge  to  his  young  successor,  not  to  give  reasons  for  his  rulings,  for  while  the 
rulings  would  probably  be  correct  the  reasons  assigned  for  them  would  probably  be 
wrong.  He  decided  tliat  a  brother  "  square  on  the  books,"  but  charged  under  in- 
dictment in  the  courts  of  the  country  with  a  crime,  had  not  a  right  to  a  dimit,  and 
continuing,  says: 

If  the  accused  evades  criminal  process  and  conceals  himself  from  the  officers  of  the  law,  such 
fact  justifies  a  presumption  of  guilt,  and  the  brother  thereby  becomes  a  proper  object  of  fraternal 
displeasure  and  distrust,  and  should  be  subjected  to  inquiry  and  charges,  and  dealt  with  accord- 
ingly. 

The  committee  on  law  and  usage,  with  the  approval  of  the  grand  lodge, 
justly  say : 

As  to  decision  No.  one  (i),  your  committee  concur  in  the  same  with  this  qualification  :  That 
an  indictment  and  concealment,  as  stated  in  the  second  clause  of  the  decision,  does  not  necessarily 
raise  a  presumption  of  moral  guilt  so  as  to  preclude  a  lodge  from  acting  on  a  petition  for  a  dimit. 
It  raises  such  a  presumption  as  should  put  the  lodge  upon  its  guard,  .ind  elicit  investigation  ;  but, 
if  after  investigation,  it  appears  to  the  satisfaction  ot  the  lodge  that  there  is  no  ground  for  charges 
and  no  moral  guilt,  it  may  grant  a  dimit. 

Another  decision.  No.  11,  is  as  follows: 

The  law  requiring  twelve  months'  residence  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  to  make  a  man  eli- 
gible to  be  made  a  Mason,  is  one  the  Grand  Master  has  no  power  to  suspend,  except  in  the  exercise 
of  his  prerogative  in  making  Masons  at  sight,  which  power  he  cannot  delegate  to  another. 

Of  this  the  committee  say : 

As  to  decision  No.  eleven  (11),  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Grand  Master  may 
grant  a  dispensation,  dispensing  with  the  necessity  of  twelve  months'  residence  in  this  State  before 
a  lodge  can  initiate  an  applicant  for  degrees,  as  this  regulation  is  not  a  landmark  and  the  dispensing 
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power  of  the  Grand  Master  is  always  an  implied  exception  to  these  rules,  which  are  designed  to 
regulate  the  action  of  subordinate  lodges  in  selecting  material  for  initiation;  and  as  this  regulation 
permits  the  lodges  to  initiate  a  candidate  short  of  a  twelve  months'  residence  by  leave  of  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  jurisdiction  from  which  the  applicant  emigrated,  or  even  by  consent  of  a  subordinate 
lodge  to  whose  jurisdiction  he  belonged  before  immigrating  here,  we  see  no  reason  when  he  is  a 
resident  here  for  less  than  twelve  months  that  we  should  by  mere  implication  from  this  prohibition 
to  a  subordinate  lodge  presume  that  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Master,  as  they  exist  by  Masonic 
usage,  are  shorn.  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  most  regular  mode  of  getting  the  consent  of  the 
foreign  jurisdiction  :  For  a  subordinate  lodge  to  apply  to  the  Grand  Master  for  a  dispensation,  and 
discretion  would  permit  the  Grand  Master,  if  he  found  it  necessary,  to  apply  for  consent  to  the 
jurisdiction  from  which  the  applicant  emigrated. 

We  agree  with  the  committee  that  the  regulation  requiring  one  year's  residence 
is  subject  to  the  dispensing  power  of  the  grand  master,  but  we  confess  to  some  sur- 
prise that  any  grand  lodge  should  think  it  necessary  in  the  case  of  an  original  peti- 
tioner to  ask  leave  to  receive  his  petition  from  the  Masonic  authorities  of  the  juris- 
diction from  which  he  emigrated.  The  potential  jurisdiction  which  a  lodge  has  over 
a  profane  residing  within  its  territorial  limits  is  only  the  exclusive  right  to  receive  his 
petition  if  he  should  ever  seek  to  become  a  Mason  while  he  lives  there  ;  and  this 
ceases  as  absolutely  the  next  minute  after  he  has  made  a  bona  fide  removal  from  its 
territory  as  if  he  had  left  it  half  a  century  before.  The  mere  fact  of  his  having  lived 
within  its  bailiwick  never  gave  the  lodge  a  shadow  of  a  right  to  say  what  he  should 
do,  or  what  any  lodge  should  do  with  him,  after  he  has  gone  elsewhere. 

We  do  not  share  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  proper  way  to  get  the 
consent  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  when  such  consent  is  required,  is  through  the  Grand 
Master.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  fully  In  accord  with  the  Illinois  law,  which  holds 
that  as  the  power  to  waive  jurisdiction  resides  wholly  in  the  lodge  so  there  it  is  full 
and  complete,  and  may  be  exercised  in  favor  of  a  lodge  either  within  or  without  this 
grand  jurisdiction. 

In  a  case  in  which  Lodge  C  had  initiated  and  passed  a  candidate  and  then, 
learning  that  he  had  previously  been  rejected  by  Lodge  B,  the  grand  master  decided 
that  C  could  not  confer  the  remaining  degree  without  the  consent  of  B,  saying  that  it 
was  a  well  settled  principle  of  Masonic  law  that  no  act  of  the  candidate  or  of  the 
lodge  to  which  he  applies,  whether  through  ignorance  or  otherwise,  can  deprive  the 
rejecting  lodge  of  its  jurisdiction  over  him.  This  was  disapproved,  the  committee 
taking  the  ground  that  a  precedent  was  established  in  1 87 7  by  a  decision  that  where 
one  lodge  infringes  the  jurisdiction  of  another  by  taking  its  material,  though  the 
action  is  irregular,  "  the  applicant,  nevertheless,  becomes  a  member  of  the  lodge 
doing  the  work,  aiter  he  has  joined,"  and  holding  that  decision  equally  applicable  to 
an  Entered  Apprentice  or  a  Fellow  Craft  as  to  a  Master  Mason. 

The  committee  say  they  take  this  ground  with  some  hesitation,  and  inasmuch  as 
they  acknowledge  the  jurisdiction  of  the  rejecting  lodge  we  think  the  hesitation 
should  have  been  made  perpetual. 

The  grand  master  had  granted  eighteen  dispensations  for  new  lodges,  and  four 
to  revive  old  ones,  defunct.  Seventeen  of  these  received  charters,  and  five  had  their 
dispensations  continued. 


18  APPENDIX. — PART  I. 


The  grand  orator,  R.  W.  Bro.  W.  M.  Mellette,  delivered  an  oration  much 
above  the  average  of  such  addresses  in  philosophical  spirit  and  in  perception  ot  the 
essentials  of  Masonry. 

The  trustees  of  St.  John's  College  reported  the  partial  conversion  of  the  prop- 
erty of  that  institution  into  a  site  for  a  Masonic  temple,  the  rentals  of  which  will  be 
used  for  educational  purposes. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  appeals  and  grievances  contains  no  points  of 
special  interest  to  Illinois  Masons  except  in  showing  that  in  Arkansas,  as  with  us,  the 
Grand  Lodge  exercises  complete  jurisdiction  in  appeal  cases,  modifying  the  sentences 
of  the  lodges  at  pleasure. 

W.  H.  Gee,  of  Dardanelle,  was  re-elected  grand  master;  Fay  Hempstead, 
Little  Rock,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  grand  lodge  disposed  of  a  large  amount  of  routine  business ;  decided  to 
celebrate  its  semi-centennial  anniversary  at  its  next  annual  meeting;  was  presented 
with  the  first  charter  granted  by  it  (to  Washington  Lodge,  No.  i,  Fayetteville,)  in 
1838;  welcomed  a  number  of  newly-appointed  grand  representatives,  among  them 
Bro.  D.  D.  Leach,  representing  Illinois;  witnessed  an  exemplification  of  the  work, 
and  unveiled  with  appropriate  ceremonies  a  monument  built  by  the  offerings  of  the 
Craft  in  Arkansas  to  the  lamented  past  grand  master,  Elbert  Hartwell  English, 
whose  character,  ability  and  labors  had  shed  so  much  lustre  upon  his  grand  lodge ; 
upon  which  occasion  Past  Grand  Master  Thornburgh  delivered  an  eloquent  and 
appropriate  eulogy  on  the  deceased. 

We  regret  to  find  no  report  on  correspondence. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Nanaimo,  June  iS,  18S7.  Illinois  was  one  of  the 
fourteen  jurisdictions  having  representatives  present.  The  grand  master  (Wm. 
Dalby)  announced  the  death  of  Bro.  J.  C.  Hughes,  senior  grand  warden.  Of  the 
general  prosperity  he  says  the  year  has  been  one  of  the  best  in  their  history.  He 
longs  for  a  restoration  of  the  old  Board  of  General  Purposes  which  most  jurisdictions 
directly  derived  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  have  copied  from  the  mother 
grand  lodge,  but  which  had  given  way  to  the  system  of  committees  prevailing  in  the 
United  States.     The  grand  lodge  decided  not  to  abandon  the  American  system. 

For  some  reason  which  appears  neither  in  nor  between  the  lines,  the  appointee 
of  the  grand  master  of  England  for  grand  representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
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British  Columbia,  who  had  been  recommended  by  Grand  Master  Dalby,  was  not 
satisfactory,  and  the  grand  lodge  formally  recommended  the  brother  of  its  choice  in 
his  stead.  - 

Alex.  R.  Milne,  of  Victoria,  was  elected  grand  master;  Edward  C.  Neu- 
FELDER,  Victoria,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  one  charter ;  adopted  a  revised  constitution ;  called 
from  labor  to  refreshment  on  Sunday  mornmg— after  having  elected  officers — long 
enough  to  attend  divine  service  at  the  Wesleyan  Church ;  decided  to  hold  its  next 
annual  communication  at  New  Westminster ;  and,  composed  as  it  was  of  representa- 
tives working  under  different  rituals,  adopted  a  resolution  recognizing  the  desirability 
of  securing  uniformity  of  work. 

It  is  always  easy  enough  to  get  unanimous  assent  to  an  abstract  proposition  for 
uniformity ;  it  is  only  when  it  is  proposed  to  secure  uniformity  upon  the  basis  of  some 
particular  ritual  that  those  who  "  didn't  get  it  that  way  "  stand  aghast  lest  the  foun- 
dations of  the  vasty  deep  should  be  broken  up. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence,  but  the  proceedings  of  Illinois  are  among 
those  whose  receipt  is  acknowledged  by  the  grand  secretary. 


CALIFORNIA,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  San  Francisco,  October  ii,  1887.  The  address  of  the 
grand  master  (Edmund  Clement  Atkinson)  belongs  to  what  Bro.  Hill,  the  vet- 
eran reviewer  of  his  own  grand  lodge,  would  call  the  "  somewhat  ambitious  "  class 
of  papers,  but  in  it  he  handles  his  work  as  well  as  his  periods  most  admirably.  It  is 
a  faculty  to  be  thankful  for  when  one  can  clothe  as  beautiful  a  figure  in  as  flowing 
and  euphonious  sentences  as  he  has  done  in  the  following : 

The  traveler  in  the  south  of  Spain,  leaving  the  beautiful  vale  where  the  Guadalquiver  flows, 
and  traversing  barren  hills  and  sterile  wastes,  finds  himself  at  nightfall  beneath  the  towering  heights 
of  Granada.  As  he  lies  down  to  rest  he  listens  to  the  music  of  murmuring  waters.  He  falls  alseep 
to  its  killaby  ;  it  ministers  to  him  in  his  dreams,  and  greets  his  ear  as  the  first  glad  voice  of  the 
morning.  It  is  the  sound  of  the  irrigating  rivulet,  brought  into  existence  by  the  Moorish  inhabitants 
of  Granada  more  than  five  hundred  years  ago.  That  unhappy  people  have  long  since  been  driven 
from  the  shores  of  Spain  ;  their  temples  have  been  demolished,  and  the  palaces  of  their  Kings  have 
crumbled  into  dust  :  but  this  simple  work  of  their  hands  has  remained  to  comfort  and  cheer  the 
weary  traveler  through  the  succeeding  ages.  So  the  generous  acts  and  kind  oflices  which  we  per- 
form under  the  guidance  of  the  sublime  principles  of  our  ancient  and  honorable  Fraternity,  will  live  to 
feed  the  streams  of  moral  fertility  which  shall  continue  to  flow  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  when  the 
places  we  occupy  shall  be  vacant  and  our  names  even  shall  be  obliterated  from  the  tablets  of  earth. 
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In  the  Arkansas  proceedings  we  struck  what  we  thought  was  a  first-class  adver- 
tisement of  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  but  what  shall  we  say  of  the  following,  except  to 
advise  the  associations  which  here  and  there  are  engaged  in  advertising  various  por- 
tions of  California  to  reprint  it  in  their  "  booming  "  literature  : 

We  meet  to-day  under  circumstances  the  most  auspicious.  Our  lots  have  been  cast  in  the 
fairest  land  on  which  the  sun  ever  shone — a  land  where  honest  labor  finds  a  just  return,  and  where 
wealth  is  the  crowning  reward  of  industry.  Our  great  State  brings  forth  every  luxury  which  the 
earth  produces.  It  is  the  home  of  the  orange,  the  grape  and  the  fig,  and  Ceres,  with  her  golden 
train,  has  made  it  her  abiding  place.  Our  fertile  valleys  give  a  bountiful  remuneration  to  th« 
husbandman,  and  our  mountains  are  rich  with  precious  ores  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  the  sons  ot 
toil.  The  trade-winds  of  the  Pacific  bring  health  and  comfort  on  their  viewless  wings  to  the  dwellers 
here,  and  render  the  Golden  State  the  sanitarium  of  the  world.  Verily,  we  inhabit  a  favored  land, 
for  Peace  and  Plenty  sit  smiling  at  our  doors.  Grateful  for  the  blessings  which  have  beea  so  lavish- 
ly bestowed  upon  us,  let  us  lift  our  hearts  in  praise  to  tlie  Great  Giver  of  All  for  His  loving  kindness 
unto  us,  and  severally,  with  the  Psalmist,  rejoice  ;  "  The  Lord  is  my  shepherd  ;  I  shall  not  want. 
He  anointeth  my  head  with  oil ;  my  cup  runneth  over.  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  me 
all  the  days  of  my  life,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  forever." 

The  grand  master  reports  that  the  condition  of  the  Craft  was  never  more  pros- 
perous than  now,  and  for  this  we  doubt  not  much  is  due  to  his  active  supervision, 
for  he  had  attended  many  lodge  and  district  meetings,  including  the  lodge  at  Hono- 
lulu.    Of  this  last  he  says  : 

On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  in  company  with  about  twenty  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  many  other  brethren  of  the  Jurisdiction,  I  sailed  for  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  an  official  visit  to  our  Hawaiian  Lodge,  No.  21.  A  very  pleasant  voyage  of 
seven  days  on  the  steamer  "  Australia  "  brought  us  to  the  port  of  destination.  Wc  were  very 
cordially  welcomed  and  most  hospitably  entertained  by  our  brethren  of  Honolulu.  A  magnificent 
banquet  was  given  at  the  Royal  Hawaiian  Hotel,  in  honor  of  our  visit,  and  we  were  there  reminded 
of  what  our  Ritual  teaches,  that  monarchs  have  not  thought  it  derogatory  to  their  dignity  to  join  in 
our  assemblies.  Bro.  David  Kalakaua,  the  reigning  sovereign,  was  present  on  the  occasion,  and, 
in  a  brief  address,  very  cordially  and  gracefully  welcomed  us  to  his  kingdom.  It  is  but  just  and 
proper  to  add  that  our  royal  brother  was  unceasing  in  his  efforts  to  make  our  visit  one  of  great  en- 
joyment. One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  this  regal  entertainment  was  a  feast  given  in  the 
native  Hawaiian  style.  It  was  an  occasion  that  will  long  be  remembered  by  all  who  participated 
therein. 

Their  system  of  district  inspection  seems  to  work  well,  but  this  ought  to  be  the 
rule  where  the  inspectors  are,  what  the  grand  master  found  them  to  be  in  almost 
every  instance,  "  energetic,  enthusiastic  and  accomplished  Masons." 

In  declining  to  report  many  of  the  questions  passed  upon  during  the  year,  be- 
cause they  had  been  answered  by  simple  reference  to  the  Constitution,  he  made  the 
practical  suggestion  that  as  by  their  regulations  the  Master  elect  is  required  to  have 
a  certificate  of  proficiency  in  the  entire  work  and  lectures  of  the  three  degrees  before 
he  can  be  installed,  so  also  he  ought  to  be  further  required  to  pass  a  satisfactory  ex- 
amination in  so  much  of  the  Constitution  and  General  Regulations  as  relates  directly 
to  the  government  of  a  lodge.  The  suggestion  was  a  fruitful  one,  as  a  regulation 
embodying  it  was  adopted. 

Of  the  questions  which  he  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  report  we  select 
the  following,  prefixing  figures  for  our  own  convemence  : 
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1 .  Question.  When  a  case  has  been  remanded  to  a  subordinate  lodge  for  re-trial  why  can- 
not a  demurrer  to  the  charges  be  sustained  ? 

Answer.  Because  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  remanding  the  case  established  the  suf- 
ficiency of  the  charges. 

2.  Question.  A  brother  applied  for  affiliation,  but  died  in  a  few  days  after  his  application  had 
been  received  by  the  lodge.     Should  he  receive  Masonic  burial? 

Answer.     Yes. 

3.  Question.  The  Secretary  of  a  lodge  paid  a  private  debt  to  a  member  by  giving  a  receipt 
for  dues  and  crediting  the  brother  on  the  books  of  the  lodge,  but  no  money  was  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury.    Does  such  private  arrangement  release  the  brother  from  paj'ing  his  dues  ? 

Answer.     Yes  ;  the  lodge  is  bound  by  the  action  of  its  officers. 

4.  Question.  In  the  absence  of  the  Master  of  a  lodge  has  the  Senior  Warden  the  right  to 
call  a  Past  Master  to  preside? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  In  the  absence  of  the  Master  the  Senior  Warden  has  the  right  so  to  do,  and 
in  the  absence  of  both  the  Master  and  the  Senior  Warden,  the  Junior  Warden  may  call  a  Past  Mas- 
ter to  preside ;  but  said  Warden  must  remain  in  the  lodge  during  the  meeting. 

5.  Question.  If  a  suspended  Mason  on  his  death-bed  pay  his  dues,  and  thereby  re-instate 
himself,  would  the  preferring  of  charges  against  him  excuse  the  lodge  from  burying  him  with  Ma- 
sonic honors  should  he  die  before  the  case  could  be  brought  to  trial  ? 

Answer.     No !  ,'' 

6.  Question.  Does  the  preferring  of  charges  against  a  member  of  a  lodge  deprive  him  of  any 
of  his  rights  and  privileges  before  said  charges  are  proven  ? 

Ans7ver.     No. 

7.  Question.  In  case  of  the  death  of  a  Mason  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and 
nothing  else  appearing  against  him,  should  the  Master,  at  the  request  of  any  number  of  the  breth- 
ren, call  the  lodge  together  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  or  not  he  should  be  buried  with 
Masonic  honors? 

Ans7ver.  Yes  ;  and  without  such  request  if  he  believes  that  there  would  be  a  general  disposi- 
tion to  pay  the  last  tributes  of  respect  to  the  deceased. 

8.  Question.  Is  it  lawful  to  use  the  funds  of  a  lodge  to  pay  the  funeral  expenses  of  a  Mason 
who  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues? 

Ans7uer.     No. 

9.  Question.     Is  it  lawful  to  use  the  funds  of  a  lodge  for  charity  outside  of  the  Fraternity  ? 
Answer.     No.     That  charity  which  extends  to  all  mankind  is  individual. 

10.  Question.  When  the  Master  has  sustained  the  objection  of  a  member  to  the  admission 
of  a  visitor,  should  he  divulge  to  the  other  members  of  the  lodge  the  name  of  the  brother  who 
made  the  objection? 

Answer.     I  advise  that  he  do  not. 

11.  Question.     How  should  such  visitor  be  notified,  in  open  lodge  or  privately? 
Answer.    It  is  sufficient  to  notify  the  visitor  privately. 

12.  Question.  If  said  visitor  should  demand  of  the  Master  the  name  of  the  brother  who  ob- 
jected and  his  reason,  should  he  comply  with  this  demand? 

Answer.  He  should  not.  It  is  a  private  matter  upon  which  the  Master  should  exercise  dis- 
cretion, having  in  view  the  peace  and  harmony  of  his  lodge;  and  when  his  decision  is  given  it  is 
final. 

All  of  these  indicate  the  ability  of  the  grand  master  by  showing  his  power  of 
clear  statement.  In  No.  i  the  point  is  well  made.  No.  4  is  good  law  in  Illinois, 
but  it  is  not  all  of  the  law — the  presiding  officer  may  call  any  brother  to  the  chair 
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under  such  circumstances.  No.  2  shows  that  the  grand  master  is  better  than  the 
letter  of  the  law.  Nos.  5  and  7  indicate  that  California  does  not,  like  Illinois,  put 
those  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  on  the  same  footing  with  those  suspended 
for  Masonic  offenses,  though  in  just  what  sort  of  a  limbo  it  leaves  him  is  not  quite 
apparent.  At  this  distance  it  is  hard  to  reconcile  the  right  of  the  lodge  to  incur  the 
expense  of  burying  a  suspended  brother  with  Masonic  honors,  as  set  forth  in  No.  7, 
and  the  denial  of  its  right  to  pay  other  funeral  expenses  of  the  deceased,  by  No.  8. 

With  reference  to  No.  9,  while  it  is  true  in  a  general  way  that  the  lodge  funds, 
or  the  lodge  surplus  after  paying  legitimate  lodge  expenses — and  on  the  question  of 
what  are  legitimate  expenses  opinions  differ  widely — while  it  is  true  in  a  general 
way  that  the  surplus  is  held  in  trust  for  Masonic  charity,  yet  occasions  arise  when  its 
diversion  for  the  relief  of  the  profane  will  be  justified  by  the  strictest  of  strict  con- 
structionists ;  like  the  case,  for  instance,  cited  by  Bro.  Hill  in  his  review  of  West 
Virginia,  p.  141  post,  where  by  a  colliery  explosion  thirty-nine  men  were  killed, 
leaving  twenty-three  widows  and  forty-three  children  wholly  unprovided  for.  "  Not 
one  of  these  men  were  members  of  the  Fraternity,  but,  says  the  grand  master, 
•  Masonic  charity  did  not  stop  to  inquire  as  to  the  nationality  or  creed  of  these  suf- 
ferers, but,  in  the  sacred  name  of  humanity,  came  nobly  to  the  rescue.'  A  number 
of  lodges,  unsolicited,  emptied  their  treasuries  into  the  hands  of  the  Citizens'  Relief 
Committee,  and  large  contributions  came  from  individual  Masons.  The  grand  mas- 
ter directed  that  one  hundred  dollars  should  be  sent  from  the  grand  lodge  funds, 
and  the  gi-and  lodge  approved  his  action." 

Notwithstanding  it  takes  space  that  we  can  ill  spare,  we  quote  at  length  the 
grand  master's  report  in  the  case  of  Santa  Clara  Lodge,  because  it  involves  a  ques- 
tion brought  before  our  own  grand  lodge  last  year  in  the  cases  of  Providence  and 
Cobden  lodges.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  grand  lodges  of  Illinois  and  California, 
the  one  forty-seven  and  the  other  thirty-seven  years  old,  the  question  of  the  compe- 
tency of  the  grand  lodge  to  delegate  a  power  which  the  Constitution  devolves  upon 
that  body  alone- — the  power  to  revoke  a  charter — was  first  mooted  last  year : 

A  resolution  was  adopted  at  our  last  Annual  Communication  authorizing  the  appointment  ot 
a  committee  to  visit  our  suspended  Satita  Clara  Lodge,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  trouble 
therein  existing,  and  empowering  the  grand  master,  upon  the  rendition  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
to  take  such  steps  as  in  his  judgment  might  be  deemed  expedient.  The  committee,  consisting  of 
Past  Grand  Masters  Nathaniel  Greene  Curtis  and  William  Abraham  Davies,  and  Grand 
Treasurer  Nathan  Weston  Spaulding,  proceeded  to  the  performance  of  their  duty,  and  reported, 
in  substance,  that  the  lodge  was  in  such  a  state  of  discord  that  they  deemed  it  unwise  to  return  the 
charter.  Desiring  if  possible,  to  restore  harmony  and  save  the  lodge,  I  determined  to  visit  the 
brethren  and  make  a  last  effort  to  effect  a  reconciliation.  I  therefore  informed  the  acting  Master  of 
my  intended  visit  and  requested  him  to  call  the  brethren  together.  At  the  appointed  time  I  went  to 
Santa  Clara  and  found  the  major  part  of  the  brethren  assembled  at  the  lodge  room.  Upon  thorough 
investigation  I  discovered  that  offenses  had  been  committed  which  the  lodge  had  not  sufficient 
vitality  to  punish,  and  that  the  restoration  of  the  charter  would  cause  the  well-disposed  members 
immediately  to  dimit,  and  would  also  remove  the  ban  of  suspension  from  those  who  had  evidently 
been  guilty  of  un-Masonic  conduct.  New  difficulties  here  arose.  While  I  was  satisfied  that  the 
charter  ought  to  be  revoked,  and  understood  that  the  resolution  of  this  Grand  Body  empowered  me 
to  exercise  such  authority  as  the  exigencies  required,  I  felt  then,  and  am  still  of  the  opinion,  that 
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the  revocation  of  a  charter  is  a  sovereign  act,  or  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  resides  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  alone,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  delegated.  I  further  saw  that  an  appeal,  notice  of  which 
had  been  given  prior  to  the  arrest  of  the  charter,  could  not  be  entertained  by  the  Grand  Lodge  when 
the  body  from  whose  decision  it  had  been  taken  was  not  in  existence.  I  therefore  ordered  the 
charter  continued  in  arrest  until  this  Annual  Communication,  and  cited  the  acting  Master  to  appear 
before  you  and  show  cause,  if  any,  why  the  lodge  should  not  be  declared  extinct.  I  recommend 
the  revocation  of  the  charter,  and  ask  your  carefid  attention  to  the  offenses  committed,  in  the  hope 
that  in  your  wisdom  some  measures  may  be  adopted  whereby  suitable  punishment  may  be  meted 
out  to  the  offenders  who  have  caused  discord  and  confusion  in  a  once  useful  and  honored  subordin- 
ate of  our  Jurisdiction. 

In  reference  to  this  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  the  grand  lodge  approving, 
say: 

In  the  matters  relating  to  Santa  Clara  Lodge,  No.  34,  in  addition  to  their  previous  report 
thereon,  your  committee  desire  to  say  that  the  careful  action  of  the  Grand  Master,  under  the  some- 
what indefinitely  expressed  authority  given  him  at  the  last  Annual  Communication  concerning  the 
revocation  ot  the  charter  of  that  lodge,  has  their  full  approval  ;  and  that  they  fully  agree  with  him 
in  his  conclusion  that  the  revocation  of  a  charter  is  an  act  which  can  only  be  exercised  by  the  Sov- 
ereign Power,  the  Grand  Lodge. 

When  we  said  that  opinions  differed  widely  as  to  what  constituted  legitimate 
lodge  expenses,  we  had  in  mind  the  question  involved  in  another  case  reported  by 
Grand  Master  Atkinson,  in  which  having  learned  that  a  lodge  had  voted  to  invite 
another  fraternal  organization  to  an  installation  banquet,  and  proposed  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  feast  out  of  the  lodge  funds,  he  informed  the  lodge  that  such  action 
would  be  a  direct  violation  of  an  edict  of  the  grand  lodge,  and  that  the  brethren 
should  find  some  other  source  from  whicli  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  proposed  ban- 
quet. Compliance  was  promised,  but  subsequently  the  grand  master  was  led  by  a 
certain  question  propounded,  among  others,  by  the  secretary  of  the  lodge,  to  suspect 
that  evasion  had  been  practiced,  and  on  investigating  the  matter  in  person  he  found 
that  the  senior  warden  had  contributed  enough  to  exactly  cover  the  per  capita  quota 
of  the  number  of  visitors  present,  and  that  at  a  subsequent  meeting  that  officer  was 
reported  to  be  in  distress,  whereupon  a  donation  was  made  for  his  relief,  out  of  the 
lodge  funds,  which  was  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  advanced  by  him  for  the  banquet. 
Confession  then  followed  that  this  had  been  done  "to  whip  the  devil  round  the 
stump,"  and  the  lodge  was  severely  dealt  with,  as  it  deserved  to  be,  for  what  the 
committee  on  jurisprudence  called  its  "  unmanly  and  dishonorable  proceeding." 

We  agree  with  the  jurisprudence  committee  that  "  the  grand  lodge  has,  and 
ought  to  exercise,  the  same  right  to  call  any  lodge  and  its  members  to  account  for  an 
improper  use  of  its  funds,  as  for  any  other  Masonic  offense,"  but  from  the  following 
we  are  led  to  infer  that  the  edict  referred  to  was  the  committee's  deliverance  in  1873, 
and  that  it  is  interpreted  to  inhibit  "  eats  and  drinks  "  at  the  expense  of  the  lodge 
funds  even  where  none  but  Masons  are  present.     The  committee  say : 

This  matter  of  using  the  lodge  moneys  for  providing  sumptuous  collations,  or  even  little 
"  eats  and  drinks,"  as  they  were  termed  by  one  of  the  members,  in  honor  of  newly  installed  officers, 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1872  :  and  in  1873  your 
committee  in  its  report  for  that  year,  referred  to  the  unwarrantable  practice  in  the  following  lan- 
guage :— 
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"A  Masonic  Lodge  is  established  for  certain  purposes  of  charity  and  society,  and  gathers  its 
unds  for  the  promotion  of  those  purposes.  For  such  purposes  it  has  the  inalienable  right  to  expend 
all  its  available  funds,  and,  if  need  be,  to  call  upon  its  members  for  unusual  contributions.  It  holds 
the  funds  in  trust  for  those  purposes,  and  none  other,  and  whenever  it  uses  them  or  allows  them  to 
be  used  for  any  other,  it  becomes  false  to  its  trust  and  should  be  held  to  strict  account." 

If  our  inference  is  correct,  and  we  further  judge  that  it  is  so  from  the  remark  of 
the  committee  that  "it  is  well  enough,  if  the  members  of  a  lodge  choose  to  give  din- 
ners or  collations  to  their  newly  installed  officers,  and  can  afford  to  pay  for  them  in- 
dividually, that  they  should  do  so,  but  it  is  simply  shameful  to  take  the  funds  of  the 
lodge  to  pay  the  bills,"  then  we  think  the  just  indignation  of  the  committee  over  the 
case  in  hand  has  led  them  into  an  assertion  that  is  too  sweeping.  "  There  is  that 
scattereth  and  yet  increaseth,"  and  we  think  there  are  occasions  when  the  "  society" 
purpose  of  the  lodge  may  be  as  properly  looked  after  as  the  charity  puqjose,  and 
when  a  judicious  expenditure  of  lodge  funds  for  social  purposes,  including  colla- 
tions, may  be  as  proper  and  lawful  and  as  conducive  to  the  real  welfare  of  the  lodge 
and  of  the  Fraternity  as  their  expenditure  for  the  sumptuous  fitting  and  furnishing  of 
lodge  premises,  which  goes  on  unquestioned  in  California,  as  elsewhere. 

The  grand  master  announced  the  death  of  two  distinguished  pa.st  grand  masters, 
Leonidas  E.  Pratt  and  Jonathan  Doan  Hines,  both  men  of  marked  ability. 
Bro.  Hines  met  his  death  by  accident  while  returning  from  a  meeting  of  his  lodge, 
at  which  he  had  been  installed  for  the  sixth  time  as  Master.  His  horses  took  fright, 
became  unmanagable,  and  he  was  thrown  out,  receiving  injuries  which  soon  proved 
fatal. 

The  report  of  Grand  Secretary  Abell,  which  exhibits  the  same  excellence  that 
has  caused  its  predecessors  to  be  everywhere  quoted  as  models,  contains  the  usual 
statement  that  "  the  annual  returns  of  all  the  lodges  have  been  received,  and  that  all 
their  dues  have  been  paid  in  full." 

The  reports  of  the  Masonic  boards  of  relief  at  San  Francisco,  Oakland,  Sacra- 
mento, Los  Angeles,  Stockton  and  San  Jose  are  published  in  the  proceedings.  Four 
cases  from  Illinois  received  aid  from  the  San  Francisco  board,  aggregating  ^348.70, 
and  one  brother,  C.  S.  Moody,  of  Dearborn  Lodge,  No.  310,  was  buried  with  Ma- 
sonic honors,  under  its  direction.  Three  Illinoisans  received  aid  from  the  Los  An- 
geles board,  the  amount  not  given,  and  another  who  died  was  embalmed  and 
shipped  home  at  the  request  and  expense  of  the  lodge  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
at  Sullivan.  Our  California  brethren  through  these  organized  charities  have  set  the 
Fraternity  throughout  the  country  a  noble  example  of  mindfulness  of  their  duty  to 
indigent  and  suffering  strangers  within  their  gates. 

The  grand  lodge  could  not  see  its  way  clear  to  contribute  to  the  building  of  a 
monument  to  Thomas  Starr  King,  past  grand  orator,  whose  tongue  of  flame  was 
perhaps  the  most  potent  factor  in  holding  California  to  the  support  of  the  Union 
during  the  war,  because,  it  said  that  neither  itself  nor  any  of  its  subordinates  could 
appropriate  any  of  their  funds  except   for  charity  or  necessary  expenses.     We  are 
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glad  that  this  view  did  not  prevent  the  grand  lodge  from  asking  the  retiring  grand 
master  to  sit  for  his  portrait,  or  from  choosing  a  committee  to  select  a  testimonial 
for  him. 

The  grand  orator,  John  Nelles  Young,  delivered  an  oration  quite  brilliant  in 
its  way,  in  which  much  that  is  true  about  the  conservative  and  moral  force  of  the 
Institution  is  mixed  with  much  repetition  of  exploded  theories  as  to  its  origin  and 
antiquity. 

Six  charters  were  granted,  and  two  dispensations  continued. 

Hiram  Newton  Ruckf.r,  of  Merced,  was  elected  grand  master;  Alex. 
GuRDON  Abell,  San  Francisco,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  83),  by  Bro.  Wm.  Henry  Hill,  reviews 
the  proceedings  of  fifty-three  American  grand  lodges,  and  to  his  work  is  appended 
nineteen  pages  of  translations  and  abstracts  of  the  proceedings  of  foreign  grand 
bodies,  furnished  by  the  grand  secretary. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  reviewing  Bro.  Hill's  work  in  this  department  in  our 
first  report,  written  nineteen  years  ago,  and  yet  to-day  his  pages  have  all  the  breezi- 
ness  of  youth.  Illinois  gets  extended  and  fraternal  notice,  and  quotations  are  made 
from  Grand  Master  DarrAH's  remarks  upon  the  twin  vices  of  intemperance  and 
profanity,  and  from  the  address  of  Grand  Chaplain  Thomas  at  the  dedication  of  the 
Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'  Home.  He  heartily  endorses  the  strictures  of  the  grand 
master  on  unaffiliated  Masons ;  and,  noting  that  Bro.  Clements  in  his  "  excellent 
oration"  half  suggests  that  Moses  originated  Masonry,  says  :  "  Solomon  is  far  back 
enough  for  us."  Considering  that  only  a  few  years  ago  the  grand  mastership  of 
Enoch  was  quite  generally  swallowed,  this  is  hopeful  progress.  The  work  and 
character  of  the  lamented  Gurney  receive  the  highest  praise.  Bro.  Hill  seems  the 
least  bit  uneasy  because  since  Illinois  decided  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  was 
the  very  highest  authority  as  to  what  lodges  were  regular  in  that  Province,  England 
won't  swing  on  our  gate  any  more.  We  dislike  to  be  the  cause  of  solicitude  to  our 
friends,  but  we  can't  well  see  how  to  help  it;  and  if  to-morrow  Masons  should  come 
knocking  at  our  doors,  hailing  from  lodges  in  San  Fi-ancisco  chartered  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Patagonia,  we  suppose  that  Illinois,  having  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  California  as  sovereign  within  its  territorial  jurisdiction,  would  be  just  foolish 
enough  to  feel  bound  to  accept  the  decision  of  California,  rather  than  Patagonia,  as 
to  their  legitimacy. 

Bro.  Hill  wonders  what  sort  of  a  Mason  he  was  who  asked  the  grand  master 
whether  a  Mason  "  can  vote  as  he  pleases  on  any  question  before  the  lodge,"  but  we 
have  heard  of  Masons  who  were  "  smoked  out "  of  lodges  for  doing  that ;  concedes 
that  the  Georgia  decision  that  "  the  Master,  Senior  Warden  and  Junior  Warden  con- 
stitute a  lodge,  and  may  transact  all  the  ordinary  business  of  the  lodge,"  corresponds 
to  the  ritual  of  the  Master  Mason's  degree,  but  is  at  a  loss  to  know  how  these  three 
only  can  open  and  close  a  lodge  in  form,  which  leads  us  to  remark  that  a  good  many 

at 
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brethren  generally  find  themselves  at  a  loss  when  their  grand  master  lets  himself 
loose  to  hunt  law  in  other  portions  of  the  ritual  besides  the  covenants;  is  waiting, 
with  reference  to  the  "perfect  youth "  question,  to  see  the  " false  teeth "  objector 
rise  next,  as  he  believes  that  every  other  deiect,  except,  perhaps,  it  may  be  the  bald 
head,  has  been  honored  by  judicial  notice ;  sensibly  believes  that  the  daughter  of  a 
Mason  is  none  the  less  a  Mason's  daughter  for  getting  married ;  queries  whether  the 
assumption  of  Grand  Master  Witt,  of  Keiitucky,  that  nearly  270,000  of  the  600,000 
Masons  in  the  United  States  are  descended  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  grand  lodge 
of  the  Blue  Grass  Commonwealth,  is  not  "  somewhat  gushy ;"  agrees,  as  we  do,  with 
Bro.  Staton,  of  Kentucky,  that  public  work  cannot  be  done  while  the  lodge  is 
at  refreshment  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  Junior  Warden,  but  must  be  per- 
formed while  the  lodge  is  at  labor,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Master;  properly 
takes  occasion  to  correct  the  threadbare  misstatement  that  of  all  the  generals  of  the 
Revolution  Arnold  alone  was  not  a  Mason,  this  time  made  use  of  by  a  Maryland 
orator;  says  of  the  recommendation  of  Grand  Master  Shoemaker,  of  Michigan, 
that  the  grand  lodge  should  require  that  all  Masonic  funerals  should  be  conducted 
by  lodges,  and  that  a  specified  number  of  the  members  of  the  commanderies  be  re- 
quested to  act  as  escort,  when  the  deceased  is  a  member  of  the  Templar  order,  that 
such  is  the  usage  in  California,  respecting  which  we  may  say  that  the  prejiaration  of 
a  burial  service  by  a  body  whose  members  are  all  Masons,  to  supercede  the  regular 
burial  service  of  the  Craft,  is  an  impertinence,  if  not  disloyalty ;  holds  with  the  grand 
master  of  Montana  that  "  the  God  believed  in  by  Masons  must  be  the  God  of  the 
Bible,"  by  which  we  suppose  he  means,  if  he  means  anything,  that  a  Mason's  con- 
ception of  God  must  be  the  average  Jewish  conception  of  from  two  thousand  to  four 
thousand  years  ago,  and  which  we  venture  to  say  is  not  entertained  either  by  Bro. 
Hill  or  our  Montana  brother,  all  of  which  goes  to  show  how  soon  we  strike  into 
profitless  discord  when  we  depart  from  the  law  of  Masonry  "  concerning  God  and 
religion,"  and  attempt  to  define  where  that  great  statute  of  religious  liberty  simply 
affirms ;  betrays  a  desire  to  see  the  work  performed  with  the  accessories  of  wardrobe 
and  scenery,  and  hankers  after  the  "lodge  of  sorrow"  which  some  grand  lodges 
have  borrowed  from  the  so-called  Scottish  Rite  bodies. 


CANADA,  1887. 

This  volume  contains  the  proceedings  of  an  especial  communication  held  at 
Petrolia,  Ont.,  June  28,  1887,  when  Grand  Master  Robertson  laid  the  corner-stone 
of  a  new  Masonic  temple,  and  of  the  annual  communication,  held  at  Brockville, 
July  13,  1887,  when  among  others  present  was  the  representative  of  Illinois.  The 
address  of  the  grand  master  (Henry  L.  Robertson,  LL.  B.,)  reports  the  condition 
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of  the  Craft  as  one  of  the  greatest  harmony  and  prosperity,  new  lodges  organized, 
new  temples  built,  the  work  improved,  and  more  than  the  usual  relief  extended  to 
the  suffering.  The  jubilee  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria  gave  the  grand 
master  occasion  to  refer  to  her  in  terms  of  loyal  devotion.  Among  other  things,  he 
says  : 

She  has  further  claims  upon  the  Craft  from  her  Masonic  associations.  Her  Royal  ancestors 
have  been  patrons  of  the  Fraternity.  Seventeen  of  the  Princes  of  blood  royal  of  England  have  been 
Freemasons.  Our  gracious  Sovereign  is  the  danghter  ot  a  Freemason,  her  uncles  were  Freemasons, 
her  sons  are  Freemasons,  and  she  has  a  grandson  who  is  also  a  member  of  our  Order. 

The  Board  of  General  Purposes,  a  body  having  within  itself  all  the  functions 
which  with  us  are  distributed  among  numerous  committees,  in  seconding  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  grand  master  for  an  address  to  the  Queen,  say : 

Our  beloved  Sovereign,  surrounded  as  she  is  by  our  atmosphere  of  Masonry,  would  seem  to 
regulate  her  life  and  govern  her  actions  by  Masonic  precepts.  What  an  answer  it  is  to  those  who 
allege  that  Masonry  is  disloyal  and  revolutionary  in  its  teachings,  that  those  whose  interests  are  in 
the  highest  degree  dependent  upon  loyalty  and  stable  and  wise  government,  should  become  mem- 
bers of  our  Order;  and  that  we  should  find  among  the  princes,  the  judges  and  the  soldiers  of  the 
Empire,  a  band  of  Masons  prepared  to  maintain  to  the  last  integrity  of  the  free  Institutions  under 
which  we  live. 

The  grand  master  having  attended  the  Masonic  Convention  at  Chicago,  reports 
his  impressions.     Among  other  things,  he  says : 

The  attendance  was  not  large,  but  the  proceedings  and  discussions  were  exceedingly  interest- 
ing and  instructive.  No  one  present  favored  the  idea  of  a  general  Grand  Lodge,  and  a  resolution 
was  passed  strongly  upholding  the  doctrine  of  the  absolute  supremacy  of  Grand  Lodges  in  their 
several  jurisdictions. 

The  question  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  candidates  was  strongly  argued  on  both 
sides,  but  the  weight  of  opinion  and  argument  was  decidedly  against  that  doctrine. 

On  physical  qualifications,  the  rule  was  stated  to  be  that  a  candidate  who  was  capable  of  com- 
plying literally  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  degrees  was  eligible  to  admission. 

On  avouchment,  the  prevailing  sentiment  was  that  no  brother  should  vouch  for  a  visitor,  un- 
less he  had  sat  with  him  in  a  regular  lodge  or  had  examined  him  as  one  of  a  committee  appointed 
by  the  Master  for  that  purpose. 

It  has  been  proposed  that  these  meetings  should  be  continued  annually,  and  in  my  opinion 
great  good  would  result  therefrom,  in  the  advisory  settlement  of  disputed  questions  of  inter-juris- 
dictional  interest,  in  the  knowledge  obtained  of  improved  methods  of  conducting  our  Masonic  work 
and  in  the  more  complete  development  of  fraternal  intercourse.  It  afforded  me  much  pleasure  to 
extend  to  these  distinguished  brethren  an  invitation  to  hold  their  next  meeting  in  the  City  of 
Toronto. 

He  reports  hopefully  on  measures  instituted  by  him  to  secure  greater  uniformity 
of  work  ;  cautions  young  brethren  against  canvassing  for  members;  and  enforced  the 
necessity  of  greater  care  in  the  admission  of  visitors  by  reporting  a  case  in  which  an 
impostor,  claiming  to  hail  from  a  Michigan  lodge,  gained  admission  and  finally  affil- 
iated with  one  of  their  lodges. 

That  our  younger  readers  may  fully  understand  the  following  reference  to  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France,  it  may  be  necessary  to  remind  them  that  in  1878  the  Grand 
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Lodge  of  Canada  interdicted  all  intercourse  with  that  body  and  the  Masons  of  its 
obedience,  because  it  had  ceased  to  make  a  belief  in  Deity  a  prerequisite  to  mem- 
bership. Most  American  grand  lodges  had  previously  issued  edicts  of  non-inter- 
course either  on  account  of  the  Grand  Orient  having  countenanced  an  invasion  of 
Louisiana,  or  on  account  of  its  having,  at  a  later  date,  abolished  the  grand  master- 
ship.    Grand  Master  Robertson  says  : 

In  answer  to  certain  queries  which  were  submitted  by  our  Royal  Solomon  Mother  Lodge  at 
Jerusalem,  and  which  were  referred  to  me  by  the  Board  of  General  Purposes,  I  directed  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  reply  as  follows  :  "  That  a  brother  who  acknowledges  and  professes  a  belief  in  the 
Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe,  and  who  acknowledges  this  belief  to  be  an  essential  landmark  of 
the  Order,  and  who  was  made  a  Mason  in  a  lodge  holding  under  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  before 
the  Grand  Orient  altered  its  constitution  as  to  that  belief,  may  be  admitted  to  any  lodge  under  the 
Grand  Registery  of  Canada." 

"  A  petition  for  a  new  lodge  should  be  signed  by  such  brothers  only  as  come  under  the  above 
rule." 

"  The  Royal  Solomon  Mother  Lodge  may  receive  petitions  for  affiliation  from,  and  may  ad- 
mit as  members,  brothers  who  come  within  the  terms  of  the  above  rule,  as  applicable  to  Masons  of 
French  origin  or  that  of  any  other  Grand  Jurisdiction." 

Both  the  grand  master  and  the  board  of  general  purposes  speak  of  the  death 
of  Bro.  GuRNEY  in  terms  of  regret,  and  of  his  character  with  high  appreciation. 

The  grand  master  reported  that  he  had  refused  to  permit  Masons  to  appear  in 
public  with  other  societies,  or  jointly  to  occupy  halls  with  them.  Three  charters 
were  granted  and  two  dispensations  continued. 

A  revised  Constitution  was  adopted  whereof  only  the  clauses  that  were  amended 
appear  in  this  volume,  the  original  draft  having  been  published  in  i8S6.  The  grand 
master  and  deputy  grand  master  are  chosen  by  nomination  to  be  handed  to  the  grand 
secretary,  and  if  more  than  one  brother  be  nominated,  then  by  ballot  of  grand  lodge ; 
the  district  deputy  grand  masters  by  a  majority  of  the  past  masters  and  representa- 
tives of  their  district  present  at  the  grand  lodge,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
grand  master;  honorary  membership  and  brevet  rank  maybe  conferred  by  the  grand 
lodge  on  eminent  brethren  of  other  grand  jurisdictions,  and  brevet  rank  on  any  of 
its  own  members.  The  board  of  general  purposes  is  retained  and  with  it  the  anom- 
aly of  the  grand  master  being  a  member  of  a  body  over  which  he  does  not  preside, 
the  deputy  grand  master  being  ex  officio  president  of  the  board.  District  deputy 
grand  masters  are  grand  masters  in  fact,  for  the  time  being,  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, being  clothed  with  the  power  to  order  the  immediate  reinstatement  of  any 
brother  who  in  their  judgment  has  been  unjustly  or  illegally  suspended  from  any  of  his 
Masonic  functions  or  privileges,  and  to  suspend  any  lodge  or  brother  who  shall  fail 
to  comply  with  such  order,  reporting  the  circumstances  to  the  grand  master.  No 
criticism  is  to  be  made  on  this  so  far  as  it  refers  to  brethren  who  have  been  illegally 
suspended,  it  being  one  of  the  proper  functions  of  the  grand  master  to  require  of  all 
lodges  conformity  to  law ;  but  where  the  proceedings  have  been  regular  and  lawful, 
the  question  o{  \)^e.  jiisiice  of  the  sentence  imposed  by  the  lodge  is  one  whose  settle- 
ment the  Charges  of  a  Freemason  leaves  to  the  grand  lodge  alone. 
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Henry  Robertson,  LL.  B.,  of  CoUingwood,  was  re-elected  grand  master;  J. 
J.  Mason,  Hamilton,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

Toronto  was  selected  as  the  next  place  of  meeting. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence,  and  we  find  no  mention  of  the  subject. 
The  volume  before  us,  however,  is  an  imperfect  one,  some  of  the  matter  being  dupli- 
cated by  the  binder  and  another  block  of  ten  pages  omitted  altogether.  That  por- 
tion of  the  revised  Constitution  containing  the  name  is  missing,  but  from  the  cover 
we  judge  the  name  of  the  grand  lodge  now  to  be,  "  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Canada,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario." 


COLORADO,   1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Denver,  Sept.  20,  1S87.  In  his  brief, ^usiness-like 
address  the  grand  master  (Albert  H.  Branch)  states  that  when  installed  he  fully 
expected  to  have  been  so  situated  that  he  could  devote  much  of  his  time  to  Masonic 
work,  but  was  disappointed,  having  been  called  to  an  official  position  most  exacting 
in  its  demands  to  the  public.  He  states  that  while  there  has  been  no  marked  in- 
crease of  membership  during  the  year,  he  finds  it  was  not  because  the  lodges  were 
not  doing  the  usual  amount  of  work,  but  because  many  of  them  had  been  weeding 
out  their  delinquent  members.  Like  all  other  grand  masters  he  reports  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  letters  received  were  answered  by  referring  the  writers  to  the  particular 
sections  of  the  law  applicable  to  the  respective  cases,  but  we  see  that  he  found  it 
necessary  to  decide  that  a  man  having  lost  the  little  finger  of  the  right  hand  is  eligible 
for  the  degrees,  and  the  decision  was  properly  approved. 

Speaking  out  of  his  brief  experience,  the  grand  master  recommended  that  it  be 
made  obligatory  upon  lodges  to  require  of  all  visiting  brethren  either  a  receipt  for 
dues  or  a  certificate  of  membership  from  their  respective  lodges,  under  seal  and  of  a 
date  not  later  than  the  beginning  of  the  current  year,  in  order  to  protect  the  lodges 
against  those  who  had  been  suspended  or  expelled.  2nd.  That  lodges  ought  not  to 
be  burdened  with  giving  a  brother  a  Masonic  trial  who  had  been  convicted  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  any  crime  whereof  the  punishment  is  confinement  in  the 
county  jail  or  State  penitentiary,  and  that  they  should  be  authorized  to  expel  such 
parties  summarily.  3rd.  That  the  by-laws  relating  to  liquor  selling  (Sec.  125)  should 
be  made  more  stringent.  The  committee  on  jurisprudence  without  pointing  out  other 
objections  to  the  first  recommendation,  say,  with  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  grand 
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lodge,  that  no  rule  can  justly  "pply  to  all  cases,  and  that  masters  of  lodges  should 
satisfy  themselves  in  their  own  way.  Of  the  proposed  liquor  legislation,  with  like 
unanimous  approval,  the  conmiiltce  say  : 

Concerning  the  reconimer  datioiis  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  that  further  steps  be  taken  to 
emphasize  the  position  of  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  the  subject  of  temperance,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion,  if  they  understand  tlie  sentiment  of  this  Grand  Lodge  correctly, 

ist.  That  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  lodges  will  do  a  service  to  their  members  who  may 
be  engaged  in  the  liquor  tra£Sc,  by  explaining  to  them  what  the  tendency  is,  and  advising  them  to 
retire  from  the  business  before  further  action  be  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge.     And 

2d.  That  as  our  law  prohibits  the  affiliation  or  initiation  of  one  engaged  in  the  liquor  traffic, 
lodges  be  hereby  instructed  to  add  to  blank  petitions  the  following  question,  and  require  answer 
thereto  ;  and  that  the  question  be  added  to  those  printed  in  the  form  on  page  261  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  1886  :  "  Are  you  engaged  in  any  manner  in  the  liquor  traffic,  and  do  you  agree  not  to  be- 
come so  engaged  in  the  future?  " 

The  committee  are  not  favorable  to  other  legislation  as  proposed  in  the  address  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  and  would  deprecate  any  change  whatever  in  section  125  of  the  by-laws. 

The  deputy  grand  master  (Geo.  K.  Kimball)  had  charge  of  the  Craft  from 
December  to  the  following  September.  Of  the  points  presented  in  his  address  those 
approved  by  the  jurisprudence  committee  and  the  grand  lodge  present  nothing  novel. 
Two  were  disapproved:  the  first  in  which  he  had  advised  that  a  waiver  of  jurisdic- 
tion over  a  non-affiliated  Mason  by  the  lodge  in  whose  territory  he  lived,  was  neces- 
sary before  he  could  join  in  the  organization  of  a  new  lodge  ;  the  second  in  which 
the  deputy  grand  master  instructed  a  lodge  not  to  recognize  as  a  Mason  a  citizen  of 
Colorado  who  had  received  the  degrees  in  St.  Louis.     Of  these  the  committee  say  : 

A  waiver  of  jurisdiction  incase  of  a  brother  seeking  to  join  in  the  organization  of  a  new  lodge, 
is  improper.  If  he  resides  in  the  place  where  the  new  lodge  is  to  start,  he  is  competent  to  join  in 
the  request  for  a  dispensation.  Not  joining  therein,  and  yet  desiring  to  become  a  charter  member, 
the  law  points  the  way. 

Relative  to  the  citizen  of  Leadville  who  received  the  degrees  in  St.  Louis,  the  R.  W.  Deputy 
Grand  Master  instructed  the  Master  at  Leadville  not  to  recognize  him  as  a  Mason.  By  our  law  the 
lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  are  permitted  to  exercise  their  own  discretion  in  such  cases,  and  therefore 
correspondence  thereon  from  the  Gr.-ind  Master  should  be  in  the  nature  of  advice  only. 

The  subject  of  the  burial  of  non-affiliates  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  juris- 
prudence last  year,  and  we  are  glad  to  copy  the  substance  of  the  report  made  this 
year,  because  its  moderate  tone  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  utterances  of  a  decade  ago  in 
all  the  younger  jurisdictions.  It  is  a  good  deal  for  a  frontier  grand  lodge  in  whose 
sparsely  settled  territory  the  burdens  of  the  Institution  are  necessarily  so  heavy  that 
to  evade  them  seems  the  climax  of  meanness  to  those  who  are  ever  ready  to  bear 
their  share — it  is  a  good  deal  for  the  grand  lodge  to  recognize  the  fact  that  the  un- 
affiliated Mason  may  possibly  have  an  equitable  claim  to  fraternal  treatment.  By 
and  by  it  will  see  that  he  has  also  a  lawful  claim  as  well.     The  committee  say : 

That  a  lodge  being  requested  to  act  should  use  its  discretion  according  to  the  circumstances. 
There  are  many  Masons  who  have  contributed  to  the  support  of  the  Fraternity  and  their  needy 
brethren  for  years,  who  entertain  for  it  a  high  respect,  who  are  themselves  worthy  and  honorable 
men,  blessed  with  many  Masonic  friends,  and  are  yet  for  the  lime  being  unafTiliated.  At  the  de- 
cease of  such,  upon  proper  request,  we  conceive  it  to  be  eminently  proper  that  the  lodge  should 
confer  burial. 
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On  the  other  hand,  at  the  death  of  a  non-affiliate  who  has  lived  without  friendship  for  the  In- 
stitution, or  whose  character  has  been  one  of  reproach,  we  would  not  bestow  burial.  We  think  the 
decision  of  these  questions  may  be  committed  to  the  lodges  where  the  parties  have  resided,  to  pass 
verdict  according  to  the  circumstances,  just  as  they  now  decide  upon  the  worthiness  of  an  applicant 
for  the  degrees  of  Masonry.  The  non-affiliate  possessing  no  inherent  right  to  the  services  of  the 
lodge  the  favorable  disposition  of  the  brethren  should  be  substantially  unanimous,  of  which  the 
master  should  be  satisfied  by  a  ballot  or  otherwise.  Strong  objections  by  members  to  the  burial  of 
a  non-affiliate  should  not  be  lightly  waived. 

Besides  a  brief,  unequal,  but  in  the  main  excellent  oration  by  the  grand  orator, 
Bro.  John  M.  Maxwell,  addresses  were  made  by  Past  Grand  Master  Bromwell, 
of  Illinois,  now  a  member  of  Denver  Lodge,  No.  5,  and  Past  Grand  Master  Teller, 
of  Colorado,  the  representative  of  Illinois. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  in  a  special  report  on  life  membership  mani- 
festly look  upon  it  with  misgivmg,  and  apparently  rather  in  deference  to  the  will  of 
the  grand  lodge  than  as  expressing  their  own  choice,  reported  the  following  guarded 
provision,  which  was  adopted : 

134.  A  lodge  may  exempt  its  members  from  the  payment  of  dues  for  a  series  of  years  or 
through  life,  upon  the  payment  of  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  lodge  may  determine,  but  not  to  exceed 
ten  per  cent,  of  the  members  shall  be  exempt  at  the  same  time  unless  the  lodge  shall  set  apart  and 
invest  the  amount  paid  for  exemption,  and  expend  only  its  income;  in  which  event  no  restriction 
shall  attain  upon  the  number  of  exemptions  the  lodge  may  create.  Exemptions  from  dues  shall 
cease  upon  diraissiou  and  affiliation  with  another  lodge.  Provided,  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  annul  or  in  any  manner  affect  the  by-laws  of  any  lodge,  now  in  force,  exempting  its 
members  from  payment  of  dues  after  attaining  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

The  grand  lodge  disposed  of  a  brief  appeal  docket  of  three  cases  and  granted 
five  charters. 

A  certificate  was  presented  to  the  grand  lodge,  issued  by  the  Master  of  Michigan 
Lodge,  No.  50,  Jackson,  Mich.,  that  in  187S  Calvin  C.  Burt  was  expelled  by  said 
lodge,  that  he  appealed  to  the  grand  lodge,  and  that  in  January,  1880,  that  body  sus- 
tained the  sentence.  The  paper  was  placed  on  file,  and  as  there  is  nothing  in  the 
proceedings  leading  to  or  from  this  particular  item  of  business,  showing  that  Colo- 
rado had  any  material  interest  in  it,  we  can  only  conclude  that  it  is  always  in  order 
out  West,  when  no  other  business  presents  itself,  to  take  a  whack  at  Burt. 

George  K.  Kimball,  of  Golden,  was  elected  grand  master;  Ed.  C.  Parme- 
lee,  Pueblo,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  74)  by  Bro.  George  Wyman,  briefly  reviews 
the  proceedings  of  forty-six  American  grand  lodges,  among  them  Illinois,  six  pages 
being  devoted  to  our  proceedings.  Extended  quotations  are  made  from  the  address 
of  Grand  Master  Darrah,  Grand  Orator  Clements'  oration  is  highly  praised,  and 
the  remarks  of  Bro.  Cregier  on  presenting  Bro.  Gurney's  last  report  are  copied 
entire,  as  is  also  the  report  of  Bro.  Ginther,  from  the  committee  on  petitions,  rela- 
tive to  the  establishment  of  lodges  to  work  in  the  German  language;  the  latter  being 
selected  as  containing  about  all  there  is  to  be  said  on  one  side  of  the  question. 
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The  views  of  Grand  Master  Darrah  upon  "  physical  qualifications  "  are  char- 
acterized as  being  quite  liberal,  and,  as  Bro.  Wyman  believes,  in  accord  with  the 
current  of  true  Masonic  usage  to-day. 

Bro.  Wyman  in  the  kindness  of  his  heart  worries  a  good  deal  about  the  last 
estate  of  those  grand  lodges  who  have  interdicted  intercourse  with  the  lodges  in 
Quebec  which  the  grand  lodge  of  that  province  declares  to  be  unlawful  bodies,  and 
thereby  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  Illinois  comes 
in  for  her  share  of  his  fraternal  sympathy.  While  she  has  this  Illinois  cannot  be 
wholly  unhappy. 

Bro.  Wyman  thinks  there  is  a  good  deal  of  unnecessary  appealing  to  grand 
masters  on  the  subject  of  physical  qualifications,  and  that  a  lodge  can  judge  as  well 
as  he,  and,  he  might  have  added  as  a  better  reason,  that  nothing  the  grand  master 
can  say  can  relieve  the  lodge  of  the  necessity  of  deciding  the  question  for  itself,  be- 
cause he  can  no  more  set  aside  the  landmark  than  the  lodge  can;  is  glad  to  see  Dela- 
ware take  a  "moderate  attitude"  in  the  England- Quebec  quarrel;  is  led  by  a  Mich- 
igan case  where  the  progress  of  a  candidate  was  stopped  at  the  threshold,  to  say  that 
senior  deacons  should  allow  candidates  to  answer  the  most  momentous  question  they 
meet  in  their  progress  without  suggestion  or  interfeience,  to  which  we  would  add  that 
Masters  should  also  allow  him  to  answer  unprompted  when  once  satisfied  that 
the  purport  of  the  question  has  been  fully  comprehended ;  is  not  inclined  "  to  kick 
on  three-eighths  of  an  inch,"  that  being  the  amount  of  shortening  of  an  inde.x  finger 
upon  which  judicial  notice  was  invoked  in  Mississippi ;  pertinently  says  of  the  timid 
concession  by  a  Missouri  committee  that  a  grand  master  might  be  justified  in  grant- 
ing a  dispensation  to  bury  a  non-affiliate  who  had  become  so  by  non-payment  of 
dues — wherein  inability  from  ill-health  was  a  partial  factor — and  had  slowly  accum- 
ulated by  day  labor  money  sufficient  to  pay  his  arrearages,  but  was  taken  ill  and  died 
before  reinstatement  could  be  accomplished — "  If  this  unwilling  approval  is  the 
charity  that  *  extends  beyond  the  grave  '  please  give  us  some  other  kind  in  ours;" 
thinks  with  the  grand  master  of  North  Carolina  that  there  should  be  a  greater  ob- 
servance of  the  social  features  of  Masonry;  seems  to  think  that  the  strict  construc- 
tionists on  the  "physical  qualifications"  questions  would  be  in  a  stronger  position  if 
they  stood  squarely  on  the  landmark  and  declined  to  enter  into  argument  to  explain 
the  reason  for  its  existence,  whereas  the  landmark  affords  no  standing  ground  for 
those  who  can  fairly  be  called  strict  constructionists,  its  plain  requirement  being  only 
the  absence  of  such  maim  or  defect  as  would  prevent  such  conformity  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  several  degrees  as  will  place  the  candidate  on  an  equal  footing  with  his 
fellows  in  the  matter  of  preferment ;  discloses  what  had  before  escaped  our  notice, 
that  Colorado  has  followed  Illinois  in  declaring  that  the  so-called  past  master's  de- 
gree is  not  essential  for  installation;  and  shows  his  own  level-headedness  by  the  re- 
mark that  a  brother  reviewer's  head  is  level  who  declares  that  blue  lodge  Masonry 
should  not  be  allowed  to  suffer  from  any  conflict  that  may  go  on  between  "  high  de- 
gree" Masons. 
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CONNECTICUT,  1888. 

This  volume  contains  the  proceedings  of  nine  emergent  communications  for 
dedicating  halls,  laying  corner-stones,  etc.,  at  nearly  all  of  which  addresses  were  de- 
Hvered  and  which,  taken  together,  are  of  an  unusually  high  order  of  merit.  Easily 
the  most  interesting  of  them  is  the  historical  address  by  the  Rev.  Brother  A.  N. 
Lewis,  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  hall  and  the  celebration  of  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  Frederick  Lodge,  No.  14,  at  Plainville.  The  lodge  had  been  located 
at  Farmington  originally,  declined  during  the  anti- Masonic  crusade,  was  dormant  for 
several  years,  and  became  extinct  in  1849.  I"  1S59  it  was  resuscitated  at  Plainville. 
The  original  Frederick  Lodge  was  one  of  the  six  chartered  in  Connecticut  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  It  was  really  a  daughter  of  the  American 
Union  Lodge,  an  army  lodge,  constituted  while  the  patriot  army  was  at  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  in  1776,  and  traveling  with  the  Connecticut  Line.  It  met  and  did  work  at 
Redding,  Conn. ;  Nelson's  Point,  N.  Y.;  Morristown,  N.  J. ;  Verplanck's  Point  and 
West  Point,  N.  Y.  At  Nelson's  Point,  N.  Y.,  June  24,  1779,  this  lodge  kept  the 
festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  Bro.  George  Washington  participated  in  the 
banquet  and  celebration ;  retiring  at  the  close,  to  the  barge,  attended  by  the  wardens 
and  secretary,  amidst  a  crowd  of  brethren,  the  music  playing  '  God  Save  America,' 
where  he  embarked,  his  departure  being  announced  by  three  cheers  from  the  shore, 
answered  by  three  from  the  barge,  the  music  playing  the  '  Grenadier  March.'  "  At 
the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  Dec.  27,  1779,  which  was  celebrated  at  Mor- 
ristown, N.  J.,  Washington  was  present  in  the  lodge  as  a  visitor.  The  leading 
members  of  Frederick  Lodge  were  made  in  this  lodge.  The  old  records  quoted  by 
Bro.  Lewis  throw  some  side  lights  on  the  habits  of  the  brethren,  the  "  bill  of  ex- 
pense for  the  evening"  making  its  appearance  in  the  minutes  in  1792  and  from  that 
time  forward.  From  collateral  evidence  Bro.  Lewis  concludes  that  the  "  bill  of  ex- 
pense" was  for  "  trimmings,"  but  lest  it  might  be  thought  that  Masons  were  sinners 
above  all  others  in  a  convivial  way,  in  those  days,  he  introduces  a  bill  taken  from  the 
records  of  South  Congregational  Society  of  Hartford,  paid  to  one  Israel  Seymour 
for  "  Keeping  IMinisters,  Etc.,"  wherein  the  toddy,  wine,  punch  and  flip  costs  far  more 
than  the  dinners  and  lodgings.  For  the  benefit  of  some  of  our  younger  readers  who 
have  little  idea  of  what  the  "  Morgan  excitement "  really  was,  we  must  permit  our- 
selves the  following  quotation : 

The  lodge  now  enters  upon  a  period  of  decline  and  advensity.  In  the  autumn  of  1826,  a 
tempest  of  pubhc  feeling  was  excited  by  the  abduction  of  William  Morgan  from  Batavia,  N.  Y., 
which  arose  with  astounding  suddenness  and  raged  for  six  years  with  almost  unabated  violence. 
The  feeling  aroused  by  this  sad  and  unjustifiable  transaction  took  to  itself  the  name  of  "Anti- 
Masonry,"  which  became  a  power  of  so  great  a  magnitude  as  to  suspend  all  other  issues.  It  dif- 
fused itself  like  wild-fire  through  the  neighboring  states,  developing  an  extraordinary  degree  ot 
strength  as  a  political  party  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and  Vermont. 
It  elected  a  senator  in  the  eighth  district  of  New  York  by  the  unprecedented  majority  of  8,000.  It 
nearly  elected  a  governor  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1835,  and  was  triumphant  in  Vermont  for  three  years. 
A  national  Anti-Masonic  convention  was  held  in  1831,  which  denounced  Masonry  in  the  most  vio- 
lent terms,  and  nominated  William  Wirt,  of  Maryland,  for  president,  and  Amos  Ellmaker,  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  vice  president.  No  man  who  was  known  to  be  a  Mason  could  be  elected  to  office 
in  any  of  the  infected  districts. 
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But  this  tempestuous  sentiment  was  not  confined  to  the  arena  of  politics.  Households  were 
divided  against  themselves  by  the  angry  conflicts  between  Masons  and  Anti-Masons.  Members  of 
the  same  family  sat  at  the  same  table  without  speaking  to  each  other.  Matrimonial  as  well  as  busi- 
ness engagements  were  ruptured  from  the  same  cause.  Boys  formed  themselves  into  Mason  and 
Anti-Mason  bands  and  stoned  each  other.  The  sewing  societies  and  quillings,  caucuses  and  street 
discussions  were  invaded  by  the  same  acrimonious  dispute  ;  and  for  a  time  all  the  social  interests  of 
western  New  York  were  threatened  with  disintegration . 

From  the  record  of  the  emergent  communication  held  to  dedicate  the  new  Ma- 
sonic hall  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  6,  at  Norwalk,  we  learn  that  an  eloquent  and 
earnest  oration  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Bro.  Edward  Anderson,  formerly  a 
member  of  an  Illinois  lodge,  Quincy,  No.  296. 

The  annual  communication  was  held  at  Hartford,  Jan.  18,  1888.  Our  repre- 
sentative. Past  Grand  Master  Gould,  was  not  present. 

The  grand  master  (Henry  H.  Green)  reports  that  during  the  past  year  peace 
and  unusual  prosperity  have  been  with  the  lodges  and  among  the  brethren  of  the 
jurisdiction,  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  ripple  of  excitement  which  threatened 
them  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  Institution  has  continued  to  e.xert  that  benign 
influence  which  tends  so  effectually  to  unite  men  of  all  nations  and  all  conditions  in 
one  great  universal  brotherhood.  The  "  ripple  of  excitement "  to  which  the  grand 
master  refers  was  the  difticulty  with  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  I,  of  New  Haven.  The 
facts  in  the  case  appear  in  the  proceedings  of  a  special  communication  of  the  grand 
lodge  held  at  a  date  later  than  that  covered  by  Bro.  Browning's  review  of  last  year, 
and  as  they  did  not  find  their  way  into  his  report  it  is  necessary  that  enough  of  them 
should  be  stated  here  to  protect  Illinois  lodges  from  imposition  by  those  not  in  good 
standing. 

Hiram  Lodge,  No.  i,  of  New  Haven,  is  one  of  the  largest  (having  a  member- 
ship of  about  900)  as  well  as  one  of  the  oldest  lodges  in  the  country,  it  having  been 
chartered  by  the  St.  John's  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  in  1750,  under  the  pro- 
vincial grand  mastership  of  TiloMAS  Oxnard.  Joining  with  other  lodges  in  the 
formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  m  1789,  in  1790  it  sent  up,  in  common 
with  the  other  lodges,  its  original  charter,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  grand 
lodge  authorizing  the  grand  master  to  issue  new  charters  to  them  on  their  former 
charters  being  produced  to  him,  and  authorizing  the  grand  secretary  to  return  such 
former  charters,  if  the  lodges  required  it,  after  having  first  registered  them  with  the 
new  charters  in  the  records  of  the  grand  lodge  and  certified  such  registry  on  the 
back  of  the  old  instrument.  Hiram  Lodge  accordingly  received  its  new  charter  and 
the  former  charter  was  returned  it  with  the  fact  of  its  registry  written  across  the  mar- 
gin of  its  face. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  adopted  some  years  ago  a  system  of  work  dif- 
fering in  one  point  from  that  practiced  in  Hiram  Lodge,  viz. :  in  the  manner  of  giv- 
ing the  D.  G.  of  a  M.  M.  Hiram  Lodge  ignored  the  action  of  the  grand  lodge,  and 
when  the  grand  master  took  notice  of  the  failure  to  conform  to  the  regulation  of  the 
grand  lodge,  the  lodge  refused  to  obey  it  on  the  ground  that  no  grand  lodge  had  the 
power  to  change  a  landmark,  claiming  that  the  method  pursued  by  the  lodge  for  one 
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hundred  and  thirty-seven  years,  with  reference  to  the  point  mentioned,  was  an  estab- 
lished landmark  of  the  Fraternity.  Persistent  disobedience  led  to  the  suspension  of 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  lodge  by  the  grand  master,  and  they  refusing  to  promise 
obedience  in  the  future,  the  grand  lodge  deposed  them  from  office,  and  instructed 
the  grand  master  to  order  a  new  election.  Taking  the  ground  that  this  procedure 
was  only  one  of  the  steps  by  which  the  grand  lodge  sought  to  compel  Hiram  Lodge 
to  do  an  unlawful  act,  the  lodge  refused  to  obey  the  edict.  A  good  deal  of  acri- 
monious discussion  passed,  and  the  defiant  attitude  of  the  lodge  finally  induced  the 
grand  master  to  call  a  special  communication  of  the  grand  lodge.  Before  doing  so 
he  visited  New  Haven,  taking  with  him  some  of  the  members  of  the  grand  lodge  on 
whose  ability  and  judgment  he  relied,  and  invited  the  leading  members  of  the  lodge 
to  meet  him  at  the  hotel.  Some  few  responded,  but  the  result  of  the  interview  was 
not  satisfactory,  and  after  consultation  with  the  other  grand  officers  present  the  junior 
grand  warden  was  directed  to  prefer  charges  against  the  lodge,  against  the  master, 
wardens,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  against  three  of  the  members,  all  of  whom  were 
summoned  to  appear  and  answer  at  the  special  communication.  At  the  special,  pro- 
ceeding with  the  trial  of  the  charges,  the  lodge  put  in  an  answer  signed  by  the  sec- 
retary. Upon  hearing  the  evidence  the  grand  lodge,  with  two  dissenting  votes, 
found  the  lodge  guilty,  and  by  a  vote  of  221  to  28  revoked  its  charter,  and  by  a 
unanimous  vote  adopted  the  following  resolutions : 

"  Resolved,  That  all  Masonic  intercourse  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  interdicted 
with  any  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  i,  of  New  Haven,  until  he  declare  his  alle- 
giance to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  and  promise  obedience  thereto.  Such 
declaration  and  promise  must  be  filed  with  each  lodge  visited,  or  the  same  may  be 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  grand  secretary,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  a  certifi- 
cate of  such  filing,  and  the  production  of  such  certificate  shall  be  sufficient  evidence 
of  compliance  with  this  resolution. 

'^  Resolved,  That  in  the  event  that  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  of  Hiram 
Lodge,  No.  I,  of  New  Haven,  shall  present  to  the  grand  master  satisfactory  evidence 
of  their  loyalty  and  obedience  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  and  shall  request 
a  dispensation  for  the  opening  of  a  lodge  in  the  city  of  New  Haven,  in  place  of 
Hiram  Lodge,  No.  i,  the  grand  master  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  such 
dispensation,  which  shall  remain  in  force  until  the  next  session  of  the  grand  lodge, 
unless  sooner  revoked." 

The  charges  against  the  brethren  summoned  were  then  tried,  and  all  were  found 
guilty  and  expelled  (except  one,  whose  case  was  continued)  by  votes  varying  from 
147  to  46,  to  150  to  17. 

At  the  annual  communication  which  we  are  now  reviewing  the  case  of  the 
brother  above  alluded  to,  wherein  punishment  was  suspended,  was  taken  up,  and  it 
appearing  that  he  had  since  accepted  office  in  Hiram  Lodge,  he  was  expelled  by  a 
vote  of  173  to  6. 

Both  the  grand  master  and  Hiram  Lodge  claim  that  they  were  desirous  of  reach- 
ing an  amicable  settlement  of  the  matter,  the  former  giving  out  that  the  last  straw 
which  broke  the  camel's  back  and  finally  determined  the  order  to  prefer  charges, 
was  the  fact  that  on  his  visit  to  New  Haven  for  a  last  effort  to  avoid  extreme  meas- 
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ures,  he  found  on  reaching  the  ante-room  of  the  lodge,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting, 
that  the  lodge  was  opened  in  due  form,  with  the  deposed  officers  in  their  respective 
stations,  which  looks  very  much  as  if  the  lodge  intended  to  emphasize  its  defiance  of 
the  grand  lodge  edict  deposing  them.  On  the  other  hand  the  lodge  claims  that  it 
was  ready  to  make  an  absolute  concession  by  recognizing  the  right  which  it  had  de- 
nied, as  shown  by  the  following  resolution,  which  constituted  the  main  feature  of  the 
proposed  compromise  submitted  to  the  grand  lodge  at  the  special  communication  : 

"  Resolved,  That  Hiram  Lodge  shall  hold  a  new  election  of  officers  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  April  28th,  thereby  recognizing  the  right  of  the  grand  lodge  to  depose 
subordinate  lodge  officers  for  any  cause  that  may  seem  to  it  proper ;  all  members  of 
Hiram  Lodge  to  be  eligible  to  office ;  and  that  thereafter  the  master  of  Hiram  Lodge 
shall,  in  instructing  candidates  in  the  third  degree,  explain  the  manner  of  giving  the 
D.  G.  of  a  M.  M.  as  practiced  by  the  grand  lodge,  in  addition  to  the  explanation  of 
the  practice  of  Hiram  Lodge  in  the  matter." 

Since  the  revocation  of  its  charter  Hiram  Lodge  has  continued  to  work,  claim- 
ing to  hold  its  Masonic  privileges  all  intact  except  its  membership  in  the  grand  lodge, 
and  to  hold  them  by  virtue  of  the  Oxnard  charter,  alleging  that  as  it  had  never  been 
voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  lodge,  nor  revoked  or  arrested  by  the  authority  which 
granted  it,  it  is  still  a  living  instrument. 

This  claim  we  regard  as  utterly  untenable.  From  the  moment  when  Hiram 
Lodge  accepted  the  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  Connecticut,  under  which  it 
has  worked  for  nearly  a  hundred  years,  the  Oxnard  charter  became  a  piece  of  dead 
parchment,  and  no  power  on  earth  could  re-endow  it  with  the  old  life.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  Connecticut  might  have  given  it  new  life  by  using  it  as  a  charter  instead 
of  using  one  of  its  own  forms,  which  it  could  have  done  by  a  proper  endorsement 
upon  its  face,  but  it  would  have  been  a  new  life — not  the  old ;  the  guarantee  of 
Masonic  rights  would  have  rested  upon  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Con- 
necticut just  as  completely  as  if  the  provincial  grand  mastership  of  Oxnard  had 
never  existed.  Hiram  Lodge  exists  now  only  as  a  revolutionary  body.  Whether  its 
revolutionary  action  was  justifiable  is  another  question,  but  one  which  the  Masonic 
world  is  likely  to  answer  in  the  negative,  independent  of  considerations  of  "  grand 
lodge  courtesy." 

We  can  conceive  of  circumstances  under  which  a  lodge  would  not  only  be  jus- 
tified in  rebelling,  but  under  which  it  would  be  its  duty  to  rebel  whatever  might  be 
the  cost  to  itself,  because  we  believe  there  is  a  law  that  is  paramount  to  all  grand 
lodge  constitutions  and  regulations,  loyalty  to  which  is  a  Mason's  first  duty.  But  we 
do  not  believe  that  these  conditions  existed  in  the  case  before  us.  The  point  in  the 
work  on  which  Hiram  Lodge  has  made  its  stand  is  not,  in  our  judgment,  a  land- 
mark, not  only  because  it  is  a  question  of  fonn  simply,  involving  within  itself  no 
principle,  but  because  it  came  into  existence  (with  the  degree  of  which  it  is  a  part) 
later  than  the  time  when  the  Charges  of  a  Freemason  were  agreed  to,  in  which  body 
of  written  law  we  hold  all  that  can  claim  the  quality  of  landmark  to  be  rooted. 

The  situation  is  one  in  every  way  to  be  deplored.  We  do  not  see  how  the 
grand  lodge  at  the  last  when  its  authority  had  been  openly  defied,  could  do  any  less 
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than  it  has  done,  yet  we  think  greater  executive  wisdom  would  have  hesitated  more 
at  the  outset  before  embarking  upon  an  enterprise  so  charged  with  dynamite — par- 
ticularly since  the  work  has  been  so  unduly  magnified  as  of  late  years — as  that  of 
forcing  a  prompt  change  in  a  mode  of  work  that  had  obtained  continuously  in  the 
lodge  for  nearly  one  hundred  and  forty  years.  That  we  are  not  alone  in  this  opin- 
ion we  infer  from  the  following  remarks  of  Bro.  Drummond,  on  whose  report  we 
have  drawn  for  some  of  the  facts  in  the  case  : 

As  we  have  already  said  (p.  724),  we  regard  this  unfortunate  occurrence  to  be  the  outgrowth 
of  the  undue  (as  we  think)  importance  that  for  many  years  has  been  given  to  the  work.  The  result 
is  that  very  many  Masons  practically  have  the  idea  that  Masonry  consists  only  of  "  the  work," 
and,  therefore,  that  any  change  in  the  work  is  a  change  in  the  body  of  Masonry.  This  is  the  legit- 
imate result  of  the  teachings  of  the  last  thirty  years;  such  efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  literal 
uniformity  in  the  work  that  the  body  of  the  Craft  have  naturally  come  to  the  conclusion  that  to  be  a 
good  Mason  one  has  only  to  learn  the  work  ;  and  we  fully  believe  that  the  prevalence  of  this  idea  is 
the  great  cause  of  the  waning  interest  of  many  Masons  in  the  Institution. 

Returning  to  the  grand  master's  address  we  find  that  he  reports  but  one  decis- 
ion, and  that  a  mere  matter  of  obvious  detail  growing  out  of  the  extinction  of  Hiram 
Lodge.  He  had  declined  to  confer  the  past  master's  degree  on  past  masters'  asking, 
and  in  some  instances  demanding  it  as  a  matter  of  right.  He  says  "  it  is  a  custom 
not  in  harmony  with  the  general  system  of  Freemasonry,  and  is  of  no  practical  use. 
What  there  is  in  it  of  importance,  certainly,  so  far  as  known  to  the  symbolic  lodge, 
might  with  propriety  be  incorporated  with  the  installation  ser\dce;  the  balance  had 
better  be  omitted."  He  recommends  the  incorporation  of  the  Masonic  Charity 
Fund,  now  amounting  to  upwards  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  grand  lodge  appropriated  fifty  dollars  to  the  Veteran  Masonic  Association 
to  enable  the  printing  of  its  early  records  ;  ordered  that  no  lodge  should  attempt  to 
get  an  act  of  incorporation  from  the  State  legislature  without  first  submitting  the  pro- 
posed act  to  the  grand  lodge  for  approval  and  consent ;  provided  for  celebrating  its 
centennial  on  July  8,  1S89;  and  fixed  the  per  capita  tax  for  the  year  at  thirty  cents. 

John  W.  Mix,  of  Yalesville,  was  elected  grand  master;  Joseph  K.  Wheeler, 
Hartford,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  160),  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  fifty-one 
American  grand  lodges,  Illinois  among  them,  is  as  usual  from  the  hand  of  Grand 
Secretary  Wheeler,  and  it  is  high  praise  to  say  that  it  is  of  customary  excellence. 

Of  Bro.  GURNEY  he  says  that  he  had  won  for  himself  enduring  praise  for  his 
splendid  reports,  which  had  come  to  be  recognized  among  the  very  first  in  the 
country.  Quotations  are  made  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master  DarrAH,  which 
is  characterized  as  very  complete,  and  Bro.  Browning's  views  as  to  the  Masonic 
method  of  establishing  and  maintaining  Masonic  homes,  are  commended. 

Bro.  Wheeler  questions  whether  a  member  should  ever  vouch  for  a  brother  on 
his  own  examination  alone,  without  the  concurrence  and  approval  of  the  master  of 
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the  lodge ;  thinks  the  Canada  decision  that  persons  initiated  in  lodges  working  un- 
der the  spurious  and  clandestine  Grand   Lodge  of  Ontario  must  be  treated  as  other 
non-Masons,  and  if  accepted  on  petition  must  be  initiated   in  the  same  manner  as 
other  profanes,  is  undoubtedly  correct  when  applied  to  so-called  Masons  who  have 
received  the  degrees  in  lodges  working  without  authority  of  the  grand  lodge  exer- 
cising jurisdictional  control,  with  which  we  agree  if  he  means  lodges  situated  within 
the  territory  of  such  grand  lodges  and  working  in  defiance  of  its  authority,  but  not  if 
he  means  to  apply  it  to  persons  living  in  such  territoiy  who  go  elsewhere  and  receive 
the  degrees  in  lawful  lodges ;  seems  to  be  in  the  same  state  of  mind  regarding  the 
Chicago  congress  of  grand  masters  as  Bro.  Parvin,  who  thinks  they  have  a  perfect 
right  to  amuse  themselves  if  they  so  desire,  that  some  good  may  come  from  such 
gatherings,  but  that  there  are  enough  conservative  members  to  prevent  the  infliction 
of  an  imperial  head  upon  the  grand  lodges  of  the  country  ;  endorses  the  declarations 
of  Bro.  Parvin  that  "  the  European  system  of  Freemasonry  is  older  than  the  Amer- 
ican system,"  which  we  deny  if  we  correctly  understand — ^as  we  think  we  do — Bro. 
Parvin  to  use  "  European  "  and  "  Scotch  Rite  "  interchangeably ;  that  "  the  fact  that 
the  continental  European  symbolic  lodges  derive  their  charters  from  the  supreme 
bodies  of  the  Scotch  Rite  is  their  matter  and  not  ours,  and  we  have  no  business  to 
interfere  or  meddle  with  them,"  with  which  we  agree  to  the  extent  of  holding  that  as 
they  cannot  be  identified  as  Masonic  by  the  tests  imposed  by  the  Charges  of  a  Free- 
mason, which  we  claim,  with  Bro.  Parvin,  we  presume,  to  be  the  paramount  law  of 
the  Fraternity,  we  ought  to  let  them  alone  altogether;  does  not  approve  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  grand  master  of  Kansas  for  steps  to  arrange  that  the  dividing  lines 
of  States  should  be  no  bar  to  the  presentation  of  petitions  to  the  nearest  lodge,  fore- 
seeing that  any  question  of  jurisdiction  between  lodges  would  involve  two  grand 
lodges  in  its  settlement ;  holds  that  membership  is  acquired  by  an  affirmative  vote 
on  the  petition,  signing  the  by-laws  not  being  a  necessary  factor,  but  we  presume  he 
would  admit  that  signing  the  by-laws  is  essential  when  as  in  Illinois  the  law  ex- 
pressly makes  it  a  prerequisite ;  states,  apparently  on  the  authority  of  Bro.  Drum- 
MOND,  that  to  Thomas  Dunkerly  (1770)  is  attributed  the  invention  of  the  two  par- 
allel lines  and  the  point  within  the  circle,  the  theological  ladder,  and  some  other 
ideas  extant  in  our  ritual,  but  does  not  mention  that  the  broken  column,  virgin,  etc., 
were  invented  by  Jeremy  L.  Cross,  about  the  year  1825  ;  recommends,  with  a  good 
show  of  propriety,  that  the  title  of  District  Deputy  Grand   Master  be  shortened  by 
striking  off  the  "Grand   Master,"   one  grand  master  and  one  deputy  grand  master 
being  sufficient  for  one  jurisdiction;  apparently  doubts  the  necessity  of  the  past  mas- 
ter's degree,  but  thinks  if  it  is  so  considered  an  esoteric  ritual  should  be  formulated 
and  controlled  by  the  grand  lodge,  and  thereby  avoid  such  nonsensical  proceedings 
as  toting  a  master  elect  off  to  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  to  be  qualified ;  agrees  with 
Bro.  Chadwick  that  the  California  decision  that  the  fee  of  a  Mason  for  affiliation 
need  not  be  returned  to  him,  in  case  of  rejection,  "  is  a  compromise  of  one  of  the  first 
principles  of  Masonry,  for  there  is  no  justice  in  it;"  and  does  not  consider  it  neces- 
sary to  enact  statutory  provisions  prohibiting  lodges  from  admitting  saloon-keepers, 
gamblers  and  the  like,  because  he  thinks  the  matter  covered  by  old  existing  regula- 
tions that  have  the  force  of  landmarks,  which  is  just   the  ground  upon  which  the 
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Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  voted  down  a   proposition  to  define  certain  things  as  Ma- 
sonic offenses. 

The  volume  of  proceedings  is  adorned  with  two  fine  steel  portraits,  the  frontis- 
piece being  that  of  Past  Grand  Master  DwiGHT  Waugh,  while  facing  the  report  on 
correspondence  is  the  face  of  a  fine  looking  youth  whom  we  who  have  known  Pro. 
Wheeler  as  grand  secretary  of  Connecticut  time  out  of  mind,  are  asked  to  install  in 
our  consciousness  in  place  of  our  venerable,  gray-bearded  ideal. 


DELAWARE,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Wilmington,  October  6,  1S87. 

The  grand  master  (George  W.  Marshall)  thinks  the  system  of  grand  repre- 
sentation is  hardly  as  successful  as  it  could  be  made  and  recommended  that  repre- 
sentatives be  appointed  for  a  term  of  three  years,  that  no  Mason  in  Delaware  shall 
represent  more  than  one  grand  lodge,  and  that  all  representatives  who  have  become 
non-affdiated  be  cited  to  show  cause  why  their  commissions  should  not  be  revoked. 
The  grand  lodge  concurred  in  the  first  two  recommendations,  but  said  nothing  about 
the  third.  He  recommends  a  digest  of  laws  and  decisions  for  the  guidance  of  suc- 
cessive grand  masters  in  order  to  secure  uniformity  and  consistency.  This  the  grand 
lodge  also  agreed  to,  as  it  did  to  another  suggestion  for  a  sort  of  council  of  war,  a 
committee  on  law  and  jurisprudence  with  whom  the  grand  master  might  confer  be- 
fore rendering  decisions,  and  this  committee,  which  was  ordered  to  do  the  codifying, 
was  authorized  to  purchase  books  on  Masonic  law  not  exceeding  in  cost  ^50  a  year. 
The  only  decision  of  the  seven  reported  by  him  that  was  not  in  accord  with  well 
settled  usage  was  reversed  by  the  grand  lodge.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  a  candidate 
who  had  been  elected  could  not  be  barred  from  initiation  by  the  objection  of  a 
brother,  and  was  based  on  queer  grounds,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  text : 

The  weight  of  Masonic  opinion  in  other  jurisdictions  is,  that  a  member  can  object  at  any 
time,  but  By-Law  10  and  Article  14,  says  :  "  After  the  ballot  has  been  taken  and  ex.amined  accord- 
ing to  custom  the  result  shall  be  declared  by  the  master" — "  which  shall  in  all  cases  be  final  nor 
can  it  be  set  aside  by  the  lodge,  master,  grand  master  or  even  the  grand  lodge."  Hence  I  hold  that 
when  every  requirement  has  been  complied  with,  a  simple  objection  by  a  brother  is  void,  and  I 
know  of  no  law  in  this  jurisdiction  by  which  the  objection  of  a  brother  can  prevent  the  advance- 
ment of  a  candidate  duly  elected  and  qualified. 

The  grand  master  evidently  lost  sight  of  the  fact  th.at  the  right  of  objection  does 
not  come  into  existence  until  after  the  ballot  has  been  had,  and  that  it  came  into  ex- 
istence because  certain  proceedings  were  final  so  far  as  the  ballot  was  concerned. 
He  may  be  quite  right  in  saying  that  there   was  no  provision  of  their  law  to  sustain 
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an  objection  ;  indeed  we  suspect  that  he  was,  for  the  committee  under  whose  lead 
the  decision  was  reversed  did  not  cite  any  law  to  sustain  their  recommendation,  but 
based  it  wholly  on  Masonic  usage. 

There  was  another  case  in  which  the  ruling  of  the  grand  master  was  not  sus- 
tained, in  which  the  point  involved  is  novel  to  us,  and  in  which  we  think  that  he 
and  the  dissenting  committee  were  both  wrong.     The  grand  master  tells  it  thus : 

It  having  come  to  my  knowledge  that  Armstrong  Lodge  had  elected  a  senior  warden  (form- 
erly the  junior  warden)  who  has  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  lost  his  left  arm  since  his  initiation, 
it  became  my  painful  duty  to  object  to  his  installation  as  Senior  Warden,  although  a  verj' worthy 
and  a  very  bright  Mason.  I  issued  the  following  decree,  viz.  :  "  Any  one  who  has  been  so  maimed 
that  it  will  prevent  him  from  transmitting  the  work,  cannot  be  installed  as  a  warden  or  master  of  a 
lodge." 

The  following  dissenting  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted : 

In  the  matter  of  the  S.  W.  of  Armstrong  Lodge  we  dissent  from  the  decision  inasmuch  as  the 
wardens  are  prohibited  from  conferring  any  degrees  in  this  jurisdiction.  The  loss  of  the  left  arm 
does  not  in  any  way  disqualify  the  brother  from  doing  all  the  work  that  may  be  necessary  for  him 
to  do  in  his  station,  and  that  he  is  as  fully  entitled  to  be  elected  to  the  station  ot  S.  W.  as  to  the 
office  of  secretary  or  treasurer  or  any  other  subordinate  office  in  the  lodge,  but  he  is  not  qualified  for 
the  station  of  W.  M.  where  duties  will  devolve  upon  him  which  he  cannot  perform. 

When  we  learn  incidentally,  as  we  do  here,  that  in  Delaware  the  wardens  are 
prohibited  from  conferring  degrees,  we  begin  to  appreciate  the  wisdom  of  the  fifty 
dollar  annual  appropriation  for  books  on  Masonic  law.  We  think  the  committee  are 
right  in  holding  that  the  loss  of  the  arm  does  not  prevent  the  brother  from  doing  all 
that  is  expected  of  a  Delaware  warden,  in  his  own  proper  person ;  it  is  their  obiter 
dictum  that  he  is  disqualified  for  the  office  of  master  from  which  we  dissent.  We  ■ 
have  seen  many  a  master  in  the  chair  whose  limbs  were  all  perfect,  but  who  was 
obliged  to  call  on  some  other  brother,  perhaps  a  one-armed  one,  to  deliver  the  lec- 
ture to  the  candidate.  It  may  be  said  that  such  an  one  ought  not  to  be  elected  mas- 
ter; granted,  but  the  brethren  in  the  exercise  of  their  undoubted  franchises  had  seen 
fit  to  put  him  there,  and  we  see  no  reason  why  they  might  not  as  lawfully  and  prop- 
erly have  put  the  brighter  but  maimed  brother  in  the  chair  and  permitted  him  to  do 
what  any  master  has  the  right  to  do — call  on  the  other  to  perform  such  manual  parts 
of  the  work  as  he  himself  was  unable  to  do. 

The  grand  master  presented  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  inter- 
dicting intercourse  with  the  members  of  the  late  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  i,  of  New  Haven, 
and  also  the  address  of  Hiram  Lodge  to  the  Masons  of  Connecticut,  and  the  grand 
lodge  endorsed  the  interdict. 

The  grand  lodge  reviewed  its  finances,  finding  them  in  a  satisfactory  condition  ; 
decided  that  where  a  Mason  has  been  suspended  by  his  lodge  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  alone,  the  payment  of  such  dues  reinstates  him  without  further  action  by  the 
lodge  ;  and  declared  its  opinion  that  the  grand  master  should  answer  no  Masonic 
questions,  unless  presented  under  the  seal  of  the  lodge,  attested  by  the  secretary. 

We  infer  that  the  power  of  the  grand  lodge  to  do  full  justice  on  an  appeal  hs 
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been  questioned,  as  we  find  the  following  proposed  amendment  to  the  by-laws, 
which  was  read  a  first  anvi  second  time  and  laid  over  under  the  i^ules,  we  trust  for 
adoption : 

Article  12.  When  the  grand  lodge,  upon  appeal,  decides  that  a  Mason  has  been  unjustly 
or  illegally  expelled  or  suspended  by  a  subordinate  lodge,  such  decision  restores  him  to  member- 
ship in  the  lodge  Irom  which  the  appeal  was  taken. 

George  W.  Marshall,  of  Milford,  was  reelected  grand  master;  William  S. 
Hayes,  Wilmington,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

Special  memorial  pages  are  dedicated  to  deceased  brethren  John  W.  Phillips, 
past  senior  grand  warden,  and  Jacob  Moore,  past  deputy  grand  master. 

The  report  on  correspondence,  by  Ero.  T.  N.  Williams,  consists  of  a  brief 
notice  of  forty-eight  grand  lodges,  including  Illinois;  how  brief  may  be  judged  from 
the  fact  that  the  report — including  a  fair  amount  of  "fat" — occupies  nineteen  pages. 

Bro.  Williams  invites  criticism.  We  would  say,  get  a  condenser  of  less  power, 
if  we  were  not  afraid  some  one  would  advise  us  to  swap  with  him. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  1887. 

The  communications  of  the  grand  lodge  are  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Wash- 
ington. One  evening  sufficed  for  the  business  of  the  semi-annual,  held  May  ii, 
1S87,  the  chief  items  of  which  were  approving  a  plan  for  a  board  of  relief  to  be  or- 
ganized by  the  lodges  of  the  district,  and  the  sending  of  congratulations  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Maryland  then  celebrating  its  centennial. 

The  annual  communication  was  held  Nov.  9,  1887. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Jose  M.  Yznaga)  is  devoted  largely  to  corre- 
spondence on  questions  of  jurisdictional  eligibility  of  candidates,  and  the  centennial 
celebration  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland,  to  the  grand  parade  incidental  to 
which  the  twenty-one  lodges  in  line  from  the  district  contributed  1,370  Master  Ma- 
sons, clad  in  dark  clothes,  black  silk  hats  and  new  white  lamb-skin  aprons.  He 
gives  the  details  of  a  special  communication  held  when  Past  Grand  Master  Carter, 
of  Maryland,  came  to  extend  an  invitation,  in  person,  to  attend  this  celebration,  and 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks  alluded  especially  to  the  four  lodges  of  the  district  which 
formerly  held  Maryland  charters,  viz. :  Federal,  Columbia,  Naval  and  Potomac ; 
and  it  appears  from  his  remarks  that  the  early  charter  of  the  last  named  lodge,  from 
Scotland,  dates  back  to  1732  !  Of  Federal  Lodge  he  said  that  it  held  a  charter  as 
Federal  Lodge,  No.  15,  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  dated  in  1770,  and 
that  it  retained  its  old  number  on  the  Maryland  registry  although  it  was  the  thir- 
teenth lodge  chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland. 

3t 
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The  grand  master  had  visited  all  the  lodges  and  at  each  visitation  an  address 
was  generally  delivered  by  some  one  of  the  guests.  We  find  the  name  of  Bro.  A. 
E.  Stevenson,  past  master  of  Bloomington  Lodge,  No.  43,  in  the  list  of  speakers. 

The  General  Masonic  Relief  Association  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  re- 
ceives appreciative  mention. 

Jesse  W.  Lee,  Jr.,  of  Washington  (2455  P  Street,  N.  W.),  was  elected  grand 
master;  Wm.  R.  Singleton,  Washington  (909  F  Street,  N.  W.,  Masonic  Temple), 
re-elected  grand  secretary. 

At  the  installation  communication,  Dec.  27,  1887,  there  was  a  large  attendance 
of  grand  representatives,  but  the  ambassador  of  Illinois  was  not  among  them. 

The  grand  lodges  of  Jacob  de  Molay,  State  of  Tamaulipas,  and  Hidalgo,  State 
of  Hidalgo,  Mexico,  and  of  Porto  Rico  and  Venezuela  were  recognized.  We 
thought  this  cleaned  the  platter,  but  later  we  find  that  several  of  these  nondescript 
bodies  have  escaped  recognition. 

In  his  inaugural  address  Grand  Master  Lee  attributes  much  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  lodges  to  the  custom  inaugurated  in  nearly  all  of  them,  of  dispensing  substantial 
refreshment  when  called  from  labor,  and  gives  his  official  endorsement  to  a  business 
corporation  engaged  in  selling  life  insurance  in  that  neighborhood — "  The  Masonic 
Mutual  Relief  Association  of  the  District  of  Columbia."  We  know  of  several  old 
and  reliable  life  insurance  companies  in  which  Masons  are  largely  interested  as 
stockholders,  directors,  officers,  etc.,  which  have  never  traded  on  the  Masonic  name 
and  are  therefore  quite  as  worthy  of  mention  from  the  grand  East. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  68)  is  as  usual  from  the  hand  of  Bro.  W.  R. 
Singleton,  grand  secretary.  That  it  is  interesting  goes  without  saying  with  all  who 
are  familiar  with  his  work.  Illinois  gets  brief  mention,  but  under  another  head  lie 
takes  considerable  space  in  an  attempt  to  justify  the  action  of  his  grand  lodge  in  rec- 
ognizing a  horde  of  bastard  bodies  calling  themselves  grand  lodges,  and  to  break  the 
force  of  Bro.  Gurney's  adjuration  to  the  Craft — which  proved  to  be  a  death-bed 
warning — to  beware  of  the  machinations  of  the  oligarchy  of  the  so-called  Scottish 
Rite. 

Before  going  further,  it  is  proper  to  notice  the  complaint  of  Bro.  Singleton 
that  "  certain  chairmen  of  committees  have  not  been  courteous  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  relation  to  her  action  in  admitting  to  fraternal  rela- 
tions certain  new  grand  lodges,"  and  his  intimation  that  some  of  his  opponents  have 
descended  to  personalities.  We  feel  called  upon  to  notice  this  because  Bro.  GuR- 
ney  is  the  only  one  of  liis  opponents  whom  he  names  in  the  article.  We  have  gone 
over  Bro.  Gurney's  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  found 
there  was  not,  as  we  felt  sure  there  could  not  be,  an  un  fraternal  word  about  our  es- 
teemed confrere  ;  so  the  charge  of  descending  to  personalities  must  have  been  aimed 
elsewhere.  Nor  do  we  think  Bro.  Gurney  could  be  charged  with  lack  of  courtesy 
to  the  grand  lodge.     He  did  say  respecting  the  recognition  of  a  couple  of  so-called 
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grand  lodges  in  Mexican  States,  that  the  grand  lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
a  sovereign  Masonic  power,  and  at  perfect  liberty  to  gulp  down  any  organization  that 
presented  itself  for  recognition,  but  the  most  that  could  be  said  of  this  remark  is  that 
while  it  might  be  pungent  it  was  not  unparliamentary,  as  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  of  the  national  house  of  representatives  said  of  words  spoken  in 
debate,  upon  which  he  was  called  to  rule. 

For  ourselves,  we  desire  to  treat  all  grand  lodges  with  courtesy,  but  we  do  not 
think  that  courtesy  forbids  criticism  of  the  acts  of  a  grand  lodge,  or  that  it  demands 
that  we  should  sugar-coat  our  words  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  integrity  of  Masonry  is 
threatened  by  those  acts,  no  matter  how  pure  and  praiseworthy  may  be  the  motives 
which  prompted  them. 

In  his  review  of  Mexico,  Bro.  Singleton  refers  to  criticisms  of  his  grand  lodge 
for  having  decided  to  recognize  what  he  calls  the  regularly  constituted  grand  lodges 
in  the  States  of  Mexico,  and  enters  upon  the  subject  at  some  length  confessedly  for 
the  purpose  of  enlightening  the  brethren  of  the  District,  and  the  critics  as  to  the  whys 
and  wherefores.  In  doing  this  he  has  added  a  fresh  illustration  of  the  fact  that  who- 
ever undertakes  to  prove  the  legitimacy  of  a  lodge  elsewhere  whose  genesis  would 
at  once  stamp  it  as  illegitimate  in  his  own  jurisdiction,  invariably  starts  out  by  intro- 
ducing the  befogging  word  "  Rite  "  with  a  big  R,  a  word  based  on  the  assumption 
that  the  sources  of  power  in  Masonry  are  as  various  as  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  de- 
vise departures  from  the  original  plan,  an  assumption  which  finds  not  the  .slightest 
support  in  the  rituals,  the  constitutions  or  the  immemorial  law  of  Masonry  as  it  was 
received  by  Bro.  Singleton. 

Bro.  Singleton  has  no  difficulty  in  showing  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  was  among  the  first  to  enter  into  official  relations  with  foreign 
grand  orients,  and  states  that  from  the  time  of  its  organization,  visitors  from  foreign 
countries  who  presented  themselves  as  Masons  were  received  and  no  questions  asked 
as  to  the  authority  under  which  they  received  their  degrees.  We  trust  that  it  will  be 
no  offense  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  say  that  in  our  judg- 
ment a  grand  lodge  situated  at  a  national  capital  is  subjected  to  influences  which  in 
the  nature  of  things  tend  to  make  it  unreliable  as  a  conservator  of  its  Masonic  heri- 
tage. The  presence  of  distinguished  foreigners,  diplomats  and  others,  of  whom  resi- 
dent Masons  are  wont  to  make  much,  predisposes  them  against  a  too  rigid  scru- 
tiny of  the  Masonic  genealogy  of  such  of  them  as  claim  to  be  members  of  the  Fra- 
ternity. This  suggestion  does  not,  however,  warrant  us  in  overlooking  Bro.  Single- 
ton's claim  that  "  from  the  earliest  time,  in  the  history  of  the  oldest  grand  lodges  on 
this  continent,  it  was  the  universal  custom  to  acknowledge  the  validity  of  the  Ma- 
sonry of  the  Blue  Degrees  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  of  all  the  various  rites,"  and 
that  "  the  records  of  all  the  grand  lodges  constituted  prior  to  1830,  will  show  corre- 
spondence between  those  grand  lodges  and  the  European  grand  orients." 

That  this  was  the  case  then  affords  no  justification  for  its  being  so  now.  It  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  at  that  time,  and  later,  the  body  of  the  Craft  was  densely 
ignorant  as  to  the  relations  of  these  parasitic  bodies  and  rites  to  Masonry  itself.     Re- 
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ports  on  correspondence  which  have  done  so  much  to  enlighten  the  Fraternity  by 
discussions  and  by  diffusing  the  results  of  the  work  of  the  present  generation  of  Ma- 
sonic historical  students,  had  not  begun  to  be  written,  and  the  field  was  almost 
wholly  left  to  a  class  of  Masonic  authors  who  wrote  history  from  the  imagination, 
most  of  whom  bolstered  up  the  "high  degree"  imposition,  some  innocently,  per- 
haps, and  some  because  like  the  jury  who  so  swiftly  acquitted  the  pig-stealer,  they 
had  some  of  the  pork.  Now  the  case  is  bravely  altered.  The  genesis  of  the  whole 
brood  of  parasitic  bodies  is  coming  to  be  generally  understood,  so  that  Masons  of 
even  limited  reading  can  see  the  utter  absurdity  of  the  claim  of  any  one  of  them  to 
administer,  or  to  exercise  the  remotest  authority  in  Masonry  itself ;  and  the  down- 
right disloyalty  of  recognizing  any  one  of  them,  by  any  Mason,  or  body  of  Masons 
legitimately  descended  from  the  Masons  who  formed  the  first  grand  lodge  and  sol- 
emnly covenanted  with  themselves  and  with  each  other  to  accept  the  Charges  of  a 
Freemason  as  embodying  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  Fraternity,  as  duly  constituted 
Masonic  bodies.  For  this  better  knowledge — we  might  almost  say  for  this  only  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  the  history  of  Masonry,  to  no  one  is  the  Craft  more  indebted — 
not  to  forget  Hughan,  Findel,  Woodford  and  Lyon — than  to  Robert  Freke 
Gould,  from  whose  recent  history  of  Masonry  Bro.  Singleton  makes  some  quota- 
tions ostensibly  in  reply  to  Bro.  Gurney,  but  which  miss  the  point  of  Bro.  Gurney's 
protest  "  against  the  assumption  that  there  is  a  lawful  grand  lodge  upon  the  earth 
that  did  not  have  its  foundations  laid  by  the  Original  Craft  and  their  constitutional 
successors,"  so  completely  as  make  a  nearly  perfect  non  seqiiitur.  Bro.  Singleton 
summarizes  the  results  of  his  examination  of  this  work,  which  he  admits  is  "  the  only 
authentic  history  of  those  bodies,"  and  thinks  he  finds  justification  for  his  grand 
lodge  in  recognizing  bodies  of  similar  stripe,  more  especially  bodies  constituted  by 
lodges  holding  charters  from  the  grand  orients  and  supreme  councils  of  the  miscalled 
Scottish  Rite. 

It  has  been  claimed  by  some  that  one  finds  in  a  book  just  what  he  reads  into  it, 
and  there  may  be  some  measure  of  truth  in  this;  at  all  events  it  will  be  seen  that 
Bro.  Singleton's  conclusions  after  studying  Gould  are  precisely  opposite  Bro. 
Gould's  after  studying  the  subject  more  nearly  at  first  hand.  The  latter  concludes 
his  article  on  "  Scots  Masonry" — in  which  he  states  that  he  uses  the  term  "  Scots  " 
instead  of  Scottish  because  all  so-called  Scottish  Masonry  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland — nor,  with  one  possible  exception — that  of  the 
Royal  Order  of  Scotland — did  it  ever  originate  in  that  country — with  the  following  : 

"  Foolish  and  unnecessary  as  it  will  always  appear  to  destroy  the  original  beau- 
tiful simplicity  of  the  Craft,  the  great  evil  of  these  innovations  lies  in  their  destruction 
of  an  important  principle.  Freemasonry  is  founded  upon  the  perfect  equality  of  all 
its  members,  and  its  governing  body  is  an  elective  and  representative  one.  In  fact 
the  Craft  governs  itself.  But  in  almost  every  one  of  these  now  systems,  witli  scarcely 
an  exception,  the  governing  power  is  autocratic  and  irresponsil^le.  A  Hierarchy  is 
formed,  each  superior  degree  directs  without  appeal  those  below  it,  and  the  highest 
class  rules  all  the  others.  Each  class  is  self  elected,  that  is,  it  receives  into  its  sacred 
circle  those  only  whom  it  pleases,  so  that  those  of  the  lower  classes  have  no  voice 
whatever  in  the  administration  of  their  affairs  or  in  the  election  of  their  rulers.    This 
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one  consideration  alone  precludes  these  systems  from  calling  themselves  Masonic. 
They  are  not  and  never  can  be  Freemasonry.  They  are  simply  separate  societies, 
all  of  whose  members  happened  to  be  Freemasons." — Hist,  of  Freemasonry,  Vol. 
III..P.34S. 

Bro.  Gould  here  echoes  precisely  the  position  taken  by  Bro.  Gurney,  and  he 
echoes  almost  the  precise  words  which  we  used  in  discussing  this  subject  with  Bro. 
Singleton,  aforetime — thirteen  years  ago. 

In  the  course  of  the  remarks  which  precipitated  that  discussion,  Bro.  Singleton 
did  us  the  honor  to  say  that  "  when  brethren  entirely  ignorant  of  subjects  endeavor 
to  discuss  them  there  is  invariably  an  exhibition  of  weakness,"  and  also,  that  "  as  to 
the  cry  that  it  (the  A.  A.  S.  Rite)  is  not  '  Masonry,'  it  is  simply  ridiculous,  from 
whatever  source  it  may  emanate."  Since  then  he  has  made  some  progress,  but  he 
still  says : 

If  the  objections  urged  by  our  critics  be  valid  against  the  recognition  of  the  grand  lodges  or- 
ganized by  constituent  lodges,  which  had  derived  their  authority  originally  from  grand  orients  as 
such,  and  from  supreme  councils,  then  the  United  States  grand  lodges  must,  from  consistency,  pro- 
claim that  they  will  not  admit  as  visitors  to  our  lodges  Masons  who  have  been  made  in  such  foreign 
lodges,  and  strictly  prohibit  any  of  our  own  members  from  visiting  such  lodges  abroad.  In  this 
case  we  declare  non-intercourse  with  the  whole  world  of  Masonry,  outside  of  English  speaking  na- 
tions. The  whole  thing  is  reduced  to  an  absurdity.  We  who  are  the  youngest  Masons  of  the 
world,  with  rituals  modernized  by  Webb  and  Cross  in  the  present  century  ;  with  a  jurisprudence 
continually  on  the  change  and  never  settled  ;  with  a  membership  who  "  travel  into  foreign  coun- 
tries "  more  extensively  than  any  other  people,  are  thus  to  place  ourselves  outside  ol  the  pale  of 
Masonry  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  This  course  would  compel  all  of  our  members,  who  wish  to  travel 
in  foreign  countries,  to  enter  the  bodies  of  the  A.'.A.'.S.'.R.'.- — for  patents  issued  from  the  Supreme 
Councils  of  either  the  Southern  or  Northern  Jurisdiction  will  admit  a  Mason  at  once  into  any  lodge 
abroad  working  under  foreign  supreme  councils  or  orients  We  of  the  District  of  Columbia  do  not 
assent  to  this. 

Now  without  stopping  to  discuss  the  size  of  this  mess  of  pottage  for  which — if 
the  suggestion  of  possible  foreign  travel  has  any  point — we  are  to  barter  our  fealty 
to  tlie  ancient  law,  let  us  say  that  we  are  not  the  youngest  Masons  in  the  world,  but 
that  our  Masonic  birth  antedates  the  formation  of  any  grand  lodge  now  existing,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  which  was  formed  in  1729;  that  while 
our  rituals,  modernized  first  in  England  by  Dunkerly  and  others,  have  been  fur- 
ther modernized  by  Webb  and  Cross,  they  are  recognizable  in  essentials  as  identical 
with  the  rituals  of  1730  as  they  prevailed  in  those  lodges  where  the  Master  Mason's 
degree  had  been  adopted,  and  are  nearer  in  essentials  to  those  of  that  date  than  are 
those  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  because  we  escaped  the  innovation  of  adopt- 
ing the  order  of  the  Royal  Arch  as  a  part  of  the  third  degree,  as  was  done  by  the 
United  Grand  Lodge  ol  England  in  1813,  that  being  the  price  of  union  insisted  upon 
by  the  seceders'  grand  lodge  and  finally  weakly  yielded  by  the  original  grand  lodge; 
and  that  with  us  no  changes  either  in  rituals  or  jurisprudence  ha.\&  changed  the 
sirticture  of  Masonry,  and  that  is  the  fundamentally  vital  point  in  this  discussion. 
The  self-governing,  representative  character  of  Masonr}',  rooted  in  the  Charges  of  a 
Freemason  and  the  Old  Regulations  has  always  been  maintained  in  this  country, 
and  down  to  the  recent  "  Massachusetts  departure  "  has  never  been  seriously  threat- 
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ened  save  in  the  case  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  which  fifty  years  ago,  or 
thereabouts,  as  the  result  of  compromises  with  spurious  Masonry  found  itself  reduced 
for  some  years  to  a  condition  of  vassalage  to  a  supreme  council  of  the  so-called  Scot- 
tish Rite,  then  holding  sway  in  New  Orleans,  more  open  if  not  more  complete  than 
that  in  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  is  held  by  the  Supreme  Council  of 
the  Northern  Jurisdiction. 

The  alternative  which  Bro.  Singleton  says  is  required  by  consistency,  we  ac- 
cept and  find  ourselves  in  perfect  accord  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  which 
has  repeatedly  decided  that  visitors  cannot  be  admitted  to  its  lodges  who  cannot 
stand  the  test  of  the  following,  adopted  in  1879  : 

"  We  utterly  deny  that  any  body  save  a  representative  grand  lodge  can  by  war- 
rant or  charter  create  a  lodge  that  has  any  claim  whatever  to  the  name  of  Masonry, 
or  that  can  administer  its  rites ;  and  as  emphatically  deny  that  any  body  which  es- 
tablishes as  a  condition  of  eligibility  to  membership  therein  any  distinctions  save  those 
known  to  '  The  Charges  of  a  Freemason,'  viz. :  Master,  Fellow  and  Apprentice,  or 
which  admits  that  any  organization  based  upon,  or  by  virtue  of  distinctions,  other  than 
these,  may  supervise,  veto,  or  in  any  manner  restrict  its  action,  within  the  sphere  cir- 
cumscribed by  those  charges,  is  a  grand  lodge  within  the  meaning  of  Masonic  law." 

We  said  that  our  brother  had  made  some  progress  in  the  last  thirteen  years,  and 
it  is  indicated  by  the  following  : 

The  policy  of  our  grand  lodge,  as  well  as  of  all  nght-thinking  Masons,  has  been  to  encourage 
by  all  legitimate  means  the  severance  of  symbolic  Masonry  from  the  grand  orients  and  supreme 
councils,  which  being  self-appointed  and  self-constituted  bodies,  without  responsibility  to  the  Craft, 
they  should  not  control  Masonry  of  the  Blue  degrees — which  should  be,  as  it  was  always  designed 
to  be,  representative  in  its  character.  This  result  has  been  brought  about  by  the  efforts  of  the 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction  A.'.A.-.S.'.R.'.  by  his  let- 
ters to  the  Supreme  Councils  of  Mexico  and  Peru. 

Just  why  his  grand  lodge  should  encourage  the  severance  of  symbolic  Masonry 
from  the  grand  orients  and  supreme  councils,  if  these  self-appointed  and  self-consti- 
tuted bodies  can  create  and  maintain  lodges  sufficiently  lawful  to  form  a  grand  lodge 
which  it  can  recognize,  is  not  apparent ;  nor  is  it  apparent  how  these  bodies  without 
responsibility  to  the  Craft  can  fit  themselves  lawfully  into  a  system  which  Bro.  Single- 
ton says  should  be,  as  it  was  always  designed  to  be,  representative  in  its  character. 
But  we  will  not  look  a  gift  horse  in  the  mouth.  We  are  sufficiently  grateful  that 
Bro.  Singleton  has  got  so  far  towards  our  position  that  he  sees  clearly  that  Masonry 
was  designed  to  have  and  should  have  representative  government.  How  to  make 
it  so  everywhere,  and  keep  it  so,  is  the  problem.  Bro.  Singleton's  idea  is  that  as 
we  are  in  a  minority  in  what  is  popularly  known  as  the  Masonry  of  the  world,  we 
can  only  impose  upon  the  Masons  of  the  majority  our  ideas  as  to  ritual  or  jurispru- 
dence after  we  have  gotten  them  fully  into  line  with  us  as  symbolic  grand  lodges. 

We  must  be  pardoned  if  we  suggest  that  apart  from  the  question  of  fealty  to  the 
law  of  Masonry,  such  a  course  would  find  a  perfect  analogy  in  the  way  John  Phce- 
Nix  whipped  the  Judge.  Describing  it,  John  said  they  clinched  and  finally  went 
down,  himself  underneath,  when,  taking  advantage  of  his  position,  he  inserted  his 
nose  firmly  between  the  Judge's  teeth,  and  held  him  there ! 
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As  to  invoking  the  aid  of  the  authorities  or  rulers  of  any  "  Rite  "  in  the  settle- 
ment of  these  questions,  we  want  no  Trojan  horse  in  ours.  The  only  real  service 
tftey  can  render  Masonry  in  this  connection  is  to  acknowledge  the  absolute  and  ex- 
clusive competency  of  grand  lodges — representative  grand  lodges,  grand  lodges  in 
fact  as  well  as  name — to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  government  of  the  Masonry  ot 
the  lodge.  In  so  far  as  Bro.  Albert  Pike  does  this  he  is  entitled  to  due  credit  and 
to  the  thanks  of  the  Fraternity. 

Bro.  Singleton  thinks  no  one  can  complain  of  the  provisions  of  the  Arkansas 
resolution  making  it  unlawful  to  initiate  saloon-keepers  and  ordering  all  Masons  so 
engaged  to  quit  the  business  on  pain  of  discipline,  whereas  we  think  that  while  no 
one  ought  to  complain  of  the  object  aimed  at,  it  is  dangerous  to  add  to  or  take  from 
the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  landmarks,  which  are  sufficient  when  enforced 
by  the  power  of  the  negative  ballot  to  keep  our  lodges  just  as  clean ;  holds,  in  oppo- 
sition to  our  law  and  practice,  that  inasmuch  as  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  does  not  elect 
any  one  to  receive  the  degrees,  the  vote  by  which  it  is  accomplished  need  not  be 
unanimous,  but  we  suggest  to  him  that  in  the  case  of  a  waiver  of /^;-j-o««/ jurisdiction 
the  course  proposed  by  him  might  lead  to  the  result  of  a  ballot  required  to  be  unani- 
mous, being  negatived  by  a  majority  vote  ;  agrees  with  Bro.  Parvin  that  as  the  duty 
and  exclusive  privilege  of  making  Masons  lies  exclusively  in  the  lodge,  so  no  other 
power  or  authority  can  grant  a  waiver  thereof,  wherein  he  is  in  accord  with  Illinois 
law ;  concurs  in  the  Louisiana  opinion  that  petitions  for  reinstatement  should  not  be 
required  to  lie  over,  upon  the  creditable  ground  that  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  ad- 
ditional oft'ense  he  should  be  punished  for  it  after  conviction,  and  not  before,  without 
charges  and  a  fair  trial ;  would  not  object  to  requiring  Masters  elect  to  pass  an  ex- 
amination as  a  prerequisite  to  installation,  if  to  skill  in  the  work  could  be  added  some 
leading  questions  on  the  government  of  lodges,  and  particularly  on  the  "  General 
Regulations  "  of  Masonry,  the  constitution  of  their  grand  lodge,  their  lodge  by-laws 
and  parliamentary  rules  applicable  in  lodges ;  notes  with  his  observant  eye  that  in 
newly  settled  communities,  having  Masons  from  every  jurisdiction  who  bring  with 
them  local  notions  and  prejudices,  a  great  variety  of  questions  arise  and  hence  the 
great  number  of  decisions  rendered  by  western  grand  masters ;  noting  the  expression 
of  a  grand  master  who  called  Death  "  the  grim  Tiler,"  would  like  to  know  whence 
the  term  originated,  as  he  can  see  no  analogy  between  the  functions  of  the  two  ;  con- 
curs in  the  dictum  of  the  Grand  Master  of  South  Carolina  who  ruled  out  an  amend- 
ment offered  to  the  Constitution,  "  That  no  lodge  be  allowed  to  fix  Sunday  as  the 
day  for  holding  its  communications,"  on  the  ground  that  it  would  infringe  upon  the 
universality  of  Masonry,  and  had  never  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  the  law  of  his 
own  grand  lodge  forbidding  any  communication  on  that  day,  except  for  a  funeral ; 
judges  from  a  Tennessee  decision  that  where  a  profane  leaves  that  State  there  are  no 
jurisdictional  rights  maintained  by  the  grand  lodge,  which  in  our  judgment  indicates 
the  practical  good  sense  of  Tennessee,  inasmuch  as  Masonry  never  had  any  actual 
interest  in  liim  while  he  lived  there,  there  could  be  no  claim  of  interest  in  him  after 
he  had  gone ;  says  the  past  master's  degree  should  not  be  abolished  until  something 
better  is  found  to  take  its  place,  as  it  is  of  real  value  to  the  master  elect ;  and  gives 
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several  grand  masters  a  vigorous  and  deserved  rap  over  the  knuckles  for  asserting 
that  the  purpose  of  the  Chicago  convention  of  grand  masters  was  to  establish  a  gen- 
eral grand  lodge,  when  all  the  brethren  participating  in  the  call  stated  therein  that 
they  would  under  no  circumstances  consent  to  it. 


FLORIDA,  1888. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Jacksonville,  Jan.  17,  1888,  Illinois  being  among  the 
twenty-six  grand  lodges  having  representatives  present. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (George  S.  Hallmark),  after  a  brief  exord- 
ium excellent  in  tone  and  spirit,  deals  briefly  with  the  official  records  of  his  office, 
and  then  passes  into  an  oration  on  Masonry  containing  many  fine  thoughts  beauti- 
fully expressed.  It  has  the  old  ring  about  the  impenetrable  mystery  and  antiquity  of 
its  origin,  just  the  same  as  if  recent  investigations  had  not  traced  its  beginnings  with 
as  much  certainty  as  obtains  concerning  many  other  forces  and  institutions ;  but  we 
must  look  for  this  for  many  years  to  come. 

He  reports  the  issue  of  five  dispensations  for  new  lodges  (four  of  which  received 
charters,  while  the  dispensation  of  the  fifth  was  continued),  announced  the  death  of 
John  Chain,  past  district  deputy,  and  of  Geo.  F.  Baltzell,  past  senior  grand  war- 
den, and  ruled  in  answer  to  a  question  that  a  candidate  must  wait  one  month  be- 
tween degrees  although  he  might  have  become  proficient  earlier,  notwithstanding  the 
only  provision  touching  the  matter,  in  the  Revised  Regulations,  was  this,  that  "  suit- 
able proficiency  shall  be  proven."  He  said  the  regulations  formerly  contained  a 
clause  forbidding  advancement  in  less  than  a  month,  and  that  it  was  sustained  by 
general  Masonic  usage.  In  Illinois  a  candidate  may  be  advanced  as  soon  as  he  is 
proficient,  provided  not  more  than  one  degree  is  conferred  on  the  same  day. 

Grand  Secretary  Dawkins  in  presenting  his  report,  which  marks  the  end  of 
twenty  years  of  service  in  his  present  office,  indulges  in  some  highly  interesting  re- 
flections, and  hints  of  the  time — yet  far  distant,  we  trust — w  hen  he  may  lay  down 
that  and  all  other  burdens. 

The  grand  lodge  learned  through  a  committee  appointed  a  year  before,  to  inves- 
tigate, that  it  had  been  incorporated  by  the  Territorial  legislature  in  1S43;  presented 
a  past  grand  master's  jewel  to  Past  Grand  Master  Stewart,  and  ordered  one  for  the 
retiring  grand  master ;  listened  to  a  brief  but  excellent  practical  oration  by  the  grand 
orator,  Bro.  R.  II.  Weller;  fixed  upon  Jacksonville  as  the  next  place  of  meeting 
and  took  the  initiatory  steps  towards  building  a  Masonic  temple  there,  an  experiment 
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in  which  we  wish  the  body  success,  but  which  we  look  upon  as  fraught  with  possi- 
bilities of  danger  and  discord ;  refused  to  so  change  its  regulations  as  to  permit  the 
Masonic  burial  service  to  be  performed  at  an  interval  after  interment,  but  recom- 
mended that  upon  dispensation  the  bereaved  lodge  might  hold  a  public  lodge  of  sor- 
row ;  and  adopted  as  its  own  the  opinion  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  that 
where  a  charge  is  preferred  to  a  lodge,  against  a  brother,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting 
his  advancement,  and  the  Mason  preferring  it  refuses  to  give  specifications,  that  the 
lodge  should  act  upon  the  charge  with  great  distrust,  and  that  the  Mason  preferring 
such  a  charge  and  refusing  to  give  specifications  is  himself  liable  to  discipline. 

NoRViLLE  R.  Carter,  of  Levyville,  was  elected  grand  master;  DeWitt  C. 
Dawkins,  Jacksonville,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  119)  is  by  Grand  Secretary  Dawkins,  who 
breaks  the  almost  complete  silence  of  Florida  for  several  years,  in  this  department, 
to  show  that  his  hand  has  not  forgot  its  cunning.  Illinois  receives  appreciative  notice. 
Paying  his  own  warm  tribute  to  the  lamented  Gurney  he  says  that  all  around  the 
fraternal  chain  of  nations  have  words  of  condolence  and  encouragement,  and  copies 
the  memorial  lines  of  Bro.  Wheeler,  of  Connecticut,  reproduced  last  year  in  Bro. 
Browning's  report.  Grand  Master  Darrah's  address  is  highly  complimented,  as 
is  also  Bro.  Browning's  report.  Of  Bro.  Browning,  whom  he  met  at  the  Chicago 
convention,  he  echoes  the  opinion  of  his  Illinois  brethren,  that  "  he  is  handsome  as  a 
picture,  great  as  the  more  pretentious,  good  as  the  best;"  and  of  Grand  Master  Dar- 
RAH  and  Grand  Secretary  MuNN,  whom  he  also  met,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illi- 
nois may  well  be  proud  of  them. 

Bro.  Dawkins  agrees  with  the  grand  master  of  Arizona  that  waiver  of  jurisdic- 
tion should  require  a  unanimous  vote,  but  dissents  from  his  opinion  that  if  the  waiver 
is  in  favor  of  a  lodge  in  another  grand  jurisdiction  the  consent  of  the  grand  lodge 
must  be  obtained,  as  he  fails  to  see  what  interest  the  grand  lodge  has  in  the  matter; 
is  opposed  to  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  material;  does  not  think  the  Ar- 
kansas legislation  forbidding  the  initiation  or  retention  of  saloon-keepers  is  either 
necessary  or  proper,  the  Masonic  definition  of  temperance  being  good  enough  for  all 
practical  purposes ;  alluding  to  the  issue  of  dispensations  by  the  grand  master  of 
British  Columbia  for  the  burial  of  departed  brethren,  naturally  wonders  what  a  lodge 
in  that  jurisdiction  can  do  standing  all  alone  if  it  cannot  bury  a  deceased  member 
without  special  permission  of  the  grand  lodge ;  thinks  the  Georgia  decision  that  a 
man  v/ith  the  front  half  of  his  foot  cut  oft"  is  physically  disqualified  for  initiation,  is 
unnecessarily  rigid  ;  sees  no  reason  why  an  appropriate  dimit  or  certificate  may  not 
be  granted  to  an  Entered  Apprentice  or  Fellow  Craft,  and  we  don't  know  that  we 
can  tell  him  of  any ;  agrees  with  the  grand  master  of  Maine  that  a  fruitful  cause  of 
non-afiiliation  is  the  neglect  to  require  prompt  payment  of  dues,  and  has  often  noticed 
what  all  observant  Masons  have  seen,  that  a  lodge  with  a  good  collecting  secretary 
is  prosperous,  and  one  with  a  lazy  secretary  in  this  respect  lags,  languishes  and  dies ; 
thinks  the  Manitoba  practice  that  where  a  lodge  is  called  to  confer  the  Entered  Ap- 
prentice degree  they  have  to  open  all  the  degrees  to  get  at  it  is  absurd,  which  is  put- 
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ting  it  mildly ;  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  grand  lodges  of  the  country  ought  to  chip 
in  and  pay  the  expenses  of  a  high  joint  commission  to  be  sent  by  three  of  the  juris- 
dictions bordering  on  Mexico — say  Texas,  Louisiana  and  Kansas — down  into  that 
country  to  investigate  the  putative  grand  lodges  existing  there ;  agrees  with  Bro. 
PiERSON,  of  Minnesota,  that  in  the  American  system  the  Master  Mason  is  not  given 
all  the  information  which  he  is  entitled  to,  or  the  degree  called  for,  but  don't  agree 
with  him  that  the  eighteenth  of  the  so-called  higher  degrees  is  more  Masonic  than 
the  thirty-second,  but  both  of  them  can  save  their  pity  for  the  poor  Master  Mason  in- 
asmuch as  he  has  got  all  there  ever  was  of  it ;  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  mixed  funer- 
als; vigorously  opposes  the  decision  of  Grand  Master  Ellis,  of  New  Brunswick, 
who  refused  to  go  behind  the  returns  and  set  aside  a  ballot  in  which  there  were  ten 
confessedly  illegal  votes,  and  says  that  in  Florida  it  wouldn't  stand  two  minutes,  and 
we  should  hope  it  wouldn't  stand  one  ;  properly  takes  issue  with  the  decision  of  the 
grand  master  of  Ohio,  who,  answering  in  the  negative  the  question  whether  a  lodge 
has  the  right  or  authority  to  instruct  its  master  how  he  should  vote  on  any  given 
question  in  the  grand  lodge,  says  that  "  the  master  is  a  member  of  the  grand  lodge, 
made  such  by  its  constitution,  and  his  lodge  cannot  interfere  with  or  abridge  his 
rights  as  such,"  respecting  which  it  may  be  worth  the  while  to  remark  on  authority 
older  than  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  the  law  whence  that  body  derives  its  structure, 
makes  the  lodge  a  member  of  the  grand  lodge — the  law  in  obedience  to  whose  man- 
dates the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  has  imposed  upon  every  master  elect  the  promise,  in 
the  sixth  of  the  fifteenth  points  of  the  installation  service,  to  submit  to  the  awards  and 
resolutions  of  his  brethren  when  convened,  in  every  case  consistent  with  the  Consti- 
tutions of  the  Fraternity ;  wonders  what  would  become  of  some  grand  masters  if 
they  couldn't  make  a  run  on  dispensations,  and  noting  dispensations  to  install  officers 
says  it  sounds  as  if  those  lodges  had  somehow  been  shorn  of  their  inherent  rights, 
and  so  it  does,  but  we  think  he  forgets  for  the  moment  that  in  such  cases  lodges  have 
tied  their  own  hands  by  a  by-law  requiring  installation  on  a  certain  day ;  and  ap- 
pended to  his  report  the  following  resolution  which,  after  reference  to  the  committee 
on  jurisprudence,  and  favorable  report,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  grand  lodge,  the  three  lodges  at  Montreal,  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec,  holding  under  the  English  Constitution,  in  refusing  to  adhere  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Quebec,  do  not,  under  the  circumstances  of  their  origin  and  history,  come  within  the  rule  of  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  grand  lodges,  and  therefore  all  resolutions  of  non-intercourse  predicated  upon 
that  basis  are  erroneous,  and  should  be  rescinded. 

The  argument  by  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida  convinces  itself  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  position  is,  substantially,  that  the  territory  of  Quebec  was  not  unoc- 
cupied when  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  was  formed,  l:)ecause  there  were  lodges 
there !  That  we  do  not  misrepresent  them  we  cull  the  following  from  Bro.  Daw- 
kins'  report,  to  witness : 

Under  the  rule,  as  before  stated,  grand  lodges  are  usually  organized  in  unoccupied  territory, 
and  in  this  respect  Quebec  appears  to  be  an  exception,  and  hence  takes  the  territory  just  as  sur- 
rendered to  her  by  the  preoccupant,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  and  when  the  recognition  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  was  sought  and  obtained,  a  withdrawal  of  the  charters  of  the  three  pre- 
existing lodges  was  not  made  a  condition  precedent ;  and  therefore,  from  the  English  standpoint,  at 
least,  the  presumption  was  that  the  status  of  said  lodges  would  remain  unchanged. 


MASONIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  51 


The  term  "unoccupied  territory"  does  not  necessarily,  or  usually,  mean  terri- 
tory in  which  there  are  no  lodges,  but  territory  in  which  there  is  no  grand  lodge. 
The  universal  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  shows  that  the  Masonic 
world  did  not  regard  the  Province  of  Quebec  as  occupied  either  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Canada  or  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  lodges 
planted  by  the  latter  could  stand  on  any  sounder  or  more  independent  footing  when 
the  province  found  itself  without  any  sovereign  Masonic  authority,  than  the  lodges 
planted  by  the  former.  When  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  took  possession  it  found 
lodges  there  both  of  Canadian  and  English  origin  that  did  not  participate  in  its  or- 
ganization and  were  not  of  its  obedience.  It  had  an  equal  right  to  demand  the  alle- 
giance of  both,  and  it  looks  to  us  like  the  merest  sophistry  to  claim  that  any  of  these  re- 
cusant lodges  could  acquire  rights  not  possessed  by  the  others,  or  could  establish  any 
greater  claim  to  forbearance,  simply  because  it  held  out  longer  than  the  others.  The 
varying  parentage  of  the  lodges  in  Quebec,  not  of  the  obedience  of  that  grand  lodge 
when  it  was  erected,  has  never  been  a  factor  in  the  question  of  law  involved,  and  all 
talk  about  is  simply  so  much  dust-throwing. 

Bro.  Dawkins  tips  his  reportorial  hat  to  his  confreres  on  re-entering  the  "  circle 
of  the  quill,"  and  we  count  ourselves  fortunate  that  we  are  just  in  time  to  return  the 
salute. 


GEORGIA,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Macon,  Oct.  25,  1887.  The  address  of  the  grand  mas- 
ter (John  S.  Davidson)  is  a  good  business  paper  clad  in  a  style  which  makes  both 
his  reflections  and  his  statements  of  business  facts  exceedingly  pleasant  reading. 
But  we  never  hear  the  expression  which  he  uses  when  he  calls  Death  "  the  pitiless 
enemy  of  mankind,"  but  there  arises  at  once  in  our  mind  the  beautiful  picture  painted 
in  the  Gennan  legend,  of  the  Angel  of  Death  and  the  Angel  of  Slumber  watching  in 
loving  embrace  over  the  sleeping  hamlet,  while  the  former— a  tear,  such  as  the  im- 
mortals weep,  standing  in  his  large  dark  eye  as  he  thinks  how  he  is  shunned  while 
the  other  is  wooed — says  to  the  Angel  of  Slumber,  "  Are  we  not  brothers,  and  mes- 
sengers of  one  Father?  " 

From  the  eleven  decisions  submitted  by  the  grand  master  we  quote  such  as  may 
for  any  reason  be  of  general  interest : 

I.  The  control  of  a  subordinate  lodge  attaches  to  all  Masons  within  its  jurisdiction,  whether 
they  are  dimitted  or  suspended,  and  for  any  violation  of  Masonic  law  they  may  be  tried. 

3.     A  man  with  only  one  eye  is  physically  qualified  to  be  a  Mason. 
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5.  Any  member  of  a  lodge  in  good  standing  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  master,  and  under  our 
law  he  need  never  have  held  either  an  elective  or  appointive  office.  This  decision  has  been  made  a 
number  of  times  during  the  year. 

8.  While  it  is  the  practice,  and  desirable  to  lay  the  corner-stone  of  a  building  in  the  northeast 
corner,  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary,  and  it  may  be  placed  at  any  corner  of  the  edifice. 

g.  Under  no  circumstance  can  a  lodge  entertain  a  petition  for  degrees  without  the  consent  of 
the  lodge  from  whose  jurisdiction  the  applicant  came,  until  twelve  months  have  expired. 

II.  Under  our  present  law  a  lodge  cannot  remit  charge  for  degrees  for  a  minister,  simply  be- 
cause he  is  a  minister.     There  must  be  such  cause  as  to  make  it  a  case  of  Masonic  charity. 

Nos.  I  and  3  are  in  accord  with  our  law  and  practice ;  No.  5  is  not.  Under 
Illinois  law  no  brother  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  master  unless  he  has  been  installed 
warden  of  some  chartered  lodge,  and  if  in  case  of  emergency  one  not  so  qualified  is 
elected  he  cannot  be  installed  except  by  dispensation  applied  for  by  written  petition 
of  the  lodge,  signed  by  the  present  master  and  wardens  and  resident  past  masters 
and  past  wardens. 

Referring  to  No.  9,  in  Illinois  lodges  no  petition  can  be  entertained  unless  the 
petitioner  has  resided  in  the  State  one  year  and  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge  six 
months  next  preceding  the  date  of  his  petition,  but  neither  of  these  periods  is  fixed 
with  reference  to  any  supposed  right  of  the  lodge  from  whose  territory  the  petitioner 
removed,  any  possible  interest  such  lodge  might  have  had  in  him  ceasing  the  moment 
he  made  a  bona  fide  removal  beyond  its  territorial  limits. 

Referring  to  No.  1 1 ,  it  was  formerly  permissible  for  Illinois  lodges  to  remit  the 
fees  for  the  degrees  to  ministers,  but  since  the  adoption  of  the  revised  code  in  1874, 
any  remission  to  any  party,  directly  or  indirectly,  is  expressly  prohibited. 

The  grand  master  reports  the  year  as  having  been  one  of  almo.st  unexampled 
growth  and  prosperity.  Not  only  had  there  been  numerous  accessions,  but  many  of 
the  older  members  were  renewing  their  allegiance  and  attending  their  lodges  with 
regularity,  and  the  Craft  was  reaping  the  benefit  of  their  experience  and  wisdom. 

He  seems  to  have  misapprehended  the  object  of  the  Chicago  convention  of 
grand  masters,  as  we  know  of  no  other  movement  to  prompt  his  remark  that  there 
appears  to  be,  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  grand  lodges  of  the  United  States,  a  dispo- 
sition to  organize  a  representative  body  of  Masons  to  represent  the  Craft  at  large 
within  certain  restricted  lines  of  action.  He  thinks  there  are  some  reasons  why  a 
properly  selected  body  might  further  the  interests  of  the  Craft,  by  making  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  ascertainment  of  fraud  and  its  exposure,  for  the  dispensing  of  Ma- 
sonic charity  to  the  worthy,  and  for  the  settlement  of  disputes  between  the  different 
grand  bodies,  and  matters  germane  thereto.     lie  says,  however  : 

But  such  organization  should  be  entered  into  with  very  rigid  requirements  for  the  preservation 
of  all  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges  of  the  grand  lodges  composing  it,  so  as  to  guard  against  the 
centralizing  influence  such  associations  are  likely  to  produce. 

Masonry  is  one  of  the  few  institutions  of  human  origin  which  has  preserved  unimpaired 
through  the  ages  the  fundamental  principles  of  perfect  liberty  of  action  within  well  defined  limits  of 
authority,  and  it  behooves  us  to  maintain  this  form  of  government  if  we  would  preserve  the  admit- 
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ted  advantages  which  have  followed  on  its  administration.  The  tendency  of  the  profane  world  is  to 
paternal  forms  of  control  in  matters  of  government,  and  this  tendency,  unless  carefully  guarded 
against,  may  enter  into  the  affairs  of  our  institution,  and  when  once  admitted  its  voice,  like  unto  the 
daughter  of  the  horse  leech,  will  be  for  more  and  more. 

This  is  very  true ;  but  the  danger  lies  not  in  the  direction  of  a  general  grand 
lodge,  because  in  that  direction  the  yielding  of  sovereignty  would  be  so  palpable  that 
we  may  always  trust  the  natural  jealousy  of  each  grand  lodge  to  prevent  the  forma- 
tion of  such  a  body.  The  danger  lies  rather  in  the  departure  in  the  direction  of 
grand  orientism,  foreshadowed — dimly  it  may  be,  but  none  the  less  unmistakably — 
by  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  and  some  lesser  lights,  in  declar- 
ing associations  of  Masons  having  autocratic  or  oligarchical  forms  of  government  to 
be  "  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies."  If  they  are  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies 
then  they  have  a  right  to  have  a  voice  in  determining  how  Masonry  shall  be  admin- 
istered and  governed,  and  to  adinit  this  is  an  abdication  of  the  grand  lodge,  and  after 
this  there  is  no  logical  reason  why  the  grand  lodge  should  not  become  a  mere  bu- 
reau in  a  grand  orient,  useless  except  to  register  the  decrees  of  the  supreme  council. 
The  danger  is  the  greater  in  this  direction  because  it  is  the  more  insidious.  All  un- 
known to  itself  the  grand  lodge  becomes  honeycombed  with  Scotch  Riteism  until  it 
is  easy  for  trusted  leaders  to  confuse  the  unwary  Craftsman  and  make  him  believe 
that  because  the  grand  lodge  has  the  admitted  right  to  determine  whether  a  confess- 
edly Masonic  body — that  is,  a  body  whose  structure,  government,  distinctions  and 
rites  conform  to  the  unchangeable  law — is  or  is  not  lawfully  formed,  it  is  simply  and 
innocently  exercising  that  right  when  it  declares  that  a  new  .society  formed  by  a  squad 
of  Masons,  having  none  of  the  essentials  referred  to,  except,  it  may  be,  some  portion 
of  the  ritual  of  Masonry  which  its  members  are  using  unwarrantably,  to  be  duly  con- 
stituted Masonic  bodies. 

The  grand  master  reports  the  issue  of  three  dispensations  for  new  lodges,  but 
the  grand  lodge  issued  charters  to  eight,  and  we  learn  by  the  correspondence  report 
that  the  grand  lodge  creates  new  lodges  by  charter  direct  to  the  petitioners,  without 
the  intervention  of  a  period  under  dispensation.  The  grand  lodge  adopted  a  rule 
admitting  the  new  lodges  to  the  vacant  numbers,  to  be  followed  until  the  vacancies 
on  the  registry  are  filled.  In  Illinois  the  law  expressly  provides  that  when  a  num- 
ber is  vacated  it  shall  not  again  be  used  by  a  lodge,  to  the  end  that  the  registry  itself 
shall  epitomize  the  history  of  the  lodges  so  far  as  seniority  is  concerned.  Under  the 
Georgia  rule  one  of  the  lodges  chartered  at  the  communication  under  review,  one 
hundred  years  after  the  grand  lodge  was  formed,  becomes  No.  2.  This  is  not  the 
only  anomaly  in  the  Georgia  registry.  No.  i  is  duplicated — Solomon's  Lodge,  No. 
I,  at  Savannah,  and  Social  Lodge,  No.  i,  Augusta.  How  this  came  about  is  told  in 
a  very  full  and  interesting  manner  by  R.  W.  Bro.  J.  H.  Estill,  junior  grand  war- 
den, in  an  address  entitled  "Two  Grand  Lodges,"  delivered  by  him  at  the  evening 
session  of  the  first  day.  He  details  how,  in  1820,  in  order  to  harmonize  the  con- 
flicting interests  of  the  upper  and  lower  portions  of  the  State  (it  being  impossible  in 
those  days  of  slow  transportation  to  get  the  representatives  together  at  anyone  point), 
a  new  constitution  was  adopted  which  provided  that  the   first  two  meetings  in  the 
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year  (the  grand  lodge  then  met  quarterly),  viz.,  those  in  March  and  June,  should  be 
held  in  Savannah,  and  the  last  two,  the  September  and  December  meetings,  in 
Milledgeville,  then  the  capital  of  the  State,  the  grand  officers  being  elected  in  March, 
at  Savannah.     How  this  worked  is  thus  told  by  Bro.  Estill  : 

At  the  communication  held  in  Savannah  all  the  grand  officers,  who  were  either  residents  of 
that  city  or  the  adjoining  counties,  were  present,  and  at  the  communications  held  in  Milledgeville 
the  chairs  except  on  rare  occasions  were  filled  by  officers  pro  te7upore.  This  state  of  affairs  be- 
came so  much  a  matter  of  course  that  the  up-country  brethren  eventually  adopted  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  providing  a  deputy  for  every  office.  This  movement  created  confusion,  and  where 
heretofore  there  had  been  only  discomfort  there  was  now  discord.  One  body  would  revise  the  ac- 
tions of  the  other,  and,  as  a  necessary  result,  occasionally  nullify  important  proceedings. 

The  discord  grew  until  it  became  apparent  that  some  remedy  must  be  found,  and 
in  December,  1825,  at  the  Milledgeville  meeting  steps  ^yere  taken  to  call  a  constitu- 
tional convention  if  the  project  were  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  lodges.  Seven- 
teen of  the  eighteen  chartered  lodges  taking  action  favored  the  convention  and  it 
was  accordingly  called  at  Milledgeville  in  December,  1826.  When  the  Savannah 
side  of  the  grand  lodge  met  in  March,  1826,  the  "brethren  below,"  as  they  were 
called  by  their  up-country  brethren,  agreed  to  the  action  of  the  Milledgeville  grand 
lodge  with  the  proviso  that  the  new  constitution  should  be  submitted  to  the  grand 
lodge  for  approval. 

To  this  the  up-country  brethren  responded  by  resolution,  "  That  the  power  from 
which  the  framers  of  the  constitution  derive  their  authority  has  the  right  to  ratify  or 
reject  it,  and  that  power  resides  only  with  Masons  comprising  the  subordinate  lodges." 

Bro.  Estill  continues : 

The  issue  was  here  plainly  made  between  the  old  English  ideas  of  the  privileges  of  those  in 
authority,  and  the  American  idea  of  the  rights  of  the  majority.  Both  parties  argued  the  matter  with 
ability,  the  Savannah  grand  lodge  taking  the  ground  that  a  convention  made  up  in  the  manner  set 
forth  in  the  resolution  was  unconstitutional,  but  admitting  that  it  was  a  majority  of  the  lodges  and  not 
of  the  fraternity  that  had  voted  for  it.  The  Milledgeville  brethren  argued  from  the  standpoint  fore- 
shadowed by  their  resolution,  that  a  majority  had  the  right  to  do  anything,  and  that  a  majority  of 
the  lodges  had  acted  on  the  question.  The  convention  met  in  December,  1826,  and  adopted  the  new 
constitution,  abolished  the  quarterly  meetings  of  the  grand  lodge,  and  provided  that  the  annual 
communications  should  be  held  at  Milledgeville  The  grand  lodge  in  Savannah  refused  to  recog- 
nize the  new  order  of  things,  and  elected  grand  officers  as  usual  at  the  quarterly  meeting  in  March 
following  (1827). 

The  lodges  that  adhered  to  the  Savannah  grand  lodge  one  by  one  died  out  dur- 
ing the  anti-Masonic  excitement  which  swept  over  the  land,  reaching  Georgia  in 
1829,  until  finally  Solomon's  Lodge  was  left  as  the  sole  representative  of  the  old 
system. 

In  1829  the  grand  lodge,  after  patient  waiting,  declared  the  charters  of  all  the 
lodges  in  default  forfeited,  and  ordered  a  re-numbering  of  the  lodges  in  full  fellow- 
ship. Solomon's  Lodge  was  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  lodges  dropped,  and  its  num- 
ber (i)  was  given  to  St.  Patrick's  Lodge,  of  Louisville. 
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The  grand  lodge  felt  the  effect  of  the  anti- Masonic  crusade  so  that  in  1 831  the 
number  of  lodges  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum  was  reduced  to  five.  At  the  same 
session  Solomon's  Lodge  whose  charter  had  been  declared  forfeited,  and  its  property 
confiscated  in  form,  though  not  in  fact,  was  cited  to  appear  at  the  next  annual  and 
show  cause  why  it  should  not  be  expelled  and  its  members  placed  under  the  ban, 
but  owing  to  a  repetition  of  the  citation  in  1832,  and  the  fact  that  the  grand  lodge 
had  no  quorum  in  1833  and  1834,  the  expulsion  did  not  take  place  until  1835.  With 
the  returning  wave  of  prosperity  came  a  manifest  desire  on  both  sides  for  a  reconcil- 
iation, and  timid  approaches  in  1837  finally  led  to  accord  in  1839,  when  on  proper 
apology  the  lodge  was  restored,  its  acts  condoned  and  its  debts  forgiven.  Before 
this  was  accomplished,  however,  St.  Patrick's  Lodge,  at  Louisville,  to  which  the 
ranking  number  ( i )  had  been  assigned  had  ceased  to  work,  and  in  another  re-num- 
bering which  had  been  ordered,  the  number  had  been  assigned  to  Social  Lodge,  of 
Augusta.  The  Savannah  lodge  was  nevertheless  restored  as  Solomon's  Lodge,  No. 
I,  and  heads  the  list  as  of  yore ;  and  with  the  growth  of  the  State  and  the  increased 
facilities  for  travel  the  jealousy  between  the  "up"  country  and  the  "low"  country 
disappeared. 

Will  the  history  of  duplicate  numbers  in  Georgia  repeat  itself  in  Connecticut  ? 
Possibly;  yes,  probably. 

Besides  the  address  of  Bro.  Estill,  the  grand  lodge  listened  to  one  from  Grand 
Master  Davidson,  entitled  "A  Few  Memories  of  Freemasonry  and  its  Grand  Mas- 
ters," and  to  a  lecture  from  Grand  Chaplain  Coleman,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ken- 
tucky, on  his  travels  and  researches  in  the  "  Holy  Land."  Later,  when  the  grand 
master  was  received  as  the  grand  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
W.  Bro.  Porter  King  addressed  him  at  some  length  in  presenting  him  with  the 
oftlcial  jewel  which  was  sent  him  with  his  commission,  and  in  response  Bro.  David- 
son made  a  speech  of  great  eloquence  if  we  may  judge  it  by  its  echoes,  but  he  had 
not  had  time  to  viTite  it  out  for  publication.  In  his  presentation  speech,  Bro.  King 
says : 

If  I  am  correctly  informed,  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England  has  but  two  representatives 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  these  United  States  ;  one  being  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York,  and  the  other  near  this  grand  lodge.  It  is  the  Empire  State  of  the  Union,  the  Empire  State 
of  the  North  and  the  Empire  State  of  the  South,  and  they  only  which  have  received  these  special 
marks  of  distinction.  Why  then,  is  this  so  ?  Would  it  be  too  self-arrogant  to  say  that  because  of 
the  high  character  of  yourself  as  a  representative,  and  the  high  plane  of  Masonry  to  which  this  and 
our  sister  grand  lodge  have  risen,  that  the  mother  lodge,  so  to  speak,  has  seen  proper  thus  pointedly 
to  recognize  and  honor  them  ? 

Bro.  King  had  not  been  correctly  informed.  If  he  had  consulted  Bro.  Black- 
shear's  report  on  correspondence  then  in  print  before  him,  he  would  have  observed 
that  the  Grand  Master  of  England  had  just  recalled  the  representative  of  his  grand 
lodge  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  appointed  some  years  before.  Two,  at 
least,  of  the  jurisdictions  adjoining  Georgia,  viz..  South  Carolina  a»d  Tennessee,  ex- 
change representatives  with  England,  and  at  least  a  dozen  others  that  we  have  in 
mind,  and  perhaps  more.     Since  the  accession  of  the   Prince  of  Wales  to  the  grand 
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mastership  of  England  the  custom  has  been  adopted  of  furnishing  the  representatives 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  with  a  jewel  like  Bro.  Davidson's,  emblazoned,  if 
we  remember  rightly,  with  the  arms  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  surmounted 
by  the  crest  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  its  three  feathers  and  the  motto  "  Ich  dien." 
We  saw  one  in  the  possession  of  Past  Grand  Master  Patton,  the  representative  of 
England  near  his  grand  lodge  (Oregon),  at  the  last  Templar  conclave  in  St.  Louis. 

The  jurisprudence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  is  peculiar,  in  that  it  claims 
the  sole  right  to  expel  brethren  from  the  Fraternity,  and  by  its  constitution  places 
this  power  in  the  same  category  as  the  revocation  of  charters  by  providing  that  like 
the  extinguishment  of  a  lodge  it  shall  not  be  delegated.  Accordingly  we  find  a  long 
list  of  expulsions  adjudged  by  the  lodges  reviewed  by  the  grand  lodge,  in  most  of 
which  we  presume  no  appeal  had  been  taken.  We  do  not  know  where  this  prac- 
tice comes  from,  as  it  is  not  founded  in  the  Old  Charges,  the  sixth  of  which  places 
final  as  well  as  original  jurisdiction  in  the  lodge,  unless  an  appeal  is  taken.  Expul- 
sion for  non-payment  of  dues,  which  is  forbidden  in  Illinois,  seems  to  be  the  fash- 
ionable punishment  for  that  offense  in  Georgia,  judging  from  the  formidable  list  of 
cases  affirmed. 

John  S.  Davidson,  of  Augusta,  was  re-elected  grand  master  ;  A.  M.  Wolihin, 
Macon,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  112)  is  the  production  of  three  different  in- 
dividuals. Bro.  J.  Emmett  Blackshear  took  the  grand  lodges  alphabetically  down 
to  and  including  Massachusetts ;  Bro.  James  A.  Gray  finished  his  allottment  with 
Prince  Edward  Island,  and  Bro.  Benj.  H.  Bigham  went  through  the  remaining 
grand  lodges. 

We  do  not  think  it  is  a  profitable  plan,  either  for  the  reviewer  or  for  the  grand 
lodge.  The  greatest  breadth  can  come  only  from  surveying  the  whole  field.  It  is 
likely  to  happen  that  in  the  proceedings  which  one  of  the  three  don't  see,  will  be 
found  just  what  he  most  needed  to  broaden  his  outlook  in  a  certain  direction,  or  to 
knock  the  foundation  from  some  pet  hobby  in  another.  Bro.  Blackshear  says  of 
the  plan : 

We  cannot  say  that  we  favor  this  segregate  system — "  farming  out  the  report,"  as  Brother 
Parvin  says.  We  are  the  rather  in  favor  of  giving  the  whole  work  to  one  man,  making  him  z. per- 
vtanent  committee,  and  paying  him  liberally  for  his  services.  We  have  observed  that  grand  lodges 
who  pursue  this  course  always  have  the  best  reports.  We  can  afford  to  advocate  this  system,  not 
only  because  we  regard  it  as  the  best,  but  for  the  reason  also  that  we  are  not  "  hankering  "  after  the 
job.     We  will  cheerfully  relinquish  our  claim — if  we  have  any — to  any  one  who  may  be  appointed. 

For  the  reason  suggested  the  chief  interest  in  this  report  centers  in  the  work 
from  the  chairman's  practiced  hand,  although  the  work  of  his  co-laborers  is  merito- 


Illinois  receives  generous  notice  at  the  hands  of  Bro.  Blackshear.  He  epit- 
omizes the  salient  points  of  the  grand  master's  address  and  the  reports  on  jurispru- 
dence and  correspondence,  and  says  of  Bro.  Clement's  oration  : 
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The  annual  oration  was  delivered  by  Right  Worshipful  Brother  Isaac  Clements.  It  is  ably 
prepared,  but  covers  the  old  beaten  track.  It  seems  hard  for  these  orators,  no  matter  how  erudite, 
to  get  up  anything  new  in  this  connection.  In  the  rehashing,  however,  many  good  things  are  often 
developed. 

Of  the  view  maintained  in  the  correspondence  report,  that  the  lodge  should  be 
called  off  preparatory  to  appearing  in  public  for  the  performance  of  public  work,  he 
says : 

We  take  it  for  granted  that,  by  calling  off,  he  means  calling  from  labor  to  refreshment.  The 
question  that  presents  itself  to  our  mind,  therefore,  is,  who  should  conduct  the  ceremony?  as  we 
have  always  understood  that  the  Craft,  while  at  refreshment,  was  in  charge  of  the  Junior  Warden. 
We  have  no  objection  to  the  plan  proposed,  provided  it  is  shown  to  be  consistent,  though  we  have 
always  performed  this  and  all  other  public  ceremonials,  with  the  lodge  open. 

Bro.  Blackshear  in  saying  that  it  was  not  unusual  in  Georgia  for  the  grand 
lodge  to  charter  lodges  without  previous  probation  under  dispensation,  confesses  that 
he  did  not  suppose  it  to  be  unusual  anywhere ;  holds,  as  we  do,  that  when  once  a 
dimit  has  been  granted  the  brother  is  no  longer  a  member  and  cannot  again  be  made 
so  except  by  petition  and  election;  is  in  accord  with  our  law  in  holding  that  the  ad- 
vancement of  a  brother  ought  not  to  be  barred  by  peremptoiy  objection  ;  is  opposed 
to  the  Georgia  system  of  expulsion  for  non-payment  of  dues  ;  thinks  that  the  right  of 
the  tiler  to  vote  cannot  be  maintained,  and  that  when  a  brother  accepts  that  position 
he  signs  away  his  right  to  attend  the  communications  of  his  lodge,  but  we  think  his 
suggestion  that  it  is  well  enough  when  voting  for  candidates  for  the  degrees  to  tem- 
porarily relieve  him  until  he  can  enter  and  deposit  his  ballot,  shows  that  the  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  his  voting  on  ordinary  questions  are  not  insuperable ;  begun  to 
fight  the  "  perfect  man"  myth  many  years  ago,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  he  shows 
no  signs  of  weariness ;  believes  that  peace  will  be  restored  between  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Connecticut  and  Hiram  Lodge  when  heated  blood  on  both  sides  has  had  time  to 
cool ;  wisely  says  that  while  he  holds  intemperance  to  be  an  evil  that  should  be  re- 
buked in  every  conceivable  manner,  he  is  opposed  to  class  legislation ;  does  not  be- 
lieve in  self-acting  by-laws  that  suspend  brethren  without  trial;  agrees  with  Bro. 
Parvin  that  if  it  is  right  and  proper  to  grant  a  special  dispensation,  it  ought  to  be 
granted  without  fee  or  reward,  or  the  hope  thereof;  and  also  that  a  unanimous  bal- 
lot for  waiver  of  territorial  jurisdiction  should  not  be  required,  because  it  subjects  the 
candidate  to  the  ordeal  of  two  ballots ;  and  stands  squarely  on  the  doctrine  that  a 
brother  made  in  a  regular  lodge  is  not  attainted  by  any  irregularity  in  the  proceed- 
ings. 

Bro.  Gray  gives  few  opinions,  but  the  few  given  indicate  that  he  sees  the  point. 
Bro.  Bigham  is  less  chary  of  his  comments,  and  we  shall  look  with  interest  for  his 
work  next  year  in  the  chairmanship  of  the  committee,  to  which  he  succeeds. 

Bro.  Blackshear  received  formal  expression  of  the  good  wishes  of  the  grand 
lodge  on  his  contemplated  trip  to  Europe,  and  we  are  sure  all  the  old  reviewers 
would  have  been  glad  to  unite  with  that  body  in  wishing  him  bon  voyage. 


4t 
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INDIANA,  1888. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Indianapolis,  May  22,  1888.  The  representative  oi 
Illinois  was  absent. 

After  a  few  reflections  of  a  practical  character  the  grand  master  (Mortimer 
Nye),  in  his  address,  takes  hold  of  the  business  of  the  year  with  a  firm,  crisp  hand. 
The  year  had  been  one  of  prosperity.  He  reports  the  death  of  William  M.  Black, 
grand  steward  and  tiler  from  1869  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  and  of  Cyrus  Vigus, 
who  held  the  same  office  from  1821  to  1828  inclusive.  He  was  94  years  of  age  and 
had  been  a  Mason  for  seventy-three  years. 

The  grand  master  refers  in  repeated  instances  to  the  annulling  and  arresting  of 
charters,  of  special  deputies  appointed  to  arrest  charters  that  had  been  annulled,  and 
of  charters  suspended  and  the  lodges  cited  to  show  cause  why  their  charters  should 
not  be  arrested,  until  one  is  left  in  doubt  what  authority  in  Indiana  decrees  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  lodges ;  but  as  near  as  we  can  make  out,  suspending  a  charter  is 
equivalent  to  the  Illinois  use  of  the  word  arrest,  annul  equivalent  to  revoke,  and  ar- 
rest to  the  actual  seizure  of  the  corpus.  He  had  refused  twelve  out  of  fifteen  dispen- 
sations for  new  lodges,  and  for  reasons  given  which  show  the  conservative  and  saga- 
cious character  of  his  administration. 

With  reference  to  the  powers  of  the  grand  master  he  says  he  shall  always  be 
ready  to  advocate  the  proposition  that  the  grand  master  is  not  the  grand  lodge;  but  if 
the  issue  of  special  dispensations  is  held  to  indicate  that  the  grand  master  considers 
himself  above  the  law  then  he  should  have  refused  all  instead  of  most  of  the  appli- 
cations for  them,  if  he  did  not  wish  to  yield  the  argument.  Some  of  the  things  he 
was  asked  to  do,  and  which  he  uses  as  illustrations  of  the  belief  of  the  brethren 
that  the  grand  master  is  the  grand  lodge  do  not  illustrate  that  point,  such  for  ex- 
ample as  authorizing  the  making  Masons  of  men  without  legs,  and  arms,  because  the 
source  of  that  inhibition  is  such  that  the  grand  lodge  is  as  much  constrained  by  it  as 
the  grand  master. 

Alluding  to  the  fact  that  in  the  past  two  years  five  lodge  halls  had  been  dedi- 
cated with  proper  Masonic  ceremonies,  he  says  the  ceremony  of  dedication  is  without 
doubt  the  most  ancient  of  any  Masonic  ceremony.  We  think  that  in  this,  in  his  de- 
sire to  enforce  the  importance  of  dedicating  halls  on  all  appropriate  cases,  he  has 
spoken  hastily.  We  do  not  know  how  ancient  the  practice  is — we  do  not  know  that 
any  one  can  tell — but  the  prevalence  of  holding  lodges  in  taverns  in  the  early  days 
of  the  Fraternity  makes  it  improbable  that  the  ceremony  of  dedication  also  prevailed. 

He  laid  before  the  grand  lodge  without  recommendation  a  communication  from 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  upon  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  correspondence,  to  which  the  matter  was  referred,  that  hybrid  body  was 
recognized  and  an  interchange  of  representatives  ordered. 

The  grand  master  deemed  none  of  his  decisions  of  sufficient  importance  to  re- 
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port.     Those  who  have  noted  the  increase  and  the  character  of  begging  circulars  in 
the  last  few  years  will  readily  acquit  him  of  cynicism  in  the  following : 

A  very  peculiar  practice  has  been  gaining  a  foothold  in  the  State,  to  which  I  now  invite  your 
attention.  Some  of  the  lodges  and  a  few  of  the  brethren  have  been  sending  out  printed  circulars 
asking  charity,  in  some  cases  to  rebuild  a  home  destroyed  by  fire,  buy  a  span  of  horses,  pay  off  a 
mortgage,  and  in  one  case  to  pay  a  security  debt  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  asking  the  lodges  to 
contribute  a  dollar  or  two  toward  the  enterprise.  I  have  in  some  cases  given  the  lodges  to  under- 
stand in  a  very  positive  manner  that  this  method  of  raising  money  did  not  meet  with  my  approval. 
I  suggest  that  the  grand  lodge  adopt  some  rule  relative  thereto. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  grand  lodge  prohibited  it  entirely,  but  it  is 
questionable  whether  such  action  was  not  too  sweeping. 

The  concluding  words  of  the  grand  master  are  creditable  both  to  his  head  and 
heart : 

I  shall  continue  to  be  an  active,  zealous  and  working  Mason,  ready  and  willing  to  assume  any 
station,  or  perform  any  service  that  will  advance  the  interests  of  Freemasonry.  I  shall  not  go  into 
elegant  retirement,  but  shall  always  be  an  active  and  industrious  Mason.  The  iact  that  for  a  time 
I  have  held  the  highest  office  within  the  gift  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  makes  me  no  better  than  the 
most  obscure  member  of  our  order. 

All  Masons  are  free  and  equal.  Distinctions  do  not,  and  cannot  arise.  We  all  have  duties 
to  perform.     Our  service  is  never  ended  while  we  possess  sufficient  strength  to  perform  them. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  grievances  and  appeals  is  a  model  of  directness 
and  clear  statement.  In  one  case  where  the  specification  was  "  Failure  to  pay  or 
secure  a  debt  due  a  brother,"  and  in  which  the  complainant  appealed  on  the  ground 
that  the  penalty  (indefinite  suspension)  was  inadequate,  the  committee  in  ordering  a 
reversal  in  all  things  and  the  reinstatement  of  the  accused,  were  in  strict  accord  with 
Illinois  law  and  practice  : 

The  charges  and  specifications  are  ingufficient.  The  failure  to  pay  or  secure  a  debt  is  not  a 
Masonic  offense,  unless  the  brother  is  amply  able  to  do  so,  or  is  in  some  way  tainted  with  fraud, 
and  this  must  be  set  out  in  the  charges,  and  proven.     It  is  not  so  alleged  or  proven  in  this  case. 

The  following  shows  how  the  committee  went  to  the  core  of  the  matter  in  an- 
other case  belonging  to  a  class  with  which  all  Masons  are  more  or  less  familiar  : 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  the  committee  would  emphasize,  and  that  is  the  fact  that  a 
Masonic  lodge  is  not  the  place  for  one  brother  to  pursue  another  with  charges  founded  on  remote 
or  far-fetched  matters,  with  the  real  purpose  of  compelling  payment  of  money  fairly  borrowed. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  two  charters;  approved  the  action  of  the  grand  master 
in  drawing  on  the  treasury  for  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  the 
earthquake  at  Charleston ;  decided  that  the  emergency  requiring  the  holding  of  only 
biennial  sessions  no  longer  existed,  and  they  will  accordingly  be  held  annually  here- 
after; requested  the  lodges  to  instruct  their  representatives  how  to  vote  on  a  propo- 
sition to  establish  a  home  for  destitute  widows  and  orphans  of  Master  Masons ;  con- 
curred in  an  adverse  report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  on  a  resolution  to  limit 
the  term  of  grand  representatives  to  three  years  ;  and  ordered  printed  with  the  pro- 
ceedings a  paper  representing  the  results  of  an  exhaustive  examination  of  the  pro- 
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ceedings  of  the  grand  lodge  since  its  organization,  made  by  a  volunteer  class  formed 
at  Evansville  for  mutual  improvement  in  Masonry,  with  reference  to  the  history  of 
Masonic  ritualism  in  Indiana,  and  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  the  action  of  the 
grand  lodge  in  i8iS  adopting  the  Thomas  Smith  Webb  Work  is  still  in  force,  and 
that  the  vpork  as  agreed  upon  by  the  board  of  district  deputies  in  1861  and  exemplified 
before  the  grand  lodge  with  its  approval,  by  Bro.  ROB  Morris,  in  1862,  is  the  Webb 
work  and  the  authorized  work  of  the  jurisdiction. 

Isaac  P.  Leyden,  of  New  Albany,  was  elected  grand  master ;  Wm.  H.  Smythe, 
Indianapolis,  re-elected  grand  secretar}'. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  iii)  is  again  by  Bro.  Simeon  S.  Johnson, 
and  in  it  he  has  achieved  the  seemingly  impossible  feat  of  condensing  into  that  num- 
ber of  pages  a  review  that  fairly  reflects  the  proceedings  of  the  whole  round  of 
American  grand  lodges,  and  five  foreign  grand  bodies,  for  two  years.  Such  reviews 
are  not  the  most  profitable,  because  while  the  writer's  crisp  comments  illuminate  the 
whole  subject  to  the  trained  reader,  the  steps  by  which  he  reaches  his  conclusions 
cannot  be  seen  by  the  many  in  his  own  jurisdiction  who  ought  to  profit  by  his  labor, 
and  who  for  the  most  part  have  to  have  things  spelled  out  to  them  before  they  fully 
comprehend  them.  We  are  glad  that  the  resumption  of  annual  sessions  will  enable 
him  to  do  his  work  under  less  cramping  conditions.  Illinois  for  1886  and  1887  find 
a  place. 

Bro.  Johnson  agrees — as  all  seem  to  theoretically — that  the  social  features  of 
Masonry  ought  to  be  more  cultivated  and  practiced ;  says  respecting  the  curt  dissent 
of  Arizona  from  the  idea  which  prompted  the  Louisiana  "  International  Resolutions," 
that  Arizona  may  be  small,  but  she  speaks  out  audibly;  has  fully  caught  on  to  the 
idea  that  the  one  way  in  which  members  of  grand  lodges  will  not  retrench  is  to  cut 
off  their  mileage  and  per  diem;  dissents  from  the  Arkansas  decision  that  the  tiler 
ought  to  be  admitted  to  vote  on  charges ;  never  knew  until  he  heard  it  from  the  same 
jurisdiction  that  Masonic  usage  forbade  the  transaction  of  ordinary  business  on  the 
festivals  of  the  Saints  John ;  thinks  the  Colorado  decision  that  a  brother  against 
whom  charges  are  pending  for  non-payment  of  dues  does  not,  by  paying  a  part  of  the 
amount,  thereby  defeat  the  action  of  his  lodge,  is  correct,  but  the  question  strikes  us 
as  being  one  of  equity  rather  than  law,  and  we  have  never  known  a  lodge  to  refuse  to 
meet  a  brother  half  way  when  he  showed  a  disposition  to  pay ;  does  not  like  the  re- 
quirement of  written  vouchers  of  a  brother's  standing  as  a  prerequisite  to  examina- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  visiting,  having  been  through  the  Massachusetts  mill  and 
knows  how  it  feels ;  hews  closely  to  his  own  description  of  a  good  review — "  to  the 
point,  concise  and  plain;"  does  not  wish  to  appear  in  the  present  local  disturbance 
in  Connecticut,  but  thinks  "  there  has  been  great  blundering,  and  from  away  back," 
as  he  has  known  other  instances  where  the  making  of  too  much  law,  or  the  chang- 
ing of  old  forms,  has  produced  discord  and  ill  results;  properly  condemns  the  Da- 
kota resolution  that  no  representative  shall  receive  in  mileage  and  per  diem  a  greater 
amount  than  his  lodge  pays  for  fees  and  dues,  the  theory  of  which,  as  lie  justly  says, 
is  wrong  and  will  work  hardship  to  small  lodges  distant  from  the  place  of  meeting; 
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does  not  believe  in  the  nonsense  that  the  loss  of  an  eye  disqualifies  a  man  for  the  de- 
grees, which  reminds  us  that  we  know  a  lady  who,  now  over  eighty  years  of  age,  has 
been  blind  in  one  eye  from  her  youth  yet  no  one  suspects  it ;  thinks,  as  we  do  not, 
that  it  is  not  enough  for  the  lodge  within  whose  territory  a  man  lives  to  waive  juris- 
diction in  favor  of  a  foreign  lodge,  but  that  the  grand  lodge  also  has  a  jurisdiction 
which  must  be  surrendered,  whereas  we  think  the  grand  lodge  has  already  acted 
when  it  placed  the  charter  in  the  hands  of  the  lodge  giving  it  the  control  of  the  ma- 
terial in  its  territory;  says  respecting  the  astonishment  of  Bro.  Parvin  on  reading  the 
declaration  of  the  grand  master  of  Indiana  that  he  had  "  annulled  the  charters  of 
fourteen  lodges  for  failure  and  refusal  to  pay  grand  lodge  dues,"  and  his  comment 
that  "  for  the  first  time  in  forty  years  of  study  and  research  he  had  learned  that  a 
grand  master  can  make  a  charter  absolutely  null  and  void,"  that  "  this  proves  the  old 
saying  'one  is  never  too  old  to  learn;'"  lifts  a  warning  voice  to  grand  lodges  pro- 
posing to  go  into  the  temple-building  business,  and  says  that  while  they  in  Indiana 
have  a  temple  now,  and  paid  for,  they  are  "not  wishing  for  any  more  at  the  same 
price,"  a  bit  of  experience  that  seems  in  danger  of  being  forgotten  when  Indiana 
proposes  to  build  a  home  for  widows  and  orphans,  under  grand  lodge  auspices ; 
properly  discountenances  the  fad  of  a  Maryland  grand  master,  that  the  grand  lodge 
ought  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  views  and  words  of  reporters  on  correspondence ; 
condemns  the  act  of  the  grand  master  of  Montana  in  granting  a  dispensation  to  a 
lodge  to  elect  officers  on  the  nth  of  December  when  the  regular  time  was  the  25th 
of  December,  "because  it  appeared  that  they  could  not  get  a  quorixm  at  that  time," 
holding  that  the  act  authorized  a  lodge  to  violate  its  by-laws,  and  assumed  a  state 
of  facts  that  might  never  occur,  but  what  seemed  to  us  to  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  de- 
clining to  issue  a  dispensation  to  anticipate  the  regular  date  for  holding  an  election — 
when  the  question  arose  during  our  own  service  in  the  executive  chair — was  the  re- 
flection that  members  who  were  absent  on  business  or  pleasure  might  very  likely  time 
their  return  with  a  view  to  being  present  at  the  election,  and  so  we  replied  that  while 
we  would  grant  a  dispensation  for  holding  the  election  later  than  the  regular  time,  we 
could  not  permit  one  earlier;  noting  that  in  New  Hampshire  disfavor  with  the 
"  past  master's  degree  "  is  said  to  be  increasing,  he  says,  "  Indiana  considers  it  nec- 
essary, but  where  its  especial  usefulness  is  we  do  not  say;  only  it  is  here,"  to  which 
we  may  add:  Illinois  did  not  consider  it  necessary;  it  is  not  here;  quotes  the  re- 
mark of  a  reviewer  that  his  "  comments  are  generally  too  short  to  be  quotable," 
which  gives  us  the  opportunity  to  say  that  they  lend  themselves  admirably  to  a  run- 
ning epitome — make  it  write  itself,  as  it  were ;  has  the  true  Masonic  idea  that  mem- 
bersliip  is  voluntary,  and  that  it  is  unwise  andun-Masonic  to  force  it;  betrays  a  sen- 
sible horror  of  display  of  jewels  and  toggery,  and  strengthens  the  impression  conveyed 
by  the  proceedings  proper  that  the  idiosyncrasies  which  in  years  gone  by  were  ac- 
counted for  by  a  determination  "  to  keep  up  with  the  procession,"  are  disappearing 
from  Indiana  Masonry. 
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IDAHO,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Boise  City,  Sept.  13,  1887,  Illinois  being  one  of  the 
twenty-one  grand  lodges  whose  representatives  were  present. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (George  H.  Davis)  is  a  good,  clear  business 
paper,  closing  with  some  reflections  on  the  general  character  of  Masonry  and  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  its  members.  Of  live  matters  more  or  less  occupying 
the  attention  of  American  Masons  last  year,  he  says : 

December  ist,  1886,  I  received  a  communication  from  the  Grand  Master  of  Minnesota  pro- 
pounding certain  queries  which  had  been  sent  to  the  various  Grand  Masters  of  the  country.  Two 
of  these  I  deem  of  sufficient  importance  to  lay  before  you,  as  the  questions  involved  may,  at  some 
future  time,  call  for  your  consideration  : 

First.  Has  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho  taken  any  action  relative  to  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  of  Freemasonry,  as  propagated  by  Joseph  Cerneau  ? 

To  this  I  replied  :  "  Cerneauism  has  not  troubled  us  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  we  have 
therefore  not  been  called  to  give  the  subject  consideration.  I  have  at  times  been  flooded  with  Cer- 
neauistic  and  anti-Cerneauistic  literature,  but  have  had  no  time  to  read  it.  Knowing  the 
spirit  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho,  I  can  say  that  she  will  not  feel  called  to  legislate  either  for  or 
against  any  body  which  does  not  trespass  upon  her  rights  or  the  rights  of  hsr  sister  Grand  Lodges. 
As  a  Grand  Lodge,  having  in  charge  the  three  Symbolic  degrees  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  in  this 
territory,  she  knows  nothing  of  organizations  which  dispense  so-called  '  higher  degrees.'  Should 
such  bodies  ever  invade  her  territory,  by  presuming  to  exercise  any  authority  or  control  over  the 
degrees  named,  or  in  any  manner  whatever  to  interfere  with  her  Masonic  rights,  she  will  speak  un- 
hesitatingly, clearly,  and  emphatically.  Personally,  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  my 
Grand  Lodge,  believing  it  to  be  her  right  and  duty  to  insist  on  the  unswerving  loyalty  of  all  her 
subjects,  but  that  it  is  neither  her  right  nor  interest  to  seek  to  control  in  matters  foreign." 

Second.    Are  you  in  favor  of  a  Grand  Masonic  Congress  for  advice  and  consultation  ? 

To  this  I  replied  :  "  I  have  no  objections  to  '  a  Grand  Masonic  Congress  for  advice  and  con- 
sultation,' but  I  strenuously  object  to  the  erection  of  any  general  body  which  shall  either  arrogate 
to  itself,  or  have  deputed  to  it,  any  authority  over  independent  Grand  Lodges,  believing  every  such 
Grand  Body  to  be  supreme  within  its  own  jurisdiction.  A  danger  to  be  apprehended  in  any  such 
plan  as  you  indicate,  is  that  a  Masonic  Congress  will  in  time  fancy  itself  jjossessed  of  powers  not  at 
all  contemplated  in  its  inception." 

Subsequently  I  received  an  invitation  to  attend  a  Masonic  convention  of  present  and  Past 
Grand  Masters,  to  be  held  in  Chicago,  on  the  22d  of  June,  1S87,  but  found  myself  unable  to  accept 
the  same.  A  convention  was  held,  a  considerable  number  of  officials  being  present,  but  no  report 
of  the  proceedings  has  come  to  hand. 

The  question  thus  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  craft  is  an  old  one,  having  been  first  sug- 
gested at  a  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  year  1780,  when  the  eminent 
man  and  Mason — George  Washington — was  proposed  as  General  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  the 
United  States.  From  time  to  time  the  project  has  been  revived  ;  proposals  for  the  formation  of  a 
Grand  Lodge  with  powers  to  legislate  in  matters  of  general  interest  to  the  craft  have  emanated  from 
various  Grand  Lodges,  and  conventions  have  been  held.  These  efforts  so  often  repeated,  have  as 
yet  resulted  in  nothing  of  importance  or  value  to  the  craft,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  more 
worthy  results  will  be  attained  in  the  future.  With  very  few  exceptions,  the  various  Grand  Lodges 
of  the  country  have  firmly  declined  to  surrender  in  any  degree  their  independence  to  any  central 
body,  and  the  experience  of  the  past  seems  to  indicate  that  a  General  Grand  Body,  to  which  is 
delegated  only  advisory  powers,  does  not  possess  sufficient  cohesiveness  to  render  it  permanent  and 
eflcctive. 
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The  grand  master  reports  a  case  of  invasion  of  jurisdiction  wherein  an  Oregon 
lodge  having  made  a  Mason  of  Charles  Akins,  a  railroad  engineer  whose  home 
was  at  Shoshone,  Idaho,  he  directed,  pending  an  investigation,  that  Akins  should 
not  be  recognized  Masonically;  but  the  grand  master  of  Oregon  having  made  "a 
courteous  apology  for  an  offense  unwittingly  committed,"  he  not  only  hastened  to 
express  his  entire  satisfaction  with  the  reparation,  but  directed  the  Idaho  lodge  to 
recognize  Bro.  Akins  as  a  regularly  made  Mason.  As  no  pretense  can  be  made  that 
the  courteous  remarks  of  the  grand  master  of  Oregon  changed  the  facts  attendant 
upon  the  brother's  making,  this  case  admirably  illustrates  the  absurdity  of  the  orig- 
inal order  denying  the  Masonic  character  to  a  brother  who  had  confessedly  been 
made  in  a  regular  lodge.  Not  that  Bro.  Davis  is  a  sinner  above  many  others  in  this 
respect,  for  he  has  the  countenance  of  some  highly  respectable  grand  lodges  in  the 
course  pursued,  but  neither  his  act  nor  theirs  can  change  the  fact  that  a  Mason  made 
such  in  a  regular  lodge,  is  a  lawful  Mason. 

The  following,  in  answer  to  a  question  as  to  what  course  should  be  pursued 
when  a  member  objects  to  the  advancement  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  and  gives  his 
reasons  in  writing  therefor,  fully  recognizes  the  principle  embodied  in  the  Illinois 
law : 

Charges  must  be  preferred  in  regular  form,  and  trial  had.  in  order  to  stay  the  advancement  of 
an  Entered  Apprentice  or  Fellow^Craft.  This  trial  must  be  held  in  a  lodge  opened  on  the  highest  de- 
gree to  whicli  the  accused  has  attained,  and  he  has  the  right  to  be  present,  although  only  Master 
Masons  are  competent  to  act  as  members  of  the  tribunal.  Judgment  can  be  pronounced  only  in  a 
Master  Mason's  lodge.  Should  the  accused  not  be  convicted,  he  will  be  entitled  to  advancement. 
The  principle  involved  is  that  when  a  man  has  been  made  an  Entered  Apprentice  he  has  acquired 
certain  rights,  one  of  which  is  advancement  sinless  for  good  cause  shown  he  shall  be  debarred. 

The  grand  lodge  took  things  leisurely,  consuming  as  much  time  as  does  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  with  upwards  of  700  lodges,  but  where  brethren  travel  such 
long  distances  to  meet  as  they  do  in  Idaho  they  ought  to  make  much  of  their  meet- 
ing ;  granted  one  charter  and  issued  one  dispensation  for  a  new  lodge  ;  adopted  a 
resolution  excluding  intoxicants  from  all  Masonic  premises,  substantially  the  same  as 
the  provision  found  in  the  by-laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois ;  and  besides  the 
usual  routine  business,  wrestled  with  plans  for  securing  uniformity  of  work  with  the 
result  of  requesting  the  grand  master  to  appoint  a  committee  to  exemplify  a  proposed 
work  at  the  next  annual  communication. 

We  notice  one  thing  in  the  proceedings,  which  Illinois  might  profitably  copy, 
not  common  in  the  younger  grand  lodges,  although  the  plan  is  pursued  in  some  of 
the  older  ones,  viz. :  the  report  by  the  appropriate  committee  of  the  names  of  the 
members  constituting  the  lodge  to  which  charters  are  recommended  to  be  granted. 
By  this  means  information  which  many  often  desire  finds  its  way  into  the  published 
i'loceedings,  instead  of  becoming  simply  a  portion  of  the  archives  in  the  grand  secre- 
t  iry's  office,  not  always  accessible  for  timely  use. 

Edward  A.  Stevenson  was  elected  grand  master;  James  H.  Wickersham, 
re-elected  grand  secretary,  both  of  Boise  City. 
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A  handsome  memorial  page  of  the   Iowa  pattern  is  inscribed  to  M.  W.  Bro. 

GURNEY. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 

A  brief  but  valuable  historical  record  of  the  lodges  in  Idaho  is  given  by  the 
grand  secretary,  showing  their  genealogy,  and  organization  under  dispensation  and 
charter.     The  record  is  brought  down  to  1872. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Eufaula,  Muskogee  Nation,  Nov.  i,  1887,  the  repre- 
sentative of  Illinois  being  in  his  place  in  the  Southeast,  but  acting  also  as  grand 
chaplain  and  a  sort  of  overseer  of  the  work. 

The  grand  master  (Florian  H.  Nash)  says  a  little  discord  has  existed  in  some 
lodges,  but  all  happily  ended.  He  finds  one  fruitful  cause  of  dissension  to  be  the 
selection  of  lodge  officers,  and  says  it  is  natural  and  commendable  for  brethren  to 
desire  the  respect  of  their  lodges,  but  it  does  not  always  follow  that  to  hold  office 
will  command  respect,  for  all  are  not  competent,  and  it  often  happens  that  the  most 
competent,  on  account  of  their  modesty,  are  kept  in  the  background.  He  advises 
that  officers  be  selected  with  a  view  to  morals  as  well  as  ritual.  Another  point  to  be 
considered  is  the  gentlemanly  conduct  of  members  during  lodge  hours,  and  in  this 
connection  he  pertinently  asks  if  we  all  consult  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  others  in 
the  indulgence  of  the  tobacco  habit.  There  is  much  in  this  point  made  by  the  grand 
master,  and  one  need  not  go  to  the  Indian  Territory  to  find  lodges  to  which  his  ani- 
madversions apply.  Of  course  the  stream  will  not  rise  above  the  fountain,  but  there 
is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  rise  as  high  as  the  fountain,  and  iience  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  find  in  western  lodge-rooms  what  we  find  in  those  of  some  of  the 
older  jurisdictions,  in  the  matter  of  dress,  care  of  person,  and  manners,  a  school  of 
polite  society. 

The  grand  master  urged  the  grand  lodge  to  give  its  attention  to  the  question  of 
one  ballot  for  the  three  degrees,  feeling  certain  that  it  is  the  true  way  of  conducting 
business.  On  this  point  the  grand  lodge  concurred  in  the  report  of  a  special  com- 
mittee who  reported  that  it  was  not  advisable  to  change  "  the  old  established  custom 
of  passing  the  ballot  for  each  degree."  We  presume  that  because  the  three  ballot 
system  has  obtained  since  their  grand  lodge  was  formed,  a  dozen  years  ago,  the  com- 
mittee think  it  has  always  obtained.  On  the  contrary  it  is  a  modern  innovation,  and 
so  far  from  being  general,  the  system  of  one  ballot  prevails  in  the  oldest  jurisdictions 
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of  this  country,  as  it  does  also  in  England  where  the  practice  has  been  unbroken 
from  the  formation  of  the  first  grand  lodge. 

The  grand  master  expressed  great  regret  at  being  unable,  when  the  time  came, 
to  attend  the  Chicago  convention  of  grand  masters,  the  call  for  which  he  had  signed. 

If  Bro.  Berry,  who  had  been  charged  with  the  duty  of  collating  their  constitu- 
tion, by-laws  and  general  regulations,  has  struck  their  gait  correctly,  our  "  aboriginal 
brethren,"  as  Bro.  GuRNEY  was  wont  to  call  them,  don't  want  taffy.     He  says : 

These  inconsistencies,  repetitions,  contradictions  and  vagaries  must  be  weeded  out,  and  the 
sooner  it  is  done  the  better.  The  great  majority  of  the  Masons  of  the  Indian  Territory  want  a  plain, 
simple,  matter  of  fact  Code  of  Laws.  They  don't  care  a  rap  for  the  "genius  "  of  Masonry,  or  any 
other  fol-de-rol  of  that  sort.  They  want  something  they  can  understand,  and  understanding  live 
up  to. 

An  item  in  the  report  of  the  grand  secretary  illustrates  the  difficulty  of  getting 
lodges  to  take  action  on  constitutional  amendments  submitted  to  them.     He  says  : 

Three  lodges  only  have  officially  reported  action  on  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  pro- 
posed at  the  last  communication,  reducing  the  dues  to  Grand  Lodge  from  one  dollar  to  fifty  cents 
per  member.  Jim-Town,  No.  i6,  and  Bennington,  No.  19,  voted  for,  and  Lone  Grove  against  the 
amendment. 

There  are  twenty-five  lodges  on  the  roll,  and  only  a  scant  eighth  of  these  could 
be  got  to  act  on  a  proposition  reducing  their  taxes ! 

The  grand  orator,  the  Rev.  Bro.  A.  Frank  Ross,  delivered  an  exceedingly 
practical,  and  the  grand  secretary  also  says  a  "timely"  address  on  "  Square  Work," 
in  which  gambling,  intemperance,  profanity  and  slander  are  handled  without  gloves. 

From  the  report  of  the  committee  on  law  and  usage  we  copy  to  commend  the 
two  decisions  which  were  general  in  their  character : 

3.  We  would  respectfully  recommend  that  Decision  No.  2  be  changed  to  read  as  follows  : 
"  A  Worshipful  Master  cannot  be  tried  by  his  lodge,  after  his  term  has  expired,  for  an  official 
offense  committed  while  in  office  ;  he  should  be  impeached  while  in  office." 

4.  In  regard  to  Decision  No.  5,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  member  of  a  lodge  can,  by 
unanimous  consent  of  his  lodge,  be  excused  from  ballotting  on  a  petition  for  initiation  or  advance- 
ment. 

The  grand  lodge  adopted  the  following  by  unanimous,  rising  vote : 

Whereas,  The  laws  of  the  United  States  prohibit  the  introduction  of  intoxicating  liquors 
into  the  Indian  Territory,  and  the  several  tribal  nations  have  endorsed  these  laws  by  enacting 
similar  ones  ;  and  whereas,  the  evil  of  intemperance  is  one  of  the  greatest  curses  to  our  country  and 
one  of  the  most  prolific  causes  of  dissention  among  the  Craft ;  and. 

Whereas,  Temperance  is  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues  of  Masonry ;  and  we,  as  Masons,  are 
pledged  to  uphold  and  support  the  laws  of  our  country ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  Whenever  any  Mason  shall  appear  in  public  in  an  intoxicated  condition,  the  W.  M. 
of  his  lodge,  at  the  next  regular  meeting,  shall  order  the  J.  W.  to  prefer  charges  against  the  broth- 
er ;  and  should  any  Mason  appear  in  a  Masonic  hall,  during  labor,  in  an  into.xicated  condition,  the 
W.  M.  shall  temporarily  suspend  such  brother  until  the  J.  W.  shall  have  preferred  charges,  and  the 
matter  be  passed  upon  by  the  lodge  ;  and  be  it  further 
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Resolved,  That  when  any  subordinate  lodge  refuses  to  properly  discipline  its  members  for 
intemperance  or  other  un-Masonic  conduct,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  M.  W.  G.  M.  to  arrest  the 
charter  of  such  lodge,  and  report  the  facts  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  next  meeting. 

In  SO  far  as  the  first  of  these  resolutions  assumes  to  add  anything  to  the  powers 
of  the  master  its  adoption  is  to  be  deprecated.  His  power  to  exclude  from  the  lodge 
room  any  brother  entering  it  in  a  state  of  intoxication  is  already  ample,  to  be  exer- 
cised at  his  peril,  of  course,  if  he  abuses  it ;  if  it  were  possible  to  add  to  it  by  resolu- 
tion the  power  of  suspension  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  it  would  be 
a  power  with  which  no  one  man  ought  to  be  invested.  Temporary  exclusion  for 
manifest  intoxication  would  always  command  the  respect  and  support  of  the  mem- 
bers; the  power  to  suspend  from  any  right  save  that  of  sitting  in  the  lodge,  resting 
upon  his  own  judgment  whether  the  alleged  offender  had  passed  the  line  between 
sobriety  and  inebriety,  might  be  exercised  in  a  way  to  forfeit  both  support  and  re- 
spect. Apart  from  and  above  all  this  is  the  fatal  objection  that  the  resolution  recog- 
nizes the  assumption  that  Masonic  rights  may  be  alienated  without  due  process  of 
law,  that  is,  that  they  be  alienated  in  advance  of  a  trial  and  conviction ;  a  heresy  in 
whatever  guise  it  may  present  itself. 

Florian  H.  Nash,  of  Fort  Gibson,  Cherokee  Nation,  was  re-elected  grand 
master;  Joseph  S.  Murrow,  Atoka,  Choctaw  Nation,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  53),  noticing  the  American  grand  lodges,  is 
the  work  of  Grand  Secretary  Murrow. 

He  characterizes  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  severing  fraternal 
relations  with  Illinois,  for  forbidding  Masonic  intercourse  with  the  alien  lodges  in 
Quebec,  as  silly;  commends  the  decisions  of  Grand  Master  Darrah,  and  of  Bro. 
GURNEY  says : 

Away  back  yonder  in  1877  and  1878,  when  we  were  struggling  against  opposition  at  home  and 
abroad,  to  establish  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  in  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the 
Territory  and  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  States,  Brother  T.  T.  Gurney  took  us  by  the  hand  and  bade 
us  hope  and  continue  to  work.  From  that  time  until  his  death  he  was  our  true  friend,  and  we  weep 
unfeignedly  over  his  untimely  grave. 

Fare  thee  well,  Brother  Gurney.  We  prized  your  friendship  while  you  lived,  and  your  mem- 
ory is  enshrined  in  our  heart.     Some  time  we  shall  meet  again. 

Of  course  in  so  brief  a  report  as  the  finances  of  his  grand  lodge  compel  him  to 
make — for  he  says  he  once  wrote  one  so  long  that  they  couldn't  print  it,  and  he  don't 
propose  to  be  caught  in  that  trap  again — he  can  give  few  opinions,  but  occasionally 
they  crop  out.  He  says  of  the  Connecticut  trouble  that  a  conflict  arose  which  im- 
prudence on  both  sides  has  deepened  and  widened ;  expresses  pity  for  the  Dakota 
committee  charged  with  the  duty  of  reporting  on  what  is  legitimate  Masonry,  and 
what  is  the  status  of  a  non-affiliate,  and  considering  how  much  darkness  has  been 
shed  on  both  questions  by  Masonic  "  lights,"  it  is  no  wonder  he  feels  that  way;  says 
of  the  Mississippi  decision  that  a  candidate  with  the  right  index  finger  dislocated 
backwards  at  the  "  metacarpo  phalangal  articulation,"  etc.,  that  "  if  the  poor  fellow 
can  survive  that  sort  of  thing  it  looks  like  he  ought  to  be  eligible  to  almost  anything ;" 
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doubts  the  propriety  of  such  heroic  measures  as  those  adopted  by  Quebec  in  the  con- 
troversy with  England,  but  admires  the  firmness  of  the  grand  master  and  grand  lodge 
of  that  Province ;  gives  vent  to  his  feelings  on  reading  the  Tennessee  record  that  the 
"degree  "of  past  master  was  conferred  on  certain  actual  masters,  by  an  italicized 
"  Bosh!"  ;  gives  evidence  that  he  has  experimental  knowledge  of  how  it  affects  one 
to  have  the  printer  close  to  his  heels ;  does  not  know  why  Indian  Territory  does  not 
appear  in  the  review  of  Bro.  Drinkard,  unless  it  is  because  they  are  not  of  the  first 
families,  and  admonishes  their  Virginia  brother  to  remember  PocAHONTAS ;  and  with 
startling  but  charming  naivete  says  of  Masonic  orations  : 

We  are  often  perplexed  to  discover  the  special  theme  of  Masonic  orations.  We  wish  Ma- 
sonic orators  would  do  like  most  preachers,  announce  the  theme  or  subject  of  their  discourses  ;  it 
would  save  a  good  deal  of  thought  trying  to  find  this  out  while  reading  these  orations. 

How  many  members  of  the  reviewing  corps  will  make  their  confession  to  them- 
selves and  say,  "  Thank  you,  my  brother  ! " 


IOWA,  1888. 

Volume  XL,  Part  i,  of  the  Annuals  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  is  a  notable 
volume,  but  after  all  this  is  saying  nothing  new.  It  is  adorned  with  two  fine  steel 
portraits,  one  of  the  present  grand  master,  M.  W.  E.  C.  BlackmAR,  and  the  other  of 
Past  Grand  Master  John  F.  Sanford,  whom  it  was  our  good  fortune  to  know  per- 
sonally, but  better  as  a  brilliant  surgeon  than  as  a  Mason.  The  title  page  bears  a 
fac  similie  of  the  medal  struck  in  commemoration  of  the  library,  the  pride  of  the 
reading  Masons  of  Iowa,  and  one  of  the  monuments  of  Grand  Secretary  Parvin. 
We  say  one  of  the  monuments,  for  the  less  tangible  results  of  his  fifty  years  of  Ma- 
sonic labor  will  constitute  a  monument  no  less  enduring. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Cedar  Rapids,  June  5,  1888. 

Grand  Master  Blackmar  makes  no  attempt  in  his  address  to  thresh  over  the 
old  straw  from  which  the  flails  of  grand  masters  and  grand  orators  have  succeeded 
time  out  of  mind  in  raising  dusty  clouds  of  misinformation.  If,  however,  his  self- 
depreciating  estimate  of  his  training  is  correct  from  his  standpoint,  his  address  gives 
abundant  evidence  of  a  fact  often  demonstrated,  that  contact  with  men,  and  the  strug- 
gle for  life  which  is  too  closely  matched  in  youth  to  permit  the  acquisition  of  what 
the  world  calls  an  education,  may  be  the  best  training  for  executive  responsibilities. 

He  takes  his  position  with  the  most  advanced  opposition  to  the  doctrine  that 
grand  masters  possess  prerogatives  not  conferred  by  the  constitution,  and  the  report 
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of  his  official  acts  shows  that  he  tried  to  hew  carefully  to  his  own  line.  We  do  not 
think  his  reasoning  is  conclusive.  Nor  do  we  think  he  and  those  who  think  with 
him  will  occupy  tenable  ground,  viewed  from  their  own  standpoint,  until  they  shall 
deny  the  dispensing  power  in  all  things.  We  do  not  claim  for  the  grand  master  the 
power  to  dispense  with  any  regulation  which  is  essential  to  any  inherent  right  of  a 
lodge  or  a  brother ;  but  if  he  may  not  dispense  with  the  law  on  any  point  that  is 
covered  by  grand  lodge  regulations,  how  can  he  exercise  the  dispensing  power  to  re- 
lieve a  lodge  from  the  operation  of  its  own  laws,  laws  that  are  just  as  much  laws  as 
those  of  the  grand  lodge,  because  so  long  as  its  enactments  do  not  conflict  with  the 
prescriptions  of  the  grand  lodge,  the  right  of  the  lodge  to  make  laws  for  its  own 
government  is  as  complete  as  that  of  the  grand  lodge  itself. 

On  the  question  of  physical  qualifications  his  position  is  in  strict  accord  with  the 
law  and  the  utterances  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  as  it  is  also  in  cases  where  his 
interference  was  invoked  in  such  a  manner  as  practically  to  amount  to  an  appeal,  in 
which  he  decided  that  an  appeal  lay  to  the  grand  lodge,  not  to  the  grand  master. 

One  of  the  best  evidences  of  the  manner  in  which  the  personality  of  the  grand 
master  had  impressed  itself  upon  the  Craft  in  Iowa  is  found  in  the  result  of  his  com- 
munication to  the  lodges  notifying  them  that  he  should  enforce  the  law  requiring  the 
payment  of  grand  lodge  dues  by  a  certain  date.  The  masters  and  secretaries  had 
been  admonished,  and  scolded,  and  pleaded  with  by  the  grand  secretary  for  these 
many  years  without  effect.  The  time  fixed  upon  passed,  always  finding  many  in  ar- 
rears, and  the  annual  communication,  held  months  afterward,  always  found  many 
delinquent  in  returns  and  dues.  But  when  the  grand  master  spoke  out  they  got 
themselves  round  speedily,  and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  grand  lodge  the 
grand  secretary  was  able  to  report  that  all  the  lodges  had  sent  up  their  returns  and 
dues,  and  all  but  two  of  them  within  the  time  fixed  by  law. 

In  the  matter  of  dispensations  for  new  lodges  the  grand  master  pursued  a  very 
sagacious  course  to  secure  thorough  information  as  to  the  situation  in  each  case, 
sending  a  searching  inquiry  sheet  to  the  master  of  each  lodge  adjacent  to  the  pro- 
posed new  jurisdiction,  and  to  the  proposed  new  lodge  a  blank  to  be  filled  by  the 
first  master  and  wardens — 

Embracing  a  "  statement  of  facts  "  in  relation  to  the  proposed  lodge  and  its  petitioners,  giv- 
ing a  description  of  the  hall  engaged  for  its  use,  the  rental  to  be  paid,  its  occupancy,  the  population 
of  the  town,  the  population  of  the  proposed  new  territory,  number  of  anticipated  new  members 
within  the  current  year,  whether  or  not  all  the  petitioners  are  bonaf.de  and  expect  to  remain  mem- 
bers of  the  new  lodge,  whether  or  not  any  of  them  are  saloon-keepers  or  engaged  directly  or  indi- 
rectly in  the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  whether  or  not  any  of  them  are  in  the  habit  of 
becoming  intoxicated. 

After  proper  reference  to  the  question  of  work,  and  the  library,  he  urged,  as  his 
predecessor  had  done,  the  adoption  of  some  plan  to  secure  the  erection  and  mainte- 
nance of  a  home  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  brethren. 

On  this  subject  the  committee  on  grand  master's  address  reported  the  following : 
That  there  may  be  a  beginning  to  this  laudable  and  worthy  object,  we  ask  the  grand  lodge  to 
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consider  at  this  session  the  advancement  of  dues  to  one  dollar  per  annum,  and  that  33 J^  per  cent,  of 
the  gross  receipts  of  this  grand  lodge  be  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  founding  of  an  institu- 
tion to  be  known  as  The  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home,  and  that  upon  the  passage  of  this 
act  the  grand  secretary  be  instructed  to  immediately  advise  all  lodges  of  the  change,  setting  forth 
in  detail  the  reasons  theretor.     The  advance  to  take  effect  from  and  after  July  ist,  next. 

We  had  supposed  that  after  the  experience  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky, 
no  jurisdiction  as  well  informed  of  what  is  going  on  elsewhere  as  is  Iowa,  would 
embark  in  asylum  building  on  a  plan  which  involved  taxation  by  the  grand  lodge — 
a  plan  which  takes  no  account  of  the  fundamental  idea  of  Masonic  charity,  that  is, 
the  relative  ability  of  individuals  to  pay,  and  which  in  1879  Grand  Master  Pettit 
confessed  had  been  "  the  rock  that  came  well  nigh  dividing,  if  not  stranding  it  [the 
Craft  of  Kentucky]  forever." 

In  conclusion  the  grand  master  paid  a  high  and  deserved  compliment  to  Grand 
Secretary  Parvin  "whose  half  century  experience  in  the  Masonic  field  "  had  so  em- 
inently qualified  him  to  aid  and  advise  him.  In  his  own  report  Bro.  Parvin  alludes 
to  his  jubilee  reception  (March  14,  1888,)  when  the  Library  was  informally  opened 
to  welcome  the  friends — Masonic  and  otherwise — who  came  to  greet  and  congratu- 
late him  on  having  reached  the  fiftieth  mile-stone  in  his  Masonic  pilgrimage.  Clos- 
ing, he  says  : 

To  the  many,  from  Maine  to  Utah,  who  by  letter  and  friendly  sentiment  joined  the  happy 
throng  that  evening,  we  can  only  say  how  much  we  appreciate  such  little  deeds  of  kindness,  and 
how  much  they  serve  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  a  busy  life,  saddened  in  late  years  by  sorrows  the 
world  knows  not  of. 

I  have  the  consciousness  of  the  reward  arising  from  the  discharge  of  my  duties  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  the  Masons  of  Iowa.  No  praise  from  brethren  can  ever  equal  this,  and  no  ingratitude 
can  make  it  less.  Such  an  approval  I  enjoy,  and  hope  to  transmit  to  my  children  as  their  heritage. 
It  is  all  I  have  to  leave  them. 

Later  Bro.  PARVIN  found  that  not  he  alone  was  conscious  of  the  value  of  his 
services  to  Masonry  and  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  when,  immediately  upon  the 
announcement  of  his  re-election  as  grand  secretary,  Bro.  Clark  Varnum  stood  by 
his  side  on  the  dais  and  in  language  so  appreciative  that  it  must  have  been  more 
grateful  than  the  gift  itself,  presented  him  with  a  certificate  of  deposit  for  ^1,530, 
made  up  of  the  mites  of  all  who  felt  disposed  to  contribute  to  the  "  Parvin  Jubilee 
Fund." 

As  we  read  the  closing  words  of  Bro.  Parvin's  record  of  the  event,  how — 
"  Until  the  delegates  had  assembled  and  we  could  look  into  their  faces  and  '  behold 
what  manner  of  men  they  were,'  we  had,  from  the  experience  of  the  past  year,  been 
led  to  fear  a  returning  cyclone  rather  than  look  for  the  gentle  zephyr  so  refreshing  to 
the  weary  pilgrim  journeying  over  life's  rugged  way," — we  do  not  wonder  that  he 
found  himself  unable  to  respond  to  the  request  of  the  grand  master  to  reproduce 
what  he  said  in  reply. 

Bro.  Parvin  presented  eloquent  memorial  tributes,  which  he  had  prepared  at 
the  request  of  the  grand  master,  to  Moses   Bickford,  past  master  of  Winchester 
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Lodge,  No.  33,  nearly  sixty-four  years  a  Mason  and  the  oldest  Mason  in  Iowa,  and 
to  several  distinguished  brethren  deceased  in  other  jurisdictions. 

As  usual  the  grand  secretary's  report  is  replete  with  valuable  matter,  but  we 
cannot  pause  here  to  notice  it  all.  Upon  his  recommendation  the  following  distin- 
guished brethren  were  elected  honorary  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  with 
the  honorary  rank  of  past  senior  grand  warden  (the  first  five  in  recognition  of  their 
valuable  literary  labors  in  Masonry,  and  the  last  two  because  of  their  interest  in  and 
contributions  to  the  library)  viz. :  WiLLiAM  James  Hughan,  Robert  Freke 
Gould  and  John  Lane,  of  England ;  David  Murray  Lyon,  Scotland ;  Dr.  J.  G. 
FiNDEL,  Germany ;  John  F.  Matthew.s,  New  Brunswick ;  and  William  B.  Alli- 
son, Iowa. 

The  grand  lodge  did  an  immense  amount  of  work  in  adopting  a  new  constitu- 
tion, and  in  considering  and  adopting  a  new  code  of  laws  drawn  to  conform  to  the 
new  organic  law,  both  the  work  of  Past  Grand  Master  Granger.  In  his  report  sub- 
mitting the  code  Bro.  Granger  announced  that  he  had  dropped  the  term  By-Law, 
believing  "that  it  possesses  no  significance  justifying  its  retention,"  and  in  its  place 
used  the  term  "/rtTc,"  which  he  said  was  equally  comprehensive,  and  indeed  more 
so,  and  that  thereby  the  impression  that  a  by-law  is  a  law  distinguished  from  other 
general  laws  will  be  avoided.     We  like  the  change. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  grievances  and  appeals  is  very  thorough  and  in- 
structive. The  committee  argue  at  length  that  a  brother  cannot  be  twice  put  on  trial 
for  the  .same  offense,  and  that  after  charges  have  become  the  property  of  the  lodge, 
if  the  lodge  permits  a  charge  to  be  withdrawn  or  dismissed  it  is  to  be  taken  as  mean- 
ing thereby  that  no  Masonic  crime  has  been  committed,  and  the  action  is  therefore 
tantamount  to  an  acquittal  on  that  charge,  and  he  cannot  again  be  called  to  answer 
to  it.     The  grand  lodge  concurred. 

Nine  charters  were  granted. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  185)  is  one  of  Grand  Secretary  Parvin's 
inimitable  ones,  crammed  with  erudition,  bristling  all  over  with  his  personality,  and 
as  refreshingly  outspoken  as  is  his  wont.  Sometimes  he  goes  off  at  half-cock,  as  in 
his  review  of  Illinois  to  which  he  devotes  four  pages.  Copying  Grand  Master  Dar- 
rah's  statement  that  our  relations  with  the  grand  lodges  of  the  world  were  most 
amicable  and  satisfactory,  with  a  single  exception,  and  that  he  was  much  gratified 
that  nothing  had  transpired  in  the  case  of  the  exception  to  prevent  members  of  both 
jurisdictions  from  clasping  each  other  by  the  hand  as  Masons,  of  visiting  lodges  in 
either  jurisdiction,  etc.,  Bro.  Parvin  says  : 

The  only  exception  revealed  in  the  proceedings  of  this  or  previous  years  is  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England,  against  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  has  iss\ied  her  edict  of  non-intercourse,  be- 
cause the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  will  not  compel  three  of  her  lodges  located  in  the  city  of  Mon- 
treal to  withdraw  from  her  jurisdiction  and  come  under  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec.  What 
are  we  to  understand  as  the  meaning  of  that  edict  if  it  be  so  easily  set  aside,  as  is  declared  in  the 
grand  master's  address  ? 
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The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  not  having  issued  any  edict  of  non-intercourse 
against  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  we  might,  if  we  cared  to  be  hypercritical,  ask 
what  we  are  to  understand  as  the  meaning  ot  the  above ;  but  the  reason  he  assigns 
for  the  supposed  edict  shows  that  he  had  either  carelessly  read,  or  forgotten  what  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  really  was,  and  if  the  latter,  that  his  memory 
was  still  treacherous  when  he  came  to  Bro.  Browning's  report,  in  his  very  kindly 
notice  of  which,  he  says : 

Bro.  Browning  takes  us  to  task  for  our  remark  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  in  its  edict 
of  non-intercourse  against  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  was  subject  to  the  charge  of  child's  play. 

He  then  adds  that  because  we  courteously  asked  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  to  recommend 
the  recusant  lodges  to  withdraw  from  its  jurisdiction  and  affiliate  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec, 
we  are  guilty  of  child's  play.  We  can't  see  it.  It  is  easy  to  lead  a  horse  to  water,  but  not  so  easy 
to  make  him  drink.  We  could  show  our  good  intentions,  and  ask  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  to 
do  a  good  thing.  If  she  refused,  we  had  certainly  done  no  wrong  ;  but  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois 
undertook  to  compel  the  grand  lodge  to  do  it,  and  most  signally  failed.  Better  not  attempt  to  do 
an  impossible  thing. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  long  since  rec- 
ognized as  the  sovereign  source  of  authority  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  which  is 
considered  .sufficiently  sovereign  in  Iowa  to  be  accorded  an  interchange  of  represen- 
tatives, having  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  were  three  putative  Masonic 
lodges  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  situate  within  its  territory,  which  were  not  lawful 
lodges  of  Masons,  Illinois,  as  in  duty  bound  by  her  engagements  voluntarily  assumed , 
took  notice  of  the  fact  and  ordered  that  the  Masons  of  her  obedience  should  hold  no 
Masonic  intercourse  with  these  unlawful  bodies  or  their  members.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  took  umbrage  at  this  and  terminated  diplomatic  relations  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  but  neither  grand  lodge  has  issued  an  edict  of  non-inter- 
course against  the  other.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  could  not  fail  in  what  it  un- 
dertook, because  it  undertook  nothing  the  success  of  which  was  contingent  upon  the 
action  of  any  other  body.  Its  action  was  complete  in  itself.  The  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa  could  show  its  good  intentions,  as  our  brother  says,  but  it  required  the  assent 
of  another  grand  lodge  to  give  them  value  except  as  paving  material  for  a  jurisdic- 
tion which  he  would  regard  with  a  horror  akin  to  that  which  he  feels  for  a  Cerneau 
supreme  council.  No  symptom  of  that  assent  being  given  has  yet  shown  itself. 
Meanwhile  what  becomes  of  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  towards  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  to  which  it  could  only  have  accorded  recognition  because  it 
regarded  that  grand  lodge  as  the  only  legitimate  source  of  authority  in  that  Province, 
a  light  in  which  the  avowed  object  of  its  action  that  don't  act,  shows  that  it  still  re- 
gards it. 

Bro.  Parvin  finds  much  which  he  commends  in  the  address  of  Grand  Master 
Darrah  ;  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  Illinois  proceedings  in  less  than  two 
weeks  after  the  grand  lodge  closed,  and  thereupon  compliments  Grand  Secretary 
MuNN  as  being  in  that  respect  the  first  among  his  equals ;  pays  a  high  tribute  to  Bro. 
GuRNEY,  of  whom  he  justly  says  that  no  better,  purer,  or  abler  man  ever  filled  the 
place  of  reviewer  for  his  grand  lodge  ;  speaks  highly  of  Past  Grand  Master  Buck, 
whose  acquaintance  he  made  in  1856;  commends  Bro.  Hooper's  oration;  quotes 
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many  points  from  Bro.  Browning's  report  with  which  he  is  in  accord,  but  alluding 
to  his  expressed  doubt  as  to  whether  the  absence  of  Grand  Master  Allen,  of  Iowa, 
from  the  Chicago  meeting,  was  not  intentional,  says  he  is  unable  to  enlighten  him, 
but  gives  it  as  his  private  opinion  that  Bro.  Allen  "honored  more  in  the  breach 
than  he  would  have  done  in  the  observance  of  his  first  intention  and  had  gone ;" 
and  finding  Iowa  at  the  heel  of  Bro.  Browning's  docket,  inquires  why  it  is  thus  and 
wants  to  know  of  Bro.  MUNN  if  he  did  not  receipt  for  their  proceedings  on  the  first 
of  July.  When  they  have  settled  their  differences  we  shall  inquire  why  he  spells  our 
name  with  one  b. 

Bro.  Parvin  has  the  same  complaint  to  make  as  Bro.  MuRROW  of  certain  pub- 
lished orations,  and  wishes  like  him  that  grand  orators,  like  preachers  should  an- 
nounce their  text  that  he  may  know  what  their  subject  is. 

Referring  to  the  allusion  of  Bro.  Goldwater  to  the  one  ballot  rule  as  "  good 
old  Masonry,"  he  says  he  is  not  prepared  to  say  how  old  this  Masonry  is,  but  from 
the  experience  of  Iowa  he  declares  it  to  be  very  good;  which  seems  a  sufficient  prov- 
ocation for  us  to  repeat  the  statement  which  we  made  in  our  report  of  1873,  when 
we  were  discussing  this  subject  vdth  the  lamented  Scot,  of  Louisiana,  that  it  is  as 
old  as  the  first  grand  lodge,  a  statement  which  we  made  on  the  authority  of  a  private 
letter  from  Bro.  Hughan,  "who,"  we  said,  "had  carefully  examined  the  constitu- 
tions of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  from  its  formation  down  to  the  present  year, 
with  reference  to  this  very  question,  and  finds  that  no  more  than  one  ballot  has  ever 
been  required.  Nor  is  he  aware  that  anywhere  in  England  is  a  ballot  taken  for  the 
second  and  third  degrees,  although  frequently  fees  are  charged  additional  to  the  in- 
itiation sum." 

With  reference  to  two  cognate  questions,  first,  whether  it  is  proper  to  permit 
those  who  are  not  Masons  to  act  as  pall-bearers  at  a  Masonic  funeral,  and  second, 
whether  when  performing  the  funeral  ceremony  the  lodge  should  be  at  labor  or  re- 
freshment, he  says : 

Without  entering  into  a  discussion  at  this  time  of  either  of  these  questions,  we  yet  venture  an 
opinion  that  it  is  both  Masonic  and  eminently  proper  in  many  cases  to  permit  persons  who  are  not 
Masons  to  act  as  pall-bearers.  A  few  years  since  we  were  called  upon  to  conduct  the  funwal  ser- 
vices of  a  past  grand  master  of  this  jurisdiction  who  was  at  the  same  time  a  prominent  officer  of  the 
Episcopal  church  in  the  city  of  his  residence.  The  services  were  held  in  the  church,  the  religious 
services  being  conducted  by  the  rector  of  the  church,  when  at  their  conclusion  we  conducted  the 
Masonic  services.  The  brother  had  in  life  designated  who  he  wished  to  act  as  pall-bearers,  select- 
ing them  from  the  church  as  well  as  his  lodge. 

And  we  here  put  it  upon  record  that  when  such  services  shall  be  performed  over  our  remains, 
we  wish  a  portion  of  the  pall-bearers  to  be  taken  from  the  church  with  which  we  are  connected,  and 
we  havelittle  regard  for  the  narrow-mindedness  of  the  Mason  who  preaches  such  exclusiveness  on 
such  occasions. 

In  Illinois,  where  the  lodge  is  at  labor  on  such  occasions,  we  have  followed  a 
plan  when  called  upon  to  bury  the  dead,  that  avoided  all  jarring  and  yet  satisfied 
the  strict  rule.  In  cases  where  the  family,  while  desiring  for  the  deceased  Masonic 
burial  yet  wished  some  to  participate  as  pall-bearers  who  were  not  Masons,  the  lodge 
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did  not  take  charge  of  the  body  until  its  arrival  at  the  grave,  simply  having  the  place 
of  escort  until  that  time,  when  those  who  had  acted  in  that  capacity  at  the  church, 
or  home,  gave  place  to  those  appointed  by  the  master,  who  removed  it  from  the 
hearse  and  had  full  charge  thereafter.  We  have  never  known  an  instance  in  which 
this  was  not  satisfactory  to  all. 

In  correcting  the  error  of  a  reviewer  who  spoke  of  Bro.  Simons  as  "  the  oldest 
reporter  by  service  now  on  duty,"  he  presents  a  short  table  of  statistics  gathered  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  fifty  years,  showing  the  years  in  which  those  now  on  duty 
wrote  their  first  repons:  Parvin,  of  Iowa,  1845;  Reed,  Washington,  1859; 
Drummond,  Maine,  1865;  Simons,  New  York,  1868;  Chadwick,  Oregon,  1868; 
Hedges,  Montana,  1868;  Pierson,  Minnesota,  1869.  Until  we  read  this  it  never 
occurred  to  us  that  we  were  among  the  veterans  of  the  corps.  Our  first  report  was 
also  written  in  1869. 

Bro.  Parvin's  report  gives  abundant  evidence  that  "  Cemeauism  "  is  his  red 
rag.  For  the  information  ot  most  of  our  home  readers  perhaps  we  ought  to  explain 
that  the  term  Cemeau  is  adjectively  applied  to  certain  bodies  of  the  so-called  Scot- 
tish Rite  who  find  their  warrant  for  existence  in  what  in  the  vernacular  of  that  mul- 
titudinous agglomeration  is  called  a  "  patent,"  from  one  Joseph  Cerneau,  by  cer- 
tain other  bodies  of  the  same  species  who  hold  a  "patent"  from  some  other  fellow, 
by  virtue  ot  which  they  claim  that  the  sole  right  to  confer  these  side  degrees,  in  cer- 
tain States,  belongs  to  a  spectacular  combination  known  as  the  Supreme  Council  of 
the  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  of  the  Holy  Empire  of  the  Northern  Juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  of  America.  For  legitimate  Masonry  the  question  which 
of  these  two  is  the  real  heir,  or  whether  neither  of  them  is — there  being  in  Boston 
alone  three  or  four  other  more  or  less  obscure  holders  of  patents,  each  claiming  to  be 
the  original  Ticheorne — for  legitimate  Masonry  this  question  would  have  no  more 
essential  interest  than  the  disputed  authorship  of  "  The  Beautiful  Snow,"  were  it  not 
that  the  warring  factions  have  transferred  the  seat  of  war  from  their  pinchbeck  em- 
pire to  the  republic  of  the  true  Fraternity.  The  grand  lodges  in  several  jurisdictions 
have  been  dragged  into  the  quarrel,  through  the  influence  of  trusted  and  honored 
members,  whose  brethren  could  never  believe  them  capable  of  forgetting  their  prim- 
ary duty  to  genuine  Masonry,  with  its  common  level  of  equal  rights  and  equal  eligi- 
bilities, in  a  mad  scramble  for  the  baubles  and  distinctions  of  a  seven-by-nine  by-play 
of  imperialism. 

Through  such  influences,  wielded  at  the  behest  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the 
Northern  Jurisdiction,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  was  induced  to  abdicate 
its  position  as  the  conservator  of  Masonry,  and  the  only  power  which  could  create 
regular  and  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies,  and  voluntarily  parcel  out  to  a  half 
dozen  other  bodies  the  heritage  whose  preservation  intact  was  the  sole  warrant  of  its 
being. 

No  evidence  was  required  to  make  clear  to  our  mind  the  real  animus  of  the 
Massachusetts  constitutional  amendment,  beyond  the  ear-marks  which  it  bore,  not- 
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withstanding  the  ostentatious  pretence  with  which  it  was  put  forward  that  it  was  an 
assertion  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  grand  lodge  and  designed  to  protect  its  lodges 
from  imposition.  Because  the  Rite  of  Memphis  hadn't  friends  enough  anywhere  to 
make  it  dangerous  to  provoke  their  opposition,  the  promoters  of  the  Massachusetts 
scheme  beat  the  Memphis  tom-toms  until  multitudes  of  guileless  brethren  really  be- 
lieved the  movement  was  directed  against  that  concern.  Bro.  Parvin,  however,  fur- 
nishes the  evidence  that  the  action  of  Massachusetts  was,  as  we  unhesitatingly  de- 
clared at  the  time,  simply  designed  to  bolster  up  one  faction  of  Scotch  Riters  as 
against  a  rival  body  of  the  same.  He  congratulates  himself  that  the  same  influence 
that  compelled  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  to  do  a  lackey's  work  for  the  su- 
preme council,  has  also  captured  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  but  he  credits  the  former 
grand  lodge  with  being  "the  leader  of  the  movement"  against  "the  Cerneau  bod- 
ies." That  we  have  not  misunderstood  him  as  to  the  particular  body  against  which 
the  Massachusetts  amendment  was  aimed,  and  that  we  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  as  to 
the  body  in  whose  interest  it  was  brought  forward,  is  further  made  apparent  by  his 
comments  on  the  answer  of  Grand  Master  Williams,  of  Ohio,  to  questions  concern- 
ing bodies  "  which  go  under  the  name  of  Cerneau  Bodies  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite," 
viz. :  that  they  "  are  irregular,  illegal,  and  un-Masonic."     Of  this  Bro.  Parvin  says  : 

We  therefore  publicly  affirm  our  endorsement  of  the  regularity,  legality  aud  Masonic  correct- 
ness of  this  forcible  utterance  of  Grand  Master  Williams.  The  entire  body  of  Cerneaus  are  mis- 
chief-makers, breeding  disturbance  and  destroying  the  peace  and  harmony  of  every  Grand  Lodge 
into  whose  jurisdiction  they  have  thus  far  "irregularly,  illegally  and  un-Masonically  "  entered,  in 
violation  of  the  universally  recognized  Masonic  law  of  sovereignty  of  Grand  Bodies,  whether  they 
be  lodges,  Chapters,  Commanderies  or  Supreme  Councils,  as  held  by  every  true  Mason  of  the 
present  day. 

Of  course  the  only  sovereignty  that  could  be  touched  by  them  is  the  sovereignty 
of  the  other  faction.  But  this  is  not  the  only  cat  which  he  lets  out  of  the  meal  bag 
while  talking  on  this  subject.  Commenting  on  the  belief  expressed  by  Bro.  Staton, 
of  Kentucky,  that  the  grand  lodge  has  the  power  to  define  who  may  use  its  ritual 
and  ceremonies  in  the  propagation  of  any  rite  whatever,  he  says  : 

Now  it  is  a  fact  well  known  to  every  Royal  Arch  Mason,  Knight  Templar,  and  Thirty-sec- 
ond degree  Mason  of  the  Scotch  Rite,  that  in  all  chapters,  commanderies  and  councils,  the  ritual 
and  ceremonies  of  grand  lodge  Masons  are  used  to  a  certain  extent,  and  no  one  has  ever  doubted 
the  right  of  grand  lodges  to  declare  what  grand  chapters  and  grand  commanderies  are  legal,  and 
have  a  right  to  use  her  ritual  and  ceremonies.  Why,  then,  has  she  not  a  right  to  declare  between 
two  contending  grand  councils,  both  of  them  using  her  ritual,  and  one  of  which  cannot  possibly  be 
legal,  which  shall  be  permitted  to  do  so  ? 

In  view  of  this  remarkable  confession  of  a  condition  of  things  in  chapters,  com- 
manderies and  councils  which  of  course  a  portion  of  the  membership  on  the  equal 
floor  of  the  grand  lodge  cannot  knozv  to  exist,  and  in  view  of  the  still  more  remark- 
able assumption  that  no  one  has  ever  doubted  the  right  of  the  grand  lodge  to  declare 
what  chapters  and  commanderies  have  a  right  to  use  her  ritual  and  ceremonies,  the 
question  becomes  startlingly  pertinent — By  what  right  could  any  grand  lodge  assume 
to  absolve  a  brother  from  the  duty  imposed  upon  him  by  a  law  older  and  higher  than 
itself,  laying  him  under  obligations  not  to  communicate  the  rituals  and  ceremonies 
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within  the  body  of  any  organization  save  that  of  a  just  and  lawfully  constituted 
lodge  ? 

Perhaps  because  it  has  never  occurred  to  him  to  doubt  the  right  of  the  grand 
lodge  to  declare  some  other  body  besides  a  lawfully  constituted  lodge  to  be  in  lawful 
possession  of  its  ritual  and  ceremonies,  he  does  not  think  it  possible  for  others  to 
doubt  it.  But  it  is  possible,  and  when  once  the  attention  of  the  Craft  is  directed  to  the 
subject,  the  more  it  is  reflected  upon  the  larger  will  be  the  number  of  the  doubters. 
As  long  ago  as  1883  we  placed  on  record  not  only  our  denial  of  its  right  to  so  de- 
clare, but  our  conviction  of  its  duty  to  do  otherwise.  In  reviewing  the  Massachu- 
setts departure,  we  said : 

"  What  are  the  essential  functions  of  a  grand  lodge,  if  it  is  not  on  the  one  hand 
to  see  that  the  mysteries  of  which  it  is  the  custodian  are  organized,  taught,  and  prac- 
ticed only  in  lawful  lodges  of  its  own  creation,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  expose  and 
prevent  the  teaching  as  Masonry  of  that  which  is  not  Masonry? — and  what  excuse  is 
there  for  weakly  surrendering  its  trust  when  all  those  who  might  possibly  offend  in 
either  of  these  directions  are  members  of  its  constituent  lodges  and  within  the  reach 
of  its  decrees?" 

********* 

"  It  goes  without  saying  that  the  grand  lodge  has  full  power  to  say  that  none  of 
its  mysteries  shall  be  practiced  by  bodies  not  of  its  own  creation;  and  if  bodies  exist 
claiming  to  be  organized  for  the  practice  of  Masonic  mysteries,  it  knows  that  they 
are  either  practicing  mysteries  which  belong  to  its  exclusive  charge,  or  that  their 
claim  that  they  are  teaching  Masonry  is  an  imposition  upon  the  Craftsmen  of  its  obe- 
dience." 

-x-  ******  *  * 

"  If  the  grand  lodge  has  reason  to  believe  that  bodies  exist  that  are  practicing 
its  mysteries,  it  is  its  province  to  recall  to  their  forgotten  duties  the  Masons  who  com- 
pose them,  and  warn  them  that  those  mysteries  cannot  be  lawfully  practiced  except 
it  be  within  a  just  and  lawfully  constituted  lodge  of  its  own  creation;  if  it  does  not 
believe  they  are  practicing  these,  or  any  of  them,  but  accepts  the  otherwise  inevitable 
conviction  that  their  claim  to  the  possession  of  Masonic  mysteries  is  but  a  pretense, 
designed  to  impose  upon  the  Craftsmen,  it  is  its  duty  to  protect  the  latter  from  impo- 
sition by  reiterating  the  fundamental  fact — the  fact  for  which  the  grand  lodge  stands, 
if  it  stands  for  anything — that  there  is  no  Masonry  outside  of  that  known  to  the 
Charges  of  a.  Freemason  and  the  first  grand  lodge,  viz.,  the  degrees  of  Entered  Ap- 
prentice, Fellow  Craft,  and  Master  Mason." 

In  his  last  report  the  lamented  Gurney  expressed  in  his  vigorous  fashion  his 
doubts  of  what  Bro.  Parvin  says  no  one  has  ever  doubted.  Under  the  head  of  New 
Hampshire  he  said : 

"  In  the  first  place,  we  unhesitatingly  endorse  the  position  of  the  committee,  that 
a  grand  lodge  is  of  supreme  authority  in  Masonry ;  but  we  positively  deny  that  there 
is  any  Masonic  body  beyond  the  lodge.  It  is,  therefore,  true  in  law,  logic  and  com- 
mon sense,  that  the  powers  of  a  legitimate  grand  body  are  limited  to  defining  and 
regulating  that  Masonry  only  found  in  the  three  degrees  of  E.  A.,  F.  C.  and  Master 
Mason.  For  a  vindication  of  this  truth,  appeal  is  taken  to  the  ancient  constitutions 
of  the  organization,  at  the  same  time  contending  that  the  acts  of  any  schismatic  body 
of  the  Fraternity  are  without  remote  authority  over  the  Craft.  It  is  also  unreservedly 
denied  that  there  is  any  justification  for  associations  of  Masons,  outside  the  lodge,  to 
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employ  or  use  its  esoteric  rituals  or  ceremonials — adding  to  this  denial  a  denial  of 
the  right  of  a  grand  lodge  to  grant  authority  for  '  innovations.'  We  furthermore 
maintain  that  the  fundamental  law  which  interdicts  innovations  in  the  body  of  Ma- 
sonry, is  rooted  in  the  very  essence  of  lodge  law,  and  has  its  only  but  in-evocable  ap- 
plication therein;  therefore  arriving  at  the  irresistible  conclusion  that  there  is  not 
any  approved  law  of  the  ancient  and  only  Masonic  Fraternity  that  justifies  the  as- 
sumption that  there  can  be  associations  of  Masons,  apart  from  the  lodge,  that  a  grand 
lodge  can  recognize  as  '  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies.'  " 

It  was  in  the  same  report  that  our  deceased  brother,  in  the  discussion  of  this 
question  raised  the  voice  of  warning,  and,  apropos  of  the  ritualistic  phase  of  it  signifi- 
cantly asked : 

"  Why  is  it  that  the  following  is  found  in  the  constitution  of  the  A.  and  A.  Rite 
of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  ?  It  is  found  on  page  60  of  that  in- 
strument, published  in  1884,  to-wit:  *  Every  Lodge  of  Perfection  must  have  one 
copy  of  the  ritual  of  the  Blue  Degrees,  with  the  secret  work,  and  may  have  four 
COPIES  of  that  ritual.'  " 

When  with  reference  to  this,  to  the  Massachusetts  departure  and  its  echoes,  and 
the  recognition  of  so-called  grand  lodges  of  Scottish  Rite  origin  as  legitimate  Ma- 
sonic powers,  he  said,  "  There  is  some  recondite,  mysterious  meaning  to  all  this ;  and 
we  call  on  grand  lodges,  speaking  our  mother  tongue,  to  watch  the  course  of  events," 
he  plainly  indicated  his  suspicion,  if  not  his  conviction,  that  these  outcroppings  were 
not  sporadic  and  accidental,  but  that  there  existed  a  conspiracy  which  threatened  the 
integrity  of  legitimate  Masonry.  If  we  wondered  that  he  felt.so,  we  should  cease  to 
wonder  when  we  noted  how  these  significant  occurrences  persisted  in  locating  them- 
selves in  jurisdictions  where  the  influences  of  certain  strong  men  of  the  supreme 
councils  is  most  felt ;  and  when  we  find  men  like  Bro.  Parvin,  who  professes  still 
to  regard  the  Charges  of  a  Freemason,  collated  by  Anderson,  as  the  paramount 
law,  and  whom  we  cannot  believe  guilty  of  disloyalty  to  genuine  Masonry — when 
we  find  such  as  he  caught  in  the  web  of  their  sophistries,  we  think  it  is  high  time  to 
repeat  and  emphasize  his  warning. 

We  don't  care  how  much  he  and  others  pitch  into  Cerneauism,  or  how  much 
the  Cerneauites  pitch  into  them,  except  that  as  those  on  both  sides  happen  also  to  be 
Masons,  and  equally  our  brethren,  we  dislike  to  see  them  manifest  an  unseemly  heat. 
It  would  be  as  unreasonable  on  our  part  to  expect  them  to  agree  as  to  the  govern- 
ment of  their  "  empire,"  as  to  be  of  one  mind  in  civil  politics,  but  we  have  a  right  to 
insist  that  they  shall  not  invoke  the  aid  of  Masonry  to  settle  their  differences  in  either. 

Bro.  Parvin  expresses  opiniong  on  many  subjects,  but  we  cannot  hope  to  notice 
them  all,  because  there  must  be  some  limit  to  our  review  of  Iowa.  He  says  he  takes 
little  stock  in  the  shadow  of  Masonry,  much  preferring  its  substance,  and  so  passes 
by  the  reports  of  grand  lecturers;  referring  to  the  past  master's  degree,  advises  that 
it  be  kicked  out ;  finds  the  blackest  pages  he  has  ever  read  in  Masonry  in  the  Geor- 
gia proceedings  where  two  pages  of  names  of  brothers  expelled  for  non-payment  of 
dues  are  followed  by  another  page  of  names  expelled  for  cheating,  swindling,  for- 
gery, etc.,  no  difference  l)eing  made  between  those  who  neglect  to  p.ay  dues  and  tliose 


MASONIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  77 


who  violate  the  ten  commandments;  properly  calls  electioneering  for  office  in  Ma- 
sonry a  damnable  and  unpardonable  sin ;  has  been  converted  by  experience  to  the 
Iowa  law  requiring  only  a  majority  vote  to  convict;  thinks  that  absurd  and  unfrater- 
nal  legislation  against  non-affiliation  only  serves  to  increase  the  evil,  and  holds  with 
Bro.  Drummond  that  one  has  a  right  to  be  a  Mason  without  being  a  member  of  a 
lodge,  and  that  any  law  which  denies  this  is  practically  un-Masonic;  and  scores 
Massachusetts  for  the  preposterous  claim  implied  by  the  date  on  the  title  page  of  their 
proceedings,  that  3.  grand  lodge  existed  there  as  early  as  1733.  In  this  connection 
he  speaks  of  the  Pennsylvania  claim  that  a  lodge  working  in  Thiladelphia,  in  1730, 
was  created  by  Daniel  Coxe  who  was  commissioned  provincial  grand  master  for 
New  Jersey  in  June  of  that  year,  as  not  being  clearly  made  out.  We  think  we  showed 
in  1872  (in  our  review  of  Massachusetts),  that  the  first  lodges  working  in  Philadel- 
phia were  probably  without  charters  from  any  source. 

He  affirms  that  it  is  the  sole  right  of  the  lodge  to  determine  the  question  of  the 
physical  fitness  of  the  candidate  as  well  as  of  the  moral  qualifications,  constrained 
only  by  the  law  of  Anderson  ;  commends  the  Illinois  doctrine  as  echoed  by  Bro. 
Chadwick,  of  Oregon,  that  a  lodge  has  no  right  to  take  up  matters  of  partners, 
debtors,  and  creditors  unless  there  is  criminal  conduct,  and  then  only  to  punish  those 
guilty  of  criminal  acts ;  claims  that  as  the  doctrine  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  don't  pre- 
vail on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  American  grand  lodges  are  wrong  in  attempting 
to  force  it  on  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  which  leads  us  to  inquire  why,  as  the 
doctrine  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  does  prevail  on  this  side,  how  it  can  be  right,  on  the 
same  principle,  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  to  attempt  to  enforce  the  opposite 
doctrine  over  here  ? — explaining,  of  course,  that  we  ask  the  question  for  his  benefit, 
not  England's,  because  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  does  insist  that  her  jurisdiction 
is  exclusive  when  any  grand  lodge  in  the  British  possessions  in  this  country  under- 
takes to  charter  lodges  in  British  dependencies  elsewhere. 

Near  the  end  of  his  review,  Bro.  Parvin  considers  a  group  of  special  subjects. 
The  matter  is  exceedingly  interesting,  but  we  cannot  permit  ourselves  space  even  to 
give  the  titles. 


KANSAS,  1888. 

The  grand  lodge  being  an  itinerating  body  met  this  time  at  Junction  City,  Feb. 
15,  1S88,  the  representative  of  Illinois,  Past  Grand  Master  Miller,  being  among 
those  present. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Henry  C.  Cook)  is  a  brief,  direct,  and  to  an 
outsider  apparently  an  altogether  satisfactory  business  paper.     The  grand  master  re- 
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ports  their  relations  with  all  other  grand  lodges  as  most  fraternal ;  touches  upon  the 
"  family  quarrel"  in  Connecticut  briefly,  but  enough  to  show  that  his  sympathies  are 
with  the  grand  lodge  ;  gives  a  long  record  of  official  business  and  public  work  ;  re- 
ports six  decisions ;  and  of  the  perplexities  of  the  ofiice  in  a  new  and  rapidly  grow- 
ing State,  says : 

Towns  spring  up  as  if  by  magic,  and  applications  for  dispensations  to  organize  new  lodges 
come  from  places  that  are  not  designated  on  the  State's  map,  although  revised  yearly.  To  deter- 
mine whether  these  towns  will  be  permanent  and  whether  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Craft  to 
establish  lodges  there,  has  been  one  of  the  most  difHcult  problems  that  I,  as  well  as  many  of  my 
predecessors,  have  had  to  determine. 

He  granted  eighteen  dispensations.  Among  the  special  dispensations  issued  was 
one  authorizing  a  Kansas  lodge  to  accept  an  invitation  from  the  Masons  of  Carthage, 
Mo.,  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  Carthage  Col- 
legiate Institute.  As  this  was  a  strictly  Masonic  occasion  we  do  not  see  the  neces- 
sity for  a  dispensation  unless  required  by  a  local  regulation.  Of  his  decisions  the 
following  two  only  present  features  differing  from  our  practice : 

3.  The  secretary  of  a  constituent  lodge  has  no  authority  to  issue  a  duplicate  dimit.  It  can 
only  be  done  by  a  vote  of  the  lodge  upon  satisfactory  showing  that  the  orignal  is  lost  or  destroyed. 

6.  A  lodge  U.  D.  cannot  waive  jurisdiction  over  a  candidate,  the  powers  of  a  lodge  U,  D. 
being  limited  to  conferring  the  degrees  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and  to  enacting  such  rules  as  are 
necessary  for  its  government  while  working  under  dispensation. 

In  Illinois  the  secretaiy  is  authorized  to  furnish  a  duplicate  dimit  upon  satisfac- 
tory proof  of  the  loss  of  the  original,  but  must  enter  the  fact  of  reissue  on  the  record. 
The  question  of  the  power  of  a  lodge  U.  D.  to  waive  jurisdiction  over  a  candidate 
has  not  been  reported  upon  in  our  grand  lodge  since  the  adoption  of  our  present 
code ;  but  whenever  a  chartered  lodge  recommends  the  formation  of  a  new  lodge  it 
is  held  to  cede  territorial  jurisdiction,  and  this  must  carry  the  power  of  waiver  with 
it,  as  that  power  is  held  to  be  complete  and  exclusive  in  the  lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  having  accredited  delegates  to  the  Chicago  con- 
vention, the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  gathering  gets  into  the  grand  master's 
address  in  the  shape  of  a  report  from  the  delegates,  past  grand  masters  John  H. 
Brown  and  Owen  A.  Bassett.     The  report  says : 

Notwithstanding  the  fears  entertained  by  many  of  the  distinguished  members  of  our  Frater- 
nity that  an  effort  would  be  made  to  inaugurate  the  scheme  of  organizing  a  National  Grand  Body, 
not  a  favorable  step  was  taken  in  that  direction  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  resolution  (to  be  found  in  this 
report),  which  was  passed  by  so  much  unanimity,  completely  sets  at  rest,  so  far  as  this  convention  J 
was  concerned,  all  fears  of  any  interference  with  the  powers  or  authority  of  the  supreme  head  of  the] 
Fraternity  in  any  State  or  Territory. 


The  results  of  the  first  effort  at  holding  such  a  convention  has  been  most  gratifj'ing,  at  least! 
to  the  brethren  who  assembled  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  June  22,  1887,  and  spent  three  days  in  friendly] 
and  fraternal  intercourse.  We  say  let  us  have  more  such  meetings.  We  confidently  believe  that! 
another  would  not  only  show  greatly  increased  numbers,  but  a  deeper  interest  in  such  conventions.^ 

Notwithstanding  the  only  resolutions  adopted  by  the  convention  appeared  in  the] 
address  of  Grand  Master  Darrah  last  year,  we  reproduce  them  below  because  inj 
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these  days  when  some  grand  lodges  are  taking  steps  whose  only  logical  outcome  is 
the  establishment  of  grand  orientism  in  this  country,  the  truth  set  forth  in  them  can- 
not be  too  often  or  too  emphatically  reiterated  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  is  the  supreme  and 
governing  power  in  and  over  Freemasonry,  within  its  territorial  jurisdiction  ;  and  that  the  land- 
marlcs  of  Freemasonry,  together  with  the  laws,  edicts,  regulations,  and  statutes  of  such  grand  lodge 
constitute  the  only  law  and  authority  for  the  government  of  Freemasonry  within  said  jurisdiction, 
and  all  constituent  lodges,  all  members  thereof,  and  all  Masons  residing  within  said  jurisdiction, 
must  obey  and  conform  thereto. 

Resolved,  further,  That  there  is  no  power  or  authority  in  or  over  Freemasonry  above  the 
legitimate  and  duly  organized  grand  lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  nor  is  it  within  the  power  of  any 
body,  organization  or  collection  of  Masons  to  assume  to  exercise  such  power  or  authority. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  appeals  and  grievances  in  remanding  a  case 
wherein  eleven  members  of  a  lodge  appealed  "  because,  among  other  reasons,  '  that 
the  witnesses  were  allowed  to  remain  and  cast  their  ballot  on  the  verdict,' "  is  silent 
on  the  question  whether  that  constitutes,  in  Kansas,  a  valid  ground  of  appeal.  Per- 
haps they  assumed  that  everybody  beside  the  eleven  knew  that  it  did  not,  but  the 
point,  having  been  brought  forward  by  the  committee,  should  have  been  elucidated. 

The  report  of  Bro.  Coleman,  of  the  committee  on  lodges  under  dispensation, 
seems  to  have  been  submitted  while  the  grand  lodge  was  at  labor,  while  from  its 
generally  quiet  but  sometimes  broad  facetiousness,  one  might  conclude  that  it  was 
prepared  for  the  hours  of  recreation  and  refreshment.  He  tautologically  character- 
izes the  formula,  "  due  and  ancient  form,"  as  an  "  old  chestnut."  We  infer  that  he 
is  a  miller  by  trade :  he  speaks  of  a  certain  lodge  as  "  one  of  the  most  promising 
lodges  of  this  year's  grist."  He  assisted  in  grinding  out  charters  for  twenty-one 
lodges. 

The  special  committee  on  that  portion  of  the  grand  master's  address  relating  to 
the  work,  seem  to  have  discovered  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  brethren 
to  magnify  their  office.     They  say  : 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  practice  heretofore  prevailing  of  a  custodian  or 
assistant  lecturer  traveling  at  large  over  the  State  on  lecturing  tours  among  the  lodges,  and  working 
up  new  lodges,  is  pernicious  and  destructive  of  the  true  principles  of  Masonry,  and  is  besides  a  great 
expense  upon  the  Craft.    The  practice  should  be  promptly  suppressed  by  official  order. 

Past  Grand  Master  Bassett,  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connec- 
ticut, presented  a  necessarily  long,  but  concise,  clear,  able  and  impartial  statement  of 
the  family  quarrel  in  that  jurisdiction,  closing  with  an  examination  of  the  claim  of 
Hiram  Lodge  that  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  grand  lodge  a  contract  was 
entered  into  by  the  grand  lodge  on  the  one  part,  and  Hiram  Lodge  on  the  other,  that 
the  former  would  "  carefully  regard  the  old  landmarks,  which  are  on  no  account  to 
be  removed  or  defaced."  Premising  that  this  claim  is  based  on  this  quoted  clause 
of  the  constitution,  which  represents  the  limitation  of  their  powers  which  all  grand 
lodges  recognize,  if  they  do  not  always  express  it,  he  says : 

Notwithstanding  this  universal  law,  was  this  or  any  other  particular  clause  of  the  constitu. 
tion,  then  adopted,  a  contract  between  the  grand  lodge  and  Hiram   Lodge  ?     Was  it  not,  and  was 
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not  the  entire  constitution  rather  in  the  nature  of  a  contract  between  the  lodges  which  formed  the 
grand  lodge,  and  was  it  not  then  and  there  definitely  understood,  as  it  has  been  in  all  like  cases,  that 
the  representatives  of  the  lodges,  forming  the  grand  lodge,  should  have  the  right,  in  the  manner 
prescribed,  to  amend,  alter  or  change  the  constitution,  or  legislate  upon  any  and  all  subjects  relat- 
ing to  Masonry  as  fully  as  Masons  had  the  right  to  do?  Has  it  not  always  been  the  rule  that  the 
representatives  of  the  lodges,  when  in  grand  lodge  assembled,  had  the  right  to  construe  their  own 
laws  and  pass  upon  their  constitutionality,  and  have  they  not  always  exercised  this  right,  and  has  it 
not  been  the  rule  that  in  all  these,  and  in  all  other  matters  that  the  voice  of  a  majority  or  of  two- 
thirds  or  of  some  fixed  number  of  the  representatives  or  lodges,  controlled? 

Bro.  Bassett  quotes  from  Simons'  Jurisprudence  the  error,  believed  by  all  to 
be  a  truth  when  first  published,  that  "  the  office  of  grand  master  has  always  existed," 
and  "  that  in  all  the  history  and  conditions  of  the  Craft,  we  can  find  no  time  when 
the  Fraternity  was  not  governed  by  a  chief  officer  styled  a  grand  master."  The  use 
he  makes  of  this  supposed  fact  is  such  that  his  argument  is  not  affected  by  its  being 
without  foundation.  The  truth  is,  neither  the  office  nor  the  title  existed  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  first  grand  lodge  in  171 7. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee  on  correspondence,  to  whom  the  statement  was 
referred,  the  grand  lodge  adopted  resolutions  sustaining  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  interdicting  intercourse  with  the  members  of  Hiram  Lodge  on  the  same 
conditions  and  in  nearly  the  same  terms  as  that  grand  lodge. 

The  grand  lodge  made  provision  for  the  necessities  of  Bro.  Daniel  Vander- 
SLICE,  one  of  its  founders,  and  Past  Grand  Master  WlLLlAM  COWGILL,  both  in  im- 
paired health  and  straitened  circumstances. 

Watson  M.  Lamb,  of  Sterling,  was  elected  grand  master;  John  H.  Brown, 
Kansas  City,  Kan.,  re-elected  grand  secretary.  Wichita  was  selected  as  the  next 
place  of  meeting. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  183)  is,  as  usual,  the  work  of  Grand  Secre- 
tary John  H.  Brown. 

He  devotes  something  over  eight  pages  to  Illinois,  in  which  he  refers  to  the 
memorial  tribute  to  Bro.  Gurney  as  a  paper  of  rare  excellence,  and  copies  largely 
from  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Darrah.  In  accord  with  the  grand  master  on 
the  subject  of  mixed  funerals,  he  says : 

After  all  that  has  been  written  and  said  upon  that  subject,  and  especially  where  a  lodge  is  in 
possession  of  a  ritual,  it  seems  strange  that  any  lodge  should  so  far  go  astray  as  to  permit  any  body 
or  society  not  Masonic,  to  join  it  and  participate  in  our  burial  ceremonies,  which  are  so  arranged 
as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  anything  extraneous  being  added  to  them.  That  lodges  tolerate 
such  interference  is  good  evidence  they  need  sound  instruction,  and  if  thereafter  they  should  fail 
to  follow  it,  such  a  measure  of  discipline  as  would  prevent  future  aberations  from  the  path  of  duty. 

He  copies  at  length  the  remarks  of  the  grand  master  on  the  subject  of  appeals 
for  relief,  as  tallying  exactly  with  his  own  views,  lie  copies  in  full  the  statement  of 
the  grand  master  on  the  Vienna  Lodge  case,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
jurisprudence  thereon,  and  of  the  decision  of  the  grand  lodge,  says : 
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Now,  if  this  decision  of  the  grand  lodge  is  concurred  in  by  the  Fraternity  of  Illinois,  we 
simply  ask  them  to  be  consistent  and  remove  the  Bible  from  their  Masonic  altars  ;  but,  if  it  is  not 
approved  by  them,  that  they  repeal  that  section  of  the  law  under  which  the  charge  was  preferred 
against  the  master  of  Vienna  Lodge. 

The  peremptory,  "  that  settles  it "  air  with  which  this  non  sequitur\%  put  for- 
ward indicates  that  our  long-time  friend  and  brother  did  not  reach  the  east  by  way 
of  the  south,  or,  that  going  that  way,  he  did  not  tarry  long  enough  in  the  south  to 
"  learn  to  make  his  passions  and  prejudices  coincide  with  the  line  of  his  duty."  It 
is  a  profitless  and  thankless  job  to  discuss  questions  of  this  kind  with  one  who  has 
apparently  caught  nothing  of  the  catholic  spirit  of  Masonry,  but  makes  a  virtue  of 
attempting  to  engraft  his  theological  prejudices  upon  the  Fraternity,  in  defiance  of 
the  unmistakable  provisions  of  its  organic  law.  We  say  this  not  with  reference  solely 
to  his  remarks  quoted  above,  for  in  his  last  year's  report  he  made  occasion  to  declare : 
"  We  say  unhesitatingly,  and  without  fear  or  favor,  that  any  man  who  does  not  be- 
lieve in  the  authenticity  of  the  holy  scriptures  should  never  seek  admission  to  our 
order."  It  is  a  cheap  and  easy  thing  to  talk  about  fear  or  favor  when  one  is  certain 
that  his  brave  declarations  will  be  in  accord  with  popular  prejudice.  That  it  is  not 
so  easy  to  do  what  Masonry  requires — to  respect,  not  the  opinion  "which  our  brother 
holds,  but  to  7-espect  his  right  to  hold  it, — there  is  abundant  evidence  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  some  grand  lodges,  and  in  such  reports  as  the  one  before  us.  We  say  the 
right  of  a  brother  to  hold  his  opinion,  because  on  the  hither  side  of  the  line  drawn 
by  the  landmark  which  excludes  the  atheist,  each  brother  holds  his  theological  opin- 
ions by  the  same  tenure  that  every  other  brother  does.  So  long  as  he  can  satisfy  the 
one  exclusive  and  inclusive  test  of  belief  in  Deity,  no  man  or  body  of  men  has  any 
more  right  to  prescribe,  in  the  name  of  Masonry,  what  additional  religious  belief  he 
may  or  must  hold,  than  to  prescribe  what  ticket  he  shall  vote  at  the  polls.  Bro. 
Brown  assumes  that  because  the  Bible  lies  on  our  Masonic  altars  that  every  brother 
should  take  the  same  view  of  it  that  he  does,  while  the  fact  is  that  every  other  brother 
has  precisely  the  same  right  to  judge  of  the  nature,  quality  and  degree  of  its  inspira- 
tion that  he  has.  The  proposition  that  because  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illi- 
nois, in  strict  accord  with  the  paramount  law  of  Masonry,  (which  clearly  holds  them, 
like  political  quarrels,  more  pernicious  than  private  piques,  the  language  of  the  Sixth 
charge  being  :  "  Therefore  no  private  piques  or  quarrels  must  be  brought  within  the 
door  of  the  lodge,  far  less  any  quarrels  about  religion,  or  nations,  or  state  policy,  we 
being  only,  as  Masons,  of  the  Catholick  religion  above-mentioned,")  forbids  the  in- 
troduction of  sectarian  quarrels  into  the  lodge,  the  Bible  ought,  in  consistency,  to  be 
removed  from  our  altars,  is,  as  we  have  said,  a  nan  sequitur.  What  is  "  the  Cathol- 
ick religion  above-mentioned  ?  "  The  landmark,  as  found  in  the  first  of  the  Old 
Charges  (Anderson),  says :  "  A  Mason  is  obliged,  by  his  tenure,  to  obey  the  moral 
law ;  and  if  he  rightly  understands  the  art,  he  will  never  be  a  stupid  atheist,  nor  an 
irreligious  libertine.  But  though  in  ancient  times  Masons  were  charged  in  every 
country  to  be  of  the  religion  of  that  country  or  nation,  whatever  it  was,  yet  'tis  now 
thought  more  expedient  only  to  oblige  the/ii  to  that  religion  in  which  all  men  agree, 
leaving  their  particular  opinions  to  themselves  ;  that  is,  to  be  good  men  and  true,  or 
men  of  honor  and  honesty,  by  zvhatever  denominations  or  persuasions  they  may  be 
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distinguished ;  whereby  Masonr}'  becomes  the  centre  of  union,  and  the  means  of  con- 
ciliating true  friendship  among  persons  that  must  have  remained  at  a  perpetual  dis- 
tance." 

In  the  face  of  this,  which  all  who  have  not  been  misled  by  the  bt^iis  chaises  of 
Dermott  agree  to  be  the  correct  version  of  the  unalterable  law,  can  it  be  claimed 
that,  as  Bro.  Brown  implies,  the  Bible  lies  on  our  altars  as  a  fountain  of  dogma  ? 
No,  it  lies  there  as  a  S3rmbol,  just  like  the  other  two  symbols  with  which  it  is  corre- 
lated— no  more,  no  less — deriving  its  symbolic  significance,  as  they  do,  from  the  pre- 
scriptions of  the  ritual. 

\NTien  Bro.  Brown  and  his  grand  lodge  united  with  other  grand  lodges  in  an- 
athematizing the  Grand  Orient  of  France  for  striking  from  its  constitution  the  re- 
quirement of  a  belief  in  Deity,  they  all  appealed  to  the  landmark  we  have  quoted, 
in  justification  of  their  action.  That  law  is  imalterable,  and  there  can  be  no  possible 
pretence  that  it  does  not  forbid — this  side  of  atheism — the  introduttion  of  any  dog- 
matic test,  as  definitely  and  positively  as  it  excludes  atheists  from  the  Fraternity. 

In  the  case  referred  to  by  Bro.  Brown  the  pamphlet  which,  as  the  committee 
states,  was  made  the  basis  of  the  charge  against  the  accused  of  committing  a  Masonic 
offense,  also  constituted  the  sole  evidence  put  in  upon  his  trial  to  substantiate  the 
charge.  The  pamphlet  being  before  the  committee,  it  did  not  need  the  confirmation 
of  his  acquittal  on  the  specification  of  atheism  by  an  unfriendly  lodge,  to  convince 
them  that  the  book  contained  no  atheistic  sentiments,  and  that  the  specification  of 
atheism  was  intended  only  to  furnish  a  pretext  for  violating  the  letter  of  our  most 
salutary  law. 

Bro.  Brown  holds  with  Illinois  that  a  lodge  has  exclusive  original  jurisdiction 
of  all  candidates  for  degrees  within  its  territory',  and,  therefore,  the  exclusive  right  to 
confer  such  degrees,  or  to  waive  that  right  in  favor  of  some  other  lodge  within  or 
without  the  grand  jurisdiction ;  speaks  of  other  branches  of  Masonry  than  Craft  Ma- 
sonry, forgetting,  probablj-,  that  vines  which  overrun  a  tree  are  not  branches ;  reiter- 
ates his  opinion  that  after  a  lodge  has  paid  its  dues  to  the  grand  lodge  it  can  use  its 
remaining  funds  as  it  sees  fit,  if  it  does  not  appropriate  them  for  illegal  or  immoral 
purposes;  would  leave  all  questions  touching  qualifications  of  candidates  to  the 
judgment  of  the  lodges,  and  there  it  must  be  left,  the  lodge  being  subject  to  disci- 
pline for  errors ;  fully  sustains  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  in  the  Hiram  Lodge 
case ;  expresses  the  views  we  have  enforced  of  the  right  of  a  Mason  to  remain  un- 
affiliated if  he  chooses,  and  says  that  if  the  methods  of  running  lodges  now  in  vogue 
are  continued  it  will  be  a  manel  if,  at  the  end  of  the  next  twenty-five  years,  the 
number  of  non-affiliates  does  not  very  nearly  approximate  the  membership  of  lodges  ; 
says  that  experiment  has  verified  the  correctness  of  the  statement,  which  we  should 
be  inclined  to  assume  a  priori,  that  of  two  lodges,  one  of  a  hundred,  and  the  other 
of  fifty  members,  at  the  same  cost  to  each  member,  the  first  can  accomplish  more 
than  tT»-ice  as  much  as  the  second,  and  if  the  proportion  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  to 
fifty,  the  greater  lodge  can,  and  generally  does  effect  four  times  as  much  as  the 
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smaller ;  is  personally  of  the  opinion  that  any  Masonic  official  should  be  permitted 
to  resign,  if  so  disposed;  says  of  the  Ohio  ferment  caused  by  the  Scotch  Rite  fac- 
tions, that  he  has  watched  the  schismatic  trouble  with  unabated  interest  from  its  first 
introduction  in  the  grand  commandery  down  to  the  present  hour,  but  has  been  too 
much  disgusted  at  times  with  the  line  of  argument  pursued  by  the  contending  fac- 
tions, that  he  has  had  no  desire  to  participate  in  the  argument ;  believes  that  grand 
masters  have  only  the  powers  which  the  constitution  gives  them ;  and  is  opposed  to 
joint  occupancy  of  halls  with  non-Masonic  bodies,  and  to  mixed  funerals,  insisting  on 
straight  Masonry  in  Masonic  temples.  With  justifiable  sarcasm  he  closes  by  saying 
that  his  report  is  "  respectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  those  brethren  who 
are  not  averse  to  Masonic  information,  nor  reluctant  to  acquire  it  when  placed  within 
their  reach." 


KENTUCKY,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Louisville,  Oct.  i8.  The  representative  of  Illinois  was 
absent,  but  Grand  Master  WILLIAMS,  of  Ohio,  was  present  as  a  visitor. 

In  his  address  the  grand  master  (James  William  Hopper)  gets  down  to  his 
work  promptly,  announcing  at  the  outset  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Garrett 
Davis  Buckner,  a  marked  man  in  the  Fraternity  and  the  community. 

The  following  decision  is  in  accord  with  Illinois  precedents,  but  the  jurispru- 
dence committee  modified  it  so  as  to  require  four  weeks  to  intervene  between  the 
change  in  the  composition  of  the  committee  and  its  report : 

In  a  subordinate  lodge  a  committee  of  investigation  to  whom  had  been  referred,  at  the  Sep- 
tember meeting,  a  petition  for  initiation,  failed  to  report  up  to  the  November  meeting,  and  two  of 
them  were  not  present  at  that  meeting.  The  Master  discharged  two  of  the  committee,  appointed 
two  others  in  their  places  and  had  them  report  at  once.  Two  ot  the  committee  reported  favorably 
and  one  unfavorably.  Did  the  Master  do  right  in  discharging  the  absent  members  of  the  committee 
and  in  appointing  others  in  their  places  and  having  them  report  immediately?     Held  : 

First — If  the  committee  has  had  a  meeting  and  agreed  upon  a  report,  the  member  present  may 
make  the  report  in  the  absence  of  the  other  two. 

Second — If  the  committee  has  taken  no  action,  and  at  a  meeting  two  months  after  their  ap- 
pointment two  of  their  members  are  absent,  the  Master  may  treat  their  places  as  vacant  and  appoint 
others.  The  same  result  may  be  reached  by  a  motion,  but  it  is  held  that  the  Master  may  appoint 
without  a  motion. 

Third — Whether  the  committee  so  reorganized  should  report  at  the  same  meeting  or  not  is  a 
matter  concerning  which  the  committee  should  exercise  a  sound  discretion.  It  is  clear  that  they 
should  not  be  compelled  to  report  at  once.  But  if  the  case  is  one  upon  which  they  can  pass  intelli- 
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gently  without  taking  time  for  investigation,  they  may  do  so.  The  lodge,  also,  should  exercise  a 
sound  discretion  in  receiving  a  report  so  made,  and,  in  cases  of  doubt,  should  recommit,  with  in- 
struction to  the  committee  to  make  further  investigation  and  report  at  a  future  meeting. 

In  Illinois  it  was  held  that  if  the  four  weeks  time  required,  both  by  our  law  and 
general  usage,  to  intervene  between  the  reception  of  the  petition  and  the  ballot 
thereon,  had  expired,  then  the  committee  might  report  if  it  was  prepared  to  do  so  in- 
telligently, upon  the  same  evening  that  the  changes  occurred  in  the  committee. 

The  following  diifers  from  our  law,  and  we  think  with  the  law  of  nearly  every 
other  jurisdiction : 

At  the  election  of  officers,  December  27,  1886,  in  a  newly  chartered  lodge,  a  question  arose  as 
to  the  eligibility  of  the  brother  who  received  the  majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  office  of  Master.  He 
has  served  as  Warden  of  the  lodge  while  under  dispensation,  and  continued  in  office  when  the  lodge 
was  chartered  at  the  last  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 

Held  :  That  the  brother  was  eligible.  The  Grand  Master,  in  1873,  decided  that  the  term 
"  elected"  in  Article  7,  Section  8,  of  the  Constitution  is  synonymous  with  "  appointed,"  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  approved  the  interpretation.  The  Grand  Master  went  on  to  decide  that  the  Warden 
mentioned  in  the  charter  was  eligible  when  there  are  no  past  Wardens.  This  was  doubtless  the  case 
which  the  Grand  Master  had  before  him,  and  he  did  not  find  it  necessary  in  that  case  to  decide 
whether  the  Warden  would  have  been  eligible  or  not,  even  if  there  had  been  other  Past  Wardens  in 
the  lodge.  It  is  not  required  by  the  Constitution  that  the  Warden  shall  have  served  a  year,  but 
that  he  shall  have  been  "elected  and  served."  Now,  the  Grand  Lodge  has  said  that  in  case  of  a 
new  lodge,  this  means  the  same  as  "appointed  and  served."  This  construction  makes  the  Warden 
eligible  for  office  of  Master  whether  there  are  any  other  Past  Wardens  in  the  lodge  or  not. 

In  1875  (Digest,  page  98),  it  was  decided  that  the  Worshipful  Master  of  a  lodge  working  un- 
der dispensation  is  entitled  to  the  honorary  degree  of  Past  Master.  By  parity  of  reasoning  the 
Warden  of  such  a  lodge  becomes  a  Past  Warden. 

The  grand  master  properly  decided  that  a  lodge  election  was  invalid  because 
under  an  unconstitutional  by-law  members  present  had  been  denied  the  right  to  vote 
because  they  were  in  arrears  for  dues. 

The  following  decides  in  effect  that  the  grand  lodge  can  change  the  law  fixing 
the  qualifications  of  candidates  by  resolution,  a  doctrine  to  which  we  do  not  sub- 
scribe : 

A  petition  for  initiation  presented  to  a  subordinate  lodge  stated  that  the  avocation  of  the  peti- 
tioner was  that  of  a  saloon  keeper.  The  Senior  Warden,  presiding  in  the  absence  of  the  Master, 
decided  that,  under  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  Grand  Lodge,  making  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  by  the  drink  a  Masonic  oflFense,  the  petition  could  not  be  received. 

Held  :    That  the  decision  of  the  acting  Master  was  correct. 

Our  idea  is  that  if  the  grand  lodge  resolution  had  been  regularly  incorporated 
in  the  by-laws,  the  acting  master  might,  perhaps,  have  been  justified  in  declaring  that 
the  petition  could  not  be  received,  although  that  particular  question  is  not  directly 
involved  in  it ;  but  as  it  was  only  a  resolution,  he  should  simply  have  called  atten- 
tion to  it  as  an  indication  of  what  the  grand  lodge  expected  of  its  constituents,  and 
then  have  submitted  the  question  of  its  reception  to  the  lodge. 

The  grand  master  called  attention  to  an  amendment  pending  to  abolish  the 
past  master's  degree  (we  fail  to  find  the  record  of  any  action  thereon)  and  thought 
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in  view  of  the  loose  way  in  which  the  degree  is  frequently  conferred  that  legislation 
was  necessary.  The  subject  went  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  and  slept,  as 
did  also  the  following  : 

It  has  been  decided  by  this  Grand  Lodge  that  a  lodge  can  not  be  opened  in  the  absence  of  the 
Master  and  both  Wardens.  This  leads  to  serious  inconvenience  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  removal 
of  the  three  principal  officers  of  the  lodge.  Whether,  under  such  circumstances  the  Grand  Master 
or  his  proxy  has  power  to  open  the  lodge,  or  not,  is  a  question  concerning  which  experts  in  Masonic 
jurisprudence  entertain  different  opinions.  It  would  be  well,  I  think,  to  resolve  this  doubt,  or  to 
provide  for  the  case  by  constitutional  amendment. 

If  "  experts  "  differ  on  this  question  we  don't  know  where  those  are  to  be  found 
who  question  the  right  of  the  grand  master  to  open,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy,  any 
lodge  regardless  of  whether  the  first  three  officers  are  present  or  not.  We  don't 
think  they  are  to  be  found  outside  of  Kentucky. 

Referring  with  pardonable  pride  to  their  "  Home,"  he  says  : 

Let  no  other  jurisdiction  go  beyond  us  in  our  zeal  and  liberality.  At  the  close  of  »iy  term  as 
your  Grand  Master  I  feel  that  there  is  no  word  of  weightier  import  that  lean  say,  no  more  valuable 
legacy  that  I  can  leave  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  than  the  injunction,  guard  well  the  interests  of  the 
Masonic  Widows  and  Orphans'  Home. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  is  before  you  and  shows  that  the  "  Home"  has  had  a 
quiet  year.  It  has  lived  within  its  income,  but  had  its  resources  been  greater  its  usefulness  might  have 
been  proportionately  extended.  The  wisdom  of  the  Grand  Lodge  might  well  be  brought  to  bear  on 
the  question  how  these  resources  may  be  increased. 

The  grand  lodge  disposed  of  a  very  brief  docket  of  appeal  cases  ;  granted  four 
charters  and  continued  one  dispensation;  endorsed  the  National  Board  of  Relief; 
smothered  a  proposition  to  appropriate  ^200  for  the  library ;  and  impartially  sent  to 
the  table  several  successive  projects  for  holding  schools  of  instruction  or  securing  an 
exemplification  of  the  work. 

J.  SouLE  Smith,  of  Lexington,  was  elected  grand  master;  H.  B.  Grant,  of 
Louisville,  elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  128)  is  an  able  and  interesting  review  of 
American  grand  lodges  and  five  bodies  '•  across  the  seas,"  from  the  experienced  hand 
of  Bro.  James  W.  Staton, 

He  says  of  his  own  work :  "  These  reports  are  intended  for  those  only  who 
read,  and  if  our  readers  are  pleased  with  them,  we  are  not  particular  whether  the 
croakers  for  short  reports  are  pleased  or  not." 

He  refers  in  his  remarks  to  the  Quebec-England  troubles,  and  continning  has 
the  following  which  will  find  a  hearty  echo  in  Illinois  and  other  jurisdictions  which 
believe  that  recognition  recognizes  : 

So  the  argument  that  it  is  a  family  quarrel  is  a  fallacy,  and  can  not  be  maintained.  Quebec 
is  an  independent  province  of  the  British  Empire,  and  had  a  perfect  right  to  organize  an  indepen- 
dent grand  lodge,  with  all  the  sovereignty  of  any  grand  lodge  on  the  American  Continent,  and  hav- 
ing organized  a  grand  lodge  on  the  basis  of  independent  sovereignty,  and  steadily  refused  to  accept 
anything  else  from  the  hands  of  any  grand  lodge  in  the  world,  it  is  the  unequivocal  duty  of  all  in- 


86  APPENDIX. — PART  I. 


dependent  grand  lodges  to  uphold  her  in  her  sovereignty,  and  assist  her  in  maintaining  that  sover- 
eignty by  all  lawful  means. 

The  following  indicates  that  he  has  correctly  sized  up  the  great  American 
peace-disturbers : 

It  is  true  that  in  some  portions  of  this  fair  country  of  ours  there  arc  contending  factions  of 
other  Rites,  of  which  we  know  nothing,  and  with  whose  controversies  and  contentions  we  should 
not  have  anything  to  do  whatever.  Some  of  these  factions  have  attempted  to  bring  their  disputes 
in  the  grand  lodges,  and  thus  make  our  fair  fields  the  battle-ground  for  these  contending  hosts. 
They  should  be  met  promptly  at  the  very  threshold  and  be  commanded  :  "Thus  far  shalt  come,  but 
no  farther."  We  can  not  agree  that  the  peace  and  harmony  of  American  Freemasonry  shall  be  dis- 
turbed simply  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  the  leaders  of  contending  factions  of  a  strange  Rite.  Let 
them  fight  their  battles  on  their  own  ground,  and  leave  Free  and  Accepted  Masonry  to  pursue  its 
peaceful  avocations  in  relieving  the  wants  of  the  distressed,  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Masonic  virtues,  rather  than  bitter  contentions,  seeking  high-sounding  titles,  and  doing 
many  other  things  which  should  not  be  permitted  to  enter  the  doors  of  Masonic  Bodies.  We  feel 
assured  in  saying  any  one  attempting  to  introduce  the  strange  contentions  into  the  assemblies  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky  will  receive  a  rebuke  that  will  deter  any  such  from  again  attempting  such 
a  spirit  of  fanaticism.  No,  no,  let  us  strictly  attend  to  our  own  business,  and  bid  others  to  do  the 
same. 

He  devotes  six  and  one-half  pages  to  Illinois.  He  gives  a  very  thorough  synop- 
sis of  Grand  Master  Darrah's  address,  and  wishes  every  lodge  and  every  Mason 
could  read  his  strong  words  on  "  Intemperance  and  Profanity."  Referring,  how- 
ever, to  the  grand  master's  opinion  that  lodges  should  not  accord  public  mortuary 
ceremonies  to  members  whose  lives  had  been  characterized  by  these  vile  and  vicious 
practices,  he  agrees,  but  thinks  the  brother  should  be  tried  in  life,  not  after  death, 
and  of  the  case  cited  where  a  master  had  refused  to  allow  his  lodge  to  accord  Ma- 
sonic burial  for  these  reasons,  he  says : 

Yet  that  Master  was  a  moral  coward.  He  permitted  that  member  to  go  on  in  his  debauchery, 
without  discipline,  and  when  he  dies  he  suddenly  gets  brave.  There  is  no  necessity  for  any  member 
dying,  in  good  standing,  in  such  a  depraved  condition  as  to  require  the  withholding  of  the  last  sad 
rites  which  can  be  paid  to  a  brother,  if  the  Master  has  any  moral  courage  whatever,  because  if  he 
has  he  will  enforce  discipline  necessary  to  vindicate  Masonry  by  proper  discipline  and  thus  save  his 
family  the  humiliation  of  a  refusal  to  perform  the  burial  service  over  his  remains.  We  have  no 
use  for  this  high  moral  sentiment  when  the  breath  has  gone  from  the  body,  and  the  Master  who  re- 
fused or  failed  to  perform  his  duties  in  the  lifetime  of  the  deceased  has  no  right  to  parade  his  _ 
high  morals  after  death. 

With  the  spirit  of  this  we  heartily  agree,  but  we  do  not  think  his  family  should 
be  made  to  suffer  the  humiliation  of  a  refusal ;  not  only  because  every  sentiment  of 
our  nature  revolts  at  the  idea  of  putting  on  trial  the  dead  whose  dumb  lips  can  no 
longer  plead,  but  because  we  do  not  think  the  lodge  in  giving  Masonic  sepulture  to 
the  dead  endorses  anything  that  was  wrong  in  the  life,  any  more  tlian  does  the 
church  which  performs  its  farewell  service  alike  over  saint  and  sinner. 

Of  the  grand  master's  decision  that  •'  when  the  officers  of  a  lodge  are  to  be  in- 
stalled in  public  the  lodge  should  be  fir.st  regularly  opened  on  the  Third  degree ; 
then  called  to  refreshment ;  the  public  then  admitted,  and  after  the  ceremonies  are 
over,  and  the  public  has  retired,  the  lodge  sTiould  be  called  from  refreshment  to  labor 
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on  the  Third  degree,  and  then  regularly  closed  on  the  Third,  Second  and  First  de- 
grees," he  says : 

First— We  object  to  public  installations  taking  place  in  Masonic  halls,  because  the  public 
has  no  business  in  there  whatever.  Second — We  do  not  understand  how  any  part  of  the  labor  of 
the  lodge  can  be  performed  while  the  lodge  is  at  refreshment ;  and  if  the  installation  of  the  officers 
is  not  a  part  of  the  labor  of  the  lodge  then  we  confess  we  do  not  know  its  meaning.  Third — In  the 
decision  there  is  no  reference  to  the  opening  of  the  lodge  on  the  First  and  Second  degrees,  and  as 
there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  for  an  installation  occasion,  we  can  not  understand  why  the 
"  Second  and  First  degrees  "  should  be  included  in  the  closing  ceremonies. 

If  our  brother  had  read  attentively  a  preceding  decision  he  would  have  discov- 
ered that  it  is  not  possible  to  regularly  open  a  lodge  on  the  third  degree  except  by 
"  climbing  up,"  as  Bro.  Drummond  says,  or,  as  some  other  reviewer  calls  it,  "  by  using 
a  step-ladder,"  that  is,  by  first  opening  it  on  the  other  two  degrees;  and  that  in  order  to 
make  things  secure  it  is  necessary  to  carefully  and  completely  retrace  these  steps  in 
closing.  If  our  brother  has  properly  absorbed  the  marvelous  logic  of  ritualism,  he 
will  appreciate  the  danger  of  leaving  degrees  lying  around  wide  open  after  the  lodge 
is  closed  and  the  tiler's  sword  hung  up,  to  become  a  prey  to  the  ravages  of  the  pro- 
fane. 

Of  the  annual  oration,  Bro.  StAton  says : 

The  Grand  Orator,  Bro.  Isaac  Clements,  delivered  a  very  excellent  address  of  the  kind, 
which  is  historical,  but  its  length  will  prevent  its  utility.  Masons,  as  a  class,  are  not  given  to  read- 
ing Masonic  literature  to  any  great  extent,  and  as  to  reading  long  addresses  or  articles,  they  simply 
will  not  do  it. 

After  congratulating  us  on  the  establishment  of  our  Masonic  orphans'  home,  he 
says: 

We  now  approach  a  part  ol  the  volume  before  us  with  reverential  awe,  and  this  is  caused  by 
the  death  of  the  writer  of  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  who  has  penned  his  last  line.  He  has  de- 
livered his  last  message  to  the  Craft,  and  while  he  is  absent  in  the  body  yet  he  is  present  in  his 
writings.  And  while  he  no  longer  lives  to  stand  upon  the  watch-towers  of  our  Masonic  Zion,  to 
warn  the  Craft  from  impending  danger  or  of  insidious  foes,  yet  we  thank  God  he  has  lived  long 
enough  in  the  world  to  give  us  his  warnings  in  volumes  that  will  be  held  by  those  who  are  fortunate 
enough  to  possess  them  with  greater  interest  than  other  volumes  that  have  been  issued  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Illinois.  Theodore  T.  Gurney  is  dead,  but  his  writings,  will  live  after  him,  and  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten  by  those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  read  them.  His  good  deeds  and  his  noble 
character  will  be  dear  to  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  know  him,  and  even  to  those  who  did 
not  have  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him  he  is  known  and  appreciated  all  over  the 
land.  This  writer  never  met  him  but  once,  and  then  only  casually,  which  was  at  a  meeting  of  one 
of  the  bodies  of  another  Rite,  in  Cincinnati,  a  few  years  ago.  We  were  there  to  see  and  know  as 
many  of  the  "  great  lights  "  ot  the  fraternity  as  we  could  and  consequently  had  but  little  time  to 
spend  with  any  single  individual.  We  would  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  more  of  Brother  Gurney 
on  that  occasion.  We  had  hoped  to  have  met  him  again  and  renewed  the  acquaintance,  but  now 
this  hope  is  ended.  We  have  not  the  heart  to  commence  an  extended  review  of  Brother  Gurney's 
report.  The  report  before  us  embraces  a  paper  of  227  pages,  which  was  all  prepared  by  Brother 
Gurney  before  he  was  stricken  down,  except  the  "Conclusion,"  which  was  prepared  by  Past  Grand 
Master  Joseph  Robbins,  the  warm  personal  friend  of  Brother  Gurney,  and,  as  these  two  brethren 
were  (to  use  the  language  of  Brother  Robbins)  in  "  complete  accord  with  him  of  sympathy  and  judg- 
ment on  the  chief  matters  which  he  had  at  heart,"  it  was  but  proper  that  Brother  Robbins  should 
write  the  conclusion. 
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After  premising  that  the  chief  differences  between  them  were  on  the  questions 
of  the  "  Prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters,"  and  "  Perpetual  Jurisdiction  over  Rejected 
Candidates,"  he  transfers  to  his  pages  the  whole  of  Bro.  Gurney's  exordium. 

The  memorial  tribute  to  Bro.  GuRNEY,  presented  by  the  special  committee,  is 
praised. 

Under  the  head  of  Colorado,  Bro.  Staton  says  that  "  in  this  day  of  skepticism 
grand  masters  should  be  very  careful  to  place  no  one  at  the  head  of  a  correspondence 
committee  who  is  not  perfectly  orthodox  on  all  vital  questions  affecting  Masonry ; 
and  if  a  belief  in  the  divinity  of  the  Holy  Bible  is  not  a  Masonic  prerequisite,  then 
we  have  studied  Masonrj'  to  little  or  no  purpose." 

At  the  initiation  of  our  brother,  did  any  one  ask  him  for  his  views  with  refer- 
ence to  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Bible  ?  If  not,  it  must  have  been  an  inexcus- 
able omission — from  his  standpoint. 

We  need  not  repeat  here  what  we  said  of  the  general  subject  in  our  review  of 
Kansas,  but  we  beg  to  suggest  to  Bro.  Staton  that  the  ritual  is  no  safer  to  go  to  as 
a  fountain  of  law,  than  as  a  fountain  of  historical  facts;  and  we  say  this  quite  apart 
from  the  fact  that  it  represents  the  vagaries  of  successive  lecturers,  grand  and  other- 
wise, who  being  generally  ritualists  and  nothing  else,  often  do  not  know  that  their 
own  additions  thereto  are  incompatible  with  the  ancient  law  which  determines  the 
character  of  the  Institution. 

But  it  is  not  to  causes  within  the  Institution,  so  much  as  to  the  influences  re- 
flected back  upon  it  by  other  societies,  made  up  of  Masons,  that  we  must  look  for  the 
origin  of  the  disposition  which  has  manifested  itself  in  recent  years,  to  enforce,  in 
lodges  and  upon  individuals,  the  dogmatic  definitions  which  the  landmarks  forbid. 
It  is  the  influence  of  the  Temple  order  and  the  corresponding  sectarian  degree  of  the 
so-called  Scottish  Rite,  that  is  threatening  the  broad  and  catholic  foundation  on 
which  Masonry  is  built,  to  a  degree  that  ought  to  awaken  the  apprehensions  of  every 
thoughtful  Mason.  Another  lesser  but  still  fruitful  source  of  this  narrowing  evil  in- 
fluence, is  the  unrepudiated  utterances  of  well-meaning  but  ill-advised  public  defend- 
ers of  Masonry  against  the  attacks  of  Blanchard  and  others  of  that  ilk.  They  are 
constrained  by  the  audience  they  seek  to  reach — a  class,  by  the  way,  whose  un- 
answered abuse  of  Masonry  does  it  more  good  than  harm — to  an  effort  to  prove  that 
the  Institution  is  more  orthodox  than  the  church,  and  they  have  dwelt  on  one  line 
until  two  of  the  great  lights  have  disappeared,  and  dogma  has  well-nigh  taken  the 
place  ot  the  symbolism  of  the  other.  Bro.  Staton's  sturdy  adherence  to  Masonry 
as  against  the  parasitic  rites  that  threaten  to  choke  its  growth,  mark  him  as  one  who 
ought  to  be  willing  to  carefully  reconsider  the  grounds  of  his  convictions  in  this 
matter. 

Bro.  Staton  recognizes  the  necessity  of  sustaining  the  grand  lodge  as  against 
rebellious  lodges  like  Hiram ;  shrewdly  says  with  reference  to  the  Quebec-England 
matter  that  two  kings  cannot  reign  in  one  country  without  some  one  being  hurt ;  asks 
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if  it  is  not  better  that  the  committee  of  inquiry  should  report  in  writing  than  orally, 
but  we  think  he  will  catch  on  when  we  say  that  it  was  the  fact  that  candidates  once 
rejected  and  subsequently  accepted  have  access  to  the  records  showing  the  nature  of 
the  report  of  the  former  committee,  that  induced  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  to  lead 
off  in  the  exclusion  of  the  nature  of  the  report  from  the  record,  and  finally  to  require 
the  report  to  be  made  orally  and  privately  to  the  master,  who  announces  only  its 
nature  and  the  degree  of  unanimity;  does  his  honorable  share  in  attempting  to  scotch 
the  nine-lived,  oft-exposed  error  that  Arnold  the  traitor  was  not  a  Mason  ;  fails  to 
see  the  beauty  of  the  past  masters  degree;  says  he  has  never  seen  any  work  that 
harmonizes  so  elegantly  in  all  its  parts  as  the  Weee-Barxey-Willson"  work,  ob- 
tained from  the  latter  by  an  eminent  brother  of  Kentucky — presumably  Rob  Morris  ; 
holds  that  if  a  brother  is  clear  of  the  books  and  no  charges  are  pending  against  him 
he  is  entitled  to  a  dimit  though  ever>'  member  of  the  lodge  voted  against  it,  which 
principle  is  incorporated  in  Illinois  law ;  and  argues  eloquently  in  favor  of  organized 
charities  in  the' shape  of  "  Homes"  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  Masons. 


LOUISIANA,  1888. 

This  volume  contains  the  record  of  two  special  communications :  one  held  at 
Tallulah,  June  i,  18S7,  when  the  grand  master  laid  the  comer-stone  of  the  new  court 
house  of  Madison  Parish;  the  other  at  Morgan  City,  Nov.  27,  18S7,  where  he  laid 
the  corner  stone  of  a  new  hall  built  by  Doric  Lodge,  No.  205.  One  of  the  orators 
of  the  day  on  the  foi'mer  occasion  was  United  States  Senator  B.  F.  Jonas,  a  son  of 
Abraham  Jonas,  the  first  grand  master  of  Illinois,  and  aforetime  grand  master  of 
Kentucky. 

The  annual  communication  was  held  at  New  Orleans,  Feb.  13,  18SS.  Illinois 
was  among  the  thirty-five  grand  lodges  whose  representatives  were  present . 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Charles  Francis  Buck)  is  marked  by  an 
easy  flow  and  elegance  of  style  not  approached  by  any  Masonic  paper  which  has  yet 
come  under  our  observation  since  we  began  our  present  review.  We  quote  from  his 
brief  exordium : 

If  all  our  hopes  have  not  found  fullfillment,  at  least,  no  calamitous  vicissitudes  have  inter- 
vened to  mar  the  even  tenor  of  contented  and  peaceful  existence  ;  and,  all  things  considered,  you 
meet  to-day  under  conditions  justifying  the  expectation,  that  in  some  way  or  another,  whether  by 
direct  action  or  as  the  product  of  the  moral  force  expanding  from  the  pure  fountain  ot  high  convic- 
tions and  earnest  endeavors,  the  efiect  of  your  deliberations  will  be  to  revive  interest  in  Masonry 
by  advancing  the  esteem  and  regard  in  which  it  should  be  held  by  both  the  Craftsman  and  the  ■ 
"  outer  world."     Evidences  of  renewed  activity  in  the  Order  manifest  themselves  in  various  ways. 
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May  this  Most  Worthy  Body  so  conduct  itself  and  its  aflfairs  that  out  of  its  proceedings  shall  go 
forth  such  messengers  of  assurance  and  well  founded  hopes  that  the  improvement,  now  barely  felt, 
shall  grow  into  open  and  confirmed  reality  !  Be  all  this  as  it  may;  be  the  result  for  weal  or  be  it 
for  woe,  let  this  resolve  inspire  us,  that  we  approach  our  labors  under  the  beneficent  restraints 
of  masonic  charity  and  forbearance,  free  of  predjudices,  unmoved  by  personal  considerations,  unin- 
fluenced by  pre-conceived  ideas  or  notions ;  resolved,  from  the  high  standpoint  of  masonic  truth, 
candor,  confidence  and  obligation,  to  do  our  whole  duty  to  each  other,  to  the  Craft  of  our  jurisdic- 
tion, to  Masonry  at  large. 

The  necrological  record  is  a  long  one,  including  the  names  of  David  N.  Bar- 
row, junior  grand  warden ;  Solomon  N.  Asher,  grand  marshal ;  John  Collins 
GoRDY,  past  senior  grand  warden,  and  of  six  past  masters.  Bro.  Gordy  is  best  re- 
membered by  his  brethren  as  grand  lecturer,  and  his  spirit  must  have  been  a  most 
beautiful  one  to  have  so  impressed  them.     The  grand  master  says  of  him  : 

A  few  hasty  sentences  could  not  do  justice  to  him.  He  had  indeed  grown  gray  in  service  ;  prac- 
tically speaking,  "his  time"  had  come  before  he  closed  his  eyes  in  death.  It  must  have  been  a 
beautiful  old  age — a  glorious  sunset,  more  suggestive  than  the  most  brilliant  rise !  A  departed 
spirit,  he  yet  sat  in  the  flesh  among  his  brethren  to  feel  how  they  loved  him,  how  they  honored  him 
for  his  services  and  remembered  him  for  his  devotion. 

The  grand  master  includes  in  his  mention  of  the  dead  in  other  jurisdictions. 
Past  Grand  Master  Buck,  of  Illinois. 

We  have  been  repeatedly  reminded  since  beginning  this  review  of  Byron's  re- 
mark, that  "  Fame  is  to  be  killed  in  battle  and  have  one's  name  spelled  wrong  in 
the  gazette,"  and  this  reminder  has  almost  always  been  associated  with  the  difficulty 
which  our  brethren  have  had  with  the  name  of  Bro.  Edward  Coppee  Mitchell, 
the  distinguished  past  grand  master  whose  untimely  death  has  made  all  intelligent 
Masons  the  country  over,  common  mourners  with  the  brethren  of  his  own  jurisdiction 
— Pennsylvania.  By  a  crowning  perversity  of  fate,  in  the  address  before  us,  his 
name  is  not  only  transformed  into  Mitchell  Edward  Coffee,  but  is  linked  with 
the  office  of  the  grand  master  of  Peru ! 

The  burdens,  perplexities  and  discouragements  entailed  upon  the  Craft  of  Louis- 
iana by  the  ill-advised  and  abortive  Temple  enterprise  are  still  grievous  to  be  borne, 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  brethren  will  soon  be  able  to  see  at  least  the  glimmer- 
ing of  the  dawn.     The  grand  master  says  in  this  connection  : 

I  think  I  have  sufficiently  indicated  that  in  my  humble  judgment  the  interests  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  would  be  best  served  by  .leaving  the  matter  again,  under  the  resolution  of  your  Last  Communi- 
cation, in  the  hands  of  your  proper  authorities.  I  am  most  anxious  that  the  sale  should  be 
eflfected.  I  do  not  think  that  Masonry,  in  Louisiana,  will  materially  revive  until  that  ever-present 
witness  of  the  disappointments  of  our  Past  be  removed, — the  finances  of  the  Body  relieved  of  dis- 
couraging drains  for  interest  on  an  unproductive  investment,  and  our  loves  and  efforts,  unburthened 
of  the  incubus  of  our  failures,  concentrated  upon  the  new  hopes  of  a  new  era. 

The  grand  master  being  called  upon  to  interpret  a  certain  regulation,  says : 

It  provides,  among  other  things,  that  "  no  Master  Mason  who  shall  live  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  the  space  of  one  year,  and  who  shall  be  able  to 
pay  the  dues  required  by  said  lodge,  and  shall  neglect  to  affiliate  with  said  lodge,  unless  he  shall  be  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  a  lodge  iinder  some  other  jttrisdiction,  shall  be  allowed  the  right  of 
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visit."  *  *  *  I  decided  that  this  provision  is  prohibitory  and  explicit,  that  no  lodge  in  this 
jurisdiction  can  allow"  the  right  of  visit"  to  a  Master  Mason  falling  within  its  terms.  In  other  words, 
the  lodge  has  no  discretion.  True,  there  is  a  loophole  ;  but  it  is  not  sufficient  to  nullify  the  prohibi- 
tion ;  it  only  provides  a  class  of  cases  which  shall  be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  rule,  and 
that  is,  the  "non-affiliate  "  who  must  be  denied  the  right  to  visit,  must  be  one  who  is  "  able  to  pay 
the  dues  required  by  said  lodge." 

The  italics  are  ours  and  are  designed  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  .sojourners 
as  well  as  un-affiliated  Masons  seem  to  be  included  in  the  disabled  class.  To  our 
mind  all  this  legislation  which  aims  to  divest  brethren  of  any  portion  of  their  rights 
except  for  offenses  whereof  the)'  have  been  duly  convicted,  is  irredeemably  vicious, 
and  it  is  perhaps  a  natural  corollary  of  the  proposition  that  a  brother  may  not  elect 
to  belong  to  no  lodge,  that  he  may  not  be  permitted  to  choose  what  lodge 
he  will  belong  to.  The  lodges  in  Louisiana  seem  now  to  be  like  a  certain  class  of 
eleemosynary  institutions — one  must  be  a  pauper  to  get  into  them,  and  the  burden 
of  proof  of  indigence  lies  on  the  applicant. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  agreed' that  the  interpretation  of  the  law  was 
correct,  but  gave  the  opinion  that  the  law  thus  interpreted  was  "  unmasonic,  unfra- 
ternal  and  calculated  to  redound  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Order,"  and  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  section  striking  out  the  word  "  allowed, ^^  and  inserting  in  its  place 
the  word  entitled,  leaving  it  optional  with  the  lodges  whether  they  will  receive  the 
visit  of  an  unaffiliated  Mason  or  not.  The  grand  lodge  adopted  the  report,  but  de- 
feated the  amendment  offered  to  cure  what  by  that  adoption  it  had  declared  to  be  an 
unmasonic  and  unfraternal  law. 

The  subject  of  life  membership  came  up  through  an  amendment  to  the  by-laws 
of  Louisiana  Lodge,  No.  I02,  providing  that  thereafter  "life  members  should  pay 
one-half  of  all  dues  that  may  be  required  of  each  member  borne  upon  the  rolls  of  this 
lodge."     The  grand  master  says  : 

It  has  long  since  been  almost  universally  conceded  that  introduction  of  the  feature  of  life 
membership  into  our  lodges  was  detrimental  to  their  prosperity.  This  discovery  is  not  limited  to 
this  jurisdiction  ;  it  has  been  made  everywhere,  and  everywhere  the  lodges  are  struggling  to  relieve 
themselves  from  its  pernicious  effects.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  the  whole  principle  on  which 
life  membership  seems  to  have  been  based,  is  radically  fallacious.  So  far  as  it  may  have  been  consider- 
ed an  inducement  to  make  men  join  our  Order,  it  was  unworthy  of  Masonry;  if  a  bait  to  hold  them  in 
membership,  equally  beneath  comment.  What  then  was  the  idea?  A  reward  for  continued  fidelity 
to  the  lodge  ;  that  brethren  who  had  paid  dues  for  a  period  of  years  had  done  enough  for  the  lodge 
to  have  earned  the  privilege  of  remaining  in  membership  for  the  rest  of  their  natural  lives,  without 
paying  any  more.  This  was  deemed  an  act  of  justice  to  the  brother,  but  the  justice  due  to  the  lodge 
was  altogether  overlooked.  It  was  forgotten  that  the  dues  do  not  provide  for  the  future,  but  are 
nothing  but  the  necessary  contribution  to  maintain  the  lodge  and  answer  such  reasonable 
calls  on  its  charity,  which,  if  well  founded,  every  lodge  or  its  members  should  be  able  to  respond  to. 
They  are  but  a  small  compensation,  currently  paid,  for  the  privilege  of  enjoying  the  benefits  of  Ma- 
sonry, and  the  reasons  for  such  payment  are  as  great  in  the  case  of  a  brother's  twentieth  year  of 
membership  as  they  were  in  his  first.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  not  proper  and  even  desirable 
for  a  lodge,  if  able,  to  make  some  concessions  to  members  who  have  been  faithful  to  their  obligations 
for  many  years,  but  life  membership,  as  a  rule,  is  conclusively  demonstrated  to  destroy  the  benefit  it 
is  intended  to  confer  by  destroying  the  lodges  themselves.  It  is  alw.ays  in  the  power  of  the  lodges  to 
remit  dues  or  make  general  or  special  concessions,  according  to  circumstances  and  desert ;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  all  distinctions  between  the  brethren  should  be  stricken  from  the  constitutions  and  By- 
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Laws  of  our  constituent  bodies.     Such  move  was  made  by  Quitman  Lodge,  No.  76 ;  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  prosperity  of  the  lodges  would  be  advanced  if  such  action  became  universal. 

I  am  brought  to  the  presentation  of  this  subject  by  the  fact  that  you  will  be  called  upon  to 
exercise  your  judgment  in  regard  to  it  on  perhaps  the  most  difficult  feature  connected  with  it,  viz. : 
the  power  of  a  lodge  to  repeal  or  modify  the  lawto  the  prejudice  of  brethren  who,  by  the  fuUfiUment 
of  the  conditions  imposed,  have  acquired  the  privilege  of  life  membership. 

The  grand  master  having  submitted  ihe  question  to  the  committee  on  law  and 
jurisprudence,  it  was  reported  upon  at  this  communication.  The  majority  report, 
signed  by  past  grand  masters  Fellows,  Todd,  Marks,  Girard  and  Powell,  rec- 
ognizes the  law  of  contract,  and  holds  that  the  right  to  repeal  laws  providing  for  life 
membership  exists  "  except  where  before  such  repeal,  the  right  of  exemption  had  be- 
come complete  and  fully  vested  by  performance  of  the  necessary  conditions,"  and 
concludes  thus : 

After  a  compliance  with  a  by-law  by  which  a  member  has  become  a  life  member  by  payment 
of  dues,  or  any  fixed  sum  or  sums  of  money,  whether  in  blocks  or  by  installments,  and  all  the  con- 
ditions have  been  complied  with,  the  transaction  becomes  a  contract,  which  the  lodge  cannot  escape 
from  fullfilling,  and  if  invoked,  the  courts  would  compel  compliance  on  the  part  of  the  lodge. 

On  this  discussion  of  the  question,  we  have  left  out  all  reference  to  the  desirableness  of  the 
feature  of  life  membership,  and  have  confined  it  to  the  legality  of  the  proposed  repeal  or  change  pro- 
posed by  Louisiana  Lodge,  No.  102.  The  undersigned  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  such  a 
change  as  proposed  in  the  By-Laws  of  Louisiana  Lodge  would  be  the  violation  of  a  civil  contract, 
and  is,  therefore,  contrary  to  Masonic  law. 

Past  Grand  Master  HoRNOR,  dissenting,  says : 

I  am  aware  that  it  is  thought  by  some  of  the  brethren  and  by  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
that  the  privileges  of  life  membership,  when  conferred  by  a  lodge,  amount  to  a  vested  right  in  the 
same,  including  a  perpetual  exemption  from  all  dues,  but  I  believe  that  such  impression  is  erroneous, 
and  that  the  power  that  conferred  the  privileges  of  life  membership  has  the  same  power  to  annul  or 
cancel  them,  and  necessarily,  therefore,  to  modify  or  restrict  the  same  as  it  may  deem  fit. 

The  entire  committee  approved  the  amendment  to  the  by-laws  of  Quitman 
Lodge,  abolishing  life  membership  in  futuro. 

A  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  for  the  majority  report  was  lost  by  a  vote  of 
100  to  53,  and  the  majority  report  was  then  adopted  without  division;  and  we  may 
add,  we  think  will  command  general  approval. 

The  grand  master  submitted  the  correspondence  growing  out  of  the  resolution 
adopted  the  previous  year  requesting  him  to  endeavor  to  heal  the  differences  between 
the  grand  lodges  of  England  and  Quebec.  In  reply  to  his  exceedingly  respectful 
and  fraternal  letter,  which  suggested  the  hope  that  some  recognition  of  the  principle 
of  local  grand  lodge  jurisdiction  might  be  conceded  by  the  most  worshipful  and  most 
honored  of  all  grand  lodges,  if  not  as  a  matter  of  law,  as  deference  to  modern  fact 
and  accomplished  system,  the  grand  secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  says: 

In  reply  I  am  commanded  to  refer  you  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between 
those  two  bodies,  which  is  given  in  full  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  for  some 
years  past ;  and  I  am  to  explain  that  as  the  situation  still  remains  the  same,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  cannot  possibly  ch.nnge  its  attitude  (ir  alter  its  decision  on  the  matter. 


MASONIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  93 


I  am  also  directed  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  report  read  to,  and  unanimously  adopted  by, 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  on  the  3d  of  March,  1886,  relative  to  certain  action  taken  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Illinois  on  the  matter  in  question,  which  will  further  show  you  what  the  views  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  are,  and  they  still  continue  to  be,  the  same  as  heretofore. 

As  tliis  correspondence  was  had  pending  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louis- 
iana on  a  proposition  from  the  committee  on  foreign  correspondence  to  interdict  in- 
tercourse with  the  recusant  lodges  in  Montreal,  and  a  substitute  offered  that  "  all  inter- 
course with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  be  suspended  until  she  withdraws  her  war- 
rants with  the  lodges  in  Quebec,"  the  grand  master  thus  takes  up  the  domestic 
thread : 

The  situation  is  therefore  the  same  as  it  was  when  the  pending  resolutions  were  presented  to 
this  Grand  Lodge.  I  can  do  little  more  than  exhort  the  brethren,  if  they  resolve  to  act  finally  upon 
this  matter,  to  do  so  only  after  such  full  and  thoughtful  consideration,  as  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject demands. 

Were  I  to  venture  an  opinion,  it  would  be  to  say  that  in  my  humble  judgment  the  doctrine  of 
"  exclusive  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction  "  to  which  resolution  of  this  Body,  some  years  old,  committed 
us,  does  not  demand  any  interference  in  the  quarrel  of  the  three  contending  parties. 

With  us,  I  mean  in  the  United  States,  for  reasons  so  obvious  that  I  need  not  allude  to  them,  it 
is  so  universally  recognized,  as  to  have  acquired  the  force  of  a  law  which  all  agreed  to  make  unto 
themselves  ;  but, though  I  may  come  in  conflict  with  preconceived  notions  of  prominent  and  learned 
IMasons  in  this  and  other  jurisdictions,  I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  Ma- 
sonry itself  which  authorizes  us  to  apply  the  law  which  we  recognize  inter  nos  to  a  quarrel  between 
two  external  and  foreign  jurisdictions,  who  are  not  parties  to  our  own  express  or  implied  obligations 
in  this  regard. 

We  do  not  propose  to  pursue  this  subject  further  than  to  say  that  the  statement 
that  Quebec  is  a  foreign  jurisdiction  is  unfair.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  was  or- 
ganized because  of  the  prevalence  of  the  American  doctrine  of  grand  lodge  jurisdic- 
tion, appealed  to  American  precedents  to  justify  its  formation,  and  the  regularity  of 
its  formation  under  these  precedents  secured  for  it  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Louisiana.  Considering  the  generous  support  given  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Louisiana  in  the  "  quarrel  "  in  which  it  was  one  oifour  contending  parties,  we  do 
not  wonder  at  Past  Grand  Master  Fleming's  attempt  to  have  that  portion  of  the  ad- 
dress referring  to  the  Quebec  matter  withheld  from  publication.  The  pending  reso- 
lutions went  over  until  next  year. 

The  grand  master  announced  the  appointment  of  Bro.  Chas.  F.  Tenney  as 
grand  representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  vice  Past  Grand  Master  Buck, 
deceased. 

In  conclusion  he  puts  himself  on  record  in  a  lengthy  argument  against  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  in  declaring  saloon- keeping  or  selling  liquor  ior 
drinking  purposes  to  be  unmasomc.  We  cannot  copy  it  all,  but  the  following  will 
give  an  idea  of  his  general  attitude  on  the  question  : 

Masonry,  except  in  individual  offences,  can  only  deal  isjitli  riglU  and  "wrong  in  the  ab- 
stract :  with  those  relations  0/  life  which  are  universal,  and  with  those  rules  and  principles  0/ 
liutnan  conduct  whicli  the  conscience  accept  as  tmiversally  true.     "  Prohibition  "  is  a  sentiment. 
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an  opinion,  or  a  belief;  shared  by  many  people,  unheeded  by  many  more.  As  well  might  Masonry 
dictate  the  hours  of  labor,  the  religious  and  political  creeds  of  its  members  ;  yea,  enter  the  house- 
hold and  draw  the  limits  on  the  luxuries  of  life. 

If  I  vote  to  expel  my  brother,  because  he  sells  wine,  yet  drink  it  at  table,  I  am  an  unnatural 
monster,  "a  perjured  and  simular  man  of  virtue,"  who  brand  my  brother  publicly  for  doing  an  act 
which  I  daily  commit  in  my  own  house. 

Carry  the  argument  to  its  legitimate  consequences  and  it  will  follow  that  the  use  of  "  liquor" 
is  unmasonic.  In  other  words.  Masonry  as  such,  not  content  with  the  lessons  of  temperance  and 
moderation  which  it  teaches,  becomes  the  champion  of  total  abstinence  !  If  this  be  admissible,  Ma- 
sonry ceases  to  be  the  great  universal  bond  which  elevates  it  above  all  other  human  institutions,  and 
dwindles  down  to  the  scope  of  a  local  charitable  and  temperance  society. 

Official  Masonic  papers  are  no  place  for  the  discussion  of  political  questions 
such  as  Prohibition  will  soon  be,  if  it  has  not  already  become  so.  Nor  is  tliere  any 
necessity  for  legislation  on  the  part  of  grand  lodges  to  enable  them  to  sustain  their 
lodges  in  disciplining  members  who  violate  the  laws  of  the  land,  whether  it  be  the 
law  against  liquor-selling,  or  any  other. 

That  splendid  organized  charity,  Louisiana  Relief  Lodge,  No.  I,  reports  the  de- 
mands upon  it  during  the  year  comparatively  light.  Applicants  from  Illinois  re- 
ceived $73, 

Adverse  report  was  made  on  one  petition  for  a  dispensation  for  a  new  lodge, 
and  one  was  refened  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  grand  master;  one  dis- 
pensation was  continued,  and  one  lodge  was  permitted  to  surrender  its  charter. 

Charles  Francis  Buck  and  James  C.  Batchelor,  both  of  New  Orleans, 
were  respectively  re-elected  grand  master  and  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  107)  is  again  by  Bro.  J.  Q.  A.  Fellows — 
wlio  last  year  took  up  the  pen  after  a  rest  of  a  quarter  of  a  century— and  like  last 
year's  report  is  topical  inform.  Confining  itself  to  certain  subjects,  under  their  re- 
spective heads  is  collated  such  expressions  of  opinion  on  each  as  he  deems  worthy 
of  reproduction,  found  by  him  in  his  study  of  the  proceedings  of  all  the  grand  lodges, 
each  rounded  up  with  his  own  views,  given  more  or  less  at  length.  In  this  mosaic 
it  is  rare  to  find  anything  clearer,  stronger,  more  courteous  or  more  fraternal  than 
his  own  contributions  to  it.  It  is  a  very  able  report,  and  its  preparation  must  entail 
more  work  of  the  real  hard  kind  than  that  of  the  ordinary  review.  It  will  never  be 
the  popular  form  of  report  for  the  mass  of  Masonic  readers,  but  a  series  of  them, 
equal  to  this,  would  be  a  valuable  mine  of  material  for  Masonic  writers  engaged  in 
debate. 

Illinois  is  laid  under  contribution.  He  quotes  at  considerable  length  from  the 
address  of  Grand  Master  Darrah  on  the  subject  of  Charity,  italicizing  his  vigorous 
presentation  of  the  fact  that  charitable  obligations  rest  on  the  individual,  and  that 
uniform  taxation  for  charitable  purposes,  which  takes  no  account  of  the  relative  abil- 
ity of  individuals  to  pay,  is  opposed  to  the  Masonic  idea  of  charity.  Bro.  Darrah's 
remarks  on  Quebec  are  also  quoted;  and  the  report  of  Bro.  H.  M.  McColi-ISTER, 
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district  deputy  of  the  twenty-second  district,  is  drawn  upon,  he  having  "  put  more 
forcibly,"  as  he  says,  "  than  has  been  noticed  elsewhere,  the  decay  of  the  social 
feature." 

As  fully  and  accurately  giving  the  Mason's  idea  of  Charity  or  Brotherly  Love, 
he  quotes  from  the  Koran  Mahomet's  definition  of  charity  : 

"  Every  good  act  is  charity  ;  your  smiling  in  your  brother's  face  ;  your  putting  a  wanderer 
in  the  right  road  ;  your  giving  water  to  the  thirsty  ;  your  exhortation  to  another  to  do  right,  is  charity. 
A  man's  true  wealth  hereafter  is  the  good  he  has  done  in  this  world  to  his  fellow-men.  When  he 
dies,  people  will  ask,  '  what  property  has  he  left  behind?'  But  angels  will  ask,  'what  good 
deeds  has  he  sent  before  him  ?  '  " 

Under  the  head  of  "  Grand  Lodges : — Their  Origin,  Powers,  and  Organization,' ' 
referring  to  Bro.  Parvin's  review  of  Bro.  Gurney's  report,  and  quoting,  with  other 
matter,  the  remark,  "  We  think  we  have  read  quite  as  much  on  this  subject  as  Bro. 
GuRNEY  and  his  associates,  and  we  know  of  no  association  of  Masons  in  America 
who  now  or  have  claimed  such  a  right  (the  right  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Entered 
Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  and  Master  Mason)" — Bro.  Fellows  says: 

We  have  underscored  one  word  in  above  quotation,  and  had  that  been  omitted,  we  could 
heartily  have  assented  to  the  whole  quotation.  But  we  do  know  that  the  Supreme  Council  for  the 
Southern  Jurisdiction  has,  '  within  the  memory  of  man,'  claimed  the  right,  but  ivaivcd  it,  to  make 
Masons,  and  it  was  at  a  special  meeting  at  Buffalo,  in  1877,  on  the  occasion  when  Bro.  Dawkins 
was  crowned  Inspector  General,  that  Bro.  Pike  announced  that  he  had  become  satisfied  the  Su- 
preme Councils  and  Inspectors  General  never  had  the  right  to  confer  the  first  three  degrees  of  Ma- 
sonry. The  right  prior  to  that  time  v/as  claimed,  but  waived,  where  there  were  Grand  Lodges  in 
existence. 

Again  recurring  to  this  subject  he  says: 

But  what  we  wished  to  say  was,  and  as  a  summary  of  what  we  have  read,  that  Masons  in  the 
pre-historic  ages  of  its  existence,  assembled  as  occasions  called  for  and  made  Masons  ;  and  those  as- 
semblies were  called  lodges,  or  were  what  we  call  lodges.  It  seems  to  have  become  a  landmark 
that  no  one  could  be  made  a  Mason  except  in  a  just  and  legally  constituted  lodge.  At  any  rate  such 
has  been  the  law  since  such  lodges  existed  ;  and  since  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, in  1717,  none  under  its  jurisdiction,  except  the  four  old  lodges  of  London,  could  exist  legally 
without  a  charter  or  warrant  authorizing  them  to  work.  We  have  yet  to  see  authentic  proof  that 
lodges  and  Masonic  organizations  existed  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  prior  to  171 7.  This  may  have 
been,  for,  as  Bro.  Parvin  says,  thei;e  were  many  more  lodges  than  t\is  four  old  lodges  exisiting  in 
lOngland,  if  not  in  London,  in  1717;  and  they  may  have  formed  a  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Lodges, 
and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  did  so.  Of  their  existence  we  have  sufficient  proof, 
and  when  Bros.  Hughan,  Gould,  et.  als.,  will  search  for  and  jmblish  what  may  be  found,  other  than 
>uch  facts  as  tend  to  sustain  their  ideas  of  the  modern  Grand  Lodge,  (of  England),  we  shall  know 
much  more  than  we  now  do,  of  the  nature  and  character  of  Freemasonry  prior  to  1717. 

Certain  it  is  that  all  the  real  Masonic  organizations  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  trace  directly 
their  origin  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  either  the  Ancient  or  Modern,  or  that  at  York,  or  in 
Scotland  or  Ireland,  unless  we  except  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Germany,  at  Berlin.  Hence,  whatever 
there  might  have  been  on  the  Continent  ceased  or  became  merged  in  those  Masonic  organizations 
wtiich  had  their  origin  in  the  British  Islands,  where  we  must  look  for  the  origin  and  early  history 
and  character  of  the  Institution  as  we  now  have  it. 

Out  of  those  organizations  on  the  Continent  grew  the  various  Grand  Orients,  another  term  in 
French  for  Grand  Lodge,  and  on  those  were  grafted  various  degrees,  as  was  the  Royal  Arch,  the 
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Mark  Master  and  Knights  Templar  upon  the  English  lodges,  and  as  part  of  addenda  to  the  same. 
Without  tracing  the  history  of  these  Grand  Orients,  we  come  down  to  1801,  when  was  termed  the 
Supreme  Council  for  the  Southern  Jurisdiction,  (properly  claimed  to  be  the  Mother  Supreme  Coun- 
cil of  the  world).  All  who  formed  that  Supreme  Council  were  Master  Masons,  members  of  lodges 
in  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  under  obligation  to  neither  Initiate,  Pass,  or  Raise,  or  assist  therein,  any 
one,  except  in  a  just  and  legally  constituted  lodge  of  Freemasons.  It  was  an  impossibilty  then  for 
them  to  assume  or  create  the  power,  or  obtain  the  right  in  and  by  virtue  of  their  new  organization,  to 
ignore  the  force  of  those  obligations.  Such  being  the  case,  and  alFother  Supreme  Councils  deriving 
all  their  powers  and  rights  through  and  by  the  action  of  this  Mother  Supreme  Council,  so  none  of 
the  other  Supreme  Councils  ever  had  or  can  have  the  right  to  confer  the  first  three  degrees  of  Free" 
masonry,  and  it  follows  that  all  who  have  received  those  degrees  from  Supreme  Councils  or  In- 
spectors General,  are  clandestine  made  Masons,  and  incapable  of  doing  any  Masonic  act.  The 
power  or  legality  of  Grand  Orients  cannot  be  questioned,  for  they  are  the  same  as  Grand  Lodges, 
fr6m  which  the  conclusion  follows  and  seems  inevitable  that  many  of  the  Supreme  Councils  of  the 
world  are  illegal,  and  their  members  and  founders  in  many  instances  clandestine  made  Masons, 

Bro.  Fellows'  idea  of  the  signification  of  the  term  "  Grand  Orient"  is  quite 
dift'erent  from  ours.  We  understand  it  to  include  the  administrative  bureaus  of  the 
various  blocks  of  degrees  into  which  the  thirty-three  or  more  are  broken  up,  in  which 
the  so-called  "  grand  lodge  "  is  the  bureau  which  nominally  administers  the  affairs 
of  the  first  three ;  but  that  its  acts  are  subject  to  the  supervision  and  veto  of  the  su- 
preme council  which  sits  supreme  over  all,  and  that  its  charters  are  not  valid  until 
vised  by  that  oligarchical  body  or  its  autocratic  head.  If  this  view  of  their  method 
of  constitution  is  correct,  grand  orients  are  not  the  same  as  grand  lodges,  and  their 
power  or  legality  as  bodies  having  any  authority  in  Masonry  cannot  be  maintained. 
Nor  does  the  fact  that  one  of  the  constituent  parts  of  the  grand  orient  is  called  a  grand 
lodge — if  all  those  constituents  are  equally  subordinate  to  the  supreme  council — make 
those  who  have  received  the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  P'ellow  Craft,  and  Mas- 
ter Mason,  under  the  authority  of  these  putative  grand  lodges,  any  less  clandestine- 
made  Masons  than  those  who  have  received  them  direct  from  supreme  councils  or 
inspectors  general. 

We  have  nowhere  seen  a  clearer  statement  than  this  of  Bro.  Fellows,  of  the 
impossibility  of  Master  Masons  acquiring  the  right,  by  associating  themselves  to- 
gether, of  absolving  themselves  from  their  irrevocable  obligations.  We  ask  if  the 
logic  of  his  argument  does  not  as  clearly  demonstrate  the  impossibility  that  any  or- 
ganization thus  created  by  Master  Masons,  which  by  new  tests  or  distinctions  ex- 
cludes from  equal  participation  therein  all  other  Master  Masons,  can  be  lawfully  rec- 
ognized as  "  a  duly  constituted  Masonic  body  ?" 

We  are  glad  to  find  in  the  following  support  for  the  view  we  have  advanced  in 
every  public  address  on  Masonry  we  have  delivered  during  the  last  fifteen  years : 

Masonry  was  in  advance  of  kingly  rule,  and,  we  believe,  the  Institution,  by  its  teachings,  pre- 
pared the  way  for  a  democratic,  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  that  only  in  countries  ruled  by 
the  spirit  of  Republican  Democracy  does  Masonry  flourish,  or  will  it  ever, 

His  estimate  of  the  effect  of  life  membership  upon  the  lodges  adopting  it,  is 
quite  the  reverse  of  Grand  Master  Buck's.  He  says,  "  the  most  prosperous  of  the 
bodies  of  Masons  in  Louisiana  are  those  which  have  had  the  system  of  life  member- 
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ship  the  longest.  The  history  of  the  strongest,  in  numbers  and  financially,  which 
lies  before  me,  shows  that  the  system  was  inaugurated  by  it  in  Louisiana,  on  the  loth 
of  December,  1855." 

In  our  report  of  1873  we  said :  "We  are  sometimes  led  to  question,  and  never 
more  so  than  when  we  find  some  new  Peter  the  Hermit  preaching  a  crusade  against 
non-affiliates,  whether  a  hurricane  of  adversity,  such  as  Masonry  encountered  forty 
years  ago,  would  not  be  a  blessing  in  disguise,"  and  we  are  led  to  refer  to  it  now  be- 
cause in  the  following,  Bro.  Fellows  gives  us,  fifteen  years  afterward,  a  glimpse  of 
what  the  craze  did  for  Louisiana : 

The  action  in  Louisiana,  begun  in  1873-4,  of  holding  unaffiliated  Masons  as^ariahs,  in  the 
words  of  Bro.  Schultze,  and  in  holding  the  Institution  to  be  one  in  most  respects  like  health  and  life 
assurance  associations,  a  sad  departure  from  the  rule  ever  before  prevailing  in  Louisiana,  has  had 
its  effect  by  reducing  the  numbers  of  the  Fraternity  in  affiliation  from  7,800  to  3,600  in  less  than 
thirteen  years  ;  and  it  was  indeed  time,  in  Louisiana,  if  Freemasonry  was  to  be  saved  from  utter  ex- 
termination, that  the  rctiirH  was  inaugurated  in  1886.  It  is  to  be  hoped  by  every  lover  of  Freema- 
sonry that  there  is  in  the  near  future  a  sure  return  to  the  true  principles  of  the  Institution. 

As  Bro.  Fellows  was  not  then  reviewing,  we  should  be  glad  if  he  will  take  the 
trouble  to  read  our  discussion  of  the  subject,  under  the  head  of  New  York,  in  our 
report  for  1S74. 

The  following  will  indicate  his  conservative  position  on  the  "  Saloon  Ques- 
tion "  : 

As  we  are  bound  to  be  good  citizens  and  cheerfully  obey  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  we 
reside,  we  violate  our  obligations  as  citizens  and  Masons  when  we  violate  any  law  of  that  country 
which  prohibits  or  makes  a  crime  or  misdemeanor,  with  penalty  attached,  any  act  or  deed  or  call- 
ing. If  then  the  State  has  prohibited  the  retailing  of  intoxicating  liquors  and  made  it  a  crime  or  mis- 
demeanor, punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  a  violation  of  that  law  is  a  Masonic  offense,  and  on 
proof  being  made  and  conviction  had,  after  due  trial,  the  brother  found  guilty  should  be  masonically 
punished. 

If  the  selling  of  intoxicating  liquors,  as  a  beverage  or  otherwise,  or  the  keeping  of  a  saloon  in 
which  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold,  be  prohibited  by  any  of  the  points  of  the  obligations  which  the 
Master  Mason  has  taken,  then,  whether  the  State  has  declared  such  act  to  be  a  crime  or  misde- 
meanor punishable  on  conviction,  or  has  not  so  declared,  the  act  constitutes  a  Masonic  offense  and 
renders  the  brother  guilty  of  such  act  liable  to  Masonic  discipline.  And  here  we  take  it  is  found  the 
gist  of  the  whole  question  We  submit  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  obligation  taken  by  a  Master 
Mason  which  prohibits  him  from  keeping  a  saloon  or  selling,  as  a  beverage,  intoxicating  liquors. 
We  are  bound  by  no  such  tie  From  the  nature  of  the  case  we  cannot,  in  writing,  prove  this,  even  if 
it  were  an  affirmative  proposition.  We  cannot  be  required  to  prove  the  negative.  We  simply  deny 
that  any  such  prohibition  exists  or  can  be  found  in  the  obligations  of  a  Master  Mason. 

He  says  veiy  much  more  on  this  and  other  subjects  which  we  might  copy  with 
profit  to  our  readers,  but  we  have  already  given  so  much  space  to  Louisiana  that  we 
must  desist,  with  the  grateful  acknowledgment  that  we  are  greatly  his  debtor. 
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MAINE,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Portland,  May  3.  Thirty-six  grand  lodges  had  repre- 
sentatives present,  Illinois  not  of  the  number. 

With  the  briefest  exordium,  the  grand  master  (Fessenden  I.  Day)  presents  an 
exceedingly  direct  and  clear  report  of  the  business  of  his  office  and  the  condition  of 
Masonry.     Of  the  latter  he  says : 

Our  initiations  show  a  decided  increase  over  the  year  before,  the  affiliations  are  slightly  larger 
and  the  number  dimitted  less.  On  the  contrary  our  deaths  have  increased,  and  the  suspensions  for 
N.  P.  D.  are  very  much  larger,  yet  on  the  whole  we  increased  our  membership  more  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  We  average  now  more  than  no  members  for  each  lodge,  and  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions they  are  all  in  a  strong  and  flourishing  condition,  showing  that  the  plan  of  our  Grand  Lodge 
to  build  up  and  assist  the  old  lodges  and  to  grant  but  few  dispensations  for  new  ones  has  been  to  our 
advantage. 

Most  of  our  subordinates  have  had  a  fair  amount  of  work,  and  have  shown  a  disposition  to 
dwell  together  in  unity.  Differences  have  arisen  in  regard  to  jurisdiction,  and  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  in  a  territory  so  large  as  ours,  with  over  300  towns  that  have  no  lodges,  these  differ- 
ences should  arise,  and  although  some  of  these  have  seemed  to  be  of  a  serious  nature,  yet  all  were 
willing  to  abide  by  the  decisions  made  and  have  done  so,  and  the  best  of  feeling  prevails. 

On  the  subject  of  new  lodges  he  says  : 

I  have  granted  no  dispensations  for  new  lodges,  although  I  have  received  several  petitions 
with  very  plausible  reasons  for  my  granting  the  same,  but  in  every  case  I  have  advised  them  to  com- 
mence with  lodge  instruction,  a  dispensation  for  which  the  Grand  Lodge  was  willing  and  I  should 
be  pleased  to  grant.  I  think  that  before  a  dispensation  is  granted  to  brethren  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
stituting a  new  lodge,  they  should  be  required  to  work  for  a  time  under  a  Lodge  of  Instruction.  It 
is  a  fitting  school  that  will  assist  in  showing  them  how  much  interest  can  be  maintained  and  whether 
they  are  ready  to  support  a  chartered  lodge  with  all  its  responsibilities,  and  that,  too,  before  they 
have  been  to  the  expense  of  starting  one. 

I  believe  that  when  this  plan  is  adopted,  our  new  lodges  will  be  those  formed  to  live,  prosper, 
be  useful  to  themselves  and  a  credit  to  this  Grand  Lodge, 

The  practice  of  granting  such  dispensations  had  been  continued,  and  we  find 
that  two  of  these  lodges  of  instruction  petitioned  for  dispensations  for  new  lodges ; 
one  had  leave  to  withdraw  for  non-compliance  with  constitutional  prerequisites,  and 
the  other  was  referred  to  the  incoming  grand  master. 

In  a  case  of  discipline  for  intemperance,  where  a  reprimand  was  agreed  upon, 
but  in  which  the  grand  master  thought  indefinite  suspension  should  have  been  voted, 
he  directed  the  master  to  add  to  his  reprimand  the  following  : 

"  The  Grand  Master  orders  me  to  read  to  you  his  opinion." 

"  You  have  been  tried  by  your  brethren  and  found  guilty  of  gross  unmasonic  conduct  and 
have  been  sentenced  to  be  reprimanded  in  open  lodge.  Your  conduct  was  shameful,  and  the  more 
so  by  your  going  in  such  a  condition  into  a  hall  dedicated  to  such  noble  and  virtuous  purposes  as 
are  all  masonic  rooms.  I  am  s.atisfied  by  the  testimony  that  your  brethren  did  not  do  their  duty  in 
not  more  severely  punishing  you.  It  may  be  that  they  trusted  that  a  simple  reprimand  would  be 
sufficient  to  turn  you  from  your  evil  course  ;  if  so,  you  can  by  your  future  conduct  show  that  they 
were  wiser  judges  of  what  was  best  than  I." 
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Without  taking  the  slightest  exception  to  this,  we  suggest  (in  view  of  possible 
grand  masters  more  prolix  than  Bro.  Day)  whether  from  this  precedent  "  usage  " 
may  not  evolve  a  new  grade  of  punishment  unknown  to  the  statute. 

The  following  explains  itself : 

April  nth,  I  received  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Maine  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  informing  me  that  the  kind  and  liberal  brother,  who  one  year  ago  so  liberally  sur- 
prised us,  had  renewed  for  another  year  his  free  bed  in  the  Hospital,  and  had  placed  the  same  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Grand  Master,  under  the  same  conditions  as  the  year  before. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  discloses  the  appropriate  name  of  the  brother  who  thus 
hit  the  nail  of  practical  and  judicious  charity  squarely  on  the  head — Bro.  Edmund 
B.  Mallet,  Jr. 

An  anniversary  worthy  of  observation  is  thus  modestly  noticed : 

Among  the  many  social  masonic  events  that  have  occurred  during  the  year,  the  most  notable,, 
and  one  that  I  remember  with  much  pleasure,  was  the  celebration  of  the  125th  anniversary  of  the 
introduction  of  Masonry  into  Maine,  held  under  the  auspices  of  Portland  Lodge,  No.  i,  which  oc- 
casion was  also  the  125th  anniversary  of  the  granting  of  the  charter  under  which  Portland  Lodge 
was  finally  constituted.  Some  150  brethren  from  different  parts  of  the  state,  with  a  number  of  breth- 
ren from  away,  but  who  were  formerly  active  masons  in  Maine,  gathered  at  the  Falmouth,  and  after 
discussing  a  bounteous  feast,  short  addresses  were  made  by  representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
Grand  Chapter,  Grand  Council  and  Grand  Commandery,  as  well  as  the  A.  A.  Rite,  all  of  which, 
except  the  first,  were  able,  interesting  and  instructive. 

More  extended  addrasses  were  afterwards  made  by  our  Past  Grand  Master  Drummond  on  the 
Past  of  Masonry,  by  our  P.  D.  G.  M.  Bell,  now  of  New  Hamphshire,  on  the  Present  of  Masonry,  and 
by  our  P.  G.  M.  Burnham,  now  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  Future  of  Masonry.  Altogether  it  was  an 
occasion  long  to  be  remembered  and  worthy  of  Portland  Lodge, 

Turning  to  the  cover  of  the  proceedings  befora  us  we  find  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Maine  still  continues  to  date  from  its  actual  formation,  instead  of  from  the  birth  of 
its  eldest  constituent,  like  Massachusetts  and  some  later  imitators,  the  present  com- 
munication being  the  sixty-eighth. 

If  we  correctly  read  between  the  lines  of  the  following,  the  secondary  object  of 
its  adoption  was  to  indicate  the  disgust  of  the  grand  lodge  that  it  had  been  deprived 
of  the  service  of  so  acceptable  a  representative  by  the  operation  of  a  resolution, 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  forcing  brethren  holding  commissions 
from  more  than  one  grand  lodge  to  resign  all  but  one  of  them,  presumably  because 
some  hungry  mouths  were  insisting  on  a  new  division  of  the  plums  : 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  long  service  with  which  Past  Grand  Master  Joseph  D.  Evans 
has  honored  this  Grand  Lodge,  as  its  Representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  his  high 
character  as  a  man,  his  distinguished  ability  as  a  Freemason  and  his  long,  active,  faithful  and  still- 
continued  Labors  for  the  good  of  the  craft,  we  have  learned  of  his  resignation  with  the  most  profound 
regret ;  and  while  tendering  our  warmest  thanks,  we  also  tendered  him  our  heartiest  wishes  for  his 
prosperity  and  happiness. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence,  the  grand  lodge  concurring,  say  on  the  ques- 
tion as  to  who  is  to  be  deemed  the  accuser  in  Masonic  trials : 
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The  question  has  reference  to  the  provision  of  our  constitution,  which  prohibits  the  accuser's 
voting  on  the  question  of  the  guilt  of  the  accused. 

The  constitution  recognizes  the  practice  that  in  many  cases  the  junior  warden  must  prefer 
charges  as  a  duty  of  his  office.  In  such  cases,  he  is  often  only  the  nominal  accuser  and  the  real 
accuser  is  another  person. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  Masonic  trials  that  the  accused  shall  have  an  impartial  trial; 
both  he  and  his  counsel  are  precluded  from  voting  upon  that  principle  :  the  accuser  and  his  counsel 
are  precluded  from  voting  on  that  principle.  The  principle  would  apply  to  the  real  accuser  with 
greater  force  than  to  the  official  but  nominal  accuser. 

The  brother  who  signs  the  charges  must  be  deemed  an  accuser,  and  cannot  vote. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  word  "accuser"  in  our  constitution  also  in- 
cludes the  real  accuser,  and  that  he  should  not  vote  on  the  question  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the 
accused. 

The  question  whether  a  particular  brother,  who  does  not  sign  the  charges,  is  or  is  not  an  ac- 
cuser, must  be  determined  by  the  W.  Master  who  presides,  like  any  other  question  of  Masonic  law 
arising  during  the  trial. 

The  same  committee,  reporting  adversely  on  a  proposition  to  furnish  each  dis- 
trict deputy — in  whose  office  is  also  combined  the  functions  of  lecturer — with  a  copy 
of  the  work,  say  : 

As  individuals,  they  believe  that  there  has  grown  up  in  this  jurisdiction  so  strong  a  sentiment 
in  favor  of  the  literal  rendition  of  the  work,  that  the  symbolism  and  real  object  of  the  work  are  al- 
most wholly  overlooked. 

While  they  would  not  object  to  the  deposit  in  the  archives  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  a  guide  to 
the  work,  they  believe  that  the  present  mode  of  disseminating  it,  is  contrary  to  the  ancient  rules  of 
the  fraternity,  as  it  is  substantially  equivalent  to  publishing  it  to  the  world. 

Frank  E.  Sleeper,  of  Sabatis,  was  unanimously  elected  grand  master ;  Ira 
Berry,  Portland,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  182)  is  again  from  the  matchless  hand  of 
Bro.  JosiAH  H.  Drummoxd,  noticing  all  the  American  grand  lodges  and  several 
foreign  bodies,  and  containing  in  addition  a  special  examination,  from  the  actuary's 
standpoint,  of  the  subject  of  life  membership. 

In  his  review  of  Illinois,  which  he  approached  "  with  feehngs  of  inexpressible 
sadness,  closely  approaching  desolation,"  he  gives  large  space  to  quoted  tributes  to 
Bro.  GURNEY,  of  whom  he  says : 

It  was  our  privilege  to  have  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  him  than  with  almost  any 
other  "  correspondent "  since  the  death  of  James  B.  Scot.  We  met  frequently,  and  our  correspond- 
ence was  frequent  up  to  the  time  of  his  fatal  illness,  and  of  a  confidential  character.  While  our 
views  on  most  questions  of  masonic  law  were  in  accord,  upon  others  they  were  diverse,  and  while 
our  discussions  were  often  earnest,  they  never  afifected  in  the  slightest  degree  our  fraternal  inter- 
course. 

He  urges  his  brethren  to  read  and  earnestly  consider  what  has  been  said  about 
the  deceased,  as  it  certainly  will,  he  says,  give  them  a  true  conception  of  what  Ma- 
sonry is,  and  a  Mason  should  be. 
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He  notes  with  approval  the  repeal  of  that  condition  in  our  law  which  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  prompt  exercise,  from  the  outset,  of  the  right  of  a  lodge  to  deal  with 
offending  sojourners. 

Of  certain  ritualistic  features,  he  says  (in  entire  accord  with  our  personal  views)  : 

We  notice  that  in  Illinois  in  order  to  open  a  lodge  on  the  third  degree,  they  have  to  climb  up 
through  the  other  two  degrees  ;  in  some  jurisdictions,  in  order  to  open  a  lodge  on  the  first  degree, 
they  cHinb  down  ;  we  believe  it  best  to  adhere  to  the  ancient  usage,  which  ritual  tinkers  are  trying 
to  change,  and  open  the  lodge  on  the  degree  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  do  business  or  work. 

He  copies  with  approval  the  remarks  of  Grand  Master  Darrah  on  Masonic 
burial,  and  from  the  report  of  the  jurisprudence  committee  on  physical  qualifications, 
and  of  another  matter  before  that  committee,  says  : 

The  committee  endorse  a  resolution  against  "  written  vouchers,"  saying,  however,  it  must 
not  be  understood  to  question  the  right  and  duty  of  the  master  to  require  proper  vouchers  that  the 
candidate  was  made  in  a  regular  lodge.  The  committee  evidently  imderstand  the  object  of  "  written 
vouchers  "  and  the  only  purpose  which  they  serve,  but  the  proposer  of  the  resolution  apparently  did 
not. 

On  the  design  of  "proper  vouchers,"  he  says,  in  his  notice  of  Mississippi  : 

We  think  we  must  give  the  chairman  of  the  committee  a  little  light,  as  he  confesses  he  does 
not  know  what  is  meant  by  "  proper  vouchers  "  in  the  charge  to  a  Master  "  and  has  never  seen 
any  one  who  d'd  know."  We  hold  such  a  document  know.  It  bears  the  "  teste  "  of  the  Grand 
Secretarj'  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  under  its  seal  and  signature  of  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  lodge  in 
which  we  were  made,  attested  by  the  Secretary,  under  its  seal ;  and,  moreover,  bears  our  autograph. 
It  certifies  that  on  a  given  date,  we  were  duly  made  a  Master  Mason  in  that  lodge  ;  and  the  Grand 
Secretary  certifies  that  that  lodge  was  a  regular  lodge.  When  we  are  identified  as  the  one  whose 
autograph  is  on  the  document,  we  have  produced  the  proper  vouchers.  But  our  good  Brother 
Speed  assumes  that  if  a  change  of  membership  is  made  this  document  must  be  surrendered  ;  but  this 
is  not  so  ;  it  has  nothing;  to  do  with  metnbership  ;  it  relates  wholly  to  the  initiation,  which  happens 
but  ooce ;  the  lodge  may  afterwards  die,  but  no  matter,  because  if  it  was  a  regular  lodge  when  the 
initiation  took  place,  the  party  was  "  made  in  a  regular  lodge."  It  relates  to  no  subsequent  time  ; 
its  whole  office  is  to  show  that  the  holder  was  made  in  a  regular  lodge  when  he  was  made. 

We  have  one  somewhere,  or  ought  to  have,  of  which  the  above  is  an  accurate 
description,  which  was  furnished  us  at  our  raising,  by  a  Massachusetts  lodge,  thirty- 
two  years  ago  next  December. 

He  believes  Bro.  Gurney's  report  on  correspondence  to  be  the  crownhtg  effort 
of  his  life,  as  it  was  his  last,  but  says  he  cannot  review  it. 

Referring  to  the  statement  of  the  California  committee  on  jurisprudence,  in  its 
effort  to  show  that  American  grand  lodges  were  not  under  obligations  to  sustain 
Quebec,  that  they  "  do  not  understand  that  this  rule  of  exclusive  jurisdictional  right 
is  a  fundamental  rule  or  has  been  universally  accepted,  or  that  it  ever  has  been  ac- 
cepted or  recognized  by  all  or  by  any  of  the  grand  lodges  of  Europe,"  he  says : 

The  committee  overlook  the  fact  that  while  the  British  Grand  Lodges  recognize  the  current 
jurisdiction  in  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependencies  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  they  claim  that,  as  against  all  other  Grand  Lodges,  their  jurisdiction  is  exclusive  :  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  specially  tenacious  upon  this  point,  and  will    not  allow   the   Canadian 
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Grand  Lodges,  even,  to  fouad  a  lodge  in  British  Territory  outside  of  the   Dominion.     The  Grand 
Lodge  ot  Manitoba  attempted  it,  but  was  forced  to  give  up  the  attempt  and  remove  the  lodge. 

And  of  their  assertion  that  the  rule  is  altogether  recent,  and  is  largely,  if  not 
wholly,  the  outgrowth  of  the  peculiar  condition  and  political  relations  of  our  Ameri- 
can states  to  one  another  and  to  the  general  government  : 

The  last  part  of  the  first  paragraph  contains  a  fundamental  error :  the  doctrine  did  not  grow 
out  "  of  the  peculiar  condition  and  peculiar  relations  of  our  American  states  to  one  another  and  to 
the  general  government."  The  doctrine  was  announced  and  settled  several  years  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution.  It  did  gro-^y  out  of  the  independence  of  the  colonies  and  the  sev- 
erance of  relations  with  the  British  government.  It  was  declared,  by  those  who  formed  the  grand 
lodges,  to  be  a  ^natter  of  right  that  the  Masons  of  an  independent  state  should  have  a  grand  lodge 
of  their  own,  with  e.xclusive  jurisdiction  in  its  territory. 

And,  further  of  the  remark  of  that  committee  that  the  relations  of  grand  lodges 
are  like  those  of  independent  nations  : 

The  second  paragraph  quoted  is  sound.  Grand  lodges  are  Masonic  nations.  We  marvel 
that  the  committee  did  not  perceive  the  necessary  result  of  that  proposition.  Nations  have  exclus- 
ive jurisdiction  in  their  respective  territories  ;  and  all  writers  on  international  law  hold  that  the 
proposition,  that  nations  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  their  territory,  is  not  a  law  made  by  agree- 
ment, but  a  law  growing  out  of  the  vety  existence  of  two  or  more  nations.  The  same  law  applies  to 
grand  lodges  with  equal  force.  The  fact  that  one  nation  might  permit  another  to  exercise  jurisdic- 
tion within  its  territory  is  no  argument  against  the  law,  but  only  shows  the  weakness  or  folly  of  the 
nation  which  does  not  insist  upon  its  rights. 

And  with  apt  illustration  he  follows  up  their  corollary  that  if  two  nations,  with 
each  of  which  the  United  States  is  at  peace,  go  to  war,  we  can  still  continue  to 
maintain  our  relations  with  each  : 

This  is  true,  as  a  general  rule,  but  there  are  exceptions  :  if  France  should  set  up  a  govern- 
ment in  Berlin,  and  claim  to  have  it  recognized,  and  insist  upon  our  receiving  the  people  of  Berlin 
as  French  subjects,  we  think  the  government  of  the  United  States  would  have  something  to  say 
about  it;  so  here  are  lodges  in  Quebec  which  her  grand  lodge  denounces  as  irregular,  but  England 
claims  that  we  shall  recognize  and  receive  their  members  as  regular  Masons  ;  if  they  apply  to  visit 
lodges  in  California,  as  they  have  down  in  Maine,  we  think  her  committee  will  find  it  diflicult  to 
prescribe  a  course  of  conduct  which  shall  enable  their  grand  lodge  to  "  maintain  peaceful  relations 
with  both  grand  lodges  !  " 

And  further,  on  the  same  subject,  because  others  besides  the  gr.and  master  of 
New  Jersey,  have  attempted  to  use  the  point  against  Quebec  : 

One  point,  however,  we  will  notice  ;  he  speaks  of  the  qualified  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  but  he  does  not  add  that  when  England  pre- 
ferred this  qualified  recognition,  Quebec  absolutely  refused  to  receive  it,  insisting,  as  she  had  done 
from  the  beginning,  that  she  had  of  right  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  over 
every  lodge  in  it.  She  has  never  consented  that  lodges  should  exist  in  her  territory  not  in  allegiance, 
nor  permitted  them  to  retain  foreign  charters.  She  has,  it  is  true,  del.ayed  the  ultimate  measure, 
partly  because  she  had  hoped  that  the  recusant  lodges  would  yield  and  partly  because  her  sister 
grand  lodges  almost  all  united  in  urging  her  to  exhaust  every  other  resource  before  putting  those 
lodges  under  ban.  And  now  her  long  suffering,  her  patient  endurance  and  the  delay  caused  by  her 
truly  Masonic  spirit  are  used  as  arguments  against  her. 

When  residents  of  Maine  go  elsewhere  and  get  the  degrees,  the  grand  lodge] 
regulations  forbid  their  being  recognized  as  Masons  by  Maine  lodges.     This  has  been' 
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sharply  and  we  think  justly  criticized.     Of  a  case  in  which  the  correctness  of  their 
proceeding  was  questioned,  he  says : 

While  we  feel  sure  that  our  grand  lodge  regulation  forbidding  the  recognition  ot  a  Mason  so 
made  is  entirely  correct,  we  are  not  sure  of  the  correctness  of  the  action  of  our  grand  lodge  in  rela- 
tion to  the  healing  ;  but  there  is  one  consolation,  if  the  "  healing"  was  an  error,  it  was  on  the  safe 
side.  We  agree  that  a  Mason  made  in  a  regular  lodge  is  not  a  clandestine  Mason  ;  he  may  be  ex- 
pelled for  fraud  in  obtaining  the  degrees,  but  until  expelled,  is  a  regular  Mason.  We  admit,  of 
course,  the  right  of  a  member  to  exchide  a  visitor  ;  but  we  also  hold,  that  while  a  grand  lodge  can- 
not rightfully  compel  a  lodge  to  admit  a  visitor,  it  can  prohibit  his  admission  although  the  members 
of  the  lodge  may  be  willing  to  admit  him.  The  brother  in  question  was  within  the  prohibition.  The 
grand  lodge  is  not  inclined  to  remove  the  ban,  unless  it  appears  that   the  candidate  was  not  in  fault. 

While  a  lodge  may  deny  a  regular  Mason  the  privilege  of  visiting,  we  do  not 
think  the  grand  lodge  can  lawfully  divest  a  Mason  whom  it  admits  to  be  regularly 
made  and  in  good  standing,  of  any  of  his  rights,  without  due  process  of  law — that 
is,  by  judgment  after  due  trial. 

We  quote  the  following  from  his  timely  discussion  of  the  grand  representative 
question,  under  the  head  of  New  York  : 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  grand  lodge  that  no  brother  should  be  accredited,  or 
hold  the  position  of  representative  near  this  grand  body  for  more  than  one  jurisdiction  at  the  same 
time. 

"  Resolved,  That  upon  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions  the  grand  master  be  and  is  herebj' 
requested  to  invite  any  brother  now  accredited  as  a  representative  near  this  gr.and  lodge  for  two  or 
more  jurisdictions  to  designate  which  position  he  desires  to  retain,  and  thereupon  to  procure  a  new 
appointment  or  appointments  to  be  made. 

"  Resolved,  That  whenever  a  representative  fails  to  attend  the  communications  of  this  grand 
lodge  for  two  consecutive  years,  unless  excused  by  the  grand  master,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
grand  master  to  request  that  a  new  appointment  be  made." 

We  read  and  re-read  these  resolutions  ;  had  our  better  halt  wipe  our  glasses  clean  as  only  a 
woman  can  do,  and  read  them  again  ;  we  saw  that  our  good  Brother  John  F.  Collins  moved  their 
adoption,  and  we  were  all  the  more  puzzled  ;  we  finally  conclude  that  somebody  took  advantage  of 
our  genial  brother's  good  nature  and  asked  him  to  offer  them  and  he  did  it  without  reading  them, 
and  the  grand  lodge  adopted  them  because  Bro.  Collins  offered  them  ! 

The  appointment  of  representatives  to  other  grand  lodges  has  been  the  subject  of  much  merri- 
ment and  ridicule  ;  and  if  these  resolutions  do  not  open  the  door  wider  for  such  assaults  upon  the 
system,  it  will  not  be  because  they  do  not  give  occasion  for  it. 

Whether  such  representative  is  to  be  deemed  a  representative  in  the  ordinary  meaning  of  the 
term,  or  an  ambassador  or  minister,  the  principle  upon  which  the  appointment  is  made  is  the  same. 
Grand  lodges  being  sovereigns,  the  idea  of  having  a  representative  of  one  grand  lodge  near  another 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  itself  and  the  members  of  its  obedience,  and  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of 
fraternity,  was  undoubtedly  taken  from  the  practice  of  nations.  At  first,  this  practice  was  followed 
as  tar  as  practicable  ;  of  course,  a  grand  lodge  could  not  send  one  of  its  own  members,  and  so  the 
practice  was  to  select  some  Mason  who  was  of  the  obedience  ot  the  grand  lodge  to  which  he  was 
accredited.  But  the  modern  mania  for  legislation  soon  attacked  the  system,  and  grand  lodges  be- 
g.an  to  interfere  with  the  selection  of  representatives  from  other  grand  lodges.  Of  course,  the  gen- 
eral principle  was  always  recognized,  that  if  the  person  appointed  was  personally  obnoxious  to  the 
grand  lodge  to  which  he  was  accredited,  that  was  a  good  reason  for  cancelling  his  commission  ;  and 
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there  was  at  least  one  instance  in  which  a  commission  was  i-ecalled  for  that  reason.  The  first 
movement  in  the  way  of  interference  was  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  by  one  grand  lodge  that  all 
representatives  to  it  must  be  of  its  own  members  ;  a  Mason  of  its  obedience,  not  a  member  of  itself, 
must  not  be  appointed  ;  and  so  it  has  gone  on  until  grand  lodges  have  forbidden  the  appointment  of 
the  same  brother  by  more  than  one  grand  lodge,  and  now  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York — with,  we 
think,  an  amazing  want  of  inter-jurisdictional  courtesy,  and  a  failure  to  appreciate  "  the  eternal 
fitness  "  of  things — requires  any  member  of  it,  holding  a  commission  from  more  than  one  grand 
lodge,  to  resign  all  but  one  of  the  commissions!  The  practice  has  gone  even  further  :  grand  mas- 
ters arrogate  to  themselves  the  nomination  of  representatives  frotn  other  grand  lodges,  so  that  it 
has  come  to  this,  that  representatives  to  grand  lodges  are  appointed  by  the  grand  master  of  the 
grand  lodge /s  which  they  are  accredited  !  The  whole  plan  of  representation  is  reversed,  and  in- 
stead of  the  selection  of  some  one  whose  relations  to  the  grand  lodge,  of  which  he  is  the  representa- 
tive, are  of  a  special  character,  the  position  is  used  by  the  other  grand  master  to  compliment  some 
brother  in  his  own  jurisdiction,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  his  qualifications,  thus  making 
the  object  of  such  an  appointment  a  mere  personal  compliment  and  nothing  beyond. 

It  is  a  significant  fact  that  the  modern  mania  for  legislation  did  not  attack  the 
tenure  of  the  grand  representative's  ofifice  until  the  brethren  found  out  that  their  own 
grand  master  nominated  the  representatives  to  their  own  grand  lodge,  a  practice 
which  we  fear  had  its  rise  in  the  discovery  by  some  grand  master  that  in  vacancies 
then  existing,  or  in  new  interchanges,  there  was  a  pretty  mine  of  patronage  if  the 
suggestion  of  a  particular  nomination  could  only  be  made  to  work. 

Bro.  Drummond  seems  inclined  to  believe,  with  Bro.  Peabody,  of  Colorado, 
"  that  if  grand  masters  would  write  more  letters  imparting  light  and  knowledge  to 
those  who  ask  for  it,  they  would  do  the  Craft  more  good  than  by  making  '  official 
decisions,'  "  but  after  all  we  think  the  official  decisions  reported  are  the  points  taken 
from  correspondence  which  the  grand  master  thinks  are  nezv,  and  hence  feels  it  his 
duty  to  record ;  maintains  as  of  yore  that  usage  as  well  as  written  laws  has  the  force 
of  law  in  Masonry;  thinks  the  limitation  of  eligibility  to  office  in  the  grand  lodge  to 
members  thereof  is  unwise,  and  says  the  Maine  constitution  limits  it  to  members  of 
the  grand  and  constituent  lodges,  but  certain  officers  must  be  past  masters ;  argues, 
in  consonance  with  our  law,  that  the  limitation  of  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  accused 
alone  is  an  unwise  innovation;  is  now  arguing  with  Bro.  Brown,  of  Kansas, a  ques- 
tion which  he  discussed  with  us  years  ago,  as  to  what  use  a  lodge  may  properly 
make  of  its  funds,  and  still  holds  that  "  the  funds  do  not  belong  to  the  lodge  :  they 
are  held  in  trust  for  charitable  and  Masonic  uses,  and  for  these  uses  alone  can  the 
funds  be  used;"  but  unless  in  cases  such  as  he  cites,  wherein  lodges  about  to  sur- 
render their  charters  have  undertaken  to  divide  their  funds  amongtheir  members  and 
have  been  enjoined  by  courts  of  equity,  we  think  the  right  of  the  lodge  to  judge,  as 
trustee,  what  are  charitable  and  Masonic  uses  is  not  very  likely  to  be  often  interfered 
with ;  referring  to  life  membership  says  the  danger  is  that  the  "  required  sum  "  to 
purchase  the  life  membership  will  not  be  made  large  enough ;  and  here  we  are  led 
to  inquire  whether  in  favoring  life  membership  we  do  not  in  some  measure  fall  in 
with  and  strengthen  the  tendency  to  pervert  Masonry  into  an  insurance  business ; 
says  without  actually  questioning  the  Mississippi  decision  "  that  a  vote  granting  a 
dimit  on  condition  that  the  brother  remove  to  Texas,  was  void,  and  the  membership 
not  affected,"  that  in  similar  conditions  it  has  been  held  that  the  condition  was  void, 
and  the  grant  valid ;  would  regard  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  law,  to  give 
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decisions,  as  distinguished  y)-^;;/  counsel  to  i/te  grand  viasier,  as  being  a  gross  usurpa- 
tion of  the  powers  of  the  grand  master,  with  which  we  agree ;  agrees  with  the  grand 
master  of  New  Jersey  that  a  blank  piece  of  paper  is  not  a  vote,  as  it  conveys  no  mean- 
ing and  therefore  cannot  be  counted ;  says  it  seems  a  little  ungracious  that  New 
York  should  not  be  willing  to  concede  to  Quebec  the  same  rights  that  she  asserted 
for  herself,  when  she  declared  herself  an  independent  grand  lodge ;  leaves  Bro. 
Vaux  without  a  leg  to  stand  upon  in  his  denial  of  the  possibility  of  a  "  tyled  lodge  '' 
doing  Masonic  work  in  public;  and  in  that,  as  well  as  in  many  other  ways,  lays  the 
whole  Craft  under  obligations  by  his  customary  table  of  statistics. 


MANITOBA,  1888. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Winnipeg,  Feb.  8.  Grand  representatives  were  present 
from  thirty-two  jurisdictions,  but  the  ambassador  of  Illinois  was  not  among  them. 

The  grand  master  (Thomas  Clark),  as  will  be  seen,  opens  his  exordium  with 
a  poetical  quotation,  and  closes  it  with  a  bit  of  advertising  which  may  not  be  as 
minute  in  its  details  as  the  efforts  of  Arkansas  and  California  in  that  direction,  but 
which  in  point  of  comprehensiveness  need  not  take  off  its  hat  to  either : 

"  Again  the  silent  wheels  of  time 
Their  annual  round  have  run  ;  " 

And  the  high  position  in  which   you  placed  me   a  year  ago,  makes  it  my  privilege  to  welcome  you 
most  heartily  to  our  thirteenth  annual  communication.     How  short  the  time  since  last  we  met. 

"  Still  on  it  creeps, 
Each  little  moment  at  another's  heels, 
Till  hours,  days,  years,  a  century  make  up 
Of  such  small  parts  ;  and  men  look  back 
Worn  and  bewildered,  wondering  how  it  is." 

Yet  it  is  so,  another  year  has  gone,  and  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  recall  one  of  its  precious  moments, 
or  its  golden  opportunities  ;  but  their  record  is  on  high,  and  we  will  meet  it  when  we  are  summoned 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  above.  For  we  are  taught  that  all  our  words  and  actions  are  not  only  observed, 
but  are  recorded,  by  the  Most  High,  to  whom  we  must  give  an  undisguised  account  of  our  conduct 
through  life.  If,  then,  we  are  conscious  of  failure  in  the  past,  let  us  begin  710'w  to  amend,  and  let  the 
fruits  of  our  good  resolutions  be  apparent  at  the  sessions  of  this  communication  in  loving  and  kindly 
forbearance  with  each  other,  agreeing  to  differ  where  we  cannot  see  eye  to  eye,  and  each  one  vieing 
with  his  brother  in  the  endeavor  to  accomplish  the  object  of  our  assembling.  I  am  quite  sure  you 
all  unite  with  me  in  giving  devout  thanks  to  the  Giver  of  all  Good  for  the  blessings  of  pe.ice,  and 
for  the  sunshine  and  rain  which  have  filled  our  bams  with  plenty,  and  gladdened  the  hearts  of  the 
stalwart  toilers  who  have  made  their  homes  on  the  fertile  and  almost  boundless  prairies  of  this  mag- 
nificent country,  which  is  undoubtedly  destined  ere  long  to  be  the  home  of  prosperous  and  happy 
millions.  Brethren,  we  have  the  grandest  country  that  the  sun  shines  on,  the  best  form  of  govern- 
ment in  the  world,  and  the  noblest  Queen  that  ever  graced  a  throne  or  swayed  a  royal  sceptre.  If 
we  are  not  a  thankful  and  contented  people,  we  ought  to  be. 

7t 
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He  acknowledges  courtesies  extended,  and  by  his  allusion  to  the  "  Inter-State 
Commerce  Law,"  draws  us  all  to  him  as  our  long-lost  brother,  so  true  it  is  that — 

"  One  touch  of  nature  makes  the  whole  world  kin." 

Among  the  special  dispensations  refused  by  him  we  find  one  "  to  authorize  the 
senior  warden  to  confer  degrees  in  the  absence  of  the  worshipful  master,"  whence 
we  infer  that  while  in  that  jurisdiction  the  senior  warden  may,  in  the  absence  of  the 
master,  succeed  that  officer  in  the  government  of  the  lodge,  he  cannot  in  the  -working 
of  it.     Of  the  condition  of  Masonry,  the  grand  master  says  : 

The  condition  of  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction  is,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  steadily  im- 
proving, its  tone  is  becoming  more  elevated.  The  growing  sentiment  of  the  age  in  favor  of  temper- 
ance has  so  thoroughly  leavened  the  members  of  the  Craft  that  "  coffee  "  holds  almost  universal 
sway  at  the  retreshment  tables,  and  I  hope  the  time  is  very  near  when  into.xicating  liquors  will  not 
appear  on  the  refreshment  table  of  any  lodge  room  in  any  jurisdiction.  The  proceedings  in  the  re- 
freshment rooms  are  elevating  and  improving,  such  as  would  be  approved  of  by  our  wives  and 
daughters.  The  brethren  go  home  at  seasonable  hours,  all  teeling  that  the  evening's  enjoyment 
will  bear  the  morning's  reflection.  Brethren,  I  congratulate  you  upon  this  state  of  things,  and  lam 
glad  to  know  that  it  is  not  confined  to  our  own  jurisdiction,  but  that  the  leaven  is  working  through- 
out the  Masonic  world. 

It  is  perhaps  reasonable  to  infer  that  in  those  localities  where  coffee  has  not  en- 
tirely taken  the  place  of  intoxicating  liquors  that  the  brethren  do  not  convert  the 
purposes  of  refreshment  into  intemperance  and  excess,  as  any  scandalous  departure 
from  that  rule  would  have  insured  a  different  result  in  the  following,  which  occurred 
in  the  subsequent  proceedings  : 

It  was  moved  by  M.  W.  Bro.  Alfred  Pearson,  seconded  by  V.  W.  Bro.  John  Montgom- 
ery, that  it  be  one  of  the  regulations  of  this  grand  lodge  that  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  use  intoxicating  liquors  at  refreshment  tables  in  their  lodge  rooms. 

The  motion  was  put  to  grand  lodge  and  declared  lost. 

The  grand  master  announced  the  death  of  Bro.  Col.  Alfred  McKeand,  past 
grand  steward,  who  died  suddenly  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-seven. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  two  charters ;  arranged  to  set  apart  yearly  ten  per 
cent,  of  its  funds  towards  its  Benevolent  Fund,  against  which  lodges  expending 
money  for  the  relief  of  sojourners  may  draw,  under  certain  forms,  for  a  sum  equal  to 
fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  amount  so  expended;  appropriated  ^loo  for  the  library;  fixed 
upon  Winnipeg  as  its  next  place  of  meeting ;  and  adopted  a  revised  constitution,  for 
valuable  advice  and  assistance  in  amending  which,  it  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Past 
Grand  Master  Roi:  Morris,  of  Kentucky,  who  had  previously  been  formally  re- 
ceived as  a  visitor,  and  had  acknowledged  the  compliments  of  the  grand  master's 
address  of  welcome  in  eloquent  terms,  and  who,  in  token  of  personal  respect,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  first  visit,  presented  and  I'ead  to  the  grand  lodge  an  original  poem, 
entitled  "  In  White  Array." 

Alas!  it  was  also  his  last  visit.  Since  our  review  of  Kentucky  was  written,  the 
sad  intelligence  comes  to  us  that  the  genial,  generous,  loving  Rob,  with  whom  we 
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had  been  in  correspondence  for  more  than  twenty-five  years,  and  whose  close  per- 
sonal friendship  we  had  so  long  enjoyed,  is  no  more.  Dear  old  friend,  Aufwieder- 
SEHEN  ! 

The  following  refers  to  the  lodge  which  Manitoba  established  at  Gibraltar,  but 
which  England,  in  the  exercise  of  the  doctrine  of  exclusive  jurisdiction — which  she 
says  has  never  obtained  with  her — drove  across  the  Straits  to  Tangiers,  in  Africa  : 

Resolved,  That  Al  Moghreb  Al  Aksa  Lodge,  No.  i8,  be  notified  that  if  all  returns  and  pay- 
ments due  grand  lodge  be  not  paid  to  the  grand  secretary  on  or  before  20th  September,  1888,  or  a 
reason  given  for  failure,  the  charter  of  said  lodge  shall  be  declared  forfeited. 

Thomas  Clark  and  William  G.  Scott,  of  Winnipeg,  were  respectively  re- 
elected grand  master  and  grand  secretary. 

There  is  no  report  on  coiTespondence. 


MARYLAND,  1887. 

This  grand  lodge  holds  a  semi-annual  communication  in  May,  and  an  annual  in 
November,  and  issues  two  pamphlets  every  year.  The  proceedings  of  the  semi-an- 
nual communication  of  May  lo,  18S7,  and  its  appendices  make  up  the  centennial 
volume  (pp.  443),  printed  on  heavy  paper,  with  broad,  blue-line  margins,  antique 
title  pages,  and  two  illustrations,  all  together  worthy  of  the  occasion  it  commem- 
orates. 

The  grand  lodge  was  opened  by  the  deputy  grand  master,  who  directed  the 
grand  sword  bearer  and  grand  director  of  ceremonies  to  inform  the  grand  master  that 
the  grand  lodge  was  opened  in  due  form  and  awaited  his  pleasure  : 

The  M.  W.  grand  master's  entrance  was  proclaimed  by  the  grand  marshal ;  the  Grand  Hon- 
ors were  given,  after  which  the  grand  master  took  the  gavel  tendered  him  by  the  R.  W.  deputy 
grand  master,  and  declared  the  grand  lodge  opened  in  Ample  Form. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Thomas  J.  Shryock)  naturally  took  on  the 
lofty  tone  which  was  alone  appropriate  to  a  centennial  anniversary : 

One  hundred  years  !  What  a  contrast  since  a  few  earnest  men  come  together  to  organize  this 
grand  lodge.  What  a  contrast  between  the  two  assemblages — the  small  and  homely  meeting  of  that 
day,  and  the  great  assemblage  here  to-night  I  What  a  difference  between  the  quaint  little  lodge 
room  in  a  country  town,  one  hundred  years  ago,  to  the  splendid  Temple  of  to-day,  erected  to  God, 
and  dedicated  to  universal  beneficence  1  What  a  difference  in  the  surroundings  :  a  sparsely  settled 
State,  which  had  not  recovered  from  the  exhaustion  of  war  then,  to  a  CommonVvealth  teeming  with 
commerce,  industry  and  wealth  now.  Then  the  sturdy  members  came  by  long,  wearying  and  un- 
comfortable journeys ;  now,  we  meet  and  call  about  us  Masons  from  all  parts  of  the  world  ;  for 
steam  has  annihilated  distance,  and  a  journey  is  a  pleasant  pastime,  rather  than  a  solemn  duty. 
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Continuing,  the  grand  master  draws  a  vivid  picture  of  the  progress  of  a  century  ; 
he  says  the  men  who  assemble  in  grand  lodge  to  celebrate  the  next  centennial  will 
look  back  with  as  much  pride  of  contrast  as  do  we  of  to-day  : 

To  them,  in  the  glorious  civilization  to  which  their  epoch  will  have  attained,  we  will  be  re- 
garded as  humble,  hardy  and  earnest  men,  who  worked  for  Masonry  through  discomforts,  and  under 
disadvantages,  as  compared  with  their  condition  ;  just  as  we  regard  the  founders  of  this  grand  lodge 
as  compared  with  our  own.  The  men  of  one  hundred  years  ago  never  looked  up  to  the  wonderful 
development  of  to-day.  Nothing  of  the  past  had  ever  inspired  a  dream  so  marvelous,  and  yet, 
under  the  favor  of  God,  great  principles  and  good  men  have  produced  results  almost  miraculous. 

In  the  bosom  of  that  one  hundred  years  are  buried  the  men  who  figured  at  its  opening,  and  all 
through  the  ages  generation  after  generation  has  come  and  gone,  bearing  Free  Masonry  and  Civil- 
ization to  the  place  they  now  occupy.  The  next  century  will  swallow  us  up,  and  the  work  we  com- 
memorate to-day  will  be  faithfully  transmitted  from  the  hands  of  the  fallen  to  the  dutiful  hands  that 
are  to  convey  it  on  Irom  time  to  eternity.  The  ceremonials  that  we  follow  at  this  communication, 
bridging  the  vast  chasm  of  one  hundred  years  to  honor  the  men  who  started  this  grand  lodge,  will 
be  repeated  one  hundred  years  hence,  by  good  men  and  true,  in  commemoration  of  our  display. 
Like  a  benediction  over  our  graves  will  they  search  down  through  the  century  to  us,  as  we  search 
through  the  century  gone  to  the  memories  behind  us. 

Of  the  seven  decisions  we  copy  two  which  rest  on  general  law : 

6.  An  application  for  membership  can  be  received  from  a  person  stationed  in  another  State, 
provided  he  votes  in  this  State. 

7.  The  suspension  of  a  brother  for  non-payment  of  dues  cannot  be  reconsidered. 

If,  as  we  assume,  No.  6  refers  to  petitions  for  affiliation,  why  should  a  brother 
be  required  to  vote  in  Maryland  in  order  to  apply  for  membership  there  ?  We  pre- 
sume members  of  Maryland  lodges  are  scattered  all  over  the  country  ;  is  there  any 
principle  of  law  that  will  interfere  with  other  non-residents  becoming  members,  that 
will  not  apply  with  equal  force  to  prevent  these  from  remaining  members  ?  No.  7 
is  in  accord  with  Illinois  law  with  which  we  agree. 

The  president  of  Lodge  of  Relief,  in  his  report,  says,  among  other  things : 

There  have  been  but  two  cases  that  were  unworthy  that  presented  themselves,  and  they  met 
with  a  prompt  disposal.  In  this  connection  we  may  be  permitted  with  no  small  degree  of  pride  and 
pleasure,  to  refer  to  the  General  Masonic  Relief  Association  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  a 
child  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland.  Born  under  her  fostering  care  September  ist,  1885,  with 
fifteen  members — only  nineteen  months  old — to-day  it  has  upon  its  rolls  the  names  of  four  hundred 
subscribers,  consisting  of  boards  of  relief,  entire  grand  jurisdictions  and  individual  lodges,  covering 
almost  the  entire  territory  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  whose  work  in  detecting  and  ex- 
posing unworthy  applicants  for  Masonic  charity,  has  become  a  permanent  feature  of  the  Order. 

Past  Grand  Master  Berry,  the  representative  of  Illinois,  was  on  duty  on  the 
committee  on  grand  master's  address.  On  the  recommendation  of  that  committee 
an  appropriation  of  $200  was  made  to  the  library  association. 

One  charter  was  granted. 

In  behalf  of  the  Craft,  Past  Grand  Master  Tyson  presented  (he  grand  lodge 
with  a  bronze  bust  of  Grand  Master  SiiRYOCK,  who  called  on  Past  Grand  Master 
Vaux,  of  Penn.sylvania,  to  respond  for  him,  after  which — 
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Addresses  were  also  delivered  as  follows,  by  Grand  Master  J.  Fred.  Walker,  of  Quebec  ; 
Grand  Master  Joseph  Eichbaum,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Past  Grand  Master  William  P.  Parkman,  of 
Massachusetts;  Past  Grand  Master  John  R.  Purdie,  of  Virginia;  Past  Grand  Master  Noble  D. 
Larner,  of  District  of  Columbia ;  P.  S.  G.  W.  and  Grand  Representative,  Henry  Macpherson,  of 
Canada. 

On  the  next  evening  when  the  grand  lodge  was  called  to  labor,  an  address  of 
welcome  was  delivered  by  Past  Grand  Master  Tyson,  there  being  present  visiting 
grand  officers  from  Massachusetts,  Virginia,  Tennessee,  New  York,  North  Carolina, 
Delaware,  Canada,  Quebec  and  Ohio.     More  speaking  followed  : 

Addresses  were  delivered  by  Bros.  George  W.  Marshall,  grand  master  of  Delaware  ;  Ellwood 
W.  Thome,  past  grand  master  of  New  York  ;  J.  Simpson  Africa,  senior  grand  warden  of  Pennsyl- 


At  this  communication  the  responses  to  the  invitations  sent  out  for  the  centen- 
nial were  presented  and  partly  read.  The  whole  correspondence  appears  in  an  ap- 
pendi.x.  From  Illinois  we  find  regrets  from  Deputy  Grand  Master  Smith,  Senior 
Grand  Warden  Pearson,  and  Grand  Secretary  Munn.  We  also  find  one  doing  duty 
as  a  response  from  the  grand  master,  but  as  it  does  not  bear  the  mark  of  M.  W.  Bro. 
Alexander  T.  Darrah,  of  Bloomington,  who  was  then  Grand  Master  of  Masons 
in  Ilhnois,  we  reproduce  it  here  in  the  hope  that  some  brother  may  be  able  to  ac- 
count for  the  perversity  of  type,  or  pen,  or  fate  which  now  makes  it  necessary  to  vin- 
dicate the  truth  of  history : 

No.  481 1  Lake  Ave.,  Kenwood,  Chicago,  April  20th,  18S7. 

Thos.  y.  Shryock,  M.  VV.  Grand  Master,  Baltimore. 

Mv  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :  I  have  delayed  acknowledging  your  kind  invitation  to  be 
present  with  you  on  May  10,  11  and  12th,  hoping  that  I  might  so  shape  things  as  to  be  able  to  ac- 
cept, but  find  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  so,  a  fact  which  I  exceedingly  regret.  I  will  be  east 
before  those  dates,  but  will  need  to  be  in  Chicago  by  the  loth  pro.x. 

Wishing  you  the  grandest  of  all  successes,  believe  me, 

Yours  very  truly  and  fraternally, 

W.  G.  PuRDV,  Grand  Master. 

The  grand  lodge  closed  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  on  Thursday,  May  12,  the 
public  celebration  of  the  centennial  took  place.  The  procession  contained  4,700 
Master  Masons,  uniformly  clad  in  black  dress,  with  black  silk  hats,  white  gloves  and 
lamb  skin  aprons. 

The  programme  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  where  the  centennial  exercises  took 
place,  included  addresses  of  welcome  by  Grand  Master  Shryock  and  Mayor  Hodges, 
of  Baltimore;  a  centennial  hymn  and  a  centennial  poem,  by  Past  Master  James  M. 
Brewer,  both  so  fine  that  we  regret  that  we  cannot  give  them  space  in  our  report ; 
and  a  historical  oration  by  Past  Grand  Master  John  M.  Carter,  of  very  great  merit 
both  in  style  and  matter.  After  giving  a  history  of  the  grand  lodge  and  passing  the 
wonderful  achievements  of  a  century  in  rapid  review,  he  closes  thus  : 
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Freemasonry  has  all  the  while  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  way.  Surviving  alike  the  conspir- 
acies of  the  Illuminati  and  the  open  persecution  of  the  Morgan  zealots,  it  has  risen.  Phoenix  like, 
from  the  ashes  of  its  destruction,  purified  by  the  fire.  It  has  presided  at  the  birth  of  nations,  stood 
sponsor  at  their  baptism  and  united  in  requeims  for  their  repose. 

The  century  behind  us  has  been  rolled  away^as  a  scroll  and  added  to  the  ages  of  the  past. 
Parting  the  rift  ot  heaven  we  may,  with  the  eye  of  faith,  see  the  grander  achievements  of  the  era 
upon  which  we  have  already  entered.  Standing  to-day  at  the  closed  portals  of  the  old  and  upon  the 
open  threshold  of  the  new,  may  we  not,  in  the  language  of  the  first  message  over  the  magnetic  tele- 
graph, fervently  exclaim : 

"WHAT  HATH  GOD  WROUGHT?"  ^^},za 

The  closing  banquet  to  the  visiting  grand  officers  took  place  at  Hotel  Rennert, 
on  Thursday  evening.  We  have  examined  the  iiieiiu,  and  confess  ourselves  sur- 
prised at  the  absence  of  the  traditional  terrapin,  the  one  thing  on  which  we  frontiers- 
men supposed  Baltimore  based  her  claim  to  the  proud  position  claimed  for  her  by 
Mayor  Hodges — the  gastronomic  center  of  the  universe. '^  The  speeches  were  worthy 
of  the  occasion,  and  were  fitly  closed  by  the  witty  and  wise  talk  of  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter Thorne,  of  New  York. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  157)  is  by  Bro.  E.  T.  Schultz — whose  his- 
tory of  Maryland  Masonry,  we  are  glad  to  see,  is  to  be  completed  with  suitable  as- 
sistance from  the  grand  lodge — reviewing  the  proceedings  of  fifty-two  gi-and  lodges. 
Bro.  Schultz  gives  an  interesting  history  of  the  origin,  rise  and  progress  of  reports 
on  correspondence  in  his  jurisdiction,  showing  that  in  1794  Grand  Master  Wilmans 
addressed  a  communication  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  expressing  a  desire  to 
open  a  correspondence  with  that  body  "  for  the  purpose  .  of  more  firmly  cementing 
that  brotherly  and  uniform  conduct  which  ever  exists  among  all  true  Masons."  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  passed  resolutions  cordially  reciprocating  the  desire,  and — 

After  the  reading  of  this  correspondence  it  was  "ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  records,  and  a 
resolution  adopted  :  That  a  correspondence  be  opened  with  all  the  ancient  grand  lodges  in  the 
United  States  and  also  with  the  grand  lodges  of  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland.  At  the  June,  1796, 
communication,  a  circular  letter  was  ordered  to  be  issued  and  sent  to'the  various  grand  lodges,  in 
which  the  desire  was  expressed,  "  as  far  as  possible,  to  hold  a  fiiendly  correspondence  with  all  the 
grand  lodges  on  the  terrestrial  globe." 

This  desire  for  a  fraternal  correspondence  appears  to  have  been  duly  reciprocated,  as  from 
this  time  communications  were  received  from  the  grand  lodges  of  this.country  as  well  as  from  Eng- 
land, Ireland  and  Nova  Scotia.  These  communications  consisted  of  brief  abstracts  of  the  proceed- 
ings, lists  of  grand  officers,  and  letters  and  addresses  upon  various  subjects.  They  were  generally 
referred  to  the  grand  steward's  lodge,  but  sometimes  to  a  special  committee  termed  "  The  Commit- 
tee on  Communications." 

From  about  the  year  1800,  a  regular  committee  on  correspondence  was  appointed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  each  session,  to  whom  the  communications  received  by  the  grand  secretary  during  the 
recess  were  handed,  and  reported  upon  at  the  same  session.  But  in  1S40,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Brother  Joseph  Robinson,  the  present  custom  was  adopted  of  delivering  the  proceedings  and 
documents  of  other  jurisdictions  to  the  committee  as  received,  to  report  thereon  at  the  succeeding] 
communication,  thus  affording  the  committee  the  time  necessary  for  a  proper  examination  of  them. 


Later,  referring  to  the  reports,  he  says  : 
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The  reports  have  varied  in  length  from  six  lines  to  three  hundred  pages  ;  indeed  one  of  the  re- 
ports of  Brother  Mcjiltan  exceeded  the  figures  named.  It  was  customary  to  read  them  before  the 
grand  lodge.  Upon  a  certain  occasion.  Brother  Mcjiltan,  after  having  consumed  several  hours  in 
the  reading  of  one  of  his  reports  at  an  afternoon  session,  was  about  to  resume  at  the  evening  session, 
when  a  brother  who  during  the  recess  had  mustered  the  requisite  courage,  moved  that  the  further 
reading  be  dispensed  with.  The  motion  being  unanimously  adopted  (Brother  Mcjiltan  himself  vot- 
ing affirmatively),  the  same  course  has  since  been  pursued.  Tlie  reports  are  now  simply  submitted 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  proceedings,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  are  read  by  but  few 
brethren  when  printed. 

Commenting  on  the  Arkansas  resolutions  against  liquor- selling,  he  says : 

We  may  be  in  error,  but  we  really  think  legislation  of  this  character  altogether  out  of  place  ; 
so  long  as  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquors  arc  licensed  by  State  and  National  authority  it  ap- 
pears to  us  presumptuous  in  Masonic  bodies  to  pass  such  resolutions,  as  much  so  as  it  would  be  to 
require  a  man  to  be  a  member  of  a  church,  in  order  to  hold  membership  in  Masonry. 

One  brother  of  a  lodge,  who  entertains  the  opinion  that  the  selling  of  liquor  renders  a  man 
unfit  to  become  a  Mason,  can  prevent  such  a  one  from  becoming  a  member  of  the  Fraternity  ;  and 
that,  it  appears  to  us,  is  as  far  as  we  have  any  control  of  the  subject. 

In  the  following  he  is  in  accord  with  Illinois  practice  and  with  our  individual 
opinions  : 

We  hold  that  the  laying  of  foundation  stones,  unveiling  of  monuments,  dedication  of  halls,  the 
burial  of  a  brother,  and,  in  fact,  any  other  duty  which  a  lodge  may  properly  perform  in  public,  is 
Masonic  labor,  and  therefore  cannot  be  performed  while  the  Craft  are  at  refreshment. 

Thirty-three  years  ago,  shortly  after  our  admission  into  Masonry,  we  were  called  upon  to  act 
as  junior  deacon  of  our  lodge  upon  the  occasion  of  the  funeral  of  one  of  its  members.  After  opening 
a  master's  lodge,  a  procession  was  formed,  and  we  were  directed  to  open  the  door,  which  to  us  ap- 
peared altogether  improper.  We  took  counsel  of  a  very  aged  brother  present,  for  whom  we  enter- 
tained the  greatest  veneration  and  regard,  not  alone  for  his  Masonic  knowledge  and  experience,  but 
also  for  his  estimable  qualities  of  head  and  heart.  His  reply  was,  its  all  right  my  young  brother, 
we  are  going  to  bury  this  brother  Masonically ,  and  that  can  only  be  done  in  open  lodge. 

The  propriety  of  this  at  once  struck  us,  and  naturally  made  a  deep  impression  upon  our  mind, 
and  hence,  we  have  ever  since  entered  our  protest  when,  as  we  have  frequently  seen,  a  lodge  called 
off  ox  closed  for  the  purpose  of  attending  a  funeral  of  a  deceased  brother  or  the  laying  of  a  corner- 
stone. We  were  much  gratified,  therefore,  when  Grand  Master  Tyson  decided,  "  that  it  was  not 
proper  to  call  off  at  Masonic  funerals  ;"  this  is  now  the  law  of  this  jurisdiction,  until  set  aside  or  ab- 
rogated by  the  proper  and  competent  authority. 

He  gives  Illinois  generous  notice ;  he  characterizes  Grand  Master  Darrah's 
address  as  an  able  paper,  and  he  makes  liberal  extracts  from  it.  He  copies  his  re- 
marks on  the  right  of  visitation,  and  says  : 

We  cordially  endorse  the  above  views  of  Grand  Master  Darrah.  If  the  character  of  a  visit- 
ing brother  is  such  as  to  render  him  unworthy  of  association,  charges  should  at  once  be  preferred 
against  him.  Every  member  of  the  Craft  in  good  standing  is  presumed  to  be  the  peer  of  every  other 
member,  and  should  be  treated  and  respected  accordingly.  It  has  been  our  boast,  that  within  the 
precincts  of  the  tiled  lodge  the  prince  and  the  humble  subject  are  upon  one  common  level. 

He  also  refers  to  the  law  of  the  grand  lodge  which  prevents  a  lodge  of  the  jurisdiction  from 
placing  on  trial  a  sojourning  brother,  no  matter  what  the  offense  may  be,  until  the  right  to  try  the 
case  has  been  waived  by  the  lodge  of  which  he  may  be  a  member.  He  says  :  "  While  in  theory  it 
is  all  satisfactory,  yet  practically  it  is  far  from  subserving  the  ends  of  justice." 
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We  hold  that  it  is  equally  as  wrong  in  theory  as  in  practice.  If  it  is  true,  as  he  says,  "  We 
are  a  Craft,  a  brotherhood  dispersed  over  the  face  of  the  globe,  divided  into  lodges  (solely)  for  the 
sake  of  convenience  and  pleasure,  each  lodge  or  member  thereof  being  interested  in  all  other  lodges." 

We  have  always  entertained  these  views,  and  hence  favor  the  presentation  of  the  ballot  box 
to  visitors.  Viewed  from  this  standpoint  of  course  a  sojourner  is  amenable  to  the  jurisdiction  where 
he  may  be  at  the  time  of  the  commission  of  an  un-Masonic  offense.  The  consent  of  his  lodge  is  no 
more  necessary  than  it  is  to  have  the  consent  of  the  civil  authorities  of  a  neighboring  State  for  the 
trial  of  one  of  its  citizens  for  an  offense  committed  against  the  laws  of  this  State. 

The  trouble,  in  all  the  cases  referred  to  by  Grand  Master  Darrah,  arises  from  the  fact  that  so 
little  attention  is  given  to  the  study  of  the  ancient  Constitutions  and  Regulations  of  Masonry,  and 
so  much  given  to  the  making  of  new  constitutions.  A  new  regulation  is  made  for  every  imaginable 
case  that  has,  or  which  it  is  supposed  may  arise;  whereas,  if  the  old  regulations  and  charges,  which 
all  admit  are  paramount,  were  as  thoroughly  understood  as  they  should  be  by  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  our  Masonic  bodies,  there  would  be  but  little  necessity  for  new  regulations.  It  would  be 
discovered  that  the  ancient  charges,  regulations  and  landmarks  are  sufficient  to  meet  all  require- 
ments, if  not  specifically,  by  analogy  drawn  therefrom. 

Of  Bro.  GuRNEY  and  his  report,  he  says  : 

The  report  on  correspondence  was  presented  by  Brother  Joseph  Robbins,  although  the  hirger 
part  was  prepared  by  Brother  Theodore  T.  Gurney.  This  distinguished  brother  had  proceeded  in 
the  work  until  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York  was  reached,  when  he  was  prostrated  by  an  attack  of 
paralysis,  and  which  alas,  after  a  few  months,  terminated  fatally.  It  has  been  the  good  fortune  of 
the  writer  to  have  known  Brother  Gurney  both  personally  and  from  his  writings  for  many  years, 
and  he  learned  to  know  him  as  most  genial  and  affable  in  his  social  relations,  and  as  a  correspondence 
reporter,  with  few  equals  if  any  superiors. 

The  report  before  us  is  fully  equal  to  any  that  have  emanated  from  his  pen,  indeed  in  some  re- 
spects it  is  superior,  and  from  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  written  is  invested  with  pecu- 
liar interest. 

The  following  will  indicate  his  general  views  on  the  "  prerogative  "  question : 

If  the  committee  mean  to  say  that  a  grand  lodge  can  make  a  "  written  constitution"  that  will 
control  or  deprive  the  grand  master  of  powers  given  or  recognized  as  existing  in  him,  by  the  ancient 
charges  and  regulations,  then  we  dissent  in  toto.  A  moment's  reflection  we  think  must  convince 
any  one  who  has  given  even  a  superficial  examination  to  the  subject,  that  a  grand  master  has  rights, 
powers  and  prerogatives  that  the  grand  lodge  cannot  take  from  him,  without  a  violation  of  those 
fundamental  laws  governing  the  Fraternity  :  the  ancient  charges,  regulations  and  landmarks — con- 
cerning which  every  brother,  before  he  can  be  installed  as  master,  must  solemnly  assert,  "  no  man 
or  body  of  men  can  make  changes  or  innovation  therein." 

We  cite  some  of  these  powers  :  The  right  to  issue  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new 
lodges,  and  by  analogy  therefrom,  the  right  to  make  Masons  at  sight,  for  surely  he  may  do  himself 
that  which  he  may  authorize  others  to  do  ;  the  right  of  visitation  and  to  preside  over  everj'  assembly 
of  Masons  in  his  jurisdiction,  for  he  is  grand  master  of  the  entire  Craft ;  the  right  to  convene  the 
grand  lodge  whenever  he  may  deem  it  expedient:  the  right  to  arrest  the  charter  of  a  lodge  ;  the 
right  to  suspend  the  master  and  other  officers.  These  and  others  that  might  be  mentioned,  are 
powers  that  all  must  admit  are  inherent  in  the  office  of  grand  master,  and  cannot  be  taken  from  him. 

Of  another  subject  he  says : 

We  have  always  held  that  in  the  absence  of  the  Master  and  Wardens  a  lodge  cannot  legally  be 
opened.  The  charter  is  in  their  custody  alone,  and  if  they  are  not  present,  the  charter  is  not,  and 
without  it  the  lodge  cannot  be  opened.  We  believe  that  even  the  Grand  Master  cannot  preside  over 
the  regular  transactions  of  a  lodge  in  the  absence  of  all  the  officers.  If  he  does,  he  virtually  sus- 
pends the  charter,  which  of  course  he  has  a  right  to  do,  and  should  do,  if  the  officers  habitually 
absent  themselves,  and  deliver  the  charter  to  others  who  will  attend  to  their  duties. 
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We  do  not  doubt  the  power  of  the  grand  master  to  preside  over  any  meeting  of 
a  lodge,  whether  the  master  and  wardens  are  present  or  not.  In  Illinois  no  lodge 
can  be  opened  in  the  absence  of  all  these  three  officers,  "  except  by  the  grand  master 
or  his  special  deputy,"  but  this  declaration  was  not  made  for  the  purpose  of  author- 
izing the  grand  master,  in  person  or  by  proxy,  to  preside  under  such  circumstances, 
but  was  a  recognition  of  the  power  he  possesses  under  the  general  law  of  Masonry. 
As  to  the  other  point,  we  adhere  to  our  oft-repeated  opinion  that  the  acts  of  a  lodge 
are  not  invalidated  by  the  absence  of  the  charter,  so  long  as  it  is  in  existence  and  in 
full  force. 

Bro.  ScHULTZ  joins  in  condemning  forms  and  procedures  for  Masonic  trials,  be- 
lieving that  they  obstruct,  rather  than  assist  in  the  administration  of  justice,  but  we 
question  whether  much  of  this  talk  about  "forms"  and  "technicalities"  is  not  bom  of 
sentiment,  rather  than  reflection.  We  do  not  say  that  it  is  so  in  his  case.  There 
tnust  be  some  forms,  and  most  of  those  we  have  seen  laid  down  are  substantially  the 
same  as  those  which  the  accumulated  experience  of  mankind  have  shown  to  be  best 
adapted  to  secure  justice  with  the  least  difficulty  and  perplexity.  He  does  not,  we 
are  glad  to  note,  believe  it  is  either  lawful  or  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  Fra- 
ternity to  treat  non-affiliates  zs> pariahs,  nor  to  punish  non-payment  of  dues  to  the  ex- 
tent of  deprival  of  all  rights  and  benefits ;  thinks  the  tiler  should  have  the  opportun- 
ity of  voting  upon  important  questions  if  he  so  desires,  in  which  case  he  enters  the 
lodge,  while  the  junior  deacon  takes  his  place ;  regards  the  past  master's  degree  as 
of  the  greatest  importance  when  properly  conferred,  which  may  be  true,  but  we  are 
of  the  opinion  that  it  is  properly  conferred  only  outside  of  Masonry ;  concurs  in  the 
opinion  of  Bro.  Wheeler  that  members  will  pay  annual  dues  with  more  cheerfulness 
if  allowed  to  use  a  portion  of  them  for  social  purposes ;  says  the  traditions  on  which 
Anderson  and  Oliver  base  their  histories  cannot  be  pure  inventions,  but  we  think 
he  will  ultimately  conclude  that  they  are  nearly  so ;  says  in  his  opinion  no  grand 
lodge  has  any  right  to  forbid  either  charity  or  Masonic  burial  to  non-affiliates,  with 
which  we  cordially  agree,  as  we  do  also  with  the  statement  which  follows — that 
"  lodges  as  well  as  grand  masters  have  rij^hls  that  cannot  be  interfered  with  or  taken 
away  from  them  by  grand  lodges ;  thinks  the  response  of  the  senior  warden  to  the 
second  question  at  the  opening  of  a  master's  lodge  answers  Bro.  Staton's  inquiry  at 
what  period  of  the  ceremonies  a  candidate  becomes  a  Master  Mason,  but  the  ques- 
tion arises  whether  that  second  question  is  everywhere  the  same  ;  is  not  in  favor  of  a 
general  practice  of  public  installations,  but  thinks  there  are  times  when  they  might 
be  appropriate  and  be  attended  with  the  happiest  results ;  concurs  with  the  grand 
master  of  ISIichigan  that  the  grand  lodge  should  require  that  all  Masonic  funerals 
shall  be  conducted  by  Master  Lodges,  and  that  a  specified  number  of  members  of 
the  commanderies  be  requested  to  act  as  escort,  when  the  brother  is  a  member  of 
that  Order,  and  says  that  there  is  no  burial  service  so  beautiful  and  appropriate  as 
that  of  the  blue  lodge ;  stands  up  for  the  perpetual  jurisdiction  of  lodges  over  re- 
jected material  and  gives  several  reasons  for  his  faith,  but  we  think  he  omits  the 
strongest — that  it  is  rooted  in  the  landmarks ;  regards  the  system  of  paid  up  (life) 
membership  as  wrong  in  principle  and  bad  in  practice,  and  that  seems  just  now  to 
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be  the  general  drift  of  Masonic  opinion ;  pertinently  asks  Bro.  Diehl,  who  says  to 
bury  a  non-affiliate  with  Masonic  honors  "  is  charitable,  but  not  in  accord  with  Utah 
statutes,"  if  charity  is  not  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  of  our  Fraternity,  and  in 
closing,  says : 

In  many  of  the  proceedings  that  came  under  our  review,  there  appear  criticisms  of  the  report 
of  one  of  our  predecessors,  regarding  his  allusions  to  the  Scotish  Rite,  and  to  which  we  have  stud- 
iously avoided  making  any  reference  for  several  reasons ;  first  from  a  sense  of  delicacy,  and  second- 
ly, because  we  desire  not  to  be  drawn  into  the  discussion  of  matters  which  in  our  opinion  should  have 
no  place  either  in  the  transaction  or  Reports  of  Correspondence  of  bodies  of  Symbolic  Masonry.  We 
deem  it  necessary  to  make  this  explanation  for  the  absence  of  allusions  to  matters  referring  to  our 
jurisdiction. 

His  first  reason  is  one  with  which  no  one  can  find  fault,  and  we  fully  agree  with 
him  in  the  opinion  that  certain  naatters  should  have  no  place  in  the  transactions  or 
correspondence  reports  of  grand  lodges ;  but  unless  the  bodies  alluded  to  refrain  from 
putting  forward  claims  inconsistent  with  the  acknowledged  exclusive  right  of  grand 
lodges  to  control  Masonry,  and  a  fortiori  unless  they  cease  dragging  their  quarrels 
into  grand  lodges,  they  not  only  will  be,  but  they  ought  to  be  discussed  in  these  re- 
ports with  increasing  vigor. 

A  special  communication  of  the  grand  lodge  was  held  Aug.  26,  to  bury  the  late 
Bro.  James  D.  Mason,  past  grand  treasurer.  Deputy  Grand  Master  McCahan  per- 
forming the  ceremonies. 

Another  special  communication  was  held  Oct.  14,  with  the  deputy  grand  master 
in  the  chair,  to  formally  welcome  Grand  Master  Shryock  who  had  just  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Europe.  An  address  of  welcome  by  the  deputy  grand  master  was  elo- 
quently responded  to  by  the  grand  master.  He  was  accorded  several  brilliant  re- 
ceptions while  in  England,  and  the  glamour  of  it  all  had  evidently  not  lost  its  influ- 
ence when  he  reported  meeting  the  grand  master,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of  whom  he 
says: 

He  has  not  been  a  mere  figurehead,  but  an  earnest,  indefatigable  worker  in  the  quarries,  and 
so  great  has  been  his  industry  and  zeal  that  Freemasonry  has  grown  from  eight  hundred  lodges  when 
he  took  the  Grand  Master's  Chair  to  two  thousand  and  four  hundred  lodges  at  the  present  time. 
Moreover,  he  has  so  endeared  himself  to  the  brethren  that  it  is  firmly  believed  he  will  owe  his  crown 
and  sceptre  to  Masonic  support,  for  I  verily  believe  England  would  become  a  republic  upon  the 
death  of  the  reigning  sovereign  if  it  were  not  for  the  loyal  love  and  fraternal  regard  for  the  Prince  ot 
Wales  entertained  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  English  Masons. 

The  annual  communication  was  held  Nov.  15.  The  representative  of  Illinois 
was  among  \!a.^  fifty -four  grand  representatives  present. 

Of  the  Jubilee  volume,  the  grand  master  says : 

Already  there  is  a  great  demand  for  the  volume,  and,  in  anticipation  of  this,  I  directed  a  much 
larger  edition  to  be  printed  than  usual,  and  incurred  the  additional  expense  of  a  substantial  binding, 
so  as  to  make  it  a  lasting  memorial  of  our  Grand  Jubilee.  I  also  caused  a  larger  number  of  copies 
than  usual  to  be  sent  to  all  the  Grand  Lodges  with  whom  we  are  in  correspondence,  as  also,  a  copy  to 
each  of  the  brethren  who  responded  either  in  person  or  by  letter  to  our  invitation  to  be  present.  The 
subordinate  lodges  at  horns  have  also  been  liberally  supplied,  as  well  as  libraries  and  other  institu- 
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tions,  to  the  end  that  the  book  may  be  thorougly  distributed  among  appreciative  readers.  It  is  fit- 
ting that  some  action  be  taken  in  acknowledgement  of  the  kindly  interest  manifested  by  the  visiting 
brelhren  iu  our  rejoicing,  as  well  as  by  the  subscribers  to  the  hospitality  fund. 

The  following  relative  to  his  English  visit  is  of  general  interest : 

Upon  visiting  England  during  the  summer  months,  as  your  representative,  I  was  shown  many 
Masonic  courtesies.  On  September  21st,  I  received  a  special  invitation,  tendering  me  a  reception 
at  the  Anglo-American  Lodge  in  London  ;  the  Master  of  this  lodge  is  Brother  Brackstone  Baker, 
the  representative  ot  this  Grand  Lodge  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  I  was  accompanied  to 
this  reception  by  Brother  John  B.  Kurtz,  P.  M.,  of  Concordia  Lodge,  Brother  Chas.  Koppleman 
and  Brother  Jas.  Smyzer.  We  were  handsomely  received  and  entertained  by  the  lodge  and  breth- 
ren present.  This  lodge  was  formed  some  time  since  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  Masonic  home  to 
American  Brethren,  who  might  be  sojourning  in  London,  and  met  with  the  greatest  success  from 
the  moment  of  its  formation.  The  American  brethren  are  greeted  with  a  cordial  and  fraternal  wel- 
come. 

He  says  the  General  Masonic  Relief  Association  of  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada, to  the  support  of  which  his  grand  lodge  subscribes,  has  already  been  of  incalcu- 
lable benefit  to  the  Craft,  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  Tramp  Nuisance.  This  organization 
is  akin  to  the  charity  organizations  now  maintained  in  many  of  the  cities  of  the  coun- 
try, which  seek  to  put  all  existing  relief  agencies  in  communication  with  each  other 
through  the  central  bureau  which  they  themselves  constitute,  whereby  the  unworthy 
are  black-listed,  the  deserving  helped  to  help  themselves,  and  charities  prevented 
from  wasteful  overlapping. 

The  grand  master  recommended  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  to  permit 
dual  membership,  promising  to  give  his  reasons  therefor  at  some  future  time. 

The  deputy  grand  master  decided  while  in  charge  of  the  Craft,  during  the  grand 
master's  absence  from  the  jurisdiction,  that  "  a  resident  of  this  jurisdiction  who  re- 
ceived the  degrees  of  Masonry  in  another  jurisdiction  [Scotland]  during  a  temporary 
residence  there,  is  debarred  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion, until  the  disability  is  removed  by  the  grand  lodge."  This  was  approved  by  the 
grand  lodge  as  being  in  accordance  with  Masonic  usage  in  Maryland.  He  also  re- 
ports the  following,  whence  we  infer  that  according  to  Masonic  usage  in  Maryland 
a  lodge  cannot  even  bury  its  dead  without  permission  from  the  grand  master : 

By  the  public  advertisement  of  the  same  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of  two  lodges  attending 
funerals  of  deceased  brethren  without  authority  first  being  obtained.  No  idea  is  entertained  of  in- 
tention to  act  in  error,  and  the  matter  is  mentioned  to  direct  attention  to  necessary  requirements  on 
such  occasions. 

Such  usage  strikes  us  as  being  anything  but  Masonic. 

The  report  of  the  Lodge  of  Relief  shows  that  of  the  thirty-three  persons  receiv- 
ing aid,  one  was  from  Illinois.  Thirty  dollars  was  appropriated  to  the  organization 
to  meet  the  expense  of  warning  circulars. 

The  following  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  hereby  recommends  to  the  subordinate  lodges  of 
this  Jurisdiction,  that  they  arrange  an  interchange  of  social  and  fraternal  courtesies  between  con- 
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tiguous  lodges,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  at  least  once  a  year  to  the  end  that  the  welfare  of  the 
Craft  may  be  promoted,  and  the  social  features  of  Masonry  may  be  exemplified. 

Thomas  J.  Shryock  and  J.  H.  Medairy,  both  of  Baltimore,  were  respectively 
re-elected  grand  master  and  grand  secretary. 


MARYLAND,  1888. 

The  semi-annual  communication  was  held  May  8.  The  representative  of  Illi- 
nois not  present. 

Grand  Master  Shryock  says  that  at  no  time  since  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
grand  lodge  has  there  been  such  universal  prosperity  aud  enthusiasm  amongst  the 
lodges  throughout  the  State.  With  a  single  exception  the  lodges  were  all  working 
in  compliance  with  the  laws  of  the  grand  lodge.  This  exception  was  a  flagrant  one. 
At  the  annual  communication  the  grand  master  reported  that  Friendship  Lodge,  No. 
84,  had  sent  out  begging  circulars  throughout  the  country  in  aid  of  a  Masonic  Fair 
held,  by  his  permission,  for  the  benefit  of  the  building  fund  of  the  lodge,  in  the  fece 
of  his  positive  order  that  no  subscriptions  should  be  solicited  outside  the  grand  juris- 
diction. By  his  order  these  circulars  were  recalled.  It  now  appears  that  in  defiance 
of  the  grand  master's  prohibition  tlie  lodge  conducted  a  grand  lottery  scheme  in  con- 
nection with  their  fair,  and  collected  from  lodges  throughout  the  United  States  some 
$2,000.     The  grand  master  arrested  the  charter,  and — 

The  committee,  appointed  by  the  lodge  to  conduct  the  fair  in  connection  with  which  this  lot- 
tery scheme  was  carried  out,  were  summoned  by  the  grand  master  to  make  a  full  and  accurate  re- 
port of  all  moneys  received  and  expended,  and  forward  the  balance  to  the  R.  W.  grand  secretary. 
This  summons  has  not  been  complied  with  ;  the  returns  of  the  lottery  only  having  been  forwarded, 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  fair,  it  is  alleged,  being  still  in  the  hands  of  the  ladies  who  conducted  the 
enterprise,  are  beyond  the  control  of  the  committee  and  the  lodge. 

The  case  was  sent  to  the  committee  on  grievance  who  formulated  charges  and 
specifications  against  the  lodge,  which  were  accepted  by  the  grand  lodge,  and,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  Bro.  Schultz  endeavored  to  have  the  case  tried  before  a  com- 
mittee of  seven  past  masters,  it  was  sent  to  the  committee  of  grievance,  and  in  defi- 
ance of  every  principle  of  Masonic  as  well  as  civil  law,  the  accusers  will  constitute 
the  jury ! 

The  Lodge  of  Relief  reported  the  adoption  of  a  telegraphic  code  to  be  used  be- 
tween grand  lodges  and  boards  of  relief  of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  It  was 
prepared  by  Bro.  Wm.  Delamator,  secretary  of  the  New  York  board,  printed  and 
distributed,  and  is  working  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  those  interested. 
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A  committee  appointed  by  the  grand  master  for  that  purpose  recommended  the 
hospital  of  the  Baltimore  University  and  School  of  Medicine  as  a  suitable  place  for  a 
bed  for  the  indigent  sick  coming  under  the  care  of  the  Lodge  of  Relief.  The  com- 
mittee say  : 

The  agreement  with  said  hospital  Iieing  as  follows  :  That  a  private  ward  be  set  apart  for  the 
use  of  Masonic  patients,  and  that  medical  attendance,  medicine,  nursing  and  board  will  be  provided 
at  the  rate  of  §3.25  per  week,  per  patient,  when  said  room  is  occupied  by  Masonic  patients.  There 
being  no  charge  when  the  ward  is  not  in  actual  use  by  the  Lodge  of  Relief. 

Surely  in  no  other  way  could  money  expended  in  aid  of  the  indigent  sick  be 
made  to  go  half  as  far  as  in  this  way. 

A  committee  appointed  at  the  last  preceding  communication  to  suggest  a  plan  to 
"  reduce  the  labor  and  shorten  the  time  occupied  in  the  election  of  grand  officers," 
advised,  and  the  grand  lodge  adopted  the  following  : 

Resolved,  The  second  day's  session  of  the  annual  communication  shall  be  called  at  5  o'clock 
p.  M.,  when  the  reports  of  committees  shall  be  made  and  such  other  business  transacted  as  may  be 
presented  for  consideration.  A  collation  shall  be  served  at  6J^  to  7  o'clock,  immediately  after  which 
the  annual  election  for  grand  officers  shall  be  held. 

Resolved,  Six  or  more  collectors  shall  be  appointed  to  collect  the  ballots,  during  the  collec- 
tion and  counting  of  which  every  brother  shall  remain  in  his  seat  until  the  result  of  the  ballot  is  an- 
nounced. 

While  it  is  not  apparent  how  this  is  either  to  reduce  the  labor  or  shorten  the 
time,  it  will  not  only  fortify  the  brethren,  but  put  them  in  good  humor  for  the 
"  scrimmage." 

If  the  grand  lodge  wants  to  save  the  time  occupied  in  the  election,  we  can  sug- 
gest with  a  confidence  born  of  long  experience,  the  plan  pursued  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Illinois.  The  collecting  tellers — usually  ten  or  a  dozen  in  our  large  body — collect 
the  ballots  and  turn  them  over  to  the  counting  tellers — six  or  seven  in  number — who 
are  seated  at  a  table  on  the  platform  in  full  view  of  the  grand  lodge,  and  there  assort 
and  count  the  votes.  During  the  count  the  business  of  the  grand  lodge  goes  on  as 
usual,  the  only  time  lost  being  that  occupied  in  colleditig  the  votes,  and  in  declaring 
the  result.  This  plan  has  been  in  vogue  for  many  years  and  is  vastly  economical  of 
time ;  and  time  is  money  where  a  grand  lodge  pays  per  diem  to  its  members. 

Referring  to  the  grand  master's  European  trip,  and  to  a  subsequent  visit  to  New 
York  where  he  and  his  companions.  Past  Grand  Master  Carter  and  others,  were 
banqueted  at  the  Lotos  Club  by  Grand  Master  Lawrence,  and  otherwise  royally  en- 
tertained, the  committee  on  grand  master's  address  catch  some  of  the  reflected  en- 
thusiasm, and  break  into  song,  prefacing  a  poetical  description  of  the  "  mild-eyed, 
melancholy  Lotos- Eaters,"  with  the  following  : 

No  pent  up  Utica  contracts  his  powers.  He  cares  neither  for  the  Hudson  nor  the  Atlantic, 
but  dips  the  colors  of  Maryland  to  salute  the  triple  plume  of  a  Prince's  crest  and  worships  Gaul- 
brines  in  Berlin  or  the  Lotos  flower  of  Manhattan. 

Here  in  the  West,  the  orthography  of  the  Berlin  shrine  is  G  a-m-b-r-i-n-u-s. 
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The  grand  master's  proposed  amendment  designed  to  secure  the  privilege  of 
dual  membership,  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  report  next  November. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  155)  is  again  by  Bro.  E.  T.  Schultz,  and 
like  its  predecessor  is  an  able  production  and  full  of  interest. 

He  devotes  seven  pages  to  Illinois,  transferring  to  his  pages  the  memorial  of 
Bro.  GuRNEY,  prepared  by  the  special  committee,  and  quoting  from  Grand  Master 
Darrah's  address,  from  Bro.  Hooper's  oration,  and  from  Bro.  Browning's  report 
on  correspondence. 

He  copies  to  commend  the  grand  master's  remarks  on  mixed  funerals,  and  con- 
firmatory of  the  position  there  taken  that  a  Masonic  procession  should  be  tiled  and 
guarded  as  much  as  a  lodge  at  labor,  he  states  that  in  several  old  programmes  for 
processions  in  that  jurisdiction  in  his  possession,  it  is  expressly  stated  that  "  no  brother 
is  permitted  to  join  to  or  leave  the  procession  when  formed;"  the  brethren  are  also 
enjoined  not  to  speak  above  a  whisper  when  in  procession. 

He  fully  concurs  in  the  remarks  of  Bro.  Browning  in  support  of  the  doctrine  of 
perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  material. 

He  thus  refers  to  the  last  estate  of  the  Hiram  Lodge  business : 

Since  which  Hiram  Lodge  claims  to  be  working  under  its  old  charter  received  from  Thomas 
Oxnard,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts  in  1750,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  this  char- 
ter was  surrendered  at  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  in  1789  (the  lodge  being 
permitted  to  retain  the  charter  as  a  memento  of  the  past),  and  is  therefore  of  no  legal  value  what- 
ever. 

What  will  be  the  upshot  of  all  this,  time  alone  will  disclose.  There  can  we  think  be  no  ques- 
tion that  Hiram  Lodge  is  altogether  in  the  wrong,  but  right  or  wrong,  the  power  and  authority  of 
the  grand  lodge  must  be  sustained.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  better  counsels  will  prevail 
among  the  membership,  and  that  the  next  annual  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut 
will  announce  the  restoration  of  this  lodge  and  its  members  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Fraternity. 

He  thus  corrects  a  statement  made  by  Past  Grand  Master  Carter  relative  to 
Frederick  Lodge,  which  we  quoted  in  our  notice  of  the  District  of  Columbia  : 

It  was  the  fourteenth  (not  thirteenth)  lodge  chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland,  and 
according  to  the  date  of  the  charter  should  be  ranked  No.  14,  but  an  old  lodge  at  Joppa,  Harford 
County,  chartered  by  Lord  Blaney,  grand  master  of  England  in  1765,  and  subsequently  reorganized 
in  1782  as  Lodge  No.  35,  under  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  came  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  Maryland  (in  1794)  when  by  a  resolution  of  the  grand  lodge  "  it  was  ordered  that  this 
lodge  have  right  and  precedence  of  Federal  Lodge,"  and  it  was  accordingly  known  as  Belle  Air 
Lodge,  No.  14.    It  is  still  existing  as  Mount  Ararat,  No.  44,  at  Belle  Air. 

Of  Bro.  Singleton's  (D.  C.)  defence  of  his  grand  lodge  for  having  recognized 
the  so-called  grand  lodges  in  Mexico,  he  says  : 

We  should  like  to  quote  from  his  able  and  interesting  paper,  but  having  given  so  much  space 
to  this  jurisdiction  we  must  forbear.  We  will  say,  however,  that  we  fully  agree  with  him,  that  the 
fact  that  the  lodges  forming  the  grand  lodges  in  Mexico  were  organized  under  the  Scottish  Rite  is 
no  bar  to  their  recognition,  as  some  writers   appear  to  think;  for   the  grand   lodges  of  Portugal, 
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Spain,  Brazil  and  Cuba,  as  well  as  some  others  with  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  is  in  fra- 
ternal correspondence,  were  all  organized  under  the  auspices  of  supreme  councils  or  grand  orients 
working  the  Scottish  Rite  system.  The  only  question  we  should  ask,  have  the  grand  lodges  seek- 
ing recognition  the  supreme  authority  and  control  of  the  three  symbolic  degrees  within  their  terri- 
torial limits,  and  are  they  at  peace  one  with  the  other?  When  these  requirements  are  satisfactorily 
assured  to  our  mind,  we  shall  cheerfully  recommend  their  recognition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mary- 
land. 

It  does  not  seem  so  conclusive  to  us  as  it  does  to  him  that  the  "  grand  lodges  " 
of  Portugal,  Spain,  Brazil  and  Cuba  are  legitimate  governing  bodies  in  Masonry  be- 
cause they  have  been  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland.  On  the  con- 
trary we  are  instinctively  reminded  of  Byron's  lines  upon  the  effect  upon  the  river 
Rhine  of  its  contact  with  the  city  of  Cologne : 

"  The  river  Rhine,  it  is  well  known, 
Doth  wash  the  city  of  Cologne ; 
But  O  !  ye  gods,  what  power  divine, 
Henceforth  shall  wash  the  river  Rhine?" 

Commenting  upon  the  remarks  of  Bro.  Brown,  of  Kansas,  on  the  convention  at 
Chicago,  he  says : 

We  should  have  no  objection,  to  the  holding  of  a  Mason  Congress,  if  there  was  any  probabil- 
ity of  its  reaching  an  agreement  as  to  what  are  the  regulations  governing  the  fraternity,  so  that  Free- 
masonry might  become,  what  is  not  to-day,  universal  in  its  character  and  teachings  and  governed 
by  the  same  uniform  principles  and  regulations.  As  it  is  now,  we  see  the  most  divirgent  legislation 
in  jurisdictions  separated  only  by  an  imaginary  line  or  river,  and  on  points  of  vital  importance. 

It  is  not  possible  to  hold  an  Assembly  of  the  entire  Craft  as  it  was  in  the  early  times,  in  which 
manner  only  could  new  regulations  be  made  or  the  old  ones  changed,  but  we  would  favor  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  or  more  well  posted  and  discreet  brethren  of  each  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction  in  the 
world,  to  represent  the  Craft  thereof,  to  assemble  in  a  Congress  or  convention,  if  it  would  discard 
all  modern  constitutions,  and  take  the  ancient  charges  and  the  regulation  of  1721,  as  a  basis,  formu- 
late therefrom  General  Regulations  to  be  observed  throughout  all  time,  by  Masons  wheresoever  dis- 
persed— these  regulations  to  be  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  unalterable. 

By  this  means,  it  appears  to  your  committee,  practical  benefit  to  the  fraternity  might  be  ac- 
complished, but  we  are  unable  to  see  what  possible  advantage  can  accrue  from  the  holding  of  self- 
constituted  congresses  such  as  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June,  last;  however  distinguished  and  able 
the  brethren  composing  them  may  be,  for  their  conclusions  would  be  binding  on  no  one. 

The  last  line  of  the  above  applies  equally  to  such  a  gathering  as  he  suggests. 
Besides,  there  occurs  to  us  no  reason  why  when  he  has  got  his  new  statement  of  un- 
alterable law,  departures  from  it  would  be  less  likely  to  occur  than  from  the  old  law. 
No,  Bro.  ScHULTZ,  what  we  need  is  not  a  restatement,  but  a  closer  adherence  to  the 
old — to  the  Charges  of  a  Freemason  which  stand  as  the  unalterable  law  to-day.  We 
have  less  faith  in  the  results  of  the  deliberations  of  any  representative  body  to  secure 
this  end  than  we  have  in  the  work  of  writers  on  correspondence.  It  seems  to  us, 
notwithstanding  the  many  glaring  departures  from  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Ancient 
Law,  that  we  can  see  a  decided  tendency  to  get  nearer  to  the  old  ways  and  that  it 
has  gained  increasing  strength  within  the  period  covering  our  experience  as  a  re- 
viewer.    Hammer  away,  Bro.  Schultz,  hammer  away. 
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Bro.  ScHULTZ  can  see  the  necessity  for  a  regulation  excluding  past  masters  from 
membership  in  grand  lodge  in  large  and  populous  jurisdictions,  but  in  small  and  new 
ones  thinks  it  desirable  to  include  them ;  repeats  that  with  the  question  of  extending 
charity  to  a  non-affiliate,  or  burying  him  with  Masonic  honors,  the  grand  lodge  can- 
not properly  interfere ;  traces  the  double  misinformation  that  Benedict  Arnold 
was  not  a  Mason,  and  that  all  the  other  generals  of  the  Revolution  were,  as  far  back 
as  1848,  when  Grand  Master  B.  B.  French  (D.  C.)  made  the  statement  in  an  ad- 
dress delivered  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  Washington  National  Monu- 
ment, on  July  4th,  of  that  year ;  agrees  with  the  Colorado  committee  who,  referring 
to  the  grand  master's  opinion  that  lodges  should  require  of  all  visiting  brothers  either 
a  receipt  for  dues  or  a  certificate  of  membership,  under  seal,  held  "  that  no  rule  can 
justly  apply  to  all  cases,  and  that  the  masters  of  lodges  should  satisfy  themselves  in 
their  own  way;"  does  not  favor  the  farming  out  of  reports  on  correspondence  to  sev- 
eral writers ;  sees  a  good  reason  why  an  installed  officer  should  not  be  permitted  to 
resign  and  dimit  the  same  as  any  other  member,  in  the  fact  that  he  has  taken  an  ob- 
ligation to  perform  certain  duties  for  a  specified  term  which  a  private  member  has 
not ;  supplements  the  remark  of  Bro.  Parvin  that  the  Maryland  practice  of  having 
the  deputy  open  the  grand  lodge  is  something  new  under  the  sun  in  grand  lodges, 
although  as  old  as  grand  commanderies,  in  which  this  custom  is  observed,  by  saying 
that  a  similar  custom  has  been  observed  by  Maryland  Commandery  of  Templars  to 
his  knowledge  for  over  twenty-five  years,  and  we  desire  to  supplement  this  by  the 
remark  that  if  he  will  look  closely  he  may  discover  other  changes  that  have  crept 
into  Masonic  customs  irom  these  parasitic  bodies ;  says  that  "  certain  inherent  rights 
and  powers  are  recognized  as  existing  in  grand  masters  (not  conferred)  by  the  old 
regulations ;  the  nature  and  polity  of  the  institution  require  them,  and  the  traditions, 
customs  and  usages  of  the  Fraternity  sanctions  them,"  to  all  of  which  we  subscribe; 
advises  Bro.  ViNCiL  and  others  who  entertain  "  advanced  views  "  on  the  propriety 
of  legislating  on  the  liquor  question,  to  take  heed  that  in  their  desire  to  "  kill  the 
evil,"  they  do  not  entirely  destroy  the  institution  of  Freemasonry;  denies  the  correct- 
ness of  the  Ohio  ruling  that  a  lodge  has  no  right  to  instruct  its  master  how  to  vote  on 
certain  questions  in  grand  lodge ;  regards  regulations  declaring  ineligible  for  office 
or  prohibiting  from  voting  brethren  who  are  in  arrears  for  dues,  as  clearly  at  variance 
with  the  principles  of  governing  Masonry,  in  which  he  is  in  accord  with  the  decisions 
of  our  grand  lodge  ;  thinks  it  is  the  duty  of  a  brother  to  stop  a  candidate  at  the  request 
of  another;  and  says  there  is  no  question  involving  the  Iwdv  of  Masonry,  in  the  con- 
troversy existing  between  the  grand  lodges  of  Quebec  and  England,  and  hence 
thinks  that  other  grand  lodges  can  do  no  more  in  the  matter  than  express  the  opinion 
that  England  is  in  error,  etc.  Opinions  need  not  stop  just  there.  The  Grand  Lodge 
of  Illinois  has  expressed  the  opinion,  based  on  information  received  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec,  which  she  and  Maryland  have  recognized  as  the  legitimate  source 
of  Masonic  authoiity  in  that  Province,  that  certain  lodges  existing  there  are  clandes- 
tine and  unlawful,  and  requires  the  lodges  and  Masons  of  her  obedience  to  respect 
that  opinion. 
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MASSACHUSETTS,  1887. 

At  the  quarterly  communication,  held  Sept.  14,  memorials  were  presented  of 
Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  dead  at  eighty-eight,  who  filled 
a  large  place  in  the  public  eye  for  over  half  a  century,  and  of  Past  Junior  Grand 
Warden  Isaac  Hull  Wright,  who  had  nearly  attained  the  age  of  seventy-three. 
Apart  from  these  memorials  the  only  matter  of  general  interest  before  the  grand 
lodge  was  the  territorial  limits  of  Boston  lodges,  complicated  by  numerous  annexations 
of  adjacent  towns  and  cities.  It  was  announced  that  a  committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  report  at  the  December  communication,  but  we  find  no  record  of  their 
action  in  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting. 

The  volume  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  communication  held  Dec. 
14,  is  adorned  with  an  excellent  likeness,  on  steel,  of  Past  Grand  Master  Charles 
C.  Dame,  engraved  by  Ritchie. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Henry  Endicott)  is  in  the  elevated  tone 
which  characterizes  all  state  papers  emanating  from  that  grand  East.  He  refers  to  a 
banquet  and  reception  given  in  honor  of  the  Hon.  Bonum  Nye,  of  North  Brookfield, 
on  the  26th  of  October  last,  by  the  lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member,  that  date  marking 
the  completion  of  his  ninety- second  year,  and  the  seventy-first  year  of  his  Masonic 
relation. 

The  grand  master  thus  refers  to  Past  Grand  Master  Gardner,  whose  illness 
forbade  his  presence : 

Brethren,  among  the  many  friends  whom  I  am  glad  to  greet  here  to-day  I  look  in  vain  for  the 
face  of  one,  dear  to  us  all,  who  never  failed  us  when  it  was  possible  for  him  to  be  here.  My  thoughts 
turn  in  affectionate  remembrance  to  our  dear  friend  William  Sewall  Gardner.  Thirty-three  years  ago, 
on  the  thirteenth  of  this  month,  he  became  a  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge ;  and  of  his  loyalty  to  its 
principles,  his  devotion  to  its  welfare,  his  affection  for  its  members,  let  his  noble  record  of  services 
testify.  One  year  ago  this  month  he  came  here  and  witnessed  the  installation  of  officers,  although 
he  was  unable  to  remain  and  celebrate  with  us  the  Feast  of  St.  John,  but  he  has  not  entered  the 
Grand  Lodge  since.  His  place  cannot  be  filled,  but  let  us  remember  to-day  the  high  standard  of 
Masonry  which  he  ever  set  before  us.  With  such  examples  of  Masonic  virtue  as  we  have  had  in  our 
very  midst,  it  cannot  be  that  we  shall  ever  prove  faithless  to  our  trust. 

The  death-roll  for  the  year  includes  the  name  of  the  junior  past  grand  master, 
Abraham  H.  IIowland,  Jr.,  and  several  other  distinguished  brethren.  Among 
the  special  dispensations  issued  were  several  to  authorize  lodges  to  bury  deceased 
members,  so  that  in  Massachusetts  also  special  permission  must  be  obtained  before  a 
lodge  can  engage  in  this  very  decidedly  Masonic  work. 

One  charter  was  granted ;  five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  out  of  the  sur- 
plus receipts  of  the  year  to  "The  Masonic  Education  and  Charity  Trust;"  five  hun- 
dred dollars  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  on  charity ;  and  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons  recognition  was  denied  to  certain  bodies  in  Mexico,  claiming  to  be  grand 
lodges : 

8t 
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In  the  Federal  District  of  Mexico  there  are  two  Grand  Lodges  each  claiming  to  be  the  legiti- 
mate Grand  Lodge.  Until  these  differences  are  settled  and  we  are  informed  in  the  constitntional 
manner,  by  proper  authority,  as  to  the  status  of  all  organizations  claiming  to  be  Masonic  Lodges  in 
the  States  and  Territories  of  Mexico,  respectively;  and  until  we  learn  which  and  how  many  of  these 
united  in  forming  the  respective  Grand  Lodges,  and  that  these  Grand  Lodges  hold  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  the  symbolic  lodges  in  their  respective  States  and  Territories, — until  these  facts  are 
fully  and  clearly  established,  it  would  not  be  in  harmony  with  the  usage  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts to  grant  the  petition  for  recognition  as  presented  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Federal  Dis- 
trict of  Mexico. 

An  excellent  memorial  tribute  was  presented,  to  Charles  Wingate  Moody, 
past  senior  grand  warden,  dead  before  completing  his  fiftieth  year. 

Henry  Endicott  and  Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  both  of  Cambridge,  were  re- 
elected grand  master  and  grand  secretary  respectively.  The  address  of  both  is  Ma- 
sonic Temple,  Boston. 

The  stated  communication  for  the  installation  of  the  grand  officers  and  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Feast  of  St.  John,  was' held  Dec.  27.  Past  Grand  Master  William 
Parkman  was  the  installing  officer.  There  is  nothing  between  the  lines  to  indicate 
that  he  smiled  as  he  delivered  the  following  : 

Finally,  I  induct  you  into  the  Chair  of  your  office,  once  filled  by  our  first  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Master,  Solomon,  King  of  Israel,  and  may  a  due  portion  of  that  wisdom  which  governed  him 
descend,  rest  upon,  and  abide  with  you  in  all  things. 

There  is  as  usual  no  report  on  correspondence,  nor  are  the  proceedings  of  other 
grand  lodges  acknowledged  in  detail,  but  we  presume  those  of  Illinois  are  included 
in  those  "  of  the  fifty-four  grand  lodges  of  North  America,"  duly  received  and  de- 
posited in  the  library. 

The  record  of  the  grand  feast  opens  thus  : 

One  hundred  and  forty  brethren — a  large  number  considering  the  unpropitious  state  of  the 
weather — sat  down  at  the  heavily  loaded  tables,  and,  after  the  usual  grace,  entered  with  enthusiasm 
into  the  discussion  ot  the  various  subjects  before  them. 

After  the  feast  had  been  disposed  of,  the  Grand  Master  called  the  brethren  to  order  and  said  : 

Brethren  the  changing  year  brings  the  completion  of  its  hill  circle,  and  also  the  festival  day 
which  we  have  celebrated  again  and  again  in  this  place.  As  I  rise  to  call  your  attention  to  that  part 
of  our  Feast  which  comes  latest  and  proves  the  best,  I  realize  how  much  this  day  really  means  to  us. 
and  how  reluctantly  we  could  spare  it  from  our  lives.  What  associations  are  entwined  with  it : 
memories  of  the  past,  mingling  with  thoughts  of  the  present.  We  can  almost  hear  the  well  remem- 
bered voices  of  those  who  always  brought  to  this  occasion  their  truest  thought,  their  wisest  coimsel, 
their  tenderest  word  of  friendship. 

As  I  look  around  upon  the  Order  of  Masonry  among  men  to-day,  I  realize  that  never  more 
than  now  ought  we  to  be  thankful  for  the  good  it  has  done,  and  for  the  good  it  can  do.  It  is  fitting 
that  we  come  together,  as  has  been  our  custom,  and  mark  the  day  and  fill  it  to  the  brim  with  loving 
fellowship  and  with  honest  enjoyment.  Let  us  first  remember  to-night  the  two  lives  that  left  their 
impress  not  only  on  the  day  in  which  they  lived,  but  upon  centuries  after. 

The  four  regulation  toasts  were  drank,  standing,  in  quick  succession  and  the 
brethren  resumed  their  .seats.  As  usual  eloquent  speeches  followed,  by  well-known 
brethren.  Past  Grand   Master  BuRNHAM,  of  Maine,  being  the  only  speaker  from 
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abroad.  The  following,  from  the  remarks  of  Bro.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  has 
a  melancholy  interest  because  the  distinguished  and  beloved  brother  who  was  the 
subject  of  them  has  since  gone  over  to  the  majority  : 

But  to-night  there  is  one  chair  vacant  which  I  have  been  accustomed  to  see  filled.  There  is 
one  manly  and  slalwart  form  missing  which  I  have  been  accustomed  to  see  here.  I  allude  to  our 
illustrious  Bro.  Gardner,- — Judge  Gardner, — formerly  our  Grand  Master,  now  at  home  stricken  by  a 
sickness,  the  end  of  which  is  much  dreaded  by  his  friends.  I  remember  the  bold,  manly  and  valu- 
able services  which  he  rendered  to  the  Order  when  he  was  at  its  head.  I  remember  his  devotion  at 
all  times,  before  and  since  ;  and  I  wish  this  Grand  Lodge  here  assembled,  might  send  to  him  an  ex- 
pression of  our  sorrow  and  regret  that  he  should  be  suffering  from  an  illness  so  severe,  and  our  hope 
of  a  speedy  recovery. 

We  quote  the  following  from  the  witty  speech  of  the  deputy  grand  master, 
Samuel  Wells,  premising  that  in  Massachusetts  the  deputy  is  the  appointee  of  the 
grand  master,  and  that  Grand  Master  Endicott  is  a  descendant  of  Governor  Endi- 
COTT,  of  the  good  old  colony  days : 

I  have  learned,  in  attending  various  Masonic  meetings,  that  it  is  a  custom  of  certain  brethren, 
who  have  acquired  the  art  of  after-dinner  speaking,  to  read  up  in  history,  or  general  literature,  or  in 
travels  or  philosophy,  in  order  to  obtain  certain  facts  which  they  may  introduce  in  an  artless  way  in 
the  course  of  their  remarks.  When  you  did  me  the  honor,  Most  Worshipful,  to  intimate  that  you 
designed  to  confer  upon  me  the  position  with  which  you  have  honored  me,  I  thought  that  you  might 
be  intending  to  induct  me  also  into  the  role  of  an  after-dinner  speaker.  So  I  began  to  read  up  at 
once.  In  the  course  of  my  reading  I  fell  upon  some  facts  relating  to  the  ancient  history  of  your  family. 
I  will  not  tell  them  all,  but  one  of  them  interested  me,  and  perhaps  it  may  amuse  you.  About  two 
hundred  and  sixty  years  ago  one  of  your  ancestors  formed  an  expedition  to  go  into  Connecticut  for  the 
purpose  of  making  war  upon  the  Pequot  tribe  of  Indians,  but  more  especially  for  the  purpose  of 
capturing  one  of  the  grand  sachems  named  Sassa-cus.  After  perambulating  a  great  deal  in  Con- 
necticut he  found  it  very  difficult  to  catch  Sassa-cus,  and  he  called  in  some  of  the  Narragansett  tribe. 
Through  them  they  succeeded  in  getting  a  parley  with  this  wild  sachem.  The  meeting  took  place 
upon  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  so  as  to  observe  the  approach  of  cowans  and  eavesdroppers.  There  your 
ancestor  endeavored  to  persuade  Sassa-cus  to  surrender,  but  without  success.  Finally,  he  showed 
him  a  musket,  one  of  those  old  flint  locks,  and  looking  about  him  he  shot  a  crow  upon  the  top  of  a 
tree,  in  order  to  impress  the  Indian  with  the  power  of  the  weapon.  Then  he  said,  "  If  I  should  give 
you  part  of  this  wonderful  thunder-and-lightning  machine,  would  you  consent  to  surrender?" — 
"Well,"  said  Sassa-cus,  "  that  would  depend  upon  which  end  I  got." 


MICHIGAN,  1888. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  East  Saginaw,  January  24. 

The  grand  master  (RuFUS  C.  Hathaway)  opens  his  address  with  an  account 
ot  Zion  Lodge,  No.  I,  of  Detroit,  and  its  participation  in  the  organization  of  the 
Michigan  grand  lodges.  The  first  warrant  for  the  lodge  was  issued  April  27,  1764, 
by  George  Harrison,  provincial  grand  master  of  New  York    holding  his  authority 
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from  John  Prolv,  Baron  of  Carysford,  Ireland,  then  the  grand  master  of  England), 
and  it  became  No.  44S  on  the  English  registry.  Just  when  the  lodge  died  is  not 
stated,  but  thirty  years  later  (Sept.  7,  1794,)  a  warrant  was  issued  by  the  Provincial 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  "  holding  authority  by,  and  under  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Edwin,"  to  hold  a  lodge  in  Detroit,  and  this  was  registered  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada  as  Zion  Lodge,  No.  10.  "  Two  years  afterwards,"  he  says,  "  Eng- 
land gave  up  her  claims  to  this  territory  to  the  United  States,  and  withdrew  her 
troops,  and  again  Masonry  seems  to  have  died  here." 

In  1806  (Sept.  3,)  a  charter  was  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York 
(DeWitt  Clinton,  grand  master),  but  the  lodge  did  not  organize  until  July  6,  1807. 
Of  the  closing  of  the  lodge  under  the  Canada  warrant,  he  says : 

June  24,  1807,  the  lodge  under  the  Ca»rt(Ai  warrant  closes  with  this  entry:  "  The  Master 
Mason's  Lodge  was  then  closed,  and  an  Entered  Apprentice  Lodge  opened.  The  Entered  Appren- 
tice Lodge  was  then  closed  as  usual,  in  perfect  love  and  harmony,  and  stands  closed/orever ;  by 
order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  and  Brethren." 

He  says  that  under  the  New  York  charter  the  lodge  was  again  recorded  as  Zion 
Lodge,  No.  I.  Just  how  this  could  be  we  can't  see  unless  by  the  assumption  of  the 
lodge  itself,  as  in  its  first  organization  when  it  stood  as  448  on  the  English  registry, 
but  the  members  "  named  it  Zion  Lodge,  No.  i,  of  Detroit." 

vSept.  12,  1812,  the  lodge  adjourned  until  the  first  Monday  in  September,  1813, 
but  "  on  account  of  the  second  war  it  did  not  meet  for  four  years,  and  thus  the  char- 
ter lapsed." 

The  grand  master  continues : 

April  9,  1816,  Zion  Lodge  held  a  meeting  and  read  a  communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  York,  dated  March  14,  1816,  calling  Zion  Lodge  (late  No.  i)  as  No.  62,  and  renewing  its  char- 
ter of  1806. 

April  15,  the  lodge  met  and  elected  officers,  and  His  Excellency,  Brother  Lewis  Cass,  was 
chosen  Worshipful  Master,  which  honor  he  declined;  and  May  6,  Sylvester  Day  was  elected  Wor- 
shipful Master — this  being  \he/burih  organization  of  Zion  Lodge. 

In  June,  1819,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  renjimbers  its  lodges  according  to  dates  of  their 
original  warrants,  and  Zion  is  changed  to  No.  3  and  continues  so  till  xhejirst  Grand  Lodge  of  Mich- 
igan is  organized  in  1826 — when  she  is  again  called  No.  i — all  of  which,  with  the  Masonic  history  of  , 
New  York,  shows  her  to  be  the  oldest  lodge  west  of  the  Hudson  River. 

In  August,  1825,  Zion  Lodge  instituted  the  movement  for  a  grand  lodge  in  the  Territory  of  > 
Michigan,  and  with  Detroit,  No.  337,  issued  a  call  for  a  Masonic  convention,  which  met  June  ^4, 
1826,  representatives  being  present  from  Zion,  No.  3,  Detroit,  No,  337,  Menominee,  No.  374,  of 
Green  Bay,  and  Monroe,  No.  37s,  all  holding  charters  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York.  Later 
on,  Oakland  Lodge,  No.  343,  joined  the  convention.  June  28,  a  constitution  was  agreed  upon,  and 
July  31,  grand  officers  elected.  General  Lewis  Cass  being  elected  grand  master  and  grand  lodge 
formed  ;  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  in  June,  1827,  the  Grand  Lodge  ot 
Michigan  was  fully  recognized.  April  27, 1827,  the  grand  lodge  was  incorporated  by  the  Territor- 
ial Council  of  Michigan. 

This  first  grand  lodge  organized  four  lodges — Stoney  Creek,  Western  Star,  St.  Cloud  and 
Friendship — and  seems  to  have  ceased  labor  in  1829,  for  about  eleven  years,  when  a  volcano  of  Ma- 
sonic confusion  ensued  for  a  few  years. 
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Michigan  became  a  State  in  1837. 

November  15,  1840,  a  convention  of  Masons  was  held  at  Mt.  Clemens  by  members  of  Eastern 
lodges,  who  were  apparently  ignorant  of  the  former  organization,  for  hearing  of  the  possibility  of 
there  having  bee7i  a  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Territory,  they  appointed  a  committee  of  three  to  look  up 
the  matter  and  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  on  May  5,  1041. 

In  February,  1841,  the  committee  (who  had  now  found  many  of  the  old  members)  met  in  De- 
troit and  held  a  conference  with  the  members  of  the  old  lodges,  the  committee  was  increased  to  six, 
and  it  was  decided  to  "  resume  "  Masonic  labor  in  Michigan. 

Now  trouble  began  in  earnest.  The  only  grand  master.  General  Cass,  being  in  France,  the 
deputy  grand  master  refusing  to  exercise  any  of  the  grand  master's  authority,  and  Zion  Lodge  de- 
terminedly keeping  itself  away  from  this  proposed  %ra.nA.  lodge. 

The  convention  met  at  Mt.  Clemens  according  to  its  terms  of  adjournment  on  May  5,  1841, 
and  resolved  it  could  convene  the  lapsed  grand  lodge  in  a  legal  and  constitutional  manner,  and 
Martin  Davis,  of  Ann  Arbor,  grand  junior  warden,  issued  an  order  convening  grand  lodge  in  De- 
troit on  t\ic  Jlrst  Wednesday  in  June,  1841,  but  on  account  of  ill-health,  he  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting.  Levi  Cook,  of  Detroit  Lodge,  was  elected  grand  master,  but  not  installed,  and  yet  they 
announced  themselves  to  the  world  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  but  they  failed  in  getting  any 
recognition  ;  and  yet  they  persisted  in  this  course  for  over  three  years. 

June  I,  1842,  Leonard  Weed  was  elected  grand  master.  June  7,  1843,  John  MuUett  was 
elected  grand  master.  May  22,  1844,  a  special  meeting  was  held  and  the  different  lodges  recom- 
mended to  apply  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  to  renew  and  legalize  their  charters.  June  10, 
1843,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  granted  a  charter  to  St.  Joe  Valley  Lodge,  at  Niles,  and  regis- 
tered it  No.  93.  June  8,  1844,  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  granted  charters  (free)  to  Zion  Lodge, 
No.  99,  Detroit  Lodge,  No.  100,  and  Oakland  Lodge,  No.  loi.  September  17,  1844,  representatives 
from  the  four  lodges  met  in  Detroit  and  organized  the  present  grand  lodge,  and  elected  John  Mul- 
lett  grand  master ;  and  he  was  subsequently  installed  at  an  Extra  or  Emergent  communication  by 
Past  Grand  Master  Lewis  Cass. 

The  grand  lodge  illegally  formed  in  1841,  was  duly  dissolved  and  all  its  properties  turned  over 
to  the  new  grand  body ,  and  the  necessary  "  healing"  art  was  brought  into  use  by  the  new  authori- 
ties, and  order  and  satisfaction  soon  reigned  where  so  lately  all  had  been  chaos  and  dire  confusion. 

In  1845,  June  4,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan, 
which  was  rapidly  followed  by  the  grand  bodies  over  the  world. 

Of  the  subsequent  proceedings  he  says : 

Since  its  organization  in  September,  1844,  this  grand  lodge  has  had  thirty-five  grand  masters 
(nearly  double  that  of  other  grand  lodges  for  same  number  of  years),  twelve  of  whom  have  gone 
from  their  labors  on  earth  to  give  an  account  of  their  stewardship  to  the  Grand  Master  above. 

Perhaps  it  is  because  these  Irequent  changes  in  the  executive  give  each  grand 
master  but  one  "whack"  at  the  Masonic  code  (which  we  remember  to  have  been 
put  in  what  we  thought  was  a  remarkably  clear  and  direct  form  at  its  last  revision), 
that  he  finds  it  necessary,  after  explaining  that  most  of  the  questions  submitted  for 
decision  involved  no  new  principles,  and  that  he  gives  only  such  as  have  caused  con- 
siderable correspondence — not  seeming  to  be  generally  understood — to  devote 
twenty-one  pages  of  fine  print  to  their  elucidation. 

We  copy  some  that  have  more  than  a  local  application  : 

Question.     Is  it  necessary  when  balloting  for  a  candidate  for  the  tiler  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  No.  Where  is  the  tiler's  place  and  his  duty  there  ?  If  you  have  heard,  then  you 
certainly  know  where  he  must  be,  and  why,     And  if  he  is  where  he  can  vote,  then  he  is  not  "  with- 
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out  the  door;"  as  the  ballot-box  must  be  under  the  watchful  eye  of  the  worshipful  master.  If 
some  other  brother  is  tiling,  and  the  tiler  is  inside,  then  he  votes,  but  some  one  must  be  tiling  out- 
side, and  that  one  does  not  have  a  chance  to  vote. 

There  would  seem  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  tiler  should  be  unnecessarily 
deprived  oi  his  right  to  signify  his  assent  or  dissent  in  his  own  prudent  way  when  a 
candidate  is  proposed  for  admission.  The  subject  presents  no  practical  difficulty 
whatever.  It  has  been  our  invariable  custom  since  the  first  time  we  ever  presided 
over  a  lodge,  when  balloting  for  a  candidate,  after  all  the  brethren  have,  in  regular 
order,  advanced  to  the  ballot-box  and  deposited  their  ballots,  to  direct  the  junior 
deacon  to  relieve  the  tiler,  and  upon  the  entrance  of  the  latter  to  state  whose  appli- 
cation the  lodge  is  balloting  upon,  and  the  nature  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
inquiry  j  whereupon  the  tiler,  being  in  possession  of  precisely  the  same  evidence  as 
the  rest  of  his  brethren,  deposits  his  ballot  intelligently,  and  returns  to  his  station,  the 
whole  proceeding  consuming  not  more  than  one  or  two  minutes. 

Relative  to  physical  qualifications,  he  says  the  grand  master  should  not  dispense 
with  a  necessary  qualification,  but  we  are  left  in  doubt  whether  he  thinks  he  can  do 
so.     The  following  were  both  approved  : 

Question.  Would  I  be  doing  right  to  confer  the  degrees  upon  a  candidate  whose  left  hand  is 
minus  the  thumb  and  first  two  fingers  to  the  first  and  second  joint? 

Answer.  I  do  net  see  any  actual  disability  in  this  case,  as  it  is  the  left  hand  that  is  injured; 
thus  showing  him  able  to  conform  to  our  ceremonies.  I  would  not  exclude  a  man  possessing  all  the 
other  necessary  qualifications,  because  of  some  physical  defect,  when  that  defect  does  not  interfere 
with  his  complying  with  our  regulations.     I  think  you  would  be  justified  in  conferring  them. 

Question.  Will  you  grant  us  permission  to  receive  petition  and  confer  degrees  upon  a  can- 
didate whose  left  foot  and  ankle  has  been  amputated,  and  who  is  now  wearing  an  artificial  one  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do  so,  though  he  may  be  all  that  you  claim  him  to  be.  A 
candidate  wishing  to  receive  the  degrees  in  Masonry  ought  to  be  able  to  make  all  the  signs,  take  all 
the  steps  and  assume  all  the  positions  with  his  natural  limbs,  that  he  may  be  able  to  give  instruc- 
tions correctly.  The  loss  of  a  foot  is  an  absolute  imperfection.  The  grand  master  should  not  dis- 
pense with  such  a  necessary  qualification  of  a  candidate. 

He  properly  decides  that  an  objection  made  before  the  ballot  is  of  no  force. 

We  think  the  following  would  be  clearly  incorrect  if  the  lodge  by-laws  made 
the  signing  a  prerequisite  to  membership,  as  many  do.  In  Illinois  the  grand  lodge  ; 
by-laws  make  it  a  prerequisite,  and  a  failure  to  sign  would  leave  the  brother  unaf- 
filiated : 

Question.  Is  this  language  which  our  master  uses  at  end  of  third  degree  correct :  *  * 
and  by  signing  the  by-laws  of  this  lodge  you  will  become  a  member  thereof? 

Answer.     No.     The  election  to  and  the  conferring  of  the  Master  Mason  degree  in  same  lodge  j 
he  petitioned,  makes  him  a  member  thereof,  if  he   never  signs   the  by-laws.     I  would  suggest  this  \ 
mode.    After  master  pronounces  him  a  member,  to  say :     You  will  advance   to  the  secretary's  desk 
and  sign  the  by-laws. 

The  following  belongs  to  a  class  of  cases  wherein  the  master  should  especially  \ 
remember  his  duty  to  require,  in  addition  to  due  examination,  the  visitor  to  produce] 
"proper  vouchers  of  his  having  been  initiated  into  a  regular  lodge"  : 
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Question.  A  sojourner  here,  claiming  to  be  a  member  down  south,  desires  to  visit,  and  thinks 
he  will  join  our  lodge,  and  now  presents  a  "Scottish  Rite"  thirty-second  degree  diploma,  and 
claims  the  right  to  visit  and  be  recognized  as  a  Master  Mason  under  it.     Can  I  so  let  him  visit  ? 

Answer.  No,  assuredly  not.  The  grand  lodge  of  Masons  knows  only  the  three  degrees  of 
symbolic  Masonry,  and  over  those  it  has  full  control  and  authority  in  its  jurisdiction,  and  none 
others.  Such  an  applicant  must  be  examined  in  the  usual  manner  of  visitors  before  he  can  right- 
fully be  admitted  into  our  lodges. 

He  has  a  clear  conception  of  the  Masonic  doctrine  regarding  aid  to  the  needy : 

No  Masonic  lodge  or  member  should,  as  a  right,  seek  to  enforce  a  claim  against  a  lodge  for 
I  reimbursement  for  services  or  money  bestowed  as  Masonic  charity,  except  the  lodge  had  previously 

ij  consented  to,  or  asked  them  to  render  such   assistance.     Aid  is  not  compulsory.     It  is  measured  by 

I         my  willingness  and  ability,  and  his  necessity. 

We  have  known  cases  like  the  following,  in  which  the  brother  had  as  clear  an 
idea  of  his  duties  and  responsibilities  as  his  brethren,  and  as  much  brains,  the  inabil- 
ity being  simply  that  he  could  not  commit  any  set  form  of  words,  to  remember  them, 
and  in  one  such  we  had  occasion  while  grand  master  to  dispense  with  the  require- 
ment for  verbal  proficiency : 

Question.  We  have  an  Entered  Apprentice  of  about  three  years'  standing,  whom  a  number 
of  us  have  lectured  very  often,  but  to  no  effect.  He  cannot  commit  any  of  it.  In  every  other  re- 
spect he  is  well  worthy  to  be  made  a  Mason.  Will  you  grant  us  a  dispensation  to  confer  the  other 
degrees  upon  him  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  in  this  case  I  must  refuse.  I  do  not  think  the  grand  master  should  be  called 
upon  to  "dispense"  of  any  of  the  required  mental  calibre  for  advancement.  His  dispensing  powers 
are  large,  but  not  enough  to  do  away  with  brains.  If  he  can't  or  won't  learn,  let  him  stay  on  the 
threshing  floor.     It  would  be  a  dangerous  experiment  to  elevate  him  higher. 

The  grand  master  gives  a  brief  report  of  the  Chicago  convention,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  vice-presidents. 

Last  year  a  special  committee  was  appointed  to  report  upon  the  subject  covered 
by  the  following  remarks  by  Grand  Master  Shoemaker  : 

"  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  observance  of  Masonic 
ceremonies  at  funerals.  It  is  a  matter  that  at  this  time  is  occupying  the  attention  of  the  Craft,  in  all 
localities  where  there  are  commanderies  of  Knights  Templar,  to  an  extent  that  makes  it  one  requir- 
ing your  serious  consideration.  It  is  claimed  by  many  Masons,  who  have  been  for  years  active 
members  of  the  Fraternity,  and  whose  opinions  on  all  subjects  connected  with  the  Craft  are  iormed 
with  an  eye  single  for  the  good  of  the  Order,  that  in  consequence  of  the  performance  of  the  burial 
service  of  all  Masons  who  are  Knights  Templar,  by  the  Sir  Knights,  with  the  ritual  of  the  com- 
mandery,  the  attendance  at  the  burial  of  Master  Masons,  when  conducted  by  the  lodge  is  attended 
by  but  few  in  number,  and,  to  a  great  degree,  neglected. 

"  Further,  it  is  claimed  that  Master  Masons,  not  Sir  Knights,  ought  not  to  be  precluded  from 
attending,  as  Masons,  the  funeral  of  a  Sir  Knight,  as  they  now  practically  are,  for  the  commander- 
ies are  composed  of  most  of  the  younger  and  more  active  members  of  the  lodges,  and  when  the  ser- 
vices are  conducted  by  the  comraandery,  it  takes  from  the  lodges  most,  if  not  all,  of  their  officers, 
and  reduces  their  numbers  so  that  they  cannot  appear  as  a  lodge  it  they  wish  to  do  so.  The  proper 
remedy,  and  one  that  would  probably  be  satisfactory  to  the  commanderies,  it  has  been  suggested,  is 
for  the  grand  lodge  to  require  that  all  Masonic  funerals  shall  be  conducted  by  Master  lodges,  and 
that  a  specified  number  of  the  members  of  the  commanderies  be  requested  to  act  as  escort,  when  the 
brother  is  a  member  of  that  Order." 
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The  committee  in  their  pursuit  of  information  addressed  letters  of  inquiry  to  the 
"  grand  secretaries  of  a  number  of  States,"  and  give  the  substance  of  the  replies  re- 
ceived.    They  say : 

The  questions  asked  were,  whether,  in  their  respective  jurisdictions,  any  statute  or  regulation 
prevailed  which  required  all  Masonic  funerals  to  be  conducted  by  a  Master  lodge  or  which  would 
prevent  Master  Masons,  as  such,  from  attending  a  funeral  conducted  by  a  commandery. 

And  they  thus  give  the  gist  of  the  replies  : 

The  grand  secretary  of  Illinois  answers  : 

"  No  ;  and  I  have  no  sympathy  with  those  who  wish  to  divorce  the  lodge  from  chapter  or 
commandery.     The  more  closely  they  are  united  the  better  fur  all.  *  *  *  I  hope  the 

day  may  never  come  when  our  lodges,  chapters  and  comniandcries  shall  either  withdraw  their  sym- 
pathy and  affection  from  the  other,  but  that  each  will  lovingly  drop  the  sympathetic  tear  when  sor- 
row and  darkness  invade  the  other's  borders." 

The  grand  secretary  of  New  York  sends  copy  of  constitution  and  laws,  and  says  : 

"  We  have  neither  law  nor  regulation  that  prohibits  Masonic  lodges  of  this  jurisdiction  at- 
tending funerals  conducted  by  a  commandery  of  Knights  Templar." 

The  grand  secretary  of  Kansas  says  : 

"  We  have  but  little  law  on  the  subject  of  funerals.  We  leave  it  mainly  with  the  subordinate 
bodies,  believing  in  their  good  judgment  and  taste,  at  all  times  to  be  governed  by  ancient  usage. 
The  following  is  all  we  have  on  the  subject :  '  Every  lodge  may  conduct  the  public  burial  ceremon- 
ies of  the  Order  upon  the  death  of  any  member,  or  any  sojourner,  or  the  members,  in  a  body,  may 
attend  such  funeral  though  not  conducting  the  ceremonies.'  " 

In  Ohio  the  laws  of  the  Order  plainly  permit  Master  Masons  or  lodges  to  attend  funerals  con- 
ducted by  Knights  Templar,  and  even  states  that  after  a  Templar  ceremony,  Master  Masons  "  may 
deposit  in  the  grave  the  emblem  of  immortality  and  explain  its  significance." 

Indiana  says  :  "  It  is  the  privilege  of  every  lodge  to  attend  the  funeral  of  ahy  affiliated  Mas- 
ter Mason  when  requested  to  do  so  by  himself,  his  friends,  or  his  immediate  relatives,"  et  cetera. 

Missouri  endeavors  to  regulate  this  matter,  by  a  law  which  prohibits  Master  Masons  from  at- 
tending, in  regalia,  any  funeral  not  conducted  by  a  lodge.  This  law,  while  perhaps  fine  in  theory, 
might  and  does  work  a  hardship  in  many  ways.  A  Knight  Templar  may  have  attained  such  prom- 
inence in  that  order  as  to  make  it,  of  all  things,  the  most  appropriate  that  his  funeral  be  conducted 
by  Knights  Templar  with  their  own  ceremonies.  The  members  of  his  lodge,  no  matter  in  how  high 
estimation  he  may  have  been  held  by  them,  are  absolutely  prohibited  from  attending  his  funeral  as 
Masons. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  committee  came  no  nearer  getting  at  the  core  of  the 
subject  than  did  Grand  Master  Shoemaker,  so  far  as  a  remedy  is  concerned,  and 
quite  as  evident  from  their  remarks  on  the  Missouri  regulation,  tliat  they  were  look- 
ing for  such  precedents  and  arguments  as  would  support  a  particular  theory  to  wliich 
they  were  tacitly  committed.  Both  Bro.  Shoemaker  and  the  committee  start  from 
wrong  premises,  in  that  they  do  not  see  that  there  is  no  other  Masonic  funeral  than 
that  conducted  by  a  lodge.  The  committee  say,  referring  to  the  remedy  proposed 
by  the  grand  master: 

If  by  this  it  is  meant  that  this  grand  lodge  should  attempt  to  prohibit  Templar  funerals,  you 
committee  can  conceive  ot  no  law  or  right,  centering  in  this  grand  body,  by  which  it  can  say  to  I 
commandery  ot  Knights  Templar,  "  You  must  not  conduct  a  funeral  according  to  your  ritual."    Asl 
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well  might  we  attempt  to  prevent  the  Odd  Fellows  from  burying  one  of  their  members  with  their 
own  peculiar  rites  and  ceremonies.  This  grand  lodge  may  possess  a  legal  right  to  prohibit  Master 
Masons  from  attending,  as  such,  any  funeral  not  conducted  by  a  lodge,  but  there  is  no  power  inhe- 
rent in  it  to  "  require  that  all  Masonic  funerals  shall  be  conducted  by  a  Master  lodge,"  unless  we 
concede  that  Templar  funerals  arc  not  "  Masonic,"  and  in  that  case  there  is  no  need  of  such  re- 
quirements, as  the  present  existing  regulations  would  amply  cover  the  ground. 

From  time  immemorial,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  almost  one  of  the  "  landmarks  "  of  the 
Order,  it  has  been  the  practice  among  Masons,  on  the  death  of  a  brother,  that  his  last  wishes  or 
those  of  his  family  and  friends  regarding  his  funeral  ceremonies  should  be  respected  ;  and  if  it  was 
his  or  their  wish  that  the  ceremonies  should  be  of  Templar  form  rather  than  that  used  by  Master 
Masons,  no  regulation  or  statute  should  intervene  to  prevent  the  complying  with  those  wishes. 

The  committee  do  not  seem  to  see  that  an  Odd  Fellow  might  have  attained  such 
prominence  in  that  order  as  to  make  it,  of  all  things,  most  appropriate  that  his  funeral 
should  be  conducted  by  Odd  Fellows  with  their  own  ceremonies,  notwithstanding  he 
may  also  be  a  Mason,  and  notwithstanding,  too,  that  however  high  in  estimation  he 
may  have  been  held  by  his  Masonic  brethren,  they  are  absolutely  prohibited  from  at- 
tending his  funeral  as  Masons.  We  say  tliey  do  not  seem  to  see  this,  because  they 
do  not  recommend  that  lodges  be  permitted  to  attend  Odd  Fellow  funerals,  and  yet 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  if  it  is  really  true  that  the  grand  lodge  might 
as  well  attempt  to  prevent  the  Odd  Fellows  from  burying  one  of  their  members  with 
their  pecidiar  rites  and  ceremonies  as  to  say  to  a  commandery,  "  You  must  not  con- 
duct a  funeral  according  to  your  ritual." 

The  whole  thing  lies  in  a  nutshell.  The  Templar  funeral  is  either  a  Masonic 
funeral  or  it  is  not.  If  it  is  a  Masonic  funeral,  the  question  arises,  When  and  how 
did  or  could  any  body  of  Masons  acquire  the  right  to  make  a  ritual  to  supersede  the 
Masonic  burial  service  prescribed  by  the  grand  lodge,  the  only  source  of  legislative 
authority  in  Masonry?  If  it  is  not  a  Masonic  funeral,  why  should  a  Masonic  lodge 
participate  in  it  any  more  than  in  an  Odd  Fellow's  funeral  ? 

The  conclusions  of  the  committee  are  formulated  in  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  grand  lodge  recommends  to  all  subordinate  lodges  and  their  members  in 
this  grand  jurisdiction  that  in  all  cases,  where  not  in  conflict  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  the 
brother,  or  his  family  or  immediate  friends,  all  Masonic  funerals  be  conducted  by  the  lodge  ;  and  in 
case  the  brother  was  a  Sir  Knight,  that  the  commandery  be  requested  to  act  as  escort  ;  and  this 
grand  body  most  urgently  requests  all  Masons  in  this  grand  jurisdiction  to  aid  in  carrying  out  this 
recommendation  in  their  respective  lodges,  to  the  end  that  the  lodge,  which  is  the  real  and  only 
foundation  on  which  the  higher  degrees  and  orders  must  build,  may  have  that  complete  recognition 
which  of  right  and  by  ancient  usage  belongs  to  it.  But  nothing  in  this  recommendation  shall  be 
construed  as  prohibiting  lodges  from  attending  funerals  when  conducted  by  Knights  Templar,  in 
compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  deceased  brother  or  his  friends. 

The  end  which  the  resolution  professes  to  aim  at  is  a  desirable  one;  but  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  the  committee  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  should  not  only 
nullify  that  declared  purpose,  but  should  admit  that  there  exists  in  Michigan  some  other 
body  having  equal  power  with  itself  to  defme,  and  to  prescribe  the  forms  to  be  ob- 
served at  "  Masonic  "  funerals. 
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One  word  with  reference  to  the  implication  which  frequently  crops  out  in  the 
arguments  of  those  who  believe  that  there  are  numerous  other  bodies  possessing 
equally  with  the  grand  lodge  to  which  they  have  vowed  unequivocal  fealty,  the 
power  to  define  Masonry — the  implication  that  because  a  grand  lodge  accepts  the 
escort  of  a  commandery  of  Knights  Templars,  or  permits  its  constituent  lodges  to  do 
so,  it  by  that  act  recognizes  them  as  Masonic  bodies.  We  have  known  the  funeral 
cortege  of  a  Mason  who  was  buried  by  his  lodge  to  be  made  up  of  several  civic  socie- 
ties or  orders  and  a  military  company  besides,  to  all  of  which  the  deceased  belonged, 
all  acting  as  escort  to  the  officiating  lodge.  Were  all  these  societies,  and  the  militia 
as  well,  thereby  recognized  as  Masonic  bodies  ? 

Masons,  as  citizens,  are  not  debarred  from  showing  their  respect  for  a  deceased 
brother,  no  matter  who  buries  him.  The  real  question  is  whether  a  lodge  should 
come  out  in  public  as  an  organized  body,  unless  it  comes  out  for  the  performance  of 
some  Masonic  work.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  does  not  undertake  to  say  who 
shall  bury  a  deceased  brother.  That  question  it  leaves  to  the  relatives  of  the  de- 
ceased, where  it  belongs,  but  it  does  say  that  if  he  is  to  receive  Masonic  burial  the 
lodge  must  have  exclusive  charge,  and  that  unless  the  lodge  has  that  Masonic  work 
to  perform  it  may  not  appear  as  such.  The  instructions  governing  Masonic  funerals 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  1877,  explicitly  declare  tliat  "a  Masonic 
lodge  should  not  take  part  infune7-al  sei-vices  when  conducted  by  aiiy  other  organiza- 
tion.^^ If  since  that  time  there  has  been  any  departure  from  this  rule  in  this  juris- 
diction, we  are  not  aware  of  it,  and  we  do  not  think  any  such  instance  has  ever  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  executive. 

An  attempt  to  take  the  following  resolution  from  the  table  where  it  was  laid  at 
the  last  preceding  communication,  was  lost : 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  considered  a  Masonic  ofiense  for  any  member  of  the  Fraternity  of 
this  grand  jurisdiction  to  deal  in  malt,  fermented  or  spirituous  liquors  as  a  beverage,  and  that  the 
penalty  for  so  doing  shall  be  suspension  or  expulsion  from  the  lodge,  at  the  discretion  of  the  lodge 
of  which  the  brother  is  a  member. 

Seven  charters  were  granted,  and  Detroit  was  se  lected  as  the  next  place  of 
meeting. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  as  usual  by  the  grand  secretary  (William  P. 
Innes),  who,  notwithstanding  he  says  it  is  more  difficult  to  condense  than  extend, 
has  succeeded  in  compressing  it  into  345  pages.  With  sparing  comment  the  report 
is  chiefly  made  up  of  extracts  from  the  proceedings  under  review.  Six  pages  are 
thus  extracted  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Darrah,  embracing  his  remarks 
on  the  general  condition  of  the  Craft ;  on  mixed  funerals ;  office  seeking ;  grand 
representatives,  and  the  Chicago  convention,  and  also  his  decisions.  He  gives  Bro. 
Browning's  report  on  correspondence  the  following  well-merited  praise : 

Fifty-eight  States  were  reviewed,  including  Michigan,  for  1887.  The  report  certainly  does 
credit  to  the  writer  in  every  respect.  It  is  a  faithful  review,  without  many  personal  comments,  but 
from  a  perusal  of  which  no  brother  need  be  in  the  dark  as  to  tlie  doings  of  sister  grand  lodges. 
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This  cannot  be  improved  upon  as  properly  characterizing  the  report  of  Bro. 
Innes,  but  we  find  ourselves  wishing — as  we  always  wish  when  we  read  his  reports 
— that  he  would  try  just  one  report  on  the  plan  of  giving  full  vent  to  his  own  opinions. 


MINNESOTA,  1888. 

When,  some  years  ago,  Montana  began  publishing  pictures  of  her  grand  mas- 
ters, some  of  the  reviewers  insisted  that  the  grand  lodge  picked  out  the  best  looking 
men  in  the  territory  for  that  office.  The  volume  before  us  is  adorned  with  photo- 
gravures of  Bro.  Henry  R.  Wells,  grand  master  in  1879,  '80  and  '81 ;  and  of  Bro. 
C.  H.  Benton,  who  was  grand  master  in  1S82  and  1883,  and  we  suspect  that  Min- 
nesota has  caught  the  Montana  trick. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  St.  Paul,  Jan.  11,  with  the  venerable  representative  of 
Illinois  in  the  southeast. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (John  H.  Brown)  is  marked  by  a  strong,  clear, 
shrewd  common  sense.     Of  the  year,  he  says: 

The  year  past  has,  in  most  respects,  been  like  others  which  have  preceded  it.  It  has  brought 
its  joys  and  its  sorrows,  its  prosperities  and  adversities,  and  "  Father  Time,"  with  scythe  in  hand, 
has  never  slept ;  and  yet  I  know  of  nothing  which  should  especially  distinguish  it  from  other  like 
periods  of  time. 

Our  institution  seems  to  be  enjoying  its  usual  prosperity,  generally,  throughout  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction. 

The  following  is  timely  : 

In  what  I  have  observed  in  visiting  lodges,  I  have  been  led  to  fear  that  the  proper  recognition 
is  not  always  given  to  those  who  deserve  it.  For  instance,  a  Past  Master  of  the  same  or  some  other 
lodge,  has  been  allowed  to  sit  in  the  body  of  the  lodge  without  being  invited  to  a  seat  in  the  East. 
I  am,  however,  constrained  to  believe  that  this  neglect  comes  more  from  a  laxity  of  habit  and  cus- 
tom in  that  regard,  and  from  forgetfulness,  than  from  any  other  cause. 

When  the  lodge  has  been  opened,  the  master  should  at  once  announce  the  invitation,  "All 
past  masters  are  invited  to  seats  in  the  East ;  "  unless  he  knows  that  none  such  are  present. 

When  a  Grand  Officer  comes  to  a  lodge  as  a  visitor,  he  should  be  announced  as  such,  and  re- 
ceive the  "  Grand  honors  of  Masonry." 

Let  not  the  ancient  customs  of  the  order  be  lost,  but  let  them  be  practiced  and  preserved. 

The  grand  master  announced  the  death  of  two  past  deputy  grand  masters, 
Aaron  Goodrich  and  Levi  E.  Thompson.  We  remember  how  while  reviewing 
Minnesota  years  ago  we  were  impressed  by  the  strong  personality  of  Bro.  Goodrich, 
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as  it  manifested  itself  in  the  proceedings,  and  it  is  almost  startling  to  find  how  closely 
our  impressions  of  one  whom  we  had  never  seen,  are  verified  by  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  necrology.     The  grand  master  says  of  him : 

Bro.  Goodrich  was  born  in  Sempronius,  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  on  July  6,  1807,  and  was 
therefore  but  about  twelve  days  short  of  eighty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  pursued 
the  study  of  law  for  a  time  in  his  native  state,  after  his  majority,  and  then  removed  to  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  where  in  the  years  1847  and  1848  he  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  that  slate.  In 
1849  he  was  appointed  by  President  Taylor  the  first  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  territory 
of  Minnesota,  which  office  he  held  for  about  three  years.  In  March,  1861,  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Lincoln  secretary  of  legation  at  Brussels,  where  he  served  the  government  in  that  capacity 
for  eight  years  or  more. 

At  the  organization  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1853,  Bro.  Goodrich  was  made  its  first  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  and  since  which  time,  when  in  attendance  at  its  sessions,  he  has  performed  great 
service  for  the  body  in  committees  and  upon  the  floor.  In  fact  he  died  in  the  harness,  so  to  speak, 
lie  being  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ancient  Landmarks  at  the  time  of  his  death.  And  now, 
behold,  we  see  his  face  no  more. 

He  must  have  been  strong  even  in  death  to  have  so  reflected  his  unsparing  hon- 
esty back  upon  the  writer  of  his  memorial  that  he  could  not  help  setting  forth  his 
faults  as  well  as  his  virtues,  in  spite  of  the  strong  impulse  which  every  one  feels  to 
dwell  only  on  those  traits  in  the  character  of  the  dead  that  should  be  emulated  by 
the  living.     The  committee  say : 

His  commanding  talent  had  arrested  the  attention  of  his  fellow  travelers,  and  caused  him, 
from  time  to  time,  to  be  placed  in  various  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  His  character  is  one  we 
may  contemplate  with  profit.  We  do  not  hold  him  up  as  a  model  of  perfection.  He  was  a  man,  and 
not  an  angel ;  and  while,  as  a  man,  he  had  his  defects,  he  was  also  possessed  of  many  excellent 
qualities,  both  of  head  and  heart,  worthy  of  our  highest  admiration. 

We  know  him  but  as  a  brother,  and  as  we  saw  him,  from  time  to  time,  in  Grand  and  subordin- 
ate lodge.  His  prejudices  were  sometimes  intense,  even  to  bitterness  ;  but  he  was  one  of  those  posi- 
tive, independent  thinkers  who  never  lacked  the  courage  of  his  convictions  ;  one  whose  honesty  and 
frankness  commanded  even  the  admiration  of  his  opponents.  His  historical  and  literary  research 
was  so  varied  and  extensive  that  he  was  at  home  on  nearly  every  subject — a  veritable  walking  en- 
cyclopedia of  facts,  and  always  an  interesting  talker. 

In  his  efforts  to  unmask  what  he  believed  to  be  shams  or  fictions  he  was  prominent,  and  at 
such  times  his  sarcastic,  sparkling  wit  was  at  once  severe  and  brilliant.  And  yet  we  are  convinced 
that  no  kinder  heart  ever  beat  in  a  human  breast.  In  his  judgment  of  an  erring,  repentant  brother  he 
invaribly  leaned  to  the  side  of  mercy,  while  his  hand  was  ever  stretched  forth  to  relieve  the  suffering 
and  to  raise  up  and  support  the  fallen. 

We  do  not  need  to  resolve  that  we  will  cherish  his  memorj',  for  he  was  not  one  to  be  soon  or 
easily  forgotten. 

The  grand  master  after  alluding  to  the  practice  indulged  in  by  many  brethren  of 
writing  to  the  grand  master  privately  to  endeavor  to  get  an  opinion  adverse  to  some 
decision  or  ruling  of  the  master  of  their  lodge,  and  of  the  tendency  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  younger  brethren  to  look  upon  the  master  simply  as  a  presiding  officer, 
and  to  forget  that  his  functions  are  to  rule  and  govern  his  lodge,  says  of  his  self-im- 
posed rules  regarding  correspondence : 

One  of  the  reasons,  therefore,  for  adopting  the  plan  I  have  in  regard  to  official  correspond- 
ence, is  to  i.Tipress  upon  the  minds  of  bath  master  and  members  their  true  relations  to  each  other  as 
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members  of  the  craft.     Upon  view  of  the  situation,  and  after  deliberate  consideration,  I  adopted  the 
following  plan  in  relation  to  official  correspondence  with  the  brethren,  viz.  : 

First — That  I  would  listen  to  and  answer  any  inquiry  from  a  brother  who  should  come 
to  me  or  write  to  me,  presenting  a  grievance  which  he  might  be  suffering,  whether  he  be  prominent 
or  obscure  in  the  order,  high  or  low  in  the  scale  of  humanity,  and  would  correct  any  wrong  done 
him  within  the  province  of  the  Grand  Master  to  correct. 

Second — That  I  would  advise  and  direct  all  Grand  Officers  in  relation  to  their  duties. 

Third — That  I  would  counsel  and  advise  all  district  deputies  and  masters  of  lodges,  in  rela- 
tion to  their  official  duties,  as  well  as  upon  masonic  law  and  usage  generally,  they  themselves  ask- 
ing the  advice,  or  upon  a  question  coming  to  me  upon  complaint  of  a  brother  claiming  to  be  ag- 
grieved, in  the  nature  ot  an  appeal ;  but  that  I  would  not  in  any  case  advise  or  direct  a  master  of  a 
lodge  through  the  secretary  or  any  other  of  his  subordinate  officers,  and  would  not  scatter  broadcast 
opinions  upon  Masonic  law  among  the  Craft  generally.  Particularly  not  upon  merely  abstract  ques- 
tions. To  tliese  rules  I  have  steadily  adhered  through  the  year,  but  in  the  meantime,  to  questions 
shot  at  the  Grand  Master  by  inquiring  brethren  generally,  a  great  majority  of  which  were  merely 
hypothetical  or  imaginary,  I  have  returned,  respectfully  and  fraternally,  fifty  or  more  answers,  sub- 
stantially as  follows,  viz.  :  "  When  your  question  actually  arises  the  master  of  your  lodge  will  de- 
cide it  for  you." 

Of  the  "  saloon  question,"  he  says : 

Masonry  inculcates  temperance  as  also  other  virtues.  It  has  continued  to  do  so  for  centuries, 
and  yet  its  lodges  never  were  temperance  societies  according  to  the  common  acceptation  of  that 
term  at  the  present  day.  It  recognizes  the  moral  accountability  of  man.  It  forbids  drunkenness  in 
its  members,  and  will  expel  from  all  its  rights  and  privileges  those  who  habitually  violate  the  in- 
hibition. Is  it  necessary  that  it  should  go  any  further?  This  subject  has  of  late  been  agitated  in 
some  of  the  Grand  Lodges,  and  in  turn  the  Grand  Lodges  have  themselves  been  agitated.  If  legis- 
lation is  necessarj'  upon  the  subject,  what  shall  it  be?  Shall  it  be  aimed  at  him  who  sells  the  into.\-i- 
cant,  or  against  him  who  uses  it  to  excess?  Or  shall  it  be  aimed  at  both?  And  if  aimed  at  the 
dealer  alone,  to  what  extent  shall  it  go?  Shall  it  reach  the  manufacturer,  the  jobber,  the  wholesale 
dealer  and  the  druggist,  or  shall  it  reach  the  retailer  (saloonkeeper)  alone  ?  These  questions  are 
certainly  worthy  of  consideration  if  there  is  to  be  any  well  considered  legislative  action  taken.  For 
my  part,  I  have  a  pretty  well  settled  conviction  which  I  think  is  as  broad  as  the  subject.  I  hold 
that  the  man  who  impairs  his  faculties  and  debases  his  manhood  by  the  excessive  use  of  intoxicating 
liquoi-s  is,  before  God  and  among  men,  \h^ principal  si7t7ier,  and  that  he  who  furnishes  the  liquor  is 
only  an  accomplice,  an  aider  and  abettor.  To  hold  otherwise  is  to  scatter  the  doctrine  of  the  moral 
accountability  of  man  to  the  four  winds.  Therefore,  whenever  it  shall  be  deemed  necessary  that  any 
action  shall  be  taken  upon  this  subject  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  I  only  ask  that  it  be  not  hastily  done, 
but  well  considered  ;  and  that  it  be  done  in  a  true  Masonic  spirit,  and  in  accordance  with  true  Ma- 
sonic principles. 

Of  the  decisions  reported  by  him  we  copy  one,  premising  that  to  our  mind  it  is 
questionable  whether  the  first  class  in  the  division  made  by  the  grand  master  should 
not  be  stricken  out,  and  the  lodge  compelled  to  accept  the  result  of  its  own  verdict 
as  to  his  past,  rendered  after  due  inquiry  into  the  brother's  character  : 

Statement.  A  candidate  has  received  two  degrees  ;  a  brother  then  objects  to  his  further  ad- 
v.ancement  and  the  reason  assigned  is  that  there  are  rumors  that  he  does  not  sustain  a  good  moral 
character. 

Q.     What  should  the  W.  M.  do  ? 

A,  The  brother  having  received  two  degrees  without  objection  is  entitled  to  the  third,  imless 
objection  is  made  with  such  reasons  assigned  as  shall  convince  the  master  that  if  true  he  ought  not 
to  be  advanced. 
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And  perhaps  I  go  further  than  any  Grand  Master,  or  the  Grand  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  has 
gone,  when  I  say  that  I  think  the  reasons  assigned  should  be  included  within  one  or  more  of  the  fol- 
lowing classes,  viz.  : 

1.  That  the  brother  objected  to,  had,  prior  to  the  ballot  by  which  he  was  elected,  been  guilty 
of  some  crime,  or  at  least,  some  wrongful  act  or  omission  involving  moral  turpitude,  which  was  un- 
known to  the  lodge  at  the  time  of  the  ballot. 

2.  That  he  made  use  of  some  fraud,  artifice  or  deceit  in  procuring  his  admission  into  the 
lodge,  but  for  which  he  would  not  have  been  received. 

3.  That  he  has  been  guilty  of  some  specified  unmasonic  conduct  since  his  election.  And 
upon  neither  of  these  can  he  be  condemned  unheard.  If  the  reasons  assigned  come  within  either  of 
these  classes,  charges  should  be  preferred,  and  a  regular  trial  had. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  eight  charters,  and  resuscitated,  under  its  old  name 
and  number,  one  lodge  whose  charter  was  surrendered  seven  years  previously ;  sup- 
plied an  unintentional  omission  by  accepting  the  act  of  incorporation  passed  by  the 
legislature  in  1885  ;  received  as  a  visitor,  with  appropriate  honors,  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter J.  J.  Bell,  of  Manitoba;  learned  from  the  grand  treasurer's  report  that  the  wid- 
ows' and  orphans'  fund  now  amounts  to  ^7,685.42;  and  disposed  of  a  docket  of  six 
cases  from  the  committee  on  appeals,  one  ot  which  is  thus  (judiciously,  no  doubt,) 
recorded : 

KILVINGTON  CASE. 


Adopted. 

NoTE.^See  written  records. — G.  S. 

The  following,  from  the  committee  on  the  accounts  of  the  grand  treasurer  and 
grand  secretary,  has  the  melancholy  interest  to  dwellers  in  the  temperate  zone  which 
always  attaches  to  tales  of  suffering  among  those  who  live  near  the  arctic  circle : 

We  confess  that  we  have  not  ascertained  all  these  facts  without  some  labor  and  much  physical 
suflfering  from  the  extremely  low  temperature  in  the  Grand  Secretary's  room,  and  to  save  our  suc- 
cessors from  a  like  experience  we  earnestly  ask  that  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  be  requested 
to  appropriate  such  an  amount  as  in  their  judgment  will  procure  a  stove  for  the  Secretary's  office. 
The  Grand  Secretary  himself  seems  to  be  impervious  to  cold,  but  committees  are  mortal. 

The  grand  orator  was  unable  to  be  present  on  account  of  impaired  health,  but 
sent  in  a  finely  written  oration  on  the  true  glory  of  Solomon's  and  other  temples.  It 
would  have  been  very  fine  for  some  other  place,  but  we  agree  with  him  that  there 
were  grounds  for  his  expressed  fear  that  what  he  said  might  be  regarded  "  more  in 
the  light  of  a  [sectarian]  sermon  than  words  suitable  for  the  present  occasion." 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  115)  is  as  usual  from  the  pen  of  Past  Grand 
Master  and  present  Grand  Secretary  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  who  has  been  a  reviewer  so 
long  that  he  possesses  most  ot  the  qualities  of  a  landmark. 

Illinois  is  noticed.  He  refers  to  the  death  of  another  old  friend  of  thirty  years 
ago — Past  Grand  Master  Buck  ;  quotes  from  Grand  Master  Darrah's  remarks  on 
mixed  funerals,  and  copies  his  decisions ;  notes  the  elegant  oration  of  Bro.  Hooper  ; 
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summarizes  the  topics  considered  by  the  Chicago  convention  and  gathers  therefrom 
that  nothing  was  accomplished;  and  of  Rro.  Browning's  report,  says : 

The  mantle  of  our  late  brother,  who  so  ably  filled  the  reporter's  chair,  has  fallen  upon  the 
shoulders  of  P.  G.  M.  Daniel  M.  Browning.  He  presents  in  one  hundred  and  forty  pages  a  very 
able  review  of  the  proceedings  of  fifty-three  Grand  Lodges,  those  of  Minnesota  for  1886  and  1887  in- 
cluded. 

Referring  to  the  proceedings  after  a  lodge  is  chartered,  he  says  : 

In  Minnesota  the  rule  is  for  the  brother  representing  the  Grand  Master  to  congregate  the 
brethren  presenting  diinits  from  their  former  lodge,  and  those  raised  while  U.  D.  ;  the  charter  is 
then  read  by  a  brother  representing  the  Grand  Secretary  and  formally  accepted  by  the  parties  about 
to  be  constituted  into  a  lodge ;  the  lodge  is  then  consecrated  and  dedicated  ;  then  an  election  is 
held,  the  officers  are  installed  and  the  lodge  proclaimed. 

He  thinks  a  petition  for  the  degrees  should  not  be  received  from  one  who  is  un- 
able to  sign  his  name  to  it ;  is  in  favor,  if  we  correctly  gather  what  he  is  talking  about 
under  Alabama,  of  grand  lodges  taking  up  the  cudgel  in  behalf  of  one  of  the  warring 
factions  of  Scotch  Riters;  seems  to  see  the  deplorable  aspect  of  the  Hiram  Lodge 
trouble,  in  Connecticut,  in  the  liability  of  chapters  and  commanderies  to  become  in- 
volved, which  we  trust  does  not  indicate,  as  it  seems  to,  that  the  injury  to  Masonry  is 
a  secondary  consideration  with  him;  says  it  is  left  optional  with  Minnesota  lodges 
whether  they  will  bury  non-afiiliates,  and  that  no  dispensation  is  required ;  formerly 
favored  a  "  Masonic  Congress,"  but  subsequent  reflection  and  experience  has  con- 
vinced him  that  all  that  could  be  hoped  to  be  accomplished  by  a  general  meeting 
can  be  accomplished  through  the  committees  on  correspondence ;  agrees  with  Bro. 
Wait  that  at  this  day  to  be  a  negro  can  hardly  afford  a  presumption  of  birth  in  slav- 
ery, and  that  if  shown  to  have  received  the  degrees  in  a  legitimate  lodge  there  is  no 
reason  apparent  why  he  should  not  be  recognized  by  regular  Masons  ;  holds,  in  op- 
position to  the  grand  master  of  New  Jersey,  that  Entered  Apprentices  and  Fellow 
Crafts  should  be  encouraged  to  visit  other  lodges  for  information ;  believes  in  the 
right  of  lodges  to  instruct  their  representatives  in  grand  lodge,  in  opposition  to  the 
Ohio  dictum,  and  says  the  older  lodges  have  exercised  the  right  in  the  past ;  is  in 
harmony  with  the  American  doctrine,  he  says,  after  exclusive  jurisdiction  has  been 
obtained,  but  don't  seem  inclined  to  put  himself  out  to  help  anybody  to  obtain  it; 
and  thinks  electioneering  for  office  should  subject  the  offender  to  discipline.  We 
think  the  brethren  ought  not  to  wait  the  slow  process  of  charges  and  trial,  but  to  see 
to  it  at  once  that  the  brother  who  is  guilty  gets  no  votes. 


MISSISSIPPI,  1888. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Columbus,  Feb.  9.  Looking  over  the  list  of  grand  rep- 
resentatives present,  and  not  seeing  Illinois  in  the  list  we  referred  to  the  grand  secre- 
tary's table  of  representatives  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  only  to  find  that 
lUinois  is  missing  there  also,  although  in  the  table  of  Mississippi  representatives  near 
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other  grand  lodges,  we  find  Past  Grand  Master  Cregier's  name  properly  entered 
there  as  representative  near  our  grand  lodge.  An  examination  of  Grand  Secretary 
Munn's  tables  in  our  own  proceedings  discloses  the  name  of  Bro.  J.  M.  Boon,  of 
Macon,  as  our  representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (E.George  DeLap)  covers  twenty-four  pages, 
fine  print,  of  very  interesting  reading,  but  we  think  is  justly  open  to  the  criticism  that 
it  includes  many  matters  of  minor  detail  which  might  more  appropriately  have  been 
sent  directly  to  the  various  grand  lodge  committees  than  given  a  place  in  an  address 
from  the  grand  east.  One  ought  always  to  be  able  to  tell  without  referring  to  either 
caption  or  signature,  whether  he  is  reading  an  address  from  the  executive,  or  a  re- 
port from  the  committee  on  grievances  and  appeals,  but  unfortunately  this  is  not  al- 
ways possible. 

Of  the  purposes  for  which  lodge  rooms  may  be  properly  used,  the  grand  master 
says: 

I  have  in  all  cases  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  grand  lodge  has  no  inherent  right  to  dictate 
to  its  subordinates  what  they  shall  or  shall  not  do  with  their  own  property,  except  that  it  is  entirely 
competent  for  it  to  say  that  lodge  rooms  shall  not  be  used  for  places  of  meetings  of  political  or  sec- 
tarian societies.  Political  or  religious  discussions  are  never  tolerated  in  regular  lodges,  and  the 
same  rule  that  prohibits  this  should  prevent  the  use  of  lodge  rooms  for  political  or  religious  socie- 
ties. Many  of  our  lodge  rooms  are  the  meeting  places  of  the  Knights  of  Labor,  Farmers'  Alliance 
and  kindred  orders,  which,  while  claiming  to  be  non-political,  are  yet  engaged  in  shaping  legisla- 
tion, or  trying  to  do  so,  which  makes  them  political  in  their  character.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
against  any  one  of  these  orders.  They  were  all  organized  for  noble  purposes,  and  have  accom- 
plished much  good,  and  will  doubtless  continue  to  be  of  benefit,  but  so  long  as  there  is  anything  in 
their  workings  or  their  platform  ol  principles  by  which  they  can  be  charged  as  being  political  socie- 
ties they  have  no  business  in  a  Masonic  lodge  room.  I  would  suggest  that  the  law  be  so  amended 
as  to  prohibit  lodges  from  renting  their  halls  to  political  or  religious  societies,  and  allowing  them 
the  exercise  of  their  own  judgment  in  reference  to  renting  to  other  societies  not  coming  under  those 
heads. 

The  committee  on  law  and  jurisprudence  say  of  this  subject,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  grand  lodge,  that  they  approve  his  decisions  to  the  effect  that  lodges  are 
not  permitted  to  rent  their  halls  to  non-Masonic  bodies  except  in  cases  of  necessity 
to  the  lodge,  and  that  as  this  is  what  their  existing  regulations  mean,  further  legisla- 
tion is  unnecessary. 

The  grand  master  tells  how  he  put  his  foot  in  it  in  the  case  in  which  he  granted 
a  dispensation  to  re7nve  a  defunct  lodge,  the  papers  liaving  come  to  him  through  the 
grand  secretary  with  the  certificate  of  that  officer  that  the  petitioners  were  in  good 
standing  at  the  time  of  the  last  return  of  the  lodge  (1S74).  It  is  liest  to  let  him  tell 
it  in  his  own  words  in  order  that  the  beauties  of  their  double-barreled  executive  may 
be  appreciated.  We  say  double-barreled  executive  notwithstanding  it  is  claimed 
that  the  functions  of  the  law  committee  are  advisory,  and  that  in  case  of  difference  of 
opinion  the  decision  of  the  grand  master  stands  as  law  until  the  grand  lodge  sets  it 
aside  as  being  contrary  to  law,  yet  it  is  stated  that  when  asked  the  committee  "  gives 
instructions  to  masters  and  lodges  how  to  proceed,"  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
instructions  conform  to  its  construction  of  the  law.     Tlie  grand  master  says  : 
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Subsequent  to  this,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  worshipful  master  of  the  lodge  asking  whether 
the  lodge  could  entertain  petitions  for  affiliation.  To  this  I  replied  that  I  found  nothing  in  the  Reg- 
ulations covering  the  case,  hence  was  at  some  loss  to  decide.  However,  as  the  lodge  had  been  re- 
vivedhy  dispensation,  I  decided  that  it  was  competent  for  it  to  perform  the  functions  of  a  regular 
lodge.  I  remarked,  incidentally,  that  if  this  is  not  good  law  it  strikes  me  as  being  good  sense,  which 
ail  laws  ought  to  be.  I  then  submitted  the  matter  to  Bro.  Kimbrough,  chairman  of  the  law  commit- 
tee, with  the  request  that  said  committee  advise  the  lodge  of  its  views  on  the  question. 

To  this  my  distinguished  and  learned  brother  responded,  informing  me,  with  a  gravity  com- 
mensurate with  the  importance  of  the  questions  involved,  "  That  he  was  afraid  that  I  had  made  too 
much  law  in  the  case  of  Thomastown."  He  then  apprised  me  of  a  fact,  ot  which  I  was  ignorant, 
that  the  charter  of  this  lodge  was  arrested  by  the  grand  lodge  in  1879,  and  then  expresses  very  grave 
doubts  as  to  the  power  of  the  grand  master  to  authorize  such  lodge  to  resume  work  at  all.  He  then 
politely  asked  for  the  law  in  our  Statutes,  Rules  and  Regulations,  Landmarks  or  Prerogatives  of  the 
Grand  Master,  that  confers  such  powers,  or  declares  them  to  be  inherent  in  his  office?  He  then 
proceeded  to  acquaint  me  with  the  further  fact  that  the  charter  had  been  arrested  primarily,  for  con- 
tumacy and  contempt  of  the  authority  and  wishes  of  the  grand  lodge,  I  submit  herewith  the  corre- 
spondence for  the  information  of  the  committee. 

Acknowledging  his  mistake  in  authorizing  the  lodge  to  receive  petitions  for 
affiliation,  he  immediately  recalled  the  authority,  but  he  took  "  issue  with  his  be- 
loved brother  "  as  to  his  right  to  authorize  the  brethren  to  resume  work  at  all.  He 
says  : 

Had  I  been  familiar  with  all  the  circumstances  and  incidents  under  which  this  charter  was  ar- 
rested I  would  have  had  no  means  of  knowing  whether  the  petitioners  were,  any  one  of  them,  in  any 
sense  at  fault  in  reference  to  the  trouble  with  the  grand  lodge,  and  in  the  absence  of  such  knowledge 
the  grand  master  would  have  no  good  reason  for  denying  the  petition  of  former  members  of  a  lodge 
the  charter  of  which  had  been  arrested  by  the  grand  lodge.  I  have  always  believed  in  the  doctrine 
that  the  grand  master  is  amenable  to  no  law.  .  That  he  is  not  only  the  executor  of  the  law,  but  is  a 
law  unto  himself.  In  my  opinion  there  is  but  one  thing  that  a  grand  master  cannot  do  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  authority  over  the  Craft,  and  that  is,  to  make  innovations  upon  "  The  Body  ot  Masonry." 

After  assuring  the  grand  lodge  that  while  he  held  these  views  he  had  not  had 
the  least  inclination  to  encroach  upon  the  laws,  customs  and  traditions  of  the  grand 
lodge,  he  says  (and  his  remarks  are  doubly  interesting  as  indicating  the  opinion  of 
one  on  the  ground  as  to  the  chances  of  the  grand  master  as  against  the  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Mississippi  executive) : 

The  diffisrence  between  Bro.  Kimbrough  and  myself  is,  that  he  thinks  the  Grand  Master  has 
no  right  to  set  aside  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  in  the  Thomastown  case,  and  I  think  he  has 
the  right,  but  should  be  extremely  careful  about  exercising  it.  The  fact  that  the  chances  are  about 
ten  to  one  that  you  will  sustain  the  position  of  Bro.  Kimbrough,  in  this  matter,  makes  no  sort  of 
difference.  As  an  individual,  I  had  the  right  to  my  own  opinion,  and  my  being  Grand  Master  does 
not  curtail  that  right  in  the  least. 

The  grand  lodge  concurred  in  the  following  report  of  the  law  committee,  wliich 
we  think  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  law  : 

Question  29 — Can  a  defunct  chartered  lodge  having  been  revived  by  Dispensation  to  work 
until  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  dimit  members  and  receive  application  for  membership  on 
dimit? 

Answer — This  question  was  first  asked  the  Grand  Master  by  a  "  revived  "  lodge,  and  by  him 
forwarded  for  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  which  was  promptly  given.  A  month  or  so  later  the 
same  question  was  asked  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  who  in  reply  was  notified  of  the  decision  of  the 
committee.  The  question  necessarily  involves  the  power  of  the  Grand  Master  to  revive  a  "  defunct " 
lodge. 

9t 
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This  your  committee  answered  in  the  negative.  We  are  aware  of  much  precedent  in  this  jur- 
isdiction in  the  way  of"  reviving,"  but  know  of  no  Landmark  or  Statute  (using  the  word  statute  in 
the  broadest  sense)  that  authorizes  it.  But  two  kinds  of  lodges  are  known  to  the  laws  of  Masonry 
in  Mississippi — Lodges  U.  D.  and  Chartered  Lodges.  The  Grand  Master  can  create  the  former, 
authority  for  which  is  given  in  the  7th  Landmark  and  the  2d  Section  of  Article  III  of  our  Constitu- 
tion.   Mackey  22  and  T.  B.  153. 

But  the  power  to  ''  revive,"  "  restore,"  to  "  resume  work,"  or  to  raise  the  dead,  is  not  given. 
And  so  your  committee  answers  :  No.  The  "  revived  "  lodge  cannot  dimit  members  or  receive 
members  on  dimit  or  do  any  other  lodge  act,  as  the  Grand  Master  has  no  power  to  "  revive." 

The  grand  master  maintains  that  no  member  .should  be  allowed  to  object  to  the 
admission  of  a  visitor  from  another  lodge,  unless  he  knows  him  to  be  guilty  of  crime, 
in  which  case  he  should  state  his  reasons  in  open  lodge,  which  should  decide  upon 
the  sufficiency  of  the  objection.  On  this  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  reported  as 
follows,  which  on  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  Speed  went  over  to  the  next  annual 
communication : 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  the  right  of  an  affiliated  Master  Mason  in  good  standing, 
to  visit  any  other  lodge  is  secured  by  the  14th  Landmark  which  no  decision  or  law  can  infringe,  but 
this  right  is  not  absolute.  Any  member  has  the  right  to  object,  but  this  right  to  object  is  not  absolute, 
and  can  only  be  exercised  when  there  are  good  reasons  for  it.  These  reasons  when  called  for  should 
be  given.  And  the  brother  refused  admission  has  the  right  of  appeal  to  this  Grand  Lodge  for  final  de- 
cision as  to  whether  he  was  properly  refused  admission.  The  correspondence  in  this  case  submitted  to 
us  indicates  the  brother  refused  admission  made  effort  to  find  out  the  ground  or  reasons  for  his  refusal, 
in  vain  ;  and  that  he  desired  to  appeal  to  this  Grand  Lodge  but  was  prevented  by  the  instruction  of 
the  Grand  Master  that  he  could  not  do  so.  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  he  be  allowed  ninety  days 
from  this  date  in  which  to  appeal  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should  he  desire  to  do  so. 

He  gives  his  letter  in  reply  to  the  circular  letter  from  Grand  Master  Darrah, 
inviting  him  to  attend  the  Chicago  convention,  and  it  was  approved  by  the  grand 
lodge.     We  give  the  substance  : 

I  beg  to  say  that  while  appreciating  the  honor  of  the  invitation  I  must  express  my  doubt  as  to 
the  wisdom  and  utility  of  the  movement. 

I  cannot  divest  myself  of  the  fear  that  this  movement  is  started  in  the  direction  of 
General  Grand  Lodge,  or  some  humbug  of  a  kindred  character, — excuse  my  plainness, — and 
as  my  observation  of  the  pestiferous  workings  of  such  bodies,  as  exemplified  in  the 
workings  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand  Encampment,  has  created  a  gen- 
eral dislike  of  any  and  all  such  excreseiices  upon  the  Body  of  Masonry,  I  cannot  obtain  my  own 
consent  to  take  any  stock  in  anything  that  looks  at  all  in  that  direction,  and  in  this  sentiment  I  have 
the  concurrence  of  the  Grand  Lodge.     With  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes,  I  remain. 

Fraternally  yours, 

E.  GEO.  DeLAP,  Grand  Master. 

Commenting,  he  says  : 

It  is  due  to  Grand  Master  Darrah  to  say  that  he  disclaimed  any  such  object  or  idea  of  the 
Convention,  but  human  nature  is  so  prone  to  reach  out  after  the  grandiloquent,  and  the  American's 
mind  so  naturally  hankers  after  humbugs,  that  it  would  take  but  one  or  two  gatherings  of  this  sort 
to  lay  an  egg  which  if  hatched  out  would  produce  a  General  Grand  Lodge. 

Arguing  that  the  minimum  of  fees  for  the  degrees  should  be  reduced  from  %Tp 
to  ^15,  he  says  : 
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I  am  well  aware  that  the  claim  will  be  made  by  some  that  it  is  unwise  to  cheapen  Masonry, 
and  all  such  stuff  as  this,  but  in  our  extremely  practical  age  much  more  attention  is  paid  to  utility  than 
to  sentiment.  Ten  years  ago  there  were  12,000  affiliated  Masons  in  Mississippi.  To-day  there  is  a 
fraction  over  7,000.  Ten  years  ago  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  kindred  societies  were  unknown 
here.  In  the  meantime  these  Orders  have  entered  the  field  and  have  offered  not  only  the  social, 
and  to  some  extent  the  benevolent  features  of  ours,  but  have,  in  addition  an  insurance  feature  which 
appeals  direct  to  that  in  our  nature  that  looks  after  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  our  loved  ones, 
whom  we  must,  soon  or  late,  leave  behind  us,  and  all  this  for  a  modicum  of  what  our  institution  de- 
mands for  membership  in  it.  This,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  the  primal  cause  that  has  led  to  the 
alarming  decline  in  membership  and  interest  in  Masonry  in  this  State.  Masonry,  venerable  in  age, 
grand  in  its  teachings  and  noble  in  its  purpose,  is  worth  no  more  in  the  market  than  it  will  bring — 
certainly  no  more  than  the  people  are  able  to  pay.  Our  people  are  poor;  the  agricultural 
portion  of  them  particularly  so,  and  yet  we  must  depend  upon  the  country  and  not  the  cities,  as  we 
have  done,  for  our  recruits.  There  are  to-day  many  men  in  our  jurisdiction  who  would  make  as 
good  Masons  as  ever  sat  on  the  floor  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  who  would  love  to  become  members 
nf  the  Order,  who  are  actually  too  poor  to  pay  the  price  demanded.  The  result  may  be  seen  in  the 
depleted  treasury  of  this  Grand  Lodge ;  the  annual  decrease  in  membership  in  the  subordinate  lodges 
and  the  languishing  condition  of  nine-tenths  of  the  county  and  many  of  the  town  lodges.  If  the  wel- 
fare of  the  institution,  its  growth  and  prosperity  in  this  State  is  our  desire,  as  I  doubt  not  it  is,  then 
we  must  cut  loose  from  the  idea  that  Masonry  can  be  cheapened  or  its  value,  as  a  promoter  of  virtue 
and  morality  can  be  enhanced  by  charging  thirty  pieces  of  silver  for  the  degrees  instead  of  fifteen. 
I  do  hope  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Grand  Lodge  may  see  fit  to  amend  its  Regulations  by  making  the 
minimum  for  the  degrees  fifteen  dollars.  Those  of  our  lodges  which  may  still  wish  to  bar  the  door 
against  the  worthy  poor,  because  they  are  poor,  can  regulate  their  demands  of  candidates  in  con- 
sonance with  that  wish. 

The  grand  lodge  did  not  go  as  far  as  the  grand  master  recommended,  but 
adopted  the  following : 

Lodges  must  not  confer  any  of  the  degrees  they  are  authorized  by  their  charters  to  confer,  for 
a  less  sum  than  ten  dollars  in  the  E.  A.  degree,  and  five  dollars  each  for  the  F.  C.  and  M.  M.  de- 
grees,— to  be  paid  in  all  cases  in  advance. 

In  addition  to  what  we  have  already  drawn  from  the  long  report  of  the  law 
committee,  we  quote  the  following  : 

Question — How  would  you  regard  this  specification  :  Specification  3.  That  the  said  Bro.  A. 
did  at  the  night  of  a  lodge  meeting,  after  the  lodge  was  closed,  and  while  certain  members  of  said 
lodge  were  conferring  a  side  degree  on  a  brother,  the  said  Bro.  A.,  while  in  the  ante-room,  did  eaves- 
drop and  peep  through  a  hole  in  the  door  and  witness  the  secret  of  the  degree,  thereby  violating  his 
Masonic  honor,  and  boasting  of  the  same  on  the  street  of  S. 

Answer — A  Masonic  offense. 

Question  10— Has  a  lodge  the  right  to  pay  out  of  its  treasury  the  expense  of  a  supper? 

Answer — Certainly. 

In  California  the  answer  to  No.  10  would  have  been  no. 

The  law  committee  make  a  long  special  report  on  saloon-keeping,  arriving  at 
the  conclusion  that  "  it  is  unmasonic — '  an  offense  against  Masonry.'  " 

Since  we  have  been  a  Mason  we  have  never  permitted  a  saloon-keeper  to  come 
into  the  Fraternity  through  the  lodges  in  which  we  have  held  membership,  and  we 
have  never  felt  the  need  of  any  statute  to  help  us  to  keep  them  out.     Moreover,  we 
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have  never  deemed  it  safe  or  permissible  for  grand  lodges  to  attempt  to  take  from  or 
add  to  the  qualifications  of  candidates  as  fixed  by  the  immemorial  law.  That  law  is 
always  abreast  of  the  better  sentiment  of  any  community  upon  whatever  is  of  good 
report.  In  our  view,  if  the  following  additional  statute,  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Mississippi,  adds  anything  to  the  qualifications  fixed  by  the  ancient  law  its  enact- 
ment was  unwarrantable ;  if  it  adds  nothing,  it  was  unnecessary  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  section  be  added  to  the  Statutes,  to-wit : 

Sec. — Subordinate  lodges  may  not  hereafter  initiate  or  admit  to  membership  saloon  keepers. 
But  any  member  of  a  subordinate  lodge  heretofore  licensed  to  keep  a  saloon,  may  be  permitted  to 
continue  till  the  expiration  of  his  present  license. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  four  charters;  made  the  usual  donation  of  $500  to  the 
Protestant  Orphan  Asylum  ;  fixed  upon  Meridian  as  the  next  place  of  meeting ;  and 
devolved  the  duty  of  revising  its  constitution,  statutes,  regulations,  by-laws,  rules  for 
lodge  trials  and  installation  ceremonies,  into  one  manual  upon  Past  Grand  Master 
Speed,  than  whom  there  is  none  more  capable. 

In  an  eloquent  speech  Bro.  Speed  announced  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master 
GuRNEY,  and  on  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  KiMBROUGH,  the  grand  lodge,  by  a 
rising  vote,  directed  that  a  page  be  set  apait  to  his  memory  in  the  printed  proceed- 
ings. 

After  quoting  from  the  remarks  made  at  his  burial  and  from  the  report  of  the 
special  memorial  committee,  Bro.  Speed  thus  closes  with  his  own  personal  tribute  : 

"  We  live  by  faith,  and  faith  lives  by  exercise,"  says  a  writer.  Bro.  Gurney  had  faith  in  his 
lellows,  in  his  Craft,  faith  in  his  country,  faith  in  his  God,  and  he  lived  upon  and  exercised  that  faith. 
Honest  and  sincere  himself,  he  did  not  doubter  mistrust  others,  and  readily  accorded  to  them  credit 
for  sincerity  of  purpose.  There  are  those  who  pride  themselves  upon  their  own  integrity,  but  who 
cannot  see  that  they  do  not  possess  a  monopoly  of  virtue :  who  are  always  doubting,  and  like 
Thomas  of  old,  saying,  "  Except  I  shall  see  in  his  hands  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  put  my  fingers 
into  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  thrust  my  hand  into  his  side,  I  will  not  believe ;  "  who  dogmatically 
assert,  I  am  right  and  you  are  wrong  ;  who  credit  no  man  with  truthfulness  ;  who  respect  no  judg- 
ment but  their  own.  It  is  from  this  narrow-minded  sect  of  Pharisees  that  the  ranks  of  anti-Masonry 
are  recruited.  Instead  of  exercising  faith  in  their  fellows,  they  must  needs  put  their  fingures  "  into 
the  print  of  the  nails."  and  because  they  cannot  do  this  they  will  not  believe  that  an  institution  which 
embraces  in  its  ranks  such  noble  spirits  as  Gurney  cannot  be  otherwise  than  good,  and  it  is  as  im- 
possible for  pure-minded  men  like  him  to  remain  in  Masonry,  if  it  were  exercising  bad  influence,  as 
it  is  to  reverse  the  laws  of  nature.  There  were  many  things  in  religion,  politics  and  in  Masonry 
which  Bro.  Gurney  thought  were  radically  wrong,  but  being  a  Christian  gentleman,  he  exercised 
faith  in  his  fellows  and  did  not  doubt  the  motives  of  his  opponents,  however  strongly  he  may  have 
combatted  their  errors.  It  was  this  breadth  of  mind  and  charity  "  which  thinketh  no  evil "  which 
permeated  his  whole  character,  and  made  him  so  strong  in  controversy.  All  his  Masonic  writings 
are  characterized  by  an  elegance  of  diction  which  make  them  models  of  their  kind,  and  whenever 
the  time  comes  when  Masons  shall  value  and  read  the  literature  of  the  Craft,  they  will  be  gathered 
up  as  a  veritable  treasure-house  of  Masonic  learning.  Bro.  Gurney  was  the  most  genial  and  com- 
panionable of  friends;  he  cultivated  to  its  fullest  extent  the  fellowship  of  Masonry,  and  appreciated 
and  valued  its  social  feati:res.  To  the  speaker  his  death  came  as  a  personal  bereavement,  and  al- 
though he  did  not  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  daily  intercourse  with  him,  there  was  that  between  them  of 
which  the  poet  spe.iks  when  he  says  : 

"It  is  the  silver  link,  the  silken  tie. 

Which  heart  to  heart  and  mind  to  mind, 

In  body  and  in  soul  can  bind." 
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But  now  the  gates  have  opened,  and  instead  of  a  blessed  entrance  for  ourselves,  which  would 
endallsruggleand  conflict  forever,  lo  !  our  beloved  friend  has  passed  through  into  the  glory  above  and 
we  stand  outside  amazed,  incredulous,  bereft.  Now  that  loss  has  come ;  now  that  we  stand  at  a  dis- 
tance— ah  !  what  a  distance  from  our  brother — how  fairly  his  beautiful  character  rounds  itself  to  our 
longing  vision  !  How  the  trifling  inequalities  smooth  away  as  we  get  fuller  outlines  from  our  re- 
mote standpoint !  And,  as  we  stand  without  waiting  for  the  summons  which  shall  bid  us  to  enter, 
may  God  give  us  courage  to  manfully  perform  the  duties  which  Masonry  enjoins  that  like  our  brother, 
we  may  leave,  as  a  priceless  legacy,  the  record  of  a  well-spent  life  for  others  to  imitate. 

"  Into  the  shadows.  Lord,  with  Thee, 

Silent  we'go  ! 
They  fall  like  the  close  of  a  melody — 

Like  the  dropping  snow. 

"  They  come  to  earth  when  the  eventide 

Grows  dark  and  deep  ; 
Softly  they  cover  the  whole  world  wide 

With  a  film  of  sleep. 

''  They  come  to  our  lives  when  God's  dear  Love 

Will  have  its  way. 
When  he  draws  our  eyes  to  the  stars  above. 

By  veiling  our  day. 

"  Shadows  of  stillness — shadows  of  peace — 

Shadows  of  woe — 
Into  them  all,  as  the  dear  Lord  please, 

Silent  we  go  !  " 

For  what  is  death,  not  an  awful  gulf  opening  to  swallow  up  our  best  treasures,  but  only  a 
door  shut  for  a  while  between  the  seen  and  the  unseen,  which  shall  one  day,  and  soon  open  for  us,  and 
close  us  also  into  the  eternal  glory,  "We  are  born  for  higher  destiny  than  earth,"  says  Lytton:  "there 
is  a  realm  where  the  rainbow  never  fades,  where  the  stars  will  spread  before  us  like  islands  that 
slumber  on  the  ocean,  and  where  the  beings  that  pass  before  us  like  shadows  will  stay  in  the  pres- 
ence forever."     And  from  that  presence  issues, 

"A  holy  and  rapturous  strain 

Floating  over  the  river  of  death. 
To  the  weary  who  wait  like  the  ripened  grain. 

For  the  touch  of  the  reaper's  breath." 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  103)  is  from  the  able,  practical  and  cour- 
teous pen  of  Past  Grand  Master  A.  H.  Barkley.  Illinois  finds  a  place  in  his  re- 
view. In  his  notice  of  the  emergent  communication  for  the  burial  of  Bro.  GuRNEY, 
whom  he  characterizes  as  pre-eminently  "  a  good  man,"  he  quotes  from  the  address 
of  Grand  Master  Darrah,  copies  the  remarks  of  Past  Grand  Master  Cregier  and 
Grand  Secretary  MuNN,  and  closes  with  the  concluding  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
special  committee  on  memorial. 

He  says  of  the  grand  master's  address  at  the  annual  communication,  that  it  is 
an  able  and  exhaustive  document,  and  he  gives  therefrom  some  account  of  the  Chi- 
cago convention.  He  says  Anderson's  ancient  charges  do  not  sustain  the  interpre- 
tation given  in  the  paraphrase  of  the  charge  relating  to  physical  qualifications  in  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  "  venerable  and  learned  Past  Grand  Master  Browning,"  of 
Illinois,  and  .xdopted  by  the  convention.  If  this  is  true,  it  is  more  true  that  the  reso- 
lution comes  far  nearer  giving  the  sense  of  that  charge  than  does  that  portion  only  of 
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the  charge  which  Bio.  Barkley  says  is  Ihe  law,  stopping  (in  the  midst  of  a  sentence) 
with  the  words  "  perfect  youth."     Continuing,  he  says : 

But  some  one  may  say,  why  consider  the  proceedings  of  a  Convention?  In  answer  thereto, 
we  would  reply  that  we  find  the  doings  of  the  Convention  in  the  Grand  Master's  address,  and  a  full 
report  of  what  was  done,  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

On  turning  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Grand  Master's  address,  while  we  do  not 
find  any  specific  reference  to  the  subject,  yet  we  do  have  this  : 

Your  committee  further  recommends  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  all  matters  re- 
ported m  said  address  (italics  ours)  not  hereby  referred  to  committees,  or  concerning  which  no  special 
recommendation  has  been  made,  be  approved. 

This  looks  like  a  tacit  endorsement  of  what  was  done  by  the  Convention,  and  without  any  ex- 
planation to  the  contrary,  we  shall  so  accept  it. 

We  wonder  if  Bro.  Barkley  himself  does  not  think  this  inference  pretty  far- 
fetched. Grand  Master  Darrah  reported  the  doings  of  the  convention  simply  as  a 
matter  of  interesting  information,  and  neither  claimed  to  be,  nor  desired  to  be  under- 
stood as  being  engaged  in  the  official  business  of  the  grand  lodge  of  Illinois  when 
participating  in  that  gathering,  to  which  official  business  only  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  clearly  refers. 

Bro.  Barkley  refers  to  the  oration  of  Bro.  Hooper  as  a  paper  whereof  the 
reading  is  something  to  be  enjoyed,  and  says  of  Bro.  Browning  and  his  "  good  re- 
port," that  he  wields  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.  He  thinks,  however,  that  Bro. 
Browning  misapprehended  the  scope  of  the  pending  Alabama  amendment  quoted 
by  Bro.  Barkley,  as  follows : 

The  Grand  Lodge  may  reverse  the  decision  of  a  subordinate  lodge,  whereby  a  brother  is  sus- 
pended or  expelled,  which  reversal  shall  restore  the  accused  to  all  his  rights  and  privileges  in  Free- 
masonry, and  to  full  membership  in  ike  lodge. 

He  says : 

Bro.  Browning  slates  that  this  amendment  "says  in  effect,  if  a  brother  has  been  tried  and  ex- 
pelled by  his  lodge,  and  upon  an  appeal  of  the  case  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Lodge  deter- 
mines that  the'chargcs  or  the  evidence  were  not  sufficient  to  justify  discipline,  that  the  action  of  the 
constituent  lodge  was  erroneous  and  is  set  aside,  leaving  the  brother  a  member  as  he  was  before  the 
trial  began." 

Now,  this  amendment  says  no  such  thing  either  vafact  or  "  in  ^«/,"— (italics  ours.) 

Our  good  brother  has  supposed  a  case,  and  has  made  this  an  interpretation  of  the  amendment 
proposed.  What  we  excepted  to  was  the  following:  "and  to  full  membership  in  the  lodge." 
This  can  only  be  done  by  and  ivith  the  consent  of  the  lodge  which  suspended  or  expelled  the  brother. 
There  is  no  such  clause  in  the  amendment,  and  for  a  Grand  Lodge  to  restore  an  expelled  or  even  a 
suspended  brother,  to  membership  in  the  lodge  which  expelled  or  suspended  him,  'Mithout  the  consent 
of  that  lodge,  is  violative  of  a  great  principle.  To  do  so  would  be  to  do  violence  to  the  rights  which 
belong  to  every  subordinate  lodge. 

The  adoption  and  practice  of  such  a  measure  as  proposed  can  only  work  evil,  and  that  con- 
tinually, in  any  Grand  Jurisdiction.  The  rights  of  subordinates  must  be  respected,  and  when  these  are 
trampled  on  under  the  color  of  law,  harmony  cannot  prevail. 

We  think  Bro.  Browning  is  clearly  right  in  his  interpretation.  For  the  rest,  if 
Bro.  Barkley  holds,  as  it  seems  to  us  he  does,  that  when  a  grand  lodge  sitting  as 
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an  appellate  body  declares  that  a  brother  has  not  been  lawfully  expelled,  it  cannot 
make  that  declaration  good,  he  ought  to  favor  the  abolition  of  so-called  appeals  alto- 
gether. For  a  grand  lodge  to  gravely  assume  to  render  judgment  in  an  appealed 
case  when  it  confesses  its  inability  to  right  the  wrong  which  that  judgment  condemns, 
no  matter  how  flagrant  that  wrong  may  be,  is  a  proceeding  fit  only  for  the  realm  of 
opera  boiiffe. 

We  agree  with  him  that  the  rights  of  the  lodges  must  be  respected,  but  wc  don't 
count  the  perpetration  of  rank  injustice  as  one  of  these  rights.  Sacred  as  the  rights 
of  the  lodges  are,  and  desirable  as  harmony  is,  the  rights  of  the  individual  are  more 
sacred  still,  and  the  demand  for  justice  more  imperative  than  the  necessity  of  har- 
mony. 

He  explains  that  his  question  "  When  is  a  man  made  a  Mason?" — which  set  all 
the  quidnuncs  agog — was  asked  without  the  slightest  doubt  in  his  own  mind  as  to  the 
answer,  but  with  reference  to  its  bearing  upon  brethren  maimed  after  receiving  the 
first  degree.  Illinois  long  ago  decided  that  the  inhibition  of  the  law  referred  only  to 
"  making"  and  not  to  advancement,  taking  note  of  the  fact  that  when  the  law  was 
agreed  upon  "  making  "  was  all  there  was  of  Masonic  ceremony — degrees  being  then 
unknown. 

He  objects  to  the  action  of  those  grand  lodges  who  have  interdicted  intercourse 
with  certain  lodges  of  English  origin  in  Quebec,  and  says  we  can  cut  off  correspond- 
ence with  another  grand  lodge  but  we  cannot  so  deal  with  her  subordinates  in  de- 
tachments, wherein  he  forgets  the  very  point  of  the  action  had,  which  is  that  these 
lodges  have  ceased  to  be  her  subordinates,  her  claim  to  jurisdiction  over  them  hav- 
ing ceased  when  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  came  in. 
He  vigorously  and  we  think  successfully  combats  Bro.  Vaux's  fetch  by  which  he 
seeks  to  justify  the  action  of  the  grand  master  of  Pennsylvania  in  making  a  Mason  at 
sight  of  a  youth  under  age,  viz.:  that  "  a  youth,  under  age,  has  never  yet  been  de- 
lined  to  be  a  person  a  certain  number  of  years  old.  '  A  youth  is  of  Masonic  age 
when  he  has  been  initiated,' "  aptly  illustrating  his  position  with  the  following  : 

There  is  such  a  thing  as  being  of  a  proper  age  according  to  law.  Bro.  Vaux  will  understand 
what  we  mean  if  he  will  but  refer  to  a  question  which  is  asked  the  candidate  at  the  door  of  the  pre- 
p  iration  room,  and  correctly  axtsv/srsd.  for  him  before  he  can  be  admitted  to  the  lodge  room.  Now,  if 
Bro.  Vaux's  statement  is  correct  that  "  A  youth  oy Masonic  age  -when  he  lias  been  initiated,"  then 
why  make  such  an  inquiry? 

He  upholds  the  legislation  of  Missouri  and  other  jurisdictions  against  saloon- 
keepers ;  feels  assured  that  no  reviewer  can  prepare  a  creditable  report  who  writes 
under  the  constant  pressure  of  the  feeling  that  he  must  not  exceed  the  smallest  possible 
limit ;  and  asks  the  delinquent  members  of  the  Texas  committee  on  correspondence  for 
their  failure  to  review  the  twenty-six  volumes  of  proceedings  farmed  out  to  them,  say- 
ing that  '*  with  burning  fever  at  times,  and  at  others  with  an  ague,  we  have  sat  at  our 
table  until  low  twelve,  wielding  the  pen,  and  every  hour  that  passed  it  seemed  as 
though  we  would  have  to  yield  to  the  strong  grip  of  disease,  but  we  held  on,  deter- 
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mined  to  do  our  whole  duty,  and  never  yet  have  we  failed  to  get  in  our  report  in 
time,"  which  leads  us  to  wonder  what  he  will  think  when  we  say  that  we  begun  this 
notice  of  his  report  at  a  little  past  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  having  sat  at  our  table  all  night. 


MISSOURI,  1887. 


The  grand  lodge  met  at  St.  Louis,  Oct.  11.  We  observe  from  his  participation 
in  the  proceedings  that  the  ambassador  of  Illinois  was  present. 

The  comparatively  brief  address  of  the  grand  master  (George  R.  Hunt)  is 
largely  devoted  to  the  saloon-keeping  question  and  to  cases  growing  out  of  it.  A 
very  positive  circular  letter  to  lodges  delinquent  in  the  matter  of  returns  and  dues 
had  a  salutary  effect,  and  he  thinks  the  temporary  suspension  of  several  charters, 
which  were  restored  when  the  law  was  complied  with,  will  produce  lasting  results. 
He  says  it  still  seems  difficult  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  brethren  the  fact  that 
territorial  jurisdiction  is  determined  by  air-lines,  and  not  by  "  usually  traveled 
routes."  He  invokes  judgment  on  the  proper  method  of  procedure  where  lodges 
wish  to  own  their  halls,  the  law  being  ambiguous,  but  apparently  contemplating  that 
the  deed  should  run  to  the  grand  lodge. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  think  that  the  best  policy  would  be  to  have  the 
title  to  all  lodge  property  vested  in  trustees,  and  if  a  lodge  is  not  incorporated  this 
would  seem  to  be  the  most  feasible  plan. 

The  grand  master  reported  the  arrest  of  several  charters,  some  of  them  because 
the  lodges  acquitted  saloon-keepers  when  their  guilt  was  clear.  He  details  his 
efforts  to  enforce  the  edicts  of  the  grand  lodge  against  saloon-keeping,  and  in  doing 
so  found  it  necessary  to  issue  a  circular  which  is  reproduced  in  his  address  and  which 
bristles  all  over  with  italics,  small  capitals  and  large  capitals  in  a  manner  so  unlike 
the  rest  of  his  utterances,  that  if  one  knew  anybody  in  that  neighborhood  who  in- 
dulged in  that  style  of  writing,  he  might  almost  suspect  that  the  grand  master  had 
employed  an  amanuensis.     The  circular  says,  among  other  things  : 

Here  is  the  injunction  contained  in  the  law  : 

UNMASONIC   CONDUCT. 

All  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  shall  enforce  the  Masonic  law  in  reference  to  all  tiitviasonic 
conduct. 

As  ALL  lodges  are  thus  enjoined  to  enforce  the  law,  there  is  no  escaping  the  responsibility 
of  its  enforcement.  To  fail  or  neglect  to  enforce  the  law  of  the  grand  lodge  is  to  break  that  law,  for 
.all  have  vowed  to  support  and  maintain  the  same.  That  none  may  pretend  or  plead  ignorance  of 
the  laws  which  govern  unmasonic  conduct,  the  grand  lodge  has  plainly  defined  the  whole  matter. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  declare  that  "  habitual  drunkenness,  gambling,  blasphemy  and  prac- 
tices of  a  kindred  character  "  are  unmasonic.  (See  Section  2g,  of  Article  ib,  page  31,  Book  of  Con- 
siitutions.)  That  section  says  :  "  All  lodges  shall  enforce  the  law  against  such  unma- 
sonic CONDUCT."     There  is,  therefore,  no  choice  left  the  lodges  but  to  obey  the  law  by  enforcing  it. 

When  the  Grand  Lodge  says  "  SHALL,"  it  meatis  "  SHALL."  The  law  is,  therefore, 
mandatory  and  must  be  obeyed. 

saloon-keeping. 

In  1882  the  Grand  Lodge  declared  saloon-keeping  to  be  unmasonic  in  these  words  : 

Resolved,  That  the  business  of  saloon-keeping  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  Masonic  offense. 

The  by-law  above  quoted  {Section  29)  applies  to  the  business  of  saloon-keeping,  as  well  as  to 
"  drunkenness,  gambling,  etc."  It  must,  therefore,  be  enforced  against  saloon-keeping  Masons. 
The  lodges  shall  enforce  the  Masonic  law  against  all  untnasonic  conduct,  says  the  by-law. 
"  Saloon-keeping  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  Masonic  offense,"  said  the  Grand  Lodge.  Therefore 
all  lodges  MUST  and  shall  enforce  the  law  against  saloon-keeping  members  of  the  Order  in  Mis- 
souri. The  Grand  Lodge  has  spoken.  There  must  be  no  evading  of  the  law,  because  the  Grand 
Lodge  has  said  it  shall  be  enforced. 


The  Grand  Lodge  has  put  itself  upon  record  against  saloon-keeping  or  selling  liquor  for 
drinking  purposes,  declaring  the  business  to  be  unmasonic.  It  has  affirmed  the  law  to  be  good  and 
right  in  every  case  where  lodges  have  expelled  or  suspended  the  violators  of  the  law.  The  Grand 
Lodge  has  suspended  several  parties,  where  the  lodges  failed  to  convict  them,  when  the  evidence 
was  plain  and  strong.  The  charters  of  such  lodges  have  been  arrested.  The  law  has  been  in  exist- 
ence so  long  that  none  may  plead  either  ignorance  or  want  of  time  to  change  their  business.  Their 
continuance  in  a  business  declared  to  be  "  unmasonic,"  is  open  defiance  of  the  law.  The  Grand 
Lodge  has  laid  down  the  rule  that  any  member  affected  by  our  law,  "  has  the  option  to  quit  the 
business  or  quit  Masonry."  This  being  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  lodges  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion are  hereby  enjoined,  by  these  presents,  to  see  that  the  rule  is  obeyed.  Quit  the  business  or 
quit  Masonry,  is  the  mandate  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge,  at  its  last  session,  ordered  that  the  secretaries  of  lodges  report  to  the  grand 
secretary,  in  the  annual  returns,  the  names  of  all  Masons  who  may  be  violating  the  law  as  saloon- 
keepers. You  are  hereby  directed  to  see  this  order  obeyed,  and  the  name  of  every  such  person 
placed  in  your  reports.     Blank  spaces  are  provided  for  this  purpose  in  the  returns. 

The  special  committee  on  arrested  charters  sustained  the  view  of  the  law  taken 
in  the  grand  master's  circular,  and  approved  his  action  in  arresting  the  charters  of 
four  lodges  whose  open  defiance  of  law  they  say  fully  justified  his  action.  Three  of 
the  four  lodges  asked  to  have  their  charters  restored.  The  representatives  of  one  of 
the  three  said  to  the  committee  that  it  would  not  be  best  to  restore  its  charter  unless 
the  grand  lodge  would  leave  out  certain  designated  members  who  are  said  to  have 
caused  the  trouble  in  the  lodge.  The  committee  did  not  therefore  recommend  the 
restoration  of  this  charter,  but  in  the  other  two  cases  they  recommended,  upon  proper 
assurances  of  future  obedience,  that  the  charters  be  I'estored,  but  with  this  explana- 
tion ; 

The  restoration  of  these  charters  must  not  be  construed  as  a  disapproval  of  the  action  of  the 
grand  master  in  arresting  them,  but  is  simply  a  merciful  exercise  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  grand 
lodge  in  its  sovereign  capacity  in  dealing  with  its  subordinate  lodges.  Its  laws  must  be  enforced 
and  while  the  Grand  Lodge  will  not  interfere  with  the  reasonable  discretion  with  which  each  lodge 
is  invested  in  enforcing  the  law,  at  the  same  time  each  lodge  be  held  responsible  for  the  manner  in 
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which  that  duty  is  performed.  When  charges  are  preferred  against  a  brother  for  any  Masonic 
offense,  then  the  lodge  has  no  alternative  but  to  go  on  with  the  trial,  and  if  it  fails  to  punish  when 
guilt  is  clearly  astablished,  that  will  be  such  defiance  of  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  will  forfeit 
the  right  of  the  lodge  to  exist. 

For  so  much  of  the  report  as  referred  to  the  grand  master's  circular,  Past  Grand 
Master  Rukus  E.  Anderson  offered  the  following : 

As  a  substitute  for  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  committee  as  refers  to  the  circular  of  the  Grand 
Master,  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  the  Grand  Master  in  said  circular  was  mistaken  in  his 
interpretation  of  the  law  and  the  rights  of  subordinate  lodges  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  The  circular, 
while  it  proposes  to  promulgate  the  law  on  the  subject  of  saloon-kccping,  goes  farther  than  the  law, 
and  if  enforced  takes  from  the  subordinate  lodge  a  right  and  privilege  which  we  arc  satisfied  this 
Grand  Lodge  has  ever  regarded  as  sacred  and  has  never  sought  to  interfere  with,  and  that  is  the  in- 
herent right  to  judge  of  the  worthiness  of  its  members,  and  determine  for  itself  when  and  to  what  ex- 
tent it  shall  discipline  them.  The  law  (if  law  it  can  be  termed),  referred  to  in  the  circular,  does  not 
say  that  the  saloon-keeper  shall  h&  dealt  with  forun-Masonic  conduct,  and  we  regret  that  the  Grand 
Master  did  not  quote  the  whole  of  the  resolution  and  add  the  clause  which  says,  "  And  those  en- 
gaged in  that  business  are  liable  to  be  dealt  with  for  un-Masonic  conduct."  The  force  and  effect  of 
this  resolution  has  been  interpreted  by  this  Grand  Body,  and  its  last  utterance  on  that  subject  was 
made  in  1884,  when,  upon  the  report  of  five  of  its  Past  Grand  Masters  as  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence which  was  unanimously  adopted,  it  said  :  "  Under  the  terms  of  the  declaration  it  is  com- 
petent for  any  lodge  to  try  its  saloon-keepers  for  un-Masonic  conduct,  although  it  does  not,  except 
by  implication,  say  they  shall  be  so  disciplined."  In  1870,  when  there  was  no  agitation  outside  on 
this  subject,  and  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry,  unbiased  by  outside  pressure,  was  uppermost  in  the 
hearts  of  its  members,  this  Grand  Lodge  endorsed  the  views  of  its  Grand  Master  on  this  subject  as 
follows  :  "  Although  having  no  special  commendations  to  pass  on  the  business  of  dram-shop  keep- 
ing, yet  as  to  those  therein  engaged  as  well  as  to  all  others,  the  rule  ought  to  be  fairly  applied.  No 
one  is  bound  to  patronize  it,  and  if  any  shall  choose  this  evil  way  and  pursue  it  to  habitual  drunken- 
ness, such,  of  course,  bring  themselves  under  the  penalty  of  our  law.  *  *  *  At  the  same  lime  I 
should  be  far  from  saying  that  a  Mason  in  this  business  may  not  so  conduct  it,  in  reference  to  indi- 
viduals, as  to  violate  the  positive  duty  he  owes  his  brother,  and  in  such  wise  as  to  call  forth  the  dis- 
ciphne  of  the  lodge.  To  instances  of  willful  enticement  be  offered  to  or  advantage  taken  of  a  brother 
to  lead  him  astray,  such  conduct  would  be  within  the  scope  of  lodge  discipline ;  not  as  a  charge 
against  a  general  business,  but  as  criminal  conduct  practised  by  one  Mason  against  another,  to  his 
injury."  This  we  regard  as  the  only  true,  fair  and  Masonic  interpretation  of  the  resolution  in  ques- 
tion when  it  says  the  saloon-keeper  is  liable  to  be  dealt  with.  This  "  circular  "  goes  beyond  what 
we  believe  to  be  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  law,  and  not  only  requires  the  lodge,  at  its  peril  and 
without  discrimination,  to  declare  any  one  who  directly  deals  in  liquor  a  saloon-keeper,  and  deprive 
him  of  his  Masonic  life,  but  demands  that  the  members  of  the  lodge  shall,  whatever  may  be  their 
conscientious  convictions  on  the  subject,  vote  him  guilty  and  punish  him,  or  lose  their  Masonic  life, 
and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  the  brother  was  engaged  in  the  business  at  the  time  he  was  made  a  Ma- 
son and  before  the  resolujion  was  adopted.  We  cannot  think  the  Grand  Lodge  intended  it  to  be  retro- 
active in  its  operation,  or  that  it  is  consonant  with  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry  to  so  interpret  it.  Be 
it  therefore  resolved  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  issuing  said  circular  be  not  concurred  in. 

The  substitute  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  350  ayes  to  800  noes,  and  the  report  was 
then  adojDted. 

The  grand  master  asked  that  an  answer  be  formulated  to  the  question  involved 
in  the  following : 

A  Master  Mason  becomes  addicted  to  strong  drink  until  his  life  is  a  reproach  to  Masonry,  and 
before  he  is  dealt  with  by  the  lodge  he  dies.  Now  he  is  technically  in  "good  standing."  Does  this 
fact  render  it  imperative  that  the  lodge  shall  accord  to  him  the  honors  of  Masonry,  and  before  the 
eyes  of  the  world  that  well  understand  his  fallen  and  debauched  condition,  perform  about  the  grave 
the  beautiful  and  solemn  riles  of  the  Order  ? 
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And  the  grand  lodge  concurred  in  this  truly  Masonic  answer  by  the  committee 
on  jurisprudence : 

Yuur  committee  can  well  imagine  a  case  where  a  member  might  be  guilty  of  such  revolting  con- 
duct n^ar  the  date  of  his  death  as  would  cause  all  Masons,  by  common  consent,  to  concur  in  the  pro- 
priety of  denying  a  Masonic  burial.  Such  cases  must  necessarily  be  left  to  the  sound  discretion  and 
common  sense  of  the  Master. 

We  are,  however,  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  a  Mason  should  not  be  tried  for  drunkenness, 
or  any  other  offense,  after  his  death  ;  and  much  less  should  a  dead  brother  be  deprived  of  Masonic 
burial  without  trial,  when  ample  opportunity  therefor  existed  during  his  life.  Our  laws  deal  with 
the  living,  and  not  the  dead.  The  question  in  actual  practice  ought  never  to  arise,  and  cannot  if  the 
lodge  does  its  full  duty. 

However,  if  a  lodge  receives  dues  from  a  brother,  grants  him  all  the  privileges  of  Masonry 
during  his  life,  and  holds  him  out  to  the  world  as  one  of  the  Craft,  it  ought  not,  after  shirking  its  duty 
to  an  unfortunate  brother,  dishonor  his  memory  and  cast  odium  upon  his  family  by  inflicting  pun- 
ishment upon  his  lifeless  corpse.  It  is  wrong  in  principle  and  bad  in  practice.  It  deprives  a  Mason 
of  the  right  of  burial  without  trial,  and  encourages  looseness  in  the  exercise  of  displine  by  the  lodges. 
Such  a  rule  should  not  prevail. 

The  grand  master  warmly  commends  the  "  Masonic  Home  "  enterprise,  but 
prudently  says  : 

Give  to  the  Board  the  aid  of  your  most  enlightened  wisdom.  Let  us  direct  them  to  go  for- 
ward in  the  prosecution  of  the  enterprise,  without  however  presuming  to  involve  the  credit  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  or  originate  a  debt  which  might  become  a  burden,  if  not  a  stigma,  upon  our  noble 
Order.  And  let  the  Grand  Lodge  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  all  the  funds  hitherto  dedicated 
to  this  work  and  such  as  now  or  any  future  time  may  be  spared  for  that  purpose. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  thirteen  charters,  and  issued  one  dispensation  ;  contin- 
ued the  subject  matter  of  the  recognition  of  the  "Grand  Lodge  of  Oaxaca,  Mexico," 
in  the  hands  of  the  committee  on  foreign  correspondence ;  expelled  one  master  of  a 
lodge  whom  the  grand  master  had  suspended  from  office  and  cited  for  trial  for  de- 
bauching his  own  daughters ;  and  suspended  another  for  two  years  who  had  lied 
while  under  indictment  for  unlawful  liquor-selling,  and  whom  the  grand  master  had 
likewise  suspended  from  the  functions  of  his  office. 

W.  M.  Williams,  of  Boonville,  was  elected  grand  master;  John  D.  Vincil, 
St.  Louis,  re- elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  coiTespondence  (pp.  187)  is  as  usual  from  the  pen  of  the  grand 
secretary,  Past  Grand  Master  Vincil.  Bro.  Vincil  couldn't  write  a  dull  report,  and 
we  are  sure  that  if  we  had  struck  this  one  in  season  last  night  we  should  not  have 
fallen  asleep  in  our  chair  with  the  result  of  losing  several  valuable  hours  from  our 
work. 

He  devotes  over  eleven  pages  to  Illinois,  giving  our  proceedings  a  careful  re- 
view. In  speaking  of  the  edict  of  our  grand  master  forbidding  Masonic  intercourse 
with  clandestine  lodges  in  Quebec,  he  says  that  "  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  with- 
drew its  representative  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  and  thereby  severed  f rater' 
nal  relations  with  Illinois  Masons.^'  The  words  we  have  italicized  are  calculated, 
although  we  presume  not  designed  to  convey  the  impression  that  Masonic  intercourse 
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between  English  and  Illinois  Masons  had  been  interdicted.  This  is  not  so.  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  terminated  all  correspondence,  all  diplomatic  intercourse, 
but  did  not  declare  war. 

He  copies,  besides  his  concluding  words,  the  remarks  of  Grand  Master  Darkah 
on  the  trial  of  sojourners,  voluntary  dimission,  intemperance  and  profanity,  and  ob- 
jections to  visitors,  and  transfers  four  of  his  decisions  to  his  pages.  He  says  of 
No.  2,  viz. :  "  A  district  deputy  grand  master  is  not  amenable  to  his  lodge  for  his 
ofHcial  acts;  for  these  he  is  responsible  alone  to  the  grand  lodge  or  grand  master," 
that  "  it  is  proper  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  official  acts  of  a  district  deputy,"  and  as 
it  applies  to  nothing  else  it  is  of  course  proper  clear  through.     Of  dimission  he  says  : 

The  law  should  be  so  framed  that  a  member,  when  taking  a  dimit,  must  file  an  application, 
in  writing,  stating  the  purpose  tor  which  he  is  seeking  dimission.  If  not  to  join  another  lodge,  aid 
in  forming  a  new  lodge,  or  to  tnove  out  of  the  jurisdiction,  then  give  him  one  without  privileges. 

We  think,  as  Lincoln  said  of  a  certain  speech,  that  if  anybody  liked  that  kind 
of  a  law,  the  Missouri  law  would  be  about  the  kind  of  a  law  that  he  would  like ; 
but  the  Illinois  law  was  designed  to  recognize  the  right  of  a  brother  to  dimit  for  any 
reason  that  seemeth  good  to  him,  not  desiring  that  he  should  be  held  in  unwilling 
membership  any  longer  than  the  necessary  precautionary  formaUties  require  for  sev- 
ering the  connection.  To  ask  him  his  reasons  for  exercising  an  absolute  right,  would 
be  an  impertinence. 

Copying  the  remarks  of  the  committee  on  grand  master's  address,  who,  while 
commending  that  officer's  remarks  on  the  too  prevalent  vices  of  intemperance  and 
profanity,  express  the  hope  that  the  evil  is  not  widespread,  he  says : 

No  man  of  observation  can  entertain  the  hope  that  the  evils  of  intemperance  and  profanity  are 
"  not  widespread."  They  are  "  widespread  "  and  far-reaching.  That  immorality  among  Masons 
is  the  blight  of  the  Institution  to-day,  no  man  can  deny.  Masons  should  be  better  men  than  those 
who  are  not.  Truth  demands  the  statement  that  many  members  of  the  Craft  are  the  worst  characters 
in  the  community.  They  gamble,  they  blaspheme,  they  get  drunk,  or  rather  are  never  sober.  They 
lie,  practice  fraud  and  live  by  it,  they  are  vulgar  and  vicious.  Their  name  is  legion.  While  these 
are  the  exceptions  to  the  rule,  the  exceptions  are  alarmingly  large  and  increasing. 

We  doubt  not  that  this  is  too  sweeping  for  any  average  community,  although 
Bro.  ViNCiL  ought  to  know  better  than  we  do  about  that  which  lies  under  his  imme- 
diate observation ;  we  feel  sure  that  it  is  far  too  sweeping  for  this  grand  jurisdiction. 
If  it  were  true,  as  a  rule,  that  in  any  community  many  members  of  the  Craft  were  the 
worst  characters  in  it,  we  should  say  that  the  inevitable  inference  would  be  that  on 
some  lives  Masonry  had  a  frightfully  bad  influence.  We  fear  that  Bro.  ViNCiL's  in- 
tense earnestness  in  his  crusade  against  saloon-keeping,  and  his  desire  to  induce 
others  to  embark  in  it — manifest  in  this  instance  by  his  remarks  following  those  above 
quoted — sometimes  leads  him  unconsciously  to  overdraw  his  pictures. 

And  right  here,  in  order  that  he  may  not  misapprehend  us,  we  want  to  say  that 
we  think  we  abhor  the  evils  of  intemperance,  and  abhor  the  business  of  those  who 
live  by  pandering  to  the  appetites,  passions  and  vices  of  their  fellow  men,  as  much 
as  he  can,  and  that  from  the  time  we  became  a  member  of  a  lodge  we  have  never 
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casl  a  Masonic  ballot  that  was  not  in  logical  harmony  with  the  proposition  that  those 
who  so  live  do  not  come  up  to  the  stature  imposed  by  the  ancient  charges  which  re- 
quire tliat  persons  admitted  members  of  a  lodge  must  be  no  "  scandalous  men,  but  of 
good  report.''''  We  have  needed  no  legislation  to  enable  us  to  so  interpret  the  law, 
or  to  make  the  law  thus  interpreted  effective.  But  much  as  we  abhor  drunkenness 
and  drunkard-making,  we  do  not  believe  the  injury  done  to  Masonry  by  intemper- 
ance among  its  members,  or  by  the  scandal  of  having  Masons  engaged  in  the  disrep- 
utable calling  of  saloon-keeping,  is  at  all  comparable  to  the  mischief  that  will  be  in- 
flicted upon  it  by  bringing  political  questions  into  our  lodge  rooms  to  become  the 
subjects  of  debate  and  legislation.  The  question  whether  Masonry  will  enact  prohi- 
bition is  not  alone  a  moral  question ;  it  has  become  a  political  question  as  well,  be- 
cause it  is  identical  with  the  question  on  which  partisans  divide,  and  while  it  remains 
so,  it  belongs  to  that  category  against  which  the  ancient  charges  say  we  are  resolved, 
"as  what  never  yet  conduced  to  the  welfare  of  the  lodge  and  never  will." 

We  have  seen  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  invoke  the  explosion  which  legislation 
on  a  subject  so  charged  with  the  dynamite  of  party  politics  involves,  in  order  to  enable 
brethren  armed  with  the  irresponsible  ballot  to  keep  improper  persons  out  of  the  Frater- 
nity. It  is  equally  unnecessary  to  legislate  in  order  to  enable  lodges  to  rid  them- 
selves of  those  who  bring  scandal  upon  the  Institution  by  their  vocations. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  has  not  legislated  on  the  question  of  saloon-keep- 
ing, and  yet  it  has  found  no  difficulty  in  sustaining  its  lodges  in  their  efforts  to  inflict 
discipline  for  selling  liquor  in  violation  of  law.  And  so  it  will  be  found  everywhere 
as  a  rule.  Occasionally  a  Masonic  lodge  gets  on  the  down  grade  through  some  un- 
fortunate chain  of  circumstances  until  it  becomes  a  stench  that  has  to  be  abated.  But 
as  a  rule  a  Masonic  lodge,  so  far  from  being  a  demoralizing  and  degrading  influence 
in  a  community,  is  a  conservator  of  public  order,  decency  and  morality,  and  does  not 
need  the  prodding  of  continual  legislation  by  the  grand  lodge  to  keep  it  fully  abreast 
of  the  best  sentiment  of  society  around  it.  Consider  the  fact  that  in  its  earlier  his- 
tory, when  everybody  drank  intoxicating  drinks,  the  almost  universal  meeting  place 
of  the  lodge  was  in  the  tavern,  and  that  yet,  in  a  comparatively  new  State  like  Illi- 
nois, peopled  largely  by  immigrants  from  localities  where  drinking  was  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception,  fourteen  years  ago  the  grand  lodge  could  embody  in  its 
code  a  provision  absolutely  excluding  any  kind  of  intoxicating  drink  from  all  Ma- 
sonic premises  without  a  ripple  of  opposition,  and  it  will  be  seen  beyond  all  cavil 
that  Masonry  is  no  dead  weight  upon  the  advancing  sentiment  of  the  age  towards 
cleaner,  soberer,  and  purer  lives. 

But  the  crowning  objection  to  the  legislation  which  Bro.  ViNCiL  and  others  are 
now  urging,  is  that  it  sets  the  dangerous  precedent  of  tampering  with  the  terms  of 
the  ancient  law,  and  opens  the  door  for  wider  and  still  wider  departures  as  the  inev- 
itable result  follows  of  weakening  in  the  individual  Mason  his  sense  of  the  sacred - 
ness  of  his  obligation  not  to  make  innovations  in  the  body  of  Masonry. 

Bro.  ViNCiL  characterizes  Bro.  Clements'  oration  as  being  of  considerable 
length  and  some  merit,  and  notes  the  fact  that  it  was  well  received.  Of  Bro.  GuR- 
ney's  report  on  correspondence,  he  says: 
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The  review,  now  under  notice,  is  the  last  Masonic  work  of  the  lamented  Bro.  Gurney.  It 
covers  over  200  pages,  and  is  one  of  the  ablest  of  his  many  great  productions.  To  this  writer  the 
work  of  reviewing  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  made  to  this  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  session,  by 
Bro.  Gurney,  is  a  sad  vindertaking.  The  deeply  affecting  fact  crowds  upon  the  thought  "  he  is  gone 
from  us  forever,"  while  the  living  presence  of  the  author  blazes  upon  every  page  and  in  every  line. 
The  difficulty  is  too  great  to  realize  what  is  true — "  Bro.  Gurney  is  dead."  No,  not  dead,  but  only 
passed  on  before  to  realms  of  light  and  life,  where  there  is  no  death.  The  promptings  of  the  moment 
are  to  elaborately  express  the  appreciation,  admiration  and  affection  long  entertained  by  this  com- 
mittee for  tlie  illustrious  departed.  But  it  is  so  much  easier  to  think  than  to  write,  as  the  pen  almost 
refuses  to  obey  the  will  in  this  short  tribute.  To  confess  incapacity  to  perform  such  a  work  of  love 
is  to  be  honest,  as  it  is  truly  felt  that  very  few  can  do  justice  to  the  memory  of  the  departed.  Hence, 
this  writer  shrinks  from  the  undertaking  lest  he  trench  upon  the  sacred  domain  which  belongs  alone 
to  those  who  are  competent  to  present  a  correct  portrait  of  the  most  philosophical  thinker  of  the 
American  Masonic  Grand  Lodges.  Let  some  Illinois  writer,  who,  while  performing  a  work  of  love, 
paint  the  deceased  as  he  was,  because  known  to  the  author.  Bro.  Gurney  did  not  belong  to  Illinois 
alone.  The  intelligent,  reading,  thinking  Masonic  world  claimed  him.  The  light  did  shine  beyond 
the  limits  of  his  own  jurisdiction,  and  could  not  be  confined  by  State  lines.  Others  saw  it,  and  many 
rejoiced  in  that  light,  glorified  "  our  Father  in  Heaven,"  because  of  the  truths  he  taught  and  the 
life  he  lived.  The  world  was  better  by  such  a  life,  and  humanity  caught  grander  and  higher  inspira- 
tions from  the  potent  forces  and  elevating  influences  thrown  forth  by  the  massive  mind  and  noble 
heart  of  our  beloved  Bro.  Gurney.  Some  e.xtracts  must  be  made  from  his  last  production,  and  they 
may  serve  as  fresh  reminders  to  the  readers  of  this  Report  that  Bro.  Gurney  lived  and  thought  and 
labored.  He  was  strong  and  cogent  in  his  arguments  against  modern  "  Riteism,"  after  which  many 
have  gone,  as  Israel  of  old  followed  "  strange  gods."  He  opposed  recognizing,  as  legitimate,  such 
Grand  Bodies  as  claim  great  powers,  and  act  independently  of  the  original  Craft.  Here  are  his 
views  and  they  are  mighty  to  the  pulling  down  of  the  lofty  and  pretentious  fabrics  of  "  Councils  " 
and  "Orients."  " 

Concluding  his  quotation  with  the  sentence  in  which  Bro.  Gurney  asked  "Why 
were  the  '  Grand  Lodges  '  of  the  Mexican  States  recognized  by  the  brethren  of  the 
District  of  Cohtmbia  and  other  jurisdictions  ?" — Bro.  ViNCiL  talks  thus  squarely  to 
the  point  : 

Yes,  why?  This  committee  has  been  urged  and  pressed  to  recommend  the  recognition  of 
bodies  in  the  "  Mexican  States  "  believed  to  be  the  issue  of  sources  foreign  to  legitimate  Masonry. 
The  answer  has  been  "Nay,  verily."  With  Bros.  Gurney  and  Vaux  this  committee  announces  that 
"  he  will  '  stand  still  upon  the  eternal  foundations  of  Masonry  '  in  this  regard,  and  will  never  con" 
cede  a  point  that  strikes  a  blow  at  every  feature  of  our  original  Institution." 

He  also  asks  to  be  allowed  to  say  "amen"  to  Bro.  Gurney's  remark  concern- 
ing the  past  master's  degree — "  Better  kick  the  abnormity  out.  It  has  no  place  in 
the  Craft,  no  more  than  the  degree  of  Kadosh,"  and  heartily  endorses  his  views  con- 
cerning boards  of  relief. 

After  copying  the  conclusion  to  Bro.  Gurney's  report,  written  by  another  hand, 
he  says : 

It  is  a  sad  thought  that  the  pen  laid  down  by  the  illustrious  Gurney  will  never  be  taken  up  again. 
Others  may  write  reports  for  the  jurisdiction  he  served  and  honored.  But  they  will  not  be  the  re- 
ports he  would  have  written.  The  cultured  Christian  gentleman,  the  philosophical  thinker,  the 
learned  Mason  and  fearless  champion  of  the  right  has  ceased  to  labor.  "  He  rests  from  his  labors," 
and  has  entered  upon  higher,  grander  ministries.     Peace  to  his  dust — honor  to  his  memory. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  has  a  constituent  lodge,  Toltec,  No.  520,  in  the 
City  of  Mexico,  composed  of  English-speaking  Masons  of  unquestioned  lineage,  char- 
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tered  in  1883.  Since  then  the  so-called  "Grand  Lodge  of  the  Federal  District  of 
Mexico"  has  been  formed  in  that  country,  and  the  question  of  what  Missouri  will 
do  with  Toltec  Lodge  is  likely  to  come  to  the  front.  Bro.  Vincil  says  of  the  situa- 
tion : 

Must  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  abandon  the  lodge  in  Mexico,  when  she  had  a  right  to 
create  it  ?  She  is  under  no  obligations  to  leave  that  lodge  without  fostering  care  and  protection.  As 
a  question  of  policy  and  fraternity,  the  matter  may  assume  a  different  shape.  When  that  issue  is 
brought  up  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  will  be  ready  to  meet  it.  Personally  this  writer  would  pre- 
fer that  Toltec  Lodge  should  transfer  its  allegiance  to  the  Legal  Grand  Lodge  where  it  is  located, 
and  hold  connection  where  it  can  render  service  to  the  home  government.  Toltec  Lodge  can  thus 
preserve  an  existence  just  the  same  as  if  in  obedience  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  pay  its  dues  to 
that  body,  make  its  reports  and  be  recognized  as  a  factor  in  Masonry,  yet  maintain  its  present  form 
of  work  and  ceremony,  affording  all  that  was  desired  or  contemplated  in  its  creation.  These  are  the 
views  of  the  Missouri  Committee,  and  it  is  believed  by  the  writer  that  he  reflects  the  sentiments  of 
his  Grand  Lodge.  One  thing  is  certain,  Missouri  seeks  and  desires  no  controversy  on  this  subject. 
It  will  not  be  profitable.     This  is  all  the  present  writer  has  to  say  now. 

Bro.  Vincil  apparently  regards  this  case  as  similar  to  that  of  certain  Masonic 
lodges  in  New  Mexico,  in  which  his  creditable  course  is  remembered  by  all  the  old 
reviewers.  But  into  this  case  comes  an  entirely  new  element — the  question  of  the 
genesis  of  the  so-called  lodges  that  have  assumed  to  create  a  "  Masonic"  power  in 
that  country ;  and  whoever  discusses  it  will  find  themselves  confronted  at  the  outset 
by  the  same  question  which  Bro.  Gurney  put  to  ]>ro.  Singleton,  to  which  Bro. 
Vincil  referred  in  his  remarks  above  quoted. 

Bro.  Vincil  of  course  takes  the  ground  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut 
must  be  sustained  in  disciplining  Hiram  Lodge,  but  fears  that  the  end  of  the  unfor- 
tunate affair  is  not  yet ;  condemns  the  Georgia  practice  of  expelling  brethren  for 
non  payment  of  dues;  says  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  will  never  become  a  party 
to  the  Kilkenny  cat  fight  now  raging  between  the  gladiators  in  the  "  High  Rite 
Arena,"  and  says  it  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  conclude  that  there  is  no  Ma- 
sonry in  these  Rites  whose  members  are  always  wrangling  over  their  claims  to  legit- 
imacy; says  of  "  right  bower  "  as  applied  to  him  by  the  North  Carolina  committee, 
that  it  "  may  be  a  good  literary  term,  but  it  is  not  Masonic,"  and  that  he  disclaims 
"the  'soft  impeachment'  and  application,"  which  is  the  first  time  we  ever  knew  a 
Missourian  to  decline  to  take  up  the  right  bower ;  justly  finds  fault  with  the  Texas 
rule  that  when  a  past  master  has  lost  his  membership  in  the  grand  lodge  by  dimitting 
from  the  lodge  over  which  he  presided,  his  subsequent  affiliation  with  that  lodge  does 
not  restore  him  to  membership  in  the  grand  lodge ;  and  says  many  other  interesting 
things  with  some  of  which  we  agree  and  with  others  disagree,  but  nothing  in  which 
he  so  puts  a  whole  volume  into  a  single  line  as  when  he  says:  "  Character  is  the 
work  of  time,  and  character  is  destiny." 
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MONTANA,  1887. 


Montana  continues  the  commendable  practice  of  putting  the  pictures  of  her 
good-looking  grand  masters  to  the  fore,  and  this  year  presents  as  a  frontispiece  of  its 
elegantly  printed  volume  of  proceedings  the  portrait  of  the  retiring  grand  master, 
Samuel  Word. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Helena,  Oct.  5.  The  representative  of  Illinois  was  at 
his  accustomed  place  in  the  southeast. 

After  the  body  had  been  duly  purged  and  tiled,  the  grand  secretary  made  a  pre- 
liminary i-eport  showing  that  a  constitutional  quorum,  duly  qualified,  was  present,  the 
grand  lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form.  The  report  of  the  committee  on  credentials 
and  the  general  report  of  the  grand  secretary  preceded  the  delivery  of  the  grand 
master's  address,  as  did  also  the  introduction  and  formal  welcome,  at  different  times, 
of  Past  Grand  Master  Rob  Morris,  of  Kentucky,  and  Past  Grand  Master  J.  H.  Mc- 
Leary,  of  Texas.  Subsequently,  Past  Grand  Master  N.  W.  McCoNNELL,  of  Ten- 
nessee, now  Chief  Justice  of  Montana,  was  welcomed  with  like  honors.  Bro;  Mor- 
ris on  his  reception  made  a  brief  but  very  complimentary  speech,  and  presented  an 
original  poem,  which  we  regret  our  space  will  not  permit  us  to  copy. 

The  grand  master  announced  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Hugh  Duncan, 
one  of  the  Masons  who  helped  to  organize  the  grand  lodge.  He  became  a  Mason 
in  Scotland,  the  land  of  his  nativity.  He  always  sang  "  Burns'  Adieu  "  at  the  clos- 
ing of  the  grand  lodge,  and  the  adoption  of  the  tribute  of  the  special  committee,  to 
his  memory,  was  supplemented  by  a  vote  to  continue  to  close  with  the  singing  of  his 
favorite  song,  so  that  the  pleasant  associations  of  the  past  might  be  transmitted  to  the 
future.  The  grand  secretary  adds  a  note  at  the  end  of  the  journal,  stating  that  des- 
perate attempts  were  made  to  sing  it  after  the  close  of  the  grand  lodge,  "  but  it  was 
painfully  apparent  that  the  voice  of  the  Master  Minstrel  was  hushed  forever,  and  as 
yet  none  appeared  who  could  supply  his  place." 

Of  Masons  generally  and  of  Masonry  in  the  territory  which  is  doing  business  at 
the  old  stand  and  offering  great  attractions  to  Settlers,  he  says  : 

Take  them  as  a  body,  they  are  good  citizens,  upright,  moral  men.  In  private  and'public  vir- 
tues they  surely  compare  favorably  with  other  classes  of  society.  They  are  ever  prominent  in  the 
performance  of  those  duties  which  belong  to  the  law-abiding,  high-minded,  charitable  and  virtuous 
living  men,  and  exemplify  the  attributes  that  go  to  make  up  genuine  manhood. 

*****  ***** 

The  march  of  Masonry  in  its  mission  of  love  and  charity  in  this  territory  is  keeping  pace  with 
the  steady  tread  of  civilization,  the  increase  of  population  and  wealth  and  the  advance  of  science, 
learning  and  commerce  within  its  limits.  From  a  comparatively  wild  waste  but  a  few  short  years 
ago,  our  young  territory  has  grown  to  be  great — great  in  all  the  elements  of  wealth  and  prosperity. 
It  is  rapidly  filling  up  with  people  of  sterling  qualities,  who  are  determined  to  place  it  in  front  of  all 
Western  commiuiities.  Railroads  are  adding  to  its  wealth  and  greatness.  Its  mines  of  silver,  gold 
and  copper  were  never  in  so  prosperous  a  condition.  Its  soil  continues  to  yield  marvelous  products. 
Labor  in  all  departments  of  industry  is  productive  and  amply  compensated.     Our  people  are  happy. 
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It  affords  me  unbounded  pleasure  to  congratulate   you   upon   these  blessings   so  bountifully  vouch- 
safed by  the  Great  Giver  of  all  good. 

The  question  whether  the  amount  necessary  to  entitle  a  brother  to  reinstatement, 
who  had  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  should  include  dues  for  the  period 
of  suspension  was  presented  to  him,  and  his  decision,  made  without  consulting  any 
authority  but  his  own  sense  of  equity  and  common  justice,  is  good  law  as  well  as 
good  sense.  He  could  not  see  how  dues  could  be  exacted  for  a  time  during  which 
the  suspended  brother  was  denied  all  the  privileges  of  Masonry.  Equally  sensible 
and  correct  was  his  decision  that  the  loss  of  the  sight  of  one  eye,  that  of  the  other 
being  good,  did  not  disqualify  a  candidate  for  the  degrees. 

He  urged  a  thorough  exemplification  of  the  work  because  many  of  the  repre- 
sentatives desired  to  acquire  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  ritual  as  sanctioned  by  the 
grand  lodge,  there  being,  in  consequence  of  their  members  being  drawn  from  differ- 
ent States,  great  diversity  in  what  was  known  as  the  Montana  work.     He  says  : 

Some  of  us  who  have  felt  a  great  interest  in  this  matter,  have  secured  the  services  of  Brother 
Rob  Morris,  of  Kentucky,  in  the  hope  of  profiting  by  his  thorough  knov/ledge  and  vast  experience 
in  all  that  pertains  to  Masonry.  Of  the  three  score  and  ten  years  he  has  lived,  forty-two  years  have 
been  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Masonry.  For  almost  a  generation  he  has  stood  as  a  beacon  light  in 
the  Masonic  world,  lighting  the  pathway  to  all  that  is  noble  and  grand  in  Masonry.  His  name  is  a 
household  word  in  Masonic  circles.  His  fame  is  confined  to  no  one  nation  or  principality.  His 
writings  and  teachings  will  ever  exist  as  monuments  of  his  zeal  and  learning,  while  the  record  of  his 
achievements  will  endure  forever. 

During  the  sessions  the  Weed  work  was  exemplified  by  Bro.  Morris,  who  also 
addressed  the  grand  lodge  on  its  genealogy.  It  was  adopted  as  the  Montana  work, 
and  steps  taken  to  secure  its  dissemination  and  perpetuation.  In  recognition  of  his 
services  $2CX5  was  unanimously  appropriated  to  Bro.  Morris. 

The  grand  lodge  adopted  the  special  report  of  the  committee  on  correspondence 
advising  delay  in  the  recognition  of  the  grand  lodges  recently  formed  in  several  ot 
the  Mexican  States  (which  he  had  already  decided  to  recommend),  because  of  the 
receipt  at  a  late  hour  of  a  copy  of  the  official  proceedings  of  the  "  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Federal  District,"  announcing  a  new  departure  in  the  establishment  of  the  "Cen- 
tral Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  United  Mexican  States." 
He  thus  sizes  up  the  new  bantling : 

The  purpose  seems  to  be  the  same  as  a  General  Grand  Lodge.  Its  membership  will  be  com- 
posed of  representatives  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  separate  States  and  from  those  that  hold 
charters  directly  from  the  Central  Grand  Lodge,  as  is  the  case  now  in  the  organization  of  our  Chap- 
ters and  Commanderies.  This  Central  Grand  Lodge  will  conduct  all  correspondence  with  Foreign 
Grand  Lodges,  and  will  much  simplify  matters,  for  there  are  about  thirty  Mexican  States,  and  if 
each  had  its  Grand  Lodge  to  correspond  with,  we  should  soon  have  our  hands  full.  The  magnitude 
of  the  undertaking  would  deter  many  from  granting  recognition,  who  would  otherwise  feel  inclined 
to  be  friendly.  For  this  reason  and  no  other,  until  advised  of  the  organization  of  this  Central  Grand 
Lodge,  we  ask  further  delay. 

Recognition  of  the  grand  lodges  of  Porto  Rico  and  Peru  was  recommended  and 
of  course  accomplished,  and  the  grand  lodge  adopted  resolutions  reported  by  the 

lot 
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same  committee  interdicting  intercourse  with  Hiram  Lodge  and  its  adherents,  and 
with  any  lodges  chartered  in  the  Australian  provinces  of  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria, by  the  grand  lodges  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland  subsequently  to  the  rec- 
ognition of  the  grand  lodges  of  those  provinces  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Montana. 

Two  charters  were  granted,  one  of  them  conditionally ;  the  grand  lodge  sat 
down  to  a  banquet  prepared  by  the  Helena  Masons,  in  the  evening  following  the 
closing  session,  after  having  previously  sat  down,  with  nearly  as  much  unanimity,  on 
a  proposition  to  reverse  the  grand  master's  ruling  on  the  one-eyed  candidate. 

James  W.  Hathaway,  of  Helena,  was  elected  grand  master;  Cornelius 
Hedges,  Helena,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (p.  103)  is  as  usual  by  the  grand  secretary.  Past 
Grand  Master  Cornelius  Hedges,  and  as  usual  is  entirely  written  out.  He  gives 
seven  and  one-half  pages  to  lUinots,  six  of  which  are  given  to  Bro.  Gurney's  report. 
He  says  that  Grand  Master  Darrah's  address  extends  to  about  thirty  pages  without 
being  prolix,  and  alluding  to  the  cessation  of  correspondence  between  England  and 
Illinois,  remarks  thereon : 

Notwithstanding  some  expressed  surprise  and  regret  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  should 
take  offense  at  her  offspring  being  declared  illegitimate,  we  hardly  see  how  a  decent  self-respect  could 
have  passed  it  in  silence,  any  more  than  a  spirited  man  would  allow  the  sacred  name  of  his  mother 
to  be  wantonly  aspersed. 

Illinois  has  expressed  no  surprise  at  the  course  England  has  pursued,  nor  has 
she  felt  any ;  and  while  she  regrets  the  disruption  of  friendly  relations  in  any  direc- 
tion, and  as  much  in  this  case  as  in  any  other,  she  has  no  regrets  for  the  act,  nor  ex- 
cu.ses  to  offer  for  keeping  the  engagements  she  entered  into  when  she  recognized  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  as  the  only  ultimate  authority  as  to  the  legitimacy  of  lodges 
in  that  province ;  and  if  any  other  grand  lodge  after  having  entered  into  like  en- 
gagements wishes  to  demonstrate  its  sovereign  capacity  for  inconsequential  action  by 
making  faces  at  the  do-somethings  and  assailing  their  acts  as  "  wanton,"  she  will  try 
and  live  through  it. 

He  says  the  views  of  our  committee  on  jurisprudence  relative  to  voluntary  dimis- 
sion  are  taken  from  a  rather  transcendental  standpoint ;  compliments  Grand  Secre- 
tary MuNN  for  a  brief  report  and  other  things  not  mentioned ;  and  says  of  Bro. 
Clements'  oration  that  it  shows  patient  research,  and  that  it  is  good  of  its  kind,  but 
not  of  the  kind  that  he  likes. 

Bro.  Hedges  seems  to  have  misapprehended  our  language  in  our  brief  conclu- 
sion to  Bro.  Gurney's  report,  and  to  have  supposed  that  we  reviewed  all  the  pro- 
ceedings from  New  York  on,  in  alphabetical  order.  All  the  grand  lodges  noticed 
were  reviewed  by  Bro.  Gurney  ;  we  wrote  only  the  few  brief  sentences  headed 
"Conclusion."  Bro.  Hedges  is  therefore  correct  in  his  supposition  that  the  review 
of  his  grand  lodge  was  from  Bro.  Gurney's  pen,  and  which  leads  him  to  say  that  he 
will  endeavor  to  bear  in  mind  that  he  is  answering  one  who  cannot  answer  again. 
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We  confess  that  in  what  follows  it  sometimes  seems  to  us  that  he  does  not  quite 
succeed  in  doing  this.  However  this  may  be,  he  succeeds  in  dodging  the  point  of 
what  he  properly  calls  the  severe  criticism  of  Bro.  Gurney  on  the  Montana  regula- 
tion touching  non-affiliates.  The  criticism  was  severe,  but  it  was  merited.  The  reg- 
ulation imposes  certain  disabilities  upon  non-affiliates,  but  provides  that  by  contrib- 
uting to  some  chartered  lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  its  regular  dues,  those  disabilities 
shall  be  lifted  or  forefended.  One  of  these  disabilities  is  that  he  "  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  Masonic  charity."  In  the  words  of  Bro.  Hedges  he  is  not  what  our  O.  B. 
denominates  "  a  worthy  brother."  Yet  the  inevitable  logic  of  the  Montana  proposi- 
tion is  that  by  the  payment  of  a  money  consideration  he  is  entitled  to  Masonic  char- 
ity, and  becomes  what  Bro.  H.  would  call  a  worthy  brother.  With  this  statement  of 
the  case  we  will  let  Bro.  Hedges  himself  demonstrate  who  it  is  that  begs  the  ques- 
tion, and  whether  Bro.  Gurney  was  right  or  wrong  in  saying  that  the  principle  in- 
volved in  the  regulation  was  that  of  an  insurance  agency  : 

His  criticism  of  our  regulation  touching  non-affiliates  seems  exceedingly  severe.  He  says 
that  "  it  drops  our  grand  lodge  from  its  exalted  position  as  a  charitable  body  to  that  of  an  insurance 
.-igency."  To  sustain  this  rather  broad  assertion,  broader  ones  follow.  He  says  "  If  a  non-affiliate 
declines  the  payment  of  lodge  dues  he  is  cut  off  from  Masonic  charity."  Our  resolution  simply 
says  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  Masonic  charity.  He  is  not  what  our  O.  B.  denominates  "  a  worthy 
brother."  It  does  not  seal  up  the  fountains  of  charity,  but  only  declares  such  an  one  is  not  entitled 
to  it.  If  all  were  like  him  the  fountain  of  charity  would  be  a  dry  one.  We  make  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  worthy  and  the  unworthy.  We  say  that  one  who  labors  in  the  Masonic  vineyard,  or 
what  is  the  same  thing,  contributes  of  his  substance  to  keep  the  fountain  full  and  flowing,  is  entitled 
when  in  distress  to  draw  from  that  fountain,  while  the  other  who  will  do  nothing  to  help  others 
when  he  is  able  has  a  poor  claim  upon  the  charity  of  others.  We  do  not  forbid  any  Mason  to  bestow 
charity  upon  the  unworthy,  and  we  are  all  doing  it  all  the  time.  To  go  further  as  Bro.  Gurney  does 
and  deduce  what  he  asserts  that  the  brother  who  does  pay  dues,  under  our  regulation,  has  a  legal 
claim  to  charity  which  he  could  enforce  in  a  civil  tribunal  is  not  warranted  by  any  construction  of 
language.  We  should  be  amused  to  see  the  pleadings  in  such  a  case  of  one  seeking  to  enforce  a  de- 
mand for  charity.  By  the  very  force  of  the  term,  charity,  it  cannot  become  in  any  case  a  legal  de- 
mand. Charity,  if  it  means  anything,  means  a  bestowal  voluntarily  of  that  which  the  applicant  has 
no  right  to  demand,  except  as  being  worthy  and  in  distress,  his  cl.aims  appeal  more  strongly  to  the 
charitable  disposition  of  the  lodge  and  its  members.  The  brother  tries  hard  to  beg  the  question,  but 
we  refuse  to  give  an  affirmative  answer  in  the  case.  If  there  is  any  such  fundamental  law  in  Ma- 
sonrj'  as  entitles  one  who  has  once  received  the  degrees  in  some  part  of  the  world,  to  be  forever  a 
pensioner  upon  the  bounty  of  all  Masons,  without  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  continuing  mutual  duties 
and  obligations,  we  know  nothing  of  it  and  do  not  believe  it  exists.  A  Masonic  lodge,  a  brother 
Mason,  who  makes  no  distinction  between  the  worthy  and  the  unworthy  in  the  bestowment  of  charity, 
is,  in  our  judgment,  a  very  poor  minister  of  charity.  He  becomes  a  patron  and  encourager  of 
worthless  tramps,  and  converts  the  broad  mantle  of  charity  into  a  dirty  dish  rag.  Out  upon  such 
unworthy  and  profane  nonsense  !  Charity  must  be  discriminating  or  it  may  become  a  panderer  to 
vice,  a  supporter  and  encourager  of  depravity  and  worthlessness. 

He  denies  the  statement  of  Bro.  Gurney  that  the  lodges  in  New  South  Wales 
were  unhampered  in  their  attempts  to  organize  a  grand  lodge,  and  says  that  the  reason 
a  majority  of  the  lodges  did  not  participate  in  that  organization  was  that  they  were 
under  duress.  We  give  this  statement  of  Bro.  Hedges,  because  it  is  made  in  answer 
to  Bro.  Gurney's  question  whether  the  relations  between  the  new  grand  lodge  and 
the  grand  lodges  of  the  mother  country  were  not  pleasant. 
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If  we  had  a  few  hours,  instead  of  a  few  minutes  before  this  "copy"  must  be  in 
the  express  office  on  its  way  to  the  printer,  we  should  like  to  copy  all  that  he  says 
on  the  general  subject  of  the  following  quotation,  and  to  review  it.  We  can  only 
quote  a  small  portion : 

We  do  not  subscribe  for  a  single  share  in  the  stock  of  the  assertions  that  grand  masters  pre- 
ceded grand  lodges,  or  that  grand  lodges  preceded  subordinate  lodges,  or  that  all  that  deserves  to 
be  called  legitimate  Masonry  in  the  world  came  from  England.  Undoubtedly  Masonry  was  intro- 
duced into  the  American  coloniss  from  Great  Britain,  but  the  seeds  of  the  institution  in  substance 
have  been  discovered  floating  around  in  all  ages  and  countries,  and  are  entitled  to  be  considered  just 
as  genuine  and  legitimate  as  the  seed  that  was  scattered  in  Great  Britain  and  germinated  there.  In 
the  same  way  as  those  who  held  the  faith  of  Abraham  are  entitled  to  be  called  the  seed  of  Abraham. 
So  those  who  hold  substantially  the  same  Masonic  faith,  under  whatever  diversities  of  language  and 
ceremony,  we  feel  inclined  to  fraternize  with.  We  are  accustomed  to  think  and  profess  that  it  is  our 
O.  B.  and  not  the  particularity  with  which  we  can  trace  our  genealogy  that  makes  us  a  Mason,  and 
we  look  with  fraternal  interest  upon  all  who  have  taken  a  similar  O.  B.  under  some  general  organi- 
zation in  other  lands  that  ensures  a  fair  degree  of  confidence  in  its  regulaiity. 

Like  Bro.  Hedges  we  do  not  take  stock  in  the  assertions — so  long  unques- 
tioned— that  grand  masters  preceded  grand  lodges,  or  that  grand  lodges  preceded 
lodges.  That  has  been  disproved.  But  the  same  studies  that  have  disproved  it  have 
shown  that  there  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence,  and  not  even  a  probability  that  any  of 
the  seeds  which  have  been,  as  he  asserts,  floating  round  in  all  ages  and  countries, 
ever  germinated  outside  of  Great  Britain.  His  readiness  to  accord  recognition  to  the 
hybrid  bodies  of  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  the  Mexican  and  the  South  American  States  upon 
the  supposition  that  their  members  have  taken  upon  themselves  some  covenants  sim- 
ilar to  those  which  he  has  assumed,  shows  what  sort  of  an  organization  he  would  re- 
gard as  likely  to  insure  a  fair  degree  of  confidence  in  its  regularity. 

But  his  assumption  of  the  regularity  of  these  organizations  in  other  lands  rests 
on  the  ungrounded  postulate  that  at  the  time  Masonry  took  its  present  form  in  Brit- 
ain, there  was  lots  of  other  Masonry  lying  round  loose  elsewhere.  There  was  none. 
He  inherited  his  Masonry  direct  from  Britain,  and  when  he  became  dowered  with 
its  privileges,  he  also  took  upon  himself  its  responsibilities,  and  among  these  was  the 
obligation  which  no  amount  of  declamation  can  obscure,  much  less  wipe  out,  to  dis- 
countenance all  impostors  and  dissenters  from  the  original  plan  of  Masonry. 

We  regret  that  we  cannot  call  attention  to  much  more  that  is  of  interest  in  this 
report,  but  the  moments  fly  too  fast. 


NEBRASKA,  1887. 


The  grand  lodge  met  at  Omaha,  June  15.  The  representative  of  Illinois  was 
not  present.  A  lodge  of  Master  Masons  having  been  opened  in  ample  form  "  as  re- 
quired by  the  Law  of  Freemasonry  in  Nebraska,"  the  roll  was  called  and  it  being 
ascertained  that  a  constitutional  number  of  lodges  was  represented,  the  grand  lodge 
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was  declared  open.     If  there  is  any  common  sense  basis  for  this  play  of  opening  two 
bodies,  we  should  like  to  be  informed  of  it.     It  makes  us  tired. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Charles  K.  Coutant)  is  a  business  paper, 
prefaced  with  the  least  bit  of  preaching,  but  that  bit  very  good.  lie  says  the  year 
closed  has  been  in  the  main  one  of  great  progress  for  the  State  ;  has  been  blessed 
with  a  fair  measure  of  health  and  prosperity,  and  of  this  general  prosperity  our  Fra- 
ternity has  had  its  reasonable  share. 

He  reports  twenty-two  decisions.  Among  them  we  notice  but  one  which  we 
suppose  to  be  based  on  general  law  that  is  not  in  accord  with  Illinois  precedents,  and 
that  is  the  following : 

No.  6.  On  a  Masonic  trial,  the  accused  claimed  the  right  to  have  present  in  the  lodge,  as 
counsel,  a  brother,  a  member  of  another  lodge.  Objection  being  made,  he  was  excluded  by  the 
master.  Query:  Was  the  action  of  the  master  correct  ?  Answer:  Legally,  yes.  (See  proceed- 
ings of  grand  lodge,  1S83,  page  463.)  The  right  of  a  brother  to  visit  a  lodge  is  an  act  of  courtesy. 
His  claiming  to  act  as  counsel,  or  appearing  as  such,  gives  him  no  additional  right.  He  is  still  only 
a  visiting  brother,  and  can  sit  in  the  lodge  only  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  members  present. 

In  1879  Grand  Master  GURNEY  had  to  deal  with  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  he 
held  that  the  right  ot  an  accused  brother  to  select  his  counsel  could  not  be  circum- 
vented in  that  way,  and  therefore  decided  that  counsel  so  employed  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  visitor  during  such  trial.  We  think  the  grand  lodge  did  wisely  in  affirm- 
ing Bro.  Gurney's  decision.  The  right  of  objection  to  visitors  did  not  gain  recog- 
nition on  any  such  grounds,  and  could  not  have  done  so.  A  proposition  to  make  use 
of  it  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  counsel,  at  the  time  when  the  power  to  limit  the 
right  of  visit  by  objection  was  first  urged,  would  surely  have  postponed  its  recogni- 
tion. 

The  grand  master  reproduces  correspondence  with  the  grand  secretary,  and  be- 
tween that  officer  and  the  grand  secretary  of  Michigan  as  to  the  status  of  Calvin  C. 
Burt,  and  finally  succeeded  in  getting  on  the  record  everything  necessary  to  show 
that  Burt  is  an  expelled  Mason.  Reproducing  the  circular  letter  of  invitation  to  the 
Chicago  convention,  the  grand  master  says : 

It  is  not  doubted  that  such  an  assembly  of  prominentofficers  and  past  ofificers  of  the  different 
jurisdictions  would  be  watched  with  interest  by  the  Fraternity,  and,  within  the_reasonable  bounds  in- 
ilicated  in  the  call,  the  discussions  might  result  in  the  establishment  of  uniformity  of  action  on  many 
questions  upon  which  wide  differences  exist  among  the  various  grand  bodies. 

The  grand  master  reported  he  had  withheld  permission  in  two  instances  in  which 
he  had  been  consulted,  for  lodges  to  hold  meetin_gs  in  halls  over  saloons,'and  sub- 
mitted the  question  to  the  grand  lodge.  A  committee  chosen  to  draft  a  law  on  the 
subject  had  permission  to  report  one  year  later. 

The  trustee  of  the  orphan  educational  fund  reported  the  amount  of  the  fund  at 
514,564.82,  and  the  grand  lodge  subsequently  took_the  following  action  : 

To  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska  : 

Your  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  referring  to  the  location  of  an 
Orphans'  Home  and  School  and  a  Home  for  Aged,  Infirm  and  Indigent  Masons,  would  respectfully 
report  as  follows  : 
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Resolved,  That  a  commission  of  seven  members  of  this  grand  lodge  be  appointed  to  ask  for 
proposals  for  the  location  of  a  Masonic  Orphans'  Home  and  School  and  a  Home  for  Indigent  Ma- 
sons and  their  families,  to  report  the  result  of  their  labors  to  the  grand  lodge  at  its  next  session,  with 
such  recommendations  as  they  deem  proper  regarding  its  location  and  the  best  manner  for  providing 
for  its  support  and  maintenance,  and  such  other  recommendations  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  seem 
for  the  best  interests  of  Freemasonry. 

We  wish  our  Nebraska  brethren  all  possible  success  in  this  noble  enterprise,  and 
a  happy  deliverance  from  such  evils  as  have  befallen  those  jurisdictions  that  have 
embarked  in  such  enterprises  on  a  plan  of  uniform,  and  hence  most  unequal,  per 
capita  taxation ;  unequal  because  it  compels  the  brother  who  beyond  his  living  ex- 
penses can  barely  scrape  enough  together  to  pay  his  lodge  dues,  to  pay  the  same 
amount  as  his  brother  whose  income  is  more  than  he  can  spend. 

The  jurisprudence  committee  having  under  consideration  the  status  of  Burt 
and  of  the  Ancient  Egyptian  Masonic  Rite  of  Memphis  (which  got  coupled  together 
in  the  grand  master's  address  and  on  both  of  which  he  asked  an  official  deliverance), 
reported : 

As  to  the  Masonic  standing  of  Calvin  C.  Burt,  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  that 
of  an  expelled  Mason.     With  the  Ancient  Egyptian  Masonic  Rite  of  Memphis  we  have  nothing  to  do. 

And  so  somebody's  plan  to  involve  the  grand  master  or  the  grand  lodge,  or 
both,  in  the  quarrels  of  the  arch  peace-disturbers,  miscarried. 

Relative  to  the  Chicago  gathering,  the  same  committee  reported  : 

As  to  the  invitation  to  the  grand  master  and  past  grand  masters  to  attend  a  meeting  iu  Chi- 
cago at  the  time  staled  is  appropriate,  and  we  should  be  pleased  to  have  as  many  of  those  grand 
officers  attend  as  can  conveniently  do  so. 

The  grand  orator,  Bro.  William  H.  Munger,  was  unable  to  be  present  but 
sent  in  an  interesting  address  on  the  duties  which  Masonry  owes  to  society. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  eight  charters  and  continued  four  dispensations ;  se- 
lected Lincoln  as  the  next  place  of  meeting ;  appropriated  ^5,000  to  be  loaned  to 
assist  in  establishing  an  orphans'  home  ;  approved  a  new  codification  of  the  constitu- 
tion, laws  and  decisions,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  forms  and  cere- 
monies and  report  next  year ;  and  placed  the  stamp  of  its  approval  on  the  word 
"  meeting,"  instead  of  the  word  "communication,"  to  characterize  congregations  of 
Masons. 

The  attention  of  Bro.  Brown,  of  Kansas,  is  called  to  the  following  conservative 
provision  of  the  Nebraska  law  relative  to  Masonic  offenses — identical  with  that  of 
Illinois : 

The  master  of  any  lodge  shall  not  permit  any  charges  or  specifications,  or  any  other  subject- 
matter,  either  written  or  oral,  involving  questions  of  a  political  or  sectarian  character,  to  be  read  in, 
or  in  any  manner  presented  to,  the  lodge. 

Milton  J.  Hull,  of  Edgar,  was  elected  grand  master ;  William  R.  Bowen, 
Omaha,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 
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NEVADA,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Reno,  June  14.  The  representative  of  Illinois  was  not 
present. 

The  grand  lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form,  and  due  proclamation  of  that  fact 
was  made  in  the  east,  west  and  south  by  the  grand  marshal. 

Christopher  Diehl,  grand  secretary  of  Utah,  was  formally  received,  and  pre- 
sented his  credentials  as  special  ambassador  from  that  jurisdiction  to  endeavor  to 
effect  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  differences  between  the  two  grand  lodges  grow- 
ing out  of  the  making,  by  Wasatch  Lodge,  at  Salt  Lake,  of  M.  D.  Foley,  a  citizen 
of  Nevada,  thrice  rejected  in  a  Nevada  lodge. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Henry  Rolfe)  reports  this  goodly  prospect : 

A  year  has  gone  since  last  we  met— a  year  of  peace  a  year  of  prosperity— with  no  discord  in 
our  ranks,  with  harmony  and  good  feeling  everywhere  prevailing  ;  and  more,  looking  outside  of  our 
own  body— looking  to  the  East,  to  the  West,  to  the  South,  and  to  the  North  (for  in  this  regard  the 
North  is  not  a  place  of  darkness),  we  find  here  where  we  meet,  and  all  around  us  throughout  this 
great  State,  signs  of  better  and  greater  times.  Our  State  is  prosperous ;  all  interests  growing  and 
improving. 

But  ten  days  after  the  last  communication,  he  had  been  compelled  to  convene 
the  grand  lodge  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  Past  Grand  Master  John  Curtis 
CuRRiE,  at  which  time  past  grand  masters  H.  S.  Mason  and  H.  L.  Fish  were  pres- 
ent and  made  remarks  of  love,  sympathy  and  remembrance  for  the  deceased. 

He  announced  also  the  death  of  Grand  Tiler  N.  C.  Haslund. 

He  quotes  the  following  from  a  letter  to  a  lodge  which  inquired  whether  a  peti- 
tion once  received  could  be  withdrawn  : 

Such  petition  is  then  the  property  of  the  lodge,  and  must  be  acted  upon.  This  rule  is  founded 
upon  the  best  of  all  reasons — sound  common  sense.  Otherwise,  every  profane  would  be  putting  a 
petition  in  with,  as  the  slangy  but  very  expressive  phrase  is,  a  string  to  it,  and  pulling  it  out  at  any 
time  upon  the  advice  of  some  over-zealous  friend  that  it  wouldn't  go. 

He  trusts  that  the  difference  with  Utah  can  be  settled  peaceably,  and  sees  no 
reason  for  such  long,  hair-splitting  debates  upon  the  question  as  they  have  had  in  the 
past. 

The  grand  lodge  was  quite  in  the  humor  to  make  up  with  the  Gi'and  Lodge  of 
Utah,  but  appointed  three  special  representatives  with  power  to  attend  the  next  an- 
nual communication  of  that  grand  lodge,  or  meet  a  like  commission  appointed  by  it, 
to  seek  out  the  real  offenders  in  the  matter  and  recommend  proper  punishment, 
Foley,  meanwhile,  to  be  still  debarred  from  Masonic  privileges  in  Nevada. 

The  following  hymn,  by  Grand  Secretary  Hammond,  sung  at  .the  opening  on 
the  second  morning,  has  merit  to  warrant  its  preservation  in  our  archives  : 
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OPENING  HYMN, 

[Tune,  America.'] 

[by  j.  d.  h.] 

Upon  the  checkered  floor, 
Shut  in  by  tyled  door, 

Again' we  meet ; 
From  mountain  and  from  mine. 
From  plains  of  glad  sunshine. 
Led  by  a' hand  divine. 

Old  friends  we  greet. 

About  our  altar  stand, 

Hand  linked  with  Brother's  hand. 

While  hearts  ascend  ; 
Join  now  with  loud,  acclaim 
To  praise  the  Holy  Name, 
Forevermore  the  same. 

Our  Guide  and  Friend. 

Hail  ye  on  land  or  sea. 
Brothers  in  charity, 

Good  men  and  true ; 
Hail  ye  who  love  the  light 
Of  truth  whose  power  and  might 
Shines  full  upon"our  sight, 

The^wide  world  through. 

In  conformity  with  a  time-honored  custom  the  grand  representatives  were  intro- 
duced in  a  body  by  the  grand  marshal,  received  with  the  grand  honors  and  wel- 
comed to  seats.  The  duty  of  responding,  which  years  agone  was  wont  to  be  per- 
formed by  Bro.  Robert  H.  Taylor,  as  dean  of  the  corps,  fell  now  upon  Bro. 
Trenmor  Coffin,  the  representative  from  Louisiana. 

The  grand  lodge  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence 
(contrary  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  grand  master)  that  an  appeal  lies  to  the 
grand  lodge  from  the  decision  of  a  commission  appointed  to  try  charges  against  a 
master  of  a  lodge.     In  this  case  the  commission  was  appointed  by  the  grand  lodge. 

It  will  gladden  the  heart  of  Bro.  Chadwick,  of  Oregon,  to  learn  that  in  the 
resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Renoites  for  courtesies  and  hospitalities  extended,  the  sis- 
ters of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  were  included. 

Adolphus  Leigh  Fitzgerald,  of  Eureka,  was  elected  grand  master;  Chaun- 
CEY  N.  NoTEWARE,  Carson,  grand  secretary. 

The  well  merited  thanks  of  the  grand  lodge  were  tendered  to  Bro.  John  D., 
Hammond  for  his  zealous  and  faithful  service  for  a  long  term  of  years  as  grand  sec- 
retary and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  correspondence. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  76)  is  characterized  by  the  same  excellence 
for  which  Bro.  Hammond's  previous  reviews  have  been  noted.     His  brethren  of  the 
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guild  will  all  regret  to  learn  that  it  is  his  last,  and  their  good  wishes  and  fraternal  re- 
membrances will  follow  him  into  his  retirement,  which,  in  concluding  his  review,  he 
thus  announces : 

Changes,  both  as  to  business  relations  and  as  to  domicile,  make  it  necessary  for  the  under- 
signed scribe  to  give  up  the  further  writing  of  correspondence  reports.  Like  many  another  thing  in 
this  Ufa,  the  work  has  been,  at  once,  an  irksome  task  and  a  constant  pleasure.  Tiresome  as  to  de- 
tails, yet  full  of  kindliest  sympathy  and  suggestion.  To  all  our  brethren  wheresoever  dispersed, 
but  especially  to  those  who  dwell  amid  these  mountains,  whom,  knowing  best,  we  most  esteem,  and 
from  whom  we  have  received  so  much  kindness,  we  ofier  our  hearty  greeting  and  our  best  wishes  for 
their  welfare.    May  we  all  be  good  vicK  and  true.    So  mote  it  be. 

Embraced  in  his  report  is  a  digest  of  decisions  compiled  from  the  proceedings 
reviewed. 

Bro.  Hammond's  report  is  made  up  almost  entirely  of  extracts,  yet  to  ft  singular 
degree  it  is  stamped  with  his  strong  personality.  Illinois  receives  her  due  share  of 
notice.  He  copies  the  opening  of  Grand  Master  Darrah's  address,  and  his  remarks 
on  vouching  for  visitors.     Of  the  oration,  he  says  : 

Brother  Clements  gave  an  oration,  in  which  he  attempts  to  prove  the  extreme  antiquity  of 
Masonry.     Boiled  down,  the  argument  is  simply  this  : 

1.  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  were  originally  bands  of  operative  masons. 

2.  The  Pyramids  of  Egypt  and  other  great  works  were  built  by  operative  masons. 

3.  Masonry  of  to-day  sprang  from  the  Egypt  builders. 

In  view  of  the  modern  German  and  English  histories,  such  claims  to  a  high  antiquity  are  cal- 
culated to  provoke  a  smile  rather  than  conviction. 

Extended  notice  is  given  to  that  "  noble  charity,"  the  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans' 
Home,  giving  an  eloquent  extract  from  the  remarks  of  the  grand  chaplain,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Thomas,  at  the  dedication.     Of  Bro.  Gurney's  report  he  says  : 

Brother  Gurney  has  another  of  his  elaborate  reports  on  correspondence.  Alas,  that  since  it 
was  furnished  he  has  been  called  away  from  earth.  We  had  not  the  privilege  of  his  personal  ac- 
quaintance, but  from  his  published  reports,  more  voluminous  than  any  Masonic  writer  now  in  the 
field,  we  had  learned  to  hold  him  in  high  regard  both  as  a  man  and  a  thinker.  So,  each  in  his  own 
way  and  time,  we  shall  all  pass  away.     May  our  work  be  well  done. 

He  is  glad  that  John  C.  Hunkapiller,  of  Alabama,  was  restored  to  member- 
ship, "  for  a  man  with  a  name  like  that  ought  to  have  some  friends;"  says  a  broad 
common  sense,  a  knowledge  of  the  landmarks  and  a  kind  heart  are  the  best  qualifi- 
cations for  Masonic  jurists;  that  the  experience  of  Nevada  is  not  favorable  to  life 
membership;  thinks  the  "  costume  business "  maybe  carried  to  excess,  which  re- 
minds us  of  what  the  late  Marshall  B.  Smith,  then  grand  master  of  New  Jersey, 
wrote  us  after  seeing  the  third  degree  conferred  in  a  lodge  somewhat  famous  for  its 
"  properties,"  viz.:  that  to  him  the  Masonic  idea  was  lost;  says  Masonry  in  America 
ought  to  be  roused  to  the  necessity  of  doing  something  more  for  humanity  along  the 
hnes  of  organized  charity ;  that  good  work,  true  work,  square  work  is  much  better 
than  uniform  work,  and  that  if  large-brained  and  large-hearted  men  are  kept  in  the 
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East,  Masonry  will  not  suffer  for  lack  of  uniformity ;  gives,  as  the  result  of  his  obser- 
vation, that  the  joint  method  has  not  given  the  best  correspondence  reports;  wants  to 
see  a  grand  orator  who  will  take  us  out  of  the  land  of  the  Sphinx  and  the  Pyramids 
and  into  the  land  of  railroads  and  steamboats ;  and  makes  a  parting  contribution  to 
current  mathematics  in  his  remarks  on  Nebraska.     He  says  : 

There  were  several  reports  on  how  to  compute  interest,  and  finally  that  abstruse  question  was 
referred  to  three  bank  cashiers,  who  are  to  report  in  the  future.  It  don't  take  us  long  out  in  these 
mountains  to  figure  interest.  It  is  a  simple  formula,  and  we  are  not  careful  about  giving  it  away  to 
our  brethren  yonder.  This  is  our  method  :  oxo — o.  With  such  a  formula  a  bank  cashier  is  simply 
in  the  way. 

Such  confidential  disclosures  as  this  go  far  to  eke  out  the  wages  of  the  reviewer. 


NEW  YORK,  1888. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  New  York  City,  June  5,  the  representative  of  Illinois 
being  present,  and  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  with  prayer  by  Bro.  the  Rev.  Rob- 
ert CoLLYER,  grand  chaplain,  formerly  grand  chaplain  of  Illinois. 

First  upon  the  list  of  the  fraternal  dead  noticed  in  the  address  of  the  grand  mas- 
ter (Frank  R.  Lawrence),  is  the  name  of  James  E.  Morrison,  who  had  held  the 
offices  of  junior  grand  deacon,  grand  marshal  and  district  deputy  grand  master,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  for  many  years  previously,  was  the  representative  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  lUinois  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York.  He  was,  if  we  re- 
member rightly,  a  cousin  of  our  past  grand  master,  the  late  George  E.  Lounsbury. 
Also  deceased  were  the  Rev.  John  G.  Webster,  senior  grand  chaplain,  whom  we 
remember  as  the  incumbent  of  that  office  when  we  wrote  our  first  report,  nineteen 
years  ago,  and  past  district  deputies  Amos  H.  Prescott,  Frederick  R.  S.  Drake 
and  John  S.  Perry,  the  latter  eighty-five  years  of  age  and  sixty-two  years  a  Mason, 
who  had  also  held  the  offices  of  grand  visitor  and  grand  sword  bearer. 

The  grand  master  was  convinced  that  additional  lodges  in  some  portions  of  New 
York  City  would  be  beneficial  to  the  Craft,  but  advises  that  instead  of  creating  new 
ones,  some  of  the  too  numerous  existing  ones  in  other  portions  be  removed  there,  a 
suggestion  that  might  apply  to  the  situation  in  some  other  large  and  rapidly  spread- 
ing cities. 

The  reading-room  in  connection  with  the  grand  lodge  library  had  grown  in 
favor. 
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A  speck  of  war  has  arisen  with  the  neighboring  jurisdiction  of  New  Jersey, 
growing  out  of  the  initiation  by  Fort  Edward  Lodge,  No.  267,  of  New  York,  of  one 
Daniel  E.  Lemm,  claimed  by  that  lodge  to  be  a  New  Yorker  sojourning  at  Wee- 
hawken,  N.  J.,  but  claimed  by  New  Jersey  to  be  a  citizen  of  that  State.  The  corre- 
spondence respecting  the  case  between  the  two  grand  masters  began  with  the  com- 
plaint of  the  grand  master  of  New  Jersey,  in  June,  1887.  Grand  Master  Lawrence 
having  investigated  the  case  became  satisfied  that  Lemm  was  a  bona  fide  citizen  of 
New  York  and  so  informed  the  grand  master  of  New  Jersey,  but  this  did  not  prove 
satisfactory  to  the  latter,  and  after  a  protracted  correspondence  he  informed  Grand 
Master  Lawrence,  April  24,  18S8,  that  he  had  declared  the  initiation  of  Lemm  in 
Fort  Edward  Lodge  "  irregular,  unlawful,  without  Masonic  virtue,  and  hence  null, 
void  and  of  no  effect,"  and  that  he  had  interdicted  all  intercourse  as  between  him 
and  the  Masons  under  the  allegiance  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey.  Grand 
Master  Lawrence  concedes  that  while  upon  the  facts  as  now  understood  it  does  not 
appear  that  Fort  Edward  Lodge  has  been  guilty  of  encroachment  upon  the  territorial 
rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey,  it  is  possible  that  a  more  complete  inves- 
tigation might  lead  to  a  different  conclusion,  and  says  that  in  either  event  the  ex- 
treme step  taken  by  the  grand  master  of  New  Jersey  appears  unnecessary  and  un- 
warranted, the  individual  affected  being  innocent  of  any  wrong  doing,  and  the  fault, 
if  any,  being  that  of  the  lodge  which  received  him  as  an  initiate.  A  recent  sugges- 
tion of  arbitration  made  on  his  behalf  led  to  a  reply  from  the  grand  master  of  New 
Jersey  that  he  "  cannot  see  any  question  to  arbitrate  upon."  The  grand  master  con- 
tinues : 

With  the  utmost  willingness  to  cause  reparation  to  be  made  for  any  wrong  done  by  any  one 
of  our  subordinates  affecting  the  rights  of  a  lodge  within  a  neighboring  State,  we  cannot,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  accept  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Master  of  New  Jersey  in  this  matter  as  final.  Nor  can 
we  for  one  instant  concede  that  the  ceremony  of  initiation  performed  upon  a  candidate  in  a  lawfully 
constituted  lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  grand  body  was  "  without  Masonic  virtue,"  as  the 
Grand  Master  of  New  Jersey  has  thought  proper  to  declare  it. 

The  grand  lodge  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  who 
reached  the  conclusion  that  Grand  Master  Lawrence  was  entirely  correct  in  his  de- 
cision as  to  Lemm's  residence;  that  the  difference  in  the  regulations  relative  to  resi- 
dence in  the  two  grand  jurisdictions  is  sufficient  to  account  for  the  position  held  by 
the  grand  master  of  New  Jersey ;  proposing  arbitration,  pending  which  the  grand 
master  of  New  Jersey  is  to  be  asked  to  recall  his  interdict. 

Through  faith  and  energy  awakened  throughout  the  jurisdiction  by  the  infectious 
example  of  Grand  Master  Lawrence,  the  enormous  burden  of  debt  which  has 
weighed  like  an  incubus  on  the  grand  lodge  has  been  reduced  during  his  administra- 
tion until,  as  their  affairs  stand  to-day,  there  is  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  whole 
will  be  liquidated  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  grand  lodge,  and  that  at  that  time 
there  will  be  nearly  if  not  quite  $80,000  in  the  Asylum  Fund  immediately  available 
for  building,  should  the  grand  lodge  so  determine.  Ot  this  amount  ^76,352.37  was 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  great  Masonic  fair  held  by  the  ladies  during  the  late  summer 
of  1887. 
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The  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  of  New  York  City  submitted  a  thorough  report 
which  shows  that  the  managers  are  fully  abreast  of  the  most  approved  methods  of 
organized  charity. 

The  matter  of  an  unauthorized  circular,  so  managed  as  to  convey  the  impress- 
ion that  it  possessed  official  sanction,  called  this  from  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  : 

The  preamble  and  resolution  relating  to  the  unauthorized  issue  of  circulars  by  individuals  ad- 
vocating the  adoption  of  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution  or  other  legislative  action  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  is  regarded  as  exceedingly  reprehensible,  and  has  repeatedly  been  condemned  by  this 
Grand  Lodge.  The  committee  do  not  regard  it  necessary'  to  suggest  the  estabUshment  of  a  penalty 
at  this  time,  trusting  that  the  expression  of  disapproval  of  such  action  by  the  Grand  Lodge  will  pre- 
vent its  repetition  in  the  future. 

The  grand  lodge  renewed  its  declaration  of  the  previous  year,  that  the  present 
condition  of  Masonry  in  Mexico  and  Spain  required  for  the  present  a  denial  of  the 
requests  for  recognition  made  by  so-called  grand  lodges  in  those  countries ;  issued 
one  warrant  of  constitution;  and  accorded  a  cordial  "reception  to  a  visiting  brother 
(Thos.  H.  Brown)  aged  ninety-seven,  the  oldest  Mason,  in  years,  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  109)  is  again  by  Bro.  John  W.  Simons, 
marked  by  his  accustomed  ability  and  courtesy,  and  successfully  realizing  his  ex- 
pressed design  to  include  every  matter  that  could  interest  his  readers,  while  avoiding 
discussion  of  matters  not  concerning  the  general  welfare. 

He  intimates  that  there  is  a  rod  in  pickle  for  those  who  revile  the  prophets,  by 
saying  that  the  time  when  the  Temple  debt  will  be  extinguished  and  the  Asylum 
Fund  permanently  established  is  drawing  near,  and  then  he  will  not  be  compelled  to 
adhere  to  his  rule  of  brevity ;  and  that  the  consciousness  that  the  good  time  is  soon 
coming  has  enabled  him  to  bear  patiently  the  quips  of  some  of  his  brother  reporters. 
And  so  we  score  another  strong  reason  why  we  are  impatient  to  see  the  hopes  of  our 
New  York  brethren  realized — that  Uncle  John  will  then  make  it  lively  all  along 
the  line. 

Most  of  the  space  he  gives  to  Illinois  is  devoted  to  the  grand  master's  report  of 
the  Chicago  convention.  Probably  it  was  a  slip  of  the  pen  that  makes  him  say  that 
Illinois  being  fully  committed,  sent  some  of  her  leading  men.  Illinois  was  not  com- 
mitted at  all.  In  writing  the  call  Bro.  Darrah  did  not  assume  or  seek  to  commit 
the  grand  lodge,  and  though  the  leading  men  were  there  they  were  not  sent ;  they 
went. 

He  says  of  Bro.  Gurney,  that  no  man  ever  died  who  was  more  worthy  of  all 
the  kind  words  that  could  be  said  of  him ;  notes  the  delivery  of  Bro.  Hooper's 
"  lengthy  and  thoughtful  oration,"  and  Bro.  Browning's  "  lengthy  and  well-consid- 
ered report  on  correspondence." 

Me  vehemently  protests  as  we  are  glad  to  see  against  the  proposition  that  an  un- 
atiiliated  Mason  is  not  entitled  to  Masonic  burial,  and  asks  the  brethren  to  consider 
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whether  a  brother  who  by  stress  of  circumstances  has  been  obliged  to  give  up  his 
membership  is  to  be  treated  as  one  who  has  lost  it  by  a  Masonic  crime  ;  meditates  on 
what  a  stately  volume  could  be  made  every  year  by  segregating  the  orations  from  the 
routine  proceedings,  and  he  might  have  added  what  a  fund  of  historical  misinforma- 
tion could  be  segregated  from  their  valuable  enforcement  of  morality  and  exhortations 
to  better  lives  ;  says  that  to  write  a  brother  out  of  the  Craft  on  such  a  conviction  [the 
record  of  his  conviction  in  the  civil  courts]  would  be  a  monstrous  injustice  against 
which,  for  one,  he  shall  always  protest;  announces  himself  as  quite  in  sympathy 
with  Bro.  Drummond  in  his  strictures  on  the  perversion  of  the  grand  representative 
system  by  which  the  appointment  is  practically  made  by  the  grand  lodge  to  which 
the  representative  is  appointed  ;  holds,  as  we  have,  elsewhere  in  this  report,  that  a 
Master  Mason  is  "  free  of  the  Guild,"  and  may  apply  for  membership  without  regard 
to  jurisdictional  lines ;  and  in  like  accord  with  our  expressed  opinions  insists  that 
"  when  a  lodge  attends  a  funeral  it  must — must,  understand — have  primary  charge, 
or  stay  away;"  still  further  in  such  accord,  dissents  from  the  Nebraska  decision  that 
counsel  in  a  Masonic  trial  if  a  member  of  another  lodge  must  be  regarded  as  a  vis- 
itor, and  as  such  liable  to  be  excluded  by  the  objection  of  a  member ;  and  quotes 
from  the  Ohio  report  the  resolutions  of  the  Chicago  convention  asserting  the  al^solute 
supremacy  of  the  grand  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  as  the  governing  power 
in  Masonry,  and  says : 

This  is  correct  doctrine,  tersely  stated,  yet  we  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  there  was  no 
need  of  a  Convention  to  emphasize  what  no  one  disputed,  and  that,  in  future.  Conventions,  like 
flowers  at  a  funeral,  had  better  be  "omitted." 

It  may  be  true  that  no  one  has  disputed  the  naked  statement,  but  it  is  likewise 
true  that  at  least  one  grand  lodge  has  practically  denied  it  by  affirming  its  right  to 
take  a  half  dozen  other  organizations  into  partnership  in  the  governing  business. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  St.  John,  April  26,  the  representative  of  Illinois  being 
in  attendance. 

The  grand  master  (John  V.  Ellis)  was  detained  at  Ottawa  by  public  duties, 
and  Deputy  Grand  Master  Beckwith  presided  and  read  the  address  of  his  absent 
chief. 

The  grand  master  says  they  cannot  fail  to  think  of  two  interesting  events  that 
appeal  to  them  with  considerable  strength — the  Jubilee  year  of  the  sovereign  and  the 
twentieth  of  their  existence  as  a  grand  lodge. 
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He  justly  says  of  the  reign  of  Victoria  that  it  has  been  marked  by  material 
progress  on  the  part  of  the  nation,  by  intellectual  and  moral  development,  by  the  de- 
velopment of  constitutional  liberty,  and  by  the  constant  increase  of  enlightened  pub- 
lic opinion  in  favor  of  the  just  settlement  of  many  complex  questions  affecting  human 
freedom.     Of  the  Queen  herself : 

A  wise  Sovereign  has  placed  no  burden  upon  the  labors  of  workers  who,  in  every  field,  have 
sought  the  common  good.  On  the  contrary,  she  has  otten  materially  assisted  and  encouraged,  with- 
out interfering  in  political  discusion,  those  who  wrought  for  the  good  of  others.  Her  private  life  has 
dignified  the  private  life  of  all  who  live  in  virtue,  and  has  gained  for  her  not  only  the  warm  affections 
of  her  own  subjects,  but  affection  just  as  warm  and  almost  as  active,  from  the  great  nation  on  this  Con- 
tinent to  whom  we  are  bound  by  the  kindred  ties  of  speech  and  blood,  as  well  as  the  unqualified  ad- 
miration of  people  of  every  nation  who  are  capable  of  appreciating  the  personal  qualities  which 
adorn  the  individual  character.  Connected  with  our  fraternitj'  by  many  ties,  head  of  a  family  emi- 
nent for  its  Masonic  record,  excellent  as  a  woman,  illustrious  as  a  Sovereign,  it  will  be  a  pleasant  duty 
for  Grand  Lodge  to  express  in  such  way  as  may  seem  best  the  feelings  which  animate  it  towards* the 
Queen  on  the  auspicious  event  which  distinguishes  the  year. 


Reverting  to  the  formation  of  the  grand  lodge,  he  says  : 


Some  who  assisted  us  then,  some  who  had  come  among  us  since,  have  laid  down  the  working 
tools  forever.  But,  generally.  Time  has  dealt  kindly  with  us.  All  of  the  brothers  who  have  filled 
our  Grand  East  still  live  ;  many  others  who  have  occupied  positions  scarcely  less  important  are  yet 
with  us.  I  heartily  wish  that  we  could  take  some  steps  to  secure  portraits  of  the  Masons  who  in 
times  past  were  active,  earnest  and  faithful  workers,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  preserve  remem- 
brances of  what  thej'  were  like  in  life  as  effectually  as  we  can  in  our  record  what  they  accomplished. 
A  committee  of  Grand  Lodge  with  this  matter  in  hand  might  be  able,  limited  as  our  means  are,  to 
accomplish  something.  A  beginning  ought  to  be  made  with  the  Provincial  Grand  Masters  under  the 
old  regime. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  board  of  general  purposes  to  which  the  matter  was  re- 
ferred will  act  on  the  timely  suggestion  of  the  grand  master  respecting  portraits,  and 
also  that  his  suggestion  to  the  city  lodges  and  Masons  that  they  take  some  steps  to 
have  kept  and  enclosed,  if  they  do  not  erect  over  it  some  simple  monument,  the 
grave  of  William  Campbell,  lying  in  the  Old  Burying  Ground  of  St.  John,  almost 
unmarked  and  unknown,  may  bear  fruit.  Bro.  Campbell  was  the  first  deputy  grand 
master  of  the  Province  under  the  old  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  long  prominent 
in  Masonic  and  civil  life.  Respecting  the  requests  for  recognition  received  from  the 
"grand  lodges"  of  Porto  Rico  and  the  Federal  District  of  Mexico,  he  thinks  nothing  is 
lost  by  taking  time  to  think  over  such  matters,  but  hishesitancy  seems  to  grow  less  from 
any  question  of  the  regularity  of  these  bodies  than  from  a  fear  that  recognition  might 
be  a  trespass  upon  organizations  heretofore  existing  in  those  countries,  composed  of 
those  who  have  departed  from  the  original  plan  of  Masonry. 

He  questions  the  advisability  of  such  a  meeting  as  the  Chicago  gathering  unless 
distinctly  authorized  by  the  grand  lodges.     He  further  says  : 

I  do  not  know  what  inherent  power  Grand  Masters  and  Past  Grand  Masters  possess  to  hold 
such  conventions,  or  whether  the  power  is  confined  to  them,  or  whether  Masters  and  Past  Masters 
of  lodges,  or  even  private  Masons,  may  not  also  hold  similar  conventions.  Certain  it  is  that  the 
Grand  Lodges  existing  to-day  are,  each  one  within  its  own  jurisdiction,  possessed  of  full  and  ample 
powers  for  all  purposes  of  sovereignty,  and  no  convention  can  add  or  take  from  these  powers. 
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It  was  doubtless  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  meeting  was  not  distinctly  authorized 
by  grand  lodges,  and  hence  was  powerless  for  mischief,  that  secured  for  it  the  par- 
ticipation of  some  who  were  present.     The  grand  lodge  concurred  in  his  views. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  a  grand  master  who  thinks  we  owe  some  duties  to  a  brother 
who  exercises  his  right  to  remain  unaffiliated.     He  says: 

I  would  not  say  even  that  there  are  not  circumstances  in  which  a  Master  of  a  lodge  should 
see  a  worthy  Mason  interred  with  the  ceremony  of  the  Craft,  even  though  he  was  not  in  active  mem- 
bership ;  but  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  under  our  Constitution,  as  it  exists  to-day,  the 
unaffiliated  Mason  has  no  claim  upon  the  lodge  in  his  vicinity  for  a  public  Masonic  funeral.  The 
duty  to  see  a  brother  decently  interred  clearly  rests  upon  us  if  there  is  no  one  to  perform  that  office 
for  him  ;  but  there  is  no  need  to  discharge  that  duty  publicly  and  with  Masonic  ceremonial. 

The  board  of  general  purposes  is  now  incubating  the  subject. 

The  reports  of  the  district  deputies  are  as  usual  complete  in  details. 

The  grand  lodge  decided  to  let  Porto  Rico  and  the  Mexican  body  wait ;  decided 
to  reduce  its  surplus  by  subscribing  an  additional  $5,000  to  the  stock  of  the  New 
Brunswick  Masonic  Hall  company ;  witnessed  an  exemplification  of  the  work  in  the 
third  degree,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen. 

James  McNichol,  of  St.  John,  was  elected  grand  master ;  Edwin  J.  Wetmore, 
St.  John,  appointed  grand  secretary. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 


NEW  MEXICO,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Raton,  Nov.  14,  the  representative  of  Illinois  present. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (C.  N.  Blackwell)  is  a  brief  business  paper. 
The  report  of  his  official  acts  show  that  he  has  been  a  careful  and  conservative  offi- 
cer, and  we  quote  the  following  as  showing  that  he  appreciated  the  responsibilities 
and  endeavored  to  fit  himself  to  meet  them  : 

The  duties  of  a  Grand  Master  are  varied,  often  requiring  much  study  and  reserve.  Knowing 
this,  I  provided  myself,  at  much  expense,  with  the  best  authorities  and  writers  on  Masonic  law  and 
customs  that  could  be  procured,  that  I  might  be  guided  in  the  right  at  all  times.  I  have  endeavored 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  in  accordance  with  the  light  given 
me  to  understand  them.  If  I  have  erred,  it  was  not  intentional.  If  errors  are  found,  I  hope  your 
admonitions  will  V)e  gentle  and  tempered  with  the  kind  hand  of  charity. 
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We  feel  quite  sure,  however,  that  if  he  had  construed  the  ohl  charge  respecting 
physical  qualifications  by  the  light  of  his  own  good  sense  instead  of  taking  his  con- 
struction at  second  hand,  he  would  not  have  decided  the  loss  of  the  sight  of  one  eye 
was  such  a  defect  as  would  render  one  "  incapable  of  learning  the  art  of  serving  his 
Master's  lord,  and  of  being  made  a  Brother,  and  then  a  Fellow  Craft  in  due  time." 

The  grand  master  is  quite  right  as  to  the  impression  given  of  a  jurisdiction  by 
the  shape  in  which  its  proceedings  are  gotten  out.     He  .says  : 

Many  reports  have  reached  me  of  the  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  our  proceedings  were 
gotten  out.  They  were  delayed  beyond  the  time  provided,  and  when  they  did  appear  it  was  found 
that  the  proof  had  not  been  corrected,  leaving  the  composition  as  originally  setup,  with  spelling 
bad  and  typographical  errors  in  countless  numbers.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  as  it  leaves  us  in 
a  false  position  to  the  outside  world.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  coming  proceedings  may  be  given 
the  care  they  deserve,  and  present  our  constituents  and  sister  jurisdictions  with  a  neatly  gotten  up 
and  correctly  printed  book. 

The  edict  ordered  by  the  grand  lodge  respecting  the  Quebec  controversy  having 
been  omitted  from  the  proceedings,  the  grand  master  makes  it  an  appendix  to  his  re- 
port, and  thus  places  it  upon  the  records.  It  charges  the  lodges  and  brethren  of  New 
Mexico  not -to  hold  Masonic  intercourse  with  members  of  lodges  in  Quebec  not  in 
allegiance  to  the  grand  lodge  of  that  Province. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  two  charters,  and  fixed  upon  Santa  Fe  for  the  next 
place  of  meeting. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Harroun,  of  Santa  Fe,  was  elected  grand  master ;  Alpheus  A. 
Keen,  East  Las  Vegas,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

In  the  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  66)  Past  Grand  Master  Max  Frost  gives 
a  brief  notice  of  forty-nine  grand  lodges,  Illinois  included.  The  report  is  confined 
almost  wholly  to  statements  of  business  transactions,  with  brief  extracts. 


NEW  JERSEY,  t888. 


The  grand  lodge  met  at  Trenton,  Jan.  25,  the  representative  of  Illinois  being 
among  those  present.. 

The  grand  master  (Robert  M.  Moore)  announced  the  death  of  Past  Deputy 
Grand  Master  Robert  C.  Buzby;  of  no  less  than  ten  past  masters;  of  Chas.  H. 
Lyons,  aged  ninety-two,  one  of  the  oldest  if  not  the  oldest  Mason  in  the  State  ;  of 
Joel  Parker,  ex-governor  and  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  and  some  distinguished 
brethren  of  other  jurisdictions.     Of  the  Chicago  meeting,  he  says : 


MASONIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  169 


In  point  of  representation  the  convention  was  not  what  might  be  called  a  success,  as  not  quite 
one-fourth  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  were  represented,  but  if  the  en- 
richment of  individual  Masonic  thought  resultant  from  the  interchange  of  ideas  ;  if  the  formation  of 
Masonic  friendships  which  will  be  undying;  it  the  assembling  together  of  a  goodly  number  of  loyal, 
devoted  Masons,  such  as  were  in  attendance  in  that  convention,  constitute  a  success,  then  it  was  a 
most  successful  one.  The  questions  discussed  were  those  which  arise  in  the  almost  every-day  life 
of  a  Grand  Master,  questions,  too,  with  which  you  are  all  more  or  less  familiar.  As  to  what  the 
outcome  of  that  three  days'  meeting  will  be,  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  say,  but  if  the  convention 
hasn't  resulted  in  much  good  to  the  fraternity  at  large,  it  certainly  hasn't  done  any  harm. 

Among  the  appointments  of  grand  representatives  reported,  is  that  of  Wm.  B. 
Grimes  near  our  grand  lodge. 

Agreeably  to  the  action  of  the  preceding  year,  the  grand  instructor  had  been 
directed  to  formulate  a  ritual  for  the  past  master's  degree,  and  now  if  anybody  de- 
nies the  existence  of  such  a  degree,  the  grand  master  of  New  Jersey  can  insist  that 
he  knows  better,  because  he  stood  by  and  saw  it  made.  He  says  the  worshipful 
masters  and  past  masters  who  have  witnessed  it  have  given  it  a  hearty  reception,  and 
it  is  quite  likely  that  some  of  those  who  confer  it  will  meet  with  experiences  like  that 
of  Bro.  George  O.  Ide,  of  genial  memory,  who  used  to  tell  that  at  about  the  first  of 
his  official  visitations,  he  was  unexpectedly  called  upon  to  confer  a  degree  in  which 
there  occurred  an  address  which  he  had  forgotten,  and  for  which  he  was  compelled 
to  substitute  one  improvised  at  the  moment,  and  unlike,  he  was  quite  sure,  anything 
ever  delivered  before  or  since  ;  but  that  when  the  lodge  closed  a  venerable  brother 
came  up  and  wrung  his  hand  and  told  him  how  delighted  he  was  to  hear  that  ad- 
dress again,  that  he  had  not  heard  it  before  for  more  than  forty  years ! 

The  grand  master  thinks  his  experience  fully  justifies  the  wisdom  of  the  Jersey 
regulation  denying  to  the  lodge  or  master,  in  case  of  visible  imperfection,  any  right 
to  pass  upon  the  question  of  physical  fitness,  the  grand  master  alone  being  permitted 
to  do  that.  If  the  grand  master  had  made  the  law  under  which,  in  the  case  of  a 
person  initiated  and  passed  who  was  physically  ineligible,  he  had  declared  all  the 
proceedings  null  and  void,  then  we  should  say  that  any  other  tribunal  would  be  safer 
than  he.  We  do  not  think  the  power  lies  anywhere  that  can  annul  the  making  of  a 
Mason  who  has  been  made  in  a  regular  lodge,  lawfully  at  labor  under  its  own  laws. 
He  can  be  expelled,  but  he  cannot  be  unmade. 

We  copy  three  of  the  decisions  of  the  grand  master : 

No.  3.  The  ancient  landmarks  of  Freemasonry  being  immutable,  neither  the  Grand  Master 
nor  the  Grand  Lodge  have  the  right  or  the  power  to  alter,  deface  or  remove  them  ;  they  must  be 
maintained  and  transmitted  unimpaired,  but  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  the  interim  of  its  communica- 
tions the  Grand  Master,  has  the  right — the  sole  right  and  authority  of  determining  what  the  require- 
ments of  those  landmarks  are  (consistent  of  course  with  their  rigid  observance).  The  assumption, 
therefore,  by  a  subordinate  lodge  or  a  Worshipful  Master,  of  the  authority  to  determine  the  eligibil- 
ity of  a  maimed  candidate  for  initiation  into  the  mysteries  of  Freemasonrj',  is  un-Masonic  and  hereby 
forbidden. 

No.  4.  A  member  of  a  lodge  in  good  standing,  who  is  one  of  the  principals  in  a  trial  on 
charges  held  before  a  sister  lodge,  or  who  is  counsel  for  one  of  the  principals  in  a  trial  on  charges 
so  held,  has  the  right  of  admission  (if  vouched  for)  to  the  communication  of  the  lodge  at  which  such 
trial  is  being  held, 

lit 
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No.  s.  When  the  result  of  a  ballot  taken  on  a  petition  for  initiation  or  affiliation  has  been 
duly  declared,  the  ballot  must  be  immediately  disarranged  by  the  Worshipful  Master. 

It  is  of  course  necessary  that  the  supreme  executive  power  should  decide  ques- 
tions of  this  kind  when  they  arise  at  a  certain  stage  of  the  proceedings ;  but  as  the 
landmarks  are  alike  binding  upon  all,  it  is  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  each 
member  of  the  lodge,  at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings  when  he  can  make  his  judg- 
ment felt,  which  he  can  do  with  the  ballot,  to  judge  for  himself  whether  the  candi- 
date is  physically  fit,  and  this  assumption  of  the  authority  to  determine  the  eligibility 
of  a  maimed  candidate  for  initiation  is  one  that  no  edict  can  touch. 

No.  4  is  in  line  with  Illinois  precedents.  No.  5  seems  to  have  been  evoked  by 
a  case  reported  by  the  grand  master,  in  which  the  ballot  had  been  examined  and 
found  clear  by  the  wardens  and  the  master,  and  the  candidate  had  been  declared 
elected,  when,  after  the  lodge  closed,  a  brother  found  a  black  cube  among  the  white 
balls.  In  this  case  it  was  held  that  as  there  had  been  opportunity  for  placing  the 
cube  there  after  the  lodge  closed,  the  declaration  of  the  master  must  stand. 

The  grand  master  reports  that  Trenton  Lodge,  No.  5,  which  celebrated  its  cen- 
tennial on  Dec.  27,  has  not  omitted  a  regular  communication  in  one  hundred  years. 
Who  can  beat  that  record  ? 

He  urges  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic  Home  or  Asylum  where  their  worthy 
poor  might  find  shelter  and  support,  either  temporary  or  permanent  according  to  their 
needs,  and  the  grand  lodge  agreed  to  a  committee  to  consider  plans  and  report  next 
year. 

W.  Bro.  Robert  S.  Green,  past  master  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  33,  and 
governor  of  the  State,  was  appropriately  received  and  conducted  to  a  seat  in  the 
grand  east. 

The  grand  lodge  ordered  New  Jersey  lodges  and  Masons  to  regard  Hiram  Lodge 
and  its  members  as  clandestine ;  granted  two  charters,  and  prescribed  the  style  of 
aprons  to  be  worn  by  past  masters  in  grand  lodge.  It  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  jurisprudence  that  a  lodge  has  no  right  to  decline  to  receive  a  petition, 
which  is  contrary  to  the  practice  of  all  other  jurisdictions  that  we  are  familiar  with, 
and  if  it  is  based  on  common  sense  the  application  is  not  apparent ;  also  to  another 
report  from  the  same  committee  to  the  effect  that  if  a  Mason,  A,  sits  in  open  lodge 
with  Mason  B,  and  B  introduces  C  to  A,  properly  vouching  for  C  as  a  Mason,  C 
cannot  post  A  in  the  secret  work,  nor  vouch  for  him  in  a  lodge,  nor,  if  C  is  master  of 
a  lodge,  pennit  A  to  enter  it  on  B's  voucher  which  was  not  given  to  open  lodge. 
Doubtless  the  grand  lodge  can  enforce  any  order  it  ple.ises  to  make  as  to  what  sort 
of  voucher  shall  warrant  admitting  a  visitor,  but  we  don't  believe  it  has  any  right 
to  say  that  either  C  or  A  may  not  tell  each  otlier  all  they  know  about  Masonry  upon 
such  a  voucher  as  is  here  declared  insufficient. 

Robert  M.  Moore,  of  Elizabeth,  was  re-elected  grandmaster;  Joseph  H. 
Hough,  Trenton,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 
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The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  127)  is  by  Past  Grand  Master,  the  Rev. 
Henry  Vehslage,  D.D.,  whose  fine,  kindly-shrewd  face  looks  out  from  the  steel 
frontispiece  of  the  proceedings.  His  style  is  excellent,  and  the  report,  although 
largely  made  up  of  quotations,  is  marked  with  the  stamp  of  ability. 

Illinois  receives  generous  notice,  beginning  with  this  notice  of  Bro.  GuRNEY : 

It  was  fitting  that  permanent  record  be  made  of  the  utterances  which  could  but  inadequately 
express  the  great  loss  which  has  befallen  not  only  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  but  the  Craft  at  large. 
With  a  subdued  thoughtfulness  we  read  these  tender  tributes  of  fraternal  regard,  while  our  hearts 
thrill  with  pleasure  that  such  a  record  was  made  by  him  whose  tested  fidelity  and  ample  endowments 
form  the  theme  of  loving  and  sorrowing  brethren  and  friends.  For  many  years  he  held  the  most  con- 
spicuous position  in  the  affairs  of  the  Masonic  world.  In  this  severe  loss  of  the  brethren  of  Illinois 
they  have  the  sincere  sympathy  of  all  their  brethren,  who  sorrow  with  them  in  what  they  feel  to  be 
a  common  bereavement. 

From  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  communication  he  quotes  the  remarks  of 
Grand  Master  Darrah  under  the  head  of  Appeals  for  Relief,  and  on  the  Vienna 
Lodge  case.  In  the  latter  he  also  quotes  the  conclusions  of  the  committee  on  juris- 
prudence, and  says  : 

The  conclusion  is,  doubtless,  correct,  in  view  of  such  an  article,  defining  Masonic  offenses, 
but  the  presence  of  such  an  article  in  any  Code  is  sincerely  to  be  regretted. 

We  suppose  our  brother's  regret  extends  to  the  fundamental  code  of  Masonry, 
the  Ancient  Charges,  in  the  sixth  of  which  he  will  find  the  same  comprehensive  pro- 
vision, than  which,  in  view  of  the  history  of  bodies  from  which  religious  quarrels  are 
not  excluded,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  whole  code  contains  none  more  salutary  or 
necessary. 

He  gives  Bro.  Browning  credit  for  a  veiy  excellent  review,  and  copies,  to  ex- 
press his  concurrence,  his  views  on  the  burial  of  non-affiliates  as  stated  under  Col- 
orado, and  with  like  purpose  his  remarks  on  the  question  of  the  burial  of  a  drunkard, 
under  Oregon. 

Bro.  Vehslage  notes  that  it  is  in  the  South  and  West  that  the  saloon  question 
is  assuming  such  prominence  ;  touches  an  idea  that  seems  to  lie  darkling  in  a  good 
many  minds  as  to  the  Hiram  Lodge  quarrel  when  he  says  it  originated  in  "  what 
seems  a  trivial  cause,  unless  there  is  somewhat  else  for  which  this  outbreak  serves  as 
a  vent,"  but  agrees  that  the  grand  lodge  was  shut  up  to  the  course  she  has  taken ; 
says  Bro.  Gurney's  latest  utterance  on  the  structure  of  Masonic  governmenf  and  the 
powers  of  grand  masters  (which  he  reproduces  from  the  Kansas  report),  is  just  what 
might  have  been  expected  from  him,  and  does  credit  to  his  Masonic  perceptions ; 
says  it  may  be  permitted  to  a  novice  to  suggest  that  the  greater  part  of  the  contro- 
versy about  the  past  master's  degree  would  have  been  avoided  by  a  better  choice  of 
terms,  which  would  exclude  the  idea  of  a  "  degree,"  and  regard  the  matter  as  a  cere- 
mony adjunct  to  the  installation  of  the  master ;  upholds  the  prerogatives  of  grand 
masters ;  and  says  of  the  plan  of  his  report,  to  which  he  closely  adhered  : 

Brevity  was  aimed  at,  and  was  the  more  easily  attained  by  avoiding  the  labor  of  the  critic  or 
polemic  and  simply  filling  the  place  of  reporter.     In  so  doing,  certain  questions  and  lines  of  discus- 
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sions  that  were  pending  or  open  could  not  be  considered,  even  though  an  absorbing  interest  might 
create  a  longing  for  the  next  installment,  as  where  the  interruption  occurs  in  a  serial  story  just  when 
the  most  thrilling  combination  of  circumstances  aggravates  the  entranced  reader  with  a  "  to  be  con- 
tinued," 

We  have  simply  fulfilled,  though  imperfectly,  the  function  which  is  at  least,  the  leading  one 
of  the  committee,  and  we  trust  that  the  brethren  may  find  instruction  and  information. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  1887. 

The  semi-annual  communication,  which  is  a  lodge  of  instruction  with  gastro- 
nomic attachment,  was  held  at  Manchester,  Dec.  28,  1886.  The  annual  communi- 
cation was  held  at  Concord,  May  18,  1887.  The  representative  of  Illinois  was  on 
duty  as  a  member  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  and  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  finance. 

The  grand  master  (William  R.  Burleigh)  announced  the  death  of  past  dis- 
trict deputies  Geo.  W.  Tash,  Theodore  T.  Abbott  and  Addison  Knight. 

We  copy  two  of  his  three  reported  decisions  : 

I .  That  where  one  has  applied  to  the  lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  resides,  for  permis- 
sion to  apply  for  the  degrees  to  another  lodge,  and  been  refused,  such  refusal  is  not  such  a  rejection 
of  the  candidate  as  will  give  the  lodge  so  refusing  the  right  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  him. 

3.  That  where  a  Mason  is  in  good  standing  and  clear  on  the  books  of  his  lodge,  he  is  entitled 
to  a  dimit  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  his  request  should  be  granted  by  the  lodge  by  a  majority  vote. 

We  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  the  point  involved  in  the  first  raised  before. 
Of  course  we  agree  that  the  decision  is  correct,  as,  also,  the  second  one,  except  that 
we  prefer  the  Illinois  law,  under  which  no  vote  is  required. 

Much  of  his  address  is  given  to  the  strained  relations  between  the  grand  lodges 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  growing  out  of  an  invasion  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  former  by  a  Vermont  lodge,  in  conferring  the  degrees  on  one  Prescott,  who 
had  been  rejected  by  a  New  Hampshire  lodge,  and  his  remarks  thereon  are  supple- 
mented by  a  report  from  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  Bro.  J.  W.  Fellows, 
chairman,  covering  nine  pages  of  fine  print,  in  which  the  case  is  restated  and  argued 
in  a  way  (as  it  seems  to  us)  to  leave  little  to  sustain  the  claim  of  Vermont  that  the 
offending  lodge  was  acting  in  good  faith  ;  at  all  events  it  seems  reasonably  certain 
that  not  all  of  its  officers  were  so  acting  The  present  aspect  of  the  case  hinging  on 
the   question   of  domicile,  the   committee  quote   extensively  from    American   and 
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English  authorities,  going  into  the  matter  with  a  thoroughness  not  equaled  since 
Bro.  John  M.  Shirley  wrote  his  famous  treatise  on  the  Cromwell-Kimball  case. 
The  report,  including  the  following  resolution,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Master  of  New  Hampshire  be  instructed  to  send  to  tlie  Grand 
Master  of  Vermont  an  attested  copy  of  this  report,  and  respectfully  request  that  he  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  that  due  reparation  may  be  made  and  the  harmony  heretofore  so  cordial  and  so  desirable 
be  preserved  between  the  Grand  Lodges. 

There  are  able  reports  from  the  committee  on  trials  and  appeals,  of  which  Bro. 
Fellows  is  also  chairman,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  modified  some  of  the  sen- 
tences imposed  shows  that  the  committee  has  heart  as  well  as  brains. 

The  grand  lodges  of  South  Australia  and  New  South  Wales  were  recognized. 

William  Russell  Burleigh,  of  Great  Falls,  and  George  Perley  Cleaves, 
of  Concord,  were  respectively  re-elected  grand  master  and  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  176)  is  as  usual  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  A'.  S. 
Wait,  and  it  goes  without  saying  that  it  is  one  of  the  ablest  coming  under  review. 

Illinois  is  included  in  his  review.  He  notes  the  expressed  regret  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter Darrah  at  the  cessation  of  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  grand  lodges  of 
England  and  Illinois,  and  says : 

Sympathizing,  as  we  do  most  profoundly,  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  in  its  struggle  for 
undivided  authority  over  its  territory,  and  with  no  disposition  to  defend  or  apologize  for  the  three 
lodges  in  question,  we  are  not  at  all  surprised  at  this  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  this 
case.  Unless  it  intended  to  recede  from  the  position  it  had  assumed,  and  to  withdraw  its  protection 
over  the  lodges  of  Quebec  on  its  register,  we  see  no  consistent  course  for  it  to  pursue  other  than  the 
une  it  has  adopted.  Retaining  its  authority  over  those  lodges,  no  consistent  course  remains  to  it 
than  to  [extend  to  them  its  protection  and  defence.  "  The  American  doctrine  of  Grand  Lodge 
sovereignty  "  doubtless  sounds  well  to  most  American  Masons,  but  when  invoked  in  a  discussion 
with  Masons  of  a  different  quarter  of  the  world  we  are  not  surprised  to  see  that  it  is  not  accorded 
very  controlling  weight.  We  are  inclined  to  think,  that,  decided  as  must  be  the  sympathy  of  every 
American  Grand  Lodge  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  they  would  be  likely  to  aid  it  as  much  by 
stopping  with  a  plain  and  clear  expression  of  that  sympathy,  as  by  the  adoption  of  unfriendly 
measures  towards  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England. 

We  shall  not  dispute  the  correctness  of  Bro.  Wait's  opinion  that  in  order  to 
preserve  her  consistency  it  was  necessary  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  to  resent 
the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  but  with  us  it  is  a  question  of  far  greater 
interest  what  the  grand  lodges  in  this  country  who  have  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Quebec  as  possessing  jurisdiction  in  that  Province,  are  going  to  do  to  preserve 
their  consistency. 

"  The  American  doctrine  of  grand  lodge  sovereignty  "  does  sound  well  to  most 
American  Masons,  so  well  that  we  presume  every  grand  lodge  constitution  in  this 
country  sets  forth  the  fact  that  the  body  whose  organic  law  it  is,  is  (within  the  land- 
marks) the  exclusive  source  of  Masonic  authority  in  the  jurisdiction,  unless  we  except 
the  Massachusetts  constitution  since  it  was  amended  to  suit  the  views  of  the  northern 
supreme  council.     To  some  American  Masons  it  seems  to  be  nothing  but  "sound," 
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so  long  as  their  own  jurisdiction  is  not  invaded,  but  to  others  it  means  just  what  is  in- 
volved in  the  constitutional  provision  referred  to.  The  action  of  Illinois  signifies  that 
it  means  just  that  to  her,  and  that  she  recognizes  any  successful  contravention  of  it  in 
any  jurisdiction  in  this  country,  by  any  grand  lodge,  domestic  or  foreign,  as  a  menace 
to  her  own  similar  claim.  The  grand  lodges  of  this  country  have  not  sought  to  en- 
force this  doctrine  in  Europe,  and  so  long  as  England  does  not  insist  on  dividing  the 
allegiance  of  the  Masons  of  any  American  jurisdiction,  those  grand  lodges  might  be 
comparatively  indifferent  whether  the  doctrine  which  has  weight  enough  to  control 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  dealing  with  Gibraltar,  lacks  the  specific  gravity  to 
control  her  action  at  home.  If  the  American  doctrine  is  not  accorded  a  controlling 
weight,  so  far  as  cis- Atlantic  territory  is  concerned,  when  invoked  in  a  discussion 
with  Masons  of  another  quarter  of  the  world,  it  is  because  American  grand  lodges  do 
not  use  the  power  of  which  they  are  rightfully  possessed  to  make  that  doctrine 
respected.  So  long  as  foreign  grand  lodges  are  encouraged  to  plant  or  maintain 
lodges  in  American  territory  already  Masonically  occupied,  by  according  to  persons 
made  in  such  lodges  the  same  rights  and  privileges  throughout  this  whole  land  that 
we  accord  to  the  Masons  made  under  the  authority  which  we  either  openly  recog- 
nize or  confess  by  our  "sympathy  "  to  be  the  rightful  one,  just  so  long  shall  wesuft'er 
from  these  unnecessary  disturbances,  and  no  longer. 

Of  the  report  on  correspondence,  Bro.  Wait  says  : 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  begun  and  nearly  completed  by  M.  W.  Brother  Theodore 
T.  Gurney,  and  it  is  one  of  his  ablest  Masonic  productions,  but  before  the  end  was  fully  reached  his 
strength  failed  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  over  the  work,  which  was  finished  by  Brother  Joseph 
Robbins. 

Since  receiving  the  printed  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  grand  communication  there  comes 
to  us  the  sad  intelligence  that  Brother  Gurney  is  no  more.  He  continued  to  fail  in  strength  until  the 
gth  ot  November,  when  his  spirit  passed  quietly  away.  Thus  one  of  the  most  brilliant  lights  in  Ma- 
sonry of  the  present  century  has  become  extinguished.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  for  many  years 
past  no  man  has  occupied  a  larger  place  in  the  doings  and  progress  of  Masonry  than  Brother  Gurney, 
and  has  been  more  esteemed  and  beloved.  His  opinions  were  everywhere  accorded  great  weight  in 
all  matters  of  diflference  among  the  craft,  and  his  writings  will  continue  to  be  consulted  as  among  the 
ablest  of  the  Masonic  scholars.  He  was  one  of  those  brethren  who  from  his  broad  and  cosmopolitan 
views  had  come  to  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  Masonry  in  general  rather  than  a  particular  locality 
or  jurisdiction,  and  as  such  his  influence  will  not  soon  cease  to  be  a  power  with  the  craft.  Our 
sincere  condolence  is  tendered  to  our  brethren  of  Illinois  in  this,  their  supreme  loss,  and  to  the  breth- 
ren in  general  in  what  is  felt  to  be  a  common  bereavement. 

So  far  as  the  review  of  the  proceedings  was  concerned  the  work  was  completed 
by  Bro.  Gurney.  Two  or  three  volumes  of  proceedings,  received  late,  were  sent  to 
us,  but  we  preferred  to  let  his  work  stand  complete  in  itself,  and  so  let  them  go  over 
to  his  successor. 

Of  the  weight  to  be  accorded  to  court  records  in  Masonic  trials,  Bro.  Wait  says, 
under  California : 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  held  that  upon  a  Masonic  trial  a  conviction  of  the  crime  in  a 
criminal  court  of  the  state  was  conclusive  evidence  of  guilt. 
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Our  observation  leaves  the  impression  upon  our  minds  tluit  it  is  more  generally  licld  that  such 
a  conviction  \i,  prima  facie  evidence  of  guilt  in  the  Masonic  trial,  but  liable  to  be  rebutted.  In  New 
Hampshire  the  opposite  extreme  to  the  rule  in  California  has  been  established,  viz.  :  that  such  a 
couviction  is  mere  hearsay  and  not  admissible  as  evidence  at  all. 

Uiuler  Colorado,  refenitig  to  a  decision  that  Negro  Masons  could  not  be  recog- 
nized, he  concedes  that  in  a  case  where  it  was  based  on  the  fact  of  birth  in  slavery, 
he  should  have  wished  to  see  it  upheld,  but  adds : 

At  this  day,  hovifever,  to  be  a  negro  can  hardly  afford  a  presumption  of  birth  in  slavery  ;  if 
shown  to  have  received  the  degrees  in  a  legitimate  lodge,  we  see  no  reason  why  he  should  not  be 
recognized  by  regular  Masons. 

We  think  that  upon  reflection  Bro.  Wait  will  conclude  that  even  if  lie  were 
born  in  slavery,  if  a  negro  were  made  in  a  legitimate  lodge  there  would  be  no  reason 
why  he  should  not  be  recognized  by  regular  Masons.  In  a  case  occurring  in  Illi- 
nois where  a  man  who  had  lost  both  feet,  and  could  only  conform  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  degrees  so  far  as  he  might  do  with  artificial  ones,  it  was  held  that 
though  clearly  ineligible  under  the  same  law  that  excludes  those  not  "  free  born,"  he 
was  a  regular  Mason  because  made  in  a  regular  lodge,  and  the  records  of  other  juris- 
dictions present  numerous  instances  of  ineligibility,  but  in  which  their  character  as 
regular  Masons  is  not  questioned,  and  in  some  of  them  we  think  we  remember  that 
Bro.  Wait  has  taken  this  view. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire,  following  close  on  the  heels  of  the 
Massachusetts  departure,  a  movement  was  set  on  foot  to  take  similar  action,  but 
owing  to  the  vigor  of  the  opposition  the  Scotch  Rite  managers  did  not  deem  it  pru- 
dent to  push  the  matter  to  final  action,  but  contented  themselves  with  getting  a  re- 
port from  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  affirming  the  same  principles  as  did  the 
report  by  which  in  Massachusetts  the  constitutional  amendment  was  engineered 
through  that  body.  From  the  following  we  infer  that  Bro.  Hedges,  of  Montana, 
made  the  same  comment,  in  substance,  on  this  action  that  we  did  on  the  action  of 
Massachusetts — that  therein  was  found  the  genesis  of  grand  orientism : 

He  thinks  the  resolutions  of  our  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  in  so  far  as  they  assert  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Masonry  generally,  make  this  body  a  Grand  Orient  rather 
than  a  Grand  Lodge. 

As  we  understand  those  resolutions,  their  general  purpose  and  scope  are,  to  declare  the  e.xclu- 
bive  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge  over  Symbolic  Masonry,  from  which  it  must  necessarily  result  that 
it  has  power  to  determine  what  bodies  shall  be  allowed  to  practice  the  ritual  of  Symbolic  Masonry, 
and  to  prohibit  the  practice  of  that  ritual  in  all  others.  We  cannot  see  that  this  is  anything  more 
than  the  assertion  of  the  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge  within  its  own  legitimate  sphere. 

Will  Bro.  Wait  say  that  he  believes  the  grand  lodge  has  the  power  to  say  that 
any  bodies  except  lodges  of  Ancient  Craft  Masons,  commonly  called  blue  lodges, 
may  lawfully  practice  the  ritual  of  symbolic  Masonry  ? 

Because  we  have  noted  some  points  whereon  we  ditfer,  it  must  not  be  supposed 
that  there  is  not  much  more  in  this  report  with  which  we  agree.  In  most  points  we 
find  ourselves  in  accord,  more  or  less  completely,  with  Bro.  Wait. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  1888. 

At  the  semi-annual  communication,  held  at  Manchester,  Dec.  27,  1887,  the  fol- 
lowing was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  be  requested,  at  his  earliest  convenience  after  the 
close  of  this  semi-annual  communication,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  consider  the  subject  of  a 
celebration  of  the  centennial  of  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  report  the  necessary  pre- 
liminary arrangements  at  the  annual  communication  in  May  next. 

The  annual  communication  was  held  at  Concord,  May  16,  1888.  The  repre- 
sentative of  Illinois  was  absent. 

The  grand  master  (William  R.  Burleigh)  announced  the  death  of  no  less 
than  five  past  district  deputy  grand  masters :  Alpheus  Dolloff,  Henry  S.George, 
Christopher  C.  Fellows,  Josiah  B.  Edgerly  and  John  C.  Neal.  Bro.  Fel- 
lows was  also  past  grand  pursuivant.     Of  the  difference  with  Vermont,  he  says : 

The  controversy  with  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont  is  still  unsettled.  This  is  owing, 
however,  more  to  my  own  absence  from  the  state  during  almost  the  entire  winter,  than  to  any  un- 
willingness on  their  part  to  meet  us.  The  present  Grand  Master,  M.  W.  Brother  Hall,  and  myself 
had  a  conference  upon  the  subject,  at  Bennington,  and  again  at  Boston,  in  December,  and  had  I 
been  able  to  give  attention  to  the  matter  I  have  no  doubt  an  adjustment  would  have  been  reached 
ere  this. 

He  announced  that  he  had  appointed  the  committee  on  their  centennial,  and 
the  committee  subsequently  reported,  fixing  the  time  at  the  annual  communication  in 
May,  1889,  which  for  that  purpose  would  continue  two  days. 

A  special  committee  reported  the  following,  and  it  was  adopted  as  a  standing 
regulation : 

It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  committees  on  character  of  applicants  for  initiation,  to  report 
upon  each  of  the  following  named  points  : 

1.  What  is  the  applicant's  age  ? 

2.  Where  is  his  residence  (specifying  locality  in  town  or  city  as  near  as  may  be),  and  has  he 
a  legal  residence  in  the  place  of  his  present  domicile? 

3.  Is  he  married  or  single,  and  if  married,  is  he  living  with  his  wife  ? 

4.  What  is  his  occupation,  and  where  is  he  employed? 

5.  Is  he  physically  qualified  for  admission  ? 

6.  Is  he  addicted  to  the  intemperate  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  ? 

7.  Does  he  gamble,  or  associate  with  bad  characters  ? 

8.  Does  he  habitually  use  profane  or  indecent  language? 

9.  Has  he  a  good  character  among  his  neighbors  ? 

10.  Does  he  possess  sufficient  education  and  intelligence  to  understand  aud  value  the  prin- 
ciples of  Freemasonry? 

11.  Has  he  previously  made  application  for  the  degrees,  and  it  so,  when  and  where  ? 
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13.  Are  there  any  other  facts  known  to  the  committee  which  should  properly  be  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  lodge  before  balloting  ? 

Notwithstanding  this  brings  to  mind  Mark  Twain's  famous  list  of  questions  to 
be  answered  by  an  appUcant  for  life  insurance,  it  seems  admirably  adapted  to  the 
end  sought;  it  will  permit  no  guilty  man  to  escape. 

The  committee  on  trials  and  appeals  found  itself  "  out  of  a  job,"  and  was  war- 
ranted in  congratulating  the  grand  lodge  upon  the  harmony  indicated  by  this  unusual 
circumstance. 

George  Washington  Currier,  of  Nashua,  was  elected  grand  master ;  George 
Perley  Cleaves,  Concord,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

Bro.  Albert  S.  Wait  presented  another  of  his  admirable  reports  on  corre- 
spondence (pp.  229),  in  which  Illinois  receives  extended  and  fraternal  notice.  He 
quotes  the  remarks  of  Grand  Master  Darrah  relative  to  England  and  Illinois,  and 
says: 

Here  perhaps  is  proper  occasion  to  reiterate  what  we  many  years  since  expressed,  that  we  do 
not  doubt  the  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  decline  fraternal  intercourse  with  a  sister  Grand  Lodge, 
though  we  think  it  should  be  an  extreme  case  to  justify  such  a  step.  But  we  are  fully  of  the  opinion 
that  such  a  determination  can  only  affect  the  official  relations  of  the  two  grand  bodies,  and  cannot 
extend  to  the  Masonic  status  of  the  membership  of  their  jurisdictions.  That  is  to  say,  it  is  not 
within  the  legitimate  province  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  because  of  some  conceived  affront  from  another 
grand  body,  to  deny  recognition  as  Masons  to  all  Masons  of  its  obedience,  or  to  prescribe  non- 
recognition  between  the  members  of  the  two,  considered  as  individual  Masons.  It  appears  from  the 
above  passage  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Darrah,  which  was  approved  by  his  Grand  Lodge, 
that  the  treatment  of  the  estrangement  in  question  is,  at  present  at  least  in  accordance  with  this  view. 
We  devoutly  trust  it  will  go  no  further,  and  that  even  the  estrangement  will  soon  give  place  to  more 
fraternal  conditions. 

It  is  proper  to  state,  since  he  speaks  of  the  approval  by  the  grand  lodge  of  the 
fraternal  sentiments  uttered  by  Grand  Master  Darrah,  that  the  question  of  the 
power  of  the  grand  lodge  to  interdict  intercourse  between  the  Masons  of  its  obedience 
and  those  of  another  jurisdiction  was  in  no  way  involved. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  case  of  Bro.  John  Fairlie  Allen,  a  citi- 
zen of  Illinois,  made  a  Mason  in  Scotland  while  sojourning  there,  to  the  effect  that 
having  been  made  in  a  regular  lodge  he  was  entitled  to  be  recognized  as  a  regular 
Mason,  he  copies  in  full,  with  this  comment : 

If  there  is  any  doctrine  more  than  another  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  underlying  principles 
of  the  Masonic  Institution,  we  are  bold  to  declare  that  in  our  opinion  it  is  that  here  announced  by 
our  brethren  of  Illinois. 

We  may  add  that  the  doctrine  involved  has  been  held  and  insisted  upon  by 
Illinois  for  many  years,  and  that  she  is  not  disposed  to  abandon  it  because  it  is  her 
ox  that  is  gored. 

He  speaks  in  very  complimentary  terms  of  Bro.  Browning's  report,  and  gen- 
erally finds  himself  in  accord  with  his  views,  but  dissents  from  his  defence  of  the 
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doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  candidates.     Quoting  his  remarks  on 
this  subject  in  his  comments  on  Canada,  he  says  : 

If  the  above  reasoning  coveied  the  whole  case,  we  should  feel  much  disposed  to  accede  to  it, 
and  to  accept  its  conclusion.  But  it  seems  to  us  that  argument,  as  thus  stated,  falls  far  too  short  of 
the  whole  breadth  ot  the  question  involved.  It  may  very  well  be  that  a  young  man  may  have  fallen 
for  a  time  into  such  habits  as  not  only  to  justify  but  to  demand  his  rejection  by  the  lodge  of  his 
residence,  but  having  removed  to  a  distant  state  or  country  he  may  after  the  lapse  of  some  years 
have  acquired  such  a  character  as  to  render  him  eminently  fit  for  Masonic  affiliation.  Not  only  may 
this  be  so,  but  common  experience  justifies  the  assertion  that  it  often  is  so  in  fact.  In  such  a  case 
the  rejecting  lodge  knows  nothing  of  the  change  in  the  person's  character,  and  is  unfit  to  judge  of 
it ;  besides,  it  will  often  be  the  case  that  the  membership  of  the  latter  lodge  is  so  changed  at  the 
time  of  the  second  application  that  no  member  knows  anything  of  the  person  or  of  the  reasons  of  the 
rejection,  and  have  no  means  of  judging  whether  or  not  assent  to  the  candidate's  application  ought 
to  be  given.  As  applicable  to  such  a  case  we  cannot  think  that  doctrine  which  would  give  to  the 
rejecting  lodge  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  the  candidate  a  reasonable  one. 

Each  Grand  Lodge  may  very  properly  prescribe  the  rule  as  one  of  local  law  among  its  own 
lodges,  but  we  do  not  think  it  a  doctrine  of  general  application  as  affecting  the  several  jurisdictions 
in  their  relations  with  each  other. 

The  statement  of  the  possibility  of  reformation  is  a  fair  one,  but  if  the  rejecting 
lodge  knows  nothing  of  the  change  in  his  character  it  ought  to  be  informed  of  it  be- 
fore it  is  asked  to  vote  on  the  question  of  waiver ;  and  where  the  rejecting  lodge 
knows  at  the  time  of  the  second  application  that  he  was  primarily  rejected  on  ac- 
count of  bad  habits,  or  whether  his  case  has  passed  out  of  its  recollection,  we  think 
it  would  rarely  happen  a  refusal  to  waive  jurisdiction  would  follow  if  assured  that  he 
had  now  developed  such  a  character  as  to  render  him  a  desirable  acquisition  to  the 
Fraternity. 

It  is  not  always  safe  to  infer  a  man's  profession  from  his  writing  on  non-pro- 
fessional subjects,  but  we  will  confess  that  we  have  always  set  Bro.  Wait  down  in 
our  own  mind  as  a  lawyer,  and  since  reading  remarks  on  the  case  of  the  brother  in 
Michigan  who  after  being  elected  to  membership  upon  dimit,  was  unable  to  pass  an 
examination  and  was  refused  admission  by  the  master,  we  venture  to  make  public 
confession  of  our  diagnosis.  The  grand  master  decided  that  the  action  of  the  master 
was  right.     Bro.  Wait  says  : 

We  do  not  see  how  this  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master  can  be  sustained.  The  lodge  might  very 
properly,  perhaps,  have  required,  as  pre-requisite  to  reception  of  the  application  of  the  candidate 
for  affiliation,  that  he  should  prove  himself  by  an  examination,  or,  failing  on  such  an  examination, 
the  brethren  might  have  been  justified  in  rejecting  him ;  but,  having  received  his  application  and 
upon  the  ballot  taken  actually  elected  him  to  membership,  how  he  could  properly  be  refused  admis- 
sion to  the  lodge,  passes  our  comprehension.  The  Worshipful  Master  might,  doubtless,  very  prop- 
erly have  refused  to  allow  action  upon  the  application  till  the  candidate  should  prove  himself  upon 
examination,  but,  receiving  the  application  and  allowing  a  ballot  upon  it,  how  he  could  afterwards 
go  behind  the  action  of  the  lodge  as  well  as  his  own,  and  refuse  admission  to  the  elected  brother, 
seems  to  us  a  problem  not  of  easy  solution. 

To  our  lay  mind  all  pleas,  however  skillful  and  cogent  as  to  the  legal  effect  of 
a  favorable  ballot,  must  vanish  into  thin  air  when  a  master  of  a  lodge  is  asked  to  ad- 
mit one  whom  he  has  not  found  to  be  as  lawfully  entitled  to  the  secrets  of  Masonry 
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as  he  is  himself.  Going  behind  the  action  of  the  lodge  would  be  a  bagatelle  compared 
to  going  behind  the  immemorial  and  irrevocable  law  of  Masonry. 

Bro.  Wait  is  still  unsatisfied  with  Illinois  for  holding  that  her  recognition  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  foreclosed  for  her  all  question  as  to  who  is  the  proper  and 
only  competent  authority  to  pass  upon  the  status  of  lodges  in  that  jurisdiction;  doubts, 
we  infer  from  his  remark,  that  "  its  former  master,  wardens,  treasurer,  secretary  and 
some  of  its  members  are  expelled  Masons  and  cannot  lawfully  receive  Masonic  rec- 
ognition," the  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  to  place  individual  mem- 
bers of  Hiram  Lodge  under  the  ban  except  by  formal  trial  and  individual  suspension 
or  expulsion ;  looks  to  see  the  claim  set  up  for  the  Chicago  convention  that  the  con- 
clusions by  it  promulgated  and  the  advice  it  assumes  to  publish,  ought,  because  of 
the  character  of  the  body,  to  be  accorded  special  weight  above  that  of  individual 
opinion;  on  the  question  whether  a  past  master  is  a  past  master  outside  of  the  juris- 
diction of  his  own  grand  lodge  confesses  himself  to  have  been  in  doubt,  but  seems 
inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  reception  of  the  past  master's  degree,  or  if  others  pre- 
fer that  form  of  expression,  io  pass  the  chair,  confers  upon  the  brother  the  status  of  a 
past  master  which  he  must  carry  with  him  wherever  he  goes,  whether  within  or  with- 
out the  jurisdiction  of  his  own  grand  lodge,  although  liable  to  be  denied  any  rights 
or  eligibilities  as  accruing  therefrom  should  he  move  into  another  jurisdiction,  a  view 
that  we  think  would  come  pretty  near  our  own  if  the  supposed  effect  of  the  ceremony 
of  passing  the  chair  were  eliminated,  that  is,  that  we  think  the  fact  of  his  having 
been  inaster  of  a  lodge  that  we  recognize  as  a  lawful  lodge,  regardless  of  the  particular 
forms  observed  in  installing  that  officer  in  the  jurisdiction  of  his  grand  lodge,  ought 
to  fix  his  status  as  a  past  master  everywhere,  beyond  cavil. 

He  argues  strongly  and  we  think  unanswerably  in  opposition  to  the  doctrine 
held  in  Maine,  Massachusetts  and  Maryland,  that  a  citizen  of  one  of  those  States 
made  a  Mason  in  some  other  State  is  not  entitled  to  recognition  as  a  Mason  at  home, 
although  made  in  a  regular  lodge,  in  full  conformity  to  the  law  under  which  it  works  ; 
still  denies  the  right  of  a  member  to  exclude  a  visitor  by  peremptory  and  unques- 
tioned objection;  fully  agrees  that  a  non  affiliated  Mason  ought  not  to  be  entitled  io 
claim  the  charities  of  the  institution,  but  says  he  will  never  cease  to  insist  that  there 
may  be,  and  often  are,  cases  in  which  not  only  may  such  charities  with  propriety  be 
extended,  but  "  where  every  principle  of  Masonry  would  forbid  that  they  should  be 
withheld,"  and  these  words  which  we  have  marked  as  a  direct  quotation  show  that 
sometimes  at  least  he  would  stand  very  nearly  in  the  position  we  hold  upon  this 
question,  which  is,  that  the  unaffiliated  Mason  has  the  same  right  to  claim  the  char- 
ities of  his  brethren  that  the  affiliate  has,  and  that  no  laws  or  regulations  can  divest 
a  brother  whose  aid  is  sought,  of  equal  obligation  to  assist  in  either  case,  unless  the 
applicant  has  been  stamped  "  unworthy"  by  the  verdict  of  a  lodge  after  due  trial ; 
holds  with  Bro.  Moore,  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  others,  that  the  question  whether  a  de- 
ceased brother  should  be  buried  with  Masonic  ceremonies  properly  hinges  on  the 
amount  of  eclat  or  discredit  that  will  be  reflected  on  the  Fraternity  by  burying  a  good 
or  a  bad  man ;  seems  to  be  surprised  at  the  Ohio  denial  of  the  universally  recognized 
right  of  a  lodge  to  instruct  its  representatives  in  grand  lodge,  but  he  needn't  be,  that 
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decision  was  not  conceived  in  a  grand  lodge,  but  in  a  supreme  council — the  hand 
was  the  hand  of  Esau,  but  the  voice  was  the  voice  of  Jacob;  is  in  accord  with  Bro. 
Matthews,  of  Texas,  in  regarding  the  affirmation  of  a  Quaker  as  his  oath,  so  taken 
in  the  courts  of  the  country,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  so  accepted  in  Masonry ;  is  not 
greatly  disposed  to  sympathize  with  the  idea  that  it  is  proper  to  apply  the  test  of  the 
landmarks  to  bodies  of  doubtful  legitimacy,  although  he  is  ready  enough  to  do  it  in 
the  case  of  bodies  of  whose  regularity  there  is  no  question ;  and  so  far  as  we  can  dis- 
cover, is  careful  not  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  recent  Masonic  legislation  on  the 
liquor  traffic,  but  wisely  says  that  it  may  lead  to  complications  the  solution  of  which 
may  require  as  well  forbearance  as  cool  and  candid  deliberation. 


NORTH   CAROLINA,   1888. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Raleigh,  Jan.  lo,  the  representative  of  Illinois  being  on 
duty  in  the  southeast. 

The  grand  master  (Charles  H.  Robinson)  reports  harmony  throughout  the 
jurisdiction.  He  announced  the  death  of  one  of  the  grand  officers,  William  N. 
Benton,  junior  grand  deacon,  and  of  several  other  brethren,  among  them  Brother 
William  P.  Gurley,  who  was  elected  Master  of  Charity  Lodge,  No.  5,  in  1857, 
and  held  the  office  continuously  until  the  time  of  his  death,  a  term  of  thirty  years! 
The  grand  master  sensibly  enforces  the  idea  that  because  lodges  cannot  have  every- 
thing it  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  have  something : 

I  think  in  many  of  the  lodges  there  is  too  little  attention  paid  to  the  attractiveness  of  the 
lodge  room  and  its  furnishing,  and  many  brethren  who  take  a  pride  in  the  comforts  and  surround- 
ings of  their  homes — which  I  heartily  commend — are  very  indifferent  about  the  condition  of  the 
lodge.  Make  the  places  of  meeting  delightful  places.  I  know  that  where  the  membership  is  small 
and  the  means  of  the  brethren  are  limited  and  the  needs  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  are  constantly  before 
them,  it  is  not  possible  to  have  a  luxurious  hall,  but  a  little  care  would  make  it  clean  and  comfortable 
and  a  place  to  be  enjoyed. 

The  one  thing  that  our  North  Carolina  brethren  carry  always  in  their  hearts,  is, 
as  the  grand  master  intimates  above,  the  Orphan  Asylum  at  Oxford.  The  grand 
master  thus  concludes  his  reference  to  it : 

Our  first  Grand  Master,  in  his  Proverbs,  tells  us:  "He  that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor 
lendeth  unto  the  Lord,  and  that  which  he  hath  given  will  He  pay  him  again."  Have  wc  been  re- 
paid? A  thousand  times  yes!  It  has  done  more  for  the  Grand  Lodge  and  our  Order  than  can  be  ex- 
pressed. Shakespeare  says  of  mercy  :  "  It  blcsseth  him  that  gives  and  him  that  takes."  It  has  done 
more  than  to  return  the  blessing  to  us.  It  has  set  an  example  that  has  been  followed  by  several 
religious  denominations  who  now  have  Orphan  Asylums  in  our  State.  There  is  room  for  all,  and 
God's  blessing  will  be  upon  all.  It  is  the  brighest  jewel  in  our  crown.  Keep  it  pure  and  sparkling, 
that  its  rays  may  send  light  and  warmth  into  every  lodge  in  our  jurisdiction. 
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The  following  decisions  were  rendered  and  approved  : 

ist.  Every  willful  violation  of  the  criminal  law  of  the  land  by  a  Mason  is  a  Masonic  offense, 
regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  person  against  whom  it  is  committed  be  not  a  Mason. 

2d.  Can  a  lodge  dimitting  a  member  bring  charges  against  him  for  an  offense  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  before  the  dimit  was  granted? 

Held :    That  it  can.     [Mitchell's  Digest,  Vol.  2,  page  577.] 

3d.  No  Mason  can  be  called  to  account  for  the  vote  he  has  deposited.  No  enquiry  on  this 
subject  can  be  entertained  ;  no  information  can  be  received.     [Mackey's  Masonic  Jurisprudence,] 

4th.    A  petition  for  degrees  must  be  signed  by  the  petitioner ;  cannot  be  signed  by  a  proxy. 

The  exception  to  No.  2,  we  should  say,  would  be  where  the  brother  had  moved 
into  the  jurisdiction  of  some  other  lodge,  and  that  body  had  already  begun  proceed- 
ings against  him  for  the  same  offense. 

The  grand  secretary,  in  his  report,  estimates  that  there  are  at  least  five  thousand 
Masons  in  the  jurisdiction  who  are  unaffiliated  (against  a  membership  of  6,606), 
made  so  by  the  disorganization  of  lodges,  or  exclusion  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

Three  charters  were  granted,  and  one  lodge  continued  under  dispensation. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  recommended  and  the  grand  lodge  adopted 
the  following  as  its  law  with  reference  to  exclusion  for  non-payment  of  dues  : 

Section  12.  (i).  No  member  of  a  lodge  shall  be  excluded  from  membership  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues  until  he  shall  have  been  notified  by  a  legal  summons  to  appear  and  show  cause  for  such 
delinquency. 

(2).  A  failure  to  respond  to  said  notification  shall  subject  the  offender  to  the  pains  and  penal- 
ties prescribed  for  a  violation  of  a  legal  summons. 

It  was  provided  that  members  who  had  previously  been  excluded  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues  might  be  reinstated  upon  the  payment  of  such  dues,  and  on  such  terms 
as  the  lodges  might  determine. 

Charles  H.  Robinson,  of  Wilmington,  was  re-elected  grand  master ;  Donald 
W.  Bain,  Raleigh,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  volume  contains  the  records  of  six  special  communications  for  public  work 
— dedicating  halls  and  laying  corner  stones  of  Masonic  halls,  churches  and  court 
houses,  and,  in  one  instance,  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  confederate  dead. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  78)  is  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, Bro.  Donald  W.  Bain,  and  by  Bro.  E.  S.  Maktin,  but  the  chairman  gives 
to  his  associate  the  credit  for  the  entire  report  with  the  exception  of  a  few  jurisdic- 
tions. It  is  a  very  creditable  and  interesting  review,  in  which  Illinois  finds  a  place. 
Extended  quotations  are  made  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Darrah,  with  the 
endorsement  of  the  committee,  and  Bro.  Browning's  report  on  correspondence  is 
commended.  The  committee  think  the  tiler  should  be  counted  in  making  up  the 
seven  Master  Masons  required  by  our  law  to  be  present  before  a  lodge  can  be  opened 
on  any  degree. 
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The  committee  seem  a  little  inclined  to  provincialism — rather  disposed  to  try 
the  correctness  of  things  elsewhere  by  the  law  and  the  customs  of  North  Carolina, 
but  we  doubt  not  they  will  soon  outgrow  that  and  weigh  things  for  their  intrinsic 
value. 

They  regret  and  deplore  the  Hiram  Lodge  rebellion  and  its  consequences;  agree 
with  Bro.  Parvin,  as  we  do,  that  when  a  lodge  loses  its  charter  by  fire  or  theft  the 
issue  of  a  dispensation  to  enable  the  brethren  to  continue  their  labors  as  a  chartered 
lodge  is  a  superfluity,  their  vested  rights  still  being  all  intact ;  also  agree  with  him 
that  a  grand  master  cannot  suspend  a  master  of  a  lodge  from  all  the  rights,  privileges 
and  benefits  of  Masonry,  though  he  may  suspend  him  from  the  functions  of  his  officci 
which  leads  us  to  remark  that  that  depends ;  in  Illinois  it  has  been  held  without 
cavil,  that  under  our  law  which  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission,  if  tlie 
grand  master  so  elects,  to  try  charges  against  a  master,  that  the  grand  master  can 
suspend  from  all  Masonic  rights  if  in  his  judgment  the  findings  warrant  it,  but  here, 
of  course,  the  power  to  suspend  rests  on  regulation  and  not  on  prerogative ;  they  cor- 
rect the  mistake  of  Bro.  Parvin  in  saying  that  North  Carolina  had  given  its  ap- 
proval to  co-operative  insurance  companies,  and  point  out  that  the  motion  to  approve 
failed ;  ask  if  the  deposit  anywhere  of  a  guide  to  the  work  is  not  contrary  to  the  an- 
cient rules  of  the  Fraternity  and  a  violation  of  obligation,  overlooking  the  fact  that 
all  "  monitors"  are  guides  to  the  work;  regret  to  be  obliged  to  confess  the  truth  of 
Bro.  Pierson's  strictures  on  electioneering  for  office  in  Masonry,  as  they  have  seen 
it;  hold  to  the  right  of  a  member  to  exclude  a  visitor  by  peremptory  objection;  say 
that  their  regulations  do  not  permit  lodges  to  charge  a  fee  when  they  confer  degrees 
for  other  lodges,  the  act  being  an  exten.sion  of  Masonic  courtesy;  do  not  shake  off 
their  sense  of  obligation  so  easily  as  do  some  of  their  New  York  brethren,  but  say 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  must  certainly  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  Quebec  now,  as  she  was  committed  to  the  doctrine  of  exclusive  grand  lodge 
sovereignty  in  the  early  years  of  the  century,  in  her  controversy  with  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Kentucky ;  dissent  emphatically  from  the  Ohio  dictum  that  a  lodge  cannot  in- 
struct its  master ;  and  hold  that  in  the  formation  of  grand  lodges  a  majority  of  lodges 
should  be  necessary  to  regularity. 


NOVA  SCOTIA,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Truro,  June  I,  the  representative  of  Illinois  being  pres- 


ent. 


Immediately  after  opening  the  grand  lodge  formed  in  procession,  headed  by 
the  Truro  brass  band,  and  (angels  and  ministers  of  grace  defend  us!   Bro.  Vaux,) 
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wide  open,  marched  through  the  streets  to  St.  John's  church,  where  a  sermon  was 
preached  by  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master,  the  Rev.  D.  C.  Moore,  grand  chaplain, 
from  the  three  texts :  Love  the  Brotherhood;  Fear  God;  Honour  the  King.  On 
returning  to  the  lodge  room  "  the  grand  lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment 
until  3  o'clock  r.  M." 

The  grand  master  (Lewis  Johnstone,  M.  D.,)  like  a  loyal  subject  refers  at  the 
outset  to  the  jubilee  year  of  the  Queen,  and  advises  that  the  grand  lodge  take  a  prom- 
inent position  in  its  celebration. 

He  reports  the  demise  of  Natiian  Tupper,  past  junior  grand  warden,  and  of 
IL  C.  D.  Twining,  who  held  the  position  of  grand  secretary  of  the  District  Grand 
Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  retained  it  under  the  present  grand  lodge  until  his  suc- 
cessor, the  present  incumbent,  was  elected. 

Referring  to  certain  rumors  of  discreditable  proceedings  on  an  excursion  whicli, 
in  spite  of  his  refusal  to  authorize  its  being  advertised  as  under  the  auspices  of  the 
grand  lodge,  seems  to  have  been  somehow  advertised  as  being  under  Masonic  aus- 
pices, he  says : 

In  my  opinion  the  use  of  Masonic  emblems,  or  the  word  "  Masonic,"  or  of  the  expression 
"imder  the  auspices  of  a  Masonic  Lodge,"  in  connection  with  any  advertisement  of  a  celebration, 
banquet,  excursion,  or  any  demonstration  that  is  not  essentially  Masonic  in  character,  or  authorized 
by  the  Grand  Master  or  his  representatives,  is  improper,  and  should  not  be  permitted. 

We  copy  four  of  the  five  decisions  rendered  by  him : 

To  an  enquiry  from  New  Caledonia  Lodge,  No.  ii,  "  whether  a  candidate  elected  in  the  year 
1880,  but  not  initiated,  could,  on  re-application  in  1887,  be  balloted  for,  and  it  elected,  initiated  the 
same  evening,  the  by-law  of  the  lodge  requiring  that  a  candidate  should  be  again  proposed  and  bal- 
loted for,  if  more  than  12  months  had  elapsed  since  his  election?  " 

I  decided  that  the  proceedings  must  be  de  novo — the  proposition  referred  again  to  a  com- 
mittee and  reported  on  after  the  lapse  of  a  month,  in  accordance  with  Chap.  14,  Sec.  44. 

On  the  resolution  of  a  suspended  member,  by  the  payment  in  full  of  all  arrearages  due  his 
lodge,  I  decided  that  the/<?r  capita  tax,  accruing  during  the  interval  of  suspension,  became  justly 
due  and  should  be  included  in  the  regular  returns  to  Grand  Lodge. 

Question. — "Can  a  brother  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  be  excused  by  his  lodge  from 
paying  arrearages,  and  thus  be  restored?  " 

Ans7ver. — No,  Section  24,  Chap.  14,  requires  payment  at  least  up  to  time  of  suspension. 

Question. — Three  candidates  A,  B,  and  C,  are  running  at  an  election  for  office.  A  has  a  m.ajority 
over  B  and  C,  but  not  sufficient  to  elect  him.  B  and  C  are  ties.  Can  the  W.  Master  cast  two  bal- 
lots to  relieve  the  tie? 

Answer — No,  B  and  C  must  submit  to  another  ballot  in  order  that  whichever  of  the  two  has 
the  majority,  shall  finally  contest  with  A. 

We  confess  that  we  do  not  understand  the  last  one ;  the  obvious  answer,  it 
seems  to  us,  would  be  that  the  ballot  must  be  repeated  until  A,  B  or  C  had  a  major- 
ity. We  agree  with  the  first,  but  unless  the  second  rests  on  a  local  regulation  we 
think  it  is  erroneous.     The  third  we  suppose  to  be  correct  as  an  exposition  of  Nova 
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Scotia  law,  but  we  think  it  is  a  bad  law  that  forbids  a  lodge  to  remit  any  portion  of 
a  brother's  dues  when  the  brethren  think  the  exigency  calls  for  it. 

The  grand  master  sees  clearly  what  brethren  often  forget,  that  resolutions  passed 
from  year  to  year  and  called  standing  regulations  are  not  law  in  the  constitutional 
sense  of  the  word ;  he  says : 

As  these  regulations,  obviously  invalid,  are  yearly  increasing,  I  would  venture  to  suggest  that 
some  action  be  taken  during  the  session,  either  by  referring  the  subject  toa  committee  or  by  devising 
some  means  of  reconciling  their  inconsistency  with  our  established  constitutional  law,  which  we  are 
bound  under  obligation  to  respect  and  observe. 

The  committee  on  address  seconded  the  suggestion,  but  the  matter  slept. 

The  grand  lodge  refused  to  reduce  the  annual  dues  from  75  to  50  cents  per  cap- 
ita; appointed  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  whole  matter  of  ritual  with 
reference  to  burial  service,  ceremony  of  laying  corner-stones,  etc.,  and  report  next 
year ;  approved  the  grand  master's  decisions,  and  in  accord  with  his  suggestion  con- 
ferred the  rank  of  deputy  grand  master  on  Grand  Secretary  Benj.  Curren,  and  the 
rank  of  past  district  deputy  grand  master  on  twelve  brethren  v/ho  had  completed  two 
years'  service  as  district  deputies;  granted  one  dispensation  for  a  new  loege;  ordered 
past  grand  master's  jewels  to  be  prepared  for  past  grand  masters  Laurie  and  Tay- 
lor, and  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  Queen,  on  the  occasion 
of  her  jubilee. 

Lewis  Johnstone,  M.  D.,  of  Stellarton,  was  re-elected  grand  master ;  Benj. 
Curren,  D.  C.  L.,  Halifax,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

A  special  communication  was  held  at  Halifax,  June  22,  to  celebrate  the  jubilee 
of  Her  Majesty,  Queen  Victoria,  at  which  the  representative  of  Illinois  assisted  by 
his  presence. 

The  grand  lodge,  opened  in  ample  form,  was  escorted  by  an  imposing  pro- 
cession to  St.  Paul's  church,  where  the  Rev.  David  C.  Moore,  past  deputy  grand 
master  and  present  grand  chaplain,  preached  from  the  text,  "  I  exhort  that  first  of  all, 
supplications,  prayers,  intercessions  and  giving  of  thanks  be  made  for  all  men — for 
kings  and  all  that  are  in  authority;"  after  which  the  grand  lodge  returned  to  Free- 
mason's Hall,  adopted  an  address  to  the  Queen,  and  then  closed. 

We  presume  those  who  deny  the  possibility  of  a  lodge  of  Masons  existing,  open, 
in  the  public  street,  will  say  that  this  was  an  unorganized  gathering  of  individual 
Masons  who  did  these  things ;  but  we  prefer  to  accept  the  record  which  says  it  was 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  105)  is  again  from  the  hand  of  Bro.  D.  C. 
Moore,  the  man-of-all-work  of  that  jurisdiction.  Illinois  receives  generous  atten- 
tention,  and  the  fact  that  he  finds  fault  with  our  volume  before  he  opens  it — because 
the  cover  is  rose  color  instead  of  "true  blue  " — is  no  index  of  captious  criticism  after 
he  gets  fairly  nt  us.     He  quotes  at  some  length  from  Grand  Master  Darrah's  ad- 
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dress,  and  especially  commends  his  remarks  on  intemperance  and  profanity.  Allud- 
ing to  Bro.  Gurney's  complimentary  notice  of  his  work  as  a  reporter,  and  his  ex- 
pressed wish  that  Bro.  Moore  would  be  a  better  representative  of  himself,  the  latter 
says  that  "  this  he  has  the  honor  of  declining ;  he  repeats  his  business  is  not  to  give 
his  individual  opinions  but  to  show  as  far  as,  in  limited  space,  he  can  the  state  of 
Masonry  in  each  jurisdiction."  This  modest  promise  is  well  kept,  but  we  feel  quite 
sure  if  all  the  reports  on  correspondence  were  divested  of  the  discussions  and  ex- 
pressions of  individual  opinions  they  contain,  Bro.  Moore  would  be  the  first  to  con- 
fess that  the  profit,  to  him,  of  his  review  was  greatly  diminished.  If  this  seems  prob- 
able to  him  we  leave  him  to  make  the  application. 

Catching  an  occasional  outcropping  of  his  opinions,  we  find  that  he  has  long 
held  the  opinion  that  the  deputy  grand  master  and  grand  wardens  should  perform 
the  duties  of  district  deputies  in  the  districts  in  which  they  reside,  and  not  be  mere 
figure-heads  in  the  positions  of  honor  (he  will  excuse  us  for  spelling  honor  without 
the  u)  and  distinction  which  they  occupy;  reminds  Grand  Secretary  Wheeler  that 
"  we  '  Britishers '  "  call  the  air  to  which  his  excellent  ode  is  set  "  God  Save  the 
Queen,"  not  "  America,"  but  we  presume  he  would  prefer  that  we  keep  it  under  any 
name  than  lose  so  grand  an  air  altogether ;  goes  the  grand  master  of  Maine,  who  re- 
corded the  pleasure  he  had  in  conferring  the  third  degree  on  his  own  son,  one  bet- 
ter, as  he  not  only  had  the  same  experience  with  the  third  degree,  but  in  the  placing 
of  his  son  in  the  "  chair  of  King  Solomon;"  copies  without  fathering  the  error  of  the 
last  of  a  long  line  of  grand  orators  who  have  said  that  every  one  of  the  American 
revolutionary  generals  were  Masons  except  Benedict  Arnold,  the  traitor ;  shows 
that  similar  ideas  will  get  into  heads  widely  separated  when  he  says  the  absence  of  a 
report  on  correspondence  in  the  Nebraska  proceedings,  considering  the  size  of  their 
surplus,  seems  an  oversight ;  explains  that  the  English  lodge  which  has  set  several 
American  writers  to  worrying  lest  the  exclusive  sovereignty  of  Nova  Scotia  was  being 
vexed  by  an  intruder,  is  simply  a  military  lodge  connected  with  a  British  garrison  and 
confining  itself  wholly  to  the  army  for  its  material ;  deprecates — in  view  of  the  strict- 
ures of  the  New  York  committee  on  the  recognition,  by  Nova  Scotia,  of  the  grand 
lodges  of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria — uncharitable  language  in  records  which 
may  be  seen  by  the  profane,  and  thinks  if  New  York  or  any  other  grand  lodge  thinks 
they  have  made  a  mistake  it  is  better  to  say  so  and  stop  right  there,  and  if  this  lati- 
tude extends  to  high  privates  as  well  as  to  grand  lodges,  we  avail  ourselves  of  the 
opportunity  to  Say  that  we  think  they  have  made  a  mistake  ;  and  is  taken  off  his  feet 
when  the  Vermont  reviewer  credits  the  Nova  Scotia  review  to  Daniel  O'Moore, 
but  in  view  of  the  weakness  of  Grand  Secretary  Curren  for  initials  instead  of  "front 
names,"  we  think  our  Bro.  D.  C.  ought  to  be  grateful  that  he  didn't  turnup  as  Darby 
or  Demosthenes. 


I2t 
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OHIO,    1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Dayton,  Oct.  25.  The  representative  of  Illinois  was  not 
present.  The  grand  master  (S.  Stacker  Williams)  refers  to  distinguished  Crafts- 
men dead  in  other  jurisdictions,  among  them  Past  Grand  Master  Gurney.  He  re- 
ports the  laying  of  several  corner- stones,  and  tells  how  the  master  of  a  lodge  at  Find- 
lay  had  taken  a  wholesale  contract  to  lay  five  in  one  day  for  private  manufacturing 
establishments,  and  had  sent  invitations  right  and  left  without  waiting  to  hear  whether 
the  grand  master  would  do  the  work.  Of  course  the  grand  master  informed  him,  as 
soon  as  the  matter  reached  his  ears,  that  while  grand  lodges  perform  the  ceremonies 
of  laying  corner  stones  of  public  structures,  they  did  not  perform  such  ceremonies  for 
private  enterprises. 

The  charter  of  a  lodge  having  been  burned,  the  grand  master  seems  to  have 
been  of  the  opinion  that  some  authority  from  him  was  necessary  to  enable  the  breth- 
ren to  continue  their  labors  until  the  meeting  of  the  grand  lodge,  and  issued  his  dis- 
pensation accordingly. 

He  details  a  case  in  which  the  records  of  the  lodge  were  changed  and  misstate- 
ments made  with  reference  to  a  brother  who  had  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  and  had  died  under  suspension,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  payment  of  a  poli- 
cy in  a  so-called  Masonic  life  insurance  association.  The  whole  transaction  was  un- 
covered by  the  grand  master's  investigation,  the  friends  failed  to  get  the  money,  and  the 
charter  of  the  lodge  was  temporarily  suspended.  This  is  a  new  phase  of  the  evil 
involved  in  these  benefit  or  insurance  societies  which  make  their  liabilities  contin- 
gent on  the  Masonic  standing  of  the  insured. 

He  details  the  history  of  the  calling  of  the  Chicago  convention,  the  initiative 
having  been  taken  by  Past  Grand  Master  Gove,  of  Minnesota.  He  thinks  the  time 
of  the  participants  profitably  spent. 

He  gives  attention  to  the  subject  of  improper  publications,  and  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks  says : 

If  the  simple  act  of  furnishing  the  secular  press  with  an  account  of  ordinary  transactions  of 
Lodges  is  a  violation  of  our  rule,  what  shall  be  said  of  the  acts  of  a  Brother  ora  number  of  Brethren 
who  combine  together,  secure  baseless  and  infamous  charges  to  be  illegally  preferred  against  re- 
spected Brethern,  and  within  a  few  hours  thereafter  we  see  the  whole  proceeding,  with  flaming 
head-lines,  published  in  a  newspaper,  hundreds  of  copies  marked,  and  sent  broadcast  throughout 
the  country?  To  the  scandal  and  disgrace  of  the  Fraternity,  it  has  to  be  admitted  that  such  an  act 
has  been  done  in  this  Jurisdiction.  And  in  consequence  of  protection  afforded  private  correspon- 
dents of  the  press,  investigations  have  failed  thus  far  to  bring  the  guilty  parties  to  justice. 

That  we  can  control  the  press  of  the  country  I  do  not  for  a  moment  claim,  but  I  submit  the 
question  to  you  whether  there  is  power  in  this  Grand  Lodge  to  aid  Subordinates  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  when  they  are  surrounded  by  such  embarassments  as  in  the  case  stated. 

Thus  far  as  to  the  secular  press;  and  now  a  word  with  reference  to  improper  publications  in 
a  Masonic  magazine. 
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He  then  details  the  case  of  the  Masonic  Review,  which  in  its  February  number 
gave  a  synopsis  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  of  Onta- 
rio, but  failed  to  notice  that  these  bodies  were  clandestine.  The  representative  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  wrote  to  the  editor  of  the  Review  on  the  4th  of  March, 
calling  his  attention  to  the  matter,  and  received  no  answer;  and  as  no  explanation 
appeared  in  the  March  number  of  the  periodical,  he  wrote  to  the  grand  master,  who, 
being  in  Cincinnati  soon  afterwards  called  at  the  office  of  the  Review,  had  a  friendly 
interview  with  the  owner  and  publisher,  Bro.  Thos.  Wrightson,  advised  him  of  the 
danger  of  misleading  his  readers,  expecting  him  to  cheerfully  make  the  correction  in 
his  next  issue ;  but  to  the  grand  master's  surprise  he  replied  that  he  published  it  as  a 
mere  matter  of  news,  and  did  not  agree  with  the  grand  master  that  an  explanation 
was  necessary.  This  matter  went  to  a  special  committee  whose  report  indicates  that 
it  might  have  been  selected  on  the  principle  of  fighting  the  devil  with  fire.  We  have 
not  seen  the  Masonic  Review,  and  all  we  know  of  its  style  is  what  we  gather  from 
this  report,  but  if  it  can  vie  with  the  report  in  unfraternal  venom  and  abusive  lan- 
guage when  speaking  of  brethren,  it  deserves  the  boycott  which  the  committee  pro- 
poses and  the  grand  lodge  advises.  Premising  that  we  agree  with  the  committee 
that  the  refusal  of  the  magazine  to  correct  the  wrong  done  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada,  is  deserving  of  the  severest  censure,  we  quote  from  the  report : 

The  publication  of  routine  matters  and  items  of  social  interest  pertaining  to  tlie  Fraternity 
can  not  do  serious  harm,  and  to  the  credit  of  the  secular  press  be  it  said  that  it  aims  to  exclude  all 
other  matters.  Occasionally  it  happens,  as  in  the  case  named  by  the  Grand  Master  as  being  of 
recent  date,  that  some  person  or  persons  recreant  to  their  vows,  disgrace  the  Order  by  securing  the 
publication  of  libelous  and  infamous  matter  attacking  the  character  of  Masons  and  Masonry.  Con- 
demnation in  such  cases  should  be  meted  out  to  the  contemptible  fellows  who  impose  upon  the 
press.  Men  guilty  of  such  acts  take  advantage  of  legal  quibbles,  and  when  summoned  to  testify 
refuse  to  do  so.  The  Mason  who  will  refuse  to  tell  the  whole  truth  when  summoned  before  a 
Masonic  tribunal,  especially  when  his  evidence  is  necessary  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  a  brother  and 
punish  a  wrong-doer,  is  unworthy  the  name  of  "Brother,"  and  a  disgrace  to  the  Fraternity.  If 
Masonic  law  be  powerless  to  reach  him,  he  can  rest  assured  that  he  merits  and  receives  the  con- 
tempt of  his  Brethren.  The  action  ot  the  publisher  of  the  Masonic  Review,  a  magazine  depending 
upon  the  support  of  the  Fraternity  in  Ohio,  in  refusing  to  correct  a  wrong  done  a  legitimate  Grand 
Lodge,  in  amity  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Grand  Master,  is  deserv- 
ing of  the  severest  censure.  It  can  hardly  excite  surprise,  however,  when  we  consider  that,  though 
this  magazine  claims  to  be  devoted  to  Masonry,  its  published  sentiments  are  frequently  abhorrent 
to  every  principale  of  the  Craft.  Ridicule  of  this  Grand  Body,  abuse  and  vilifying  of  the  personal 
character  of  many  of  its  Grand  Officers  and  most  loyal  members,  form  a  constant  staple  of  publica- 
tion. While  we  do  not  claim  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  suppress  such  publications,  we 
deem  it  our  imperative  duty  to  warn  the  Brethren,  and  to  urge  them  to  withhold  their  support  from 
a  magazine  so  potent  for  evil,  and  which  bears  the  marks  of  disloyalty  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  forget- 
fulness  of  Masonic  obligations,  and  disregard  for  the  feelings  of  the  Brethren  of  the  Fraternity. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  severely  condemns  the  unmasonic  newspaper  and  magazine 
publications  referred  to  in  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  and,  reminding  its  members  of  their 
sacred  duties  to  each  other,  as  well  as  to  the  best  welfare  of  the  Craft,  recommends  that  newspapers 
or  so-called  Masonic  magazines  of  the  character  in  question  be  neither  read  nor  patronized  hereafter 
by  the  loyal  and  true-hearted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Master  be  requested  to  exercise  the  power  vested  in  him  by  the 
Constitution  for  the  enforcement  of  the  preceding  resolution,  and  name,  to  those  properly  interested, 
the  obnoxious  newspapers  and  magazines,  either  now  existing,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  published. 


188  APPENDIX. — PART  I. 


In  this  harvest  of  discord,  bitterness,  crimination  and  recrimination  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ohio  is  reaping  where  she  has  sown,  for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  whether 
consciously  or  unconsciously,  that  also  shall  he  reap.  Not  that  in  the  outset  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  was  a  sinner  above  other  grand  lodges  in  extending  the  same 
courtesies  whidi  she  showed  to  chapters,  councils  and  commanderies,  to  another  asso- 
ciation of  Masons  which,  like  the  bodies  above  named,  made  the  possession  of  the  de- 
grees of  Masonry  a  prerequisite  to  membership,  but  which  unlike  them  claimed  the 
right  to  confer  these  degrees  itself  under  certain  circumstances,  although  professing  to 
waive  that  right  in  favor  of  the  grand  lodge ;  but  not  all  grand  lodges  have  been  so 
unfortunate  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  in  putting  their  toleration  of  the  joint  occu- 
pancy of  apartments  by  lodges  and  these  various  associations  of  Masons  into  the  form 
of  a  regulation  susceptible  of  being  perverted  so  widely  from  its  original  design.  The 
regulation  alluded  to  (Rule  79  of  the  Ohio  code)  is  as  follows : 

"  No  Subordinate  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction  shall  permit  its  Lodgeroom  to  be  used  by  any 
other  society  or  order  whatsoever,  nor  shall  it  occupy  any  hall  or  room  jointly  with  any  other 
society  or  order,  except  by  the  special  permission  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Master  ;  but  noth- 
ing in  this  regulation  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  a  Subordinate  Lodge  from  using  rooms  jointly 
with  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  a  Masonic  Council,  or  Commandery,  or  a  Masonic  Body." 

We  have  reproduced  the  regulation  here  because  we  shall  have  occasion  to  refer 
to  it  in  considering  the  decisions  reported  by  the  grand  master,  which  we  quote : 

1.  As  to  charges.  Only  a  member  of  the  Lodge  of  which  the  accused  is  a  member  has  a 
right  to  prefer  charges.  Any  other  Brother  has  a  right  to  make  a  complaint  to  the  Worshipful 
Master  ot  the  Lodge  of  which  the  accused  is  a  member,  and  proceedings  m.ay  be  had  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  the  Code. 

2.  Has  a  Lodge  the  right  or  authority  to  instruct  its  Worshipful  Master  how  he  should  vote 
on  a  given  question  in  Grand  Lodge  ? 

Ans7uer. — No.  The  Worshipful  Master  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  made  such  by  its 
Constitution,  and  his  Lodge  can  not  interfere  with  or  abridge  his  rights  as  such. 

3.  A  resolution  was  offered  in  Lodge  instructing  the  Worshipful  Master  how  to  vote  on  cer- 
tain questions.  The  Worshipful  Master  refused  to  entertain  a  motion  for  its  adoption.  Did  he  do 
right  ? 

Ansiver. — He  did. 

4.  Inquiries  have  been  made  by  a  large  number  of  Brethren  as  to  the  legality  of  certain 
Bodies  in  this  Jurisdiction  claiming  to  be  Masonic,  which  go  under  the  name  of  Cerneau  Bodies  of 
the  A.  &  A.  S.  Rite. 

Ans7uey. — A  reference  to  my  decision  No.  18,  made  last  year,  and  approved  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  has  in  most  cases  been  a  sufficient  answer.  But  a  more  specific  answer  has  been  requested 
by  somewAo  are  members  of  such  Bodies,  and  who  desire  a  direct  answer  to  the  question,  "An* 
they  regular  and  legal  or  irregular  and  illeg.al?"  To  such,  the  answer  has  been  as  definite  as  couM 
be  desired,  viz:  That  they  are  irregular,  illegal,  and  unmasonic,  and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced, 
or  recognized  in  any  manner  by  Brethern  under  obedience  to  this  Grand  Lodge. 

We  presume  we  are  right  in  assuming  that  all  but  No.  I  sprung  -from  the  same 
root.  No.  I  may  also  have  been  rendered  in  connection  with  the  same  controversy 
that  called  out  the  others,  but  it  bears  no  internal  evidence  of  it.  Nos.  2  and  3  bear 
unmistakable  evidence  of  Scotch  Rite  inspiration,  being  saturated  with  the  autocratic 
principle  of  that  organization  in  which  the  representative  character  of  Masonry  is  de- 
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nied,  and  all  power  comes  from  above.  Moreover  they  were,  like  No.  4,  rendered 
in  the  interest,  and  in  behalf  of  one  of  the  warring  factions  of  Scotch  Riters,  those 
arch  disturbers  of  Masonic  peace. 

It  is  said  that  with  the  head  of  the  French  police,  the  first  question  asked  when- 
ever a  crime  is  reported,  is,  "Who  is  the  woman?"  Whenever  in  this  country  a 
grand  lodge  does  some  unaccountable  thing,  the  first  question  that  suggests  itself  to 
one  who  has  watched  the  habits  of  that  species,  is.  What  particular  faction  of  the 
Scotch  Riters  is  at  work  now  ?  It  required  little  acumen  to  determine  who  was 
kicking  up  this  present  row  at  the  very  outset  of  it  years  ago.  When  the  Massachu- 
setts part  of  the  programme  cropped  out,  and  the  committee  of  that  grand  lodge, 
which  was  relied  on  to  engineer  through  that  body  the  constitutional  amendment 
whereby  it  took  its  departure  towards  grand  orientism,  went  nest-hiding  through  a 
score  of  pages  to  divert  suspicion  from  the  supreme  council  as  being  an  interested 
party,  it  was  just  as  apparent  that  the  whole  movement  was  in  the  interest  of  the  Su- 
preme Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  as  it  is  now  when  those  who  are  engineer- 
ing the  business  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  openly  confess  it.  The  first  movement 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio — not  the  first  movement  in  Ohio,  for  they  had  already 
converted  the  grand  commandery  into  a  pandemonium — was  to  procure,  in  April, 
18S6,  a  ruling  from  the  grandmaster,  holding,  in  effect,  that  the  words  "a  Masonic 
body,"  in  Rule  79  above  quoted,  referred  to  bodies  subordinate  to  the  "Supreme 
Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  U.  S.  A., "  and  that  this  construction  barred 
lodges  from  occupying  halls  jointly  with  rival  organizations  administering  the  multi- 
tudinous degrees  of  the  non-Masonic  and  unmasonic  system  known  as  the  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  At  the  succeeding  meeting  of  the  grand  lodge,  the 
committee  on  jurisprudence  reported  in  favor  of  approving  this  decision.  In  amend- 
ment the  following  was  offered : 

"Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge,  being  composed  of  Ancient  Masters,  only,  is  unwilling, 
and  does  therefore  decline  to  decide  disputed  questions  of  jurisdiction  between  bodies  other  than 
those  which  are  of  the  York  Rite  of  Masonry." 

The  resolution  was  defeated  and  the  decision  was  approved,  and  in  a  pamphlet 
ordered  to  be  sent  out  to  the  lodges  the  speech  of  the  brother  who  closed  the  debate 
in  favor  of  the  grand  master's  decision  is  printed  at  length.  We  copy  enough  of  it 
to  show — and  it  requires  but  little — how  completely  the  trail  of  the  Scotch  Rite  ser- 
pent is  over  it  all : 

Our  Masonic  differ  from  our  civil  institutions.  For  while  in  the  latter  all  power  is  gathered 
from  the  people  and  delegated  to  the  government,  in  the  former  it  originates  in  the  Grand  Body 
and  is  delegated  by  it  to  the  Subordinates.  The  people  in  their  primary  capacity  created  the  civil 
government,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  creates  the  Subordinate  Lodge  . 

It  is  not  strange  that  one  who  holds  that  all  power  in  Masonry  originates  in  the 
grand  lodge,  when  but  for  the  exercise  of  the  pov/er  residing  in  the  lodges  the  grand 
lodge  could  never  come  into  existence,  and  when,  thus  called  into  existence,  it  is  com- 
posed of  representatives  of  lodges,  whose  opportunity  to  exercise  any  power  whatever 
is  derived  from  the  free  suffrages  of  the  members  of  its  constituent  lodges,  should  also 
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get  things  so  inverted  as  to  hold  that  the  true  method  of  demonstrating  the  absolute 
and  sovereign  right  of  the  grand  lodge  to  determine  what  are  Masonic  bodies,  is  to 
inquire  of  some  other  body  and  by  the  reply  frame  its  own  decree. 

He  explains  the  process  by  which  the  grand  master  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
Rule  79  barred  the  lodges  from  jointly  occupying  halls  with  certain  bodies.  The 
rule  mentions  a  chapter,  a  council,  a  commandery  and  a  Masonic  body.  As  there 
were  no  organizations  of  Masons  in  the  jurisdiction  other  than  chapters,  councils  and 
commanderies  at  the  time  when  the  words  "  Masonic  body  "  became  a  part  of  the 
code,  except  the  bodies  subordinate  to  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern  Juris- 
diction, those  words  must  have  referred  to  them.  But  it  will  be  observed  that  at  the 
session  of  1887,  the  grand  master  makes  still  another  decision  (No.  4),  viz. :  that 
these  Scotch  Rite  bodies  who  hadn't  gained  a  residence  when  those  words  became  a 
part  of  the  code,  were  "  irregular,  illegal  and  unmasonic,  and  ought  not  to  be  coun- 
tenanced or  recognized  in  any  manner  by  brethren  under  obedience  to  this  grand 
lodge." 

A  motion  was  made  to  recommit  the  report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence 
approving  the  decision,  with  instructions  to  report  adversely  to  the  decision  of  the 
grand  master  in  that  regard,  and  recommend  that  the  grand  lodge  take  no  action  in 
regard  to  the  contending  Scottish  Rites,  which  motion  failed  and  the  decision  was 
approved. 

As  before  the  speech  with  which  the  especial  champion  of  the  decision  on  the 
floor  closed  the  debate,  is  published. 

The  arguments  are  the  same  as  those  which  were  used  to  secure  the  adoption  of 
the  constitutional  amendment  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts.  First  a  flourish 
of  trumpets  about  the  power  of  the  grand  lodge  to  decide  what  is  Masonry,  made  not 
because  any  one  disputes  it,  but  because  it  serves  their  purpose  to  convey  the  im- 
pression that  somebody  does,  and,  consequently,  is  not  quite  loyal  to  the  grand  lodge, 
and  then  the  sophistical  assumption  that  it  follows  as  a  matter  of  course  that  the 
grand  lodge  has  the  power  to  declare  something  to  be  Masonry  that  notoriously  is  not 
Masonry.  Then  comes  the  stop  thief  cry  about  mercenary  peddlers  of  cheap  de- 
grees, just  as  though  there  was  somebody  peddling  degrees  cheaper  than  the  Su- 
preme Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction. 

Twenty-one  years  ago  when  these  contending  factions  were  scandalizing  the 
Fraternity  whose  name  they  have  unwarrantably  taken,  by  one  of  their  periodical 
rows,  we  were  offered  the  whole  file  of  degrees,  by  representatives  of  both  parties,  at 
twenty  dollars  for  the  job  lot ;  and  since  the  present  deluge  of  billingsgate  broke 
loose  the  representatives  of  the  virtuous  supreme  council  which  is  so  solicitous  lest 
Master  Masons  should  be  demoralized  by  these  peddlers  of  cheap  degrees,  have  con- 
ferred the  whole  file  in  some  localities  for  fifteen  dollars,  or  about  forty -five  cents 
apiece ! 

However  these  arguments  served  their  turn,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  has 
got  itself  into  a  position  that  it  will  some  time  wish  itself  out  of ;  while  within  its 
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jurisdiction  the  war  as  to  the  legitimacy  of  the  two  contending  bodies,  both  of  which 
are  hopelessly  illegitimate  from  a  Masonic  standpoint,  goes  on  hotter  than  ever. 

The  grand  lodge  was  honored  by  a  large  number  of  distinguished  visitors  : 
Fast  Grand  Master  Wm.  Hacker  and  Grand  Secretary  Wm.  li.  Smythe,  of  Indi- 
ana ;  Grand  Master  J.  SouLE  Smith  and  Bro.  James  W.  Staton,  the  well-known 
reporter  on  coiTCspondence,  of  Kentucky;  and  Grand  Secretary  Theodore  S.  Par- 
viN,  of  Iowa. 

Four  dispensations  were  granted,  and  Toledo  was  selected  as  the  next  place  of 
meeting. 

In  accord  with  Illinois  precedents  it  was  decided  that  "  the  jurisdiction  of  a  lodge 
situated  outside  of  and  adjacent  to  the  corporate  limits  of  a  town  or  city  in  which 
there  are  two  or  more  lodges  having  concurrent  jurisdiction,  is  to  a  point  equi-distant 
to  the  nearest  lodge  in  said  town  or  city." 

S.  Stacker  Williams,  of  Newark,  and  John  D.  Caldwell,  of  Cincinnati,  were 
respectively  re-elected  grand  master  and  grand  secretary. 

Past  Grand  Master  Wm.  M.  Cunningham  presented  another  of  his  courteous, 
finished  and  able  reports  on  correspondence  (pp.  120),  in  which  Illinois  gets  gener- 
ous and  fraternal  notice,  quotations  being  made  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master 
Darrah,  and  from  the  reports  on  jurisprudence  and  correspondence. 

His  general  attitude  on  many  questions  engaging  the  attention  ot  reviewers  may 
be  gathered  from  the  following,  called  out  by  what  he  had  previously  said  about  pro- 
gression being  mistaken  for  the  advocacy  of  revolutionary  measures,  instead  of  being 
understood  as  he  intended — progression  in  man  and  his  motives  and  acts  in  relation 
to  the  fixed  principles  of  Masonry : 

And,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  much  of  the  so-called  "modern  progress"  is  of  the  charac- 
ter last  mentioned,  [retrograde,]  courteously  conceding  to  all  others,  however,  the  right  to  honestly 
diflfer.  An  enumeration  of  many  of  the  so-called  "  iviprovements"  iH  the  body  of  Masonry  (without 
attempt  at  chronological  order)  would  seem  to  show  upon  their  face  the  character  of  their  preten- 
sions to  the  claim  of  being  "progressive:" 

First.  The  elimination  ot  the  name  of  Deity  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  from  its  Rituals 
and  enactments. 

Second.  The  attempt  in  France,  at  one  time,  to  permit  the  Masonic  Degrees  to  be  conferred 
upon  women. 

Third.  The  expulsion  of  Masons  for  non-payment  of  dues,  without  trial  or  "for  cause"  in 
connection  therewith — instead  of  striking  their  names  from  Lodge  rolls  only — resulting  really  in 
many  instances  in  expulsion  for  no  crime  whatever  other  than  poverty.  In  other  cases,  also,  be- 
cause they  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  the  assessments  necessary  to  contribute  to  the  pride  of 
having  magnificent  temples  or  for  the  erection  of  colleges  and  charitable  institutions — most  laudable, 
however,  if  voluntary — that  should  be  taxed  upon  the  general  public,  or  be  the  result  ot  voluntary 
contributions. 

Fourth.    The  expulsion  of  unaffiliated  Masons  for  refusal  or  neglect  of  affiliation. 

Fifth.  The  transaction  of  all  general  Masonic  matters  of  business  in  Lodges  of  Master 
Masons  only,  instead  of,  as  prior  to  1843,  '"  Lodges  of  Entered  Apprentices;  which  is  now  too 
general  to  admit  of  future  change. 
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Sixth.     The  deprivation  of  the  right  of  Wardens  to  membership  in  Grand  Lodge. 

Seventh.  The  detraction  of  the  inherent  rights  of  a  Grand  Master  that  are  not  in  conflict 
with  Grand  Lodge  Constitutions,  and  the  reduction  of  his  high  office  to  the  grade  of  the  president 
of  a  political  convention. 

Eighth.  Ignoring  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  Worshipful  Master  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge, 
and  reducing  him  to  the  level  of  a  social  club  chairman. 

Ninth.  The  long-continued  efifort  to  eliminate  the  official  grade  of  Past  Master,  as  taught  by 
Thomas  Smith  Webb  and  predecessors,  from  the  Masonic  system — although  Grand  Lodges  generally 
use  the  Royal  Purple  of  this  Degree  as  the  distinguishing  official  color  used  by  its  officers — instead 
of  removing  all  farcical  innovations  from  its  Ritual,  and  by  proper  enactment  assisting  in  the  restora- 
tion of  its  effective  lessons  and  original  simplicity. 

Tenth.  The  persistent  effort  to  legislate  away  rights  and  landmarks.  The  denial  of  the 
supremacy  of  a  Grand  Lodge  within  its  own  Jurisdiction,  and  its  inherent  right  to  decide  upon  the 
regularity  and  irregularity  of  all  bodies  claiming  to  be  Masonic  or  having  a  Masonic  foundation  or 
connection,  and  in  which  Masonic  symbolism  or  esoteric  formulas  are  used. 

We  find  ourselves  in  accord  with  his  views  more  or  less  completely  as  expressed 
under  all  these  heads  except  the  last  two.  We  regard  the  rank  of  past  master  as 
purely  an  official  grade,  born  of  the  fact  of  service,  but  that  it  should  have  connected 
with  it  any  esoteric  ceremony  we  do  not  believe,  and  we  regard  that  which  has  been 
connected  with  it  as  having  no  good  reason  for  being ;  on  the  contrary  as  something 
to  be  gotten  rid  of  because  it  is  not  rooted  in  the  ancient  law,  every  departure  from 
which  is  to  be  deprecated.  So  with  reference  to  what  he  says  of  the  inherent  right 
of  the  grand  lodge  to  decide  on  the  regularity  or  irregularity  of  bodies  claiming  to  be 
Masonic,  other  than  lodges,  in  which  Masonic  symbolism  or  esoteric  formulas  are 
used.  We  do  not  doubt  the  right  of  the  grand  lodge  to  say  that  any  body  within 
its  territorial  jurisdiction,  other  than  its  constituent  lodges,  claiming  to  be  Masonic, 
is  irregular  and  unlawful,  but  that  not  only  has  it  no  inherent  right  to  declare  any- 
thing to  be  Masonry  that  cannot  square  itself  to  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Charges 
of  a  Freemason,  but  that  it  is  its  inherent  duty,  that  is,  a  duty  imposed  upon  it  by  the 
law  of  its  being,  to  deny  that  there  can  be  any  Masonry  outside  of  that  whose  con- 
servation was  the  sole  purpose  of  its  creation.  The  sovereignty  of  the  grand  lodge 
does  not  and  cannot  make  it  aught  else  than  a  grand  lodge  of  Masons,  and  no  more 
when  acting  in  his  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  grand  lodge  can  a  brother  absolve 
himself  from  the  constraint  of  the  fundamental  and  irrevocable  law  of  Masonry,  than 
when  acting  as  a  member  of  a  constituent  lodge,  or  as  an  unaffiliated  Mason. 

Bro.  Cunningham  sets  over  against  these  ten  heads  eight  affinnative  proposi- 
tions which  he  believes  in  as  tending  to  the  elevation  of  the  Fraternity  to  a  proper 
appreciation  of  Masonic  principles  and  teachings,  viz. : 

First.     The  elimination  of  all  sectarian  innovations  from  Rituals  and  legislative  enactments. 

Second.  The  change  that  has  been  accomplished  in  the  social  features  of  our  societary  affairs, 
and  in  which  any  excesses  are  now  of  rare  occurrence,  and,  when  noted,  are  promptly  rebuked  and 
punished. 

Third.  Cultivation  of  the  "social  virtues  "  in  all  Subordinate  Lodges;  making  the  Lodge- 
room  attractive  in  furniture  and  adornments  ;  the  addition  thereto  of  a  library,  or  newspapers  and 
magazines ;  fraternal  entertainments,  in  which  the  families  of  the  brethren  can  participate.     And  in 
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the  Lodge,  when  no  "work"  is  at  hand,  rehearsals,  addresses,  discussions,  and  "talks"  upon 
Masonic  subjects,  which,  with  social  intercourse  and  rational  enjoyment  when  at  refreshment,  must 
strengthen  the  "  tie  that  binds  "  brother  to  brother. 

Fourth.  Simplifying  our  legislative  enactments,  and  the  elimination  therefrom  of  all  useless 
forms  and  legal  technicalities,  especially  in  Masonic  trials. 

Fifth.  The  cultivation  of  religious,  moral,  and  rational  liberty,  by  the  avoidance,  in  Masonic 
legislation,  of  all  fanatical  enactments,  narrow-minded  regulations,  or  bigoted  restrictions. 

Sixth.  Prompt  discipline  for  profanity,  drunkenness,  lying,  slander,  dishonesty,  and  other 
violation  of  Masonic  vows. 

Seventh.  The  tendency  to  a  general  fraternization  of  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  throughout  the 
world. 

Eighth.  Fraternal  emulation  in  voluntary  contributions  for  Masonic  charities,  the  aban- 
donment of  all  direct  or  indirect  taxation  therefor,  and  the  reduction  of  e-xcessive  dues. 

Putting  the  emphasis  on  the  word  useless  under  the  fourth  head,  we  most  heartily 
agree  with  all  these  propositions,  except  what  we  suppose  to  be  his  understanding  of 
the  words  "  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  "  in  the  seventh.  If  we  have  made  ourselves 
understood  in  what  we  have  just  been  saying  about  grand  lodges,  no  one  will  expect 
us  to  admit  that  any  association  of  Masons  can  properly  be  called  a  Masonic  body 
except  the  lodge  and  the  grand  lodge,  even  when  thei^e  is  no  question  of  the  Masonic 
character  of  the  individuals  composing  them;  much  less  when  the  Masonic  character 
of  their  individual  constituents  is  doubtful,  or  lacking  altogether. 

Our  brother  seems  to  be  of  the  opinion  with  Bro.  Parvin,  that  the  latter  has 
settled  the  question  whether  Knight  Templarism  is  Masonry,  by  the  bit  of  history  in- 
volved in  the  following :  "  If  not,  how  does  it  happen  that  it  originated  in  the  chap- 
ter of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  holding  its  charter  from  a  regular  grand  lodge,  which  in 
those  days  chartered  both  chapters  and  lodges  with  authority  expressly  vested  in 
them  to  confer  the  higher  degrees  ?  "  If  it  be  Masonry  how  does  it  happen  that  the 
grand  lodge  is  not  still  authorizing  lodges  to  confer  it,  and  chartering  chapters  of  the 
Royal  Arch  in  which  it  originated  ? — the  same  Royal  Arch  which  Bro.  Parvin  else- 
where correctly  tells  us  "  was  born  out  of  lawful  wedlock,  had  its  origin  in  a  clandes- 
tine lodge  chartered  by  a  bogus  grand  lodge,"  having  been  "  manufactured  out  of 
whole  cloth  by  a  ritual  monger,  and  introduced  into  the  bogus  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land about  1750."  The  fact  that  at  some  time  a  grand  lodge  has  recognized  a  cer- 
tain thing  as  Masonic  is  by  no  means  conclusive  of  its  Masonic  character.  Grand 
lodges  have  for  a  long  time  tolerated  the  so-called  past  master's  degree  which  some- 
body imposed  upon  them,  nobody  quite  knows  how,  and  only  the  other  day  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey  manufactured  a  ritual  for  it  and  set  it  up  as  a  part  of  the 
recognized  Masonry  of  New  Jersey.  But  this  bit  of  history  would  not  settle  the  Ma- 
sonic character  of  the  "  ancient  impostor  "  for  Bro.  Parvin,  whatever  it  might  do  for 
Bro.  Cunningham,  who  it  seems  still  venerates  it.  The  fact  is  that  in  the  past  grand 
lodges  have  done  many  things  that  they  would  not  do  now,  and  have  recognized  as 
Masonic  and  regular  bodies  that  they  would  not  now  recognize.  So  called  degrees 
and  rites  under  the  patronage  of  men  who  were  strong  in  their  grand  lodges  have 
secured  toleration  and  recognition  as  quasi   Masonic,  and  in  some  instances,  as  in 
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Massachusetts  and  Ohio,  the  grand  lodges  have  attempted  to  establish  them  as  a  part 
of  Masonry.  There  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt,  however,  that  the  experience  of  these 
bodies  with  their  new  partners  will  sooner  or  later — like  the  experience  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Louisiana  whose  abdication  of  its  exclusive  rights  soon  reduced  it  to  a  mere 
dependency  of  the  grand  consistory — lead  to  their  planting  themselves  squarely  upon 
the  Masonry  of  the  Old  Charges. 

Bro.  Cunningham  sees  clearly  the  abandonment  of  the  Masonic  principle  when 
the  poorest  brethren  are  taxed  equally  with  the  richest  for  the  support  of  temples, 
"  homes"  and  colleges,  and  hence  insists  that  their  support  should  depend  on  volun- 
tary contributions ;  is  one  of  the  lessening  number  who  believe  that  the  master-elect 
of  a  lodge  in  jurisdictions  where  the  past  master's  degree  still  exists,  can  properly  re- 
ceive it  by  authority  of  a  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  thinks  a  well-digested 
plan  of  life  membership  would  be  potent  to  relieve  the  Fraternity  of  the  evil  of  non- 
affiliation  ;  recognizes  the  catholic  spirit  of  Masonry  in  that  its  teachings  have  no  nar- 
row bounds,  its  religion  being  of  that  universal  character  applicable  alike  to  Chris- 
tian, Israelite,  or  Mohammedan ;  concurs  with  the  Washington  decision  that  a  lodge 
cannot  be  incorporated  because  it  is  not  a  body  complete  within  itself  and  hence  not 
a  body  politic,  but  however  it  may  be  in  that  territory  the  statutes  of  Illinois  declare 
every  lodge  borne  on  the  rolls  of  the  grand  lodge  to  be  a  body  politic  and  give  it  a 
status  in  the  courts  as  such ;  and  on  the  whole  makes  so  suggestive  a  report  that  he 
has  beguiled  us  into  giving  to  Ohio  more  space  than  we  could  well  afford. 


OREGON,  1888. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Portland,  June  13,  the  representative  of  Illinois  being 
present. 

The  grand  master  (Andrew  Nasburg)  while  announcing  the  happy  condition 
of  the  Craft,  does  not  forget  to  mention  that  the  State  is  doing  business  at  the  old 
stand.     He  says : 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  the  prosperous  condition  of  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  and 
upon  the  advancement  our  young  state  has  made  in  the  last  year  in  all  branches  of  industry.  We 
have  reasons  to  return  thanks  to  the  Ruler  and  Preserver  of  the  universe  for  an  abundant  harvest 
and  the  manifold  blessings  bestowed  upon  us  a  people  and  as  a  nation. 

The  influx  of  immigration  has  never  been  greater  in  the  history  of  our  state  than  within  the 
last  twelve  months ;  and  before  long  all  the  available  vacant  land  in  the  northwest  will  be  occupied 
and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  converted  into  comfortable,  contented  and  happy  homes. 

He  refers  to  the  lecturing  tour  of  Bro.  Rob  Morris  through  Oregon  during  the 
year ;  gives  the  details  of  a  large   amount  of  public   work ;  reports  the   suspension 
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of  a  master  of  a  lodge  for  di-unkenness,  apparently  upon  an  ex  parte  state- 
ment, but  the  proceedings  show  that  he  hit  the  right  man ;  and  gives  a  statement  of 
a  case  of  invasion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Oregon  by  a  California  lodge,  in  which  the 
resulting  investigation  showed  that  the  candidate  and  not  the  lodge  was  at  fault.  His 
reported  decisions  show  but  one  that  is  of  general  interest,  viz  : 

Question.  There  is  a  grievance  existing  between  two  brothers  ;  the  lodge  resolves  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  calls  a  special  communication,  and  summons  both  parties  to  be  pres- 
ent. Object:  "  To  see  if  the  matter  can  be  settled  without  charges  and  a  formal  trial."  Query: 
Is  this  proceeding  regular  ? 

Answer.  The  course  of  the  lodge  trying  to  reconcile  differences  among  the  brethren  was  truly 
Masonic.  A  lodge  when  convened  is  in  committee  of  the  whole  at  all  times,  and  it  is  impossible  for 
it  to  resolve  itself  into  what  it  is  already. 

The  lodge  is  not  in  committee  of  the  whole,  but  the  substance  of  the  decision  is 
good  square  sense. 

After  the  close  of  the  last  grand  lodge  he  had  met  with  the  committee  on  uni- 
formity of  work,  and  after  seeing  the  work  exemplified  had  approved  it.  We  hope 
this  was  not  done  without  reference  to  the  report  of  the  North  Carolina  committee 
appointed  some  years  ago  to  try  and  look  up  and  get  into  shape  the  work  of  our 
ancient  brother,  the  great  Pythagoras.  We  have  heard  nothing  of  the  excavations 
of  that  committee  for  a  long  time,  whence  we  infer  that  no  traces  of  the  Pythagorean 
work  have  been  discovered  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard ;  and  for  one  we  have  been 
nursing  the  theory  that  in  his  travels  through  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa,  the  great  geo- 
metrician might  have  crossed  over  Behring's  Straits,  and  that  some  Masonic  arch- 
aeologist on  the  Pacific  coast  might  yet  cry  "  Eureka  "  over  traces  of  his  work  left 
on  the  shores  of  that  peaceful  sea. 

The  following,  from  the  report  of  the  committee  on  grievance,  approved  by  the 
grand  lodge,  shows  that  our  Oregon  brethren  are  strict  constructionists  of  their  regu- 
lations : 

In  this,  your  committee  find  that  Brother  J.  Frankl,  a  member  of  said  lodge,  was  charged 
with  selling  intoxicating  liquors  in  a  general  merchandise  store.  Upon  trial,  the  accused  was  ac- 
quitted, and  the  Master  appeals  from  the  action  of  the  lodge. 

Your  committee  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  regulation  adopted  in  1885,  relates  to  "  the 
keeping  of  what  is  commonly  known  as  a  liquor  saloon,  or  attending  to  the  bar  of  the  same,"  and 
does  not  apply  to  the  case  under  consideration.  The  accused  kept  general  merchandise,  and  among 
other  things,  liquors  by  the  case,  which  were  sold  under  license  duly  granted.  Your  committee  would 
recommend  that  the  action  of  the  lodge  be  approved. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  in  recommending  that  the  grand  lodge  take  no 
action  in  the  matter  of  a  claim  of  the  Masonic  board  of  relief  of  San  Francisco 
against  an  Oregon  lodge  for  moneys  expended  in  the  relief  of  a  widow  of  a  member 
of  said  lodge,  say  that  the  question  whether  one  lodge  can  claim  reimbursement  from 
another  under  such  circumstances  was  answered  in  the  negative  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Oregon  in  1872.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  same  committee  Masonic  inter- 
course was  interdicted  with  the  members  of  Hiram  Lodge  so  long  as  they  remain  in 
rebellion  against  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut. 
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Four  charters  were  granted,  and  telegraphic  greetings  exchanged  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Washington. 

From  the  report  of  the  special  committee  on  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master 
John  Burk  Congle,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  dead  at  71,  we  quote  the  following 
comprehensive  characterization  : 

Whether  in  the  legislative  halls  of  his  adopted  state,  in  the  fulfillment  of  his  duties  as  Grand 
Master  of  Masons,  in  business,  or  in  private  life,  to  the  full  measure  of  his  ability  lie  did  not  swerve 
from  honor  and  duty.  Tall  of  stature,  large  of  frame,  of  dignified  and  stately  presence  and  manner, 
he  commanded  the  respect  of  all  men,  while  winning  affection  by  the  genial  courtesy  that  seemed 
a  part  of  his  nature.  He  was  like  one  of  those  who  were  charged  to  be  high-minded,  open-hearted, 
generous,  superior  and  firm ;  high-minded  in  adversity,  superior  in  courtesy,  and  firm  in  manly 
honesty.     He  loved,  honored,  and  revered  God. 

Bro.  Thomas  H.  Tongue  (appropriate  name),  grand  orator,  delivered  a  fine, 
practical  oration  on  the  teachings  and  mission  of  Masonry. 

Jacob  Mayer,  of  Portland,  was  elected  grand  master;  Frelon  J.  Babcock, 
Salem,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  able  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  130)  is  as  usual  from  the  pen  of  Past 
Grand  Master  S.  F.  Chadwick,  and  is  filled  with  the  flavor  ot  his  strong  personality. 
We  regret  that  on  account  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  grand  lodge  he  felt  com- 
pelled to  impose  restrictions  upon  himself  in  the  matter  of  space.  The  Craft,  every- 
where is  the  gainer  when  he  gives  himself  free  rein.  He  pays  a  last  fervent  tribute 
to  the  lamented  GuRNEY,  and  gives  an  account  of  the  last  services  over  his  remains. 
Of  the  Chicago  convention  he  says  : 

The  Grand  Master  speaks  in  pleasant  terms  of  the  Masonic  Convention  that  was  held  in  Chi- 
cago, June  22d  last.  It  was  undoubtedly  a  proper  meeting  of  Grand  Masters.  At  first  we  felt  that 
it  was  intended  to  be  the  forerunner  of  a  Supreme  Grand  Lodge,  but  that  idea  soon  left  us.  We  now 
approve  of  the  meeting,  and  trust  that  the  convention  may  become  a  fixed  fact.  Great  good  will 
result  from  it. 

Bro.  Browning's  report  on  correspondence  receives  complimentaiy  notice. 

The  following,  from  his  notice  of  the  address  of  Bro.  Lewis  at  the  centennial  of 
a  Connecticut  lodge,  indicates  his  estimation  of  the  "  dues- dodger  " : 

Like  an  old  miner  who  lives  in  hopes  that  he  will  strike  it  at  last,  we  find  this  in  this  address  : 
"1799 — Solomon  Cowles,  Master,  voted  to  take  summary  measures  to  enforce  a  collection  without 
distinction  or  discrimination  against  brethren  in  arrears."  Now  we  know  what  to  do  with  non. 
affiliates,  or  rather,  those  who  are  stricken  from  the  roll  for  non-payment  of  dues.  Before  suspen- 
sion sue  them,  and  .atter  the  amount  is  collected,  try  them  for  "  breach  of  promise  "  and  expel  them. 
Get  the  money  first.    This  is  the  best  poison  for  the  dues-dodger  in  Masonry. 

Under  Maine  he  favors  basing  the  lodge  system  on  life  membership : 

Life-membership  is  the  very  thing  needed ;  and  the  amount  should  be  paid  at  initiation  to 
secure  it.  We  can  not  depend  on  any  other  plan  than  the  simplest,  which  is  to  have  the  applicant 
pay  in  a  certain  sum  that  will  secure  the  interest  tor  annual  expenses.  If,  for  instance,  we  offer  life- 
membership  and  want  six  per  cent,  interest  on  the  amount  for  lodge  expenses,  we  would  fix  the  fee 
at  S80.00.    We  would  make  no  limit  or  reduction.    Let  the  lodge  have  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
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amount.  In  this  country,  where  interest  is  eight  or  ten  per  cent.,  it  might  be  a  little  less.  New 
members  should  swell  the  amount,  while  those  who  dropped  out  would  leave  the  benefit  of  their  fee 
for  others. 


It  would  be  better  for  Masonry  it  the  lodge  system  was  based  on  life-membership.  Then 
there  would  be  no  discipline  except  for  unmasonic  conduct,  and  a  better  guard  at  the  entr.ance  would 
follow.  We  hope  our  northeast  veteran  on  masonic  authority  will  solve  this  question  to  the  satisfac- 
tion ot  his  devoted  brethren  in  all  parts  of  the  land. 

Referring  to  the  remark  of  Bro.  Drummond,  provoked  by  the  request  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  that  grand  representatives  near  that  grand  lodge  should 
wear  some  appropriate  badge  designating  the  grand  lodge  represented,  that  the  next 
thing  will  be  "  court  dress,"  he  says: 

We  think  the  suggestion  a  good  one.  A  jewel  is  what  is  needed.  Louisiana  furnishes  very 
nice  and  appropriate  insignia  of  the  office  of  grand  representative  in  a  jewel  to  be  worn  at  grand 
lodge  communications.  "  Court  dress,"  now-a-days,  is  too  cheap.  Americans  run  things  into  the 
ground.  The  blue  and  gold  are  now  found  everywhere— from  the  commodore  of  the  navy,  the  gen- 
eral in  the  army,  to  the  bow  end  of  an  express  wagon— like  Masons  who  cannot  sleep  unless  the 
emblems  are  impressed  on  their  wares  and  stock  in  trade — and  made  ornaments  for  blacking  boxes, 
etc.  No  court  dress,  now-a-days,  looks  half  so  well  as  a  full  suit  in  Kentucky  jeans,  with  brass 
buttons.  Whenever  we  find  a  Mason  thus  dressed,  we  know  he  is  of  the  old  honest  stock  and  will 
do  to  tie  to. 

Under  Wisconsin  he  thus  refers  to  a  matter  that  is  beginning  to  engage  the 
serious  attention  of  the  brethren : 

Past  Grand  Master  Gabriel  Bouck  submitted  a  preamble  and  resolution.  The  following  is 
the  proposition  :  That  the  order  in  Freemasonry  known  as  Knights  Templar,  without  the  assent 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  have  assumed  to  bury  Masons  with  funeral  ceremonies  and  rites.  He  claims 
that  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  is  the  trunk,  and  that  chapters  and  commanderies  are  the  branches; 
that  this  practice  creates  dissensions  and  jealousies  among  the  Craft,  and  should  be  forbidden. 

The  Grand  Lodge  does  not  concur  in  his  views.  There  is  this  in  the  position  of  Brother  Bouck  : 
The  blue  lodge  should  not  be  ignored  in  funerals  of  Masons.  A  masonic  burial  belongs  to  the  blue 
lodge,  and  it  should  not  be  set  aside  in  the  manner  mentioned.  This  should  be  considered  a  subject 
of  sufficient  importance  to  attract  the  attention  ot  brethren.  It  does  not  look  well  to  see  a  brother 
ofa  blue  lodge  buried  by  a  body  with  which  the  blue  lodge  can  not  fraternize,  and  both  claim 
masonic  presence. 

Bro.  Chadwick  stands  up  stoutly,  as  of  yore,  for  the  prerogatives  of  the  grand 
master  and  for  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  material ;  holds  that  three  lodges 
out  of  a  hundred  existing  in  open  territory  may  organize  a  grand  lodge  as  perfect  as 
if  created  by  a  hundred,  which  may  be  true  in  one  sense,  but  we  don't  think  it  ought 
to  be  recognized  unless  a  majority  of  the  existing  lodges  consent  to  its  formation  ;  be- 
lieves as  we  do,  and  in  accord  with  Illinois  precedents  from  way  back,  that  the 
maiming  of  a  brother  after  initiation  is  no  bar  to  his  advancement ;  does  not  believe 
in  Masonic  legislation  against  liquor-selling,  but  we  infer  would  punish  a  seller  for 
keeping  an  immoral  place ;  and  touches  a  tender  chord  in  his  closing  remarks  re- 
specting his  brethren  of  the  correspondence  corps,  and  asks  if  the  guild  may  not  sug- 
gest a  word  to  further  extend  the  area  of  its  usefulness.     lie  says: 

May  it  not  ask— Does  the  Craft  appreciate  what  the  guild  is  doing  for  Masonry?  We  would 
have  greater  publicity  given  among  the  Craft  of  the  work  of  the  guild.     To  do  this,  we  would  place 
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in  the  hands  of  every  brother  a  copy  of  his  Grand  Lodge  Report.  At  present,  the  Craft  at  large 
knows  but  little  of  what  is  being  done  by  reviewers  to  benefit  the  brethren.  If  all  there  is  of  ma- 
sonic relation,  is  what  a  Mason  sees  around  him,  what  great  sacrifices  does  he  make  when  he  drops 
out  of  the  line  by  not  paying  dues?  He  feels  that  he  makes  none  ;  but  place  in  his  hands,  annually, 
a  report  on  correspondence  with  grand  lodge  proceedings  showing  his  own  good  name,  the  progress 
of  Masonry,  its  standing  and  importance  in  every  jurisdiction,  and  he  will  feel  at  once  that  not  to  be 
recognized  as  a  support  to  masonic  institutions,  is  to  be  lost  to  the  world. 

The  Oregon  proceedings  are  adorned  with  a  photogravure  of  the  retiring  grand 
master,  Andrew  Nasburg. 


PENNSYLVANIA,  1887. 

This  elegant  volume,  having  the  usual  typographical  excellence  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania proceedings,  contains  two  fine  steel  portraits,  the  first  of  Grand  Master  Joseph 
EiCHBAUM,  the  other  of  Past  Grand  Master  Conrad  B.  Day,  and  abstracts  of  the 
proceedings  of  one  emergent  and  four  quarterly  communications,  besides  the  an- 
nual, all  held  at  Philadelphia,  except  the  emergent  which  was  held  at  Pittsburg. 

At  the  quarterly  of  March  2  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  E.  COPPEE  Mitch- 
ell was  announced,  and  the  junior  grand  warden,  Bro.  Michael  Arnold,  was  re- 
quested to  prepare  a  memorial. 

At  the  quarterly  of  June  i,  Bro.  Arnold  read  his  memorial  of  Bro.  Mitchell. 
Bro.  Edward  Coppee  Mitchell,  LL.  D.,  was  born  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  July  24, 
1836,  was  bred  to  the  law,  and  held  the  positions  of  professor  of  law  and  equity  juris- 
prudence in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  depart- 
ment he  was  also  dean.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  board  of  public  charities,  and 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  Fairmount  Park.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Bishop 
Stevens,  who,  with  six  children  survives  him. 

The  peculiarities  of  Masonic  discipline  in  Pennsylvania  were  illustrated  several 
times  during  this  and  other  sessions.  The  rule  seems  to  be  to  strike  first  and  investi- 
gate afterwards,  although  in  ©ne  case  in  which  a  charter  had  been  taken  up  by  the 
grand  master,  the  grand  lodge  voted  to  retain  it  without  any  investigation  whatever,  or 
hearing  of  any  kind,  so  far  as  the  record  shows.  In  another  case  the  grand  master 
reported  that  he  had  taken  up  a  charter  on  account  of  contumacy  of  the  master  and 
secretary,  and  in  this  case,  too,  the  grand  lodge  voted  to  retain  the  charter  although 
so  far  as  the  record  goes  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  lodge  was  in  contempt. 
Cases  occurred  where  the  grand  lodge  annulled  the  making  of  brethren  who  had  re- 
ceived the  degrees  in  violation  of  some  one  of  the  regulations,  although  they  were 
presumably  innocent  ot  wrong-doing. 
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At  the  September  quarterly  the  grand  master  was  authorized  to  issue  an  edict 
against  Hiram  Lodge,  of  New  Haven. 

At  the  December  quarterly  the  grand  officers  were  elected,  Joseph  Eichbaum, 
of  Pittsburg,  being  re-elected  grand  master;  Michael  Nisbet,  Philadelphia  (Ma- 
sonic Temple),  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

At  the  same  meeting,  the  grand  master  reported  the  establishment  of  bodies  at 
Scranton  under  the  authority  of  the  Cerneau  supreme  council,  and  referred  the  mat- 
ter to  a  committee,  with  the  suggestion  that  the  following  points  be  looked  at  partic- 
ularly ; 

First.  The  violation  of  that  part  of  the  Law  contained  in  the  Resolutions  of  the  Committee 
on  Landmarks,  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  March  s,  1886,  as  contained  in  the  Ahiman  Rezon, 
pages  234  and  235. 

Second.  The  propriety  of  permitting  any  body  claiming  to  be  a  Masonic,  and  which  claims 
to  have  the  right  to  confer  the  three  Ancient  Degrees  in  Freemasonry,  to  obtain  a  foothold  in  this 
jurisdiction,  whether  it  proposes  to  exercise  the  claim  or  right  or  not. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  Dec.  27,  the  grand  master  delivered  his  annual  address. 
He  reported  that  he  had  called  the  emergent  meeting  which  was  held  at  Pittsburg, 
April  23,  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  his  prerogative  to  make  a  Mason  at  sight  and 
by  virtue  of  his  presence.  He  says  the  meeting  was  largely  attended,  though  it  had 
not  been  publicly  notified  to  the  Craft,  to  the  majority  of  whom  it  was  not  known  that 
the  grand  master  had  such  a  privilege.  He  refers  to  the  candidate  as  a  young  man, 
but  does  not  say  that  he  was  under  age,  and  with  such  a  character  as  the  grand  mas- 
ter vouches  for  his  possessing  he  ought  to  have  been  able  to  get  the  degrees  in  any 
lodge  in  Pittsburg,  in  the  regular  way.  So  far  as  the  report  goes  there  seems  to  have 
been  no  other  reason  for  the  grand  master's  action  in  this  case  except  to  show  that 
he  could  do  it. 

He  reports  the  work  of  lodges  declared  void  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  in  no 
less  than  thirty-five  of  which  the  unfortunate  victims  would  be  compelled  to  make 
new  petitions  and  have  the  degrees  that  had  been  conferred  upon  them  conferred 
again.  By  far  the  largest  proportion  of  these  were  cases  in  which  lodges  had  failed 
to  make  inquiry  of  the  grand  secretary  whether  there  was  on  his  records  any  ob- 
stacle to  their  petitions  being  received,  and  the  next  largest  portion  were  cases  in 
which  the  inquiry  was  made  under  a  wrong  name.  We  do  not  wonder  the  grand 
master  said  :  "  I  repeat  what  I  have  said  before,  that  it  is  shameful  to  subject  the 
applicant,  who  is  in  no  sense  a  party  to  the  wrong-doing,  to  the  largest  part  of  the 
penalties."  We  only  wonder  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  permits  its  law 
to  remain  in  such  a  state  that  the  grand  master  feels  constrained  to  pursue  a  course 
so  repugnant  to  his  sense  of  justice;  for  we  assume  that  unless  he  is  constrained  by  a 
local  regulation  he  would  not  permit  himself  to  do  what  he  confesses  to  be  unjust. 

The  grand  master  reverted  to  the  subject  of  the  "  Cerneau  Masons,"  referred  to 
a  special  committee  of  five  past  grand  masters  at  the  December  quarterly.  We  are 
recently  in  receipt  of  the  report  of  that  committee,  submitted  to  the  quarterly  com- 
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munication  held  June  6,  iS88,  manifestly  from  the  pen  of  the  chairman,  Past  Grand 
Master  Vaux.     The  committee  say  : 

Shall  this  grand  lodge  recognize  as  in  and  of  Freemasonry  a  body  of  men,  of  unquestioned  in- 
tegrity, claiming  to  be  Freemasons  of  high  degree,  who  seek  within  this  jurisdiction  to  establish  and 
multiply  their  organization? 

Reverently  and  trustfully  we  turn  to  the  past  to  see  in  what  paths  our  fathers  walked,  and 
with  what  care  and  wisdom  they  guarded  and  kept  the  ancient  ways. 

This  day,  precisely  eighty-five  years  ago,  at  the  Quarterly  Grand  Communication,  held  in 
1803,  A.L.  5803,  a  letter  from  Brother  John  Mitchell,  K.  H,,  P.  R.  S.,  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector 
General  of  the  Thirty-third  Degree,  and  Grand  Commander  in  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
behalf  of  the  Sublime  Lodge  at  Charleston,  was  presented  to  our  Grand  Lodge  and  referred  to  a 
committee  to  report  upon.     That  committee  reported 

"  That  there  is  just  ground  to  join  most  cordially  in  sincere  wishes  for  a  union  taking  place 
between  us.  Ancient  York  Masons,  and  the  society  called  by  the  name  of  Modern  Masons,  but  rely- 
ing on  the  pure  establishment  of  Ancient  Masonry,  and  believing  that  nothing  was  left  for  future  ages 
to  correct  or  add  to,  we  cannot  consistently  with  our  ancient  usages  recognize  any  person  as  a 
brother  who  has  not  strictly  conformed  to  all  our  ancient  customs  and  usages.  That  as  far  as  re- 
spects the  establishment  of  lodges  for  sublime  or  high  degrees,  your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  has  no  jurisdiction  above  Royal  Arches  ;  any  degree  above 
that,  they  conceive  is  not  founded  on  Ancient  Masonry." 

This  report  was  adopted,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  was  directed  to  communicate  the  same  to 
the  said  Subhme  Lodge  at  Charleston. 

In  1849,  at  the  December  communication,  the  Grand  Lodge  approved  the  use  of  the  warrant 
of  a  subordinate  lodge  to  open  an  encampment  of  Knight  Templars.  But  in  1857,  at  an  extra 
Quarterly  Communication,  held  February  16,  after  most  deliberate  and  thoughtful  consideration,  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution  was  adopted  : 

"Whereas,  Certain  encampments  of  Knight  Templ.ars,  etc. ,  have  been  formed  in  this  juris-  , 
diction  under  the  color  of  the  authority  of  Blue  Lodge  Warrants,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  opinion 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  should  be  expressed  on  the  subject,  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  reiterates  the  language  of  its  predecessors,  which  is,  that 
Masonry  consists  of  but  three  degrees,  including  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and  this  Grand  Lodge 
claims  no  jurisdiction  beyond  the  limits  of  Ancient  Masonry.     And  further,  it  is  then  and  there 

"Resolved,  That  any  rights,  or  privileges,  or  immunities,  that  may  at  any  time  have  been 
granted  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  to  any  lodge  or  lodges  of  Knight  Templars,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
withdrawn  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  next  ensuing." 

On  the  i8th  of  December,  A.D,  1865,  at  an  extra  Grand  Communication,  the  Hall  Committee 
reported  that  an  application  had  been  made  to  them  for  the  use  of  one  of  the  rooms  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,  by  the  Philadelphia  bodies  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  for  conferring  the 
degrees  of  Ineffable  Masonry,  from  the  Fourth  to  the  Thirty-second,  inclusive,  and  after  speaking 
of  the  brethren  petitioning  in  terms  of  commendation  well  deserved,  offered  a  resolution  that  the 
committee  be  instructed  to  grant  the  application  for  the  use  of  the  Commandery  room  for  the  pur- 
pose set  forth  in  said  application,  on  such  terms  and  under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  foregoing  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  following,  this  action  was  reconsidered  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 

In  July,  1887,  within  this  jurisdiction,  some  of  our  brethren  participated  in  the  constituting  of 
a  Consistory  of  an  organization  claiming  to  be  Masonic,  known  as  the  Cerneau  Rite  of  Scottish 
Masonry,  and  used  one  of  our  lodge-rooms  for  the  purpose.    The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 
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after  correspondence,  brought  the  subject  before  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  December  Quarterly  Com- 
munication, and  after  stating  his  action  and  that  this  new  organization  claims  to  have  the  right  to 
confer  the  three  Ancient  Degrees  of  Freemasonry,  he  referred  the  matter  to  your  Committee. 

This  history  is  given  that  the  brethren  in  the  decision  of  this  question  may  not  only  know 
what  the  records  of  the  past  contain,  but  realize  the  importance  and  gravity  of  the  issue  presented. 
Except  for  a  very  brief  period,  from  the  very  beginning,  jurisdiction  "above  Royal  Arches"  has 
been  emphatically  disclaimed,  and  when  the  petition  came  that  a  room  in  Masonic  Hall,  on  Chest- 
nut street,  should  be  rented  for  the  conferring  of  degrees  higher  than  the  Templar  included  in  the 
Scottish  Rite,  so  jealous  was  this  Grand  Lodge  lest  the  permission  under  restriction  to  practice  this 
rite  should  be  construed  into  a  recognition  of  that  which  was  not  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  the  resolu- 
tion, carefully  drawn,  favoring  the  permission,  was  defeated.  Subsequently,  when  it  was  clearly 
understood  that  the  making  of  the  lease  did  not  mean  a  departure  from  the  firm  and  early  position 
taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  did  not  imply  that  either  jurisdiction  or  recognition  necessarily  fol- 
lowed, authority  was  given  to  the  Hall  Committee  to  permit  the  use  of  a  room  in  the  hall. 

Your  Committee  will  not  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the  legitimacy  of  either  branch  of  the 
organizations  claiming  power  to  confer  high  degrees.  It  is  foreign  to  what  is  held  and  taught  by 
this  Grand  Lodge,  and  wholly  unnecessary  in  the  view  taken  by  the  Committee.  But  if  it  is  cor- 
rect, as  was  stated  by  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  that  a  body  of  men,  Masons,  seeking  to 
introduce,  or  have  introduced  into  this  jurisdiction,  an  organization  which  claims  the  right  to  confer 
the  Ancient  Degrees  of  Freemasonry,  then  a  decent  self-respect  requires  our  earnest  denial  of  any 
such  right,  and  uncompromising  hostihty  to  the  incoming  of  such  organization. 

Within  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  coextensive  with  its  boundaries,  this  Grand 
Lodge  is  Masonically  Sovereign  and  Supreme,  with  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  Ancient  Degrees 
of  Freemasonry.  It  holds  clandestine  any  lodge  which,  by  virtue  of  any  pretended  claim  of  authority 
emanating  or  derived  from  any  other  source  than  this,  presumes  to  confer  the  Ancient  Degrees  or 
the  likeness  thereof.  And  he  who  shall  abide  by  this  Sovereignty  is  in  danger  of  his  allegiance  when 
he  enters  the  ranks  of  another  Ruler  making  claim  to  the  same  high  rights  and  powers.  Therefore, 
if  those  who  belong  to  the  Cerneau  Rite  maintain  that  there  exists  authority  in  their  lodges  or 
bodies  to  confer  the  first  three  degrees  of  Freemasonry  and  the  Royal  Arch,  it  is  disloyal  on  the 
part  of  those  who  owe  fealty  to  this  Grand  Lodge  to  become  members  of  the  alien  body. 

Again,  for  the  better  protection  of  our  mysteries,  this  Grand  Lodge  reserves  to  itself  always 
the  right  to  control  the  use  to  which  a  subordinate  lodge  puts  its  place  of  meeting  ;  or  the  use  by  a 
lodge  in  common  with  other  associations  of  such  place.  And  without  the  permission  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  or  of  the  Grand  Master,  no  lodge-room  should  be  used  for  any  other  than  strictly  Masonic 
purposes. 

When,  therefore,  as  in  the  case  before  us,  the  use  of  a  lodge-room  without  such  permission 
was  given,  was  unauthorized. 

This  Grand  Lodge  believes  in  the  largest  liberty  on  the  part  of  Freemasons  in  attaching  them- 
selves to  societies  other  than  our  own,  so  far  as  the  exercise  of  that  liberty  is  not  inconsistent  with 
our  vows,  or  puts  in  peril  our  peace  and  harmony.  It  is  a  recognition  of  the  high  character  of  our 
Fraternity  when  any  association  of  men  requires  for  membership  the  intelligence,  the  integrity,  the 
trustworthiness  which  is  presumed  from  membership  in  a  Masonic  Lodge.  We  cannot  object  to 
this.  With  this  we  can  have  nothing  to  do,  unless  it  is  inimical  or  tends  to  our  hurt.  Then  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  speak  with  no  uncertain  voice  in  warning  our  brethren  of  their  danger, 
and,  if  need  be,  taking  such  measures  as  shall  be  requisite  for  self-protection. 

Your  Committee  submit  the  following  : 

"Resolved,  That  if,  as  alleged,  the  organization  known  as  the  Consistory  of  the  Cerneau  Rite 
claims  the  power,  or  authority,  or  right  to  confer  the  three  degrees  of  Ancient  Freemasonry,  it  is 
not  consistent  with  the  duty  of  members  of  lodges  subordinate  to  this  Grand  Lodge  to  seek  or  retain 
membership  in  that  organization. 

i3t 
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"Resolved,  That  the  permission  by  a  subordinate  lodge  for  the  use  of  its  place  of  meeting  for 
the  practice  of  the  Cerneau  Rite,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  one  recognized  as  Masonic,  is  un- 
authorized and  improper. 

"Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  expressly  declines  to  enter  upon  any  discussion  of  the 
history,  use,  or  legitimacy  oi  any  body  claiming  to  confer  what  is  known  as  the  high  degrees  in 
Freemasonry,  or  to  be  committed  to  the  recognition  of  any  such  body  as  being  Masonic,  or  as  identi- 
fied with  or  a  part  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry." 

The  report  was  unanimously  approved,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  grand  lodge 
makes  the  question  whether  this  organization  shall  be  put  under  the  ban  hinge  on 
whether  or  no  it  claims  the  right  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Ancient  Freemasonry.  This 
the  grand  master  says  it  does,  and  has  issued  the  following  edict : 

Having  lawful  Masonic  information  that  the  organization  known  as  the  "Cerneau  Rite"  not 
only  claims,  but  has  exercised,  the  power  or  authority  or  right  to  confer  the  three  degrees  of 
Ancient  Freemasonry,  and  recognizes  as  Masonic  and  is  in  correspondence  with  bodies  that  this 
Grand  Lodge  has  declared  clandestine. 

Now,  therefore,  we  Joseph  Eichbaum,  Esquire.  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  Masons 
in  and  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging,  by 
virtue  of  the  power  and  authorities  in  us  vested,  and  in  perfoimance  of  the  duties  of  our  office,  do 
hereby  declare  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  duty  of  any  brother  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  to  seek  or  retain  membership  in  that  organization,  and  that  any  brother 
who  has  or  may  have  association  therewith  will  be  liable  to  the  penalties  prescribed  by  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  adopted  March  5,  1866. 

And  we  do  also  prohibit  any  of  our  Lodges  granting  the  use  of  their  place  of  meeting  for  the 
practice  of  the  "Cerneau  Rite,"  or  from  occupying  as  a  place  of  meeting  any  room  or  rooms  occu- 
pied by  any  body  known  as  the  "Cerneau  Rite"  of  Scottish  Masonry. 

You  are  directed  to  have  this  letter  read  in  open  Lodge,  and  copied  in  full  in  the  minutes. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  seal,  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  this  first  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1888,  A.  L,  5888. 

JOS.  EICHBAUM,  Grand  Master. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  252)  is  as  usual  the  work  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Vaux,  and  is  instinct  with  the  characteristics  that  have  given  his  reviews  such 
wide  celebrity. 

The  fifteen  pages  given  by  him  to  Illinois  includes  the  full  report  given  by  Grand 
Master  Darrah  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Chicago  convention.  We  copy  what  he 
has  to  say  on  this  head  in  his  exordium,  not  only  for  the  value  that  attaches  to  the 
views  of  an  able  Mason  on  a  current  subject,  but  because  it  is  a  good  example  of  the 
mingled  obscurity  and  perspicacity,  pedantry  and  simplicity,  diplomatically  indirect 
directness  and  supercilious  humility  of  which  he  can  be  master  when  he  lays  himself 
out  that  way : 

A  voluntary  and  unofficial  meeting  of  prominent  members  of  some  Grand  Lodges  has  been 
held  in  Illinois  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  interchanging  views  on  subjects  of  Masonic  interest.  It 
had  no  authoritative  meaning.  The  suggestion  on  which  it  originated,  as  far  as  we  understand,  was  a 
harmless  ebullition  of  a  desire  to  "do  something  "  The  novelty  of  this  ill-formed  .and  crude  pro- 
position of  course  had  an  attraction.  This  addressed  itself  to  that  latent  lust  of  the  flesh  which  is 
expressed  in  "the  love  of  notoriety." 

That  is  natural.  The  human  mind  is  easily  impressed  with  whatever  tends  too  often  to  cul- 
minate, even  in  the  feeble  light  from  immature  combustion. 
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Freemasonry  has  no  place  in  its  philosophy  for  speculative  efforts  to  reconstruct  its  founda- 
tions or  remodel  its  superstructure.  The  peril,  which,  like  the  secreted  agencies  in  the  Trojan 
horse,  lies  in  the  outcome  of  one  objectivity  of  thought  as  to  the  nature  and  relation  of  things  wholly 
and  radically  opposite. 

Therefore,  when  mental  activities  are  invoked  to  consider  subjects  that  are  beyond  the  reach 
of  practical  application  to  existing  and  unalterable  conditions,  it  may  be  that  a  beginning  is  made 
which  might  tend  to  final  antagonisms.     It  is  the  first  step  which  is  the  beginning  of  the  end. 

The  scope  of  such  a  purpose  cannot  be  foredetermined.  Like  the  accretions  which  gather 
around  the  smallest  substance,  it  grows  thus  into  perceptible  proportions. 

"To  do  something"  has  in  itself  a  contagious  influence.  This  stimulates  to  competitive  and 
concerted  combinations. 

However  all  this  may  be  of  good  in  the  institutions  of  the  profane,  which  are  liable  to  the 
constant  and  permitted  plans  for  their  "reform,"  it  is  impossible  to  be  other  than  evil  in  Free- 
masonry. 

The  infallibility  of  Masonic  teachings,  if  they  are  truly  and  surely  the  wisdom  of  the  spirit  of 
faith  in  the  principles  first  revealed  at  the  primal  initiatory  solemnities  of  the  original  cultists,  can- 
not now  be  impaired  by  the  subjective  consciousness  of  profane  or  even  Masonic  speculations. 

These  remarks  are  wholly  impersonal  to  the  esteemed  and  distinguished  Brethren  who  con- 
stituted the  meeting  in  Illinois.  They  are  worthy  of  their  high  positions  in  the  Craft.  These  are 
only  the  utterance  of  cautionary  greetings  to  our  beloved  Brethren,  lest  unawares  evil  may  come 
whiles  good  is  hoped  for. 

What  possible  benefit  can  result  to  Freemasonry? 

Notice  of  this  subject  would  have  been  best  in  the  least  prominence.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
fact  that  some  Grand  Masters  in  their  addresses  to  their  Grand  Lodges  made  mention  of  the  intend- 
ed meeting,  we  would  have  preferred  to  leave  it  to  the  matured  judgment  of  our  Craft.  Caution  is 
often  a  wise  counsellor.     It  is  not  heeded  often,  till  remedies  are  demanded. 

Feeling  as  we  do  the  deepest  interest  in  the  power  of  the  Fraternity  to  maintain  the  structure 
of  Masonry  in  the  quiet,  peace,  unity,  and  harmony  of  its  unpretentious  and  sublime  strength,  we 
have  been  made  to  feel  it  a  duty  to  oSer,  in  modest  diffidence  and  respectful  and  fraternal  feelings 
for  our  esteemed  Brethren,  what  is  here  written  ;  we  have  sought  only  to  treat  this  subject  analyti- 
cally in  its  abstract  form. 

The  corollary  from  these  views,  if  they  are  worthy  of  consideration  at  all,  must  be  that  all 
meetings  cf  Masons  outside  of  the  explicit  limitations  on  Masonic  action  is  without  authority;  at 
variance  with  sound  Masonic  teachings;  suggestive  of  doubtful  results;  inoperative  for  good  ;  use- 
less except  to  create  antagonisms;  liable  to  be  misunderstood;  likely  to  be  subversive  of  the 
authority  of  Grand  Lodge  government;  tending  to  the  centralization  of  influences  over  the  sovereign 
rights  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  truitful  in  dissensions. 

Of  Bro.  GuRNEY  he  thus  speaks  : 

A  noble  man  ;  a  true  Mason,  beloved  and  respected  by  the  Craft ;  a  citizen  of  high  merit  and 
admitted  distinction;  of  repute  without  blemish;  always  under  the  tongue  of  good  report;  able, 
earnest,  faithful,  in  all  things;  serving  God  in  earnest  faith,  and  his  fellows  with  unselfish  devotion. 

Well  did  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  which  he  was  a  trusted,  honored,  and  influential  member, 
gather  round  his  grave,  and  in  the  solemn  service  it  ordains,  bestrew  the  sepulchre  with  the  tokens 
of  immortality  and  proclaim  belief  in  his  resurrection. 

The  occasion  was  memorable.  There  was  in  all  the  proceedings  the  living  testimonies  of  the 
sincere  sentiment  which  were  the  overflow  of  sad  hearts. 

We  linger  over  the  report  as  printed,  we  read  the  addresses  of  the  distinguished  Brethren 
who  were  present,  we  take  a  last  look  at  his  tomb,  and  the  heart  breathes   the  sigh  that  comes  from 
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sorrow,  and  the  eye  lets  fall  the  tear  that  comes  from  grief,  as  we  realize  that  our  dear  Brother 
Gumey  is  traveling  to  that  glorious  East,  where  God  welcomes  the  redeemed  soul. 

Referring  to  Bro.  Browning's  report,  he  says : 

It  will  not  do  for  our  Brother  Browning  to  talk  about  his  want  of  experience,  as  he  undertook 
the  duty  at  the  assignment  of  the  Grand  Master,  because  as  a  good  Mason  he  felt  it  incumbent  on 
him  to  obey. 

The  report  itself  is  a  thorough  vindication  of  his  experience,  ability,  fitness,  especial  fitness 
for  the  task,  and  makes  one  of  the  remarkable  reports  of  those  received  by  us. 

He  thus  Strongly  and  clearly  states  the  Quebec- England  question  : 

It  is  not  necessary  to  consider  under  what  terms  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  was  established. 
It  is  now  a  Grand  Lodge  de  jure  and  de  facto.  To  assert  its  sovereignty  it  must  affirm  its  charac- 
ter. The  only  course  left  is  to  dissolve  relation  with  England  and  declare  her  Lodges  clandestine, 
quo  ad  the  Masonic  verity  of  Quebec's  authority. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  are,  on  principle,  agreed  at  least  to  support  this 
action.     We  do  not  feel,  however,  that  more  can  be  expected  from  them. 

But  it  must  be  observed  that  a  limitation  is  necessary  to  the  claim  of  England  outside  of  her 
Masonic  boundary.  Ireland  and  Scotland  have  their  own  Grand  Lodges.  The  geographical  de- 
pendencies of  England  are  now  subjected  to  the  Masonic  domain  of  these  Grand  Lodges.  Australia, 
with  its  subdivisions,  Victoria,  South  Wales,  and  other  provinces  of  Great  Britain,  are  establishing 
Grand  Lodges  and  asking  recognition.  Yet  in  thesa  localities  England  and  Scotland  hold  a 
Masonic  dominion. 

If  the  principle  of  Supremacy  in  these  instances  is  to  be  ignored,  and  the  "divided  duty"  of 
extraterritorial  allegiances  is  to  be  permitted,  then  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  are  stulti- 
lying  their  assertion  of  Gi-and  Lodge  Sovereignty  if  they  yield  to  its  enforcement  anywhere.  True, 
England  has  not  set  up  Lodges  within  the  jurisdiction  of  an  American  Grand  Lodge,  but  it  has  set 
up  the  claim  to  jurisdiction  over  its  Lodges  outside  of  its  home  boundaries,  and  thus  subverts  the 
practical  obligation  of  the  now  almost  universal  acceptation  of  the  supreme  sovereign  power  of  a 
Grand  Lodge  ot  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

There  cannot  be  two  Supreme  Masonic  authorities  in  one  jurisdiction,  Masonic  or  territorial. 

We  therefore  feel  at  liberty  here  to  protest  against  the  dilution  of  the  Masonic  doctrine  of 
Grand  Lodge  Sovereignty,  by  the  injection  into  it  of  mere  geographical  interests,  or  the  profane 
policy  of  political  governments. 

In  reply  to  some  criticisms  of  Bro.  Drummond  on  the  address  of  Bro.  Michael 
Arnold  at  the  Pennsylvania  centennial,  Bro.  Vaux  reproduces  many  of  the  facts  set 
forth  in  our  review  of  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Gardner,  of  Massachusetts,  on 
Henry  Price,  in  our  report  for  1872,  and  w^e  infer  from  his  remark  that  the  "breth- 
ren of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Philadelphia,  in  1731,  had  the  same  right  as  their  brethren 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  elsewhere  to  form  lodges  by  immemorial  right,"  that  he 
concludes,  as  we  did,  that  the  first  lodges  in  that  city  were  without  charters. 

There  is  one  other  subject,  that  of  public  installations,  that  Bro.  Vaux  does  not 
seem  to  wish  to  discuss  further  wilk  Bro.  Drummond,  but  numerous  instances  occur 
throughout  the  report  where  he  talks  at  him  about  it. 

With  reference  to  doubtful  bodies  assuming  to  be  grand  lodges,  Bro.  Vaux  takes 
the  safe  and  we  think  correct  view  that  it  is  safest  to  doubt  what  is  not  certain,  and 
says  the  grounds  on  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia  bases  its 
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recognition  of  the  so-called  grand  lodges  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico  are  irrational, 
illogical,  and  made  up  of  assumptions  and  glittering  generalities.  He  quotes  the 
opinion  of  a  grand  master  that  a  certain  candidate  with  a  dislocated  and  shortened 
finger  was  eligible,  and  asks,  "  But  is  he  sound  in  all  his  members  ?  if  not,  he  may 
be  eligible,  but  he  cannot  be  initiated ;"  whence  we  infer  that  he  follows  the  spu- 
rious charges  of  Dermott,  instead  of  the  genuine  by  Anderson  ;  holds  that  installa- 
tion by  proxy  is  an  act  without  any  authority  in  Masonic  law ;  thinks  the  new  Rhode 
Island  dedication  ceremonial  is  profane,  and  either  thoughtless  extravagance  or  in- 
decent ignorance,  and  we  cannot  find  it  in  our  heart  to  differ  with  him ;  takes  no 
stock  in  the  "international  law"  sought  to  be  evolved  by  the  Louisiana  resolutions; 
stands  up  stoutly  not  only  for  physical  fitness,  but  for  physical  perfection  in  candi- 
dates; and  protests  against  the  attempt  to  convert  Masonic  lodges  into  courts  to  ad- 
minister laws  enacted  by  profane  authority.  Notwithstanding  we  have  touched 
chiefly  on  points  wherein  we  differ  from,  our  Right  Worshipful  brother,  we  tender 
him  the  homage  of  our  sincere  congratulations  on  his  able  report. 


RHODE  ISLAND,  1887. 

This  volume  opens  with  the  proceedings  of  an  emergent  communication  held  at 
Providence,  June  14,  1886,  for  the  burial  of  Past  Grand  Master  Thomas  A.  Doyle. 
There  was  an  immense  concourse  of  people,  a  great  civic  procession,  many  distin- 
guished mourners,  and  the  services  were — from  a  secular  standpoint — without  a  flaw, 
but  nothing  was  more  eloquent  of  the  character  of  the  dead  past  grand  master,  than 
the  flowers  which  the  public  school  children  dropped  upon  his  coffin  at  the  close  of 
the  service,  until  casket  and  grave  were  both  hidden  from  view. 

The  grand  secretary  tells  us  that  the  burial  service,  which  is  given  in  full,  is  the 
new  service  adopted  by  the  grand  lodge,  and  used  for  the  first  time  on  this  occasion. 
The  service  on  the  whole  is  a  very  fine  one,  the  text,  which  is  mostly  responsive 
readings,  being  full  of  noble  scripture,  but  the  prayers  allotted  to  the  chaplain  are  in- 
excusably sectarian,  the  only  prayer  in  the  service  not  open  to  this  objection  being 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  which  is  said  in  concert.  Considering  the  unwarrantable  intrus- 
ion of  sectarian  theology  in  the  prayers,  one  wonders  at  the  grace  which  closes  the 
service,  with  the  patriarchal  instead  of  the  apostolic  benediction. 

Another  emergent  communication  was  held  at  Providence,  July  29,  1886,  for 
the  burial  of  W.  Bro.  Cyrus  Butler,  a  member  of  the  grand  lodge. 

A  special  communication  was  held  at  Greene,  Sept.  28,  1886,  to  dedicate  a  new 
hall,  and  install  the  officers  of  a  lodge. 
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The  semi-annual  communication  was  held  at  Providence,  Nov.  15,  1886.  The 
grand  secretary  reported  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  the.  city  of  Providence  celebrated 
its  250th  anniversary  on  the  24th  of  June,  the  festival  communication  of  the  grand 
lodge  was  omitted.  One  wonders  when  reading  this  report  whether  the  text  of  the 
grand  master's  and  grand  secretary's  reports  have  not  got  mixed,  some  of  the  subjects 
treated  and  recommendations  made  by  the  latter,  particularly  with  respect  to  the  rit- 
ual, belonging  particularly  to  the  Grand  East. 

The  Rev.  and  W.  Bro.  Henry  W.  Rugg,  grand  chaplain,  presented  an  appre- 
ciative memorial  of  Past  Grand  Master  Doyle,  whose  genius  for  affairs  kept  him  in 
the  office  of  mayor  of  Providence  for  nearly  eighteen  years.  He  was  seven  years 
grand  master. 

Bro.  Wm.  Gilpin  presented  a  memorial  of  John  Eldred,  past  junior  grand 
warden. 

The  annual  communication  was  held  at  Providence.  May  16,  1887. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Newton  D.  Arnold)  is  a  strictly  business 
paper.  The  Masonic  books  bequeathed  to  the  grand  lodge  by  the  late  Past  Grand 
Master  Doyle  had  been  received  and  placed  in  the  library.  Devoting  some  space 
to  the  subject  of  uniformity  of  work,  the  grand  master  says  : 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  District  Deputies  to  see  that  the  lodges  conform  to  the  authorized  work, 
and  to  correct  any  departure  therefrom,  but  there  should  be  some  authorized  source  from  which  the 
Deputies  themselves  could  be  instructed.  The  plan  adopted  by  some  Grand  Lodges  of  authorizing 
a  committee  or  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  write  out  one  copy  of  the  work,  that  copy  to  be  placed 
in  the  custody  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  kept  by  him  in  a  safe  place,  reference  to  which  to  be  had 
by  the  proper  Grand  Officers  and  Masters  of  the  lodges  for  the  time  being  only,  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  Grand  Secretary  ;  no  copy  of  any  portion  to  be  xnade  by  any  one  ;  has  seemed  to  have 
accomplished  the  object  sought,  and  as  far  as  I  know,  has  been  productive  of  no  evil  results. 

On  this  subject  the  grand  lodge  agreed  to  the  suggestion  of  the  grand  master  for 
a  special  committee.  To  adopt  the  present  tense,  in  which  Grand  Secretary  Baker 
always  makes  up  his  record,  we  think  we  remember  an  official  bonfire  held  in  Rhode 
Island  some  years  ago,  and  consulting  our  foraier  reports  we  find  that  in  187 1  the 
grand  lodge,  on  the  heels  of  the  report  of  the  custodians  who,  having  been  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  present  the  work  and  lectures  of  the  three  degrees  in  manuscript,  it 
is  ordered  "  that  all  the  work  of  the  symbolic  degrees,  written  out  by  authority  of  this 
grand  lodge,  or  by  any  person  assuming  to  act  for  the  grand  lodge,  be  returned  to  the 
office  of  the  W.  Grand  Secretaiy  within  si.xty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution 
and  that  the  same  be  destroyed  in  the  presence  of  W.  Benjamin  Tallman,  R.  W. 
Lloyd  Morton  and  W.  Thomas  Vincent  ;"  and  "  that  hereafter  no  manuscript  or 
printed  work,  except  the  monitors  authorized  by  this  grand  lodge,  shall  be  used  by 
any  officer  in  opening  or  closing  the  lodges,  or  in  conferring  the  three  degrees  in  any 
lodge  in  this  jurisdiction;"  and  that  in  1872  the  cremating  committee  meets  "at  the 
office  of  the  W.  Grand  Secretary,  June  13,  A.  L.  5872,  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,"  and 
commits  to  the  flames  the  work  of  the  first  degree,  written  by  W.  George  O.  Olm- 
STEAD,  the  second  degree,  written  by  W.  Stillman  White,  and  the  work  written 
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by  the  custodians ;  also  all  work  (by  whomsoever  written)  found  at  the  W.  Grand 
Secretary's  office,  on  the  day  aforesaid." 

We  observe  that  R.  W.  Stillman  White  is  one  of  the  new  committee  on  uni- 
formity, but  whether  this  foreshadows  the  establishment  of  a  Phoenix  Work  in  the 
Providence  Plantations  doth  not  yet  appear.  It  will  perhaps  strike  the  thoughtful 
observer  that  the  cycle  of  this  written  work  plague  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  seven- 
teen-year locusts,  and  also  that  it  is  most  likely  to  break  out  where  the  influence  of 
the  so-called  Scottish  Rite,  with  its  printed  rituals,  is  most  felt.  At  the  preceding 
annual  the  following  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  Any  Worshipful  Brother  who  has  been  installed  Master  of  a  lodge  under  the  juris- 
diction of  any  Grand  Lodge  with  which  this  Grand  Lodge  is  in  communication,  shall  upon  his  be- 
coming affiliated  with  any  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  become  a  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

The  grand  master  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  constitution  could  not  be 
amended  by  resolution,  and  it  was  accordingly  repealed. 

In  a  case  reported  by  the  commissioners  of  trials  wherein  the  specifications  set 
forth  that  the  accused  had  been  found  indecently  drunk,  we  find  that  in  addition  to 
the  parol  testimony,  a  certified  copy  of  his  trial,  conviction  and  sentence  by  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  twelfth  judicial  district,  under  indictment  for  having  been  found  in- 
decently intoxicated,  was  admitted  in  evidence. 

The  Rev.  William  Nicholas  Ackley,  of  Warren,  was  elected  grand  master ; 
Edwin  Baker,  Providence  (care  of  Henry  Baker  &  Son),  reelected  grand  sec- 
retary. 

At  the  festival  communication  of  June  24,  1S87,  the  grand  lodge  combined  busi- 
ness with  pleasure.  Opened  in  ample  form  on  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree,  at 
Providence,  it  proceeded  by  rail  to  Warren  and  laid  the  corner- stone  of  the  George 
Hail  free  library  building,  Bro.  George  H.  Kenyon,  senior  grand  warden,  deliver- 
ing the  Eulogy  on  Masonry,  a  meritorious  production,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  W. 
RuGG,  grand  chaplain,  delivering  the  oration  of  the  day,  on  "  The  Companionship  of 
Books,"  in  which  the  orator  exhibited  an  intimate  knowledge  of  his  subject. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA,  1887. 

A  special  communication  of  the  grand  lodge  was  held  at  Rock  Hill,  Aug.  19, 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  Rock  Hill  graded  school  building.  The 
grand  master  called  to  refreshment  to  do  the  work,  and  when  the  hour  for  refresh- 
ment came,  called  to  labor  again. 
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The  annual  communication  was  held  at  Charleston,  Dec.  13.  No  representative 
of  Illinois  was  present,  a  vacancy  existing  in  the  embassy  to  that  grand  lodge. 

At  the  outset  of  his  address  the  grand  master  (J.  Adger  Smyth)  says: 

For  the  third  time,  as  Grand  Master,  1  give  you  cordial  greeting,  and  bid  you  hearty  wel- 
come, as  you  gather  to-day  at  this  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Annual  Communication. 

When  first  I  addressed  you,  the  roar  of  the  cyclone  was  still  lingering  about  our  Temple, 
surrounded  as  we  were  with  the  destruction  wrought  by  the  resistless  power  of  that  mighty  wind. 

At  our  last  assembling,  it  was  with  hearts  still  throbbing  with  the  terrors  of  the  earthquake, 
and  with  ears  still  thrilling  with  the  shrieks  and  groans  of  that  awful  night,  that,  in  subdued 
accents,  the  tale  of  those  hours  of  agony  was  told. 

Never  can  those  moments  be  forgotten,  but  they  only  served,  by  their  very  gloom  and  dark- 
ness, to  brighten  the  golden  light  of  charity  that  so  quickly  and  so  abundantly  was  poured  down 
upon  us. 

In  offering  some  considerations  on  true  progress  in  life,  he  says : 

The  bold  youth,  who  climbed  the  rocky  steeps  of  the  Natural  Bridge  in  Virginia,  and  carved 
his  name  higher  than  any  other,  found  it  impossible  to  descend.  His  only  alternative  was  to  go  on 
and  scale  the  height,  and  find  safety  at  the  summit.  So  with  all  climbing  in  life.  There  is  no  going 
downward.  It  is  climbing  higher,  or  falling  !  Every  upward  step  makes  another  needful,  and  so 
we  must  go  on,  and  upward  until  Heaven  is  attained. 

And  of  the  general  condition  of  the  Craft : 

It  has  given  me  pleasure  to  visit  a  number  of  Lodges  during  the  past  year,  in  different  parts 
of  the  State  and  to  confer  degrees  in  several  of  them.  I  am  glad  to  note  the  interest  manifested  by 
the  Brethren,  the  large  attendance,  and  the  signs  of  improvements  on  all  sides.  I  trust  the  Craft 
throughout  the  Jurisdiction  will  share  in  the  general  prosperity  with  which  our  country  has  been 
blessed  during  the  past  year. 

The  two  decisions  reported  involve  no  new  points. 

He  announced  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Henry  Buist,  greatly  distin- 
guished as  a  citizen,  a  lawyer  and  a  Mason,  of  whose  service  in  the  grand  lodge  the 
memorial  committee  say : 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  his  Masonic  zeal  and  ability  were  speedily  called  into  requisition  by  his 
brethren,  and  finally  on  the  28th  of  December,  A.  L.  5857,  the  gavel  of  authority  as  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  in  South  Carolina  was  placed  in  his  hands.  He  most  acceptably  discharged  all  the 
duties  appertaining  to  that  high  office  and  was  twice  unanimously  re-elected,  at  the  request  of  those 
next  in  line  of  promotion,  thus  serving  the  Craft  as  Grand  Master  for  three  successive  terms.  When 
he  finally  surrendered  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  Craft,  and 
yielded  to  his  successor  the  symbol  of  authority,  it  was  not  that  he  might  withdraw  himself  from 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  rest  upon  his  worthily  won  honors,  but  rather  that  he  might  stand  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  by  his  fraternal  encouragement  and  wise  counsel  be  an  ever 
present  and  sure  support.  Since  he  became  a  member  of  this  Grand  Body,  his  name  is  written 
upon  the  records  of  every  annual  communication,  and  his  life  and  spotless  character  is  eternally 
graven  in  the  Masonic  heart  of  the  State  and  will  there  abide  as  a  precious  and  sacred  memory. 
The  life  and  example  of  such  a  man  is  a  potent  influence  for  good,  which  will  live  though  he  be 
gathered  to  his  eternal  rest. 

In  the  statement  of  amounts  received  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  earth- 
quake, due  credit  is  given  for  ;^200  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  through 
Grand  Treasurer  Egan. 
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An  elegant  past  grand  master's  jewel  was  presented  to  the  retiring  grand  master; 
two  charters  and  three  dispensations  were  granted,  and  one  dispensation  renewed  ; 
^loo  was  appropriated  to  the  Charleston  Masonic  Board  of  Relief,  and  the  committee 
on  charity  continued  as  delegates  to  that  board;  Charleston  fixed  upon  as  the  next 
place  of  meeting;  and  the  following,  from  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  con- 
curred in : 

{a)  Your  Committee  concur  in  the  ruling  that  u  Lodge  cannot  release  its  jurisdiction  over  re- 
jected material. 

(i)  Your  Committee  concur  in  the  ruling  that  a  brother  in  arrears  for  dues,  and  not  tried  at 
the  communication  fixed  for  trial,  is  entitled  to  notice  of  such  postponement,  and  cannot  be  tried 
until  a  new  day  has  been  fixed,  and  notice  given  him. 

(c)  "An  unaffiliated  Mason  applies  for  affiliation,  the  Lodge  records  show  no  action  except 
reference  to  a  committee,  the  unaffiliated  dies  and  his  family  applies  to  the  Lodge  to  funeralize  him, 
is  he  entitled  to  masonic  burial?" 

Your  Committee  answer  no,  because  there  is  no  evidence  of  his  affiliation,  and  an  unaffiliated 
Mason  is  not  entitled  to  masonic  burial. 

The  ruling  that  a  lodge  cannot  release  its  rejected  material  is  altogether  new  to 
us,  and  we  suppose  it  rests,  of  course,  on  some  local  regulation ;  that  under  (b)  is 
familiar  and  we  think  good  law.  The  verb  "  funeralize"  we  refer  to  Bro.  Vaux  in 
the  firm  belief  that  it  is  an  innovation  and  a  violation  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon, 

A.  H.  White,  of  Rock  Hill,  was  elected  grand  master;  Charles  Inglesby, 
Charleston,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  99)  is  as  usual  by  Grand  Secretary  Inglesby, 
whose  long  experience  and  terse,  direct  style  enables  him  to  put  much  into  little 
space.  Illinois  gets  generous  allowance  and  fraternal  notice.  He  quotes  Grand 
Master  Darrah's  presentation  of  our  relations  with  England,  and  refers  to  his  re- 
marks on  unaffiliated  Masons,  objections  to  visitors,  and  the  trial  of  sojourners,  to  ex- 
press his  concurrence.  On  the  subject  of  physical  qualifications  he  agrees  with  the 
committee  on  jurisprudence.  He  gives  the  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'  Home  a  good 
send-off,  and  refers  to  Bro.  Clements'  oration  as  rich  in  research  and  full  of  thought. 

The  following  remarks  preface  the  quotation  o£  Bro.  Gurney's  remarks  relative 
to  the  recognition  of  the  "  grand  lodges"  of  the  Mexican  States  by  the  District  of 
Columbia : 

The  masterly  Report  on  Correspondence,  probably  the  last  he  will  ever  write,  places  him  in 
the  front  rank  of  Masonic  writers,  jurists  and  thinkers.  Our  heart  goes  out  to  Bro.  Gurney,  and  we 
deeply  sympathize  with  him  and  the  Craft  in  Illinois  in  this  affliction.  His  words,  coming  to  us 
almost  as  last  words,  should  receive  even  more  heed  than  ordinary  words  of  wisdom.  In  the  intro- 
duction to  the  Report,  Bro.  Gurney  places  on  record  an  emphatic  protest  and  sounds  "a  note  uf 
warning"  against  the  recognition  of  "Grand  Lodges"  that  e.\ist  by  virtue  of  associations  that  are 
without  the  duly  constituted  Masonic  organization.  How  can  we  recognize  a  "Grand  Lodge" 
which  was  formed  by  Lodges  deriving  their  existence  from  Supreme  Councils  and  Grand  Orients  ? 

Later  he  received  intelligence  of  Bro.  Gurney's  death,  and  says :  "  The  loss 
is  not  confined  to  his  jurisdiction,  but  is  common  to  the  Masonic  world.     Truly  of 
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him  it  may  be  said,  that  one  of  the  chief  supports  of  Masonry  has  fallen.     Our  breth- 
ren of  Illinois  have  the  sympathy  of  the  whole  Craft." 

He  expresses  his  concurrence  in  the  arguments  of  the  report  in  favor  of  perpet- 
ual jurisdiction  over  rejected  candidates. 

Under  Ohio,  he  says: 

The  Grand  Master  issued  his  order  against  the  so-called  A.  and  A.  Scottish  Rite  (Cerneau). 
These  Cerneau  bodies  seem  to  be  giving  the  so-called  higher  degree  Masons  a  great  deal  of  bother ; 
but  we  do  not  see  why  Ancient  Craft  Masons  should  care  anything  about  them. 

Bro.  Inglesby  has  never  understood  how  a  grand  lodge  can  recognize  a  grand 
orient,  and  he  probably  never  will — he  is  too  stanch  a  supporter  of  the  ancient  law 
for  that ;  sustains  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  in  its  family  broil ;  denies  that  a 
lodge  can  claim  reimbursement  for  charity;  is  not  yet  ready  to  give  up  the  results  of 
early  teaching  and  believe  that  there  was  no  grand  master  before  1 7 1 7 — we  know 
the  difiiculty,  having  been  over  the  same  road,  but  we  have  given  up  the  pre-i7X7 
grand  masters ;  discloses  the  fact  that  in  South  Carolina  as  in  West  Virginia,  Illinois, 
and  perhaps  other  jurisdictions,  a  brother  does  not  become  a  member  of  a  lodge  by 
being  raised  to  the  third  degree  therein,  but  may  become  a  member  if  he  chooses  to 
sign  the  by-laws  (in  Massachusetts  and  perhaps  some  other  New  England  States  the 
brother  must  be  subsequently  proposed  and  elected) ;  holds,  with  reference  to  the 
qualifications  of  candidates,  that  where  the  organic  law  fixes  the  requirements,  to 
add  to  them  is  to  change  them  as  much  as  to  take  away  from  them  would  be,  in  which 
we  concur ;  dissents  from  the  opinion  of  the  grand  master  of  New  Jersey  that  the 
practice  of  visiting  other  lodges  than  their  own  by  Entered  Apprentices  and  Fellow 
Crafts  is  hurtful  to  Masonic  discipline,  and  has  always  encouraged  the  practice  as  their 
best  means  of  perfecting  themselves  in  Masonry ;  regards  the  Ohio  proceeding  in 
which  the  grand  master  permitted  an  appeal  to  be  taken  to  the  grand  lodge  from  his 
decision  in  the  chair,  as  irregular  and  unmasonic,  and  says  that  with  them  there  is  no 
appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  chair,  which  is  likewise  true  in  Illinois ;  thinks  it 
would  have  been  better  if  the  grand  master  of  Rhode  Island  had  curtailed  his  able 
address  by  omitting  some  of  his  religious  comments,  which  must  have  jarred  upon 
any  Jewish  brethren  present,  a  criticism  which  we  have  felt  compelled  to  make  on 
the  new  burial  service  adopted  in  that  jurisdiction;  and  so  far  as  we  discover  ex- 
presses no  opinion  relative  to  the  anti-saloon  legislation  which  has  become  epidemic 
in  western  and  southern  grand  lodges. 


TENNESSEE,  1888. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Nashville,  Jan.  25,  with  the  representative  of  Illinois  in 
attendance. 

The  grand  master  (Caswei.l  A.  Goodloe)  delivered  a  brief,  business  like  ad- 
dress. He  announced  tlic  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  John  S.  Dashiell,  aged 
eighty.     He  reported  seven  decisions,  two  of  which  we  copy : 
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5.  Can  one  Lodge  waive  jurisdiction  over  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  in  favor  of  another 
Lodge  and  claim  the  fees  ?    Answer:     Yes,  if  so  contracted. 

6.  If  a  brother  petitions  a  Lodge  for  membership  and  is  duly  rejected,  is  he  entitled  to  a 
certificate  of  a  lost  dimit,  he  having  previously  been  a  member  of  the  same  Lodge?  Answer:  Yes, 
if  there  are  no  charges,  and  no  time  asked  in  which  to  prefer  them. 

In  Illinois  it  has  been  decided  that  no  condition  can  be  attached  to  a  waiver  of 
jurisdiction.  With  reference  to  No.  6,  we  agree  with  the  committee  on  jurisprudence, 
that  in  such  a  case  the  brother  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  regardless  of  his  Masonic 
standing,  since  the  lodge  had  dimitted  him. 

With  reference  to  physical  qualifications  he  says  the  only  inquiry  should  be,  is 
the  applicant  capable  of  receiving  and  imparting  the  ritual  of  Masonry,  and  that  of 
this  each  lodge  is  the  sole  and  proper  judge,  observing  the  landmarks.  Of  temper- 
ance, he  says : 

Among  the  cardinal  virtues  recognized  by  Masons  is  tliat  of  temperance.  A  more  strict  ob- 
servance of  this,  I  think,  would  advance  Masonry.  We  may  differ  somewhat  as  to  the  plan  of  its 
promotion,  yet  we  are  agreed  that  to  neglect  it  is  extremely  hurtful.  Some  of  us  were  of  the 
opinion  that  the  means  proposed  by  our  civil  authority  in  1887  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  yet 
if  there  be  those  whose  ideas  are  at  variance  with  this  view,  and  who  can  suggest  abetter  way,  with 
all  my  heart  I  say  let  us  have  it. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  two  charters,  continued  one  dispensation  and  granted 
another ;  held  a  lodge  of  sorrow  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  in  honor  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Dashiell,  at  which  Past  Grand  Master  Hughes  delivered  the  eu- 
logy ;  ordered  that  hereafter  all  past  grand  masters  of  the  jurisdiction  should  be  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  which  will  make  a  tolerably  full  bench,  as 
there  were  no  less  than  twelve  present  at  this  communication ;  and  devised  the  scheme 
defined  by  the  following  provisions  to  corral  the  abounding  non-affiliate  and  either 
make  him  a  source  of  revenue  or  exterminate  him : 

1.  That  Edict  16  be  amended  so  as  to  read  : 

Dimits. — Applications  for  dimits  must  be  made  at  a  stated  meeting,  and  must  be  in  writing 
and  signed  by  the  applicant.  Dimits  shall  be  granted  if  all  dues  are  paid  and  no  charges  have  been 
preferred  or  time  asked  to  prefer  the  same.  Dimits  must  state  that  if  the  applicant  is  not  affiliated 
within  six  months  his  membership  shall  revert  to  the  Lodge  which  granted  him  the  dimit. 

2.  That  Edict  49  be  repealed. 

3.  That  Edict  50  be  amended  so  as  to  read  : 

Non-affiliates. — Subordinate  Lodges  will  not  bury  voluntary  non-affiliates  with  Masonic 
honors,  unless  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  shall  vote 
so  to  do. 

Each  non-affiliated  Master  Mason  is  required  to  pay,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December 
each  year,  a  contribution  fee  of  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Lodge 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  which  he  resides;  or  should  he  live  where  two  or  more  Lodges  have  con- 
current jurisdictions,  he  shall  pay  the  nearest  Secretary.  For  the  collection  of  this  fee  the  Secre- 
tary shall  have  twenty-five  cents,  and  the  remainder  the  Secretary  shall  forward  to  the  Grand 
Secretary,  with  the  annual  dues  of  the  Lodge,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Grand 
Treasurer,  and  designated  the  "Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,"  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  mannner 
as  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  provided  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and 
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orphans  of  worthy  deceased  Master  Masons.  Those  iailing  to  pay  said  contribution  fee  shall  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  of  which  they  reside  as  said  Lodges  do  with  their 
delinquent  members. 

As  we  believe  a  Mason  has  a  right  to  remain  unaffiliated  if  he  chooses  to  do  so, 
and  do  not  believe  in  taxing  rich  and  poor  an  equal  sum  for  charity,  we  do  not  look 
with  favor  on  this  scheme,  and  we  do  not  believe  it  will  lessen  the  evil  it  is  intended 
to  cure. 

Henry  H.  Ingersoll,  of  Knoxville,  was  elected  grand  master;  John  Friz- 
ZELL,  Nashville,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  lOo)  is  again  by  Bro.  Frank  M.  Smith, 
whose  report  of  last  year  met  with  very  general  favor.  Illinois  receives  extended 
notice.  He  quotes  at  length  from  the  eulogies  pronounced  over  Bro.  Gurney's 
open  grave,  and  makes  extended  extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  com- 
munication, including  the  full  text  of  the  circular  of  instructions  to  lodges  under  dis- 
pensation, prepared  by  the  committee  on  the  work  and  returns  of  those  bodies. 

Bro.  Smith  puts  very  clearly  the  injustice  involved  in  the  provision  existing  in 
the  laws  of  several  grand  lodges,  that  the  amount  paid  representatives  for  mileage 
shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  dues  paid  by  their  respective  lodges.  He  says,  under 
Kansas : 

So  it  may  work  well  in  Kansas,  Brother  Brown,  but  that  does  not  make  it  just.  When  you 
do  not  allow  any  representative  to  draw  out  more  for  mileage  and  per  diem  than  is  paid  in  by  his 
Lodge,  you  thus  place  an  extra  assessment  upon  his  Lodge.  What  a  representative  draws  out 
has  nothing;  to  do  with  the  case. 

The  point  is  simply  this:  Each  Master  Mason  in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  assessed  the  same 
amount,  consequently  one  Lodge  pays  as  much  per  member  as  another.  This  tax  is  intended  to 
meet  the  expense  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  not  the  expenses  of  any  Subordinate  Lodge.  Then  each 
representative  should  receive  the  same  per  diem,  and  if  your  Grand  Lodge  pays  traveling  expenses 
of  all  the  representatives;  anything  else  is  an  unjust  discrimination,  no  matter  where  practiced. 

Bro.  Smith  says  the  prerogatives  of  a  grand  master  have  faded  out,  but  although 
that  may  be  true  in  Tennessee,  in  many  other  localities  they  still  wash  well ;  denies 
the  soft  impeachment  of  Bro.  Parvin  who  said  he  seemed  to  be  in  lavor  of  saloons 
and  saloonkeepers ;  confesses  that  about  the  only  thing  he  can  see  that  has  been  ac- 
complished by  the  past  master's  "  annex  "  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee,  is  to 
make  themselves  a  laughing  stock  for  other  grand  jurisdictions,  but  thinks  they  will 
see  themselves  as  others  see  them  one  of  these  days;  and  quotes  the  resolutions  of 
M.  W.  Bro.  Gabe  Bouck  relative  to  Templars  and  Masonic  funerals,  from  the  Wis- 
consin proceedings,  because  it  is  the  most  peculiar  procedure  he  has  ever  known  to 
come  from  a  past  grand  master,  but  as  he  learns  more  of  Bro.  Bouck  and  notes  the 
progress  of  events  he  is  likely  to  conclude  that  the  chief  peculiarity  of  the  procedure 
is  the  Wisconsin  brother's  habit  of  talking  out  squarely  what  many  others  think  but 
don't  venture  to  say. 
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TEXAS,   1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Houston,  Dec.  13.  The  representative  of  Illinois  was 
not  present. 

The  grand  master  (A.  J.  Rose)  was  able  to  congratulate  the  grand  lodge  upon 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  Craft,  and  says  the  moral  growth  of  the  Fraternity  is 
very  encouraging.  He  gives  a  list  of  various  physical  imperfections  of  candidates  in 
whose  cases  he  had  been  asked  for  authority  to  confer  the  degrees,  and  among  them 
one  in  which  the  loss  of  an  eye  was  held  to  be  a  bar.  Of  course  this  is  an  old  story, 
but  it  is  no  more  ridiculous  than  the  case  reported  the  previous  year  in  which  the  loss 
of  a /zVc,?  ^ a /cf  was  held  to  be  inhibitory.  In  this  connection  v/e  notice  that  the 
deputy  grand  master  decided  that  a  slight  rupture  did  not  disqualify,  provided  the 
rupture  would  not  prevent  the  party  from  being  placed  in  possession  of  the  ancient 
landmarks  and  from  exemplifying  the  same  so  as  to  be  recognized  as  a  member  of 
the  Craft.  It  is  perfectly  safe  to  say  that  there  were  a  score  of  men  in  the  grand 
lodge  with  more  than  slight  ruptures,  who  had  never  been  suspected  of  being  unable 
to  exemplify,  and  yet  whose  actual  disability  is  much  greater  than  that  entailed  by 
the  loss  of  an  eye.  The  committee  on  reports  of  grand  officers  reported  in  favor  of 
relaxing  the  rule  so  far  as  advancement  is  concerned,  and  the  resolution  offered  by 
them,  as  follows,  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  any  mutilation  of  body  or  limb  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  or  Fellow  Craft 
Mason  which  does  not  interfere  with  his  receiving  and  communicating  the  mysteries  of  Freemasonry, 
and  of  complying  with  all  the  ancient  usages,  shall  not  prevent  his  advancement  if  otherwise  found 
worthy. 

In  Illinois  where  the  law  respecting  physical  qualifications  is  at  least  as  strict  as 
the  ancient  charge  which  it  aims  to  interpret,  it  is  held  that  it  does  not  apply  to  ad- 
vancement at  all,  but  only  to  "  making,"  and  we  think  the  same  view  obtains  in  most 
jurisdictions. 

Referring  to  the  past  master's  degree,  he  says  the  grand  lodge  has  declared  it  to 
be  only  a  portion  of  the  installation  ceremony,  but  if  it  is  a  part  of  it  the  master-elect 
is  not  installed  unless  he  has  received  it,  and  hence  is  incapable  of  presiding  over  his 
lodge,  but  his  suggestion  that  the  grand  lodge  declare  him  thus  incapable  by  resolu- 
tion, was  negatived  by  the  committee  on  jurisprudence. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  having  already  assumed  to  amend  the  landmarks 
by  declaring  that  a  belief  in  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Bible  is  an  indispensable 
prerequisite  to  Masonic  admission,  he  recommends  that  they  be  still  further  amended 
by  prescribing  an  additional  question  to  be  asked  of  candidates,  viz. :  "  Do  you  be- 
lieve in  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Holy  Scriptures?"  He  says  it  would  remove 
all  technical  objections  and  quibbles  which  have  been  resorted  to  by  unbelievers  after 
their  admission.  "Technical  objections"  to  what  he  does  not  say,  but  from  the  con- 
text we  infer  that  he  means  technical  objections  to  setting  up  the  Inquisition  in  Texas 
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lodges  for  the  extermination  of  all  those  whose  religious  opinions  do  not  square  with 
the  prejudices  of  the  majority,  notwithstanding  those  opinions  are  as  absolutely  within 
the  guarantees  of  the  landmarks  as  those  of  any  man  in  that  majority  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Texas  which  has  more  than  once  flagrantly  defied  the  ancient  law  "  con- 
cerning God  and  religion."  The  recommendation  was  sent  to  the  committee  on 
jurisprudence,  but  was  not  reported  on.  Let  us  hope  that  this  silence  indicates  a  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  retrace  the  unwarrantable  steps  already  taken, 
rather  than  follow  them  to  their  logically  vicious  conclusion. 

Junior  Grand  Warden  Richardson,  from  the  committee  on  necrology,  furnishes 
an  eloquent  memorial  of  the  fraternal  dead  of  the  year,  305  in  number. 

The  committee  on  foreign  correspondence  submitted  a  special  report  on  Masonry 
in  Mexico,  and  on  the  Quebec-England  controversy.  Summing  up  on  the  first  topic, 
the  committee  say : 

Reverting  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Mexico  and  other  countries  south  of  us,  it  is  doubtful  if 
any  of  these  conditions  exist  there,  especially  the  first,  i.  e.,  the  primary  origin  of  the  subordinate 
Lodges  which  entered  into  the  formation  of  these  Grand  Lodges.  Whence  did  they  obtain  their 
warrants— from  what  Grand  Lodges  of  York  Rite  Masonry?  To  this  question  we  are,  at  present, 
unable  to  give  any  satisfactory  answer,  and  until  such  information  is  available  and  this  fundamental 
fact  of  the  legitimacy  of  their  Masonry,  prior  to  the  formation  of  their  Grand  Lodges  can  be  estab- 
lished, we  can  not  advise  recognition  of  these  Grand  Lodges,  though  it  w.ould  be  pleasing  to  us  to  do 
so.  It  is  better  to  wait,  get  the  information  authoritively,  start  right  and  then  act  promptly,  than  to 
have  to  retrace  a  step  hastily  taken.  We  should  know,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  their  Masonry  is 
genuine  before  we  open  our  doors  to  the  admission  of  their  Masons.  We  do  not  see  how  York  Rite 
Masons  can  possibly  come  through  Supreme  Councils,  Grand  Orients,  etc.,  of  another  Rite,  and  in 
this  view  of  the  matter,  we  follow  such  eminent  authority  as  R.  W.  Theodore  T.  Gurney,  of  Illinois, 
so  long  at  the  front  on  this  Continent  as  a  Masonic  writer  and  reviewer,  whose  last  deliverance  to  his 
brethren  warned  them  against  the  recognition  of  the  Masonry  of  Mexico,  as  the  spurious  fruit  of  the 
Grand  Orients  of  France  and  Spain.  We  might  add  to  his  many  eminent  names,  ranked  among  the 
ablest  writers  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  this  country. 

Texas  it  is  true,  should  be  among  the  first  to  recognize  true  Masonry  in  Mexico — her  neighbor 
country, — but  there  is  a  corresponding  responsibility,  in  this,  that,  supposed  to  possess  peculiar 
means  or  sources  of  correct  information,  our  action  will  attract  the  attention  of  most,  if  not  all,  of 
our  sister  jurisdictions  in  America,  and  it  behooves  us  to  investigate  with  great  thoroughness,  and 
that  our  action  be  well  considered. 

From  these  considerations,  which  involve,  we  believe,  the  most  sacred  interests  of  masonry, 
we  recommend  that  the  question  of  recognizing  the  several  Grand  Lodges  alluded  to  in  this  report, 
be  postponed  for  further  investigation  and  consideration . 

We  should  be  glad  to  give  the  whole  of  this  able  examination  of  the  principles 
underlying  the  question  of  the  recognition  of  these  bodies,  but  must  content  ourselves 
with  the  above  quotation. 

The  committee  take  strong  ground  in  favor  of  the  American  doctrine  of  exclus- 
ive grand  lodge  jurisdiction  as  applicable  to  the  Quebec  case.  They  fall  into  the 
error  which  some  others  have  done,  of  saying  that  Illinois  has  joined  Quebec  in  pro- 
claiming non-intercourse  with  England,  when  the  fact  is  she  simply  took  notice  of 
the  letter  of  Quebec  advising  the  Masonic  world  that  certain  alleged  lodges  existing 
in  that  Province  were  clandestine  bodies,  and  directed  her  constituent  lodges  to 
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govern  themselves  accordingly.  It  would  seem  that  Texas  Masons  are  still  at  lilierty 
to  fraternize  vi'ith  the  members  of  these  clandestine  lodges,  the  action  taken  hy  the 
grand  lodge  being  the  adoption  of  the  following  : 

Resolved,  ist.  That,  in  our  judgment,  the  claim  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  to  the 
supreme,  exclusive  and  unqualified  control  and  sovereignty  over  all  IMasonic  Lodges  within  the 
territorial  limits  of  that  Province  is  just  and  right. 

2d.  That  we  hereby  make  our  fraternal  appeal  to  the  members  of  said  three  Lodges,  and  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  to  effect  an  early  settlement  of  this  controversy,  in  accordance  with 
the  views  above  expressed,  for  the  salce  of  justice  and  of  the  universal  brotherhood  of  Masonry. 

We  know  of  nothing  that  could  speak  more  eloquently  of  a  great  heart  than  the 
following,  offered  by  Past  Grand  Master  Norton  Moses,  by  which  it  would  seem 
that  Bro.  McMahon  has  been  running  a  Masonic  orphans'  home  at  his  own  ex- 
pense : 

Whereas,  Our  worthy  and  venerable  Brother,  Past  Gr.ind  Master  John  B.  McMahon,  who 
has  spent  the  prime  of  his  life  for  the  good  of  Masonry  in  Te.xas,  and  has  spent  much  of  his  means 
in  the  cause  of  Masonic  charity,  having  taken  care  of  and  provided  for  nine  different  sets  of  orphan 
children,  and  now  has  four  orphan  children  in  his-family,  three  of  whom  are  now  at  school  at  his  e.x- 
pense,  and  having  exhausted  about  his  entire  means  until  he  is  no  longer  able  to  take  care  of  the 
little  orphans  committed  to  his  care  by  a  mother  on  her  dying  bed,  and  his  health  has  been  very 
feeble  for  several  years,  and  now  no  longer  able  to  work  for  a  living. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  ^500  be,  and  is,  hereby  appropriated  from  the  general  charity 
fund  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  donated  to  Bro.  J.  B.  McMahon. 

The  grand  lodge  made  further  progress  towards  relieving  Bro.  McMaiion  by 
advancing  the  project  for  a  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home  another  stage,  and 
to  where  it  promises  soon  to  result  in  the  erection  of  such  an  asylum ;  granted  five 
charters  and  continued  three  dispensations ;  presented  the  retiring  grand  master  with 
an  appropriate  jewel ;  and  laid  the  Craft  everywhere  under  obligations  by  adopting 
the  following  resolution,  with  general  reference  to  so-called  Masonic  insurance  socie- 
ties, and  especial  reference  to  a  mutual  benefit  association  at  Fort  Worth  that  had  as- 
sumed the  prefix  "  Masonic  "  : 

The  use  of  the  word  "Masonic"  for  business  purposes,  or  to  further  private  enterprises,  is 
hereby  forbidden. 

Anson  Rainey,  of  Waxahachie,  was  elected  grand  master :  T.  W.  Hudson, 
Houston,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  232)  is  of  dual  parentage,  thirty-six  jurisdic- 
tions having  been  reviewed  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Tyler, 
and  seventeen  by  one  of  his  colleagues.  Past  Grand  Master  Matthev^ts.  The  plan 
of  work  of  these  two  brethren  is  widely  different.     Bro.  Tyler  says  of  his  own  : 

He  has,  therefore,  seldom  indulged  in  criticising  of  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  Grand  Bodies 
under  review,  nor  entered  into  discussions  with  the  old  and  experienced  Masonic  reviewers  and 
writers — generally  contenting  himself  with  a  simple  and  concise  statement  of  such  of  the  transactions 
of  the  various  Grand  Lodges  as  seemed  to  possess  general  interest,  and  transplanting  into  his  re- 
views the  choice  gems  of  Masonic  history,  literature  and  eloquence  which  he  found  strewn  by  the 
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way  in  his  wanderings  among  the  Craft  abroad.  His  effort  has  been  simply  to  lay  before  his 
brethren  in  Texas  such  information  as  would  instruct  and  such  selections  as  would  entertain  them, 
and  if  he  has  succeeded,  to  some  degree,  in  this  effort,  he  will  be  satisfied  and  fully  repaid  for  the 
many,  many  nights  of  toil  he  has  bestowed  upon  this  report — reading  and  writing  while  others  were 
enjoying  sweet,  refreshing  sleep. 

To  his  brethren  of  the  Masonic  "corps  reportorial"  he  would  say  that  unbidden,  unheralded 
he  entered  the  "Guild,"  looked  over  your  shoulders,  gathered  up  a  few  immortelles  to  deck  the 
wreath  of  Texas  Freemasonry  and  silently  took  his  departure — in  all  probality  not  to  return.  He 
did  not  sit  down  at  your  board,  left  no  vacant  chair  when  he  withdrew,  and  will  not  be  missed.  He 
listened,  however,  with  pleasure  to  your  bright  thoughts  and  discussions  and  will  carry  with  him 
through  life  a  grateful  memory  of  your  cordial  and  fraternal  behavior.     It  is  good  to  be  there. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  his  probability  did  not  materialize  into  a  cold  fact,  but 
that  he  is  to  sit  down  at  the  board,  for  notwithstanding  the  restrictions  he  imposed 
upon  himself  he  has  made  a  very  interesting  report. 

Bro.  Matthews  does  not  hesitate  to  take  the  good  things  of  his  brethren  of  the 
guild,  but  he  takes  a  lively  hand  in  on  all  subjects  of  interest,  and  makes  himself  felt 
as  a  factor  in  the  "  scrimmage."  The  proceedings  of  Illinois  fell  to  him,  and  the 
amount  of  attention  he  has  bestowed  upon  them  would  be  flattering  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion, even  if  his  comments  were  not — as  they  are — very  complimentary. 

He  devotes  to  us  something  over  sixteen  pages,  a  large  share  of  which  is  given 
to  Bro.  Gurnky's  report. 

Of  Grand  Master  Darrah's  address  he  says : 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  a  good  paper,  gives  abundant  proof  that  its  author  had 
been  a  diligent  and  faithful  servant ;  ever  watchful,  in  all  his  acts  having  special  care  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  Craft  in  his  jurisdiction.  He, lays  out  a  good  deal  of  work  upon  the  trestle-board  for 
the  Grand  Lodge,  much  of  it  of  local  character,  though  there  is  not  a  little  of  general  interest.  He 
pays  a  beautiful  and  touching  tribute  to  those  who  had,  during  the  year,  crossed  over  the  river, 
who,  not  dead,  "  are  calmly,  sweetly  sleeping  until  the  last  trumpet  shall  sound."  Of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Craft  he  says,  from  every  part  of  the  State  comes  the  flattering  report  of  its  prosperity. 

He  commends  his  strictures  on  voluntary  dimission,  and  thinks  his  suggestion 
that  voluntary  non-afliliates  should  not  be  permitted  to  visit  at  all  is  one  that  deserves 
consideration.  He  says  the  grand  master  discusses  very  ably,  but  says  the  committee 
on  jurisprudence  view  it  more  as  he  does.  He  commends  his  remarks  on  intemper- 
ance and  profanity,  dnd  agrees  with  his  views  on  the  propriety  of  giving  public  Ma- 
sonic burial  to  persons  of  disreputable  lives  who  die  in  technically  good  standing. 
He  speaks  in  warm  praise  and  encouragement  of  the  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans' 
Home  enterprise,  and  says  of  Bro.  Clements'  oration  : 

Grand  Orator,  R.  W.  Isaac  Clements,  delivered  a  very  fine  oration  on  the  origin  and  antiquity 
of  Masonry.  He  evinces  much  thought  as  well  as  research.  We  have  been  edified,  and  our  broth- 
er has  our  thanks.  We  shall  look  with  some  interest  to  see  what  Bro.  Diehl  has  to  say  about  it. 
He  don't  go  high  on  the  .ige  of  the  Institution. 

Of  Bro.  GuRNEY  and  his  report  he  says  : 

With  no  little  interest,  and  we  hope  much  profit,  we  read  this,  the  last,  best  report  of  Bro. 
Theodore  T.  Gurney.     Bro.  Robbins  tells  us,  that  "  having  finished  the  report  proper,  and  before 
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beginning  the  conclusion,  tlie  pen  dropped  fioui  the  palsied  hand,"  and  ere  the  volume  containing 
it  reached  us,  that  hand  was  nerveless,  still,  in  death.  Our  beloved  brother  had  passed  across  the 
cold  river,  and  was  resting  in  the  shade  beyond,  while  his  enfranchised  spirit  had  carried  up  his  last 
piece  of  work  to  be  tried  by  the  unerring  square  of  the  Master  Overseer.  With  Bro.  Gurney  we  had 
no  personal  acquaintance,  but  we  did  know  him  as  a  Foreign  Correspondent,  in  which  distinguished 
corps  he  had  worked  his  way  to  the  very  front  rank,  and  from  which  none  will  be  missed  more  than 
he.  With  his  last  breath,  in  his  last  words  to  his  own  Grand  Lodge,  from  his  storehouse  ot 
Masonic  knowledge,  and  close,  critical  observation,  he  gives  it  and  us  his  views  of  and  conclusions 
upon  some  subjects  now  claiming  the  attention  of  the  Masonic  world,  which  are  well  worthy  of 
mature  observation. 

Jle  makes  further  long  extracts,  notably  his  remarks  under  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  Maine,  on  the  impolicy  if  not  disloyalty  of  recognizing  putative  grand 
lodges  of  Scotch  Rite  origin,  prefacing  the  first  of  these  extracts  with  the  following  : 

From  the  review  of  the  District  of  Columbia  we  copy,  though  long,  in  full  what  our  brother 
has  to  say  of  recognition  of  foreign  Grand  Lodges  now  knocking  for  admission.  The  applicants  in 
question  are  our  near  neighbors,  and  it  will  be  well  if  we  ponder  well  and  carefully  the  last  words 
of  Bro.  Gurney.     Heed  the  warning,  brethren.     At  least  stop  and  think. 

He  is  not  in  accord  with  Bro.  GuRNEY's  views  on  a  "  Masonic  Congress,"  nor 
is  Bro.  Tyler,  who  thus  expresses  his  views  under  Iowa  : 

Elsewhere  in  this  report  the  position  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  is  stated  by  this  committee 
— it  is  unalterably  opposed  to  any  and  all  movements  even  so  much  as  squinting  at  a  General  or 
National  Grand  Lodge,  whereby  the  absolute  sovereignty  and  independence  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
might  be  impaired.  This  is,  we  are  glad  to  know,  the  position  of  nearly  all — if  not  all — of  the 
Grand  Lodges  on  this  continent.  This  being  true,  it  follows  that  a  General  Body,  by  whatever 
name  or  style,  can  never  have  any  authority  or  official  recognition.  It  would  be  as  helpless  and 
powerless  as  a  babe  to  enforce  its  decrees.  Of  what  use  then  are  such  meetings  and  conventions  ? 
We  can  see  none  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  idea  of  harmonizing  and  unifying  Masonic  laws, 
regulations,  usages,  etc. ,  by  mere  personal  interviews  of  our  Grand  Masters  and  Past  Grand  Masters 
is  a  complete  Utopia.  As  well  try  to  make  the  climate  and  seasons  uniform  or  the  rivers  run  the 
same  course  through  the  hemisphere.  Masonic  laws,  regulations,  etc.,  when  not  prescribed  ancient 
landmarks.,  arise  Irom  the  local  situation  and  environments  of  the  Craft  in  each  jurisdiction,  to  a 
great  extent,  and  each  Grand  Lodge  is  best  able  to  deal  with  questions  arising  out  of  the  peculiari- 
ties which  affect  its  constituent  membership.  Besides  this,  customs  and  traditions  have  grown  up 
in  each  jurisdiction  which,  while  differing  from  those  in  other  jurisdictions,  are  justified  by  long 
usage  as  well  as  good  reasons,  and  have  the  force  of  positive  law,  and  their  very  age  and  long  obser- 
vance have  endeared  them  to  the  Craft.  These  usages,  customs  and  traditions  will  not  be  surren- 
dered on  the  mere  suggestion  and  advice  of  the  majority  in  a  General  Congress  or  Convention — 
never  ! 

We  should  be  glad  to  notice  further  the  excellent  work  of  both  of  these  Texas 
brethren,  but  we  have  a  suspicion  that  we  are  approaching  the  limit  of  space  whicli 
our  grand  lodge  has  broadly  hinted  is  all  that  can  be  profitably  occupied  with  this 
work  ;  and  so  here's  both  our  hands — good  night. 
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UTAH,  I 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Jan.  17,  with  eight  lodges  and  thirty- 
one  grand  lodges  represented.  The  Illinois  diplomat,  Past  Grand  Master  James 
Lowe,  was  present  and  managed  to  pick  up  an  extra  appropriation  for  the  public  de- 
partment of  the  library. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Parley  Lycurgus  Williams)  is  a  dignified, 
conservative  and  able  paper.  He  announced  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Obed 
F.  Strickland,  the  first  grand  master  of  Utah.  He  was  appointed  associate  justice 
of  the  .supreme  court  of  Utah  in  1869,  and  held  that  office  nearly  six  years.  "  He 
was,"  says  the  grand  master,  "  an  honest  and  fearless  judge,  and  firmly  upheld  the 
cause  of  good  government  and  loyalty  to  American  institutions  in  Utah,  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances  and  at  all  times."  The  death  of  Bro.  John  A.  Hunter 
was  also  noticed,  who  had  occupied  the  position  of  chief  justice  of  the  Utah  supreme 
court  for  a  full  term,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  community.  • 

The  following  in  reference  to  a  case  in  which  a  master  of  a  lodge  had  been  tried 
by  a  commission,  as  provided  for  in  their  law,  and  sentenced  to  expulsion,  show's  the 
grand  master's  thorough  appreciation  of  the  principles  as  well  as  the  details  of  the 
law : 

On  the  fifth  day  ot  October  I  received  from  some  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge  a  petition,  re- 
questing me  to  restore  the  suspended  Brother  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  which,  after 
careful  consideration,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  decline  for  the  reason  partly,  that  I  entertained  some 
doubt  as  to  the  power  to  do  so  being  well  established  by  Masonic  law  and  usage,  but  chiefly  for  the 
reason  expressed  in  my  reply  to  Story  Lodge,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  by  its  action  in  providing  for 
an  appeal  from  a  judgment  such  as  was  rendered  in  this  case,  and  also  in  providing  for  petitioning 
the  Grand  Lodge  for  restoration,  in  case  of  suspension  or  expulsion,  has  indicated  very  clearly  its 
intention  that  these  methods  only  should  be  restored  to.  Where  the  Grand  Lodge  has  chosen  to 
legislate  on  any  specific  subject,  my  opinion  is,  that  all  cases  lalling  within  that  legislation  should 
be  controlled  by  its  provisions. 

He  refers  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  Nevada  quarrel  in  hopeful  terms,  and 
to  the  presence  of  two  of  the  commissioners  chosen  by  that  grand  lodge;  and  we  find 
that  subsequently  M.  W.  Adolphus  Leigh  Fitzgerald,  who  had  already  been  for- 
mally received  as  grand  master  of  Nevada,  and  W.  Bro.  Trenmor  Coffin,  presented 
their  credentials  as  commissioners  from  Nevada,  were  cordially  welcomed  and  invited 
to  seats  of  honor;  and  at  a  later  period  the  report  of  the  joint  commission  was  pre- 
sented, signed  by  past  grand  masters  Scott  and  Emerson  and  Past  Senior  Grand  War- 
den Arthur  Morrjb  Grant  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah,  and  by  the  visit- 
ing commissioners  on  the  part  of  Nevada,  which  shows  that,  as  is  generally  the  case, 
there  was  no  trouble  in  reaching  a  settlement  when  once  both  parties  had  agreed  as 
to  the  facts.  Misapprehension  as  to  the  facts  had  protracted,  as  it  had  precipitated 
the  difficulty.  Wasatch  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah  were  exhonerated  from 
any  intentional  invasion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Nevada ;  Utah  agrees  to  respect  the 
edict  of  suspension  passed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada  against  Foley,  and  the 
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control  of  his  status  is  left  -with  the  latter.  The  protocol  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
by  the  grand  lodge,  and  when,  after  the  installation  of  officers,  an  opportunity  of- 
fered, the  happy  outcome  of  all  their  troubles  was  made  the  subject  of  addresses  by 
the  Nevada  commissioners  and  the  retiring  grand  master  (Williams)  ;  there  was  a 
happy  time,  of  which  the  grand  secretary  says  : 

The  addresses  having  been  delivered  extemporaneously  and  no  stenographer  being  present,  the 
Grand  Secretary  regrets  that  he  cannot  publish  them  with  the  Proceedings.  They  would  make 
good  Masonic  reading.  The  Hall  was  crowded  on  the  occasion  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  of 
the  Brothers  present  ever  heard  such  timely  and  eloquent  orations.  The  Grand  Secretary  is  certain 
that  he  never  did.  It  is  no  wonder  that,  after  the  close  of  Bro.  Coffin's  remarks,  a  grand  hand- 
shaking followed,  and  that  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah  gathered  around  the  two  dis- 
tinguished members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada  and  jointly  "smoked  the  pipe  of  peace"  and 
celebrated  a  feast  of  fraternity  and  love. 

The  grand  master  urges  an  effort  to  make  the  work  uniform,  and  the  grand 
lodge  agreed  that  a  school  of  instruction  should  be  held  annually,  which  the  master 
or  one  of  the  wardens  of  each  lodge  must  attend  and  perfect  themselves  in  the  stand- 
ard work.  We  beg  to  suggest  that  now  while  the  work  is  in  a  sort  of  nascent  state, 
would  be  a  good  time  to  engraft  upon  it  -whatever  features  of  the  Pythagorean  work 
can  be  dug  up.  A  cross  between  the  "Standard"  and  Pythagorean  work  would 
produce  something  that  would  take  the  cake. 

Samuel  Paul,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  was  elected  grand  master ;  Christopher 
DiEHL,  Salt  Lake,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  92)  is  the  work  of  the  grand  secretary,  grand 
librarian,  reviewer  and  man- of- all-work  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah,  Bro.  Christo- 
pher DiEHL,  and  is  up  to  his  usual  standard  of  excellence.  Illinois  receives  ex- 
tended and  very  complimentary  notice.     He  thus  starts  in  with  Bro.  MuNN : 

"When  it  is  to  be  done,  then  it  were  well  it  were  done  quickly,"  must  be  the  motto  on  the 
coat  of  arms  of  the  Munn  family  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  it  is  applied  by  one  of  the  members  of 
that  family  in  all  his  work.  Score  one  for  Bro.  Loyal  L.  Munn,  Grand  Secretary,  who  laid  on  our 
table  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  thirteen  days  after  the  close  of  the  session. 
It  is  a  volume  of  400  pages,  and  it  is  a  mystery  to  one  living  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  how  one  living 
in  Freeport  can  rush  such  work  through  the  printers  office  in  ten  days.  Perhaps  Bro.  Munn  is  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  Edison  or  some  other  inventor,  but  be  that  as  it  may,  he  does  the  work  all  the 
same.     Sure  it  is  we  couldn't  do  it. 

Of  Bro.  GuRNEY  he  says  : 

His  was  indeed  a  life  to  live  for.  When  the  Masonic  history  of  this  country  for  the  past 
twenty  years  shall  have  been  written,  the  Brothers  who  are  to  follow  in  the  steps  of  the  present 
generation  will  find  no  more  honored  name,  nor  a  memory  more  cherished  and  revered  than  that  of 
Bro.  Theodore  Tuthill  Gurney,  and  his  chietest  glory  will  be  his  utter  devotion  to  the  principles  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry.  The  earth  never  took  back  to  her  bosom  a  truer  Mason,  nobler  man  and 
better  American  citizen. 

He  touches  all  the  chief  points  of  interest  in  our  proceedings,  regrets  that  Utah 
had  no  representatives  in  the  Chicago  convention,  and  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  next  place  of  meeting,  says  : 
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requests  to  refund  expenditures  in  behalf  of  a  destitute,  worthy  brother,  to  be  applied  again  to  the 
relief  of  suflfering  and  distress  are  entitled  to  consideration,  and  may  be  acceded  to  if  prompted  by 
the  spirit  of  Brotherly  Love  and  Relief,  while  assurances,  implied  or  made  in  full,  of  such  returns 
are  as  sacred  as  our  obligations. 

Referring  to  the  past  master's  degree,  he  is  "  convinced  that  the  important  regu- 
lation providing  for  this  particular  feature  of  the  installation  service  may  not  be  dis- 
pensed with  vk^ilhout  detriment  to  the  Craft."  He  therefore  rules  that  "a  master- 
elect  may  not  be  lawfully  installed  without  receiving  the  esoteric  instruction  attend- 
ing the  solemn  induction  to  the  Oriental  chair  of  King  Solomon  in  an  assembly  or 
convocation  of  actual  past  masters." 

"  Solemn  induction  "  is  good.  Illinois  dispensed  with  this  important  regulation 
eight  years  ago,  and  as  yet  no  detriment  to  the  Craft  is  apparent ;  and  with  the  posi- 
tive gain  that  our  grand  lodge  has  cleared  itself  of  all  entanglement  with  an  alleged 
degree  coming  from  no  one  knows  where,  introduced  by  no  one  knows  who,  but 
whose  imposition  upon  the  Craft  was  clearly  unwarrantable  because  it  rests  on  no 
distinction  found  in  the  ancient  law — the  Charges  of  a  Freemason. 

The  grand  lodge  endorsed  this  ruling  of  Grand  Master  Perkins,  and  under  the 
lead  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  agreed  to  a  committee  to  formulate  a  ritual, 
as  suggested  by  him. 

Of  his  decisions  we  copy  two  that  rest  on  general  principles : 

3.  An  unaffiliated  Mason  has  no  claim  upon  a  lodge.  But  owing  to  the  relations  still  exist- 
ing between  him  and  affiliated  Masons,  a  lodge  may  rightfully  consider  the  application  of  an  unaf- 
filiate for  assistance  in  cases  of  extreme  peril  and  pressing  want. 

5.  When  a  Junior  Warden  preiers  charges  against  a  brother  by  order  of  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter, in  behalf  of  the  lodge,  he  is  the  accuser  ex-officio,  and  is  not  required  to  retire  from  the  lodge 
room  during  the  ballot  on  the  question  of  the  guilt  or  ianocence  of  the  accused. 

The  first  of  these  is  creditable  to  the  grand  master's  Masonic  perceptions  at  a 
time  when  the  craze  over  "  the  evil  of  non-affiliation,"  now  happily  abating,  has  led 
so  many  to  feel  that  they  were  absolved  from  their  obligations  to  a  brother  who  ex- 
ercises his  right  to  remain  unaffiliated. 

Another  decision  presumably  based  on  a  specific  regulation,  is  to  the  effect  that 
only  a  majority  vote  is  necessary  to  waive  jurisdiction.  The  Illinois  regulations  re- 
quire the  vote  (by  ballot)  to  be  unanimous. 

The  grand  lodge  made  permanent  the  temporary  increase  last  year  of  the  ap- 
propriation (making  it  annually  ^§300)  for  the  support  of  Past  Grand  Secretarj'  John 
B.  HoLLENBECK,  for  many  years  the  honored  grand  representative  of  Illinois,  and 
appropriated  $100  for  a  monument  over  the  unmarked  grave  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Noah  Smith,  at  Milton. 

Alfred  A.  Hall,  of  St.  Albans,  was  elected  grand  master;  Lavant  M.  Read, 
Bellows  Falls,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 
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The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  96),  an  excellent  paper,  is  from  the  expe- 
rienced hand  of  Bro.  L.  C.  Butler.  Illinois  receives  a  generous  share  of  his  space 
and  attention. 

Of  the  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  to  the  Masons  of  its  obedience  to 
hold  no  Masonic  intercourse  with  members  of  any  lodges  in  the  Province  of  Quebec 
enrolled  on  the  register  of  any  grand  lodge  other  than  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec, 
he  says  "  it  is  a  proclamation  of  the  universally  recognized  Masonic  regulation  that 
each  grand  lodge  is  sovereign  v^'ithin  its  recognized  jurisdiction,  and  has  a  right  to 
the  obedience  of  the  Masons  within  it,"  and  that  "  Illinois  is  the  first  grand  lodge 
that  has  enforced  this  idea  by  fonnal  edict."  He  has  put  the  whole  matter  into  a 
single  line  when  he  says  that  each  grand  lodge  has  a  right  to  the  obedience  of  all 
Masons  within  its  jurisdiction.  Any  other  doctrine  is  intolerable,  and  has  been  found 
and  felt  to  be  by  every  grand  lodge  whose  right  to  such  obedience  has  been  denied, 
although  some  of  them  who  have  had  the  experience  may  look  on  with  indifference 
when  a  sister  grand  lodge  is  suffering  the  infliction  against  which  they  were  swift  to 
invoke  the  help  of  their  neighbors. 

The  action  of  our  grand  lodge  respecting  the  physical  qualifications  of  candi- 
dates meets  his  views ;  he  highly  commends,  and  quotes  from  the  oration  of  Bro. 
Clements,  but  between  him  and  the  printer  the  front  name  of  our  eloquent  brother 
turns  up  as  "  Ira"  instead  of  Is.4.AC  (and  we  may  observe  parenthetically  that  he  is 
not  the  first  we  have  had  to  forgive  for  calling  us  Rollins)  ;  and  notes  with  evident 
pleasure  the  bright  prospects  of  the  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'  Home. 

Bro.  Read  falls  into  the  same  error  that  others  have  done  in  supposing  that  all 
the  jurisdictions  after  New  York,  alphabetically  speaking,  in  Bro.  Gurney's  last  re- 
port were  reviewed  by  us.  All  the  grand  lodges  noticed  were  reviewed  by  Bro, 
GuRNEY,  Vermont  of  course  included.  He  is  therefore  mistaken  in  attributing  to  us 
all  the  ideas  with  which  he  credits  us.  For  years,  however,  prior  to  the  succession 
of  Bro.  GuRNEY  to  this  committee,  we  had  enforced  the  idea  in  these  reports  that 
there  is  no  Masonry  outside  of  the  three  degrees.  Formerly  we  supposed  with  Bro. 
GuRNEY  that  the  Master  Mason's  degree  had  been  emasculated  to  make  the  Royal 
Arch,  but  years  ago  we  published  our  conviction  that  the  Master's  degree  is  substan- 
tially the  same  as  when  first  conferred,  and  that  the  claim  that  one  must  go  beyond 
it  for  the  conclusion  of  Ancient  Masonry,  was  and  is  unmitigated  assumption.  The 
Royal  Arch  was  invented  by  the  seceders  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  the 
so  called  Ancients,  in  order  that  they  might  "lay  over "  the  legitimate  grand  lodge, 
and  that  they  did  not  mutilate  the  third  degree  to  make  the  Royal  Arch  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  when  in  some  of  the  Southern  States  of  this  country  where  rival  organi- 
zations existed,  derived  from  the  "Moderns"  (legitimate)  and  "Ancients"  (bogus) 
respectively,  they  found  when  they  finally  united  that  their  rituals  through  the  three 
degrees  were  substantially  identical,  although  there  had  been  no  Masonic  intercourse 
between  them  since  a  time  antedating  the  existence  of  the  Royal  Arch. 
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VIRGINIA,   1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Richmond,  Dec.  12.  The  representative  of  llUnois 
was  present. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Wm.  F.  Drinkard)  is  a  short,  clear  business 
paper.  He  announces  the  decease  of  Peyton  S.  Coles,  grand  lecturer  and  past 
grand  master.  He  refers  to  the  centennials  of  two  of  their  lodges,  Fredricksburg, 
No.  4,  and  Richmond  Randolph,  No.  19,  the  former  the  mother  lodge  of  George 
Washington,  the  latter  the  lodge  in  which  the  membership  of  Edmund  Randolph 
had  finally  entered  into  its  name. 

The  grand  lodge  reviewed  the  work  of  its  officers  with  approval,  granted  six 
charters,  found  its  committee  on  appeals  without  work,  and  concluded  to  tempt 
fortune  by  taking  steps  toward  getting  into  the  temple-building  business. 

William  F.  Drinkard  and  William  B.  Isaacs,  both  of  Richmond,  were 
respectively  re-elected  grand  master  and  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  74)  is  by  Grand  Master  Drinkard,  who  on 
his  accession  to  the  grand  east  still  retained  the  chairmanship  he  has  so  long  adorned 
with  his  ability,  learning  and  courtesy. 

Bro  Drinkard  is  fully  in  accord  with  the  common  sense  view  that  these  reports 
should  be  irresponsible,  that  is  that  they  should  in  no  wise  commit  the  grand  lodge 
to  which  they  are  made,  and  that  the  opinions  they  express  are  entitled  to  just  the 
weight  they  can  command  standing  on  their  own  bottom,  and  yet  we  venture  to  say 
that  he  felt  an  unusual  restraint  in  writing  it,  so  true  is  it  that  responsibilities  are  ever 
present  with  the  incumbent  of  that  office,  so  that  unconsciously  the  tendency  to 
weigh  words  with  unusual  care  asserts  itself  in  a  way  that  a  high  private  never  feels. 
His  present  report  is,  like  its  predecessors,  admirable.  IlUnois  finds  a  place  in  his 
review,  and  the  grand  master  and  Bro.  Browning  and  his  predecessors  in  this  com- 
mittee get  exceedingly  complimentary  mention. 

Bro.  Drinkard  thinks  no  grand  lodge  should  attempt  to  put  any  restriction  on 
a  brother  Master  Mason's  right  to  affiliate  wherever  he  chooses,  the  wide  world  over, 
to  which  we  have  been  saying  amen  for  these  many  years;  says  that  all  that  is  re- 
quired physically  of  candidates  in  Virginia  is  that  they  shall  be  able  to  conform  to 
the  ritual,  the  lodge  being  the  judge,  but  that  no  one  has  ever  been  found  in  that 
grand  jurisdiction  who  could  give  a  Fellow  Craft  with  no  left  arm  the  Master  Mason's 
degree,  and  in  the  same  sense  in  which  he  uses  the  word  could,  Illinois  is  probably 
no  better  off,  but  any  Illinois  Master  would  be  allowed  to  make  the  best  stagger  he 
could  at  it,  and  in  undertaking  in  might  console  himself  with  the  reflection  that  often 
when  the  candidate  is  a  perfect  youth  the  conferring  capacity  of  the  Master  is  as 
imperfect,  onesided  and  lop-sided  as  the  receiving  capacity  of  a  one-armed  brother; 
does  not  believe  that  grand  masters  can  be  fettered  by  a  so-called  "Constitution," 
evidently  using  that  word  in  the  same  sense  as  when  he  suggests  to  Bro.  Drummond 
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that  he  fosters  heresy  every  time  he  uses  the  word  "  constitution  "  instead  of  the 
word  "  constitutions,"  with  which  we  agree  although  we  have  doubtless  been  also 
guilty  of  the  same  lapse ;  stands  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  as  against  the 
rebellious  Hiram  Lodge;  endorses  the  '"short,  sharp,  and  decisive,' and  sound " 
Michigan  decision  that  a  lodge  should  open  upon  the  highest  degree  in  which  it 
expects  to  work,  and  close  upon  the  same  degree ;  does  not  favor  interference  by 
grand  lodges  between  factions  of  factional  riiers ;  has  long  held  the  Pennsylvania 
doctrine,  for  which  we,  too,  have  often  argued,  that  "  guilt  as  to  specifications  by  no 
means  involves  guilt  as  to  the  charge,  for  the  facts  alleged  in  the  specifications  may 
be  true  and  yet  be  insufficient  to  sustain  the  charge.  There  must  be  a  finding  upon 
the  charge  itself;  says  Bro.  Vaux  is  like  the  Japanese  swordsman,  he  will  cut  your 
head  off  with  so  keen  a  blade  that  you  will  have  to  try  to  shake  it  before  you  will 
know  that  it  is  off;  and  we  think  he  half  suspects  that  Bro.  Chambers,  of  Quebec, 
has  done  the  same  thing  for  him,  when,  quoting  Bro.  Drinkard's  remark  that  "we 
claim  and  exercise  jurisdiction  over  all  persons  described  in  the  title  of  our  grand 
master,  namely,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Virginia  (not  of  Virginia),"  he  thus 
comments: 

"  And  therein  you  are  quite  right.  Brother  Driukard.  We  claim  the  same  thing,  but  our 
claim  is  resisted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  which  refuses  recognition  of  the  American  doc- 
trine of  exclusive  grand  lodge  territorial  sovereignty,  and  persists  in  supporting  three  lodges  in  our 
jurisdiction,  which  defy  our  authority.  We  are  pleased  to  know  that  old  Virginia  is  with  us  in  this 
matter." 

At  all  events  he  don't  try  to  shake  his  head,  but  simply  says:  "  '  Old  Virginia' 
has  her  own  notions  on  the  point  you  refer  to;  but  we  cannot  explain  them  here," 
and  refers  him  to  his  review  of  New  York  wherein  he  (Bro.  D.)  seems  to  give  his 
assent  to  the  denial  by  Bro.  Simons  of  the  American  doctrine.  In  nearly  all  matters 
noticed  we  find  ourselves  in  accord  with  Bro.  Drinkard,  but  not  in  this  matter  of 
Quebec. 


WASHINGTON,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Vancouver,  June  i,  the  ambassador  from  Illinois  being 
present  and  occupying  the  grand  east. 

The  grand  master  (Louis  Ziegler)  in  the  exordium  of  his  able  address  in- 
dulges himself  in  some  marvelous  word  painting  of  the  scenery  of  the  Columbia 
River  which  might  v.  ell  make  a  praiiie  dweller  homesick. 
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He  announces  the  death  of  John  W.  Brazee,  past  senior  grand  warden,  and 
among  the  dead  of  other  jurisdictions  past  grand  masters  Buck  and  Gurney,  of  Illi- 
nois, receive  mention.  To  Bro.  Gurney,  whom  he  knew  intimately,  he  pays  a  high 
tribute,  closing  thus : 

Bro.  Gurney  was  twice  Grand  Master.  His  untiring  efforts  elevated  the  moral  standard  of 
Masonry  to  a  high  degree.  He  wielded  his  pen  and  valiant  lance  with  dextrous  skill,  ever  in  de- 
fense of  symbolic  Masonry.  He  was  one  of  the  strongest  champions  against  the  encroachments  of 
other  Rites,  and  in  the  jurisprudence  of  the  Craft  he  was  an  important  factor,  and  the  results  of  his 
earnest  labors  in  the  cause  of  symbolic  Masonry  will  be  felt  lor  years  to  come  with  salutary  effect. 
Peace  and  rest  to  him  forever.     I  recommend  that  a  page  on  our  records  be  set  to  his  memory. 

This  recommendation  was  carried  out ;  and  a  memorial  page  is  also  set  apart  to 
Bro.  Buck,  as  the  late  representative  of  Washington  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illi- 
nois. 

Few  decisions  are  reported,  and  these  few  involve  no  new  points. 

The  grand  master  had  visited  nearly  every  lodge  in  the  jurisdiction,  involving 
journeyings  of  nearly  three  thousand  miles,  and  reports  the  condition  of  the  Craft 
prosperous.  A  good  share  of  his  address  and  a  large  portion  of  the  time  of  the  grand 
lodge  was  given  to  troubles  in  the  grand  master's  own  lodge  whose  rebellious  master, 
like  the  master  of  "Old  Hiram,"  proposed  to  let  the  chief  executive  know  that  he 
was  running  that  lodge,  and  as  a  part  of  the  evidence  to  that  end  ordered  the  grand 
master  summofied  to  attend  a  meeting.  He  found  himself  promptly  deposed  from 
office,  and  later  the  charter  of  the  lodge  was  arrested.  A  high  commission  was  con- 
voked by  the  grand  master,  who  investigated  the  case  and  reported  at  great  length 
to  the  grand  lodge,  disclosing  an  almost  incredible  condition  of  affairs,  recommend- 
ing the  expulsion  of  several  brethren  and  the  deposition  of  others  from  office,  and 
severely  censuring  a  past  senior  grand  warden  who  had  counselled  insubordination. 
After  long  discussion  a  modification  of  the  report  was  adopted,  substituting  censure 
for  expulsion  and  sustaining  the  authority  of  the  grand  master  in  suspending  the  char- 
ter of  Spokane  Lodge,  but  directing  that  the  charter  be  restored  with  solemn  admon- 
ition, etc.,  and  so  several  brethren  escaped  the  punishment  which  they  richly  de- 
served. 

The  grand  lodge  enjoyed  a  moonlight  excursion  on  the  Columbia  River,  and  for 
the  time  being  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  ''Oregon"  heard  other  sounds  than  "its 
own  dashing ;"  agreed  to  meet  next  at  Port  Townsend;  chose;  a  committee  to  revise 
the  constitution;  voted  down  a  proposition  for  biennial  instead  of  annual  sessions ; 
granted  two  charters,  and  finally  on  the  report  of  the  grievance  committee  suspended 
for  one  year  the  brother  whose  misconduct  was  the  initial  point  of  tlie  difficulties  in 
Spokane  Lodge. 

Joseph  Smith,  of  Kalama,  was  elected  grand  master;  Thomas  Milbukne 
Reed,  Olympia,  reelected  grand  secretary. 
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The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  121)  was  prepared  by  the  retiring  grand 
master,  Louis  Ziegler,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  chairman,  Bro.  Reed,  who  was 
pressed  with  other  duties  and  in  ill  health. 

Bro.  Ziegler  makes  a  highly  interesting  review,  in  which  Illinois  finds  gener- 
ous space.  He  commends  the  action  of  Grand  Master  Darrah  in  arresting  the 
charters  of  four  lodges  for  disobedience  of  his  orders,  but  dislikes  the  plan  of  the  re- 
poit  of  the  committee  on  appeals  and  grievances  because  it  does  not  make  a  state- 
ment of  each  case  and  elucidate  the  points  involved.  It  is  true  that  such  a  report 
lacks  the  educational  value  for  readers  in  other  jurisdictions  that  is  possessed  by  one 
which  sets  forth  all  the  facts  and  principles  involved ;  but  the  plan  relieves  us  from 
washing  our  dirty  linen  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and,  as  Bro.  Ziegler  will  remem- 
ber, if  there  is  any  question  in  the  minds  of  any  of  the  grand  lodge  as  to  any  particu- 
lar case,  it  is  only  necessary  to  call  for  information  to  secure  a  full  oral  statement 
from  the  committee.  Bro.  Clements'  oration  is  complimented,  as  is  also  the  work 
of  Chairman  Ginther,  of  the  committee  on  petitions,  and  that  of  the  committee  on 
jurisprudence.  It  is  true  the  committee  did  say  that  to  be  physically  qualified  under 
the  law  of  Masonry  a  man  must  have  his  own  proper  limbs  and  not  those  bought 
from  the  wood-carver,  but  they  did  not  mention  "the  glasseye-dealer,"  because  so 
far  as  we  know  there  is  no  member  of  that  committee  who  holds  the  loss  of  one  eye, 
the  other  being  good,  to  be  a  disqualifying  defect.  He  devotes  much  attention  to 
Bro.  Gurney's  report,  and  in  closing  says : 

We  have  thus  given  a  very  extended  notice  to  Bro.  Gurney,  and  his  valuable  report,  because, 
alas,  this  is  the  last  time  we  shall  review  his  work  on  this  mundane  sphere.  Our  good  Brother 
has  gone  to  brighter  circles,  there  to  start  his  Celestial  records,  and  to  add  greater  lustre  to  the  one 
so  nobly  made  and  maintained  in  this  world.  He  was  a  man  of  rare  qualifications,  of  decided 
opinions  and  firm  convictions;  a  true  friend,  and  of  generous  impulses,  he  was  every  inch  a  man  and 
a  Mason,  and  one  feels  the  better  for  having  known  such  men  as  he.     Dear  old  friend.  Farewell ! 

Happily  we  don't  have  to  say  farewell  to  Bro,  Ziegler,  but  we  must  say — 
Aufwidenehen . 


WEST  VIRGINIA,  1887. 

This  volume,  whose  frontispiece  is  a  wood-cut  of  Grand  Master  Collier,  con- 
tains the  minutes  of  several  special  communications  held  for  a  variety  of  public  work. 

The  annual  communication  was  held  at  Charleston,  Nov.  15,  at  7  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  representative  of  Illinois  was  present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  (Hiram  R.  Howard)  after  some  general 
reflections  is  a  plain  business  statement  of  official  acts. 
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In  a  case  where  a  candidate  was  declared  rejected,  the  minutes  doctored  to  show 
that  he  was  "balloted  upon  and  postponed  until  the  next  regular  communication," 
and  at  that  meeting  again  balloted  upon  and  elected,  and  subsequently  initiated,  the 
grand  master  declared  the  brother  irregularly  made,  and  not  entitled  to  recognition, 
and  decided  that  after  a  lapse  of  one  year  he  could  again  petition  like  any  other  rejected 
candidate,  thus  placing  on  record  that  it  was, no  fault  of  the  candidate.  There  is 
some  doubt  from  the  record  whether  the  lodge  was  lawfully  at  labor  at  the  meeting 
when  the  candidate  was -initiated.  If  it  was  not,  we  hold  his  decision  to  be  correct; 
otherwise  not. 

He  calls  his  act  by  which  the  proceedings  of  a  lodge  resulting  in  the  alleged 
suspension  of  a  brother  for  non-payment  of  dues  were  set  aside  as  unlawful,  "  restoring 
a  suspended  brother  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  ^Masonry,  and  to  membership 
in  his  lodge,"  a  confusion  of  terms  that  ought  to  be  avoided. 

Of  the  twenty-fiveMecisions  reported  we  copy  three  only  as  of  outside  or  curious 
interest: 

Tweuty-first — The  ippV\ca.tion  for  advancemeni  of  a.n  E.  A.  or  F.  C,  must  be  made  withiu 
one  year  from  the  time  of  initiation  or  passing,  and  although  a  favorable  ballot,  has  been  had  upon 
proficiency,  if  the'brother  does,not/r^j-««/  hintsel/for  advancevtent  withinayear,  he  stands  in  the 
same  relation  as  if  a  ballot  upon  his 'proficiency  had  not  been  had,  it  being' the  intention  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  have  the  degree  con/erred  withiu  the  year. 

Twenty-fourth — A  person  made  an  E.  A.  in  a  "military  Lodge,"  and  that  Lodge  having  be- 
come extinct,  permission  must  be  obtained  from  the  Grand  Lodge  that  issued  the  charter  tor  the 
"military  Lodge,"  before  a  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  can  act  upon  the  petition  of  the  applicant. 

Twenty-fifth — A  dimitted  Master  Mason  residing  in  another  Grand  Jurisdiction,  can  become 
a  member  of  a  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  unless  the  by-laws  of  the  Lodge  in  which  he  seeks  mem- 
bership provide  otherwise. 

In  Illinois  the  law  differs  from  No.  21,  providing  that  advancement  must  be  of 
the  candidate's  own  free  will  and  accord,  and  not  under  duress.  No.  25  accords 
with  our  law  and  practice. 

The  sympathy  of  the  grand  lodge  was  telegraphed  to  the  grand  chaplain,  Bro. 
John  W.  Grantham,  lying  .dangerously  ill  at  his  home  in  Jefferson 'county ;  on  the 
next  day  intelligence  of  his  death  was  received.  His  memorial  says  that  in  every 
walk  in  life  he^exemplified  the  character  of  a  zealous  and  consistent  Christian,  an 
upright  and  honest  man,  and  a  faithful  Free  and  Accepted  Mason.  * 

The  grand  lodge  granted  one  charter;  refused  to  relax  the  regulations  so  that 
halls  might  be  occupied  jointly  with  other  societies  if  the  grand  master  consented ; 
ordered  the  procuring  of  a  life-size  oil  portrait  of  the  retiring  grand  master  for  its 
gallery  of  portraits  of  past^  grand  masters;  and  fixed  upon  Parkersburg  as  its  next 
place  of  meeting. 

The  following  from  the  report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  was  approved, 
correctly,  as  we  think,  by  the  grand  lodge  : 
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Question — Moiiah  Lodgu,  No.  ^G,  Iius  lost  its  written  cliarter  by  lire.  Can  it  meet  and  trans- 
act business  ? 

Answer — Yes.     In  the  same  town  tlie  presence  of  the  cliarter  is  not  absohitely  necessary. 

Charles  H.  Collier  was  elected  grand  master,  and  George  W.  Atkinson 
re-elected  grand  secretary,  both  of  Wheeling. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  94)  has  for  a  frontispiece  a  wood  cut  por- 
trait of  the  grand  treasurer,  Hugh  Sterling. 

The  report  is  again  the  production  of  Grand  Secretary  Atkinson  and  is  discrim- 
inating and  interesting.  Illinois  receives  thorough  attention,  fraternal  notice  being 
given  to  the  work  of  the  grand  master  and  his  account  of  the  Chicago  convention, 
the  oration  of  Bro.  Hooper,  and  the  report  of  Bro.  Browning. 


WISCONSIN,   1888. 


The  grand  lodge  met  at  Milwaukee,  June  12,  the  representative  of  Illinois  being 
on  duty  in  the  southeast. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Eugene  S.  Elliott)  shows  him  to  be  master 
also  of  a  fine  literary  style.  He  announces  the  death  of  Bro.  J.  G.  Reynolds,  senior 
grand  warden. 

He  submitted  thirteen  decisions,  including  the  following  in  reply  to  a  question 
whether  a  Mason  engaged  in  saloon  business  is  guilty  by  such  act  of  unmasonic 
conduct : 

A.  In  our  Masonic  code  of  Morality,  temperance  occupies  a  high  place  as  one  of  the  cardinal 
virtues;  no  man  fulfills  the  obligations  which  he  owes  to  the  fraternity  when  he  refuses  or  neglects 
to  lead  a  sober  and  upright  life.  This  principle  is  found  imbedded  throughout  our  ethics;  but  the 
common  law  of  Masonry  has  never  recognized  difference  in  avocation  or  business,  and  I  fail  to  fiml 
any  case  where  a  saloon-keeper,  simply  he  being  such,  has  been  deemed  guilty  of  unmasonic  con- 
duct, unless  by  virtue  of  some  law  or  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  which  he  was  subordinate.  Under 
the  law  of  this  State  it  is  not  unmasonic  to  engage  in  selling  liquor. 

A  decision  that  under  the  provisions  of  their  new  constitution  the  jurisdiction  of 
a  lodge  over  a  rejected  profane  was  limited  to  one  year,  was  negatived  by  the  grand 
lodge,  by  a  vote  of  iii  to  107.  To  the  question  whether  a  brother  who  is  called 
upon  to  testify  at  a   Masonic  trial  can  refuse  to  testify  upon  the  ground  that  if  he 
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knows  anything  relative  to  the  case  he  has  received  it  on  the  third  point  of  fellowship, 
and  cannot  therefore  disclose  it,  he  answered  with  grand  lodge  approval  that  infor- 
mation received  in  that  manner  should  be  kept  inviolate,  and  no  Masonic  court 
should  undertake  to  force  a  disclosure. 

The  grand  master  refers  to  the  subject  of  a  home  for  destitute  widows  and 
orphans,  referred  to  him  last  year  for  further  consideration,  and  wisely  says  the  ad- 
yisability  of  instituting  such  a  charity  depends  upon  its  necessity,  concluding  his 
remarks  on  this  topic  thus : 

The  outlay  required  for  the  incidental  expenses  connected  with  all  such  establishments  would 
be,  where  there  are  so  few  to  receive  its  benefits,  unduly  large  in  proportion  to  the  charity  actually^ 
dispensed,  and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  possibly  the  best  way  to  bring  this  question  before  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  test  its  sense  upon  the  subject  would  be  the  recommendation,  which  I  now  make, 
that  the  Grand  Master  be  requested  to  take  special  care  that  the  destitute  widows  and  orphans  of 
deceased  Masons  and  aged  members  of  our  Craft,  still  living  and  in  destitute  circumstances,  be  pro- 
perly cared  for;  that  he  be  instructed  to  obtain  and  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge  information  upon  the 
amount  of  money  expended  in  this  jurisdiction  in  behalf  of  charity  and  the  number  of  recipients 
thereof,  and  that  whenever  it  may  be  necessary  so  to  do,  he  be  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  Grand 
Treasurer  for  such  sums  of  money  as  in  his  judgment  should  be  expended  for  relief. 

In  his  closing  remarks  he  calls  the  five  points  of  fellowship  the  golden  rule  of 
Masonry. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  four  charters;  appropriated  $400  for  schools  of  instruc- 
tion ;  continued  its  appropriation  for  the  care  of  Past  Grand  Master  Jedd  Cottrill; 
exchanged  telegraphic  greetings  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota,  in  session  at 
Deadwood;  and  declined  to  consider  a  proposition  to  appropriate  $5,000  to  purchase 
land  as  a  beginning  towards  the  establishment  of  a  home  for  the  destitute. 

Myron  Reed,  of  Waupaca,  was  elected  grand  master ;  John  W.  Laflin,  Mil- 
waukee, re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  73)  is  again  by  Bro.  DuNCAN  McGregor 
whose  first  venture  last  year  elicited  an  unusually  warm  and  unanimous  approval. 
His  style  is  excellent,  his  heart  in  the  right  place,  and  his  head  level. 

This  year's  report  is  a  double-header,  the  headings  being:  I.  Condition  of  the 
Craft.  II.  Opinions  and  Rulings.  In  the  first  sixty  pages  he  gives  the  narative 
of  grand  lodge  proceedings,  and  closes  with  thirteen  pages  of  collated  matter 
grouped  under  special  heads,  after  the  manner  of  the  report  of  Bro.  Fellows,  of 
Louisiana.  In  this  portion  of  his  report  he  credits  Illinois  with  a  decision  that  the 
seven  Master  Masons  required  to  be  present  before  the  lodge  can  be  opened  in  any 
degree,  is  exclusive  of  the  tiler.  It  was  reported  in  that  form  by  the  grand  master, 
but  the  grand  lodge  so  modified  it  as  to  recognize  the  tiler  as  one  of  the  essential 
seven. 

To  him  the  address  of  Grand  Master  DarrAH  seems  remarkable  for  its  candor, 
and  he  gives  it  quite  thorough  examination.  He  judges  from  reports  that  the 
Chicago  convention  was  a  profitable  one;  thinks  Bro.   Hooper  (whose  oration  he 
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says  is  capital  reading)  and  Past  Grand  Master  Smith,  of  Vermont,  would  hardly 
agree  on  the  antiquity  of  Masonry;  and  gives  complimentary  notice  to  Bro.  Brown- 
ing's report. 


WYOMING,  1887. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Rawlins,  Dec.  6,  no  representative  of  Illinois  present, 
a  vacancy  existing  at  that  end  of  the  line. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (N.  R.  Davis)  is  a  brief,  clear,  direct  business 
paper,  but  wholly  of  local  interest.       __ 

The  proceedings  are  local  in  character  but  are  interesting  as  showing  that  piii- 
dent  and  conservative  men  are  at  thehelm,  under  whose  guidance  their  jurisprudence 
is  getting  well  shaped,  their  record  history  well  cared  for,  and  the  future  of  their 
library  not  neglected. 

The  grand  lodge  broke  bread  with  Rawlins  Lodge,  No.  5 ;  spent  some  time  in 
amending  its  by-laws;  granted  two  charters  and  continued  one  dispensation;  appro- 
priated fifty  dollars  for  the  care  of  the  library  and  the  purchase  of  standard  Masonic 
works ;  prepared  and  adopted  a  series  of  interrogatories  for  the  guidance  of  investi- 
gating committees,  nearly  identical  with  the  list  quoted  by  us  under  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  and  fixed  upon  Laramie  City  as  the  next  place  of  meeting. 

There  is  but  one  slovenly  thing  about  the  Wyoming  proceedings,  and  that  is  the 
prevailing  use  of  initials  instead  of  full  names. 

N.  R.  Davis  and  W.  L.  Kuykendall,  both  of  Cheyenne,  were  re-elected  grand 
master  and  grand  secretary  respectively.  In  Alf.  Young,  of  Green  River,  senior 
grand  steward,  we  recognize  the  son  of  an  Illinois  Mason  long  since  deceased,  John 
B.  Young,  in  his  lifetime  a  member  of  Bodley  Lodge,  No.  i,  of  Quincy. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  66)  by  Grand  Secretary  Kuykendall  is  a 
live  paper,  as  full  of  good  sound  sense  as  an  egg  is  full  of  meat,  freely,  vigorously 
and  gracefully  expressed. 

Manifestly,  great  names  do  not  overwhelm  Bro.  Kuykendall.  If  he  differs 
with  the  giants,  he  says  so,  and  is  ready  to  give  his  reasons.  The  Wyoming  tub  is 
going  to  stand  on  its  own  bottom,  and  so  mote  it  be. 

Illinois  is  reviewed.  He  rightly  divines  that  Bro.  Mu.nn  and  his  publisher  must 
pull  together  to  put  the  Illinois  proceedings  on  his  Cheyenne  table  in  fifteen  days  after 
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the  grand  lodge  clo-sed ;  refers  in  brief  but  fitting  eulogy  to  the  departed  Gurnky  ; 
examines  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Darrah,  and  commends  it  as  treating  every 
subject  touched  in  a  fair  manner  and  generally  with  sound  conclusions;  and  briefly 
refers  to  Bro.  Gurney's  report  as  replete  with  subjects  of  great  importance  to  the 
Craft.  He,  too,  falls  into  the  error  of  quoting  the  unmodified  decision  of  the  grand 
master  that  the  tiler  cannot  be  counted  as  one  of  the  required  seven.  As  modified 
by  the  grand  lodge  it  squares  with  his  opinion. 


DAKOTA,   1888. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Deadwood,  June  12.  The  representative  of  Illinois 
was  absent. 

The  grand  master  (Henry  M.  Wheelr)  reports  a  year  of  prosperity.  Think- 
ing well  of  the  resolution  of  last  year  barring  saloon-keepers  as  candidates,  he  recom- 
mends another  declaring  the  dispensing  for  profit  or  hire  of  intoxicating  liquors,  a 
Masonic  offense,  punishable  by  expulsion.  The  committee  to  whom  that  portion 
of  the  address  went,  ignored  it. 

He  decided  that  a  lodge  under  dispensation  could  discipline  its  members  and 
the  grand  lodge  approved. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  had  two  subjects  under  consideration  coming 
over  from  last  year.  ist.  What  is  legitimate  Masonry?  What  is  the  status  of  a 
non-affiliate.  The  first  gets  a  square-toed,  impregnable  answer  from  the  stand-point 
of  Masons  who  recognize  the  Masonry  of  the  Ancient  Charges  as  the  only  Masonry 
there  is,  and  concluding  asserts  "that  as  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  we 
know  of  no  Masonry  that  this  grand  lodge  consistently  can  or  should  sanction  as 
legitimate,  except  the  degrees  of  E.  A.,  F.  C.  and  M.  M."  The  answer  to  the 
second  question  is  in  substance  that  an  un-affiliated  Mason  has  no  right  to  visit  any 
one  lodge  more  than  three  times  (local  regulation) ;  if  he  joins  in  any  Masonic  pro- 
cession or  lodge  festivity  it  is  by  courtesy;  he  and  family  can  make  no  claim  upon 
lodge  funds  for  charity,  but  lodge  may  grant  it  at  its  pleasure;  he  is  bound  to  respond , 
ability  permitting,  to  calls  of  distress  by  individual  Masons,  and  they  in  like  manner 
are  bound  to  him  ;  has  no  right  to  Masonic  burial,  but  the  lodge  may  extend  it,  and 
he  is  subject  like  affiliates  to  trial  for  any  violation  of  Masonic  laws;  and  we  take 
pleasure  in  saying  that  altogether  this  is  the  most  temperate,  most  just  and  most 
Masonic  declaration  on  the  subject  which  we  remember  to  have  emanated  from  any 
grand  lodge  in  a  new  country.     Both  answers  were  approved. 
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Eight  charters  were  granted.  Mitchell  was  fixed  upon  as  the  next  place  of 
meeting,  and  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  had  referred  to  them  for  report  at  that 
time,  the  status  of  that  faction  of  the  so-called  Scottish  Rite  known  as  the  Cerneau 
bodies.  The  grand  lodge  declined  to  adopt  the  New  Hampshire  series  of  questions 
for  the  committee  of  inquiry. 

John  Q,  A.  Braden  and  Chas.  T.  McCoy,  both  of  Aberdeen,  were  respec- 
tively elected  and  re-elected  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  F.  S.  Thompson  presents  the  report  on  correspondence  (pp.  133),  the  first 
Dakota  has  had  for  three  years,  and  produces  an  excellent  paper  in  which  Illinois 
finds  extended  and  fraternal  mention.  He  examines  the  address  of  Grand  Master 
Darrah  pretty  thoroughly,  and  commends  it  generally.  He  was  unfortunate,  how- 
ever, in  striking  one  of  our  reports  in  the  proceedings,  on  the  subject  of  physical 
qualifications,  and  says  that  after  reading  it  he  knows  just  about  as  much  as  he  did 
before  he  read  it,  and  we  infer  that  he  has  it  in  mind  when  he  says  that  the  reports  of 
many  committees  remind  him  of  a  dried  bladder,  "Lots  of  noise  when  struck,  yet 
containing  nothing  but  wind."  We  feel  bound  to  confess  to  the  authorship  of  that 
report,  in  justice  to  our  colleagues  of  the  committee,  and  find  whatever  consolation 
we  can  in  the  fact  that  our  brother  didn't  know  any  less  "after  taking"  than  before  ; 
or,  if  consolation  come  not,  content  ourselves  with  the  profit  always  to  Ijc  found  in 
seeing  how  others  see  us. 


SCOTLAND,  1888. 


We  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  two  quarterly  communications — February 
2  and  May  3.  At  the  February  communication  the  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Mar 
and  Kellie,  P.  G.  M.,  presided,  the  grand  master  being  at  Cannes  for  his  health. 

Twelve  members  of  the  grand  committee  were  chosen  in  room  of  those  who  had 
retired  by  rotation,  and  one  in  place  of  a  member  who  had  resigned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  grand  committee  on  Feb.  23,  a  special  committee  reported 
a  plan  for  the  Extended  Scheme  of  Scottish  Masonic  Benevolence,  looking  to  an  an- 
nual election  of  annuitants,  every  Master  Mason  registered  in  grand  lodge  book=;, 
their  widows  or  their  children  to  be  ehgible  to  be  placed  on  the  roll  of  annuitants, 
and  at  a  special  meeting,  March  21,  the  detailed  plan  was  adopted. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  April  25,  it  was  agreed  to  establish  fraternal 
relations  with  the  grand  lodges  of  Illinois  and  Connecticut. 

At  the  quarterly  communication  of  May  3,  the  grand  master,  Col.  Sir  Archi- 
bald C.  Campbell,  was  present,  and  after  the  grand  lodge  had  been  opened  by  the 
acting  grand  master  depute,  was  introduced,  congratulated  on  his  re-election,  was  in- 
stalled and  made  a  brief  and  eloquent  speech  of  thanks. 

The  Extended  Scheme  came  up,  was  discussed,  found  defective,  and  its  further 
consideration  went  over  to  the  November  communication. 

D.  Murray  Lyon,  Edinburg  (Freemasons'  Hall),  is  grand  secretary. 
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APPENDIX. — PART  II. 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POST-OFFICES, 


GIVING  NAME  AND   NUMBER  OF  LODGE  LOCATED  AT  EACH. 


POST-OFFICE. 


Abingdon 

Akin 

Albany 

Albion 

Aledo 

Alexis 

Allendale 

Allen's  Spring., 

Alta 

Altamont 

Alton 

Alton 

Altona 

Amboy 

Andalusia 

Anna 

Apple  River.... 

Areola 

Arlington  

Arrowsmith 

Ashley 

Ashmore 

Ashton 

Assumption  .... 

Astoria 

Atkinson 

Atlanta  

Atwood 

Auburn, 

Augusta 

Aurora 

Aurora 

Avon 

Bardolph 

Barrington 

Barry 

Basco 

Batavia 

Bath 

Bay  City 

Beardstown 

}5eecher  City.... 

Belle  Rive 

Belleville 

Belleville 

Belvidere 

Bement 

Benton 

Bethalto 

Birds 

Blandinsville..  . 
Bloomington... 
Bloomington  .. 
Bloomington .. 
Blue  Island 


Abingdon , 

Akin , 

Albany 

Hermitage 

Aledo 

Alexandria 

Allendale 

Gumey 

Alta 

Altamont 

Piasa 

Erwin 

Altona 

Illinois  Central 

Andalusia 

Anna 

Apple  River 

Areola 

Levi  Lusk 

Arrowsmith 

Ciay 

Ashmore 

Ashton 

Bromwell 

Astoria 

Annawan 

Atlanta 

Atwood 

Ark  &  Anchor 

J.  L.  Anderson 

Jerusalem  Temple . 

Aurora 

Avon  Harmony 

Bardolph 

Lounsbury  

Barry 

Basco 

Batavia 

Bath 

Bay  City 

Cass  

Greenland  ...  

Belle  Rive 

Archimedes 

St.  Clair 

Belvidere 

Bement 

Benton 

Bethalto 

S.  D.  Monroe 

Blandinsville 

Bloomington 

Wade-Barney 

Mozart 

Calumet 


749 
566 
356 
252 
702 

752 
778 
748 
533 
27 
315 
330 
178 
516 
520 
54S 
366 
270 
737 
J  53 
390 

531 
451 
100 
433 
165. 
651 
354 
318 

90 
254 
253 
572 
751 

34 
618 
404 
494 
771 

23 
665 
696 
377 

24 

60 
365 

64 
406 
447 
233 

43 
512 
656 
716 


POST-OFFICE. 


Blue  Mound 

Bowen 

Bradford 

Braidwood 

Brayfield, 

Bridgeport 

Brighton 

Buckley 

Buda 

Bunker  Hill 

Burnside 

Burnt  Prairie.... 

Bushnell 

Byron 

Caberry 

Cairo  

Camargo 

Cambridge 

Camden 

Cameron 

Camp   Point 

Canton 

Capron 

Cantrall 

Carbondale 

Carlinville 

Carlyle 

Carman 

Carmi 

Carrollton 

Carthage 

Casey 

Catlin 

Cave-in-Rock... 

Centralia 

Cerro  Gordo.... 
Chambersburg . 

Champaign 

Chandlerville... 

Channahon 

Charleston 

Charleston 

Chatham 

Chatsworth 

Chebanse 

Chenoa 

Cherry  Valley. 

Chester  

Chesterfield 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 


Blue  Mound 

Bowen , 

Bradford , 

Braidwood 

Goode 

Bridgeport , 

Hibbard 

Buckley 

Buda 

Bunker  HiU 

Burnside 

Burnt  Prairie.... 

T.  J.  Pickett 

Byron 

Norton 

Cairo 

Camargo 

Cambridge 

Camden 

Berwick 

Benjamin 

Morning  Star.... 

Capron 

Van  Meter 

Shekinah 

Mt.  Nebo 

Scott 

Carman 

Carmi 

Carrollton 

Hancock 

Casey 

Catlin 

Cave-in-Rock.... 

Centralia 

Cerro  Gordo 

Chambersburg .. 
Western  Star  .... 
Chandlerville  ... 

Channahon 

Charleston 

Omega 

Chatham 

Chatsworth 

Chebanse , 

Chenoa 

Cherry  Valley., 

Chester 

Chesterfield  .... 

Accordia 

Apollo.... 

Arcana 

Ashlar 

Blaney 

Blair 


682 
486 
514 
704 
744 
386 
249 
634 
399 
151 
683 
668 
307 
274 
631 
237 
440 

49 
648 
619 
297 
734 
575 
762 
241 

76 

79 
732 
272 

50 

20 
442 
285 
444 
201 
600 
373 
240 
724 
262 

35 
775 
523 
539 
429 
292 
173 

72 
445 
277 
642 
717 
308 
271 
393 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POST-OFFICES— Continued. 


POST-OFFICE. 


Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Grand  Crossing).. 
Chicago 

(South  Chicago).... 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Hyde  Park) 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(South  Chicago)  ... 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Union  Steele  Yds) 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chillicolhe 

Chrisman 

Clay  City 

Clayton 

Cleveland 

Clifton 

Clinton 

Coal  Valley 

Cobden 

Cohn 

Colchester 

CoUinsville 

Columbia 

Columbus 

Compton 

Concord 

Cordova 

Corinth 

Cowden 

Crab  Orchard 

Creston 

Crete 

Cuba 

Dallas  City 

Danvers 

Danville 


Cleveland 

Chicago 

Constantia 

Covenant 

Dearborn 

D.  C.  Creiger.. 
Garden  City  ... 

Germania 

Garfield 

Golden  Rule... 


Grand  Crossing.. 


Harbor 

Hesperia 

Home 

Herder 

Kilwinning 

Keystone 

Landmark 

Lessing  

Lincoln  Park 

Lakeside 

Mithra 

Mystic  Star I     75: 

National 596 

Oriental 33 

Pleiades 47S 

Richard  Cole 697 

Siloani 7S0 


POST-OFFICE. 


211 

437 
7S3 
5^6 
310 
643 
141 
182 
686 
726 

776 


731 
411 
508 
669 
31' 
639 
422 

557 
6n 

739 
410 


South  Park 662 


Thos.  J.  Turner., 


Triluminar... 
Union  Park. 


Mizpah 

Waubansaia 

Wm.  B.  Warren  .. 

Waldeck 

Geo.  Washington . 

Bloomfield 

Clay  City 

Clayton  

Clement 

Clifton 

De  Witt 

Valley 

Cobden 

New  Hope 

Colchester 

CoUinsville 

Columbia 

Columbus 

Brooklyn 

N.  D.  Morse 

Cordova 

Andrew  Jackson.. 

Joppa 

Blazing  Star 

Creston 

Crete 

Cuba 

Dallas  City 

Danvers 

Olive  Branch 


767 
610 

76S 
160 
209 
674 


M7 
6S0 
688 

84 
547 
466 
620 
781 
712 
474 
227 
282 
346 
543 
487 
706 
458 
320 
763 
534 
235 
742 

38 


Davis 

Dawson 

Decatur 

Decatur 

De  Kalb 

Delavan 

Denver 

De  Soto 

De  Witt 

Diona 

Dix 

Dixon 

Dongola 

Donnellson 

Dudley 

Dundee 

Du  Quoin 

Durand 

Dwight 

Earlville 

East  Dubuque  ., 
East  St.  Louis  ., 

Eaton   

Eddyville 

Edge  wood 

Edgington 

Edinburg 

Edwardsville ... 

Effingham 

Elburn  

El  Dara 

Eldorado  

Elgin 

Elgin  

Elizabeth.. 

EHzabethtown . 
ElHottstown  .... 

Ellis  Grove 

Elmwood 

El  Paso  

Elvaston 

Enfield 

Englewood 

Equality 

Erie 

Etna 

Eureka 

Evanston 

Ewing 

Exeter 

Fairbury  

Fairfield 

Fairmount 

Fairview 

Fair  Weather.. 

Farina 

Farmer  City.... 

F'armington 

Ferrell 

P'ieldon 

Fillmore 

Flat  Rock 

Flora 

Forest 

Frankfort 

p'ranklin 

Franklin  Grov( 


Evening  Star ..  .. 

Dawson 

Macon 

Ionic 

DeKalb 

Delavan 

Denver 

De  Soto 

Anion 

Hutton 

Rome 

Friendship 

Dongola 

Donnellson 

Grandview 

Dundee 

Du  Quoin 

Durand 

Livingston 

Meridian 

Martin 

East  St.  Louis.... 

Crawford 

Eddyville 

Edgewood , 

Keeney 

Blueville 

Edwardsville , 

Effingham 

Blackberry 

El  Dara 

Eldorado 

Elgin 

Monitor 

Kavanaugh 

Elizabeth 

Delia 

Kaskaskia 

Horeb 

El  Paso 

Elvaston 

Enfield 

Englewood 

Equality 

Erie 

Wabash 

W.  C.  Hobbs.... 

Evans 

Ewing 

Exter 

Tarbolton 

Fairfield 

Fairmount 

Fairview 

Kingston 

La  Clede 

Farmer  City 

Farmington 

Elbridge 

Fieldon 

Fillmore 

Russcllville 

Flora 

Forrest 

Franklort 

Wadley 

Franklin  Grove.. 


414 
556 

8 
312 
144 
156 
464 
287 
261 
69S 
721 

7 
581 
255 
198 
190 
234 
302 

371 
183 
491 
504 
666 
672 
484 
223 
647 

99 
149 

359 
388 
730 
117 
522 

36 
276 
525 

86 
363 
246 

715 
677 
690 
2 
667 
179 
306 
524 
705 
424 
351 
206 

590 
350 
266 
601 
710 
192 
579 
592 
670 
348 
204 
614 
567 
6i6 
264 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POST-OFFICES— Continued. 


POST-OFFICE. 


Freeburg 

Freedom 

Freeport 

Freeport 

Freeport 

Fulton 

Galena 

Galesburg 

Galesburg 

Gallatia 

Galva 

Gardner 

Geneseo 

Geneva 

Genoa 

Georgetown  

Gibson  City 

Gillespie..-. 

Gilman 

Girard 

Glasford  

Golconda 

Good  Hope 

Goreville 

Grafton 

Grand  Tower 

Grant  Park 

Grayville 

Greenfield 

Greenup 

Greenview 

Greenville 

Griggsville 

Grove  City 

Groveland 

Hainesville 

Hamilton 

Hampshire 

Hardinsville 

Harrisburg 

Harristowu 

Harvard 

Havana 

Hazel  Dell 

Hebron 

Henderson 

Hennepin 

Henry 

Herrin's  Pr.airie 

Heyworth 

Hickory  Ridge... 

Highland 

Highland  Park.. 

Hillsboro 

Hinckley 

Hinsdale 

Holcomb 

Homer 

Hoopeston 

Hopedale 

Humboldt , 

Huntsville 

HutsonviUe 

Illinois  City 

Illiopolis 

Indianola 

Industry 


Freeburg 

Freedom 

Excelsior 

Evergreen 

M.  R.  Thompson.. 

Fulton  City 

Miners 

Alpha 

Vesper 

Gallatia 

Galva 

Gardner 

Stewart 

Geneva 

Genoa 

Russell 

Gibson 

Gillespie 

Gilman 

Girard 

Lancaster 

Golconda 

Milan 

Saline 

Full  Moon 

Lafayette 

Grant  Park 

Sheba 

Greenfield 

Greenup 

Greenview 

Greenville 

Griggsville 

Fisher 

Groveland 

Rising  Sun 

Black  Hawk 

Hampshire 

Hardinsville 

Harrisburg 

Summit  

Harvard 

Havana 

Hazel  Dell 

Hebron 

Hiram 

Social 

Henry 

Herrin's  Prairie  ... 

Heyworth 

Dills 

Highland 

A.  O.  Fay 

Mt.  Moriah 

Hinckley 

Hinsdale 

Meridian  Sun 

Homer 

Star 

Hopedale 

Elwood 

Huntsville 

HutsonviUe 

Illinois  City 

Illiopolis 

Vermilion 

Industry 


418 
194 
97 
179 
381 
189 
273 
155 
584 
6S4 
243 

573 
92 
139 
288 
154 
733 
214 

591 
171 
106 
131 
617 
339 
341 
657 
740 
200 
129 
125 
653 
245 

45 
585 
332 
115 
238 
443 
756 
3^5 
431 
3°9 

88 
580 
604 

26 

70 
119 


295 
583 
675 


649 
505 
199 
709 
622 

589 
465 
136 
679 
521 
265 
327 


POST-OFFICE. 


lola 

Ipava 

Iroquois 

Irving 

Irvington 

luke 

Jacksonville  ... 
Jacksonville... 

Jefferson 

Jeflfersonville... 

Jerseyville 

Johnsonville.... 

Joliet 

Joliet 

Jonesboro  

Kane 

Kankakee 

Kansas 

Kewanee 

Keithsburg 

Kinderhook  .... 

Kingston 

Kinmundy 

Kirkwood 

Knoxville 

Knoxville 

Lacon 

La  Fayette 

La  Grange 

La  Harpe 

Lake  Creek 

Lake  View 

La  Moille 

Lanark 

La  Prairie 

La  Salle 

Lawn  Ridge... 
Lawrenceville. 

Lebanon 

Lee  Center 

Leland 

Lena 

LeRoy 

Lewiston 

Lexington 

Liberty 

Libertyville 

Lick  Creek 

Lima 

Lincoln 

Lincoln 

Lisbon 

Litchfield 

Litchfield 

Littleton 

Loami 

Lockport 

Loda 

Long  Point 

Louisville 

Lovington 

Ludlow , 

Lyndon  

Lynnville 

Mc  Henry 

Mc  Keen 

Mc  Lean 


lola 

Ipava , 

O.  H.  Miner 

Irving 

Irvington 

J.  D.  Moody 

Harmony , 

Jacksonville 

Providence , 

Jeffersonville 

Jerseyville 

Johnsonville 

Mt.  Joliet 

Matieson 

Jonesboro 

King  Solomon 

Kankakee 

Kansas 

Kewanee 

Robert  Burns 

Kinderhook 

Kishwaukee 

Kinmundy 

Abraham  Lincoln.. 

Knoxville 

Pacific 

Lacon 

Stark 

La  Grange 

La  Harpe 

Lake  Creek 

Lake  View 

La  Moille 

Lanark 

La  Prairie 

Acacia 

Lawn  Ridge 

Edward  Diobbins... 

Lebanon 

Lee  Centre 

Leland 

Lena 

Le  Roy 

Lewiston 

Lexington 

Liberty 

Libertyville 

Union 

Lima 

Lincoln 

Logan 

Orient 

Charter  Oak 

Litchfield 

Littleton 

Loami 

Lockport 

Abraham  Jones 

Long  Point 

Louisville 

Lovington 

Pera 

Lyndon  

Gill 

McHenry 

Dennison 

McLean 


213 
506 
455 
650 
510 

3 
570 
711 
460 
394 
713 
42 
175 
III 
197 

389 
280 

159 
113 

353 
402 
398 
518 
66 


501 
770 

195 
729 
774 
383 
423 
267 
67 
415 
164 
no 
146 
558 


104 
482 
380 
492 
627 

135 
210 
480 

323 
236 

517 
766 
450 
53S 
316 
552 
196 
228 
574 
750 
382 
.58 
736 
469 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POST-OFFICES— Contumcd. 


POST-OFFICK 


Mc  Leansboro .. 

Mackinaw 

Macomb 

Macon 

Magnolia 

Mahomet 

Malcanda 

Manchester 

Manito 

Mansfield 

Mapleton 

Maquon 

Marcelline 

Marengo 

Marine 

Marion 

Maroa 

Marseilles 

Marshall 

Martinsville 

Mascoutah 

Mason  

Mason  City 

Mattoon 

Mattoon 

Mechanicsburg.. 

Medora 

Mendon 

Mendota 

Meredosia 

Metropolis  City, 

Milan 

Milford 

Miilburn 

Milledgeville 

Milton 

Minier 

Minonk 

Minooka 

Moline 

Momence 

Monmouth 

Monti  cello 

Morris 

Morrison 

Morrisonville  ... 

Moscow 

Mound  Station.. 
Mount  Auburn.. 
Mount  Carmel .. 
Mount  Carroll .. 

Mount  Erie 

Mount  Morris... 
Moimt  Pulaski.. 
Moimt  Sterling., 
Mount  Vernon., 

Moweaqua 

Murphysboro.... 

Murray  ville 

Naperville 

Naples 

Nashville  

Neoga 

New  Boston 

New  Eurnside  .. 
New  Columbia.. 
New  Douglas..., 


Polk 

Mackinaw 

Macomb 

South  Macon 

Magnolia 

Mahomet 

Makanda 

Manchester 

Manito 

M.ansfield 

Phoenix 

Maquon 

M.arcelline 

Marengo 

Marine  ...  

Fellowship 

Maroa 

Marseilles 

Marshall  

Clark 

Douglas 

Mason  

Mason  City 

Mattoon 

Circle  

Mechanicsburg.... 

Fidelity 

Mendon 

Mendota 

Benevolent 

Metropolis 

Eureka 

Milford 

Antioch 

Milledgeville 

Milton 

Comet 

Rob  Morris 

Minooka 

Doric 

Momence 

Monmouth 

Fraternal 

Cedar 

Dunlap 

Morrisonville 

Moscow 

Kendrick 

Kedron 

Mount  Carmel.... 

Cyrus 

Mount  Erie 

Samuel  H.  Davis, 
Mount  Pulaski.... 

Hardin 

Mount  Vernon  .... 

Moweaqua 

Murphysboro 

Murrayville 

Euclid 

Naples 

Washington  

Neoga 

New  Boston 

New  Eurnside  ..., 
New  Columbia... 
Madison 


'37 
132 

17 

467 

103 
220 

434 
229 
476 
773 
663 

530 
114 


454 
417 
133 
603 
361 
217 

403 
260 
707 
299 
152 
449 
176 
52 
91 


127 

345 
27s 
641 
247 
528 

319 
481 

37 
58 
124 
321 
681 
457 
430 
340 
239 


432 
65 
63 
55 

279 

59 
772 

33fi 
560 


POST-OFFICE. 


New  Grand  Chain  .. 

New  Hartford 

New  Haven 

New  Holland 

Newman 

New  Salem 

Newton 

New  Windsor 

Noble 

Nokomis 

Normal 

Norris  City   

Norwood  Park 

Nunda 

Oakland 

Oak  Park 

Oblong 

Oconee 

Odell 

Odin 

O'Fallon  Depot 

Ogden 

Olmsted 

Olney 

Omaha 

Onarga 

Oneida 

Opdyke 

Oquawka 

Orangeville 

Oregon 

Orion 

Oswego 

Ottawa 

Ottawa 

Owaneco 

Palatine 

Palmyra 

Pana 

Paradise 

Paris 

Paris 

Parkersburg 

Patoka 

Pawnee 

Paw  Paw 

Paxton 

Payson 

Pecatonica 

Pekin 

Pekin 

Pellonia 

Peoria 

Peoria 

Peoria 

Peoria 

Peotone 

Perry 

Peru 

Petersburg 

Philo 

Pilot 

Pinckney  ville 

Piper  City 

Plainfield 

Plainview  

Piano 


Grand  Chain 

New  Hartford  .. 

New  Haven 

New  Holland... 

Newman 

New  Salem 

Newton 

Oxford 

Noble 

Nokomis 

Normal 

May  

Beacon  Light... 

Nunda 

Oakland 

Harlem 

Oblong  City 

Oconee 

Odell 

Odin 

O'Fallon 

Ogden 

Caledonia 

Olney 

Omaha 

Onarga 

Oneida 

Jerfferson 

Oquawka 

Orangeville 

(!)regon 

Sherman 

Raven  

Occidental 

Humboldt 

Locust  

Palatine 

Palmyra 

Pana 

Miles  Hart 

Prairie 

Paris 

Parkersburg 

Patoka 

Pawnee  

Corinthian 

Paxton 

Payson 

A.  W.  Rawson.. 

Pekin  

Empire 

Farmers 

Peoria  

Temple 

Illinois 

Schiller  

Peotone 

Perry 

St.  Johns 

Clinton 

Centennial 

Newtown  

Mitchell 

Piper 

Plainfield  

Plainview  

Sunbeam 


660 
453 
230 
741 
369 
218 
216 
367 
362 
456 

673 
718 
784 
169 
219 
54° 
644 

392 
401 

503 
576 
754 

47 
140 
723 
305 
337 
368 
123 
687 
420 
535 
303 

40 
555 
623 
314 
463 
226 
595 

77 
268 
509 
613 
67s 
205 
416 
379 
145 

29 
126 
232 

I"; 

46 
263 
335 
636 

95 


747 

714 

85 

608 

536 
461 
42S 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POST-OFFICES— Continued. 


POST-OFFICE. 


Pleasant  Hill.... 
Pleasant  Plains 

Plum  River 

Plymouth  

Pocahontas 

Polo  

Pontiac 

Pontoosuc 

Port  Byron 

Potomac  

Prairie  City 

Pre-emption 

Princeton 

Princeton 

Princeville 

Prophetstown... 

Pullman 

Quincy 

Quincy 

Quincy 

Quincy 

Quincy 

Raleigh 

Ramsey 

Rankin  

Rantoul 

Raritan  

Ravenswood 

Raymond.  

Red  Bud 

Richmond 

Ridge  Farm 

Rio 

Riverton 

Robinson 

Rochelle 

Rochester 

Rockford 

Rockford 

Rockford 

Rock  Island  .... 
Rock  Island  .... 

Rockton  

Roscoe 

Rose  Bud 

Roseville 

Rossville 

Rushville 

Rutland 

Sadorua 

Saint  Charles... 

Saint  Elmo 

Salem 

Sandwich 

San  Jose 

Sannemin 

Savanna 

Saybrook 

Scott  Land. 

Scottville 

Senaca 

Sh.ibbona 

Shannon 

Shawneetown..., 

Sheffield 

Shelbyville 

Sheldon 


Pleasant  Hill 

Pleasant  Plains., 

Plum  River 

Plymouth 

Gordon 

Mystic  Tie 

Pontiac , 

Herrick 

Philo 

Potomac  

Golden  Gate 

Pre-emption 

Bureau 

Princeton 

Princeville 

Prophetstown 

Palace 

Bodley 

Hermon 

Quincy 

Luce 

Lambert 

Raleigh 

Ramsey 

Ranliin 

Rantoul 

Raritan 

Ravenswood  .... 

Raymond 

Red  Bud 

Richmond 

Ridge  Farm 

Rio 

Riverton  Union 

Robinson 

Horicon. 

Rochester 

Rockford 

Star  in  the  East. 
E.  F.  W.  Ellis.. 

Trio 

Rock  Island 

Rockton 

Roscoe 

Temple  Hill 

Roseville 

Rossville 

Rushville 

Rutland 

J.  R.  Gorin 

Unity 

Saint  Elmo 

Marion 

Meteor 

San  Jose 

Sullivan  Centre 

Mississippi 

Cheney's  Grove 

Scott  Land , 

Scottville 

Seneca  

Shabbona 

Shannon 

Warren  

Ames  

Jackson  

Sheldon 


556 
700 

554 
286 

473 
187 
294 
193 
436 
782 
248 
755 
H2 
587 
360 
293 
765 
I 

39 

296 

439 
659 
128 

405 
725 
470 
727 

777 
692 
427 

143 

632 

685 

U.  D 

250 

244 

635 

102 

166 

633 

57 

658 

74 

75 

701 

519 
527 
9 
477 
537 

48 
769 
130 
283 
645 
738 
385 
468 
743 
426 
532 
374 
490 

14 
142 

53 
609 


POST-OFFICE. 


Sheridan 

ShilohHill 

Shipman 

Shirley 

Sibley 

Sidney 

Somonauk 

South  Elgin  .... 

Sparland 

Sparta  

Springfield 

Springfield 

Springfield 

Springfield 

Spring  Hill 

Stanford 

Staunton 

Steeleville 

Sterling 

Stewardson 

Stone  Fort 

Stone's  Prairie 

Streator 

Sublette 

Sullivan 

Sumraerfield.... 

Sumner  

Sycamore  

Tamaroa 

Tampico 

Taylorville 

Tennessee 

Thomson 

Time 

Tiskilwa 

Toledo 

Tolono 

Tonica 

Toulon 

Towanda 

Tower  Hill 

Tremont 

Trenton 

Trilla 

Troy 

Troy  Grove.... 
Tunnell  Hill... 

Turner 

Tuscola 

Union 

Upper  Alton... 

Urbana 

Utica 

Vandalia 

Vermilion 

Vermont 

Verona 

Versailles 

Vienna 

Villa  Ridge 

Viola 

Virden 

Virginia 

Waldron 

Walnut 

Walpole 

Walsh  ville 


Sheridan 

Shiloh  Hill 

Shipman 

Shirley 

Sibley 

Sidney ,. 

Somonauk 

Clintonville 

Sparland 

Hope 

Springfield 

Central 

Tyrian 

St.  Paul 

Bollen 

Stanford 

Staunton 

Alma.  

Rock  River 

Sigel 

Stone  Fort 

Adams 

Streator 

Sublette 

Sullivan 

Suramerfield.... 

Sumner 

Sycamore 

Tamaroa 

Yorktown 

Mound 

Tennessee 

Thomson 

Time 

Sharon 

Prairie  City 

Tolono 

Tonica 

Toulon 

Towanda 

Tower  Hill 

Tremont 

Trenton 

Muddy  Point.. 

Troy 

Shiloh 

Reynoldsburg.. 

Amity 

Tuscola 

Orion 

Franklin 

Urbana 

Waltham  

Temperance  .... 

Stratton 

Vermont 

Verona 

Versailles 

Vienna 

Villa  Ridge 

Viola .., 

Virden , 

Virginia 

Aroma 

Walnut 

Tuscan 

Walshville 


APPENDIX. — PART  II. 


23 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POST-OFFICES— Continued. 


POST-OFFICE. 

NAME. 

NO. 

POST-OFFICE. 

NAME. 

NO. 

278 
257 
421 

98 
291 
738 
446 
602 
298 

78 
ii8 
759 

746 
344 
163 
269 
81 
80 

Williamsville 

203 

Willow  Hill 

489 

Wilmington 

208 

Tavlor 

105 

Wataga                

Watseka 

564 

664 

Wolf  Creek  

Chapel  Hill 

Waukegan 

WoodhuU 

Woodhull 

Saint  Marks 

63 

Hickory  Hill 

Wright's  Grove 

Wright's  Grove 

779 

231 

Weldon.                 

Weldon 

Wyoming 

479 

4S5 

Westfield 

Westfield 

Yates  City 

448 

Wheaton 

York              

York 

313 

Vitruvius 

White  Hall 

Kendall 

471 

White  Hall 

Youngstown 

Youngstown 

387 
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Membership  resid- 
ing in  Illinois 
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Membership  resid- 
ing in  Illinois 
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Membership  resid- 
ing in  Illinois 
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DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRHND  MSSTERS 


FIRST   DISTRICT. 

Chicago,  III.,  August  27th,  18S8. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  Sir  and  Dear  Brother :  According  to  ancient  custom,  I  herewith  sub- 
mit my  annual  report  as  D.  D.  G.  M.  of  the  First  Masonic  District. 

Shortly  after  the  receipt  of  my  commission,  I  issued  the  customary  circular  to  the 
different  lodges  in  my  district,  notifying  them  of  my  readiness  to  pay  them  an  official 
visit.  I  felt  much  gratification  at  receiving  quite  a  large  number  of  invitations  to 
perform  that  part  of  my  duty,  and  as  a  consequence,  I  have  visited  nearly  all  the  lodges 
in  the  district. 

As  a  result  of  these  visits,  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  Ma- 
sonry in  the  First  District  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 

During  the  eighteen  years  that  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Fraternity,  I  don't 
think  there  was  ever  a  time  when  the  Craft  were  as  prosperous  and  harmonious  as 
they  are  at  this  time.  Absolute  peace  prevails  and  almost  every  lodge  in  the  district 
is  doing  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  work. 

My  duties  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  have  this  year  been  of  a  very  pleas- 
ant character.  My  official  acts  have  been  confined  to  the  installation  of  officers,  as- 
sisting in  the  dedication  of  new  halls  and  answering  such  simple  questions  as  were  al- 
ready clearly  defined  by  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  and  were  not  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  require  any  special  mention  m  this  report.     I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the 
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School  of  Instruction  held  in  this  city  in  March  last.  The  "  School  "  was  a  decided 
success  and  attracted  a  large  number  of  brethren,  both  from  the  city  and  abroad ;  the 
interest  manifested  by  the  officers  of  the  city  lodges  was  so  earnest  that  shortly  after 
the  close  of  the  "  School"  the  Grand  Examiner  and  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers  residing 
in  Cook  County,  organized  what  has  since  been  known  as  the  "Standard  Team," 
and  have  been  exemplifying  the  "  Standard  Work"  of  the  different  degrees  in  the 
city  lodges. 

The  amount  of  good  accomplished  by  this  team  is  almost  incalculable;  it  has  cre- 
ated an  emulation  among  the  brethren  as  to  who  can  best  work,  that  I  sincerely  hope 
will  be  continued  for  many  years  to  come. 

Thanking  you  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  by  appointing  me  as  your  repre- 
sentative in  the  First  District, 

I  am,  yours  fraternally, 

WM.  K.  FORSYTH, 

D.  D.  G.  M.  First  District. 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Chicago,  Aug.  27th,  1S88. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Bro  :  The  receipt  of  your  annual  circular  reminds  me 
that  as  one  of  your  District  Deputies  my  report  is  due,  as  your  Deputy  for  the  Third 
Masonic  District.  I  herewith  submit  mine  for  the  Masonic  year  now  drawing  to  a 
close. 

Immediately  on  receiving  my  commission  I  notified  each  of  the  lodges  in  my 
District  of  my  appointment,  and  my  desire  to  serve  them  whenever  required. 

Many  of  the  lodges  have  called  upon  me  to  decide  matters  of  Masonic  law,  and 
questions  of  territorial  jurisdiction,  all  of  which  was  satisfactorily  explained,  and  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  feeling  avoided,  being  the  fruits  of  your  circular  of  July 
loth,  requesting  the  lodges  to  confer  with  their  District  Deputies,  which  leaves  peace 
and  harmony. 

When  visiting  the  lodges  I  have,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  carefully 
examined  the  books  and  records,  and  found  them  in  splendid  condition,  and  all  the 
requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  complied  with.  Nothing  of  a  serious 
character  has  happened  in  any  of  the  lodges  ;  some  mistakes  or  misunderstandings  of 
a  trifling  nature,  nothing  more. 
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The  lodges  are  showing  good  results  from  the  School  of  Instruction  which  was 
held  in  the  city  in  March  last,  but  much  more  from  the  work  of  the  Standard  Team. 
R.  W.  Bro.  Johns  is  entitled  to  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  the  work  he  is  doing  with 
his  team.  Their  labors  are  bringing  the  work  to  a  uniformity  which  did  not  exist 
before.     Each  lodge  is  trying  to  excel  the  other  is  having  the  work  to  the  letter. 

In  my  many  visits  to  the  lodges  in  my  district  I  have  been  cordially  and  frater- 
nally received,  as  your  representative.  I  find  the  lodges  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
and  careful  in  the  selection  of  their  material.  All  orders  sent  by  you  have  been 
obeyed,  and  you  suggestions  concurred  in.  Much  gratification  is  felt  in  the  personal 
interest  you  are  taking  in  their  welfare. 

The  formation  of  the  Masonic  Board  of  Relief,  by  your  advice  and  assistance,  is 
grand  in  every  way.  It  not  only  relieves  the  distressed,  feeds  the  hungry,  and  fur- 
nishes transportation  to  those  who  are  stranded,  in  a  strange  city,  but  is  a  death  blow 
to  the  Masonic  dead  beats,  or  vampires,  who  travel  from  lodge  to  lodge,  town  to 
city,  begging  for  assistance,  and  living  on  what  they  receive  from  the  lodges  and  the 
brethren.  Every  investigation  shows  that  they  have  either  been  expelled  or  suspended 
for  good  cause. 

In  giving  you  the  condition  of  the  several  lodges  in  my  district,  there  is  but  one 
lodge  where  contentment  does  not  exist.  That  is  Providence  Lodge,  No.  711,  which 
was  referred  to  by  the  M.  W.  G.  M.  in  his  address  of  1887.  A  great  wrong  has 
been  done  this  lodge,  and  they  keenly  feel  the  disgrace  put  upon  them  by  that  re- 
port. As  you  will  see  by  the  report  of  the  commission  appointed  by  you  to  investi- 
gate the  charges,  after  many  weeks  of  careful  investigation,  all  the  members  and  vis- 
itors being  examined  carefully,  who  have  attended  the  lodge  for  years,  have  never 
witnessed  anything  of  an  immoral  or  unmasonic  character  done  or  practiced  in  the 
lodge.  I  find  the  lodge  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  the  Master  a  gentleman  who 
would  not  submit  to  anything  of  an  unmasonic  nature. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  report  a  healthful  growth  and  prosperity 
among  the  different  lodges,  and  harmony,  unity  and  good  feeling  among  the  breth- 
ren in  the  Third  District. 

Thanking  you  for  the  high  honor  conferred  upon  me,  and  that  in  a  measure  I 
may  have  fulfilled  your  expectations,  I  am, 

PVaternally  yours, 

J.  II.  DIXON, 

D.  D.  G.  M.,  Third  District. 
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FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Elgin,  Ili,.,  August  ist  1888. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Bro.  :  The  receipt  of  your  circular  reminds  me  that  duty  calls 
upon  me  to  give  an  account  ot  my  stewardship. 

If  I  have  failed  to  do  what  might  reasonably  have  been  expected,  it  has  been 
due  to  my  inexperience  in  the  requirements  of  the  office,  and  not  from  any  intention 
to  be  derelict  in  my  duty. 

Early  in  the  year  I  sent  a  circular  to  each  of  the  lodges  in  this  district,  and  ex- 
pressing my  willingness  to  respond  to  any  calls  that  might  be  made  upon  me,  and  al- 
though my  visits  to  the  different  lodges  may  have  been  but  few,  they  have  been  of 
such  a  very  pleasant  character  that  my  only  regret  is,  there  were  not  more  of  them. 

My  first  invitation  was  to  attend  a  public  installation  of  the  officers  of  A.  O.  Fay 
Lodge,  No.  676,  and  was  much  impressed  by  the  courteous  and  kindly  disposition 
manifested  by  the  brethren.  I  also  performed  a  similar  duty  for  Dundee  Lodge,  No. 
190,  and  was  accompanied  by  Past  Master  C.  E.  Anle,  of  Monitor  Lodge,  who  acted 
as  Marshal.  I  have  had  the  honor  of  participating  in  the  dedication  of  two  halls, 
(viz.)  Hampshire  Lodge,  No.  443,  and  Dundee  Lodge,  No.  190,  which  were  pre- 
sided over  by  you.     The  memories  of  which  affi)rds  me  great  pleasure. 

I  also  received  an  official  call  to  exemplify  theM.  M.  degree  on  two  candidates 
at  Blackberry  Lodge,  No.  359,  and  later  to  perform  a  like  duty  for  Dundee  Lodge, 
No.  190,  each  of  these  occasion  were  made  enjoyable  and  every  courtesy  was  shown 
to  myself  and  the  brethren  of  Monitor  Lodge  who  accompanied  me  as  active  workers, 
and  who  so  cheerfully  co-operated  with  me  in  the  furtherance  of  the  work. 

I  have  attended  several  communications  of  Elgin  Lodge,  No.  117,  and  this  even- 
ing have  arranged  to  meet  the  brethren  of  Clintonville  Lodge,  No.  511,  on  matters 
of  importance,  and  shall  communicate  with  you  in  the  near  iuture. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  not  only  upon  the  vast  amount  of  work  you  have 
performed  during  the  year,  but  upon  the  concise  and  characteristic  management  you 
have  displayed  in  regulating  the  affairs  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

For  myself  I  have  but  little  to  say  other  than  if  you  think  proper  to  bear  with 
my  deficiencies,  I  shall  hope  to  become  more  conversant  with  the  duties  of  the  office, 
and  shall  try  to  shed  a  light  in  Masonry,  that  shall  make  itself  manifest  to  all  who  are 
brought  within  its  circle. 

Thanking  you  for  the  favor  of  your  kindly  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to 
remain, 

Courteously  and  fraternally  yours, 

WM.  S.  HEWIN.S, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Fourth  District. 


APPENDIX. — PART  II.  45 


FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

Freeport,  III.,  Augu<;t  8th,  1888. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Brother:  At  the  close  of  another  Masonic  year,  and  as 
required  by  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  as  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Fifth  District. 

In  the  performance  of  my  official  duties,  I  have  visited  many  of  the  lodges  in  my 
district,  and  it  affords  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  report  universal  har- 
mony, prosperity  and  growth.  Throughout  my  jurisdiction  the  brethren  seem  to  be 
infused  with  new  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  the  noble  tenets  of  our  Order,  and  for 
the  preservation  of  its  ancient  landmarks.  There  have  been  no  disputes,  no  conten- 
tions of  a  serious  nature  or  other  than  the  most  friendly  ones.  And  this  prompts  me 
to  say  that  the  circular  under  date  of  July  10,  1888,  issued  from  the  Grand  East  to 
the  constituent  lodges  in  Illinois  is  eminently  wise  and  timely.  The  suggestions  of 
the  Grand  Master  contained  therein,  that,  in  cases  of  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  our 
laws,  particularly  where  disputes  and  contentions  arise,  the  Worshipful  Master 
desiring  counsel  and  advise  ought  immediately  to  invite  the  District  Deputy  to  visit 
his  lodge,  meets  with  my  hearty  concurrence,  and  for  the  following  reasons : 

1.  It  will  save  the  Grand  Master  much  unnecessary  annoyance. 

2.  It  will  be  more  expeditious  than  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Master,  thus  saving 
time  often  of  the  most  vital  value  in  the  settlement  of  questions  in  controversy. 

3.  The  relation  between  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  his  lodges 
will  be  establish  upon  more  immediate  and  personal  grounds,  and  consequently  sub- 
serve more  completely  and  effectually  the  interests  of  the  Craft. 

4.  My  own  experience  justifies  the  assertion  that  the  District  Deputy  can,  through 
his  personal  acquaintance  with  the  brethren  and  by  his  presence  upon  the  ground, 
secure  peace  and  good  feeling,  and  restore  harmony  among  the  brethren  by  quelling 
dissensions  and  disputes  which  otherwise  might  result  in  the  disruption  of  the  lodge 
and  lasting  injury  to  the  Order. 

The  practice  of  many  lodges  to  dispense  with  meetings  during  the  excessive  heat 
of  the  months  of  July  and  August  is  perhaps  an  excusable  one,  but  I  concur  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Grand  Master  that  the  failure  to  apply  for  a  dispensation  from  the 
Grand  Master  for  such  omission  is  inexcusable. 

Following  the  line  of  my  official  duties,  I  have  found  the  record  and  account 
books  uniformly  well  kept  and  membership  rolls  carefully  preserved. 

Of  the  earnest,  noble  men  whom  I  have  met  and  that  abound  in  the  ranks  of  my 
district,  time  and  space  forbid  me  hereto  speak.  Their  cordial  greetings,  their  sincere 


46  APPENDIX. — PART  II. 


and  abounding  friendship,  are  to  me  an  oasis  in  life's  desert  from  whose  unfailing 
springs  cooling  waters  flow. 

Kindly  thanking  you  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me  as  your  repre- 
sentative in  this  district,  and  congratulating  you  upon  the  prosperity  that  has  attended 
your  administration  of  our  great  and  multiplied  interests,  I  am. 
Fraternally  and  cordially  yours, 

JACOB  KROHN, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Fifth  District. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

Mount  Carroll,  III.,  August  4th,  1888. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Brother :  I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  year  now  clos- 
ing as  a  prosperous  one  for  the  lodges  in  this  district,  peace  and  harmony  prevail  in 
all  its  borders.  No  contention  exists  "  but  that  noble  contention,  or  rather  emulation, 
of  who  best  can  work  and  best  agree." 

The  most  notable  event  of  the  year  was  the  installation  of  Miners  Lodge,  No. 
273,  as  well  as  the  officers  of  Jo  Daviess  Chapter,  No.  51,  and  Galena  Commandery 
No.  40,  by  the  Grand  Master  in  person,  on  Dec.  27th,  1887.  The  inclemency  of  the 
weather  did  not  lessen  the  warm,  generous  hospitality  of  the  Galena  brethren,  but 
made  it  seem  the  greater  by  the  contrast.     The  occasion  was  most  enjoyable. 

The  statistics  of  the  Grand  Secretary  will  show  a  steady,  healthy  growth  of  the 
Order  in  this  district. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  yourself,  and  a  prayer  for  the  continued  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Order,  I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

E.  T.  E.  BECKER, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Sixth  District, 


SEVENTH  DISTPJCT. 

Dixon,  III.,  Aug.  27th,  1888, 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Bro  :     The  current  year  has  been  an   uneventful  one  in 
this  the  Seventh  District,  so  far  as   Masonry  is   concerned.     Not  a   single   call  has 
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been  made  upon  me  for  official  action,  and  I  am  therefore  led  to  believe  that  all  has 
been  peace  and  harmony  among  the  Craft.  Have  been  so  pressed  with  other  en- 
gagements as  to  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  visit  many  of  the  lodges  in  my  jurisdic- 
tion. Those  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  are  in  a  flourishing  and  prosper- 
ous condition.     Further  than  this  I  have  nothing  to  report. 

With  thanks  for  courtesies  extended  to  me  personally,  and    my   congratulations 
or  your  successful  administration  of  the  high  office  of  Grand  Master,  I  am. 
Truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  D.  CRABTREE, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Seventh  District. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

667  Sedgwick  St.,  Chicago,  July  27,  1888. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Bro  :  I  hereby  tender  my  resignation  as  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  of  the  Eighth  Masonic  District  of  Illinois,  to  take  effect  at  your 
pleasure. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHENEY  PUFFER, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Eighth  District. 
Accepted  to  date  from  Aug.  30th. 


NINTH  DISTRICT. 

Ottawa,  III.,  Aug.  29,  1888. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  as  your  Deputy  for 
the  Ninth  Masonic  District  of  Illinois : 

On  Dec.  ist,  1887,  on  invitation,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  St.  Johns  Lodge, 
No.  13,  located  at  Peru,  111.,  and  witnessing  the  exemplification  of  the  ritual  on  the 
Third  Degree  by  the  officers  and  brethren,  and  must  say  that  I  never  saw  the  ritual 
more  correctly  rendered,  nor  the  work  exempUfied  in  a  more  impressive  and  effective 
manner.     This  lodge,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  has  a  well  selected    Masonic  library,  in 


48  APPENDIX, — PART  II. 


which  they  have  the  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  of  Illinois  complete  from  its  organi- 
zation, all  neatly  bound.  They  also  have  the  records  of  their  lodge  complete  from 
its  organization  in  1841.  Well  might  they  be  proud  of  their  record.  They  are 
models,  and  are  kept  by  Bro.  F.  C.  Hoberg,  Secretary. 

On  December  19th,  1887,  I  had  the  honor  of  installing  the  officers  of  Occidental 
Lodge,  No.  40,  at  Ottawa,  111.  The  installation  was  public  and  largely  attended.  A 
social  followed  the  installation  ceremonies  and  a  good  time  had. 

On  December  20,  1887,  on  invitation,  I  installed  the  ofiicers  of  Sullivan  Center 
Lodge,  No.  738,  located  at  Saunemin,  111.  The  installation  was  public  and  notwith- 
standing a  Manitoba  wave,  was  largely  attended.  After  the  installation  the  brethren 
were  invited  by  the  ladies  of  the  M.  E.  Church  to  participate  in  an  elegant  repast 
prepared  for  the  occasion,  which  was  accepted  and  greatly  relished.  Bro.  I.  C. 
Lewis  was  installed  W.  M.  and  Bro.  I.  M.  Lish  Secretary. 

On  January  13,  1888,  I  installed  the  officers  of  Humboldt  Lodge,  No.  555.  The 
installation  was  private,  but  a  public  reception  was  held  in  an  adjoining  hall  where 
a  good  time  was  had  until  the  "  We  sma  hours."  Bro.  A.  F.  Schocli  is  W.  M.  and 
Bro.  Henry  Arnold  Secretary.  W.  Bro.  Schoch  and  every  member  of  Humboldt 
Lodge,  No.  555,  are  zealous,  active  members  of  the  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans' 
Home. 

On  January  25,  1888, 1  installed  the  officers  of  Acacia  Lodge,  No.  67,  at  LaSalle, 
111.  The  ceremonies  were  public  and  followed  by  speeches,  music,  recitations  and 
refreshments.  Acacia  is  a  well-regulated  lodge,  ruled  and  governed  by  an  upright 
man  and  Mason,  W.  Bro.  Chas.  A.  Coulter.  Their  lodge-room  is  elegantly  fur- 
nished, finances  good,  and  records  well  kept. 

On  January  27,  1888,  I  installed  the  officers  of  Marseilles  Lodge,  No.  417,  at 
Marseilles,  111.  The  installation  was  public,  followed  by  addresses,  recitations,  mu- 
sic, and  supper  prepared  by  the  ladies.  The  finances  of  No.  417  are  in  good  shape, 
lodge- room  nicely  furnished,  and  the  brethren  working  in  peace  and  harmony. 

On  January  31,  1888,  on  invitation,  I  installed  the  ofiicers  of  Rutland  Lodge, 
No.  477.  The  ceremonies  were  public,  and  were  followed  by  addresses,  music,  and 
an  elegant  repast  served  by  the  ladies.  The  attendance  was  large,  many  being  pres- 
ent from  sister  lodges.  Bro.  Wm.  O.  Ensign  is  Secretary  of  No.  477,  consequently 
the  records  are  neatly  and  correctly  kept. 

On  March  6,  18S8,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  to  Lostant,  111., 
and  took  charge  of  the  charter  and  effects  of  Lostant  Lodge,  No.  597,  a  report  of 
which  was  duly  submitted  to  you. 

On  August  29,  1888, 1  proceeded  to  Cornell,  111.,  and  in  obedience  to  your  order 
took  charge  of  the  charter  and  effects  of  Cornell  Lodge,  No.  753,  a  report  of  which  I 
submitted  to  you  this  day. 
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Believing  that  peace  and  harmony  reign  throughout  the  Ninth  Masonic  District, 
I  tender  you  the  assurance  of  my  cordial  appreciation  of  the  honor  of  my  appoint- 
ment at  your  hands,  and  congratulate  you  upon  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  Craft 
in  Illinois. 

Now  dismiss  me,  while  I  linger 

For  one  fond,  one  dear  word  more ; 
"  Have  I  done  my  labor  fairly? 

Is  there  aught  against  my  score  ? 
Have  I  wronged  in  all  this  circle 

One  by  deed,  or  word,  or  blow?  " 
Silence  speaks  my  full  acquittance — 
Nunc  diiiiittis,  let  me  go  ! 

Fraternally  yours, 

W.  L.  MILLIGAN, 
D.  D.  G.  M.,  Ninth  District. 


TENTH   DISTRICT. 

Princeton,  August  3,  1888. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Bro.  :     I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  your  Deputy  for 
the  Tenth  District. 

Upon  receipt  of  my  commission  I  immediately  notified  all  Masonic  lodges  in  the 
district  of  my  readiness  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
report  to  you,  however,  that  I  have  been  called  upon  to  perform  no  official  duty 
whatever,  which,  to  my  mind,  is  an  indication  that  our  lodges  are  at  peace,  to  say 
the  least.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  annual  reports  will  show  the  Craft  in 
this  dictrict  to  be  in  a  reasonably  flourishing  condition. 
Truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

MARSHALL  U.  TRIMBLE, 
D.  D.  G.  M.,  Tenth  District. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Cambridge,  III.,  August  6,  18S8. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  and  Dear  Bro. :     Aside  from  the  usual  correspondence,  my  duties  as 
District  Deputy  have  not  been  very  onerous.     The  matters  specially  referred  to  me 
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have  all  been  specially  reported  upon,  save  one  which  is  yet  undetermined,  but  will 
be  investigated  and  reported  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  heartily  concur  with  Bro,  C.  F.  Tenney  in  the  views  expressed  in  his  report 
for  1887,  and  hope  he  will  formulate  the  legislation  necessary  to  put  them  into  force. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally, 

FRANK  G.  WELTON, 

D.  D.  G.  M.,  Eleventh  District. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

Prairie  City,  III.,  August  7,  1888. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Most  Worshipful  Sir  and  Brother :  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  submit  herewith 
my  report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Twelfth  Masonic  District. 

November  15,  1887,  as  your  proxy,  I  constituted  Colchester  Lodge,  No.  781,  at 
Colchester,  111.,  and  installed  its  officers.  In  the  evening  I  conferred  the  Third  De- 
gree on  a  very  intelligent  candidate. 

December  28,  by  invitation,  I  again  visited  No.  781,  and  conferred  the  First 
Degree.  The  brethren  at  Colchester  have  a  fine  hall,  and  are  a  jolly,  good  set  of 
fellows  as  well  as  intelligent  and  zealous  Masons. 

January  19,  24  and  26,  by  invitation,  I  visited  Avon  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  253, 
and  conferred  the  First,  Second  and  Third  Degrees,  and  also  assisted  the  brethren 
in  posting  up  on  the  work. 

February  26,  188S,  by  invitation,  I  visited  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  734,  and 
assisted  our  late  lamented  brother,  I.  W.  Ross,  in  confening  the  Third  Degree,  after 
which  the  brethren  of  734  served  a  grand  banquet,  and  we  had  a  jolly  good  time. 

March  15,  on  invitation  of  the  W.  M.,  I  visited  Macomb  Lodge,  No.  17,  and 
conferred  the  Third  Degree. 

March  20,  1887,  by  your  direction,  I  visited  Fairview  Lodge,  No.  350,  in  the 
interest  of  harmony.  I  was  kindly  received  by  W.  Bro.  M.  B.  Swegle  and  the 
brethren,  and  after  a  careful  and  thorough  investigation,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  re- 
porting to  you  that  the  dissensions  were  healed  and  brotherly  love  prevailed  among 
the  brethren  of  350. 

I  have  frequently  visited  our  neighboring  Lodge,  T.  J.  Pickett,  No.  307,  at 
Bushnell,  and  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the  brethren.     The  brethren  of  T.  J.  Pickett 
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Lodge  have  been  sorely  afflicted  by  the  death  of  seven  of  their  number  during  the 
last  Masonic  year. 

I  have  visited  many  other  lodges  in  my  district  during  the  year,  and  by  all  have 
been  kindly  and  fraternally  entertained.  I  find  the  brethren  of  my  district  generally 
animated  with  that  noble  emulation  of  who  best  can  work  and  best  agree. 

I  am,  with  thanks  for  favors  and  high  personal  regard, 
Fraternally  yours, 

G.  W.  HAMILTON, 
D.  D.  G.  M.,  Twelfth  District. 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Galesburg,  III.,  Aug.  8th,  iS88. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  Sir  and  Dear  Brother  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  ray  report  as 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  Thirteenth  Masonic  District. 

I  installed  the  officers  of  the  following  lodges :  Vesper  Lodge,  No.  584;  Alpha 
Lodge,  No.  155;  Knoxville  Lodge,  No.  66;  Pacific  Lodge,  No.  400;  Roseville 
Lodge,  No.  519. 

I  have  not  been  called  officially  to  visit,  but  have  visited  many  of  the  lodges. 
Some  of  the  weaker  ones  I  have  visited  often.  I  hope  to  visit  all  the  lodges  in  this 
district  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

This  has  been  a  year  of  peace  and  harmony  in  this  district,  and  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  lodges  have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  learning  the  standard  work. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred,  I  remain. 

Fraternally  yours, 

WM.  R.  HOYLE,  Jr., 

D.  D.  G.  M.,  Thirteenth  District. 
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FOURTEENTH   DISTRICT. 

Peoria,  Ili,.,  July  30th,  1888. 

M.  W.  John  C.  .Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Bro  :  I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  for  the  Fourteenth  Masonic  District : 

November  28th,  1887,  I  installed  the  officers  of  Peoria  Lodge,  No.  15,  at  Peoria. 
November  30th,  1SS7,  also  the  officers  of  Temple  Lodge,  No.  46,  at  Peoria. 

Dec.  26th,  1887,  I  visited  Mackinaw  Lodge,  No.  132,  and  installed  their  officers. 
I  examined  their  records  and  found  them  tastefully  and  correctly  kept.  This  lodge 
has  a  fine  hall,  nicely  furnished,  the  brethren  courteous  and  attentive,  and  desirous 
of  learning  the  Standard  Work. 

January  31st,  1888,  I  installed  the  officers  of  Alta  Lodge,  No.  748,  at  Alta. 
The  membership  of  Alta  Lodge  is  not  large,  but  is  composed  of  good  first-class  ma- 
terial. They  have  neat,  comfortable  quarters,  nicely  furnished.  I  found  the  records 
kept  in  a  creditable  manner.  The  installation  services  were  public,  the  wives  and 
friends  of  the  members  being  present.  After  the  ceremonies  we  adjourned  to  a 
neighboring  hall  and  partook  of  a  fine  oyster  supper,  after  which  all  who  were  so  in- 
clined enjoyed  a  social  dance. 

Nov.  29th,  1887,  I  visited  Geo.  Washington  Lodge,  No.  222,  of  Chillicothe,  and 
assisted  in  'conferring  the  third  degree.  There  were  visitors  present  from  Sparland 
and  Lawn  Ridge  Lodges.  A  large  attendance  and  a  general  good  time  was  had.  I 
found  the  records  neatly  written  up  and  in  good  shape.  After  lodge  was  closed,  all 
were  invited  to  partake  of  a  splendid  banquet.  The  future  of  No.  222  seems  very 
bright. 

March  ist,  1888,  I  was  called  to  Alta  Lodge,  No.  748,  and  officiated  at  the 
burial  of  Bro.  Wm.  Berington,  who  was  killed  by  the  bursting  of  a  balance-wheel  of 
a  saw. 

July  2d,  1888,  Major  J.  F.  Thomas,  Past  Master  of  Geo.  Washington  Lodge,  No. 
222,  died  at  his  home  at  Chillicothe,  after  a  short  illness,  surrounded  by  his  family 
and  friends,  and  was  buried  July  5th  with  Masonic  honors.  Brother  Thomas  was  a 
physician  at  Chillicothe,  widely  known  and  highly  respected.  He  served  his  coun- 
try in  the  late  war  with  credit  and  honor.  In  his  death  George  Washington  Lodge 
has  lost  a  worthy  and  faithful  brother. 

February  28th  the  Masonic  School  of  Instruction  convened  at  the  Masonie  Tem- 
ple in  Peoria,  and  continued  in  session  through  the  29th  and  March  ist.  There  was 
a  large  attendance  from  the  surrounding  lodges,  and  a  great  interest  manifested.  I 
am  of  the  opinion  it  would  be  a  wise  scheme  to  select  Peoria  as  one  of  the  points  to 
hold  a  school  the  coming  year.     Great  good  would  result.     The  attendance  would 
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be  larger,  I  believe,  ami  the  good   work  done  at   the  last   school  would  be  largely 
increased. 


Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred,  I  remain, 

Fraternally  yours, 


C.  F.  HITCHCOCK, 
D.   D.  G.  M.  Fourteenth  District. 


FIFTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Bloomington,  III.,  Aug.  i,  1888. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Bro  :  There  is  little  to  report  from  the  Fifteenth  Masonic 
District  of  which  you  are  not  fully  conversant.  Our  lodges  are  all  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  Stanford  Lodge,  U.  D.,  has  been  doing  good  work,  and  will  ask  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  issue  a  charter  at  the  annual  communication  in  October.  There  has 
been  almost  nothing  beyond  the  routine  of  lodge  work,  and  I  have,  therefore,  little 
to  report.  The  Craft  in  this  district  are  full  of  Masonic  zeal,  and  nowhere  is  there  a 
truer  fraternal  spirit  and  a  more  implicit  reliance  on  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the 
Universe,  as  revealed  in  the  first  great  light.  With  gratitude  for  the  honor  conferred 
on  me,  I  am. 

Fraternally  yours, 

OWEN  SCOTT, 

D.  D.  G.  M.  Fifteenth  District. 


SIXTEENTH    DISTRICT. 

Kankakee,  III.,  August  6th,  1S88. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Bro. :  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  15,  1887,  by  your  direc- 
tion, I  constituted  Potomac  Lodge,  No.  782,  and  installed  its  officers,  due  return  of 
which  action  was  made  at  the  time.  With  the  exception  of  installing  the  officers  of 
Kankakee  Lodge,  No.  389,  and  Chebanse  Lodge,  No.  429,  I  have  been  called  upon 
for  no  other  official  action  during  the  year. 
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Harmony  and  prosperity  prevail,  apparently,  throughout  the  lodges  of  this  dis- 
trict. 

With  earnest  thanks  for  your  kind  consideration,  I  am, 

Yours  truly, 

F.  S.  HATCH, 

D.  D.  G.  M.  Sixteenth  District. 


SEVENTEENTH   DISTRICT. 

Urbana,  III.,  July  31,  1888. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  IV.  Bro.  :  I  am  reminded  by  your  communication  of  July 
loth  that  another  Masonic  year  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  that  the  time  for  rendering 
an  account  of  my  stewardship  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Seventeenth  Masonic  District 
has  arrived. 

In  this  report  I  regret  to  say  I  have  but  little  of  interest  to  communicate.  The 
usual  notices  were  sent  to  all  the  lodges  in  the  district,  but  no  call  has  been  made  by 
any  of  them  for  official  visitations. 

In  the  latter  part  of  December  and  the  early  part  of  January  I  installed  the  offi- 
cers of  Ogden  Lodge,  No.  754;  Rantoul  Lodge,  No.  470;  Mahomet  Lodge,  No. 
220,  and  my  home  lodge.  No.  157. 

In  compliance  with  your  order  of  January  30th,  I  on  February  28th  visited 
Muddy  Point  Lodge,  No.  396.  Of  the  state  of  affairs  found  there  I  made  full  report 
to  you  in  my  communication  of  March  3d. 

Your  letter  to  constituent  lodges  of  July  loth,  suggesting  means  to  bring  the 
Masters  of  lodges  into  more  intimate  and  personal  relation  with  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters  is  timely,  and  if  complied  with,  the  District  Deputy  would  be  of  much 
more  practical  value  to  the  Craft  generally  than  he  now  is. 

No  news  is  said  to  be  good  news,  and  taking  that  view  I  conclude  that  the  Sev- 
enteenth District  is  harmonious,  and  in  perfect  accord  with  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
and  the  edicts  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred,  I  am, 

Fraternally   yours, 

F.  E.  EUBELING, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Seventeenth  District. 
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EIGHTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Bement,  III.,  Aug.  28th,  1888. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  IV.  Bro  :  I  have  had  but  one  invitation  to  visit  a  lodge  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  This  was  joyfully  accepted,  but  owing  to  a  misconnection  of 
trains  I  was  unable  to  reach  the  place  at  the  time  designated.  This  I  very  much 
regretted. 

No  question  of  Masonic  law  or  custom  has  been  submitted  to  me,  so  that  the 
inevitable  conclusion  is  that  the  Mastei-s  of  lodges  in  the  Eighteenth  District  have 
been  fully  competent  to  decide  all  questions  that  have  been  presented,  or  that  they 
have  no  confidence  in  the  ability  of  your  Deputy  to  answer  them. 


Fraternally  yours, 


C.  F.  TENNEV, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Eighteenth  District. 


NINETEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Springfield,  III.,  Aug.  9th,  1888. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  IF.  Bro :  I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  as  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  Nineteenth  District.  I  notified  the  lodges  in  said  District  of  my  ap- 
pointment, etc.,  and  not  having  received  any  call  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  usual  degree  of  prosperity  and  harmony  prevail  in  this  District,  and  all  the 
lodges,  with  one  exception,  namely,  Pawnee  Lodge,  No.  675,  that  I  am  aware  of, 
are  prosperous,  and  I  think  Pawnee  Lodge  will  be  more  prosperous  in  the  future. 

I  have  assisted  in  the  installation  of  officers  in  Central  Lodge,  No.  7 1 ,  and  in 
Pleasant  Plain  Lodge,  No.  700.  I  have  received  and  answered  several  letters,  both 
in  and  out  of  my  District,  and  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  not  been  able,  from  a 
press  of  business,  to  visit  in  an  unofficial  way  more  of  the  lodges  in  my  District. 
Thanking  you  for  past  courtesy,  I  am. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

R.  D.  LAWRENCE, 

D.  D.  G.  M.  Nineteenth  District. 
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TWENTIETH   DISTRICT. 

Jacksonville,  III.,  August  13th,  1888. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Brother :  In  making  my  report  to  you  of  my  acts  as 

Deputy  of  the  Twentieth  District :     I  have  installed  the  officers  of  one  lodge  and 

visited  several  during  the  year,  and  given  my  opinion  on  Masonic  law  on  several 
questions. 

On  January  26  I  visited  Exeter  Lodge,  No.  424,  officially,  and  to  my  surprise 
I  found  the  brethren  in  better  circumstances  than  I  expected.  They  have  a  nice  and 
well-furnished  room  and  better  facilities  for  doing  the  work  than  those  in  larger 
places.  Although  the  members  were  not  what  we  might  consider  bright,  the  mate- 
rial and  ability  is  not  lacking,  and  more  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  officers  will 
make  them  a  bright  and  shining  light  in  the  Fraternity. 

Among  the  lodges  that  I  have  not  visited,  I  have  called  on  the  Masters  and 
other  officers  and  find  that  they  are  in  good  and  substantial  condition,  numerically 
and  financially;  and  I  think  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  can  say  that  our 
members  have  resolved  to  be  second  to  none. 

Again  thanking  you  for  the  high  honor,  I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

T.  J.  I5R0NS0N, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Twentieth  District. 


TWENTY-FIRST  DISTRICT. 

La  Harpe,  III.,  July  12th,  1S88. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  atid  M.  W.  Bro :  My  duties  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Twenty-first  Masonic  District  does  not  find  me  with  much  of  interest  to  present. 

Sickness  of  myself  and  family  during  the  entire  winter  prevented  my  making 
many  lodges  a  visit,  but  from  correspondence  I  can  report  nearly  all  the  lodges  in 
good  flourishing  condition. 

Fraternally  yours, 

W.  O.  BUTLER, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Twenty  first  District. 
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TWENTY-SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Whitehall,  III.,  Aug.  yih,  1888. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Bro.  :  My  report  as  District  Deputy  for  the  Twenty-Second  Dis- 
trict is  hereby  submitted. 

Lodges  in  this  district  are  fairly  prosperous.  Aside  from  financial  matters,  as 
represented  by  lodge  indebtedness  with  a  few,  the  lodges  are  well  conditioned,  and 
are  making  a  good  record  for  the  year.  So  far  as  my  acquaintance  enables  me  to 
judge,  the  leading  lodges  are  in  efficient  hands,  having  good  Masters  and  Secretaries. 

The  halls  of  two  or  three  are  not  suitable  for  Masonic  purposes,  being  unsafe  as 
places  of  meeting,  yet  they  are  the  best  that  can  be  had  at  present.  With  care  they 
may  be  tolerated,  yet  their  occupancy  is  to  be  discouraged. 

With  the  majority  good  feeling  prevails.  In  one,  however,  discord  is  rife.  It 
is  believed  that  this  lodge  has  outlived  its  day  of  usefulness.  I  shall  give  it  further 
attention,  and  hope  later  to  be  able  to  report  a  better  state  of  affairs. 

Complaints  have  been  made  of  the  exposure  of  the  ballot,  inquiry  as  to  who  cast 
the  black  ball,  the  names  of  brethren  composing  investigating  committees,  and  the 
nature  of  their  reports  have  been  given  rejected  applicants. 

Again,  instances  where  brethren  have  signed  the  petition  recommending  persons 
for  the  degrees,  whom  they  must  have  known  to  be  unworthy  of  Masonic  honors,  and 
favorable  reports  on  the  same  made  by  investigating  committee,  are  to  be  met. 

These  abuses  can  have  but  one  effect.  In  such  matters  the  Deputy  can  simply 
point  out  the  remedy,  leaving  its  application  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to 
apply  it.  Existing  regulations  are  sufficient.  No  new  enactment  is  needed;  but  it 
will  be  found  brethren  can  be  taught  to  respect  the  interests  of  Masomy  by  the  en- 
forcement ot  the  statutes. 

These  abuses  serve  to  illustrate  the  want  of  that  discipline,  heretofore  mentioned 
in  these  reports.  They  are  of  too  general  application,  and  are  to  be  met  in  the 
strong  as  well  as  the  weak  lodges. 

Beyond  the  instaUing  of  officers,  answering  questions,  and  making  recommenda- 
tions in  matters  whereon  I  have  been  consulted,  my  official  acts  have  been  un- 
eventful. 

Certainly  my  intercourse  with  lodges  and  brethren  has  been  pleasant,  and  it  has, 
therefore,  been  a  source  of  gratification  to  have  served  as  your  Deputy. 

I  have  no  recommendations  to  make,  believing  that,  although  evils  are  too  evi- 
dent, existing  measures  are  sufficient  to  work  needed  corrections.  Thanking  you  for 
honor  conferred,  I  am. 

Fraternally  yours, 

I.  M.  McCOLLISTER, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Twenty- second  District. 
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TWENTY-THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Taylorville,  III.,  Sept.  12th,  1S88. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  IV.  Bro.  :  On  receipt  of  my  commission  as  your  Deputy  I 
issued  the  usual  notices  to  lodges  composing  the  Twenty-third  District. 

On  the  14th,  isth  and  l6th  days  of  February  last  the  Grand  Examiners  held  a 
pleasant,  profitable  and  well  attended  School  of  Instruction  at  Taylorville.  The 
lodges  represented,  as  well  as  the  persons  in  attendance,  were  greatly  improved  in 
ritualistic  skill  and  knowledge. 

The  difficulty  which  had  arisen  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Joppa  Lodge,  No.  706, 
located  at  Cowden,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  rent,  and  the  ownership  of  certain 
articles  of  furniture  which  were  the  property  of  defunct  Cold  Spring  Lodge,  No.  513, 
was  investigated  by  me,  and  a  full  report  thereof,  accompanied  by  a  volumious  cor- 
respondence, has  been  placed  in  your  hands.  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I 
claimed  the  furniture  as  the  property  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  presented  it  to  Joppa 
Lodge.  I  also  ordered  said  lodge  to  pay  $11.25  i"  full  of  all  rent  claims.  This, 
after  some  delay,  was  done,  and  makes,  as  I  believe,  a  just  settlement  of  all  matters 
in  dispute,  and  one  which  will  probably  be  acquiesced  in  by  all  the  parties  concerned. 

With  this  one  exception  the  utmost  harmony  has  prevailed  among  the  Craft. 

I  am,  fraternally  yours, 

WM.  T.  VANDEVEER, 
D.  D.  G.  M.,  Twenty-third  District. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Olney,  III.,  August  29th,  1S88. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  IV.  Bro..-  In  accordance  with  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws 
I  herewith  transmit  my  official  report : 

During  the  past  Masonic  year  nothing  has  transpired  requiring  an  official  visit 
from  your  District  Deputy  in  this  district.  I  am  pleased  to  state  to  the  best  of  my 
information  peace  and  harmony  prevails  in  the  several  lodges  in  this  district. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred,  I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  VON  GUNTEN,  Jr., 
D.  D.  G.  M.,  Twenty- fourth  District. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

Effingham,  III.,  August  loth,  1888. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Bro. :  In  submitting  my  annual  report  for  this  District, 
I  can  briefly  state  that  so  far  as  my  information  extends  peace  and  good  -will  gene- 
rally pervades  the  Fraternity.  The  lodges,  as  a  rule,  have  been  prosperous.  Our 
numbers  have  increased,  and  the  tenets  of  our  Institution  have  been  strenghtened  in 
the  hearts  of  the  brethren.  The  instructions  and  directions  from  the  Grand  East 
have  in  every  instance  guided  us  aright  in  this  district,  and  been  clearly  promotive  of 
the  virelfare  of  the  Order  and  of  the  brethren.  They  have  been  useful  and  practical. 
We  have  had  many  occasions  for  congratuations,  such  as  are  incident  to  the  practice 
of  our  rites  and  ceremonies,  of  which  the  world  has  not  known,  Ijut  which  are  com- 
mon to  Masons. 

Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  C.  WHITE, 
D.  D.  G.  M.,  Twenty  fifth  District. 


TWENTY-SIXTH   DISTRICT. 

Troy,  III.,  August  8,  1888. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  JV.  Brother:  Complying  with  our  established  usage  and  in 
obedience  to  the  requirements  of  my  commission,  as  well  as  the  supposed  imperative 
necessities  environing  the  ofiice,  I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  D.  D.  for  the 
Twenty-sixth  Masonic  District  for  the  year  now  ending. 

Immediately  on  receiving  my  commission  I  forwarded  to  each  of  the  constituent 
lodges  composing  this  district  one  of  the  accompanying  printed  notices,  which  e.\- 
plicitly  defined  the  relative  duties  of  lodge  and  deputy. 

And  as  no  sound  of  discord  or  confusion  has  reached  me  during  the  entire  Ma- 
sonic year  now  closing,  I  am,  as  a  consequence,  constrained  to  believe  that  peace  and 
harmony  have  universally  prevailed,  and  that  the  tenets  of  our  Institution  have  hal- 
lowed the  outer  and  inner  courts  of  our  Sanctums  Sanctorum,  thus  establishing  and 
maintaining  those  truly  Masonic  virtues,  "Brotherly  Love,  Relief  and  Truth." 

Owing  to  the  imperative  necessities  of  Home  and  Family,  which  are  first  and 
above  all  other  duties,  I  have  not  been  able  to  visit,  officially,  but  few  of  the  lodges. 
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Meeting,  however,  at  sundry  times  individual  members  of  almost  all  the  lodges,  of 
whom  I  never  failed  to  make  special  inquiry  as  to  their  condition,  I  am  thereby  en- 
abled to  report  to  you  a  healthy  and  prosperous  state  of  the  Craft.  While  there  has 
not,  perhaps,  been  the  amount  of  accessions  as  in  years  past,  there  never  has  been  a 
year  more  fruitful  of  commendable  Masonic  emulation. 

Tendering  you  my  hearty  appreciation  of  the  honor  conferred  in  appointing  me 
your  Deputy;  trusting  that  I  have  rendered  satisfaction  in  this  great  trust  to  all  con- 
cerned ;  congratulating  you  on  your  successful  administration  of  the  affairs  of  our 
noble  Craft,  and  with  deep  personal  regards,  I  am. 


Most  fraternally  yours, 

SAMUEL  RAWSON, 
D.  D.  G.  M.,  Twenty-sixth  District. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Chester,  III.,  Aug.  7th,  1888. 
M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Most  Worshipful  Sir  and  Brother:  Immediately  afler  receiving  my  appoint- 
ment as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  this  Twenty- seventh  Masonic  District,  I 
sent  the  usual  notices  to  the  several  lodges  of  my  appointment,  and  my  readiness  to 
visit  them  when  notified. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  nothing  has  transpired  during  the  past 
year  to  require  my  official  services. 

I  have  visited  several  of  the  lodges  in  my  District  personally,  and  with  others 
have  had  considerable  correspondence,  and  find  that  peace,  harmony,  unanimity  and 
concord  prevail.     I  am. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

JAMES  DOUGLAS, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Twenty-seventh  District. 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

Nashville,  III.,  Aug.  13th,  1888. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Bro.  :  The  District  Deputy  for  this  the  Twenty- eighth 
Di-strict  takes  pleasure  in  reporting  that  so  far  as  his  knowledge  extends,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  the  lodges  throughout  the  district  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  It 
has  been  his  privilege  to  visit  quite  a  number  of  the  lodges,  a  few  officially  by  direc- 
tion of  the  Grand  Master.  It  is  a  satisfaction,  however,  to  state  that  with  the  latter 
matters  have  been  settled  satisfactorily  to  the  Craft,  from  whom  your  representative 
has  at  all  times  received  the  kindest  and  most  fraternal  treatment.  A  full  report  of 
such  official  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Grand  Master,  therefore  it  is  deemed  un- 
necessary to  refer  to  them  in  detail  herein. 

Thanking  the  Grand  Master  for  the  uniform  kind  treatment  extended  and  the 
honors  conferred,  I  am, 

Gratefully  and  fraternally  yours,  &c., 

C.  M.  FORMAN, 

D.  D.  G.  M.  Twenty-eighth  District. 


TWENTY-NINTH  DISTRICT. 

Shawneetown,  III.,  July  17,  i888. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  Dear  Sir  and  Bro  :  I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  of  the  Twenty-ninth  District,  for  the  year  now  drawing  to  its  close. 

Owing  to  sickness  in  my  family,  I  have  been  unable  to  give  the  office  confided 
to  me  that  attention  I  deem  it  should  receive. 

I  had  planned  to  visit  all  the  lodges  in  my  District,  but  for  the  above  reason 
have  been  able  to  only  visit  a  few.  I  have,  however,  corresponded  with  all,  and 
find  the  reports  to  be  good.  Many,  if  not  all,  have  made  great  advancement  in  the 
standard  work,  and  I  know  of  none  in  my  District  whom  have  not  made  endeavors 
to  advance  in  light  and  knowledge. 

Peace  and  harmony  reign  in  this  portion  of  our  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  Masonry 
is  keeping  up  its  reputation  for  good  among  us. 
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Thanking  you  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me,  and  wishing  you  continued  suc- 
cess, I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

W.  J.  ELWELL, 
D.  D.  G.  M.,  Twenty-ninth  District. 


THIRTIETH  DISTRICT. 

GoLCONDA,  III.,  Aug  i6th,  i8S8. 

M,  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  Sir  and  Dear  Brother:  In  submitting  my  report  for  this  District,  it 
gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  the  Craft  is  rapidly  im- 
proving in  this  District  in  the  work.  All  of  the  lodges  that  I  know  anything  about, 
personally,  have  made  advancement  during  the  last  year.  In  my  own  county  of 
Pope,  there  is  a  greater  interest  being  manifested  in  Masonry  than  has  been  for 
years. 

So  far  as  I  can  learn  by  correspondence,  "peace  and  good  will"  prevails 
throughout  the  District.  I  have  not  been  called  upon  during  the  year  to  settle  a 
single  dispute  arising  between  the  brethren.  Thanking  you  for  the  favor  conferred, 
I  am. 

Fraternally  yours, 

JAMES  A.  ROSE, 

D.  D.  G.  M.,  Thirtieth  District. 
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REPORT  OF  GRUND  EXAMINERS, 


PiTTSFiELU,  III.,  July  i6,  1888. 

M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  and  Dear  Bro. :  I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  brief  report  of  the  several 
Masonic  Schools  of  Instruction  held  by  the  Board  of  Grand  Examiners,  pursuant  to 
your  order,  during  the  year  1S8S: 

ROCK   ISLAND. 

The  first  of  the  series  was  held  at  Rock  Island  on  the  loth,  nth  and  12th  days 
of  January,  188S.  There  were  present  M.  W.  J.  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master;  R.  W. 
L,  L.  Munn,  Grand  Secretary;  R.  W.  Brethren  M.  D.  Chamberlin,  President,  and 
A.  B.  Ashley,  member,  and  J.  H.  C.  Dill,  Assistant  Grand  Examiner;  also  R.  W. 
Brethren  F.  S.  Belden  and  N.  A.  Keeler,  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  and  others. 

Forty-eight  lodges  were  represented,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  three  names 
were  registered.  Work :  Henry  Wanen  Hinslip  initiated,  Robert  R.  Lynn  passed, 
and  Hamilton  Perry  raised. 


The  second  was  held  at  Cairo,  on  the  17th,  iSth  and  19th  days  of  January,  1888. 
There  were  present  M.  W.  J.  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master;  R.  W.  M.  C.  Crawford, 
Senior  Grand  Warden;  R.  W.  L.  A.  Goddard,  Junior  Grand  Warden ;  R.  W.  Breth- 
ren W.  B.  Grimes  and  E.  L.  Stoker,  Grand  Examiners,  and  James  Douglas,  F.  S. 
Belden,  W.  E.  Ginther  and  J.  R.  Ennis,  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  and  others. 

Forty-one  lodges  were  represented,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  names  regis- 
tered. Work  :  Harry  Eugene  Wilson  initiated  and  passed,  and  Joseph  Poynt  Rob- 
arts  raised. 
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CARTHAGE. 

The  third  was  held  at  Carthage,  on  the  24th,  25th  and  26th  days  of  January, 
1888.  There  were  present  M.  W.  J.  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master;  R.  W.  Brethren  M. 
D.  Chamberlin,  President,  and  A.  B.  Ashley,  member.  Grand  Examiners;  and  F.  S. 
Belden,  W.  O.  Butler  and  W.  E.  Ginther,  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  and  others. 

Thirty-sevfen  lodges  were  represented,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-two  name;> 
rcnstered.     Work :     Harry  Lincoln  Urton  initiated,  passed  and  raised. 


The  fourth  was  held  at  Carmi,  on  January  31st  and  ist  and  2d  days  of  Febru- 
ary, 1S88.  There  were  present  ?.L  W.  J.  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master;  R.  W.  Brethren 
W.  B.  Grimes  and  E.  L.  Stoker,  Grand  Examiners;  Edward  Cook,  ex-member;  J. 
\V.  Rose,  T.  H.  Humphrey,  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  and  others. 

Thirty-seven  lodges  were  represented,  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  names  reg- 
istered. Work :  Hugh  Allen  Snell  (sub.  can.)  initiated,  John  Thomas  Norseworthy 
passed,  Henry  Bartlett  Banks  raised. 


The  fifth  was  held  at  Danville,  on  the  7th,  Sth  and  9th  days  of  February,  1888. 
There  were  present  M.  W.  J.  C.  Smith,  Grand  INIaster;  R.  W.  Brethren  M.  D. 
ChamberUn,  President,  and  A.  B.  Ashley,  member.  Grand  Examiners ;  F.  S.  Bel- 
den and  J.  E.  Evans,  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers ;  Owen  Scott  and  F.  E.  Eubeling, 
District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  and  others. 

Fifty-seven  lodges  were  represented,  and  two  hundred  and  three  names  regis- 
tered. Work:  John  T.  Plaswick  initiated,  William  L.  L.  Warn  passed,  Harry  L. 
Broson  raised. 

TAYLORVILLE. 

The  sixth  was  held  at  Taylorville  on  the  14th,  15th  and  i6lh  days  of  February, 
iSSS.  There  were  present:  M.  W.  J.  C.  Smith,  G.  II.  ;  R.  ^y.  Brethren  W.  B. 
Grimes,  Grand  Examiner ;  J.  H.  C.  Dill  and  J.  E.  Evans,  assistants,  and  J.  W.  Rose 
and  J.  R.  Ennis,  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  Owen  Scott  and  W.  T.  Vandeveer,  D. 
D.  Grand  Masters,  and  others. 

Thirty-six  lodges  were  represented,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  names 
registered.     Work  :     William  Martin  Provine,  initiated,  passed  and  raised. 

BELLEVILLE. 

The  seventh  was  held  at  Belleville  on  the  28th  and  29th  days  of  February  and 
and  1st  day  of  March,  iSSS.     There  were  present :     M.  W.  J.  C.  Smith,  G.  M.,  and 
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R.  W.  Brethren  W.  B.  Grimes,  Grand  Examiner;  James  Douglas,  Assistant;  John 
W.  Rose,  I.  M.  McCoUister,  W.  E.  Ginther  and  Samuel  Rawson,  Deputy  Grand 
Lecturers,  and  C.  M.  Forman,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  others. 

Thirty-one  lodges  were  represented,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  names  regis- 
tered. Work :  William  Singleton  Wilson  initiated  and  passed,  Solomon  Miller 
raised. 


The  eighth  was  held  at  Peoria  on  February  28th,  29th  and  March  ist,  1 888. 
There  were  present :  M.  W.  J.  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master;  R.  W.  Brethren  L.  L. 
Munn,  Grand  Secretary,  M.  D.  Chamberlin,  President,  A.  B.  Ashley  and  James 
John,  members,  Grand  Examiners;  F.  S.  Belden,  J.  H.  C.  Dill,  W.  J.  Frisbee, 
Deputy  Grand  Lecturers ;  Owen  Scott  and  C.  F.  Hitchcock,  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters,  and  others. 

Fifty-one  lodges  were  represented,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  members 
registered.  Work :  Seth  F.  Haskins,  initiated ;  John  W.  Hendem,  passed,  and 
N.  F.  Mentrass,  raised. 


The  ninth  and  last  was  held  at  Chicago  on  the  13th,  14th  and  15th  days  of 
March,  188S.  There  were  present :  M.  W.  John  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master;  R.  W. 
Brethren  L.  L.  Munn,  Grand  Secretary,  J.  O.  Hughes,  Grand  Sword  Bearer;  >L  D. 
Chamberlin,  President,  W.  B.  Grimes,  Secretary,  A.  B.  Ashley,  E.  L.  Stoker  and 
James  John,  members.  Grand  Examiners;  J.  H.  C.  Dill,  J.  E.  Evans,  J.  W.  Rose, 
F.  S.  Belden,  W.  E.  Ginther,  N.  A.  Keeler,  Charles  Reifsnider,  D.  F.  Flannery  and 
H.  S.  Albin,  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers ;  W.  K.  Forsjlh,  Owen  Scott,  J.  H.  Dixon, 
F.  S.  Hatch  and  C.  F.  Hitchcock,  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  and  others. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  lodges  were  represented  (twenty-five  of  them  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions),  and  seven  hundred  and  thirty-one  names  were  registered. 
Work:  Henry  R.  Kent,  initiated,  No.  141 ;  Charles  F.  Freund,  passed,  Xo.  211 ; 
and  Daniel  L.  Wheeler,  raised.  No.  311. 

During  the  schools  the  following  named  brethren,  having  proven  themselves 
"  worthy  and  well  qualified,"  were  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Board  recommended 
for  commissions  as  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  viz.  : 

Thomas  H.  Humphrey,  Eldorado. 
John  J.  Vamer,  Bushnell. 
Gustave  H.  B.  Tolle,  Olney. 
J.  ^L  Willard,  Harriston. 
D.  E.  Bueffett,  Monticello. 
H.  S.  Albin,  Chicago. 
J.  O.  Hughes,  Gibson. 
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At  each  of  the  schools  the  opening  and  closing  ceremonies,  and  the  work  of  each 
degree  fully  exemplified;  a  general  course  of  instruction  given;  the  lectures  re- 
hearsed, and  each  degree  conferred  on  actual  candidates  for  resident  lodges. 

And  now,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  permit  me  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Grand 
Examiners,  to  tender  you  our  most  profound  thanks  for  your  unvarying  kindness  and 
courtesies  towards  the  members ;  and  to  congratulate  you  and  the  Craft  in  general 
on  the  general  prosperity  of  Masonry  in  our  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  to  assure  you 
that  the  desire  for  "more  light"  is  more  and  more  manifest,  as  opportunities  are 
given  to  acquire  it. 

We  also  desire,  through  the  medium  of  this  report,  to  tender  our  sincere  thanks 
to  R.  W.  Brother  L.  L.  Munn,  Grand  Secretary,  the  several  Deputy  Grand  Lectur- 
ers and  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  and  all  others  who  have  so  kindly  assisted 
us  at  our  schools,  "  without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward."  They  may,  however,  rest 
-  assured  that  their  services  have  been  fully  appreciated,  and  we  fain  would  hope  that 
"  their  labors  shall  not  go  unrewarded." 

We  also  desire  to  thank  the  brethren  of  lodges  where  schools  have  been  held, 
for  their  untiring  and  successful  efforts  to  render  every  assistance  in  furtherance  of 
the  success  of  the  schools  and  to  secure  the  comfort  of  all. 

And  lastly,  the  representatives  all,  for  their  attendance  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
"  Standard  Work." 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

W.  B.  GRIMES,  Secretary. 
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STflNDIRD  TESM. 


Chicago,  III.,  September  ist,  1888. 

Hon,  J.  C.  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  VV.  Brother :  The  undersigned  respectfully  submit  to  you 
the  following  report  of  their  work  in  Chicago  and  vicinity  : 

After  the  Masonic  School  of  Instruction  was  held  in  this  city  last  March,  a  strong 
desire  to  acquire  the  Standard  Work  was  awakened  among  many  of  the  lodges  and 
individual  brethren  of  this  vicinity.  Anxious  to  help  in  the  good  work  we  conceived 
the  idea  of  associating  with  us  such  brethren  as  were  proficient  in  the  ritual  and  formed 
what  has  been  known  as  "  The  Standard  Team."  We  have  held  ourselves  in  readi- 
ness at  all  times  to  exemplify  the  ritual  in  either  of  the  three  degrees  when  requested 
so  to  do. 

We  regret  that  we  met  with  opposition  from  a  few  whose  ignorance  of  the  ritual 
led  them  to  suppose  that  we  were  endeavoring  to  exemplify  something  new  and  of  our 
own  manufacture.  We  have  frequently  and  fully  explained  that  the  work  we  did 
was  in  exact  conformity  with  the  Standard  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois 
many  years  since,  and  our  only  anxiety  was  to  help  the  brethren  to  acquire  a  know- 
ledge of  the  same  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  We  have  had  many  calls  and  been  much 
pleased  with  the  zeal  and  earnestness  manifested  by  so  many  in  this  direction.  We 
point  with  pride  to  a  few  lodges  where  special  instruction  has  been  given  to  the  officers, 
who  spared  no  efforts  until  a  correct  knowledge  was  acquired  ;  by  reason  of  this  the 
work  is  now  rendered  by  them  in  strict  accordance  with  the  ritual. 

Our  work  as  a  "Team"  has  been  as  follows: 

March  29th,  Third  Degree  in  Cleveland  Lodge,  No.  211,  Chicago. 
April  loth,  Third  Degree  in  Garfield  Lodge,  No.  686,  Chicago. 
April  14th,  Third  Degree  in  Palace  Lodge,  No,  765,  Pullman. 
April  17th,  Third  Degree  in  Lake  View  Lodge,  No.  774,  Lake  View. 
April  26th,  Third  Degree  in  Kilwinning  Lodge,  No.  311,  Chicago. 
May  3d,  Third  Degree  in  Arcana  Lodge,  No.  717,  Chicago. 
May  7th,  Third  Degree  in  Lakeside  Lodge,  No.  739,  Chicago. 
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May  15th,  First  Degree  in  Golden  Rule  Lodge,  No.  726,  Chicago. 
May  i8th,  Third  Degree  in  Lincoln  Park  Lodge,  No.  611,  Chicago. 
May  30th,  Third  Degree  in  Garden  City  Lodge,  No.  141,  Chicago. 
June  5th,  Second  Degree  in  Golden  Rule  Lodge,  No.  726,  Chicago. 
June  9th,  Third  Degree  in  Calumet  Lodge,  No.  716,  Blue  Island. 
June  1 2th,  Third  Degree  in  Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  308,  Chicago. 
June  13th,  Third  Degree  in  Blaney  Lodge,  No.  271,  Chicago. 
June  18th,  Third  Degree  in  Lakeside  Lodge,  No.  739,  Chicago. 
June  19th,  Third  Degree  in  Golden  Rule  Lodge,  No.  726,  Chicago. 
July  i6th.  Third  Degree  in  South  Park  Lodge,  No.  662,  Hyde  Park. 
July  31st,  Third  Degree  in  Harlem  Lodge,  No.  540,  Oak  Park. 
August  i6th,  Third  Degree  in  Dearborn  Lodge,  No.  310,  Chicago. 
August  20th,  Third  Degree  in  Chicago  Lodge,  No.  437,  Chicago. 
August  28th,  Third  Degree  in  Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  308,  Chicago. 
August  29,  Third  Degree  in  Harbor  Lodge,  No.  731,  South  Chicago. 

In  addition  to  the  above  many  degrees  have  been  conferred  by  individuals 
where  a  portion  of  the  team  only  have  participated.  We  are  specially  indebted  to 
well  informed  brethren  from  Richard  Cole,  Dearborn,  Home,  Lincoln  Park,  Cleve- 
land and  Blaney  Lodges  for  valuable  assistance  rendered  us,  without  whose  aid  we 
could  not  completely  exemplify  the  work.  This  has  been  cheerfully  done  by  all 
without  recompense  or  hope  of  reward. 

We  are  encouraged  by  the  belief  that  through  our  efforts  much  interest  has  been 
awakened  and  good  seed  has  been  sown  which  will  yet  produce  an  abundance  of 
fruit.  Much  however  remains  to  be  done  before  the  lodges  of  Cook  County  work 
together  in  exact  conformity  with  the  Standard  adopted  by  our  Grand  Lodge.  We 
are  confident  that  there  never  was  a  time  when  a  better  feeling  existed  among  them, 
and  we  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  all  work  therein  shall  be  uniform  and 
correct. 

Fraternally, 

JAMES  JOHN,  Grand  Examiner. 
F.  S.  BELDEN, 
D.  F.  FLANNERY, 
H.  S.  ALBIN, 
CHAS.  REIFSNIDER, 

Deputy  Grand  Lecturers. 
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The  Grand  Secretary  desires  to  thank  the  editors  of  the  following  magazines 
and  papers  for  kindly  supplying  his  office  with  their  publications  during  the  past 
year,  in  exchange  for  our  proceedings.  We  shall  be  happy  to  exchange  with  all 
Masonic  publications,  and  papers  having  a  Masonic  department  : 

Voice  of  Masonry — 182  South  Clark  Street,  Chicago. 

Masonic  Advocate — Indianapolis,  Ind. 

The  Illinois  Freemason — Bloomington,  111. 

Masonic  Chronicle — Columbus,  Ohio. 

Masonic  Review — Detroit,  Mich. 

Masonic  Token — Portland,  Maine. 

Texas  Masonic  Journal— Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Light — Topeka,  Kansas. 

Odd  Fellowship's  Register  and  Masonic  Journal — Portland,  Maine. 

Masonic  World — Boston,  Mass. 

The  Anchor  and  Shield — Paris,  111. 

Masonic  Truth — Boston,  Mass. 

Masonic  Home  Journal — Louisville,  Ky. 

The  Freemason — Sidney,  New  South  Wales. 

Victoria  Freemason — Melbourne,  Australia. 

Masonic  Tidings — Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Freemason's  Journal — New  York  City. 

The  Master  Mason — 62  Tribune  Bldg.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

The  Trestle  Board — 408  California  street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

The  Royal  Craftsman,  Plainfield,  N.  J. 
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